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JULY 2, 2018, UPDATED
The suppression of the Prayer to St. Michael after Mass
Saint Michael Archangel,
defend us in battle,
be our protection against the wickedness and snares of the devil;
may God rebuke him, we humbly pray;
and do thou, O Prince of the heavenly host,
by the power of God, cast into hell
Satan and all the evil spirits
who prowl through the world seeking the ruin of souls.
Amen.
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The Prayer to Saint Michael … was incorporated into the rubrics of the Low Mass of the Catholic Church from 1886 to its suppression in 1964…
The 'Leonine Prayers' originated in 1884, when Pope Leo XIII ordered certain prayers to be said after Low Mass, in defense of the independence of the Holy See. God's help was sought for a satisfactory solution to the loss of the Pope's temporal sovereignty, which deprived him of the independence felt to be required for effective use of his spiritual authority. The prayer to St Michael described above was added to the Leonine Prayers in 1886.
The Pope's status as a temporal leader was restored in 1929 by the creation of the State of Vatican City, and in the following year, Pope Pius XI ordered that the intention for which these prayers should from then on be offered was "to permit tranquility and freedom to profess the faith to be restored to the afflicted people of Russia".

The practice of reciting this and the other Leonine prayers after Mass was officially suppressed by the 26 September 1964 Instruction Inter Oecumenici which came into effect on 7 March 1965. 
INTER OECUMENICI-ON THE ORDERLY CARRYING OUT OF LITURGICAL NORMS SACRED CONGREGATION OF RITES 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/INTER_OECUMENICI.doc
Removing the obligation to recite this prayer (along with the three Hail Mary's, the Hail Holy Queen, and the prayer for the Church) after Low Mass did not mean forbidding its use either privately or publicly in other circumstances, but not at Mass time. And thirty years later in his Regina Caeli Address on Sunday 24 April 1994, Pope John Paul II recommended its use, saying:

May prayer strengthen us for the spiritual battle that the Letter to the Ephesians speaks of: 'Be strong in the Lord and in the strength of his might' (Ephesians 6:10). The Book of Revelation refers to this same battle, recalling before our eyes the image of St Michael the Archangel (cf. Revelation 12:7). Pope Leo XIII certainly had this picture in mind when, at the end of the last century, he brought in, throughout the Church, a special prayer to St Michael: 'Saint Michael the Archangel, defend us in battle. Be our protection against the wickedness and snares of the devil...' Although this prayer is no longer recited at the end of Mass, I ask everyone not to forget it and to recite it to obtain help in the battle against the forces of darkness and against the spirit of this world.
The crisis of the Church in 2018 and the reintroduction of the prayer to St. Michael the Archangel
Following the sex scandal involving several members of the episcopate and the clergy, Pope Francis asked the faithful around the world to recite the Holy Rosary to the Blessed Virgin Mary daily - throughout the month of October - together with fasting and penance as already requested in the "Letter to the People of God" of 20 August 2018 - for the protection of the Church against Satan, the "Great Accuser"*, ending it with the ancient prayer "Sub Tuum Praesidium" dedicated to the Virgin and with the prayer to St. Michael the Archangel. Moreover, several bishops in the world have asked for the reintroduction of prayer to St. Michael at the end of each mass, in particular: [list of bishops]
Extract from https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Prayer_to_Saint_Michael 
*POPE FRANCIS BLAMES DEVIL FOR CHURCHS WOES 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/POPE_FRANCIS_BLAMES_DEVIL_FOR_CHURCHS_WOES.doc
Prayer to St. Michael the Archangel written by Pope Leo XIII in 1884
http://www.catholicfaithandreason.org/prayer-to-st-michael-the-archangel.html 
This (on page 1) is the shorter version of the prayer composed by Pope Leo XIII after saying Mass one day in the Vatican chapel attended by some Cardinals and others on the Vatican staff, following a dramatic incident. He was in leaving the altar when he suddenly collapsed to the floor and awoke saying "Oh, what a horrible picture I was permitted to see." He had witnessed a struggle between Satan and the Church, in which Satan bragged he could destroy her. But he had been relieved to see that Satan would not triumph because St. Michael would be there to consign him to the abyss of hell. Not long after this experience he composed this prayer which used to be said after every low Mass through the Catholic world.  We join the voices of those urging that in the present crisis' of this world, from the horrors of large scale abortion to the brink of nuclear war and unbridled terrorism, that this prayer be reintroduced.
Was the St. Michael Prayer after Mass suppressed by Vatican II?
http://motheofgod.com/threads/was-st-michael-prayer-after-mass-suppressed-by-v-ii.11020/
By Fr. John Zuhlsdorf, July 29, 2017

Q: I recently heard a priest announce to his congregation that the St. Michael Prayer had been “suppressed” by Vatican II.  People could still pray it privately, but it could not be recited in congregation after mass. Is this correct? This was at a Novus Ordo mass, not the Extraordinary Form.

A: Interesting. I was just talking about this issue not long ago with a priest friend.
Vatican II did not suppress the St. Michael Prayer.
The Sacred Congregation of Rites, in the 1964 instruction on the implementation of Sacrosanctum Concilium called Inter Oecumenici, said:
j. The last gospel is omitted; the Leonine Prayers are suppressed.
Of course the St. Michael Prayer, by itself, is not the sum and total of the Leonine Prayers. It is only one of the Leonine Prayers. So, that 1964 suppression is irrelevant to the recitation of the St. Michael Prayer by itself.
Also, I think we can say about Inter Oecumenici, who cares? We have had several editions of the Roman Missal since then, including massive overhauls in 1965 and 1969 and an edition that had to be immediately withdrawn because it had heresy in the introduction. We now also have a desirable process of “mutual enrichment” underway with Summorum Pontificum.
Moreover, in 2013, the Bishops Conference of the Philippines authorized the St. Michael Prayer for use in all churches nationwide and recommended its use especially in troubled regions. Here I am not sure that they had to authorize it for it to be used after Mass. It’s after Mass, after all. However, they put their official stamp of approval on the practice.
In these USA, the great Bp. Thomas Paprocki of Springfield did the same for his diocese in 2011. Here.
In a 1994 Regina Caeli Address, St. John Paul II – who should be named Doctor of the Church – recommended that people pray the St. Michael prayer for the Church.
This prayer is coming back far and wide. I’ll bet readers here know parishes where it is a regular feature after Mass.


If people are moved to pray such a prayer after Mass, why should they be stopped? Is there some other important official business that has to be conducted at that very moment? Other than the fact that Father wants to leave?
It isn’t as if people are attempting glossolalia. They aren’t babbling incoherently.
The St. Michael was written by Pope Leo XIII who had a frightening vision the battle between the Church and Satan. He wrote the prayer and ordered that it be added to the prayers Pius IX had commanded to be recited after Low Masses (Pius X added the three-fold invocation of the Sacred Heart), which continued until 1964.
One must ask: Does anyone think that Satan has stopped waging war on the Church? We still need to say prayers precisely like this. Is there a better time than when people are together in church?
It doesn’t take very long to say it. People can have their moment of silent prayer and say their thanksgiving prayers directly after.
If once the Leonine Prayers, with the St. Michael Prayer, were associated with the conversion of Russia, couldn’t they be used now for the conversion of these USA? How about for defense of our Christian brethren in the Middle East and Africa from the hellish attacks by Islamic terrorists? Is that a good enough reason? How about for an end to abortion?
Specific intentions come and go. The prayers we recite can be reapplied for other intentions. You could have a different intention each day of the week.
I think that people should pray not only the St. Michael Prayer, but the whole of the so-called Leonine Prayers, including the collect:
O God, our refuge and our strength, look down with mercy upon the people who cry to Thee; and by the intercession of the glorious and immaculate Virgin Mary, Mother of God, of Saint Joseph her spouse, of the blessed Apostles Peter and Paul, and of all the saints, in Thy mercy and goodness hear our prayers for the conversion of sinners, and for the liberty and exaltation of the Holy Mother the Church. Through the same Christ Our Lord. Amen.
What’s wrong with that prayer? It even mentions mercy, which is quite fashionable these days. It mentions mercy twice.
We need prayers like these now more than ever.
Bishops and pastors everywhere, and the Holy Father too, should reinstate the Leonine Prayers after Masses.
There are urgent and burning intentions to pray for and these prayers are just the thing.
So, circling back to the question. No. The priest is wrong. Vatican II did not suppress the St. Michael Prayer. The SCR suppress the Leonine Prayers (which were mandatory after Low Masses). However, it the pastor doesn’t want this, he must be respected.
It is, however, entirely reasonable to keep working on him, perhaps with the St. Michael Prayer!
The Return of the Prayer to St. Michael

https://www.crisismagazine.com/2014/return-st-michael-prayer 

By Joe Bissonnette, December 9, 2014

Modern philosophy is full of all sorts of absurd theories about the illusory nature of existence and the unreliability of everything we know to be true. But the boots on the ground, living, breathing, day to day philosophy of even the most angst-ridden German nihilist or the most wild-eyed French existentialist has to be common sense realism. Even German and French philosophers must eat, sleep and conduct themselves in civil society.
There’s great consolation in the reliability of the law of gravity and the fact that it means something specific to me or anyone else when you say dog, cat, house, person, good, true and beautiful. But the last three of those words; good, true and beautiful, and maybe even person, do enjoin some philosophical reflection. They are the basis for making sense of right and wrong, obligation, prohibition and so on. Philosophy isn’t just a waste of time.

Catholicism is deeply philosophical and also deeply mystical and of late the mysticism of the Catholic world view has been confronting me with great force, and confronting the minimalist common sense realism I had more or less taken for granted.

Our parish and a number of Catholic churches I’ve been to recently have begun saying the St. Michael prayer after Mass. It is a breathtaking departure from the modern psychological deconstruction through which I have made sense of my own mental states and those of others. Pride, envy, sloth, greed, lust, gluttony and wrath are not merely maladjustments, but rather they are the snares of a spiritual being who seeks the ruin of souls. They are our weaknesses within our wounded souls, but they are also passions from outside of us, which act upon us, against which we must not be passive, or we will be swept away. 

The idea that there is a spirit of pride, envy, sloth or any of the other deadly sins which can emanate from people, entertainments or places—or from the devil—is an enchanted, mystical, ancient Catholic view. Since the 1200’s the Tridentine Mass invoked St. Michael in the Confiteor as a protection against evil. Ours is a faith shot through with struggles between powers and principalities, angels and demons.

The resurgence in the St. Michael Prayer reclaims much of the domain seized by Freud, Jung, Adler and their redactors in outlining the landscape of the soul. And it rings true. We are not merely struggling to harness internal engines of the soul like the desires for sex, meaning and power. We are not merely hot-house orchids, isolated, hermetically sealed, gazing upon the tempests which rage within our spiritual navels. We are also the objects of a cosmic struggle between the forces of God and the Devil.
Scott Hahn explained the sign of the beast, 666, the mark of the devil referred to in Revelations, as the spiteful declaration of spiritual war by Satan. It was rooted in Satan’s offended pride and envy. According to St Thomas Aquinas, angels have perfect knowledge of that which they know, and at the instant of creation, saw all that would unfold throughout history, including the fall of man and the incarnation of God in the Person of Jesus Christ. According to Hahn, that God would become a lowly man was such an affront to the vastly superior angels that Satan rebelled in disgust, and 6, the day upon which man was created, was repeated as a cuss three times, as a mock of the Trinity and a declaration of rebellion. The fall of the angels was directly linked to their envy of man because God took on lowly humanity in the Person of Jesus Christ. So from the beginning, the principle objective of the fallen angels has been the seduction and ruin of human souls. According to Catholic theology we are hunted by the devil and his minions but also protected by hosts of angels, including angels specifically assigned to the protection of each one of us.

Now there is good reason to have pause. Most sane Catholics stiffen up at some point in the discussion of devils and angels. We live in an age of progress and practical solutions and the idea of an intractable struggle between invisible forces of good and evil seems pre-modern and nutty. And this is so among good Catholics who have closely adhered to the Church. In fact Vatican II officially suppressed the then widespread practice of praying the St. Michael prayer after Mass in the Instructio Prima. And the denuding of the churches of frescoes, statuary and all but the most abstract stained glass windows signaled a strong de-emphasis on the theology of powers and principalities. This has been the moment in the Church in which we have grown up. If one were to propose a spectrum extending from dismissal of the devil as a pre-scientific mythological representation of the psychologically and physically unexplained all the way over to a constant awareness of external forces both attacking and defending us, most of us would locate far closer to the former.

But in the past few years things have changed both among Church hierarchy and in the pews. In 1994 Pope John Paul II urged Catholics to recite the prayer again. And it has become increasingly evident to a growing number that abortion, pornography, same-sex “marriage” and no-fault divorce are not just isolated evils but part of a broad, concerted effort. Anthropologists accept it as axiomatic that we are religious by nature, always seeking to make sense of the meaning and purpose of our lives and creation. As these things have become more and more prevalent in our culture, their soul-transforming effects have given them a somewhat symbolic quality. It looks more and more like these evils are sacraments of darkness, rites aggressively promoted in a massive spiritual struggle for souls. Witness revelations of abortionist Kermit Gosnell’s practice of keep hundreds of tiny feet from the babies he killed in plastic bags in his freezer. More and more, ordinary Catholics think in terms of the ancient Catholic understanding of a cosmic struggle between good and evil, God and the devil.

At the April convocation of Our Lady Seat of Wisdom Academy in Barry’s Bay, Thomas Cardinal Collins gave the keynote address. He began with Chesterton’s observation that we love The Iliad because life is a struggle, we love The Odyssey because life is a journey, we love the Book of Job because so much of what befalls us is incomprehensible. To this he added a fourth; we love the Book of Revelation because we want to know how it all ends. He then said that we do know how it all ends—and these were the truest words he spoke that day.

If all the madness we face were merely phantasms in our tortured souls we could have no confidence in the triumph of God. From all the times we have made earnest resolutions and then fallen again, each of us knows that we can’t trust ourselves and so we know that we could not be certain that we would choose good over evil in the end if it were only up to us. The struggle between good and evil would be too much to bear if it were left up to us. We could have no confidence in how it all ends. But mercifully it is not only up to us.

After the cardinal had spoken, after the final blessing at the end of the convocation mass at St Hedwig’s church, several hundred voices and the cardinal recited the prayer to St. Michael. He then said that he had already printed up thousands of copies of the prayer and he planned to promulgate it in the archdiocese of Toronto as soon as opportunity allowed. As the storm gathers and the division between good and evil becomes more stark, the unfolding of history is providing that opportunity.

Several bishops are recommending saying the prayer against the power of Satan

http://www.catholicherald.co.uk/news/2018/10/04/prayer-to-st-michael-makes-resurgence-in-response-to-abuse-crisis/
By Carol Zimmerman, October 4, 2018
In response to the Church abuse crisis, many parishes around the country have been bringing out the big guns in a spiritual sense – calling on St Michael the Archangel.
Some pastors have asked their parishioners to say the prayer at the end of Masses and some bishops have urged all diocesan parishes to recite it. Pope Francis also recently urged Catholics worldwide to recite it after praying the rosary during the month of October.

But for some parishes, saying this prayer at the end of Mass is nothing new.

In 2015, when Fr Jose Manuel Campos Garcia was assigned to St Joseph Parish in Roseburg, Oregon, he started praying the prayer to St Michael after daily Mass not long after a shooting occurred at the nearby Umpqua Community College that left 10 students dead.

After he began leading the parish in this prayer after daily Mass, he said he saw a change.

“For us, it’s been a journey of healing relationships and healing the community,” he told the Catholic Sentinel, newspaper of the Archdiocese of Portland, Oregon.

And now this parish will be joined by other parishes in the archdiocese in reciting the prayer which calls on the saint to “defend us in battle” and to “be our defence against the wickedness and snares of the devil.”

The prayer reads in full:

Holy Michael the Archangel, defend us in battle. Be our safeguard against the wickedness and snares of the devil. May God rebuke him, we humbly pray, and do thou, O Prince of heavenly hosts, by the power of God, thrust down to hell Satan, and all evil spirits, who roam the world seeking the ruin of souls.

In a letter to priests, Portland Archbishop Alexander Sample urged them to pray the St Michael Prayer after each Mass and to encourage parishioners to say this prayer daily.

In his letter, he said the Church is in “distressing times with continued revelations about the failures of our brother priests and bishops” and he also said “the evil one has intensified his war” against the Church.

The archbishop said there are many things to do to purify the Church at this time but that “prayer will also be the foremost and most appropriate response, on which all other efforts will build.”

Fr Anthony Ahamefule, administrator of Holy Trinity Parish in Bandon, Oregon, began saying the prayer after Masses in September. He described it as a good spiritual resource.

The priest, who knew the prayer as a child from saying it with his family, feels it will now “bring a sense of healing” by helping Catholics to look to Jesus in trying moments.

“The prayer of St Michael ties into our eucharistic nature that God is always with us to protect us in challenging times,” he said.

Fr Sam Kachuba, pastor of St Pius X Parish in Fairfield, Connecticut, has been leading parishioners in the prayer since September 15, as requested by Bishop Frank Caggiano of Bridgeport.

He said many parishioners remember the words fondly from when they were young and others are learning the prayer, following along with printed versions of it in stickers on the back of Church hymnals.

The priest told Catholic News Service that parishioners see the prayer as “one part in a multi-part response to the crisis in the Church” – the spiritual dimension.

One parishioner who served in the Marine Corps, told the priest he said that prayer every day, and sometimes multiple times a day, during active duty and that saying it now reminds him of what spiritual life requires.

Fr Kachuba said he has known the prayer a long time and he thinks saying it together is a beautiful practice. “It never hurts to remind ourselves what is at stake: the devil is seeking our souls every day and God gives us the defence and protection we need if we just avail ourselves of it.”

Bishop Caggiano announced the plan to say this prayer via the modern method of social media. He announced on Twitter on August 24 that the prayer would be recited at the end of all Masses in the diocese starting on September 15, the feast of Our Lady of Sorrows. He also asked that Catholics pray this individually.

Other bishops who have called on Catholics to pray to the intercession of St Michael at this time of church crisis include: New York Cardinal Timothy Dolan; Pittsburgh Bishop David Zubik; Archbishop Joseph Naumann, Kansas City, Kansas; Bishop Richard Stika of Knoxville, Tennessee; and Bishop Kevin Vann of Orange, California.

Bishop Robert Morlino of Madison, Wisconsin, called on Catholics in his diocese to say this prayer at Masses beginning December 31 last year as a way to pray for “the triumph of good in our world and the overcoming of evil.”

Fr Andrew Menke, executive director of the Secretariat of Divine Worship of the US Conference of Catholic Bishops, told CNS he did not know how prevalent this current practice was in the United States.

He said the history of saying this prayer at the end of Mass goes back to Pope Leo XII in late 1800s. The prayer was recited at the end of low Masses, or Masses without singing, during the time when the Papal States were being confiscated by the Italians and later as an intention for the conversion of Russia.

The priest said that the prayer was “suppressed as a part of the Mass not long before the post-Vatican II revisions to the Mass were instituted. When the prayer is said today, it would be considered a devotion that technically takes place outside of Mass, after the final blessing has been given.”

James Hetzel, president and CEO of The Catholic Company, an online store based in Charlotte, North Carolina, said many parishes in the Diocese of Charlotte have “been praying the St Michael prayer after Mass for as long as I can remember.”

He said he was glad to see the practice catching on around the country.

In an email to CNS, he said his company had not had a recent increase in sales of St Michael prayer cards, but he said St Michael-related products “have been strong sellers for us for years.”

Hetzel said he has seen “an uptick in products related to spiritual warfare,” though, and he thinks those types of books “go hand in hand with the role St Michael the Archangel plays in our lives.”

Adding the St. Michael Prayer after Mass
https://catholicinsight.com/adding-the-saint-michael-prayer-after-mass/ 

By Fr. Scott Murray, September 29, 2018
Following my previous article, “Becoming a Catholic Pastor, Post – ‘Pennsylvania’”, I unplugged from the world of ecclesial and secular news. I tried to follow my own advice and focus on the duties of my own state in life. In general, I don’t follow the news much anyway, but this month I was particularly oblivious. In fact, other than priest friends, no one has even mentioned the scandals unfolding in the Church. In the little town of Mattawa, for good or ill, the problems of the world flow past us, like the two rivers that meet here, and we keep living our lives.
This weekend, however, I am reminding my parishioners of our need to pray for the universal Church, particularly the hierarchy. Today is the feast of the Archangels. It was formerly just the feast of St. Michael, while Saints Gabriel and Raphael were honoured on March 24th and November 24th respectively, but the 1969 revision of the General Roman Calendar put them all together on September 29th. I mention this historical fact because it is my excuse for only focusing on St. Michael in this article. This weekend I am using the occasion of St. Michael’s feast as an opportunity to encourage devotion at my parish to God’s great warrior: beginning today, we will recite the prayer to St. Michael after each Mass.

At the end of the 19th Century Pope Leo XIII added the prayer to St. Michael to the prayers recited after Low Masses, the so-called Leonine Prayers. This custom held until 1964 when the Leonine Prayers were suppressed at the Second Vatican Council (AAS 56, p. 888 par. 48. J). Suppressed means suppressed, right? Does that mean we shouldn’t say the prayer to St. Michael after Mass? Sacrosanctum Concilium (the Church’s Constitution on the Liturgy) states, “Therefore no other person, even if he be a priest, may add, remove, or change anything in the liturgy on his own authority” (SC 22). That norm was broken many times in the years following the Second Vatican Council; however, that’s no excuse for me to make “good” changes to the liturgy. I am striving to be a faithful son of the Church and I don’t want to abuse the liturgy or contribute to confusion regarding its integrity, so I will give a brief explanation of my decision to recite the prayer to St. Michael with my congregation after Mass.

The simple answer is that the prayer is being recited after Mass, which ends with the dismissal “Ite, missa est (Go forth, the Mass is ended)” and the priest’s veneration of the altar (cf. General Instruction of the Roman Missal, par. 90). That’s pretty straightforward, and yet there is still debate over the validity of reciting this venerable prayer after Mass; therefore, I will also refer to Sacrosanctum Concilium for a more developed response:

That sound tradition may be retained, and yet the way remain open to legitimate progress careful investigation is always to be made into each part of the liturgy which is to be revised. This investigation should be theological, historical, and pastoral. Also the general laws governing the structure and meaning of the liturgy must be studied in conjunction with the experience derived from recent liturgical reforms and from the indults conceded to various places. Finally, there must be no innovations unless the good of the Church genuinely and certainly requires them; and care must be taken that any new forms adopted should in some way grow organically from forms already existing (SC 23).

Reciting the prayer to St. Michael after Mass seems to be an organic development that is in accord with the tradition of the Church. Reciting the prayer to St. Michael after Mass is rapidly growing in popularity. It is being requested by many among the laity and even mandated by some bishops. The current drama in the Church is a painful reminder that human powers are insufficient to build the Kingdom of God and, sadly, they often undermine it. Satan and his legion are at work in the world and they often twist human powers toward their own ends. Therefore, we need to be more strategic in our fight.

In the Eastern Churches, the faithful refer to St. Michael as the “Archistrategos”, the chief general of God’s army. The English words ‘strategy’ and ‘strategist’ are derivatives of strategos. St. Michael cast Satan out of heaven in their first battle (cf. Rev. 12:7-10), he continued to fight the powers of evil in Biblical times (e.g. Dan. 10:13-21), and he still fights for those who invoke his name today. St. Michael the Archangel defend us in battle!
Sixth U.S. bishop promotes St. Michael prayer after Mass in response to abuse crisis
https://www.lifesitenews.com/news/sixth-u.s.-bishop-promotes-st.-michael-prayer-after-mass-in-response-to-abu 
By Lisa Bourne, September 27, 2018
Fifty-four years after suppression of the intercessory prayer to the archangel with the top job of battling Satan, Catholic bishops in the United States are gradually returning to the tradition of reciting the prayer after Mass.
An increasing number of bishops are recognizing the need for reciting the Prayer to St. Michael the Archangel regularly after Mass as a result of the sex abuse crisis now battering the Church.

LifeSiteNews is also asking readers to sign a petition urging bishops to restore the prayer. Click the link to sign the LifeSiteNews petition asking bishops to restore the prayer.

Archbishop Joseph Naumann of Kansas City, Kansas, this week approved regular use of the prayer after Masses in his archdiocese.
“In recent weeks, a number of bishops throughout the United States, in response to the latest revelations in the clergy abuse crisis, have asked the faithful throughout their respective dioceses to offer invocation to St. Michael the Archangel for protection of the Church’s clergy and faithful from despair and discouragement as well as from continued abuse of power from bishops and priests,” a September 24 letter from Naumann’s Office of Liturgy and Sacramental Life states. “A number of dioceses have implemented the recitation of the traditional prayer to St. Michael following Masses to this end.”

“In like manner,” the letter continues, “Archbishop Naumann approves of this practice in the parishes of the Archdiocese of Kansas City in Kansas, at the discretion of the pastor.”

Recitation of the Prayer to St. Michael the Archangel and the other Leonine prayers (composed by Pope Leo XIII) after Mass was officially suppressed by the September 26, 1964, Vatican II Instruction Inter Oecumenici, which went into effect on March 7, 1965.

Catholics were not prohibited from saying the prayer, but after it’s obligatory recitation following Mass ended, its significance -- and therefore its protective effect -- largely dissipated.

St. Michael the Archangel -- who’s his name in Hebrew means “Who is like God?” -- is the prince of all the angels. He and the good angels cast Lucifer and his followers into Hell after they rebelled against God, and he is invoked for protection against the devil and all evil.
The Prayer to St. Michael the Archangel began with Leo XIII in 1886, when, according to tradition, Leo had a vision after Mass of the great damage Satan would do to the Church and the world in the 20th century. The pope composed the prayer in response and added it to the Leonine Prayers to be said after Low Mass, which originally had the intentions of the defense of the Holy See’s sovereignty.

The St. Michael the Archangel Prayer was recited after Masses from 1886 until its 1964 suppression.

Thirty years after the Vatican II liturgical revolution, Pope St. John Paul II, in his Regina Coeli address on April 24, 1994, recommended the Prayer to St. Michael the Archangel due to the prayer’s aid in fighting evil in the world.

“Although this prayer is no longer recited at the end of Mass,” John Paul II said, “I ask everyone not to forget it and to recite it to obtain help in the battle against the forces of darkness and against the spirit of this world." 

Bishop Robert Morlino of Madison, Wisconsin, asked Catholics in his diocese late last November to fight the evil in our world by praying the St. Michael the Archangel prayer at least after Sunday Masses.

Archbishop Naumann joined a number of other U.S. bishops who in recent weeks have re-implemented the St. Michael the Archangel Prayer regularly after Masses following the last several months of shocking revelations in the Church’s sexual abuse crisis.

Archbishop Alexander Sample of the Archdiocese of Portland sent a letter to his priests last week encouraging them to lead the prayer to St. Michael the Archangel after all Masses. 

Bishop Frank Caggiano of Bridgeport, Connecticut, announced August 24 that effective September 15 the St. Michael the Archangel Prayer will be recited after every Mass celebrated in the Bridgeport diocese.

Bishop David Zubik of Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, and Bishop Rick Stika of Knoxville, Tennessee, have also asked their priests to lead the Prayer to St. Michael the Archangel after all Masses going forward. 

Other instances of the prayer being temporarily resuscitated to battle Satan have occurred as well.

Cardinal Timothy Dolan of New York asked Catholics in his archdiocese to pray a novena with the St. Michael the Archangel prayer after each Mass from September 21, the feast of St. Matthew the Evangelist, through St. Michael’s feast day on September 29. Dolan requested that Catholics not attending daily Mass say the prayer privately.

The cardinal said many people had told him St. Michael’s intercession was needed.

“Now I hear from so many of you, God’s People, that we need again the weapons of prayer, reparation, and penance, ammunition the Devil dreads,” he said. “Enough of you have suggested this to me that I’ve concluded it’s from the Lord: that we seek the help of St. Michael the Archangel in fighting Lucifer’s invasion of the Church.” 

Following Dolan’s lead, Bishop Robert Baker of Birmingham, Alabama, instituted a novena with the St. Michael the Archangel Prayer recited after Masses beginning September 29 and ending October 7, the Feast of the Most Holy Rosary.

Over the past 10 years a diocesan gathering was held on the first Sunday in October at the Lourdes Grotto at the Poor Clare Monastery in Hanceville, Alabama, to pray the Rosary with the special intentions of life and vocations, he explained. This year, though, the prayer intention would be in reparation for the suffering of abuse victims and for reconciliation in the Church.

“How well we are aware of the causes of evil in our world -- the world, the flesh, and the devil,” Baker said. “There is no escaping our own personal responsibility for evil and, in the context of the recent scandals, the responsibility of some of the clergy. That is a reality!”

Prayer to St. Michael the Archangel:

St. Michael the Archangel, defend us in battle. Be our protection against the wickedness and snares of the devil. May God rebuke him we humbly pray; and do Thou, O Prince of the Heavenly Host, by the Power of God, cast into hell Satan and all the evil spirits, who prowl through the world seeking the ruin of souls. Amen.
4 of 15 readers’ responses

1. I think you missed our bishop who told us about the prayer many weeks ago in the Diocese of Allentown. So there are more than six.

2. Bishop Thomas of the Diocese of Toledo has also recommended this prayer to parishes in his diocese.

3. The 100 year unloosening of Satan, foreseen by Pope Leo XIII, is over! This is indeed a spiritual battle of epic proportions. That is why Vigano chose to date his letter Sept. 29th, the feast day of St Michael.

4. I've been saying the prayer after Mass asking the archangel to remove Francis from the papal throne and all his evil cohorts destroying the church's teaching on marriage and the family. Cupich "fluffy" of Chicago is the worst villain among them.

