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Praedicate Evangelium, forthcoming
Pope presides over Council of Cardinals meeting on Curial reform

https://www.vaticannews.va/en/pope/news/2019-06/council-cardinals-pope-30th-meeting.html
Vatican News, June 25, 2019
The main focus of the six members of the Council, who are in session until Thursday, is the review of the new Apostolic Constitution on the reform of the Roman Curia whose provisional title is "Praedicate evangelium".

The 30th meeting of the Council of Cardinals that is advising the Pope on the reform of the central government of the Catholic Church began in the Vatican Tuesday morning in the presence of the Pontiff. 

The main focus of the meeting that will conclude on Thursday, is the new Apostolic Constitution on the reform of the Roman Curia, the central government of the Catholic Church.

The draft text of the document, whose provisional title is "Praedicate Evangelium" (Preach the Gospel), was approved by the Council of Cardinals and sent to the presidents of the national bishops’ conferences, the Synods of the Eastern Churches, the dicasteries of the Roman Curia, the Conferences of Major Superiors and a few Pontifical Universities which were asked to send observations and suggestions.

"Praedicate Evangelium" is to replace the current Apostolic Constitution "Pastor Bonus" (The Good Shepherd) of Pope St. John Paul II which has been in force since June 28, 1988, and also includes modifications and additions by Popes Benedict XVI and Francis.

In the last meeting of the Council of Cardinals, April 8 to 10, the procedure for consultation on the new Apostolic Constitution was finalized.  

All the six cardinals of the Council participated in the April meeting: Vatican Secretary of State Cardinal Pietro Parolin, the Coordinator, Cardinal Óscar Andrés Rodríguez Maradiaga, Cardinal Reinhard Marx, Cardinal Seán Patrick O'Malley, Cardinal Giuseppe Bertello and Cardinal Oswald Gracias.

Also present were the Secretary of the Council, Msgr. Marcello Semeraro, and the Assistant Secretary, Msgr. Marco Mellino. 

Among the issues that the April meeting discussed were the missionary orientation that the Curia must increasingly assume in the light of the new Apostolic Constitution, the commitment to strengthen the process of synodality in the Church at all levels and the need for a greater presence of women in leadership roles in the bodies of the Holy See.

Finally, it was reiterated that the Council of Cardinals is tasked with helping the Pope in the governance of the Universal Church and hence its function does not end with the publication of the Apostolic Constitution.

Cardinals kept in dark about Pope Francis’ plans to put evangelization ahead of doctrine

https://www.lifesitenews.com/blogs/cardinals-kept-in-dark-about-pope-francis-plans-to-put-evangelization-ahead-of-doctrine
By Dr. Maike Hickson, April 29, 2019

In the recent days, reports have come out about the soon-to-be-published Vatican document that will specify the curial reform that aims at emphasizing evangelization over doctrine as it has been planned for years by Pope Francis and his Council of Nine Cardinals (but now consisting of six cardinals). As LifeSiteNews was able to find out, the Pope has now sent a draft of his document to national bishops' conferences, some superiors of religious orders, and to certain experts, but not to all of his own cardinals who are properly called upon to help him in governing the Catholic Church.
Crux and other English media outlets had reported over Easter that, according to a Spanish article in the weekly Vida Nueva, there now exists a draft document circulating – called Praedicate Evangelium (Preach the Gospel) – which plans to restructure the Roman Curia. The Vida Nueva report is based also on interviews with two members of Francis' C9 Council, Cardinals Oscar Maradiaga and Oswald Gracias, thus giving it much credibility.

In the new draft-document, it is foreseen that the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith – the former Holy Office that was always either the first or the second most important section in the hierarchy of the Vatican, right after the Holy Father – would be, as it were, “downgraded” (in the words of papal biographer Austen Ivereigh) and superseded by a new dicastery for Evangelization.
Ivereigh commented in his own report on the curial matter, saying: “The 'downgrading' of the CDF in the new constitution reflects the new role that has developed for the congregation over the past six years: no longer a policeman ensuring 'orthodoxy,' under its new prefect, Cardinal Ladaria, its doctrine section has instead offered theological reflection on the pope’s teaching and a resource for commissions such as the one exploring women deacons.”
Cardinal Maradiaga is quoted by Crux as saying: “Pope Francis always underlines that the Church is missionary. For this reason, it’s logical that we put in the first place the dicastery for Evangelization and not the one for the Doctrine of the Faith.”

Also, the role of the Roman Curia as a whole will be revised. As Crux writes: “Once the text is approved – which will be on a 25-year “trial period” – the Vatican dicasteries will no longer be instruments for the pope to supervise local churches, but will actually be there to serve bishops from around the world. They will no longer be a 'body' in between the pontiff and the college of bishops, but an institution that serves both.”

Such changes would indeed be revolutionary. 

This piece of news has made many informed Catholics raise their eyebrows, inasmuch as it is feared that Pope Francis' own ideas of the Church's new mission – away from doctrine and in favor of social topics such as immigration and various dialogues with other religions – will replace the CDF's major mission to help preserve the uniqueness of the Catholic Faith whole and entire, as passed down to us from Apostolic times, and as further deepened by Sacred Tradition and the Church's Magisterium. Many ask how one could really separate Evangelization from Doctrine. 

As one Catholic commented on Twitter with a wink of irony: “Evangelization meaning of course more emphasis on environmentalism, immigration and UN development goals. Less emphasis in doctrine meaning of course more attacks on Church Tradition.”

Several sources who spoke to LifeSiteNews with a request for anonymity about these planned reforms – which also include the idea that the Roman Curia will turn into a body serving the local bishops and being on an equal hierarchical level with them – are very troubled by these plans. They ask whether this reform will also further weaken the Church's unified doctrinal teaching and whether it will further lead to a decentralization conducive to a doctrinal and moral “anarchy.” Others look at possible effects upon the world's episcopacy and fear for a further weakening of the local bishops' independence, and thus wonder how new bishops will be chosen.

“This could turn out to be something very grave,” one source in Rome told LifeSiteNews.

Cardinal Gerhard Müller, former CDF prefect, told LifeSiteNews that the cardinals themselves – the highest in rank in the Catholic Church and called to advise the Pope and collaborate with him in the governance of the Church – have not even received a copy of the draft document so that they may then comment on it and make proposals for any possible correction.
LifeSiteNews reached out to Mr. Alessandro Gisotti – the interim director of the Holy See Press Office – asking for confirmation of this information. The Holy See Press Office responded and said: “We received your email. We suggest you to read the press release on the Briefing of the 'ad interim' Director of the Holy See Press Office, Alessandro Gisotti, on the 28th Meeting of the Council of Cardinals with the Holy Father Francis, 20.02.2019 where you can find the list of who would have received the “Praedicate Evangelium.'” The attached link gives the following confirmatory information:

“The members of the Council of Cardinals indicated how to proceed with the consultation of the draft that the Holy Father, in the name of synodality, intends to promote. It was decided that the national Episcopal Conferences, the Synods of the Oriental Churches, the dicasteries of the Roman Curia, the Conferences of the major superiors and some Pontifical Universities will be consulted.”

As can be seen here, except for the cardinals who are heading up the dicasteries in the Vatican (and those who are in the Council of Nine Cardinals) most of the more than 220 cardinals of the Catholic Church are being excluded from proper counseling of the Pope in the matter of a major reform of the Roman Curia.

Yet, the cardinals' very mission is to assist the Pope in governing the Church – also by way of dialogue.

For years, Pope Francis seems to avoid their counsel as a group, since he has avoided for quite a while a meeting (called extraordinary consistory) with the College of Cardinals on the occasion of elevating new prelates to the cardinalate. The two times he did meet with the College of Cardinals were in 2014 – when they discussed Cardinal Walter Kasper's proposal to admit “remarried” divorcees to Holy Communion – and then again in 2015.

It remains to be seen if Pope Francis will send to the cardinals for their counsel the draft-document of his curial reform. It would be important that his cardinals be included in a reform that could lead to a sort of inversion of the hierarchical structure of the Catholic Church, as it has been established over time and, most fundamentally, going back to Apostolic times.

There is still time. As it is reported, the current plan is to promulgate Praedicate Evangelium on June 29, 2019, the Solemnity of Saints Peter and Paul. As CNA reports, there are speculations that Pope Francis might, just before 29 June, convoke an extraordinary consistory on the curial reform, the first time since 2015. For such a possible meeting, the cardinals will also need to have the draft-document ahead of time.

1 of 25 readers’ comments
Now I am confused. I thought evangelization was paramount to proselytizing and that we as church should no longer be trying to convert Protestants and Jews as this was a grave sin against ecumenism. So what is left to evangelize? Our own youth? Well the catholic education machine on the whole gave that up years ago. 
I would like to hear what's this Pope's definition of evangelization is. Does it have anything to do with salvation of souls and the four last things? Who preaches that anymore other than the generally demoted traditional Catholics?
Or perhaps is it more to do with the Amoris Laetitia concept for being more pastoral and accepting of people not living to "catholic ideals", but never the less doing the best they can in their real life" concrete situations ".....blah, blah, blah. If that is the case then you can see why they would not want the potentially obstructive CDF to be involved, even if that base is pretty well covered at the moment with Cardinal Mueller's invisible replacement.
Pope Francis to raise “evangelization” above Catholic doctrine in curial reform: report
https://www.lifesitenews.com/news/pope-francis-to-raise-evangelization-above-Catholic-doctrine
By Matthew Cullinan Hoffman, April 29, 2019

Pope Francis is expected to sign a new reform measure that will reorganize the various agencies of the Vatican, creating a new and powerful dicastery of “evangelization” that will take precedence over the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith, which protects the integrity of Catholic doctrine concerning faith and morals, according to the Spanish news service Vida Nueva Digital.
The existence of the measure, which is a proposed apostolic constitution called “Praedicate Evangelium” (“Preach the Gospel”) was announced by Vida Nueva on April 22, following interviews with cardinals involved in the document’s formulation. A longer, more in depth article on the reorganization plan has been published by Vida Nueva Digital for subscribers only, and the Catholic News Service (CNS) has obtained and quoted an advance copy of the article.

The new document, a draft of which was reportedly approved this month by the pope’s “C9” Council of Cardinal Advisors, reportedly will merge two existing offices or “dicasteries” into a single dicastery devoted to Evangelization. The new dicastery will take precedence over the Congregation of the Doctrine of the faith, which currently occupies the second position in order of priority among the Vatican dicasteries after the Secretariat of State.

If the publication’s summary of the new plan is correct, it would appear to be aimed at carrying forth the vision of Pope Francis of a notion of “evangelization” that devalues the integrity of Catholic doctrine in favor of “accompanying” people who may not accept the Catholic faith, a view that is expressed in Amoris laetitia and other Francis documents.

“The principal novelty [of the reform] lies in the creation of a great dicastery for Evangelization, situated before the historic Congregation of the Doctrine of the Faith, which will unify the work that today is done by the Congregation for the Evangelization of Peoples (Propaganda Fidei) and the Pontifical Council for the Promotion of the New Evangelization,” declared Vida Nueva on March 22.

"In this way the order of the dicasteries established by the Apostolic Constitution 'Pastor Bonus' approved by Saint John Paul II in 1988 will be altered, overridden by 'Praedicate Evangelium,'" the publication continues.

“The main point of the new apostolic constitution is that the church’s mission is evangelization. It puts it at the center of the church and of everything the Curia does,” said Cardinal Oswald Gracias of Mumbai, India, in his interview with Vida Nueva, according to CNS.

Vida Nueva and CNS also report that according to the new plan, the Vatican’s dicasteries will no longer be seen as having an authority superior to diocesan bishops, and may be led by mere laymen in the future, further advancing Pope Francis’ themes of “synodality” and opposition to what he calls “clericalism.”

In addition, the new organizational scheme reportedly will give more authority to the Pontifical Commission for the Protection of Minors by placing it within the structure of the curia.

New constitution is work of scandal-plagued Honduran cardinal

Praedicate Evangelium reportedly has been a work in progress for five years by the Council of Cardinal Advisers, headed by Cardinal Óscar Rodríguez Maradiaga, Archbishop of Tegucigalpa, Honduras, who has been under fire since late 2018 for a series of alleged cover-ups of homosexuality in the Tegucigalpa seminary, as well as facilitating and protecting sexual abuse and malfeasance on the part of his (now former) auxiliary bishop Juan José Pineda. He is also accused of his own massive abuse of archdiocesan funds.

The reform will not merely be cosmetic, but “will promote the change in mentality that has already started,” said Cardinal Gracias, according to CNS.

“The Roman Curia will never be the same anymore,” Cardinal Rodriguez Maradiaga reportedly added.

The current draft has been sent to the various Vatican dicasteries as well as the leaders of the conferences of bishops worldwide for their comments. If there are no unexpected delays, the final version is scheduled to be signed by Pope Francis on June 29, according to Vida Nueva Digital.

Traditional order and authority of Roman dicasteries increasingly inverted

The new arrangement would further invert the traditional order of the Vatican’s various departments, which for centuries gave the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith, then known as the Holy Office of the Inquisition, the position of greatest eminence among the dicasteries. Moreover, the Holy Office for most of its history did not have a cardinal prefect, but only a “pro-prefect” because it was directly led by the Pope himself.  Although no dicastery was officially ranked above any other, the Holy Office occupied first place in eminence and influence, exercising both administrative and judicial authority directly under the pope, as the highest court in the Catholic Church.
That arrangement was radically altered in 1967 by Pope Paul VI, whose apostolic constitution Regimini Ecclesiae Universae placed the Secretariat of State in first position, listing it before the others and assigning it the duty of aiding the pope in coordinating the activities of the other dicasteries and of giving “close assistance to the Supreme Pontiff in the exercise of his supreme office.” It listed the Holy Office, with the new name of the “Sacred Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith,” in second place after the Secretariat of State.

The new reorganized Holy Office was no longer led by the pope himself, but by a cardinal prefect, and the Secretariat of State was led by the pope directly, with a cardinal acting as his secretary. The same arrangement was upheld by Pope John Paul II in his apostolic constitution Pastor Bonus in 1988. Although the law still stated that no dicastery is juridically ranked above any other, in practice the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith now occupied the second rank in honor and influence.

The new arrangement envisioned by Francis in “Praedicate Evangelium” appears to place the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith on an even lower level of priority, below both the Secretariat of State and the new “super-dicastery” of Evangelization. The decline in the congregation’s status has accompanied an increasingly lax attitude in Rome towards the gravity of heresy and other forms of deviance from Catholic doctrine, emphasizing unity and “accompaniment” more than doctrinal truth.

Fr. Thomas Weinandy, a member of the International Theological Commission who was removed from his position as an adviser to the US Conference of Catholic bishops in 2017 following his criticisms of Pope Francis, told LifeSite that there’s “no problem” with making Evangelization as the “primary pastoral work of the Church,” but “if it means that within that Evangelization, the role of doctrine is going to take second place, or placed on a lower level, then that would undercut the whole purpose of evangelization.”

“The good news that is offered is precisely the Mysteries of the Faith -- the Church's doctrinal and moral tradition,” Weinandy continued. “How can one preach the Gospel without telling others of the marvelous mysteries of the Trinity, the Incarnation, the saving death and resurrection of Jesus, or the great gift of the Sacraments, etc.? Doctrine and the Church's moral teaching is what evangelization is all about.  It is the Good News!”

Without doctrine and moral teaching, “there is no evangelization,” said Weinandy. “What may be proclaimed would simply be empty words that do not bring life -- here on earth and forever in heaven.  It would be contrary to the Church's whole evangelistic tradition -- beginning with the Apostles themselves.”

“What we must remember, which some members of the hierarchy fail to grasp in their ignorance, and maybe in their lack of faith, is that Doctrines are not sterile and lifeless dead letters from a bygone age, but the very life-giving heart of the Church,” said Weinandy. “They are the Spirit-filled truths, the very mysteries revealed by God the Father through his Incarnate Son, that give life, beauty and joy to all who believe.  To denigrate Doctrine is an affront to the Trinity itself and to belittle all faithful Catholics throughout the centuries.  To possess such an arrogant mindset is say in the end that Jesus is not that important.”

“So, yes, let the Church renew and bolster its commitment to preach the Gospel to all, but let us proclaim the Gospel in all of its splendor and truth -- to do less is to offer the world nothing of any eternal value,” Weinandy concluded.

2 of 43 readers’ comments

Fr. Thomas Weinandy says Doctrine and Church moral teachings go hand in hand as essential to Evangelization. Of course, any faithful Catholic already knows this.
The Son of Man to Pope Francis: "He who is not with Me, is against Me."
'Without doctrine and moral teaching, “there is no evangelization,” said Weinandy.' Absolutely true. But let's look at recent history under Pope Francis:
1 - Pope Francis has said it is a grave sin to evangelize (aka, proselytize) other Christians (orthodox and protestant), so it would seem there is no reason to become Catholic. 
2 - Pope Francis signed a recent secular document on human fraternity (yet to be formally corrected) that God willed all religions - i.e. there is no one true religion. 
3 - Pope Francis has also promoted religious freedom, a concept condemned by Pope Pius X and others as denying the dogma that Catholicism is the one true religion.

Perhaps the Vatican should just redefine "evangelize" to mean "accompany" without saying a word. That would require less paper work, and accomplish the same apparent goal.
Vatican Revamp
https://www.churchmilitant.com/news/article/vatican-revamp
By Stephen Wynne, April 30, 2019
Pope Francis is preparing a sweeping overhaul of the Holy See.
In what's being described as "one of the most radical shake-ups of the Church's central administration in a generation," Francis and his advisors are set to introduce a new apostolic constitution for the Roman Curia, the Vatican bureaucracy that assists the pontiff in the day-to-day operation and governance of the Church.
Titled Praedicate Evangelium ("Preach the Gospel"), the new constitution proposes that all curial activity be re-ordered around evangelization.

To that end, it outlines the creation of a Dicastery for Evangelization, a new "super dicastery" created from a merger of the Congregation for the Evangelization of Peoples, which orchestrates the missionary endeavors of the Church, and the Pontifical Council for Promoting the New Evangelization, which is tasked with reigniting the Faith in the West.
Many observers are expressing concern that Praedicate Evangelium is not just a blueprint for bureaucratic reform, but a scheme for doctrinal revolution. They note that the new Dicastery for Evangelization, as currently designed, will supersede other Vatican dicasteries congregations — including the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith.

If ungoverned by doctrine, they say, evangelization could easily lapse into error.

Cardinal Oswald Gracias, one of Francis' closest advisors, confirms that Praedicate Evangelium "won't only be a cosmetic change," but "the impetus for a change of mentality that is already underway."

"Pope Francis always emphasizes that the Church is missionary. That is why it is logical that in first place we have put the Dicastery for Evangelization and not the Doctrine of the Faith," Cardinal Oscar Rodriguez Maradiaga, the coordinator of the Council of Cardinals, told Spanish media last week. "In this way the Holy Father has sent a significant message of reform to the people of God."

"The Roman Curia will never be the same," he added.

Watch the panel discuss Pope Francis' new evangelization office in The Download—Vatican Revamp.
2 of 108 readers’ comments

I am scratching my head. If the Church is missionary but we are discouraged in offering the faith as a life commitment to others not of the faith, meaning that they convert to Catholicism, then who are we missionary to?

I also though we are not to proselytize as it is illicit? 
Oct 19, 2016 · October 19, 2016 — Pope Francis called religious proselytism “poison” during a meeting with Lutheran pilgrims in the Vatican’s Paul VI Hall last week.
Apr 02, 2019 · "Pope Francis has consistently preached against 'proselytism' since the very beginning of his pontificate…”
Sep 12, 2014 · ‘If You Want to Be Happy: Don’t Proselytize’.
My friend Jan was disconcerted to hear that Pope Bergoglio was telling Catholics not to proselytize.
Pope: "Proselytism is solemn nonsense"
Vatican’s former doctrine chief sounds alarm on Francis’ plan to reorder curia

https://www.lifesitenews.com/blogs/vaticans-former-doctrine-chief-sounds-alarm-on-francis-plans-to-reorder-curia
By Dr. Maike Hickson, May 6, 2019
The Vatican’s former Prefect of the Congregation for Doctrine has strongly criticized a draft document containing Pope Francis’ plans for an overhaul of the curia — where “doctrine” is expected to take a backseat to “evangelization” — stating that the plans do not contain a “convincing concept of the origin, essence, and mission of the Church,” and, pointing out that one passage of the document even contains “shocking theological cluelessness." 
Cardinal Gerhard Müller, former Prefect of the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith, made his comments about the draft document of the curia reform plan, set to be promulgated at the end of June on the Feast of Saints Peter and Paul, in a new interview with German regional newspaper Passauer Neue Presse. The draft has been prepared by the members of Pope Francis' Council of Nine Cardinals, and it is titled “The Roman Curia and her service to the Church in the world today.”

One of the German cardinal's objections to the current draft is that the Roman Curia “finds itself in a state of suspension [“ortlosen Schwebezustand”], because it is not anymore clearly oriented toward serving the Pope for the Universal Church.” For him, this “future 'Apostolic Constitution' is a conglomeration of subjective individual ideas, pious wishes, and moral pleas along with individual quotations from Council texts and statements of the current Pope.” 

Most importantly, explains Müller, there is a lack of clear distinction “between the secular institutions of the Vatican as a sovereign state, the Holy See as a subject of International Law, and the ecclesiologically founded primacy of the Pope” who is, “as bishop of Rome, in the succession of the Apostle Peter, the visible principle and foundation of the unity.”
Here, Cardinal Müller sees that the “fatal mistake” Pope Paul VI's own earlier curial reform – which made the “Secretary of State the center of the Curia” – is now being worsened. According to Müller, the Secretary of State serves the Pope in the “fulfillment of his mission,” however, “the highest mission is his [the Pope's] Magisterium as a member and head of the College of Bishops.” “The secular duties,” the cardinal adds, “are only secondary and not at all fundamentally linked to the papacy.” On the contrary, sometimes the Secretary of State has even “darkened” the Pope's “essential mission.”

“To now give today priority to the secular tasks over the spiritual mission is a mistake that urgently needs to be avoided,” Cardinal Müller states. Thus, he warns against a “secularization of the concept of the Church,” as if she is “to be run like an international company” and as if “it is about a balance of power" between a mother company and subsidiaries.

Further commenting on the new organization of the different organs of the Roman Curia as described in the draft of the curial reform, Cardinal Müller tells the Passauer Neue Presse that “there is no Suprema [the supreme office – originally the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith] anymore, because all dicasteries are to be on the same level.” He sees here a “planless listing of 16 ministries who somehow are to serve the Pope, the individual bishops, and the bishops' conferences.” 
As an example, the Pope's alms office is now listed prior to the liturgy and the Sacraments, the prelate points out. Additionally, “evangelization comes on first place, even though it is a task of the Universal Church and not a specific task of the Pope.” 

Here, Cardinal Müller asks the crucial question: “What, then, is the difference between the Dicastery for Evangelization and the Dicastery for the Doctrine of the Faith, which, too, is tasked to serve 'the Pope and the bishops in the proclamation of the Gospels in the whole world' [a quote from the draft itself]? Is there on the one side an evangelization without content and on the other side the proclamation of the 'Faith in Christ, the Son of the Living God'”?

“Even though,” Cardinal Müller explains, “the Magisterium of the Universal Church is the very reason for the existence of the papal primacy, the teaching of the Faith is being mentioned in the draft merely as one random task of the Pope among many others, and most importantly, now to be subordinate to his secular duties.”

Müller also points to one passage in the draft document, describing the duties of the new Dicastery for Doctrine, that contains "shocking theological cluelessness." 
The Cardinal also notices a “wrong and deviant use of fundamental notions of Catholic theology,” as well as a “secularized way of thinking” of those who demean the Congregation for Doctrine as a sort of “schoolmaster.” He also criticizes the notion of strengthening the “periphery” to the detriment of the “center,” Rome. This might sound “populistically plausible,” Müller explains, but “it sounds shrill and out of tune to a theologically formed ear.”

As recently reported, Cardinal Gerhard Müller told LifeSiteNews that Pope Francis did not send to all his cardinals a draft of his curial reform. In light of the piercing critique by Cardinal Müller as presented here, this would be direly needed, for the good of the Church.

Several media outlets had reported that the role of the Roman Curia as a whole will be revised. As Crux writes: “Once the text is approved – which will be on a 25-year “trial period” – the Vatican dicasteries will no longer be instruments for the pope to supervise local churches, but will actually be there to serve bishops from around the world. They will no longer be a 'body' in between the pontiff and the college of bishops, but an institution that serves both.” The largest change will be that a sort of “super dicastery” for evangelization is planned, which is to be more important than the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith (CDF).

Fr. Thomas Weinandy, a member of the International Theological Commission who was removed from his position as an adviser to the US Conference of Catholic bishops in 2017 following his criticisms of Pope Francis, told LifeSiteNews in a recent interview that there’s “no problem” with making Evangelization as the “primary pastoral work of the Church,” but “if it means that within that Evangelization, the role of doctrine is going to take second place, or placed on a lower level, then that would undercut the whole purpose of evangelization.”

“The good news that is offered is precisely the Mysteries of the Faith -- the Church's doctrinal and moral tradition,” Weinandy said. “How can one preach the Gospel without telling others of the marvelous mysteries of the Trinity, the Incarnation, the saving death and resurrection of Jesus, or the great gift of the Sacraments, etc.? Doctrine and the Church's moral teaching is what evangelization is all about.  It is the Good News!”

Without doctrine and moral teaching, “there is no evangelization,” he continued. “What may be proclaimed would simply be empty words that do not bring life -- here on earth and forever in heaven.  It would be contrary to the Church's whole evangelistic tradition -- beginning with the Apostles themselves,” he said.
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Müller is right about one thing - to look back to Paul VI in reflecting on how Church hierarchy is moving further away from Catholic Theology and building a bottom line standard for governance on popular culture. How could that Priest "smell the smoke" and still not call the Fire Dept.? .... Letting Africa be Africa, China be China, America be America and the increasingly fractured Europe be Europe is totally counter to the "One, Holy, Catholic and Apostolic Church" of The Creed. ... In fact this is no creed at all but amounts to surrendering to the prevailing Relativism that has turned American justice into jello. Who will be our John the Baptist to make straight the Way? Or St. Paul to correct St. Peter? It's going to take 100 years to turn this mess around. .... Otherwise proclaim the 5th Marion Dogmas, properly consecrate Russia and teach Scotus to the Laity. This clan that holds the Vatican hostage will do nothing of the sort. Since "The Woman" of Genesis 3:15 has authority over the supernatural Satan everywhere and always, I don't think these men can do much more than manage our decline as a moral force for Good. I am not attacking Masculinity (being a man myself all my life), I am taking notice of its absence. Error breeds only what it can ... more error.
Reforming the Church with 'no possibility of return'
How Pope Francis is initiating processes of Church reform that will be hard to undo

https://international.la-croix.com/news/reforming-the-church-with-no-possibility-of-return/10428
By Robert Mickens, Vatican City, June 28, 2019
How many cardinals does it take to help Pope Francis reform the Roman Curia? And how many years do they need to get the job done?
Many Catholics – at least those who are hoping the pope can succeed in decentralizing ecclesial power away from the Vatican – have grown frustrated that after some six years there have been no definitive answers to those questions.
After meeting roughly five times annually, the Council of Cardinals (a body initially made of eight members or C8, then quickly expanded to C9 and more recently depleted to C6) has still not given the pope a final draft for a new apostolic constitution to reform the Church's central offices.

But they are getting closer.

Back in April, two members of the advisory council made a big splash by revealing key components of the draft document, confirming its provisional title – Praedicate Evangelium (Preach the Gospel).

Cardinals Oscar Rodriguez Maradiaga of Honduras and Oswald Gracias of India then predicted that the final edition of that text would likely be presented to Pope Francis on June 29.

They said the final phase of consultation – with national bishops' conferences, religious orders and select professors at pontifical universities – was drawing to a close. But a few weeks later the bishop-secretary of the C6 poured cold water on the two cardinals' projection.

Bishop Marcello Semeraro, Secretary of the Council of Cardinals, told a Spanish Catholic paper the final draft would be presented for papal approval "within the year, but not on June 29."

Bishop Semararo faced Vatican-accredited reporters this past week and he updated the timeline.

At this point, he said, it looks as if the final draft – with the inclusion of suggestions from the bishops' conference and others, which are still to be submitted – will likely be completed for the next meeting of the C6, which is to take place Sept. 17-19. But keen observers believe even that seems a bit too optimistic. Think more like some date in 2020.

A step-by-step reform in progress
It has been a long and drawn out process. But there is a logic and wisdom to the slow pace Pope Francis has chosen for this major change and reform of a curia that still bears vestiges from its late 16th century precursor.

It's not as if nothing has been done and everyone is sitting on pins and needles wondering what the Roman Curia will look like after Francis gets done with his home makeover.

In fact, substantial parts of the reform have already been put into place. The 82-year-old pope has been rolling them out, piece by piece, over this long period. He's chosen this method carefully and purposefully, the effect of which should soften the blow that is sure to come with some still unknown final touches.

Bear in mind that Francis is an "outsider" pope, the first since St. Pius X (1904-1914) who never studied or worked in Rome. And while he has decided to consult far and wide on how to best reform the curia, he – and he alone – will make the final decision on all aspects of that reform.

Initiating processes
Anyone who has been paying close attention can see that it has undertaken a systematic deconstruction of the Roman Curia's longstanding function as the universal Church's central (i.e., centralizing) bureaucracy, which has traditionally acted as the de facto layer of government between the papacy and the local Churches.

What Pope Francis has been doing over the course of this nearly six years is to put into motion processes (and some legislation) with the aim of giving more authority to local bishops and national (and regional) episcopal conferences.

When the reform of the Vatican bureaucracy is completed, the curia will no longer be a mouthpiece for the Roman Pontiff, but an institution at the service of him and the world's bishops.

Francis is obviously convinced that changes, and a good many of them, need to be made to the Church's structures, methods of doing thing and its overall ethos (mentality). But he knows that these changes cannot be introduced all at once. Some of them will not materialize for years to come.

Time is greater than space
One principle, in particle, seems to be underpinning the project of reform – "time is greater than space."

"This principle enables us to work slowly but surely, without being obsessed with immediate results. It helps us patiently to endure difficult and adverse situations, or inevitable changes in our plans. It invites us to accept the tension between fullness and limitation, and to give a priority to time," the pope writes in Evangelii gaudium.

That apostolic exhortation, which Francis issued in 2013 just months after his election as Bishop of Rome, is the governing manifesto of this pontificate and the Jesuit pope's vision for a reformed Church.

"Giving priority to time means being concerned about initiating processes rather than possessing spaces," he writes. "Time governs spaces, illumines them and makes them links in a constantly expanding chain, with no possibility of return" (cf. EG, 222-225).

In other words, Francis wants to make sure that any reforms he and the bishops try to implement – including the reform of the Roman Curia – will be long lasting and not easily reversed.

In a world that is changing…
The project to reform the curia originated in the discussions the Church's cardinals held in the days before the 2013 conclave that elected Jorge Mario Bergoglio of Buenos Aires as Bishop of Rome.

The cardinals wanted the next pope to rid the Vatican of corruption, cronyism and institutional inefficiency. But few could have imagined that Papa Bergoglio would initiate a reform that would extend well beyond the curia or the confines of the tiny Vatican City State.
Francis, instead, has used the pretext of curia reform to set in motion a profound and radical reform even of the papacy and the entire global Church. He has done so by re-igniting the vision of the Second Vatican Council (1962-65) and its still unrealized intention to bring the Church into the modern world.

"Christendom no longer exists," Bishop Semeraro said at the June 27 press briefing.

He pointed out that the origins of the Roman Curia date back to the end of the 16th century and Pope Sixtus V. It was "an age when the law of the Church was the law of the State, and the law of the State was the law of the Church."

Semeraro noted the obvious – that world is long gone. But what is not so obvious to many, or so it seems, is that there are still a lot of men in miters or with offices in the Vatican who continue to pretend that it still does!

These people are trying to revive Christendom, which is a cultural-ideological system of belief in which the kerygma (the essence of Christian faith) is intrinsically wedded to Greek philosophical thought and given form by the European ancien régime.

The Catholic Church is the last pillar of this collapsing cultural ethos and system. Pope Francis knows this quite well and that is why he is determined to disentangle the Roman Curia, the papacy and the global Church from this old and anachronistic Eurocentric model.

And it is also why he has so many enemies.

Praedicate Evangelium
Bishop Semeraro noted that in this post-Christendom era "it is no longer enough to be concerned with doctrine." The main focus, he said, must be the "proclamation of the Gospel… which must, first of all, generate joy." But this will require a radical reimagining of how to carry out the missionary mandate.

"Go out to all the world; proclaim the gospel to all creation" (Mk 16, 15). This is the final command the Risen Christ gives to his disciples – Praedicate Evangelium.
Pope Francis knows this requires that the Church (in all its forms, expressions and various manifestations), once and for all, leave behind any ideas of reviving Christendom. It requires that we turn away from our Eurocentric theology and ecclesiology, looking for new ways to proclaim the gospel in new milieus and cultures.

The long-awaited reform of the Roman Curia is an essential part of the processes Francis has initiated to bring about this radical transformation.

And so it is no wonder that Catholics who are trying to revive an antiquated vision of the Church and its relationship to society, and their conservative political allies, see this pope as such a threat and danger.

Analysis: New Vatican constitution to centralize power in state secretariat
https://www.catholicnewsagency.com/news/analysis-new-vatican-constitution-to-centralize-power-in-state-secretariat-15873
By Ed Condon, Vatican City, July 2, 2019

Last week, Bishop Marcello Semeraro, secretary of the pope’s C6 Council of Cardinal Advisors announced that the group hoped to present Francis with a final draft of a new Vatican constitution in September.
Praedicate Evangelium, as the new governing document for the Roman curia is to be called, completes the reforming work already begun of combining various smaller Vatican departments into a more streamlined structure.

Focus on the forthcoming changes has largely fixed on the perception that a reformed and enlarged Dicastery for Evangelization will be “ranked above” the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith, with the change said to imply a shift in priorities for the universal Church.

In fact, a recent draft of Praedicate Evangelium obtained by CNA proposes a far more significant change in the governing structure of the Church, one which represents a consolidation of power in Rome unprecedented in the modern era.

With a single exception, all of the Vatican departments – currently styled as Secretariats, Congregations, or Pontifical Councils, depending on their size and scope – are renamed “dicasteries.” While the reformed Dicastery for the Evangelization is listed first, there is no legal order of precedence or priority attached to it or its work, and all dicasteries are, in the words of the draft text, “juridically equal among themselves.”

The single exception to this new uniform designation is the Secretariat of State, which retains its traditional name and is unquestionably the “first” Vatican department under the new constitution.

The most dramatic reform proposed in the current draft of Praedicate Evangelium is the effective ending of any curial department’s ability to exercise papal governing authority on a stably delegated basis. 

The draft text lays down that a curial department “cannot issue laws or general decrees having the force of law, nor can it deviate from the prescriptions of the universal law” except on a case-by-case basis “approved specifically by the Supreme Pontiff.” It further provides that any “important, rare, and extraordinary affairs” cannot be treated by the prefect of the dicastery unless and until he has cleared the matter with the pope and received his approval.

Legally, this means that the pope must personally approve every authoritative decision to emerge from a curial department - a historic recentralization of Roman power into the person of the pope.
Closely related to the end of curial departments’ ability to exercise the power of governance is another historic proposed reform: that lay people can serve as the head of any dicastery. 
Canon law defines ordination as a necessary qualification for the exercise of the power of governance. Lay people – according to the Code of Canon Law – can “cooperate” in the exercise, but not exercise it in their own right. Removing the stable exercise of delegated governing authority from all dicasteries is a legal necessity, either as cause or effect, for allowing lay prefects to lead a given department.

Many canonists and curial officials who have seen the draft privately warn it could prove a recipe for administrative gridlock.

“Imagine if the American president said that every binding decision taken by an executive department had to cross his desk and receive his personal approval – it is impossible, there is not time, nothing will get done,” one serving curial archbishop told CNA.

Deciding which matters arrive on the papal desk to receive the pope’s time, attention, and approval - and which do not - would, under the new constitution, effectively determine which areas of Church governance Rome chooses to control. Here again, the singular status of the Secretariat of State is underlined.

Unlike a “dicastery,” which can be headed by a lay person, Praedicate Evangelium provides that the Secretariat of State must be led by a cardinal, currently Cardinal Pietro Parolin. This department is placed in charge of coordinating the work of the dicasteries and, through meetings with the heads of those departments, “making decisions that will be proposed to the Supreme Pontiff.”

The Secretariat of State’s section for general affairs is also given charge of drafting governing legal documents, including apostolic constitutions, letters of decree, and apostolic letters, and of processing those acts which have been presented for personal papal approval.

“The [new constitution’s] preamble says a lot about collegiality and subsidiarity,” one long-serving curial official told CNA, “but this is just the total centralization of power in the office of the Secretary of State.”

“Nothing can be done without the pope’s approval, and nothing gets to the pope except through [Cardinal Parolin] – it’s the creation of a vice-regency.”

Praedicate Evangelium’s blueprint for the new curia places considerable emphasis on regular meetings among the heads of dicasteries and the need for “collegiality, transparency and concerted action.”

One archbishop, currently serving in a senior curial role said that while these were “noble principles,” the result could be “inefficiency by design.”

“It is an essentially Soviet model. Lots of meetings, lots of discussion, but in the end the Secretary [of State] decides what will happen.”

Asked about the difficulty in securing papal approval for every authoritative decision, the archbishop told CNA “that is the design.”

“The pope cannot decide everything, that is why we have a curia to begin with. This pope above all hates meetings and this was understood [by the drafting committee]. It creates a filter, what it is decided he should approve he can approve, what is not, he will simply not receive.”

Curial officials familiar with the drafting process told CNA that the apparent centralization of admirative power in the Secretariat of State was deliberately counterbalanced with new, expanded recognition of national bishops’ conferences.
In the section describing the reformed Dicastery for the Doctrine of the Faith, Praedicate Evangelium refers to the “primary responsibility” of bishops and bishops’ conferences for the particular Churches and makes specific reference to the “genuine doctrinal authority” enjoyed by them.

On measures related to “protecting the faith,” the reformed CDF is to work in close cooperation with local bishops’ conferences, “above all [on] the issue of authorization for teaching in the Church, where the Dicastery will apply the principle of subsidiarity.”

One senior official told CNA that “This idea of episcopal conferences having genuine doctrinal authority is very dangerous. We have seen so much confusion just on Communion for the divorced and remarried, now we say what? The Germans can decide what they like with a vote and that is genuine teaching authority?”

One archbishop given sight of the draft told CNA that the plan amounted to “a blueprint for federalism.” 

“If you want to see one authentic teaching in Germany and another in Poland, this is how you achieve it.”

The document is still in the process of revision. Pope Francis met with the C6 in June to discuss the comments and suggestions received on the draft text, after it was circulated among the presidents of national bishops’ conferences, dicasteries of the Roman Curia, Synods of the Eastern Churches, conferences of major superiors, and select pontifical universities. 

Bishop Semeraro called it “an intense process of listening,” though the feedback has been stinging in some quarters.

Several curial staffers from different departments told CNA that their congregations had returned “pages of suggested revisions,” and expressed deep concerns about the document’s proposed centralization of curial operations and the doctrinal latitude it appeared to give episcopal conferences.

One curial bishop told CNA that “Everyone is talking about the effects for the CDF, and I suppose those are the most dramatic, but this touches everything - the Church’s teaching underpins all parts of ecclesiastical life, liturgy, clerical discipline, how we evangelize. Now, we have a new system designed to create exactly the sort of problems the curia exists to resolve.”

“Everything touching power and money goes to State. Everything else is thrown to the wind.”

It remains to be seen how closely the final version of Praedicate Evangelium will resemble the current draft, and significant changes could well be implemented in the coming months. In the meantime, many are concerned that if Rome becomes unable to speak clearly, it is the Church's essential mission to preach the Gospel that would suffer.

The latest Confusion in Rome

https://www.thecatholicthing.org/2019/07/23/the-latest-confusion-in-rome/ 
By Fr. Gerald E. Murray, July 23, 2019
The draft of the new Apostolic Constitution on the Roman Curia, Praedicate Evangelium (PE), contains doctrinal imprecisions that have grave implications for the correct understanding of the relationship between the pope and the College of Bishops. 
The second chapter, “Criteria and Principles for the Roman Curia,” invokes the Vatican II’s Dogmatic Constitution on the Church, Lumen Gentium, yet ignores the clear teaching of the Preliminary Note of Explanation that was published as an appendix at the specific instruction of Pope Paul VI.
The Secretary General of the Council, Pericle Felici, informed the Council Fathers that Paul VI directed that “the doctrine set forth in Chapter III ought to be explained and understood in accordance with the meaning and intent of this explanatory note.” Chapter III is entitled “On the Hierarchical Structure of the Church and in Particular on the Episcopate.”

The question is the proper understanding of the relationship between the pope and the bishops as a “college.” Does the College of Bishops exist apart from and independently from the Roman pontiff? Can the College act as a body apart from and in contradistinction to the pope?

PE states: “The Curia is at the service of the Pope and the college of bishops, which ‘with the successor of Peter govern the house of the living God’ (LG 18). The Curia exercises this service to the bishops in their particular churches in respect for collegiality, synodality, and subsidiarity, which are owed to the successors of the apostles. On the basis of the Ecclesiology of Vatican II, the College of Bishops can entrust this task to the Curia either temporarily or permanently.” (Emphasis added)

PE cautions: “This service of the Curia to the mission of the bishops and to communio is not based on an attitude of supervision or control and neither in deciding as a superior authority.”

It continues: “Every Dicastery fulfills its own mission in virtue of the power that it has received from the Supreme Pontiff and from the College of Bishops, which, according to the Ecclesiology of the Second Vatican Council, guides the Church together with the successor of Peter (cf. LG 22, 2).” (Emphasis added)

Praedicate Evangelium is making a mistaken distinction between the pope and the bishops considered as a college. The Preliminary Note of Explanation to Lumen Gentium states:

The College, which does not exist without the head, is said ‘to exist also as the subject of supreme and full power in the universal Church.’ This must be admitted of necessity so that the fullness of power belonging to the Roman Pontiff is not called into question. For the College, always and of necessity, includes its head, because in the college he preserves unhindered his function as Christ’s Vicar and as Pastor of the universal Church. In other words, it is not a distinction between the Roman Pontiff and the bishops taken collectively, but a distinction between the Roman Pontiff taken separately and the Roman Pontiff together with the bishops. (Emphases added)

The Preliminary Note continues: “As Supreme Pastor of the Church, the Supreme Pontiff can always exercise his power at will, as his very office demands. Though it is always in existence, the College is not as a result permanently engaged in strictly collegial activity; the Church’s Tradition makes this clear. In other words, the College is not always ‘fully active [in actu pleno]’; rather, it acts as a college in the strict sense only from time to time and only with the consent of its head.”
The College of Bishops, therefore, does not “entrust” any “task to the Roman Curia either temporarily or permanently” unless called upon to do so as a college by the pope. Each and every act of such entrustment of tasks must include the pope’s approval of such an act; he is the head of the College of Bishops, and the college cannot act as a body against the decision of its head.

The College of Bishops can act only cum Petro et sub Petro, with Peter and under Peter. The Preliminary Note states: “The phrase ‘with the consent of its head’ is used to avoid the idea of dependence on some kind of outsider; the term ‘consent’ suggests rather communion between the head and the members, and implies the need for an act which belongs properly to the competence of the head.” (Emphasis added)

The Roman Curia is, in fact, an arm of the pope, not of the bishops of the world. Canon 360 states: “The Supreme Pontiff usually conducts the business of the universal Church through the Roman Curia, which acts in his name and with his authority for the good and for the service of the Churches.” The pope, acting ordinarily through his Curia, is the “superior authority” in the Church that makes decisions that involve the “supervision and control” of the members of the college of bishops. This is the meaning of papal supremacy in the Church.

The Roman Curia is not called the “Curia of the Pope and the College of Bishops” for a reason. Every diocesan bishop has his own curia. The Roman Curia depends upon the pope alone and assists him in carrying out his divinely given mission.

The Roman Pontiff is the Supreme Pastor and Visible Head of the Church on earth. Pastor Bonus, the Apostolic Constitution presently governing the Roman Curia states: “The Roman Curia is the complex of dicasteries and institutes which help the Roman Pontiff in the exercise of his supreme pastoral function for the good and service of the whole Church and of the Particular Churches.”

The confusion and disorder that would be introduced into the Church by even implying that the College of Bishops can act separately from the pope and has some role in delegating authority to the Roman Curia must be avoided. It is a clear contradiction of perennial Catholic doctrine as taught most recently by the Second Vatican Council.
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