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“The main purpose of this convocation is to identify new paths for the evangelization of this segment of the People of God, especially the indigenous peoples, often forgotten and without the prospect of a peaceful future, also due to the crisis of the Amazon rainforest, the lungs of paramount importance for our planet.” — Pope Francis, Angelus Address, October 15, 2017
Special Synod on the Pan-Amazon Region 2019
From October 6 to 27, 2019, Catholic bishops from South America and around the world are gathering in Rome for the Special Assembly of the Synod of Bishops for the Pan-Amazon Region. The theme of their meeting is “The Amazon: New Paths for the Church and for Integral Ecology”.
The synod is an opportunity for bishops to discuss with one another and to advise the Holy Father on issues that are important to the Church. The Synod Fathers will listen to the voices of people from the pan-Amazon region of the world, which encompasses nine countries in South America. This synod follows in the footsteps of previous regional synodal assemblies for the Netherlands (1980) and Lebanon (1985).
In the words of Pope Francis in Episcopalis Communio (2018),
“The Synod of Bishops must increasingly become a privileged instrument for listening to the People of God: ‘For the Synod Fathers we ask the Holy Spirit first of all for the gift of listening: to listen to God, that with him we may hear the cry of the people; to listen to the people until breathing in the desire to which God calls us.” (6)

KEY ISSUES
· Dialogue and mission; dialogue as decolonization: According to Synod 2019’s Instrumentum Laboris, “Since the Amazon is a pluri-ethnic, pluri-cultural and pluri-religious world … communication, and therefore evangelization, requires ways of encountering and living together that foster dialogue” (36). The document also states, “Today the Church, in order to exercise its prophetic role with transparency, has the historic opportunity to differentiate itself clearly from the new colonizing powers by listening to the Amazon peoples” (7).

· New paths for evangelization: How does the Church spread the Gospel to remote, isolated regions when ordained clergy are in short supply?

· Learning from Indigenous cultures and peoples: “For the care of the Amazon, the aboriginal communities are indispensable interlocutors, since it is precisely they who normally take best care of their territories” (49).

· A “conversion” to integral ecology: How can the Church in this region best present Christ amidst the ongoing social-environmental crisis? In what ways can the Church stand in solidarity with Amazonian peoples as they face significant challenges to their lives and livelihoods?
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