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Pope Francis: Catholicism in confusion
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By Dwight Longenecker, August 13, 2019
Some time ago I made it a policy to not criticize Pope Francis. My attitude to the Vatican corruption, immorality amongst the hierarchy, financial skullduggery and Pope Francis’ ambiguous teaching was simply, “He’s the Pope. He’s from a different culture and background. What can we learn from him? Is he a great pope? Time will tell. Is he a bad pope? I give him the benefit of the doubt and realize, sometimes we have good popes. Sometimes we have bad popes. Sometimes we have incompetent popes. Maybe before long we will have a different pope.”
Why complain about the Pope if you don’t like him? You can’t do anything about it, so just get on with doing what you can do with what you have where you are. Be real. Be local. Live the faith and perhaps your prayer for the pope will be that of Tevye for the Czar.

However, I can’t help lamenting this interview of Pope Francis with the Italian paper La Stampa. He speaks about European politics, the immigration crisis and ecology as he looks forward to the upcoming Amazon synod.

Far be it from me to suggest that a Pope should not comment on politics, ecology and immigration. All of these topics and more may be subjects for papal observation and comment.

Nevertheless, what struck me most about the interview with La Stampa is that the Holy Father made no mention of Jesus Christ or his Blessed Mother. There was a brief reference to the Christian roots of Europe, but otherwise no mention of sin, the need for redemption, the need for the Catholic faith and the pressing need for repentance, prayer and conversion of souls.

Nothing.

An opportunity to evangelize and bring the focus back to the Christian faith was lost completely and all that was given out was mushy sweet talk about politically correct theories.

Here is the end of the interview:

Your Holiness, what do you fear most for our planet?
“The disappearance of biodiversity. New lethal diseases. A drift and devastation of nature that can lead to the death of humanity”.

Do you see some new awareness on the environment and climate change issue?
“Yes, especially in the movements of young ecologists, such as the one led by Greta Thunberg, “Fridays for future”. I saw a sign from them that struck me: ‘We are the future!’”.

Can our daily conduct – separating waste collection, not wasting water at home – have an impact or is it insufficient to counter this phenomenon?
“It does have an impact, because it is a matter of concrete actions. And then, above all, it creates and spreads the culture of not dirtying creation”.

This is, quite frankly not only underwhelming, but a total misdirection of the role of the Pope. Ecological campaigning may be vitally important, but that is not his role.

But let us give him the benefit of the doubt. The interview was clearly directed and planned by the journalist. He chose the questions and the direction of the conversation. He also edited and selected the words of the pope. It is very possible that the Pope did speak about the need for repentance and conversion and the opportunity to re-evangelize. It is possible that he spoke powerfully about mankind’s sinful condition and the loving sacrifice of Our Lord to redeem the world. It could be that he promoted the Catholic faith called for the lapsed to return and joyfully proclaimed the Christian gospel.

It could be that he did all that, and the journalist simply edited out the religious stuff.

But then again, maybe not.

This sort of interview is the key cause for the confusion and bewilderment of so many Catholics today. The feel like sheep without a shepherd, that the barque of Peter has no one at the helm. Pope Francis is clearly not a master of media, but he should have people who get final approval of what goes out in his name.

The worst thing about this ambiguity and confusion is that it is causing division. I hear more and more Catholics muttering, “This is not my religion” and the problem with that conclusion is that the Catholic who mutters such must therefore set out to create their own religion. They go cherry picking from this magisterial document and that liturgical theory, the teachings of this pope or the life of that pope.
It’s a pick and mix patch and match do it yourself approach to Catholicism, and we know where that leads.

“This is not my religion…” sounds like Martin Luther or any other sincere Protestant primitivist who thinks they know better than the Pope and sets off to find or found their own “true church.”

And as they do, they cut themselves off from Rome and will always end up in a backwater. Then, before long they end up in conflict with all the other disgruntled Catholics who have also muttered “this is not my religion” and set off to find their own version of Catholicism.

Without an agreed source of authority, this path ends in the fissiparous swamp of sectarianism and strife.

But if the source of authority is itself ambiguous, vague and off target, what else can possibly be the result? What’s to be done?

Well, talking with a good friend about all this last night we agreed that there are some good things go come from the present crisis and confusion. Firstly, it is a good thing to not put so much trust in the pope. Pope Francis himself would probably agree with this. We’re Catholics. We love the pope. We love the church, but let’s take a deep breath and remember: it’s about Jesus first and foremost. It’s about the gospel of Our Lord Jesus Christ. It’s about conforming our will to His to do his work in the world.

Secondly, this focus on the real priorities will also help us focus on what we are supposed to be doing. We’re to be getting on with the business of praying, putting God first, serving him and then serving others. We’re to be reading the Sacred Scriptures, learning and teaching the faith from the catechism and sharing that faith with those in need through evangelization and the corporal acts of mercy…

…and you don’t need the pope looking over your shoulder every minute to do all that.
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PAN AMAZON SYNOD-FROM EVANGELIZATION TO “INTERCULTURAL EXODUS” (2) 
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/PAN_AMAZON_SYNOD-FROM_EVANGELIZATION_TO_INTERCULTURAL_EXODUS-2.doc 

THE AMAZON SYNOD AND THE VATICAN’S RADICAL ENVIRONMENTALISM 
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/THE_AMAZON_SYNOD_AND_THE_VATICANS_RADICAL_ENVIRONMENTALISM.doc
A MISSION THAT BAPTIZED NO ONE IN FIFTY-THREE YEARS: THE FLAWED EVANGELIZATION MODEL OF THE PAN-AMAZONIAN SYNOD 
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/A_MISSION_THAT_BAPTIZED_NO_ONE-IN_FIFTY-THREE_YEARS-THE_FLAWED_EVANGELIZATION_MODEL_OF_THE_PAN-AMAZONIAN_SYNOD.doc
PAN-AMAZON SYNOD: TOWARDS A TRIBAL AND ECOLOGICAL NEW CHURCH? 
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/PAN-AMAZON_SYNOD-TOWARDS_A_TRIBAL_AND_ECOLOGICAL_NEW_CHURCH.doc
AMAZON OR NO AMAZON, THE CHURCH CANNOT ALLOW ANY CONFUSION-CARDINAL PELL – AMAZON SYNOD
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/AMAZON_OR_NO_AMAZON_THE_CHURCH_CANNOT_ALLOW_ANY_CONFUSION-CARDINAL_PELL.doc
ORDAINING MARRIED MEN “ABSOLUTELY NOT” MAIN THEME OF AMAZON SYNOD-POPE FRANCIS 
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/ORDAINING_MARRIED_MEN_ABSOLUTELY_NOT_MAIN_THEME_OF_AMAZON_SYNOD-POPE_FRANCIS.doc
ECOFEMINIST THEOLOGY AND THE AMAZON SYNOD’S THEOLOGICAL ASSUMPTIONS 
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/ECOFEMINIST_THEOLOGY_AND_THE_AMAZON_SYNODS_THEOLOGICAL_ASSUMPTIONS.doc
ECOFEMINIST THEOLOGY AND THE AMAZON SYNOD’S THEOLOGICAL ASSUMPTIONS-2 
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/ECOFEMINIST_THEOLOGY_AND_THE_AMAZON_SYNODS_THEOLOGICAL_ASSUMPTIONS-2.doc
ECOFEMINIST THEOLOGY AND THE AMAZON SYNOD’S THEOLOGICAL ASSUMPTIONS-3 
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/ECOFEMINIST_THEOLOGY_AND_THE_AMAZON_SYNODS_THEOLOGICAL_ASSUMPTIONS-3.doc
ECOFEMINIST THEOLOGY AND THE AMAZON SYNOD’S THEOLOGICAL ASSUMPTIONS-4 
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/ECOFEMINIST_THEOLOGY_AND_THE_AMAZON_SYNODS_THEOLOGICAL_ASSUMPTIONS-4.doc
A MARXIST PROPOSED AS PATRON SAINT OF THE AMAZON SYNOD 
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/A_MARXIST_PROPOSED_AS_PATRON_SAINT_OF_THE_AMAZON_SYNOD.doc
HERE COMES BIODEGRADABLE CHRISTIANITY – AMAZON SYNOD
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/HERE_COMES_BIODEGRADABLE_CHRISTIANITY.doc
THE CHURCH DOES NOT KNOW THE WORD “BREAK” – AMAZON SYNOD
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/THE_CHURCH_DOES_NOT_KNOW_THE_WORD_BREAK.doc
AMAZON SYNOD WORKING DOC IS “APOSTASY”-CARDINAL BURKE LSN
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/AMAZON_SYNOD_WORKING_DOC_IS_APOSTASY-CARDINAL_BURKE.doc
INDIGENOUS ANTHROPOLOGY-A CULTURAL REVOLUTION THAT THREATENS CHRISTIAN LATIN AMERICA-4 – AMAZON SYNOD
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/INDIGENOUS_ANTHROPOLOGY-A_CULTURAL_REVOLUTION_THAT_THREATENS_CHRISTIAN_LATIN_AMERICA-4.doc 

VATICAN’S AMAZON SYNOD APPEARS BENT ON AGENDA THAT BORDERS ON NATURE-WORSHIP-BUT WHERE’S THE GOSPEL? LSN
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/VATICANS_AMAZON_SYNOD_APPEARS_BENT_ON_AGENDA_THAT_BORDERS_ON_NATURE-WORSHIP-BUT_WHERES_THE_GOSPEL.doc 

PACHAMAMA OR MOTHER EARTH WORSHIP AND THE AMAZON SYNOD 
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/PACHAMAMA_OR_MOTHER_EARTH_WORSHIP_AND_THE_AMAZON_SYNOD.doc 

AMAZON SYNOD WORKING DOC IS “UMPTEENTH ATTEMPT TO CREATE ANOTHER CHURCH” 
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/AMAZON_SYNOD_WORKING_DOC_IS_UMPTEENTH_ATTEMPT_TO_CREATE_ANOTHER_CHURCH.doc
AVVENIRE’S ECO-CATASTROPHISM-FUN BUT WORRISOME – AMAZON SYNOD, CCGW
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/AVVENIRES_ECO-CATASTROPHISM-FUN_BUT_WORRISOME.doc 

AMAZON SYNOD-TROJAN HORSE OF LIBERATION THEOLOGY 
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/AMAZON_SYNOD-TROJAN_HORSE_OF_LIBERATION_THEOLOGY.doc 

IN A FIRST, ORTHODOX CATHOLIC VOICES UNITE TO TACKLE AMAZON SYNOD 
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/IN_A_FIRST_ORTHODOX_CATHOLIC_VOICES_UNITE_TO_TACKLE_AMAZON_SYNOD.doc 
THE PAN-AMAZONIAN CONSPIRATORS 
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/THE_PAN-AMAZONIAN_CONSPIRATORS.doc 

CARDINAL BRANDMULLER IS RIGHT. THE AMAZON SYNOD WORKING DOC IS HERETICAL AND CALLS TO APOSTASY 
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/CARDINAL_BRANDMULLER_IS_RIGHT-THE_AMAZON_SYNOD_WORKING_DOC_IS_HERETICAL_AND_CALLS_TO_APOSTASY.doc 

THE AMAZON SYNOD AND PRIESTLY CELIBACY 
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/THE_AMAZON_SYNOD_AND_PRIESTLY_CELIBACY.doc
MARRIED PRIESTHOOD, CELIBACY, AND THE AMAZON SYNOD-AN EASTERN CATHOLIC PRIEST’S PERSPECTIVE 
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/MARRIED_PRIESTHOOD_CELIBACY_AND_THE_AMAZON_SYNOD-AN_EASTERN_CATHOLIC_PRIESTS_PERSPECTIVE.doc 

SYNOD PLANS MISS THE REAL PROBLEMS-AMAZON MISSIONARY BISHOP – AMAZON SYNOD 
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/SYNOD_PLANS_MISS_THE_REAL_PROBLEMS-AMAZON_MISSIONARY_BISHOP.doc 

ARCHBISHOP VIGANO-CHRIST IS ABSENT FROM AMAZON SYNOD WORKING DOC-02 LSN
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/ARCHBISHOP_VIGANO-CHRIST_IS_ABSENT_FROM_AMAZON_SYNOD_WORKING_DOC-02.doc   

POPE BENEDICT ALREADY REJECTED PAGANISM-AFFIRMING PROPOSALS MADE IN AMAZON SYNOD WORKING DOC LSN
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/POPE_BENEDICT_ALREADY_REJECTED_PAGANISM-AFFIRMING_PROPOSALS_MADE_IN_AMAZON_SYNOD_WORKING_DOC.doc 

THE LEFT, CIMI AND THE AMAZON SYNOD LOATHE MY CHRISTIAN BORN BRAZIL 
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/THE_LEFT_CIMI_AND_THE_AMAZON_SYNOD_LOATHE_MY_CHRISTIAN_BORN_BRAZIL.doc 

GERMAN PRIEST DECLARES HIS HOMOSEXUALITY, CREDITS AMAZON SYNOD BISHOP 
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/GERMAN_PRIEST_DECLARES_HIS_HOMOSEXUALITY_CREDITS_AMAZON_SYNOD_BISHOP.doc 

THE REAL “FACE OF THE AMAZON”-A CULTURE OF DEATH – AMAZON SYNOD
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/THE_REAL_FACE_OF_THE_AMAZON-A_CULTURE_OF_DEATH.doc 

AMAZON SYNOD-VATICAN RACISM ON FULL DISPLAY 
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/AMAZON_SYNOD-VATICAN_RACISM_ON_FULL_DISPLAY.doc
AMAZONIA, THE GRAVE OF ORTHODOXY – AMAZON SYNOD
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/AMAZONIA-THE_GRAVE_OF_ORTHODOXY.doc 

THE SPIRIT OF VATICAN II AND THE SPIRIT OF THE AMAZON SYNOD IS THE SAME 
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/THE_SPIRIT_OF_VATICAN_II_AND_THE_SPIRIT_OF_THE_AMAZON_SYNOD_IS_THE_SAME.doc 
ORTHOPRAXY VERSUS AMAZONIA (1) – AMAZON SYNOD
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/ORTHOPRAXY_VERSUS_AMAZONIA-1.doc 

ORTHOPRAXY VERSUS AMAZONIA (2) – AMAZON SYNOD
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/ORTHOPRAXY_VERSUS_AMAZONIA-2.doc
ORTHOPRAXY VERSUS AMAZONIA (3) – AMAZON SYNOD, NEW AGE
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/ORTHOPRAXY_VERSUS_AMAZONIA-3.doc
ORTHOPRAXY VERSUS AMAZONIA (4) – AMAZON SYNOD, NEW AGE
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/ORTHOPRAXY_VERSUS_AMAZONIA-4.doc
A BREATH OF FRESH AIR – AMAZON SYNOD
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/A_BREATH_OF_FRESH_AIR.doc
INDIAN WOMEN THEOLOGIANS DIVIDED ON FEMALE DIACONATE – AMAZON SYNOD

http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/INDIAN_WOMEN_THEOLOGIANS_DIVIDED_ON_FEMALE_DIACONATE.doc
DON’T BE TEMPTED BY FALSE GARDENS-WE PREACH CHRIST CRUCIFIED – AMAZON SYNOD
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/DONT_BE_TEMPTED_BY_FALSE_GARDENS-WE_PREACH_CHRIST_CRUCIFIED.doc 
PAN-AMAZONIAN PANDEMIC-A PIVOTAL MOMENT IN THE CHURCH – AMAZON SYNOD
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/PAN-AMAZONIAN_PANDEMIC-A_PIVOTAL_MOMENT_IN_THE_CHURCH.doc
WORKING DOCUMENT FOR AMAZON SYNOD IS BOTH A CATCH-ALL AND A COVER 
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/WORKING_DOCUMENT_FOR_AMAZON_SYNOD_IS_BOTH_A_CATCH-ALL_AND_A_COVER.doc 

AMAZON SYNOD WORKING DOC IS “ATTACK ON THE FOUNDATIONS OF THE FAITH”-CARDINAL BRANDMULLER 
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/AMAZON_SYNOD_WORKING_DOC_IS_ATTACK_ON_THE_FOUNDATIONS_OF_THE_FAITH-CARDINAL_BRANDMULLER.doc 

FRANCIS X ROCCA IN THE WALL STREET JOURNAL ON THE AMAZON SYNOD 
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/FRANCIS_X_ROCCA_IN_THE_WALL_STREET_JOURNAL_ON_THE_AMAZON_SYNOD.doc
AMAZON SYNOD WORKING DOCUMENT NOT ONLY HERESY BUT ALSO STUPIDITY-CARDINAL MULLER 
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/AMAZON_SYNOD_WORKING_DOCUMENT_NOT_ONLY_HERESY_BUT_ALSO_STUPIDITY-CARDINAL_MULLER.doc 

