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Roman university backs off plan to honor Father Pavone

https://www.catholicculture.org/news/headlines/index.cfm?storyid=49374
https://www.ncronline.org/news/people/rome-university-reverses-decision-honor-controversial-fr-pavone
Cindy Wooden, Rome, January 14, 2021
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CWN Editor's Note: The Pontifical Athenaeum Regina Apostolorum has withdrawn a plan to honor Father Frank Pavone, the American pro-life activist. A spokesman for the Roman institution, which is operated by the Legionaries of Christ, said that the decision had been made “especially in relation to the political situation, but also ecclesial.” Father Pavone, an outspoken supporter of President Trump, has also been consistently at odds with his bishops.
For a variety of reasons, "especially in relation to the political situation" in the United States, the Legionaries of Christ university in Rome will not honor Fr. Frank Pavone, national director of Priests for Life, said the head of the university's bioethics faculty.
The bioethics department of the Pontifical Athenaeum Regina Apostolorum had announced Jan. 7 on the university's website that it would give Pavone its "A Life for Life" Award and that a Switzerland-based association would provide a monetary prize "to recognize and support Father Pavone's mission."

Less than a week later, the university's academic vice rector issued a statement saying, "Taking into account elements that were not considered at the time of the original decision, the Faculty of Bioethics will forego the awarding of the prize to Father Frank Pavone."

"We are very sorry for the misunderstandings and objections this situation caused," said the statement signed by Legionaries of Christ Fr. David Koonce.

Asked what the additional "elements" were, Legionaries of Christ Fr. Gonzalo Miranda, dean of the bioethics faculty, told Catholic News Service Jan. 14, "It was a sum of factors, especially in relation to the political situation, but also ecclesial."

Pavone, a staunch supporter of U.S. President Donald Trump, had been in the news for his political rhetoric and for his continuing tensions with his bishop.

The initial plan was for Pavone, a priest of the Diocese of Amarillo, Texas, to receive the award Jan. 25 during an online event.

When it announced the award, the university said it would recognize the priest's "decades of service in the promotion of a culture of life," and his role as founder and director of Priests for Life. "In addition," the original announcement said, "it will recognize his activism in speaking in defense of the unborn."
But in addition to his role at Priests for Life and with the Rachel's Vineyard program of retreats for women who regret having had an abortion, Pavone has engaged in very public, very controversial election support for President Trump.

Miranda had told Catholic News Service Jan. 11 that members of the faculty considered possible objections to honoring Pavone, including the "political questions where people can have different opinions, but that is not what we are rewarding."
The faculty initially had decided to move ahead because "the award honors a person who has dedicated his life to defending the sacredness of human life," he said.

As recently as Jan. 8, Pavone's "End Abortion" podcast included a prayer in which he said, "Lord, we acknowledge the blessings you have given us — you are still giving us — through President Donald Trump. We thank you for all the accomplishments. Lord, we pray for our fellow citizens who are so very blind — blind with a capital B — so blind that they do not see the greatest political leader that we've ever had."

An official at the Congregation for Catholic Education told Catholic News Service Jan. 11 that while pontifical universities and institutes must check with the Vatican before awarding an honorary doctorate degree, there is no such requirement for the granting of other awards.

Pro-life priest canceled by pontifical university for ‘political’ and ‘ecclesial’ position

https://www.lifesitenews.com/news/pro-life-priest-canceled-by-pontifical-university-for-political-and-ecclesial-position/
Michael Haynes, Rome, January 15, 2021

Well-known pro-life priest Fr. Frank Pavone has been denied an award he was scheduled to receive for his pro-life work, after the Pontifical Athenaeum Regina Apostolorum backtracked on its original decision citing political and ecclesiastical reasons.
The Pontifical Athenaeum Regina Apostolorum is run by the Legionaries of Christ (LC), whose founder had been found in numerous accounts to have committed sexual misconduct. The university had originally announced on January 7 that Pavone, the national director of Priests for Life since 1993, would receive the “A life for life” award. Swiss-based Associazione Sant’ Elena Imperatrice would also provide a financial gift to “support Father Pavone’s mission.”
The award was intended to honor Pavone’s “decades of service in the promotion of a culture of life,” according to the now-deleted announcement. “The event will highlight Father Pavone’s role as founder and director of the Priests for Life organization. In addition, it will recognize his activism in speaking in defense of the unborn.”

However, a few days later, the university withdrew the award from Pavone, as announced in a very brief press release: “After taking into account aspects that were not considered in the original decision, the School of Bioethics will withhold from offering the prize to Fr. Frank Pavone. We apologize for any trouble that this has caused. We thank all people who value, love, respect and defend human life. The next edition of ‘Una vita per la vita’ will be offered in 2022.”

Reportedly, Fr. Gonzalo Miranda L.C, dean of the faculty of bioethics at the university, had previously mentioned that “members of the faculty considered possible objections to honoring Pavone, including the ‘political questions where people can have different opinions, but that is not what we are rewarding.’” Despite reservations by members of the faculty, the decision to bestow the award on Pavone was made because “the award honors a person who has dedicated his life to defending the sacredness of human life.”

However, after canceling the award, Miranda then said that the most recent decision had been taken due to “a sum of factors, especially in relation to the political situation, but also ecclesial.”

While no further explanation was given as to what “political” factors were deemed significant enough to outweigh Fr. Pavone’s work for the pro-life cause, some have suggested that it may have been due to the priest’s particularly vocal defence of President Trump in the last few days, particularly with regard to the protests at the Capitol.

On the evening of January 6, Fr. Pavone had tweeted: “These Democrats are hypocrites. Biden should shut up; he has no authority to talk right now. He is a fraud & he is not the president-elect. The rest of these sanctimonious, self righteous Democrats should stop complaining. They tried to steal the election & want us to accept it!”

A few days later, he again pointed to the anti-life stance of the Democrat party: “The deluded Democrats can’t tell the difference between a grave threat to democracy and the greatest president we have ever had. No wonder. After all, neither can they tell the difference between constitutional rights and the violent dismemberment of a baby in the womb.”
In another post, Fr. Pavone warned of the dangers which the Biden-led Democrat party posed to the lives of the unborn: “The #DemocratParty & its deluded leader Joe Biden oppose the Hyde Amendment. This provision, protecting our tax dollars from funding #abortion, has saved 2.4million lives (see https://lozierinstitute.org/hydeat40/). So, you self-righteous Dems, that’s way too many lives to save, right?”

Responding to a statement made by the president calling for peace in the wake of violence seen in the Capitol, Fr. Pavone hailed Trump’s “love for God, family, and America, and your exemplary leadership!”

Pavone is an ardent supporter of Trump. Shortly after the 2020 election, he warned of media falsely calling the election for Biden. “Contrary to media manipulation,” he said, “Joe Biden has not won the election for president of United States.”
He referred to the “the ignorance and malice of the Biden supporters,” which was “once again on full display as they try to fool the American public by making them think that the election has been decided.”

Fr. Pavone had previously been on the advisory board of Catholics for Trump and co-chair of Pro-Life Voices for Trump, but stepped down upon the request of the Vatican’s Congregation for the Clergy. However, he did not abandon his support of Trump, whom he termed the “most pro-life president we’ve ever had,” and called upon pro-life voters to “make it their first priority, as it will be mine, to re-elect President Trump, to give him a Republican House and Senate, and to elect Republicans on the state and local level as well.”
Pontifical University cancels pro-life priest

Pro-Trump Fr. Frank Pavone has award withdrawn for 'political' reasons.

https://www.churchmilitant.com/news/article/pontifical-university-cancels-top-pro-life-priest
Dr. Jules Gomes, January 15, 2021
A pontifical university known for its unique commitment to bioethical research has reversed its decision to award a prominent pro-life priest with its "A Life for a Life" award 2021.

Rome's Pontifical Athenaeum Regina Apostolorum announced Wednesday it was revoking the prestigious "Una vita per la vita" prize for 2021 awarded to Fr. Frank Pavone "after taking into account aspects that were not considered in the original decision."
The sudden decision to rescind the award was taken days after the high-profile pro-life campaigner and national director of Priests for Life streamed a live podcast of the pro-Trump Capitol Hill rally on Right Side Broadcasting Network.

"We apologize for any trouble that this has caused," the press release from the university's School of Bioethics stated. "We thank all people who value, love, respect and defend human life. The next edition of 'Una vita per la vita' will be offered in 2022."
'Sum of Factors' Blamed

Church Militant asked Regina Apostolorum if the cancellation of the award had to do with Fr. Pavone's involvement in the Capitol Hill rally or his support for President Donald Trump.

Father David Koonce, academic vice rector, replied: "It was a sum of factors especially in relation to the political situation, but also ecclesial."

Pavone was expected to receive the award on Jan. 25 at a ceremony "in recognition of his decades of service for the pro-life cause," the pontifical university, which is directed by the Legionaries of Christ, earlier announced.
"The Una vita per la vita is given to individuals who have distinguished themselves through research work or in the field of bioethics or in the promotion of respect for human life," it added.

As the climax of the ceremony, Pavone was scheduled to address the gathering with an acceptance speech, and interested viewers were asked to register for the event and participate by Zoom. The university has now deleted the post.

"I have devoted my life to seeing the end of abortion. I will never stop until abortion ends or I have taken my last breath! The unborn babies have no voice, so I gave them mine!" tweeted the priest who also leads the Missionaries of the Gospel of Life and is pastoral director of Rachel's Vineyard.
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A day before his award was canceled, Pavone tweeted: "I am calling psychiatrists together to do formal studies on Trump Derangement Syndrome and to develop treatment options," adding: "No joke ... I'm serious. This is a disease."
The outspoken priest urged "any clergy who are infected by this disease" to "step aside from ministry immediately and get healed" or "go to one of those treatment centers for a long retreat. But just keep quiet in public."
Church Militant has learned that the university may have found Pavone's continuing support for Trump after the Capitol Hill rally "radioactive" given the university's nascent association with the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO).
Regina Apostolorum has signed an agreement with the globalist body establishing a UNESCO Chair of Bioethics and Human Rights to promote "a broad exchange of ideas and the sharing of different experiences through dialogue between higher education institutions of different countries, especially developing countries."  

Father David Koonce is on the board of directors of the UNESCO chair.
Pavone Denounces Violence

Pavone has disavowed the chaos on Capitol Hill. "No Violence! Remember, prayer can move mountains!" he affirmed.

But he has also condemned "the violence and anarchy, the un-American behavior of those who claim to care about America."

Pavone wrote:

The Democrat Party has done immense violence to the Constitution, particularly through its activist judges. They are responsible for the violence that has occurred for every criminal alien who has been allowed to roam our streets thanks to the immoral Democrat attack on sane immigration policies. They have the blood of tens of millions of children on their hands — children ripped from the womb and dismembered by abortion.

They have thrown due process and the presumption of innocence in the garbage with the despicable way they have treated Justice Brett Kavanaugh, President Trump and many others. There's much more, and we will vigorously, unequivocally and repeatedly catalogue and condemn this violence and anarchy. There is no excuse for it. It is a stain on our nation and its institutions.

The life prize, established in 2009, was first awarded to Italian Lucia Barocchi in recognition of her services to needy children. Lucia and her husband Carlo, not having children of their own, promoted the opening of numerous family homes.

In the '70s, Florence's archbishop Cdl. Ermenegildo Florit invited the Barocchis to be part of a committee for the defense of the unborn. From that small group, the first Italian Center for Aid to Life was born and, soon after, the Italian Movement for Life.
The award was conferred on Sr. Cristina Acquistapace, a 41-year-old nun with Down's syndrome in 2014.  

Father Pavone did not respond to Church Militant's request for comment as of press time.
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