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The Stroke of a Pen Can Destroy Everything
https://onepeterfive.com/stroke-pen
By Anonymous, July 11, 2019

So much has been written about the renaissance underway in many dioceses and parishes across the country. With the increasing number of Tridentine Latin Masses that are offered, the newly ordained priests who bring orthodoxy and the Roman Canon to their parishes, and the renewed interest in our Catholic patrimony, the Church in the United States has great reasons for hope.
However, all of this can change with the swipe of a pen.
Before our family moved to our town from out of state, the multiple worship sites that make up our parish had languished in heterodoxy for twenty years. The priest had little interest in Church teaching or reverent liturgies, but golly, the people loved him. No fussy “Father” formality with Bob* the priest. He spoke freely in favor of contraception, universal salvation, and the “family meal” that is Mass. The newly deceased from the parish were added to the Litany of the Saints on All Saints’ Day each year. Confession was limited to 90 minutes per week across four worship sites.

Soon after our family moved into the parish, a new bishop was sent to our diocese. This bishop moved (Father) Bob to a new parish and assigned to our parish his best and brightest new priests. One of these newly ordained priests hired an organist who played beautiful Latin hymns. Both used the Roman Canon at Mass, cleaned the vessels with love, and taught the authentic Catholic faith from the pulpit. They offered more confession times, introduced Adoration multiple days per week, and brought in a Saturday Latin Mass. These welcome changes gave hope to the people of the parish who were thirsting for the Catholic faith.

During those four beautiful years with these priests, my sons learned to serve Mass in both forms. They learned reverence at the altar. They learned that priests are regular people who hike and play football and like fast cars. My sons talk about being priests themselves. As a parent, I was able to trust these priests to tell the truth to my children in confession. I trusted them to preach the Catholic faith from the pulpit. I trusted them to be good examples to my children. These priests exceeded all of my expectations. They are, without a doubt, worthy of my trust, and in these times of crisis, that is no small feat. It has been an amazing four years of spiritual growth for our whole family.

However…

The most vocal people in the parish did not like them. They complained about the organist who played traditional hymns. They hated the Roman Canon because it adds minutes to the Mass. They hated waiting around for Father to “wash the dishes.” These vocal people complained, backstabbed, and slandered these priests who had given their lives to lead their flock to Heaven. It seemed that the loudest complainers did not like Catholicism, which is what these priests brought to our parish.

People began to leave. Perhaps these people were looking for the “church of nice” in the next county; they certainly did not seem to be looking for Catholicism. Meanwhile, those disgruntled people who stayed complained and did their best to sabotage these priests. It was devastating to watch.

Finally, it seemed that the complainers got their way. With the bishop’s June letters, these faithful priests were sent hours away across the diocese. Whether it was because of the complaints or because it was simply time for these priests to move on, I will never know. What I do know is that we have lost our Latin Mass, perhaps Adoration, and definitely our no-option Novus Ordo Mass where only the Roman Canon was used. My family is heartbroken, especially my sons. They looked up to these men and have formed bonds that I hope they never lose.

I’m sure the new priests who are coming to our parish will be nice. I’m sure they’ll be friendly. I’m sure they will give what they perceive as their very best to our parishes. But I’m also sure they’ll use Eucharistic Prayer II and clean the vessels with a lick and a prayer. They’ll wear regular clothes and go by Father First Name. How do I know this? Because for my whole life until four years ago, that was all I had ever encountered as a Catholic. Our parish’s new priests do not know the Latin Mass, and with four churches in their charge, I don’t know whether they will have time to learn it if they want to. I do not know whether I can trust them in the confessional to share the truths of our Catholic faith with my children. I do not know if I will have to undo the damage of a heretical homily in the car on the way home from Mass.
Despite these unknowns, our family will be kind to these new priests. We will love them and be supportive of the positive things they do. However, I fear that the bishop has abandoned us to the land of liturgical options. After four years of seeing the very best ars celebrandi and enjoying consistency at every Mass, I do not know how I can go back.

Because we are in a rural area, the closest Latin Mass is now nearly two hours away. We have few options apart from moving, and our family business is here.

But just as I write this letter expressing my sadness, others in the diocese should rejoice at their new bastion of orthodoxy. The two priests who left us are in close geographical proximity with one another, and in their area, a weekly Latin Mass will soon begin. These young priests will drive vocations in their new parishes. If you are one of their lucky parishioners, be grateful. Thank God for these priests, and take good care of them. Pray for them. Enjoy every moment. Because it can all change with the swipe of a pen.

7 of 116 readers’ comments

1 This sad commentary is exactly why we moved to the nearest SSPX Chapel in Livonia Michigan in 1997. We get up at 4 AM, hit the road at 6 AM arrived at Church at 7 AM, attend Mass at 8 AM, have breakfast at 9:30 and are home at 11AM-Noon. We have never looked back and are more happy with them every year. Our God-Son was ordained this year as a new SSPX priest and is assigned to South Africa. 
2 An orthodox priest coming into a long-time fast-and-loose / heretical parish is in for a political war, as there will nearly always be some hippie-holdover Baby Boomers who do all in their power to run the guy off. If he doesn't have the full support of his bishop, he's often going to lose the war -- I suspect in part because of complaints and in part because of a drop in the number of butts in the pew and drop in the offertory (even if those butts that walked away did so because they don't accept the Catholic faith).
I'm not surprised the priests ran afoul of the liberals in the parish who stayed; I'm just surprised it took 4 years to run the good guys off.

3 My wife & I drive 1 hour to get to an FSSP Mass, often taking 2 young (at one time toddlers, now 5 & 6) with me. One guy at my parish drives 4 hours one way. He doesn't have young kids, but 8 hours to me for Sunday Mass is a haul. Anyway, a handful of die-hards make long commutes. 2 hours one-way is possible (albeit time-consuming & expensive).

4 This is why we went over to the Byzantine Rite 20 years ago. We grew tired of Catholic liturgies being available in only spurts of six months or so, with the inevitable return to shopping mall muzac and pop-psychology picnic liturgies. We now have a TLM available on a weekly basis. But for how long? Only one priest in the entire Roman diocese celebrates it, and it can be eliminated with the stroke of a pen. The FSSP isn't anywhere nearby. They are even farther than the nearest SSPX chapel, and the latter would be our only option if we did not have a Byzantine Church in the area. It is my belief that if the next pope is not significantly more Catholic than the current pontiff, Catholics will be left with nothing but the rosary.
5 Novus Ordo priests avoid the Roman Canon almost completely. Over the course of a year I can count on one hand the number of times the priests at my parish use the Roman Canon. It strikes me as odd that priests chose to shorten the most holy moments of the Mass. The brevity of the other Eucharistic Prayers takes away from the solemnity and significance of the miracle occurring on the altar. This departure from more than 2,000 years of tradition is unnatural.
The idea that the Roman Canon is too long is ridiculous. The Mass usually takes at least an hour or more with offertory prayers, cleaning of the vessels because now we have an army of Eucharistic Ministers and announcements at the end of Mass. Yet they persist with Eucharistic prayer II or III or the Eucharistic Prayer for reconciliation or whatever they call it.

Most of today's Catholic generation have never heard of the saints and martyrs mentioned in the Canon. They made great sacrifices and their holy prayers have benefited the Church in other words, us! They have no grasp of the pre-cursor sacrifices of Isaac, Abraham or Melchisedech. The Roman Canon is addressed to God the Father with great reverence and humility. The Canon gives us the theological understanding and grounding of Christ's sacrifice on the cross in a way the other Eucharistic prayers do not provide.

Notice though that the offertory prayers are NEVER omitted! The same number of Eucharistic ministers parade around the Church even if there are only few people at Mass! If there is a Deacon, he NEVER offers the body of Christ at the center of the aisle alongside the priest! Instead he offers the precious blood off to the side so a lay person can be front and center! Announcements are NEVER omitted and are given GREAT importance!

The humble and prayerful disposition oriented to God, begging God for grace is thus discouraged in the Novus Ordo Mass. The Novus Ordo Mass norms weaken us and thus we end up with less and less grace as the years continue to dredge on. Just focusing on the disuse of the Roman Canon in the Holy Mass look at how woeful a state our Church and souls of so many are today!

6 I'm an old gen X-er but i know the type of progressive liberal baby boomer whom the article refers to. What I have never understood about them is why they have such a hatred toward our Catholic patrimony and tradition. They also tend to dominate the parish councils, liturgical and catechetical staff. I served on the parish council, taught CCE, and tried to bring in tradition and orthodoxy and overcome the wretched status quo modernism to no avail. It felt like Don Quixote fighting wind mills. The only solution I could find was to leave for a TLM parish; a decision I've never regretted and one that has brought me many graces and peace.
7 That sounds eerily similar to my experience. The final push to get us to drive to a TLM was when my kids were kicked out of Catholic School because I repeatedly asked the old hippy pastor to be faithful to the basic teachings of the Church.
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