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MICHAEL PRABHU NOVEMBER 5, 2021
Yes, Parents Have the Right to Shape Their Kids’ School Curriculum
“Parents must cooperate closely with the teachers of the schools to which they entrust their children to be educated; moreover, teachers in fulfilling their duty are to collaborate very closely with parents, who are to be heard willingly …” (Code of Canon Law, No. 796)

https://www.ncregister.com/blog/yes-parents-have-the-right-to-shape-their-kids-school-curriculum                 
Matt D’Antuono, November 5, 2021 
The Washington Post recently published an opinion piece with the headline, “Parents claim they have the right to shape their kids’ school curriculum. They don’t.” Toward the end of the article, the authors argue for the title’s claim by appealing to the precedents set by law. Even if parents remove their children from the public schools, “parental rights remain subject to state regulation and override.”
As a student of philosophy, what catches my attention is the perspective on rights. What are our rights? More importantly, where do they come from? Why do we have them? Only when this question is answered — and it is a philosophical question, not an educational or legal question — can we begin to answer questions about who has what rights. Everyone has a philosophy about rights, whether he realizes it or not. Everyone has a philosophy, whether it has been examined or unexamined, adopted through reason or indoctrinated through society. It is important, though, to seek the truth about this matter since claims about rights take center stage in political discourse. (By the way, the nature and purpose of government is another philosophical topic.)

The authors of the Post article seem to think that our rights are given to us by the government. No other appeal is made to any other source of rights. Whether the authors have any other personal convictions about rights is not clear. 

The philosopher is concerned with asking the question whether or not the government is our only source of rights. If that were the case, then it would never make any sense to argue that the government is not granting people their rights. If women in some countries are not granted the right to an education, then they do not have that right, and there is no basis for arguing that they do have that right since the only source of rights is from the government. This also means that there is no right we enjoy that cannot be taken from us by the government.

This conclusion strikes us as wrong. Even our Declaration of Independence refers to “unalienable rights,” which implies that the government is not the only foundation of our rights. That founding document states that our rights are given to us by God, but the knowledge of these rights are discoverable even apart from divine revelation. Those unalienable rights — what we could call intrinsic rights as opposed to civil rights — are known by the same way morality is known by perennial philosophy: the common essential nature of the human person. Despite all our differences, we are all humans because we share this common essential nature. That is the basis of morality, justice and rights.
Humans are rational and social animals. “Rights” refer to the right relationship among people; our natural relationships as social beings dictate proper order between individuals and groups. These rights are intrinsic because they are built into the very nature of what it means to be human. That is the foundation of rights. Civil rights should be derived from these intrinsic rights.

What then when it comes to parents and education?

As social beings, what is the foundation of society? The family. The union of a man and a woman is what generates new members of society and provides the context for them to be raised. A society composed of mere individuals will die out after one generation. Since the family is the place where children are raised, and since children are by nature rational creatures, the primary duty of education lies with the parents. If communities have established educational facilities and curricula for whole populations of children, it is because parents have entrusted part of the formation of their children to the community.

The parents, however, still have the primary right and duty to make decisions about how their children are raised. If the government does not grant parents their unalienable right to have the final say in their child’s education, then civil rights contradict intrinsic rights. These are the “fundamental rights” put in quotation marks in the first paragraph of the Washington Post piece. Schools and communities operate on the authority and permission of parents, and they do not have the intrinsic right to contradict them, whatever the government says or will say.
What about the goal of education mentioned in the article? It is said that the goal of education, threatened by parental control, is that children learn to think for themselves. That, however, also expresses a certain philosophy — a philosophy of education. The mind, however, is not an instrument primarily for operating on its own; its meaning is to find truth. Education is not so much learning to think for oneself, but to think well, and the danger of indoctrination is just as present in a school as in a home.

The state does indeed bear a high responsibility for the education of its citizens, but that is only because of the essential nature of the human person as a rational being — the same essential nature that reveals an even higher duty of the parents for the education of their children. If the community has a duty to educate its citizens, it is because of the duty that is first incumbent on the parents and is then entrusted to the community.

DIVINI ILLIUS MAGISTRI-ON CHRISTIAN EDUCATION PIUS XI DECEMBER 31, 1929
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/DIVINI_ILLIUS_MAGISTRI-ON_CHRISTIAN_EDUCATION.doc
GRAVISSIMUM EDUCATIONIS-ON CHRISTIAN EDUCATION PAUL VI, VATICAN COUNCIL II OCTOBER 28, 1965
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/GRAVISSIMUM_EDUCATIONIS-ON_CHRISTIAN_EDUCATION.doc
THE CATHOLIC SCHOOL CONGREGATION FOR CATHOLIC EDUCATION MARCH 19, 1977 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/THE_CATHOLIC_SCHOOL.doc 

LAY CATHOLICS IN SCHOOLS-WITNESSES TO FAITH CONGREGATION FOR CATHOLIC EDUCATION OCTOBER 15, 1982 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/LAY_CATHOLICS_IN_SCHOOLS-WITNESSES_TO_FAITH.doc
THE RELIGIOUS DIMENSION OF EDUCATION IN A CATHOLIC SCHOOL CONGREGATION FOR CATHOLIC EDUCATION APRIL 7, 1988 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/THE_RELIGIOUS_DIMENSION_OF_EDUCATION_IN_A_CATHOLIC_SCHOOL.doc
THE PRESENCE OF THE CHURCH IN THE UNIVERSITY AND IN UNIVERSITY CULTURE CONGREGATION FOR CATHOLIC EDUCATION/PONTIFICAL COUNCILS FOR LAITY, CULTURE MAY 22, 1994 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/THE_PRESENCE_OF_THE_CHURCH_IN_THE_UNIVERSITY_AND_IN_UNIVERSITY_CULTURE.doc 
THE CATHOLIC SCHOOL ON THE THRESHOLD OF THE THIRD MILLENNIUM CONGREGATION FOR CATHOLIC EDUCATION DECEMBER 28, 1997 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/THE_CATHOLIC_SCHOOL_ON_THE_THRESHOLD_OF_THE_THIRD_MILLENNIUM.doc
CONSECRATED PERSONS AND THEIR MISSION IN SCHOOLS CONGREGATION FOR CATHOLIC EDUCATION OCTOBER 28, 2002 

http://ephesians-511.net/docs/CONSECRATED_PERSONS_AND_THEIR_MISSION_IN_SCHOOLS.doc
MISSION OF CONSECRATED PERSONS IN THE SCHOOL CONGREGATION FOR CATHOLIC EDUCATION NOVEMBER 19, 2002 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/MISSION_OF_CONSECRATED_PERSONS_IN_THE_SCHOOL.doc
MISSION OF CATHOLIC SCHOOLS FOR EVANGELIZATION TODAY CONGREGATION FOR CATHOLIC EDUCATION NOVEMBER 27, 2002 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/MISSION_OF_CATHOLIC_SCHOOLS_FOR_EVANGELIZATION_TODAY.doc
A COMPREHENSIVE APPROACH TO CHARACTER BUILDING IN CATHOLIC SCHOOLS 
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/A_COMPREHENSIVE_APPROACH_TO_CHARACTER_BUILDING_IN_CATHOLIC_SCHOOLS.doc
CATHOLIC EDUCATIONAL INSTITUTIONS LEADING STUDENTS ASTRAY 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/CATHOLIC_EDUCATIONAL_INSTITUTIONS_LEADING_STUDENTS_ASTRAY.doc
AT WHAT AGE SHOULD YOUR CHILD START SCHOOLING 

http://ephesians-511.net/docs/AT_WHAT_AGE_SHOULD_YOUR_CHILD_START_SCHOOLING.doc
FRANCIS’ EDUCATION PACT HITS WRONG TARGETS, SIDESTEPS ONSLAUGHT OF LGBT INDOCTRINATION http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/FRANCIS_EDUCATION_PACT_HITS_WRONG_TARGETS_SIDESTEPS_ONSLAUGHT_OF_LGBT_INDOCTRINATION.doc
RECALLING THE PURPOSE OF CATHOLIC EDUCATION 
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/RECALLING_THE_PURPOSE_OF_CATHOLIC_EDUCATION.doc
AS CATHOLIC SCHOOLS JETTISON TRUTH, THEY SUCCUMB TO PROGRESSIVE IDEOLOGY 
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/AS_CATHOLIC_SCHOOLS_JETTISON_TRUTH_THEY_SUCCUMB_TO_PROGRESSIVE_IDEOLOGY

.doc
ALASKA ARCHBISHOP DERECOGNIZES TOP PRIVATE CATHOLIC SCHOOL 

http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/ALASKA_ARCHBISHOP_DERECOGNIZES_TOP_PRIVATE_CATHOLIC_SCHOOL.doc
MAN ATTEMPTS SUICIDE IN CHURCH AFTER CHILD DENIED SCHOOL ADMISSION 
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/MAN_ATTEMPTS_SUICIDE_IN_CHURCH_AFTER_CHILD_DENIED_SCHOOL_ADMISSION.doc
