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APRIL 23, 2021
A three-part series examining the Church's view of ecumenism
Pope Francis commits to ecumenism
But Catholic Tradition rebukes error
https://www.churchmilitant.com/news/article/tradition-and-ecumenism 
Raymond de Souza, April 22, 2021
In a letter marking the 25th anniversary of Pope John Paul II's 1995 encyclical Ut Unum Sint, Pope Francis called for a renewed commitment to ecumenism, according to the Church's "irrevocable" commitment to the task of ecumenism.
Pope Francis invited everyone to "ask the Spirit to guide our steps and to enable everyone to hear the call to work for the cause of ecumenism with renewed vigor." Vatican News reported that the pope has reminded the faithful that "ecumenism is not something optional."

As Catholics faithful to the Church Magisterium, we may find it profitable to read what the Catholic tradition — the Sacred Tradition — has to say about true ecumenism.
What Is True Ecumenism?

First of all, all councils of the Church have been ecumenical, that is, have fostered true ecumenism — especially when they condemned heresies — because there is a true ecumenism and a false one. True ecumenism means the bringing together of all peoples under one single faith, that they may be one, so that there may be one Lord, one Faith, and one baptism (Ephesians 4:5) in the one Church of God (1 Timothy 3:15).

False ecumenism, on the other hand, means to bring together all faiths under the same people, regardless of creed, origin or preference. This is utter nonsense.

The Vatican II decree on ecumenism, quoted in the Catholic Catechism, states:

It is through Christ's Catholic Church alone, which is the universal help towards salvation, that the fullness of the means of salvation can be obtained. It was to the Apostolic College alone, of which Peter is the head, that we believe that Our Lord entrusted all the blessings of the New Covenant, in order to establish on earth the one Body of Christ into which all those should be fully incorporated who belong in any way to the People of God (Unitatis Redintegratio, 3:5).

But dissenters emerged into the Body of Christ and caused division.

As noted in section 817 of the Catechism: "In fact, 'in this one and only Church of God from its very beginning there arose certain rifts, which the Apostle strongly censures as damnable. But in subsequent centuries much more serious dissensions appeared and large communities became separated from full communion with the Catholic Church'" (Unitatis Redintegratio, 34:1).
Unity in Truth, Not Error

But the ruptures that wound the unity of Christ's Body do not occur without sin — here we must distinguish heresy, apostasy and schism.

The Catechism, in section 817, quotes Origen: "Where there are sins, there are also divisions, schisms, heresies and disputes. Where there is virtue, however, there also are harmony and unity, from which arise the one heart and one soul of all believers."

Therefore, true ecumenism spurs Catholics to bring together the dissenters into full union with the Catholic Church, and not only indulge in praying together with them in ecumenical gatherings.

This is the goal from the Church's very inception — unity in the truth, not in error. For instance:

(Pope St. Clement, in A.D. 95, said in his epistle to the Corinthians: "Why do we wrench and tear apart the members of Christ?"
(Pope St. Leo the Great, in A.D. 460, said in a letter: "In your zeal for the service of God, aim at winning back to Him, by the prayers of the Church, all those who have in any way strayed from it."

 

(Pope St. Gregory VII, in A.D. 1082, said in his Letter to All the Faithful: "We desire one thing: that the Holy Church, now trampled upon and in confusion and divided into parties, may return to its former unity and splendor."
(Pope Leo XIII said in Rerum Novarum, 1891: "Whoever departs from the Church wanders far from Christ." Three years later, in 1894, he said in Praeclara Gratulationis Publicae: "The true union between Christians is that which Jesus Christ, the Author of the Church, instituted and desired, and which consists in a unity of faith and a unity of government."

The great problem with dissenters is that they misrepresent some truths of the Catholic faith, and thus promote discord and division. The Catholic Catechism, in paragraph 2464, is clear about the fidelity to the truth as a necessary consequence of the Eighth Commandment: "The eighth commandment forbids misrepresenting the truth in our relations with others. ... Offenses against the truth express by word or deed a refusal to commit oneself to moral uprightness: They are fundamental infidelities to God."

Not just misrepresentations, but ambiguities — when one says things that can be understood in two or three different ways, one orthodox, the other heretical and the other confusing — are also a great disservice to true ecumenism. Case in point:
(Pope St. John Paul II, in his 1993 Veritatis Splendor, said: "Truth enlightens man's intelligence and shapes his freedom, leading him to know and love the Lord."
(Scripture notes that truth in the Faith, not individual opinions, must be promoted by authentic ecumenism, because "without faith, it is impossible to please God" (Hebrews 11:6).
(Pope Pius IX, in his 1846 Qui Pluribus, said: "There is nothing more certain than our faith, nothing safer, nothing more holy, nothing that rests on firmer principles."
(Pope Leo XIII, in his 1879 Aeterni Patris, declared: "The Christian Faith, reposing on the authority of God, is the unfailing mistress of truth. Whosoever follows it will be neither enmeshed in the snares of error nor tossed hither and thither on the waves of fluctuating opinions." In his 1893 Providentissimus Deus, he emphasized: "The sense of Holy Scripture can nowhere to be found incorrupt outside of the Church, and cannot be expected to be found in writers who, being without the true Faith, only know the bark of Sacred Scripture, and never attain the pith."
(Pope Pius XII, in his 1950 Humani Generis, said: "Truth ... cannot change from day to day."

The conclusion of these papal teachings is evident: Only the truth, the true Faith preached by the authentic preachers of the Church, will make us free from sin and safe from perdition. No number of opinions of dissenters will save our souls. The ecumenical efforts of the Church must be oriented to preaching the truth — and only the truth — and refuting error.

Condemning Error

It is important to emphasize that the doctrinal mission of the Church consists not only in teaching the truth but also in condemning error. No teaching of the truth is sufficient unless it includes the enunciation and refutation of the objections which may be brought against that truth.

As Pope Pius XII, in a 1947 Christmas radio message, said, "The Church, ever overflowing with charity and kindness toward those who go astray, but faithful to the word of her Divine Founder, who said: 'He that is not with me is against me' (Matthew 12:30) could not fail in Her duty of denouncing error and unmasking the sowers of lies..." (Discorsi e Radiomessagi, Vol. IX, p. 393).

Pope Pius XI expressed the same thought in his March 14, 1937 encyclical against Nazism, Mit Brennender Sorge, saying, "The first gift of love of the priest to his milieu, and which is incumbent upon him in the most evident manner, is the gift of serving truth, the whole truth, and to unmask and refute error under all the forms, masks and disguises in which it is presented" (AAS, Vol. XXIX, p. 1, 63).

The false maxim that teaching the truth does not require attacking or refuting error is of the essence of the heresy of religious liberalism. There is no adequate Christian formation without apologetics. That is what authentic Catholics promote by way of Christian unity in the truth. Therefore, ecumenism can be mandatory only if it is true ecumenism, centered on the truth, not in opinions, however sincere they may appear to be.

Two images omitted.

True vs. false ecumenism

Creating authentic unity in the One True Faith
https://www.churchmilitant.com/news/article/true-vs-false-ecumenism 
Raymond de Souza, April 22, 2021

The fullness of Truth is found in the Catholic Church alone — period. Other religions may have parts of the truths of the Faith, in greater or lesser degree, but mixed with errors. But today, false ecumenism tends to lead many to recoil from this reality, as being "un-ecumenical," "approaching triumphalism," "uncharitable," not showing true "Christian love and understanding," comparing it to the so-called "dark old medieval days of hostility and misunderstanding."
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But we must ask: Can the Catholic Church set aside some of the truths revealed to Her from Jesus Christ at the dawn of our Redemption, simply to be together with other Christians whose churches have not originated in early Christianity? Is it honest to hide our intention of converting everyone to Christ?

No, it is not honest to do so. It is far more charitable for Catholics to tell the whole truth in charity, and seek the unity that is intended by Christ and His Apostles, not the cacophonic fake "unity" sought by the World Council of Churches.

Scriptural 'Unity'

"To know history is to cease to be a Protestant," said the English convert John Henry Newman. We must investigate history, discuss the claims of the new churches in an atmosphere of frank and friendly dialogue. We must investigate the possibility of the Catholic Church going wrong after Constantine the Great, and if the so-called reformation of the 16th century was indeed a return to original Christianity, or the making of something completely foreign to it.
If there was a return, which church has restored the full gospel? There are thousands of churches today. And when — and by whom — was the gospel lost?

We believe and know that the will of Christ is the union of all around the rock that he himself established on earth — the See of Peter. Let our separate brethren investigate our claim and find out how it makes sense, so "they all may be one, as thou, Father, in me, and I in thee; that they also may be one in us," as Jesus said (John 17:21).

In His Sacred Humanity, Jesus came to do the will of His Father, because His human will was — and is — perfectly united with His divine will. "Holy Father, keep them in thy name, whom thou hast given me, that they may be one, as we also are" (John 17:11).

The Divine Persons of the Trinity have the most perfect unity of mind, intentions and means. That is the type of union that Jesus prays we may have with each other, not mere togetherness in the same place pretending to be united in prayer. Scripture underscores this, through:

("One fold and one shepherd" (John 10:16)

("One body and one Spirit; as you are called in one hope of your calling. One Lord, one Faith, one baptism, one God and Father of all" (Ephesians 4:4–6)

("We being many are one body" (1 Corinthians 10:17) 

("You are all one in Christ Jesus" (Galatians 3:28)

Hence, St. Paul was very radical in opposing dissensions in matters of faith: "I appeal to you, brethren, by the name of Our Lord Jesus Christ, that all of you agree and that there be no dissensions among you, but that you be united in the same mind and the same judgment" (1 Corinthians 1:10). Luther's "Sola Scriptura" is here outright condemned by St. Paul.

"Now I beseech you, brethren, to mark them who make dissensions and offenses contrary to the doctrine which you have learned, and avoid them" (Romans 16:17). That is where the Church learned to excommunicate heretics, following St. Paul.

A non-offensive "ecumenical prayer of unity" is more acceptable to everyone today because it is more vague and ambiguous. But it's therefore un-Christian, displeasing to God.
Jesus made it clear:

("Let your 'yes' be 'yes,' and your 'no,' 'no.' For whatever is more than these is from the evil one." (Matthew 5:37)

("And you shall know the truth, and the truth shall set you free." (John 8:32)

("Sanctify them in truth. Thy word is truth." (John 17:17)
On the other hand, in daily life, Catholics are not only allowed but also encouraged to work parallelly in projects with other baptized Christians in pro-life activities, acting as citizens of the same country; in political work to prevent anti-family legislation; or in efforts to oppose abortion, IVF, homosexual unions, transgenderism and so on.

But the final goal is simple and straightforward — conversion to Catholicism so that there may be a corporative reunion according to the mind of Christ around the See of Peter.

'Bear Not the Yoke with Unbelievers'

When one moves on from parallel activities to "ecumenical union," then the pursuit of the truth is of fundamental importance. What is the use of being united in error? Take "women priests" and "bishops" in the Anglican Churches; the homosexual "priests" in the Episcopalian church; or the plans of Mormonism to restore polygamy and their belief in polytheism, etc. We cannot make true ecumenism with these people.

St. Paul is adamant:

Bear not the yoke with unbelievers. For what participation has justice with injustice? Or what fellowship has light with darkness? Or what concord has Christ with Belial? Or what part has the faithful with the unbeliever? And what agreement has the temple of God with idols? For you are the temple of the living God. As God says, I will dwell in them, and walk among them; and I will be their God and they shall be my people. Wherefore, go out from among them, and be ye separate, says the Lord. (1 Corinthians 6:17)

Certainly, we must be polite — not condescending — towards anyone. But if we indeed seek the unity for which Christ prayed, then we must seek all of that truth that has been revealed by God. The totality of God's truth is contained in the traditional teaching of the Catholic Church.

All authority in Heaven and on earth has been given to me. Go, therefore, and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I have commanded you. And lo, I am with you always, to the end of time." (Matthew 28:18–20)

As Scripture teaches in Mark 16:16, "He who believes and is baptized will be saved, but he who does not believe will be condemned," but not every belief saves. Relativism is both wrong and damnable.

Let us remember this fundamental principle: The false maxim that teaching the truth does not require attacking or refuting error is of the essence of the heresy of religious liberalism. There is no adequate Christian formation without apologetics.

As the prophet Nehemiah tells us how to build the walls of the New Jerusalem, "Of them that built on the wall and that carried burdens and that laded, with one of his hands he did the work, and with the other he held a sword. For every one of the builders was girded with a sword about his reins (4:17–18). 
God-Pleasing 'Unity'

Of course, authentic unity must be based on truth — not on opinions, personal interpretations, preferences, approaches, orientations, personal perspectives, viewpoints and whims.

So, we can better define the reality of false ecumenism: It results in the mingling of beliefs and creeds which, being contradictory among themselves, cannot possibly fit in the type of unity Christ desires for us. How can a Christian, who believes in the power of free will to say yes or no to God's grace, be equally pleasing to Christ as the "Christian" who believes in Calvinist predestination? Or the differences among Christians regarding infant baptism? Jesus' presence in the Eucharist? The necessity of good works? The power of the priest to forgive sins in God's name, and so on?
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Christianity and heresy do not mix
Today’s ecumenism is flawed reductionism
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If our ecumenical endeavors do not seek total unity in the truth — that is, in dogma, morals, government and worship — all we will be doing is simply being polite, comparing notes and opinions, making comments on our own beliefs and ending up saying, "Well, that's what we believe and, in the end, surely we worship the same God, and what really matters is what you have in your heart. So we just agree to disagree."
Is that really the fulfillment of Jesus' prayer for us to "be one as He and Father are one"? Does that mean we are intimately united among ourselves as the Persons of the Trinity are in their one nature?

God is absolute truth. If we ignore this reality, we do so at our own peril. Unity must exist in everything fundamentally Catholic: The Trinity, Christ's divinity, the necessity of baptism, the reality of the Real Presence of Jesus in the Eucharist, the role of Peter, the seven sacraments, the authority of Church to interpret Scripture, power to forgive sins and so on.

But when you find so many discrepancies and contradictions among Christian denominations, a hodgepodge of creeds and schisms, then you know that Christ is demonstrably not in that cacophony. They cannot all be true. Cacophony is not a mark of consistency; truth cannot contradict itself.  
Flawed Reductionism

Today many "ecumenical" folks in the Church, even in the Vatican, search for the lowest common denominator and end up in an agreement on less important things and a compromising silence on the most important ones of the Faith. But as Pope St. John Paul II noted in his 1995 encyclical Ut Unum Sint, "In matters of faith, compromise is in contradiction with God, who is Truth."

The pope couldn't be more explicit about false ecumenism. The ecumenical movement must be precisely an effort that moves towards a specific goal, that of full unity, towards God's truth, away from error, not just sitting and smiling at each other and hugging one another and exchanging pleasant comments. 

As Pope St. John Paul II noted in section 36 of Ut Unum Sint:
Full communion, of course, will have to come about through the acceptance of the whole truth into which the Holy Spirit guides Christ's disciples. Hence all forms of reductionism or facile "agreement" must be absolutely avoided. Serious questions must be resolved, for if not, they will reappear at another time, either in the same terms or in a different guise.

We must move towards the New Jerusalem, the heavenly city, the Bride of Christ, the house of God, which was not built upon the moving sands of individual opinions, but upon a rock — as in the parable — a rock, Peter.

Jesus founded a Church in which the Apostles were the first bishops, and He chose one of them to be the head. The rest is history.
Seek the Fullness of Truth

Yes, many churches (from the "reformation" of Christianity, or rather, the deformation of Christianity) have elements of truth — some more, some less. But we are not and cannot be satisfied with the partial truth mixed up with error. We can only be satisfied with the fullness of the truth, which is found only in the Catholic Church, as John XXIII taught in his 1961 Mater et Magistra: "Mother and Teacher of all nations — such is the Catholic Church in the mind of Her Founder, Jesus Christ. ... She is 'the pillar and foundation of the truth' (1 Timothy 3:15)."

Let us remember the basic difference between true and false ecumenism: True ecumenism is to bring all peoples into one single Church; false ecumenism is to bring all churches into one single people.

Regarding those who think otherwise, especially in the Hierarchy, Jesus warns us, saying: "Beware of false prophets, who come to you in sheep's clothing, but inwardly they are ravenous wolves" (Matthew 7:15); and "Not everyone that says to me, 'Lord, Lord' shall enter into the kingdom of Heaven. But he that does the will of my Father who is in Heaven, he shall enter into the kingdom of Heaven" (Matthew 7:21).
Evangelize All Nations

An enlightening example happened when Japanese bishops went to Rome in their ad limina visit and spoke with the pope. Bishop Toshio Oshikawa told Vatican Radio that there are only 447,000 Catholics in Japan's population of 130 million because it is regarded by many as a "Western product." Because of this, the bishops are promoting the inculturation of the Christian faith.

Those bishops have not studied the encyclical Evangelii Nuntiandi of Paul VI, where he teaches that "pre-Christian religions must be purged by the gospel." That is, those elements incompatible with the gospel must be purged. Much discernment is necessary.
John Paul started by reminding them of the highly successful apostolate of St. Francis Xavier, a Western missionary who converted thousands of Japanese to the true Faith. The converts had great faith and are the model for today and the future.
"Inculturation," the pontiff said, must not be the product of a committee. According to John Paul II, it must consist of "translat[ing] the truths of the Faith into categories more readily accessible to Asian sensibilities and the mentality of your people. The challenge is to present the 'Asian face of Jesus' in a way that is in perfect harmony with the Church's whole mystical, philosophical and theological tradition."

John Paul II emphasized that the clergy must set the example, as "the work of St. Francis Xavier and the first missionaries, which has borne such fruit in the past, will continue to bear abundant fruit as long as their memory is cherished and venerated."

The message could not be clearer: A return to the preaching and the prayer life of the original missionaries — like St. Francis Xavier — will produce the call to holiness that the Church needs, not only in Japan, but all over the world. And the promotion of authentic ecumenism, ecumenism aimed at bringing everyone to the fold of Christ, must be the goal and purpose of evangelization.
Be Bold, Be Clear

No mixture of Christianity with heresy (as in the case of the many denominations of Protestantism) or with paganism (as in the case of the Pachamama or Islam) will ever be the mark of authentic Christian mission.

These final quotes from Pope John Paul II are well worth remembering:

("Learn to think, speak and act in accordance with the evangelical simplicity and clarity: yes, yes; no, no. Learn to call good, "good" and evil, "evil." To call black, "black" and white, "white"; to call sin, "sin" and not "liberation" or "progress," even if fashion and propaganda are opposed to this [teaching]" (Address to University Students in Rome, 1981)
("It would be a contradiction to settle for a life of mediocrity, marked by a minimalist ethic and a shallow religiosity" (Address to the Bishops of Japan, 1985)

("What the Church needs [is] a new apologetics for the people, that they can understand what the Church teaches — especially so in a world where people are continuously subjected to the cultural and ideological pressure of the media and the aggressively anti-Catholic attitude of many sects" (Address to the Bishops of the Antilles, 2002)
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