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Saint Celestine V Renouncing the Papacy
Let’s Say Pope Francis Resigns. What Next?
https://onepeterfive.com/francis-resigns-next/
By Martin Burger, September 3, 2018

By now everybody in the world, or so it seems, knows about the damning accusations made by the former apostolic nuncio to the United States, Archbishop Carlo Maria Viganò from Italy, implicating a number of bishops and cardinals, even the pope. Viganò, in his 11-page written testimony, calls on Pope Francis to resign: “Pope Francis must be the first to set a good example for cardinals and bishops who covered up McCarrick’s abuses and resign along with all of them.”
How can Pope Francis avoid resigning?
Given the clear call by Archbishop Viganò, there are only two possible replies. Either Pope Francis resigns or he doesn’t. What happens if he doesn’t resign? How can he justify not resigning? Pope Francis can claim that the testimony by Archbishop Viganò is flawed, entirely untrue at least in regard to himself. He can claim that he was not aware of whatever Viganò says he was aware of, and the conversations the archbishop mentions never happened. In this case, it’s the pope’s word against the word of one lone archbishop (so far). The pope will announce a thorough investigation into all the claims made by Viganò, and, after a little while, a few heads will roll. This will certainly include Cardinal Wuerl, who, in accordance with canon law, handed in his resignation letter two years ago, when he turned 75.

What about the next conclave?
The second scenario – Pope Francis resigns – can develop into two different directions. Pope Francis created a significant number of new cardinals – 59 of which can vote in a conclave as of today. One hundred twenty-four cardinals are eligible to vote, in total, even though Pope John Paul II decreed the limit to be 120 cardinals (Universi Dominici Gregis, 33). How many of those made cardinal by Pope Francis are really on board with the direction in which he’s trying to take the Church? Some are easily grouped with Francis, like Cardinal Tobin of Newark, New Jersey; Cardinal Cupich of Chicago, Illinois; and Cardinal Baldisseri, secretary-general of the Synod of Bishops. On the other hand, certain people made cardinal by the current pope are not to be counted among his supporters. Think of Cardinal Müller, former head of the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith.

Forty-seven bishops were created cardinal by Pope Benedict XVI, but it should be known that not all of them, perhaps not even the majority, would actually support a new pope who is more in line with Joseph Ratzinger. Yes, there are Cardinal Burke of the Order of Malta; Cardinal Sarah of the Congregation for Divine Worship and the Discipline of the Sacraments; and Cardinal Woelki, archbishop of Cologne, who was one among the few German bishops opposed to the idea of giving communion to Protestant spouses of Catholics. At the same time, you can find people like Cardinal Wuerl of Washington and Cardinal Marx of Munich. Finally, Pope John Paul II is still responsible for 18 cardinals eligible to vote, most prominently Cardinal Schönborn, archbishop of Vienna, who tends to say whatever his given audience wants to hear, as well as support and defend whatever any given pope proposes – be it Wojtyla, Ratzinger, or Bergoglio.

Of the 124 cardinals, the majority are the great unknown. One would have to look into their publicly voiced opinions, the way they celebrate the liturgy, whom they associate with, and, if they have an actual diocese, and the state of their seminaries and schools, as well as mass attendance, frequency of confession, and other things. Only after an enormous amount of research would it be possible to say with relative certainty (we’re speaking about a divine institution, after all) whether or not the direction of Pope Francis would be continued by a new pope.

Will the conclave favor continuity with Pope Francis?
What happens if there is no majority in a conclave for the disciples of Francis? The most prominent opponent to a lot of what Pope Francis does is Cardinal Burke, who was bishop of La Crosse, Wisconsin and archbishop of St. Louis, Missouri before heading the Apostolic Signatura in Rome. Pope Francis demoted him and gave him an honorary position with the Order of Malta.

It’s unlikely for Burke to be elected pope. The cardinals will be afraid to elect someone from North America, because the media are sure to dig up every single speck of dirt that can be found, no matter how insignificant. The first reason is simply the desire for a scoop; the second is that Burke is a conservative, which almost nobody in the media would appreciate.

Other names come to mind, for instance Cardinal Müller, but it’s impossible to know if enough cardinals would rally around him. A new pope from Asia or Africa is not unimaginable. The idea would be to elect a person distant from the epicenters of corruption and depravity in the West. At the same time, many cardinals might be weary of electing someone they don’t know very well – the election of Bergoglio was a mistake some cardinals won’t want to repeat. Also, the better known cardinals from these two continents are a mixed bag, at best, ranging from Cardinal Sarah on the one hand to Cardinal Tagle on the other. The spectrum may well extend even farther, given our lack of knowledge about most cardinals.

What’s to be done now?
The scenarios outlined show that even if Pope Francis resigns, that doesn’t guarantee sound theology and a morally upright life for our hypothetical new pontiff. There’s a long way to go for the Church’s human element to be restored to something resembling holiness. A lot of trust has to be earned. It’s important for people in the Church to come forward and name names. Only then can the faithful make informed decisions regarding their shepherds. Above all, Catholics need to pray for a restoration of order, divine order, in the Church, as well as in society.
If Francis should resign, what then?
 HYPERLINK ""  https://www.thecatholicthing.org/2019/02/16/if-francis-should-resign-what-then/
https://www.lifesitenews.com/opinion/if-francis-should-resign-what-then
By William Kilpatrick, February 16, 2019
After providing evidence for the existence of widespread corruption in the hierarchy – corruption that, he claims, Pope Francis knew about and enabled – Archbishop Carlo Maria Viganò called on Pope Francis to resign:  “He must acknowledge his mistake and … must be the first to set a good example for cardinals and bishops who covered up McCarrick’s abuses and resign along with all of them.”
Without getting into the thorny question of whether or not popes should resign, it’s worth considering some of the scenarios if Francis did choose to resign.  At this point, it seems unlikely that he will, but if more revelations accumulate he might change his mind.

If Pope Francis did resign, much would depend on the manner of his resignation.  The reasons he gives for resigning will help determine the direction that the Church takes after he steps down.  If the pontiff fails to “acknowledge his mistake,” and simply claims age and failing health as an excuse, then there will be no resolution and no indication that the next pope should take the Church in a different direction.

Francis could also choose to continue to present himself as a victim of the “Great Accuser.” Like Christ before Pilate, he will make no answer to his accusers. But in order to lift the cloud of doubt raised by “reckless” accusations, he will consent to step aside for the good of the Church.  In short, Francis might decide to present himself as a martyr for the Church, thus likely ensuring that the man elected to succeed him will be someone who will carry on the “martyr’s” mission.

Or suppose, on the other hand, that the pope does admit his errors, and has a complete conversion of heart of the type that Viganò is calling for.  He then steps down on the grounds that he is unworthy to lead the Church.

Problem solved?  Not quite.  This is an improvement over the other two scenarios, but it still leaves unresolved the question of what kind of person would succeed Francis as pope.

This is why Viganò calls not only for the pope’s resignation, but also for the resignation of “all of them” – that is, all the “cardinals and bishops who covered up Mc Carrick’s abuses.”  It’s not clear whether he is referring only to American bishops and cardinals or whether he also includes “a network of bishops promoting homosexuality who, exploiting their favor with Pope Francis, manipulated episcopal appointments so as to protect themselves from justice and to strengthen the homosexual network in the hierarchy.” [Viganò’s third testimony].  That “network of bishops” would include a number of Latin American and European bishops and cardinals several of whom are named in his first testimony.

The reason that the resignation of the pope alone is not sufficient to bring about reform is that, as things stand now, the election of the next pope will be largely in the hands of cardinals created by Francis. Of the cardinal electors, 59 have been appointed by Francis, 47 by Pope Benedict XVI and 19 by Pope John Paul II.  And those appointed by Benedict and John Paul are quite probably near the cut-off age for voting.
Moreover, if Fr. James Martin is to be believed, Pope Francis has purposely “appointed gay-friendly bishops and archbishops and cardinals.”   Like Special Counsel Robert Mueller, Pope Francis seems to choose his “team” with an eye toward ideological conformity.
The presence of so many Francis appointees in the College of Cardinals puts a crimp in another scenario. Some Catholics who have given up on the hope that Francis will seriously tackle the abuse crisis, think that all that is necessary is to wait him out.  They reason that he is getting along in years, and is unlikely to reign much longer.  But this too ignores the fact that Francis has already stacked the College of Cardinals with prelates who are made in his own image, and who are therefore likely to elect someone like him.

Of course, that’s not inevitable.  Pope Francis is not the most liberal Catholic prelate in the world, but he leans further to the left than most.  Many, if not most, of the cardinals Francis has appointed are in all probability more moderate than he is.  And while they might be reluctant to speak their minds in public about whatever dissatisfactions they may have, they will be less afraid to express themselves in a secret ballot.

Still, one shouldn’t bet too heavily that enough cardinals will do the right thing at the next conclave without a good deal of prompting.  One particularly powerful prompt is the threat of removal from office.  Although resignations are not in the power of the laity to demand, the laity should make it clear that, in some cases, resignations are what they expect.

Forced resignations are not the only solution to the abuse crisis, but they are a key part of the solution.  Justice must be seen to be done.  And removal from office provides a visible sign that something is being done.  Justice demands that scandalous behavior should be met with serious public consequences. Requiring offenders to step down would clearly show that the Church understands the gravity of the crimes and is taking concrete action.  Two dozen key resignations accompanied by penance would do more to clear the air than 200 hours of conferences or 2,000 pages of documents.

Without removal from office or even – as some have suggested – excommunication, talk of reform and adoption of new protocols will strike many as nothing but window dressing.  If badly compromised cardinals and bishops remain on the scene, it will be taken as a signal that no real reform is intended.

Forced resignations are the most efficient and permanent way of removing some very bad actors from powerful positions.  An added and obvious benefit is that it also removes their ability to vote in the next conclave.

Should Pope Francis resign? I say No ... but...
https://www.catholicculture.org/commentary/otn.cfm?id=1305
By Phil Lawler, September 17, 2018

Should Pope Francis resign? Like my colleague Jeff Mirus, I say no.
Since I have often been critical of the Pope—not least in my book Lost Shepherd—I’m sure many readers will be surprised by my answer. Let me explain my reasoning.

(If public pressure forces Pope Francis to resign, a dangerous precedent will be set. His successor will hear calls for his resignation, from the first moment he makes a decision or a public statement that offends… anyone. The Church will be battered by politicized campaigns for all sorts of different causes—some of them completely irrelevant to the Catholic faith—with the mass media gleefully joining in the effort to undermine papal authority.

(If Pope Francis resigns while Pope-emeritus Benedict XVI is still alive, the Catholic world will have two retired Pontiffs. Benedict has scrupulously avoided making public statements that could raise questions about his successor’s policies. Nevertheless there are dozens of journalists trying to portray the current crisis in the Church as a struggle between the two Pontiffs and their respective supporters. Imagine the mischief that might be created by proxy fights, real or imagined, between two former Popes—one of them with a track record of intemperate public statements—and the reigning Pontiff.

(Some proponents of papal resignation have offered the argument that if he does not step down, Pope Francis will find his leadership severely compromised because of public distrust. I’m sorry, but I find that argument unconvincing. If the Pope is promoting policies that are dangerous to the faith, it might be a very good thing if his leadership is weakened and he is unable to carry out those policies.

(Does anyone actually expect Pope Francis to step down in answer to a public outcry? Is there anything in his behavior to date, anything in the way he has responded to criticism, that would suggest he is likely to step down? To me, that prospect seems vanishingly unlikely. (Here I am speaking of a resignation prompted by protests; it is still possible, I suppose, that eventually the Pope will decide to resign because of failing health.) If another papal resignation is unlikely—and it is, paradoxically, for reasons closely akin to the reasons that have prompted the calls for that resignation—then all the energies currently devoted to campaigns for a papal resignation are being wasted. In fact, the editorials and petitions are more likely to strengthen the Pope’s resolve, to make him even more implacable in rejecting criticism, more determined to ignore those who disagree with his statements and policies.

(And is it healthy for Catholics (let alone non-Catholics) to lobby for the removal of a Pope? Shouldn’t an authentically Catholic instinct prod us constantly to pray for the Pope? We might pray that he changes his mind, changes his policies, changes his approach. We might pray for his conversion. Still, though we disagree with him, we are praying for him—for his spiritual welfare and that of the Church.

For myself, I don’t want Pope Francis to resign. I want him to reform, and I pray daily for that intention.

There are precedents. Pope Pius IX shifted course fairly dramatically during his long 19th-century pontificate, prompted by the pressure of political trends in Italy. Pope Paul III had his moral flaws (to which his several children bore witness), but the rise of Protestant power persuaded him to convene the Council of Trent. 
So I have reason to hope that Pope Francis, who ascended the Chair of Peter calling for an end to the “self-referential” Church, might yet lead a powerful movement to evangelize the 21st-century world. Would it not be obviously better for the Church if Pope Francis, rather than shuffling off into a sullen retirement, experienced a conversion and led the faithful in a restoration of our Catholic patrimony? As my friend Father Raymond De Souza recently observed, “The path of confession and contrition is open to the Holy Father and all involved—a far better path than recrimination and resignation.”

However I must disagree with Father De Souza’s suggestion, in that same article, that “It’s time to turn down the temperature.” On the contrary, I would argue that loyal Catholics must maintain the temperature, keep up the pressure, insist on the need for a change in direction at the Vatican. We owe the Pope our prayerful support. We also owe him our pleas for relief.

Our Church is in the midst of a profound historic crisis, at serious risk of splitting apart. The Vicar of Christ, the Roman Pontiff, is—or should be—the focus of unity in the Church. At a time of grave disunity, we need a Pope who will repair the damage—not add to it.

As I see it, the role of the loyal Catholic layman is to remind the Pope—every day, if possible—wherein his duty lies. And then to pray—every day is possible—that he does it.
Will Pope Francis resign?
https://www.churchmilitant.com/news/article/will-pope-francis-resign-owing-to-scandals
By Bradley Eli, February 27, 2018
An increasing number of Catholics believe the Holy Father should resign, owing to the avalanche of scandals in which he's implicated. The question then becomes who would replace him?
A poll last week of Church Militant viewers showed two in five Catholics believe Pope Francis should resign. This question revolved around the sex abuse cover-up involving the Chilean Bp. Juan Barros in which Pope Francis was publically skeptical. The appointment of the disgraced former archbishop of Los Angeles as papal envoy for Scranton's 150th-anniversary celebration didn't sit well with Catholics either. Finally, the pope's involvement in procuring a $25 million dollar grant for a scandal-ridden hospital in Rome is now on center stage. If the Holy Father does resign, certain liberal bishops who helped elect Pope Francis to the papacy have already said they want the current secretary of state Cdl. Pietro Parolin to replace him. Last March, news broke of liberal prelates like U.K. Cdl. Vincent Nichols speaking not only of the pope's hoped-for resignation but also of a desire to have Cdl. Parolin take his place.
In January Cdl. Parolin voiced approval for the opening of Holy Communion to the divorced and civilly remarried. The cardinal described such a change in Church practice as a "paradigm shift," which exalted primacy of conscience over Catholic moral teaching. His statement was publically corrected by the former prefect for the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith, Cdl. Gerhard Müller, who countered that such a revolutionary shift "constitutes not a development, but a corruption" of Church teaching.

5 of 266 readers’ comments

1 Thinking Francis would resign is as silly as thinking Obama was going to resign
2 Rather than resigning, it would be far better for us all if the Holy Father had a "Road to Damascus" moment where he gets knocked off his high horse and finally amends his ways after coming to grips with the reality of what he's doing to Christ's Church. We have to keep praying that Pope Francis becomes the kind of leader--the kind of man--God truly intends him to be.
3 In order for a papal resignation to occur things are going to have to get much worse. Unfortunately, the heat will have to be provided by faithful Catholics and God forbid, the media. 
And if this happens, what kind of person will be elected? Knowing the makeup of the college of cardinals and their apparent liberal make-up (the last enclave elected a very liberal Pope Francis), will a liberal be elected? And how will he attend to the huge problems in the Vatican and the clergy. It will take the efforts of a heroic saint to solve the problem of the vast homosexual network of cardinals and bishops. This will be an outright war and we would need someone with the tenacity similar to that of President Trump to solve the problem.
4 If Francis were to resign there looks like there would be no change in the direction of the papacy other than for the same or worse with a new pope. There seems to be too many heretic cardinals in place now to vote in a faithful pope. It would probably be just a tradeoff.

5 The Pope will certainly not resign while Benedict is alive, and although he made comments early on about the possibility (in deference to Benedict's action, I think), I don't believe for a minute he will ever step down. He has an agenda for the re-making of the Church that he is not about to give up on. And if he packs the College of Cardinals with his partisans -- as Evelyn Waugh said about the liturgy in the last entry of his diary, personally "I do not expect to live to see things put right."
Pope Francis signals again he may ‘step down’ from being Pope
https://www.lifesitenews.com/news/pope-francis-signals-again-he-may-step-down-from-being-pope
By Lisa Bourne, May 17, 2018
Pope Francis signaled yet again this week the possibility that he may resign from being pope. He asked morning Mass attendees on Tuesday to pray for priests, bishops, and the pope who, he said, must learn “when it’s time to take his leave and step down.”
Francis said he hopes that all pastors have the grace to know when to step down, and that when they do exit their post, they should not “leave halfway,” as reported by Vatican News. 
This is one of many times since his election in 2013 that Pope Francis has spoken about stepping down from his post as Vicar of Christ on earth.

In 2014, he suggested that he would entertain the possibility of resigning if his health failed him, because he would not have the “capacity to govern well.” He suggested he would retire like Pope Benedict did if he felt that he could not “go on.”
Again in 2014 Francis said Pope Benedict XVI’s resignation was a “beautiful gesture of nobility, of humility and courage,” adding that it “cleared a path for later popes to do the same.” Francis also said Benedict’s stepping down “should not be considered an exception, but an institution.”

Then, in 2015, Pope Francis said that the Church should not have “leaders for life” and that there “should be a time limit to positions (in the Church).”

In the five years that he has been pope, Francis has allowed the teachings of heretics to go unchecked while he has refused to answer questions about ambiguities in his own teachings. Last year group of clergy and lay scholars from around the world issued a formal “filial correction” of the pope, accusing him of propagating heresies concerning marriage, the moral life, and reception of the sacraments. Earlier this month, Dutch Cardinal Willem Eijk raised the question that Pope Francis may be part of the Church’s “final trial” before the second coming of Christ.

In his homily this week at the Santa Marta papal residence in the Vatican, the Pope said that St. Paul was “compelled by the Holy Spirit” to leave Ephesus and go to Jerusalem, he said, and this “shows us the pathway for every bishop when it’s time to take his leave and step down.”

“When I read this, I think about myself,” Francis said, “because I am a bishop and I must take my leave and step down.”

Francis said as well that all bishops should trust the Holy Spirit in knowing when it’s time for them to step down. “I am thinking of all bishops,” Francis said. “May the Lord grant all of us the grace to be able to take our leave and step down in this way (as St. Paul did), with that spirit, with that strength, with that love for Jesus Christ and this faith in the Holy Spirit “All pastors must take our leave,” he stated. “There comes a moment where the Lord tells us: go somewhere else, go there, go this way, come to me. And one of the steps a pastor must do is to prepare himself to take good leave, not to leave halfway."

Benedict’s historic renunciation of the papacy in 2013 was the first papal resignation in more than 700 years, when Gregory XII gave up the Chair of Peter in 1415.

Since Benedict relinquished his office there has been significant speculation about whether there was more behind his resignation than just frail health, including possible pressure from factions within the Church lobbying for a more progressive pope. And questions have continually surfaced over governance and authority in the Church with two concurrent living popes.
1 of 110 readers’ comments
Let's hope PF listens to the Holy Spirit 'cos he doesn't have a good track record of listening to anyone else. 
Step aside PF and allow the likes of Bishop Schneider to heal our precious Catholic Church.
Meanwhile PF does suggest that all Pastors and Clergy might consider resigning under the right circumstances, well maybe the likes of Marx and his gang of liberal subversives could take the hint and resign too.
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