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APRIL 17, 2019
Pope Francis denounces ‘restorationist’ orders bursting with young people 

https://www.lifesitenews.com/news/pope-francis-denounces-traditional-orders-bursting-with-young-people
By Pete Baklinski, Rome, February 9, 2017
Pope Francis has stated that the rise of new religious institutes that attract numerous religious vocations “worries” him because they often promote “rigidity.” Francis denounced new traditional religious orders as “Pelagians,” who want a return to asceticism and penance.
In an obvious reference to the Legionaries of Christ, he called young people in traditional orders “soldiers who seem ready to do anything for the defense of faith and morality, and then some scandal emerges involving the founder [male or female].” 

“So, do not put hope in the sudden, mass blooming of these Institutes,” he added. 

“When they tell me that there is a congregation that draws so many vocations, I must confess that I worry,” he said during the closed-door meeting with 140 Superiors General of male religious orders and congregations that took place November 25. The transcript of the unscheduled Q&A was published this week by the leading Italian newspaper Corriere della Sera.
Asked about how to fire the hearts of young people for the cause of the Gospel, the pope turned his focus to the training of “seminarians and future priests.”

Francis said that in priests’ training the “logic of black and white” that “can lead to abstract casuistry” must be avoided. 

“Discernment, meanwhile, means moving forward through the gray of life according to the will of God. And the will of God is to be sought according to the true doctrine of the Gospel and not in the rigidity of an abstract doctrine,” he said. 

Asked what should be done about the plummeting number of vocations to the priesthood, the pope said that while the decline “worries me” he is also worried about the rise of new traditional religious orders.

“Some are, I might say, ‘restorationist’: they seem to offer security but instead give only rigidity,” he said. 

“When they tell me that there is a Congregation that draws so many vocations, I must confess that I worry. The Spirit does not follow the logic of human success: it works in another way. But they tell me that there are so many young people prepared to do anything, who pray a great deal, who are truly faithful. And I say to myself: ‘Wonderful: we will see if it is the Lord!’.”

Traditional orders do not simply worry Pope Francis. Within months of becoming pope in March 2013, Francis moved quickly to utterly dismantle the flourishing Franciscan Friars of the Immaculate. The order, which encouraged the Latin Mass, was one of the most faithful of all of the new Catholic religious orders, especially in regard to their pro-life commitment. The move stunned faithful Catholics. 

In 2015 the pope warned bishops against ordaining “traditionalist” seminarians, stating that doing so was like placing a “mortgage on the Church.” 

In 2012 under Benedict XVI, the Vatican was in the process of reforming the umbrella group of American nuns and sisters for their “secularist mentality [and] 'feminist' spirit.” After Francis took over the reins of the Church, that process concluded by offering the nuns’ group a “positive message.”

During the November Q&A Francis also admitted that there is “corruption in the Vatican” but he is nevertheless “at peace” by the “grace of God.”
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I rarely understand what our Pope is talking about. It all comes across as nonsense to me. Is that what he is going for I wonder: to speak in vague generalities so that the average Catholic doesn't understand his intentions? I so very much wish for another Pope.
I too noticed that theological error immediately. The Holy Spirit is not an impersonal IT, but a divine Person, the 3rd Person of the Most Holy Trinity, It is by Him that she, the Immaculate Virgin, conceived the Incarnate Logos.

If being “rigid” means:
● stand firm in the faith (1 Cor. 16:13), 
● stand firm therefore, having girded your loins with truth (Eph. 6:14), 
● stand firm in the Lord (Phil 4:1, 1 Thess. 3:8), 
● stand firm and hold to the traditions which you were taught whether by word or by letter from us (2 Thess. 2:15), then, by the grace of God and the strength of His Holy Spirit may we all be “rigid”.
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