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New documentary ‘Bridge of Roses’ explores history of miraculous Marian shrine in Quebec
On October 7, the 450th anniversary of the Feast of Our Lady of the Holy Rosary, 'Bridge of Roses: The Story of Our Lady of the Cape,' was released by the Marian Devotional Movement (MDM).
https://www.lifesitenews.com/news/new-documentary-bridge-of-roses-explores-history-of-miraculous-marian-shrine-in-quebec/ 
Jack Bingham, October 25, 2021
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A newly released documentary outlines the providential and miraculous history of one of the most overlooked Marian shrines in the world, Our Lady of the Cape in Trois-Rivières, Quebec. 
On October 7, the 450th anniversary of the Feast of Our Lady of the Holy Rosary, a documentary titled Bridge of Roses: The Story of Our Lady of the Cape, was released by the Marian Devotional Movement (MDM). The film outlines the providential history of the miraculous Our Lady of the Cape Shrine in what is now Trois-Rivières, Quebec, and its important connection to the Confraternity of the Most Holy Rosary. 

“The story of Our Lady of the Cape is really a lost treasure; it’s been lost to history, [and] we might even consider it ‘the greatest story never told,’” said Marian Devotional Movement (MDM) director Dennis Girard at the beginning of the film. 
Our Lady of the Cape, which was given its canonical coronation by St. Pope Pius X on October 12, 1904, features a statue of Our Lady of the Immaculate Conception was donated to the small town of Cap-de-la-Madeleine’s St. Mary Magdelene parish in 1854, and has been the reported source of many miracles since then. 
The film, based on the 1954 writings of one-time editor of  “Our Lady of the Cape” magazine James G. Shaw, explains that the “untold story” of the Shrine can be traced all the way back to October 7, 1535, when French explorer Jacques Cartier “providentially” planted a cross at its site 36 years before the October 7 feast day of the Most Holy Rosary was initiated at the Battle of Lepanto.  

The documentary outlines how the work of a few great priests led to the Shrine’s historic rise from an innocuous wooden chapel to the North American hub of the Confraternity of the Most Holy Rosary, eventually becoming a pilgrimage site known to produce miraculous cures through the intercession of Our Lady and the recitation of the Rosary.  

Explaining why he was inspired to make the film and promote the Confraternity of the Most Holy Rosary, MDM director Girard told LifeSiteNews via email that the motivation behind the film was “twofold.”  

“First, it highlights the inspiring story of Our Lady of the Cape and the Author of the good news she points to,” he said. 

“Secondly, it makes known Mary’s Blueprint, namely, to renew the prayer of the Church through the Confraternity of the Most Holy Rosary established at Marian shrines throughout the world.” 

The Confraternity of the Most Holy Rosary, as Shaw wrote, “is the world-wide organization which stabilized the form of Mary’s great devotion and gave us the Rosary we have today. You sign your name [to enroll] and promise to say the Rosary once a week.” 
“This simple union ha[s] joined kings and princes, popes and saints with the common people of the world in one great chain of prayer to Mary,” he added. 
Describing the importance of the Confraternity, and why every soul should enroll, the film features Fr. Lawrence Lew giving his account of the Confraternity’s spiritual efficacy and necessity in this age.  
“When we pick up our rosaries as members of the Confraternity, and we pray our rosaries together, we increase in charity for God, and for one another, and the Rosary itself becomes an act of great mercy,” Lew says. 

“Even if you’re lying on your sick bed, even if you’re at home, indeed, even if you’re in prison because we have Confraternities of the Rosary in prison, even then we can reach out through barriers, through walls, through physical distances, and go through a pilgrimage together,” the priest continues.  

Girard told LifeSiteNews that he encourages everyone to become a “movie missionary” by viewing and sharing the film, and hopes that the film will inspire each person who watches to “enroll in the Confraternity.” 

Girard also expressed his desire for all Canadians to attend the pilgrimage of St. Michael, informing LifeSiteNews that “Canada’s ‘El Camino’ unites seven cities across two provinces. The principal shrine locations lead pilgrims to encounter God uniquely through increased devotion to the Two Hearts, St. Joseph and St. Michael.” 

As Father Donald Calloway says in Bridge of Roses, “I think we all know that right now in the world there’s a lot of chaos, there’s a lot of fear, anxiety, people are suffering, and yet God is still with us,” 

“And isn’t that what Our Lady always wants to reassure us of? That we’ve not been abandoned, that we have a loving Father, a good, good Father, that wants to comfort us in these troubling times.”
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