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Pan-Amazon Synod: Towards a tribal and ecological new Church?
https://panamazonsynodwatch.info/editorial/editorial-1/  

By Julio Loredo de Izcue, March 14, 2019

The pontificate of Pope Francis has been punctuated by sensational gestures that have undermined doctrines, practices and structures hitherto considered consubstantial to the Church. He himself has defined this line as a “paradigm shift”, that is, a clear break with the Church that preceded him.

Here is a new and sensational gesture that could upset many things.

Amid a relative silence of the European media (Latin American outlets talk a little more about it), the Pontiff called a Special Assembly of the Synod of Bishops for the Pan-Amazon region, which will be held in Rome in October. The Assembly will have bishops from the countries with territories in the Amazon: Brazil, Peru, Colombia, Ecuador, Venezuela and Bolivia. Observers from other countries will also participate.

The Red Eclesial Panamazónica (Pan-Amazon Ecclesial Net – REPAM in its Spanish acronym) was formed for this end. Meant to coordinate Latin American ecclesial structures, it is based in Quito, Ecuador. REPAM representatives are in permanent contact with European Bishops’ Conferences, as well as with European Union agencies, to promote the Synod in the Old Continent.

“The main purpose of this convocation is to identify new paths for the evangelization of that portion of the People of God, especially the indigenous, often forgotten, and without the prospect of a serene future, also because of the crisis of the Amazonian Forest, a lung of capital importance for our planet,” the Pope said in the Angelus of October 15, 2017.

In itself, the idea of convening a Synod to promote the evangelization of the indigenous peoples of the Amazon would be commendable. In fact, they are a portion of the People of God that must receive the Good News. Unfortunately, the convocation’s short text already shows at least two elements that arouse considerable concern, especially within the logic of the “paradigm shift”.

It speaks of “new paths for evangelization”. What does Francis mean by “new”?

The “old” paths begin in the sixteenth century with the evangelization of the natives by Spanish and Portuguese missionaries, some of whom are canonized: St. Toribio de Mogrovejo, St. Francisco Solano, St. José de Anchieta, St. Peter Claver, St. Roque González de Santa Cruz, St. Pedro de San José de Betancur, St. Luis Beltrán, St. Felipe de Jesús, and many others.
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The purpose of this “old” evangelization was very clear: to proclaim to these peoples the Good News of Jesus Christ, baptizing them in the name of the Father, of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit, thus leading them into the bosom of the Holy Roman Catholic Church within that huge spiritual family called Christian civilization. Pope Pius XII rightly called it “the greatest missionary epic after the foundation of the Church.”
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For some decades, however, a new current has arisen that radically challenges such evangelization. The Indians, say the followers of this current, have no need to be taught. Instead, they are the ones who have to teach us. We absolutely must not bring them into the bosom of the Church. On the contrary, it is the Church that must adapt its doctrine, practices, and structures to indigenous ways. Furthermore, we must not ‘impose’ Christian civilization on the Indians. We are the ones who must learn from their tribal model, more “innocent”, more “fair”, showing more “solidarity” and not at all “consumerist”.

This so-called “Indigenist” current has even developed a theology: “Indigenist Liberation Theology” or simply “Indigenist Theology”.

Followers of the Indigenist current are already mobilizing throughout Latin America and in Europe. The Pan-Amazon Synod is too good an opportunity to pass up. Nested in departments of the various Episcopal Conferences, and coordinated by REPAM, they are already preparing the schemes, publishing basic texts and organizing propaganda in the media much as progressives did during the Second Vatican Council.
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Is Indigenism what Pope Francis intends to promote when he speaks of “new paths for evangelization”? If it is not, has he established devices to curb or neutralize the deleterious action of Indigenists? Or, with his laissez faire, is he handing them this opportunity on a silver platter?

A second element that causes concern is the mention of the “crisis of the Amazonian forest, a lung of capital importance for our planet.” First of all, this data is scientifically questionable. The Amazon forest has a dense undergrowth of rotting matter that consumes by night almost all the oxygen produced during the day. The only way to make it become a real ‘lung’ would be to clean it, that is, resort to human intervention: precisely what the environmentalists do not want.

Radical environmentalists go hand in hand with Indigenists by claiming that Indians are in possession of ancient knowledge on the conservation of nature. This is precisely the radical environmentalism that permeates the encyclical Laudato Si’, which Indigenists have hoisted as a kind of manifesto or program.

Along with these two central concerns, other questions arise:

– They want to tamper with the liturgy on the pretext of adapting it to Indigenous mentality and tradition;

– They want to change ecclesiastical discipline in matters of celibacy by creating the figure of married Amazonian priests;

– They want to tamper with the organic structure of the Church by creating a network of indigenous communities rather than parishes to present them later as a model for the universal Church.

Rising on the horizon is the utopia of a new tribal and ecological Church, an old project of Latin American progressives that Plinio Corrêa de Oliveira had denounced as early as 1976. However, this time it is promoted from the very the heart of Christendom.

We will come back to the subject.
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