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MICHAEL PRABHU, NOVEMBER 24, 2020
Marie Stopes and Planned Parenthood Whitewash Racist Origins of Their Violent Mission
https://www.ncregister.com/blog/stopes-and-sanger 
Patti Armstrong, November 24, 2020
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Margaret Sanger and Marie Stopes shared an aversion to “racial darkness” — an aversion that led them to promote contraception and eugenics.
Superman would just put glasses on and everyone thought he was Clark Kent. Marie Stopes International, a leading promoter of abortion based in the United Kingdom is using the same approach — trying to hide their true identity with a slight disguise. Their new identity, MSI Reproductive Choices — where killing unborn babies after reproduction is a choice — made a switch from using the name of their eugenicist founder to using just her initials.
Maybe we should give them credit since a bit of honesty is afoot. Switching from their founder’s name to just her initials sustains the connection. After all, eugenics is in their DNA. 

Stopes even corresponded with Adolf Hitler and believed in the creation of a super race where only the best and beautiful should survive. She was an author, a palaeobotanist, a member of the Eugenics Society, and she set up Britain’s first birth control clinic in 1921. It was assumed that she had trained in medicine but her expertise was fossil plants and coal.

Stopes’ particular efforts to provide contraception for the poor was concentrated on her eugenic concerns about impending “racial darkness.” In a 1934 interview for the Australian Women’s Weekly, Stopes advised that mixed-race babies should be sterilized at birth. She remained committed to this cause until her death from cancer in1958 and bequeathed her clinics to the Eugenics Society. (Her only son just got a big dictionary and trinkets since he had married a woman of whom Stopes did not approve.)

 

MSI Scandals
According to Right to Life UK, MSI Reproductive Choices operates in 37 countries and received more than £340 million in the last 10 years, primarily from British taxpayers. Their spokesperson, Catherine Robinson, said, “They run one of the largest population control programs in the world. This program is targeted directly at developing countries, with the organization being responsible for the ending of the lives of almost five million babies in developing countries in 2018.”
MSI has stayed true to their eugenicists roots:

· In October 2020, 10 illegally aborted babies were found discarded and decomposing in a bin at an MSI franchise in Kenya resulting in its closure.

· In 2017, a damning report from the UK’s Care Quality Commission (CQC) accused MSI of paying staff bonuses for persuading women to have abortions.

· In 2016, MSI was forced to suspend abortion services for a month after an unannounced inspection by the CQC found dead fetuses lying in an open bin and staff trying to give a vulnerable, visibly distressed woman an abortion without her consent.

· In 2017, parents and community leaders in Kitui, Kenya were outraged after learning that MSI workers allegedly came into their children’s school and implanted long-lasting contraceptive devices into girls as young as 14 without their parents’ knowledge or consent. 

· In 2018, the west African country of Niger ordered all Marie Stopes facilities to close for facilitating illegal abortions.

Planned Parenthood Too 
Stopes had a counterpart in the U.S. — Margaret Sanger, the founder of Planned Parenthood. Both women promoted contraception and wanted to eliminate minorities. Their organizations became the two largest abortion providers in the world. The women actually met in July 1913. Sanger had given a talk on birth control at a Fabian Society meeting. Stopes showed Sanger her book, Married Love and sought her advice about a chapter on contraception.

Planned Parenthood has also been trying to slip away from their racist founder who had created the “Negro Project” in 1939, specifically targeting the black community to limit babies. This past July, Planned Parenthood of Greater New York announced it would remove Sanger’s name from the Manhattan Health Center to reckon with its founder’s racism. They were also working to change a street sign that marks “Margaret Sanger Square” in Manhattan. And the Margaret Sanger Award, referred to as their highest honor for promoters of abortions such as Nancy Pelosi and Hillary Clinton, was quietly retired after 2015.

Black leaders called the name changes “pointless” since the Black abortion rate is the highest in the country. The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) shows that Black women make up 14% of the childbearing population, yet obtained 36.2 % of reported abortions. In New York City, city health data indicates that more African American babies are aborted in the city than 

 HYPERLINK "https://www.lifenews.com/2018/07/12/more-black-babies-in-new-york-city-are-killed-in-abortions-than-born-alive/" \t "_blank" are born each year.

If you put lipstick on a pig, it’s still a pig. Hiding names does not erase that they are still perpetuating eugenicist goals through targeting poor women and minorities and locating the majority of their abortion clinics in and around non-white neighborhoods. 

It would seem, however, that MSI and Planned Parenthood’s name changes have been at least somewhat successful. They have, after all, managed to fool some people — they have managed to fool themselves.

Let us all pray for the unborn, who are all worthy of the lives God has given them. Pray also for conversions of the deluded ones who think otherwise.

A foe of eugenics: The Catholic author who was sued for libel by Marie Stopes
https://catholicherald.co.uk/a-foe-of-eugenics-the-catholic-author-who-was-sued-for-libel-by-marie-stopes/
Charles Coulombe, November 20, 2020

Last month a new book was published: Exterminating Poverty: The true story of the eugenic plan to get rid of the poor and the Scottish doctor who fought against it. The author is Mark Sutherland, Australian grandson of the book’s subject, Halliday Sutherland (1882-1960). It brought to mind this extraordinary figure of the early 20th century British Catholic Revival, whose work I first encountered in high school.
To be sure, my discovery of the work of this friend and contemporary of Belloc and Chesterton was restricted to his highly entertaining travel books. The latter glowingly reviewed his work: “Dr. Halliday Sutherland is a born writer, especially a born story-teller. Dr. Sutherland, who is distinguished in medicine, is an amateur in the sense that he only writes when he has nothing better to do. But when he does, it could hardly be done better.”
Indeed, in such works as Lapland Adventure and Hebridean Adventure, the good doctor kept this then youthful reader spellbound. But it turned out that there was a more serious side to him.

Having earned his MD in 1908 from Edinburgh University, Sutherland he set to work among tuberculosis, opening a TB clinic in London in 1911. There he discovered that not only was tubercular milk being sold to the poor, but that this action was being hailed by eugenics groups as a way of eliminating the unfit. Sutherland then became an implacable foe of eugenics, something his conversion to Catholicism after World War I did nothing to abate.

This stance brought him into conflict with Marie Stopes. As with the American Margaret Sanger, Stopes pushed birth control as much for eugenics as for any other reason. Sutherland called her out on this tactic in his 1922 book Birth Control, in which he not only exploded the neo-Malthusian ideas behind it, but exposed Stopes for the eugenicist she was. She sued for libel; in a case that over the next two years went all the way to the House of Lords, Sutherland won.

The younger Sutherland’s book deals extensively with this drama – and draws important conclusions for our own times, when eugenics have become tacitly accepted, albeit not under that name. But his grandfather’s crusading spirit did not shrink from denouncing evils wherever he saw them – as at the Magdalene Homes in his Irish Journey. We need his spirit today!

Marie Stopes charity changes name in break with campaigner's view on eugenics
https://www.theguardian.com/global-development/2020/nov/17/marie-stopes-charity-changes-name-in-break-with-founders-view-on-eugenics
November 17, 2020

Marie Stopes International (MSI) is to change its name in an attempt to break its association with the family planning pioneer.
From Tuesday, the abortion and contraception provider, which operates in 37 countries, will abbreviate the initials and go by the name MSI Reproductive Choices.

Born in Edinburgh in 1880, Marie Stopes was an author, prominent women’s rights campaigner and the first female academic at the University of Manchester.

A paleobotanist by training, she opened Britain’s first clinic offering birth control advice to married women in 1921, in the face of fierce opposition from the Catholic church and the male-dominated medical establishment.

Marie Stopes opened Britain’s first clinic offering birth control to married women. Photograph: Baron/Getty

In recent years, however, her family planning work has been overshadowed by her association with the eugenics movement. Among her writings, Stopes called for new laws that allowed the “hopelessly rotten and racially diseased” to be sterilised and wrote fiercely against interracial marriage.

“We’re absolutely not trying to erase her from history, or what she did,” said Simon Cooke, MSI’s chief executive. “For me, she was an acknowledged family planning pioneer, an extraordinary women who broke down barriers … but we really need to look forward and not back. It’s the right moment for us.”

Cooke said the board began seriously discussing a name change in November last year, but that the events of 2020, particularly the Black Lives Matter movement, had propelled change. “The name of the organisation has been a topic of discussion for many years and the events of 2020 have reaffirmed that changing our name now is the right decision,” he said.

The organisation is launching a new 10-year strategy to reach at least 120 million women and girls with voluntary healthcare services over the next decade, and to encourage greater use of telemedicine, something which has increased rapidly during Covid-19 lockdowns. MSI wants to be more active in influencing policy in the countries in which it works.

Cooke said the organisation had done an “exceptional” job in keeping services open during the pandemic. He anticipated health centres would see 10 million clients this year, not far short of the total for 2019. “After the disruption in March and April, we’re now pretty much back to full capacity, particularly in Africa,” he said.

Cooke said that although “we didn’t plan it to be part of our strategy”, the organisation was “delighted” at the result of the US presidential election.
Since 2017, MSI has missed out on about $30m (£22m) a year in US funding because it refused to sign the Mexico City policy, or “global gag rule”, which Donald Trump reenacted when he took office. The policy prevents overseas NGOs that receive US money from providing any abortion services.

President-elect Joe Biden is expected to rescind the policy in January.

• The headline of this article was amended on 17 November 2020 to correctly reflect that the charity Marie Stopes International was named after the campaigner, not founded by her.

Shouldn’t Marie Stopes fall too?
https://www.irishcatholic.com/shouldnt-marie-stopes-fall-too/ 

Mary Kenny, July 2, 2020

Back in the 1990s, I seem to remember Irish students marching in favour of abortion rights, and carrying banners with the name and number of a London clinic – that of Marie Stopes International. The Marie Stopes name was being advertised, in effect, as a symbol of a ‘feminist’ cause of freedom.
This, I think, would not be acceptable today, as movements associated with Black Lives Matter are growing aware of the legacy of Marie Stopes – she was a committed racist and a remorseless eugenicist.
Universities are already deleting the name of Francis Galton from their buildings and laboratories, and his statues are being removed. Galton, a half-cousin of Charles Darwin, was a brilliant Victorian polymath, and the father of modern statistics. He invented modern methods of measuring everything by stats and percentages. He was also one of the fathers of eugenics – the belief that people of ‘superior’ breeding should be encouraged to reproduce, while those deemed ‘inferior’ should be stopped from doing so. His theory applied to both race and class.

Unmentionable
Galton’s name is increasingly considered unmentionable. He is, in the parlance of today, being ‘cancelled’.

Marie Stopes, the famous pioneer of birth control (1880-1958), was an enthusiastic follower of Galton’s theories of eugenics, and they drove her campaigns for the reduction of births among ‘lesser breeds’, while encouraging procreation among an elite.

She became obsessed with these ideas which went to the nuttiest of extremes. She rejected her own daughter-in-law, Mary, because Mary wore glasses – Stopes considered myopia a sign of being ‘dysgenic’, or having ‘bad genes’. She was horrified at the idea that any descendent of hers might be ‘contaminated’ by ‘a disease of the eyes’ such as short-sightedness – a crime against eugenic health.

She approved of Adolf Hitler’s policies – especially since the Third Reich embarked on its genocidal policies by the deliberate killing of disabled children – and sent the Fuehrer a collection of her poetry, along with a fan-letter.

Stopes considered Catholics, blacks and Jews, among others, to be ‘a curse’. So if the Black Lives Matter movement – who have spray-painted and daubed other scientists who had eugenic leanings – surely Marie Stopes, racist and eugenicist, will be a prime target for eradication?

Personally, I don’t agree with the culture of ‘cancelling’ historical characters and eradicating their identity. Much better to widen the discussion, enhance the knowledge, bring more debate and information into the open.

Sometimes it is appropriate to remove a statue or memorial to a historical character, but it should be done in an orderly way by authorities who have a mandate to do it. So I don’t agree with ‘cancelling’ either Francis Galton or his disciple Marie Stopes.

Instead, let the public be exposed to much more information about their lives and their ideas. Let it be known just what Marie Stopes stood for.

But I wouldn’t be surprised if Marie Stopes International thought it wise to change their name, and disassociate from their founder. There’ll be no more banners from Irish students supporting Dr. Stopes.

It’s about parents and teachers, not eugenics

Incidentally, apart from being unethical, the eugenic ideas that Galton et al. promulgated were not, actually, ‘scientific’, there are too many variables involved in human inheritance to guarantee any prevailing characteristic.

Even in animal husbandry, breeding is never an exact science: if you could predictably breed a horse to win every race, then there would be no rich bookies!

Thankfully, human beings have a God-given uniqueness which produces endless surprises, not eugenic certainty.

Modest stock
Take the examples of Britain two female Prime Ministers, Margaret Thatcher and Theresa May. Researchers have scoured their family backgrounds to find ‘superior’ genes to explain their achievement, but have discovered that both came from long lines of modest stock. All four of Mrs. May’s grandparents were domestic servants.

These female achievers owed nothing to eugenics, but much to devoted parents, enlightened teachers and, in both cases, a Church background which underlined duty and conscientiousness.
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