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1. 84 year-old woman unable to overcome depression due to abortion 57 years ago

http://www.catholicnewsagency.com/news/84_yearold_woman_who_had_abortion_57_years_ago_still_suffers_depression/ 

Madrid, Spain, March 28, 2008 (LifeSiteNews.com)
The weekly Catholic publication Alba in Spain has published the story of an 84 year-old woman who was forced by her ex-husband to undergo an abortion 57 years ago before they were married. She told Alba that despite the counseling she has received over the years, she has never been able to overcome her depression and was never able to carry a child to term.
In the wake of the imprisonment of the Spanish abortion provider Carlos Morin, the entire "personal drama" of the woman "has come to the surface with violence. The diagnosis? It's clear: post-abortion syndrome. The therapy? Face the pain over the loss of her son," the article in Alba stated.
Referring to her as Maria in order to protect her privacy because "she fears reprisals from her ex-husband who is still alive," Alba explained that what torments Maria most about her life is her abortion. "It was 57 years ago. At that time she was 27 and single, but she was in a relationship with the man whom she would later marry."
After she told him she was pregnant, he took her to get an abortion without her consent. "He put her in a taxi and took her to an apartment in Madrid on Barcelona Street... 'That place was a pigsty, a slaughterhouse,' she recalled.  He told her, 'Don't worry, you're in good hands.'  The abortion was performed without anesthesia, so Maria shrieked with pain," the article continued.
"On May 3, 1951, a month and a half later, Maria had serious hemorrhaging in the bathroom.  That's where her child was 'born.'  'He had little arms, a little body, everything.'  What did she do? 'I washed him, I kissed him and I put him in a little box that I had.' What did she do with him? 'I thought about preserving him in alcohol, but I was afraid that my mother would find out, so I said goodbye to him and I flushed him down the toilet'," she recalled with tears.
After she married, Maria became pregnant again on four different occasions.  All the pregnancies ended in miscarriages, perhaps because of the abortion she underwent when she was 27.
"The case of Maria is only one example of how post-abortion syndrome can continue throughout one's life," said psychologist and president of the Association of Victims of Abortion, Beatriz Mariscal.
After the scandal of the abortion mills in Barcelona, Maria's wounds have been opened again. Asked if she has every forgotten it, she is adamant. "No, I never forgot about it. I thought about it day and night and I tried to do things to forget it. But it has come back now very strong. The memory of that abortion has never left me, I have been depressed ever since," Maria said.
"Some think abortion is painful but eventually passes. The case of Maria is evidence that the effects can remain for one's entire life," Mariscal stated.
2. Woman Told of Fetal Abnormalities:  “I Will Not be the Killing Hand.”
https://www.lifesitenews.com/news/woman-told-of-fetal-abnormalities-i-will-not-be-the-killing-hand
By Tim Waggoner, Ottawa, August 5, 2008 
20 weeks into her pregnancy, a happily married Catholic teacher was informed her baby had holoprocencephaly - a hole in the brain stem - as well as fluid in the brain and a severe heart condition. After being given her medical "options", including the choice to terminate her baby’s life, she informed her doctor that she refused to be the one responsible for her child’s death, trusting that God had a plan for her son.
"Termination was not an option for me, and I informed the doctor of this immediately," said the woman, who wishes to remain anonymous. "He is our creation and God’s creation and we will take him as he comes."

The woman related the details of her story to LifeSiteNews.com in a telephone interview and a letter. The woman, who is still pregnant with her child, decided to come forward with her story in the hope that it would encourage other women, in similar circumstances, to embrace the challenges of going through with a difficult pregnancy, even when the prognosis for the child is extremely grim. No matter how seemingly certain the imminent death of an unborn child may be, she said, we can never be justified in taking innocent life.
"With each new day, I learn to accept this situation," she said. "For example, I know that I cannot change my circumstances, and therefore must proceed with the daily grind of life. In other ways, it becomes more difficult. It is a very odd experience to be pregnant, knowing that I may never get to bring my baby home from the hospital, and that instead of anticipating his whole life, I may have to prepare for his funeral and burial."

"Quality of life" considerations were given by doctors as reasons to kill the child in the womb; however, once the mother informed her doctor that she would not take the life of her baby, she says she had "100 percent support" from the medical professionals looking after her.
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She did say, however, "had I not been so definitely opposed, the option of abortion may have been the end of my story (except for future psychiatric pills)" - referring to the morally neutral manner in which abortion is presented as an "option" to patients and the well-known negative psychological effects that arise as a consequence.

"I am sure that for many women, abortion is strongly recommended in cases like mine, especially if women do not have a strong belief about it originally," she said.  
Yet, she issued words of encouragement to other women in her situation, speaking adamantly to the fact that a child’s apparent lesser "quality of life" based on a grim medical diagnosis does not discount the fact that the child has been given the gift of life for a reason - even if it is unbeknown to others.

She observed that in her own case her doctor’s initial "certain" prognosis that her child would not live outside the womb soon transformed into the doctor saying he could not predict when the baby will die. Furthermore, her child has already defied the probabilities, as many unborn babies with such severe health conditions would have self-aborted within the first few months of gestation.

"I say he must really be extraordinary to be discounting all medical theories with respect to chromosome-gene results, and his longevity," she said of her child. "I tell him that even the doctors aren’t sure why he’s lived so long (most babies with these abnormalities self-abort long before now), and that he is special because of this. I tell you this because I want you to know that, despite the grim outlook… I am carrying this baby as long as he will let me, and will not be the killing hand."

The woman hopes that her story will help make others aware of the side of the abortion debate not usually covered by the mainstream media, the side that affirms the intrinsic goodness and beauty of human life, no matter how short-lived, or seemingly "useless" it may be.

"I wish with my heart of hearts that they know of the good that will come," she explained.

"The little one in my womb is moving around, kicking his mother, and hopefully enjoying a refreshing swim. I am told that he knows no pain, and that while he is in the uterus, he is as safe as can be. I walk him every day, talk to him often, and pray for him always," she said.

As for what she and her husband expect in the long run, she said, "Our prayer is simple: That we will get to meet our little one, tell him that we love him, and watch him fall deep into a sleep that will bring him to heaven."
See the complete original letter sent to LifeSiteNews by the mother:
A Letter from a Mother with an Unborn Child with Foetal Abnormalities
http://www.lifesitenews.com/ldn/2008/aug/08080607.html 
Mother Shares Story of Her Baby's Short but Beautiful Life, After Diagnosed with Fetal Abnormality

https://www.lifesitenews.com/news/mother-shares-story-of-her-babys-short-but-beautiful-life-after-diagnosed-w  
"A Beautiful Life: 30 Days of Pure Love," she calls her story 

By Patrick Craine, August 17, 2009 
The mother who wrote last August sharing her choice of life for her unborn son with fetal abnormalities has written now, a year later, to share the powerful and moving story of her son's 'brief, beautiful life.' 
Her letter was published in the Ottawa Citizen on Friday.

Last summer Genevieve Lanigan wrote to LifeSiteNews.com and Dr. Margaret Somerville, one of Canada's leading ethicists, to share her experience of choosing life for her unborn child. 
Genevieve and her husband, Barry, had discovered with great joy after 7 months of marriage that they were expecting. While Genevieve's pregnancy appeared to be progressing healthily, the couple were shocked to find out after their scheduled 20-week ultrasound that their child suffered from a hole in his brain stem, fluid in his brain, and a severe heart condition.  

Genevieve, a practicing Catholic and a teacher in a Catholic school, recounted how she was offered a 'termination' from her doctor, a 'treatment' that statistics show is all-too-often offered and accepted. In the case of babies diagnosed with Down syndrome for instance, the abortion rate is as high as 95% in some Western countries. For Genevieve, however, "[this] was not an option."

The expectant mother persevered in choosing life, not knowing how long her child would live. "The little one in my womb is moving around, kicking his mother, and hopefully enjoying a refreshing swim," she wrote at the time. "I am carrying this baby as long as he will let me, and will not be the killing hand."

Pledging not to pursue extraordinary means, she said, "Our prayer is simple: That we will get to meet our little one, tell him that we love him, and watch him fall deep into a sleep that will bring him to heaven."

Genevieve wrote to Citizen readers on Friday, responding to requests from readers to find out the end of the story. "Dr. Somerville has told me that many people have been wondering how the pregnancy ended," she writes.  "So, I would like to tell you that part of our story, which I lovingly sum up as 'A Beautiful Life: 30 Days of Pure Love.'"

In early September 2008, less than a month after her first letter, Genevieve went into lab our, at around 35 weeks gestation. "At 11:30 p.m.," she says, "4-lbs.-11-oz. Joseph Earl Francis was born via C-section and handed directly to his father, breathing on his own, and heart beating strongly. Barry and I quickly fell even more in love with him."

Kept in hospital for several days after the birth, little Joseph "was the centre of attention for each of his visitors who held and kissed him all hours of the day and night."

"On the Monday following his birth ... we were able to take Joseph home to live out the rest of his life and to die peacefully," she says.  "Once a week, members of a palliative care team visited Joseph, assessed his heart and lungs, and helped us to prepare for his death."

"For three weeks at home in Rockport," she goes on, "Joseph continued to astound people with his perfectness and gentleness as he had at the hospital.  His popularity never dwindled and he was held without complaint almost all of his life. He made valiant efforts to nurse and we felt he was fully present with family and friends."

Joseph's life, though brief, was filled with joy. "For each day of his life, Joseph entertained no less than two visitors a day, was read to, sang to, and told over and over again that he was the cutest baby in the whole wide world," Genevieve says.

Loved and nurtured by his family, Joseph's pain worsened leading up to his death.  "On the weekend before his death," she recounts, "Joseph struggled with the pain he must have felt from the worsening of his head condition that caused both the shape of his skull and weight of his head to change. Two days before his death he was given morphine for pain, and though he still seemed somewhat content, it was clear that his time on earth would soon end.

"At 11:30 a.m. on the first day of October 2008," she says, "after being read to and kissed by many of his family members, Joseph went to rest forever in his daddy's arms."

"The 30 days of our son's life will never be forgotten by our family and the many friends who supported us on our journey," she says.  "Looking back, we regret nothing. ... We are pleased that we gave him the chance to live and that we loved him the best way we knew how. ... Sad as we are to live without him, we feel grateful that he is a saint in Heaven, bearing no pain and feeling ultimate love."

She concludes her letter by reflecting on the comments of a friend, who "thinks the small dash on gravestones that indicates the 'between' of birth and death can explode with meaning depending on the life attitude one chooses."

"Upon reflection," she says, "I figure that regardless of the short distance between the dates before and after his dash, Joseph's dash counts because it signifies love; love to stay living inside my womb, love to meet us; love to fight for his life; and love to die peacefully when it was time. His was a beautiful life   30 days of pure love that sure did count."

See Genevieve Lanigan's Friday letter "A brief, beautiful life." in the Ottawa Citizen: (August 14, 2009) www.ottawacitizen.com/health/brief+beautiful+life/1896124/story.html 
A brief, beautiful life

http://www.catholiceducation.org/en/faith-and-character/faith-and-character/a-brief-beautiful-life.html 

By Genevieve Lanigan
Joseph, despite his very short life, greatly enriched our and many other peoples' lives.

Dear Citizen readers,

A year ago this paper (The Ottawa Citizen) published an article that consisted largely of a letter I wrote to Dr. Margaret Somerville (The shortest life, August 5) about carrying my baby to term despite discovering from an ultrasound that he had much fluid on his brain and a severe heart condition; two abnormalities that my husband and I were told would most likely result in a difficult life and an early death.
I signed the letter only as MG but, since then, Dr. Somerville has told me that many people have been wondering how the pregnancy ended. So, I would like to tell you that part of our story, which I lovingly sum up as A Beautiful Life: 30 Days of Pure Love.

On the evening of the first day of school last September, my husband and I (both teachers), arrived at our local hospital and were told by our specialist that we would not be heading to work the next day. 
I was already four centimeters dilated and so our son, who was just shy of 35 weeks gestation, would be delivered that evening. At 11:30 p.m., 4-lbs.-11-oz. Joseph Earl Francis was born via C-section and handed directly to his father, breathing on his own, and heart beating strongly. Barry and I quickly fell even more in love with him.

Over the next six days in hospital, Joseph continued to amaze family and friends with his strength.

He stayed with us constantly in a palliative care room provided by the hospital and was only assessed for vital sign checkups, as healthy babies are. He breastfed well and was the centre of attention for each of his visitors who held and kissed him all hours of the day and night. He wasn’t even bothered by non-stop picture-taking, including beautiful ones, that we treasure, taken by a photographer associated with the Now I Lay Me Down To Sleep foundation.

On the Monday following his birth, thanks to the wonderful efforts of the neonatal intensive care unit doctors, outreach coordinator, and palliative care doctors and nurses, we were able to take Joseph home to live out the rest of his life and to die peacefully. Once a week, members of a palliative care team visited Joseph, assessed his heart and lungs, and helped us to prepare for his death.

For three weeks at home in Rockport, Joseph continued to astound people with his perfectness and gentleness as he had at the hospital.

His popularity never dwindled and he was held without complaint almost all of his life. He made valiant efforts to nurse and we felt he was fully present with family and friends.

For each day of his life, Joseph entertained no less than two visitors, was read to, sang to, and told over and over again that he was the cutest baby in the whole wide world.

On the weekend before his death, Joseph struggled with the pain he must have felt from the worsening of his head condition that caused both the shape of his skull and weight of his head to change. Two days before his death he was given morphine for pain, and though he still seemed somewhat content, it was clear that his time on earth would soon end. At 11:30 a.m. on the first day of October 2008, after being read to and kissed by many of his family members, Joseph went to rest forever in his daddy’s arms.

The 30 days of our son’s life will never be forgotten by our family and the many friends who supported us on our journey. As we continue to be today, we were constantly amazed by the outpouring of love we received from others. We cannot tell you how many people told us they were praying for us, but can tell you that we received hundreds of cards and that Josephs Mass of the Angels funeral was attended by more people than could fit in the church.

Looking back, we regret nothing. Despite the fact that we knew our son would be seriously disabled and was not going to be the next Einstein or Olympic athlete, we are pleased that we gave him the chance to live and that we loved him the best way we knew how. We feel blessed to have been able to have cared for him alongside such great family members, friends, doctors and medical staff. And, sad as we are to live without him, we feel grateful that he is a saint in Heaven, bearing no pain and feeling ultimate love.

Joseph, despite his very short life, greatly enriched our and many other peoples' lives. A friend recently told me that she thinks the small dash on gravestones that indicates the between of birth and death can explode with meaning depending on the life attitude one chooses.

Upon reflection, I figure that regardless of the short distance between the dates before and after his dash, Joseph's dash counts because it signifies love; love to stay living inside my womb, love to meet us; love to fight for his life; and love to die peacefully when it was time. His was a beautiful life -- 30 days of pure love that sure did count.

Sincerely, 
Genevieve Lanigan (Joseph's mother)

3. Unbelievable Coincidence Saves Baby from Abortion in Indianapolis

http://catholicexchange.com/unbelievable-coincidence-saves-baby-from-abortion-in-indianapolis 

Commentary by David Bereit, National Coordinator, 40 Days for Life

March 9, 2010 (40DaysforLife) (LifeSiteNews.com)
I know you're familiar with the old saying, "God works in mysterious ways." Please sit down and read this whole story. Our God of mystery has outdone Himself this time!

A young woman in Indianapolis, Indiana - we'll call her Erin - woke up, saw her kids off to school, dropped her preschoolers at a friend's house, and noticed that she was late for an appointment ... at Planned Parenthood ... for an abortion.

So Erin picked up her phone and called to see if she could still come in. She thought she was calling Planned Parenthood. In her haste, she dialed a wrong number.

Instead of Planned Parenthood, she got Joseph, who was answering the cell phone that's being used by ... get ready for this ... 40 Days for Life in Indianapolis!

Joseph took a deep breath and tried to be as calm as possible. He took Erin's name and number and simply said that a counselor would call her back.

So Elizabeth, the counselor, called Erin. Elizabeth begged her not to hang up, and then explained that she had not reached Planned Parenthood. Asked if she was a Christian, Erin said "yes." So Elizabeth told her God's grace was at work in this "wrong number" situation.

So what had led Erin to the abortion center? Simply put - desperation. 

She has four children, their father is in jail, she had lost her job, her electricity is about to be shut off, and she doesn't have enough money to pay the rent. 
Later, Erin arrived at Planned Parenthood with her aunt. The aunt told counselors she opposed the abortion, but Erin's mother and sister insist it's the best answer. They say Erin just can't handle another child. 

In the meantime, Elizabeth had spread the word about Erin's situation. A volunteer offered to pay her electric bill. Ten others pooled their cash to pay her rent.

Eileen in Indianapolis says a local group is now working with Erin to help her find a job. "She has a lot of potential," Eileen said, "but needs support since her mother and sister are still encouraging her to abort the baby."

Erin has reacted with both joy and disbelief that strangers were helping her. She has called Planned Parenthood to cancel her appointment and request a refund. 

Please keep Erin and her family - and all those helping her - in your prayers.

So, you see? God does work in mysterious ways. There are no coincidences ... and in this case, no wrong numbers!

4. Jennifer O'Neill, 45 Others Harmed by Abortion to Testify in Front of Supreme Court Friday
http://acatholicview.blogspot.in/2010/01/jennifer-oneill-45-others-harmed-by.html 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?feature=player_embedded&v=8no2OCW2D7o 2:52

Washington, January 21, 2010 (LifeSiteNews.com)
Famed actress Jennifer O'Neill, civil rights activist Dr. Alveda King, and 45 Silent No More women and men from across the country will testify to their abortion experiences this Friday at 3:00 pm in front of the Supreme Court Building. 

"The Silent No More Awareness Campaign was born of the grief, pain, and suffering that those of us who have had abortions know all too well," said Georgette Forney, a co-founder of the SNMAC. "We are growing in number because women have found that abortion is not the answer, it's the problem." 

Fr. Frank Pavone, National Director of Priests for Life, will gather with the Silent No More witnesses as the March for Life reaches the top of Capitol Hill. "The empty slogans of the child-killing industry avoid the realities of abortion," he stated. "The Silent No More Awareness Campaign lives and breathes those realities every day. One can't help but be moved and motivated by their stories." 

"This year the Silent No More Awareness Campaign will be even more visible at the March," added Janet Morana, another co-founder of the SNMAC. "In addition to our signature 'I Regret My Abortion' and 'I Regret Lost Fatherhood' signs, we have distributed across the country over 45,000 new signs that say, 'Women Do Regret Abortion' and 'Men Regret Lost Fatherhood.' The message is simple, but in the lives of our members, profound." 

Since the launching of the Silent No More Awareness Campaign in 2003, 3,423 women and men have shared their testimonies publicly at over 489 gatherings in 48 states and seven countries where more than 103,583 attendees have heard the truth about abortion's negative aftereffects. More than 6,200 people are registered to be Silent No More. 

Raising awareness about the hurtful aftermath of abortion and the help that is available to cope with the pain are two of the Campaign's goals.
5. British sextuplet parents ignored doctors’ abortion advice
http://cathnews.com/cathnews/61-archive/8579-british-sextuplet-parents-ignored-doctors-abortion-advice
June 16, 2009 
British Catholic couple Austin and Nuala Conway who had sextuplets last month have revealed doctors advised them to abort some of the babies. 

Nuala Conway, who gave birth to the first sextuplets in the UK for more than 25 years, was warned about the high risks of carrying so many children, the Daily Mail reports. 

The first time mother and her husband Austin were told at 14 weeks that they could terminate some of them to reduce the risk during the pregnancy. 

But the former fashion store worker insisted she was putting her faith in God and wanted to go ahead. 

"They more or less advised us to (abort). They told us about the risks we faced if we went ahead with the pregnancy," Mrs. Conway told the Sunday Express. 

She added: "Doctors gave us a couple of days to think about it but we knew without discussion what we both wanted. Whatever God laid out for our lives we were taking it." 

The babies - four girls and two boys called Austin, Eoghan, Kerrie, Ursula, Shannon and Karla - were delivered by Caesarean section in Belfast's Royal Victoria Hospital. 

They were born within five minutes of each other and weighted between 1lb7oz and 2lb2oz and have been in intensive care for the past three weeks. 

The children were conceived naturally after the Conways had been trying for a family for two years. Only their immediate family knew six babies were on the way. 

Doctors initially gave the tiny babies a 50 percent chance of survival but they have all made good progress. 

Source: Catholic sextuplet parents tell how they ignored doctors who said to abort some of the babies (Daily Mail) 

A reader’s comments:

The question I would like to ask those who have criticised (in its original source) the couple for not aborting the babies, ignoring the doctors, and taking the "risky" path...I would like to ask:

1) Who do you choose? Which fetus gets to live, and which gets to die?
2) How do you choose, when you know nothing of their potential?
3) How do you tell your surviving kids, why they got to live and why the others were "terminated"?
4) What psychological impact would it have had on the surviving siblings?
5) What psychological impact would it have had on the couple, as they forever wonder who/how their terminated children could've been?
These anti-life pro-abortionists need to realise that human life isn't some medical procedure... Joey
6. “Knocked Up” Reality Star Chooses Life!
http://www.womenofgrace.com/blog/?p=55715 
By Susan Brinkmann, December 7, 2016
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A reality TV star, whose story debuted last night on a new Lifetime docuseries entitled Knocked Up, used social media to share the true story of her painful decision to give life to her child, a decision she made after turning to God in prayer.

Newsbusters is reporting on the story of “Audra”, who is described in the Lifetime series as a 32 year-old woman who “cleaned up her act” after 10 years of wild partying to find sobriety and the church. Audra is one of three “carefree” and happily single women featured in the show whose “careers are just about to take off” when they become unexpectedly pregnant.

In Audra’s case, this happened after spending the night with an old friend who quickly told her he wanted nothing to do with raising a child. Audra’s own mother was against the idea of her keeping the child and refused to let her daughter move in.

What happened next was described months ago in an Instagram post where Audra described how she turned to God for clarity on what to do about the baby.

“I am a religious person and believe in a power greater than myself, one I like to call God. I had been praying for God to send me a sign- PLEASE LET ME KNOW if I was making the right decision,” she wrote. “And right then, the song ‘Sweet Child of Mine’ by Guns and Roses came on my radio. This song was NEVER on the stations I listened to BEFORE then, and has not been on since. I took it as a sign that I needed to keep my baby. It was the ‘sweet child of mine’.”

Somehow, she just knew that “God would be with me through it all. I would never be alone. With his help, I could do this. It was MY time to be a mom.”

But she wanted to do what was best for the child – allow it be raised by a mother and a father – and decided to give the baby up for adoption to friends who could give the child the life it deserved.

However, as time went on, she became more and more depressed.

“My hormones were spiraling out of control and it was holiday season,” she wrote. “I told a couple of family members what happened, and after the shock wore down, they seemed supportive of my decision. As my mood became worse and worse, and I continued to get depressed, they didn’t want to be around me anymore. They started screaming at me and telling me what a bother I was. Let me just put it out there: this is NOT- I repeat NOT what you should tell an emotional, pregnant, single female! I about LOST my mind. I had ALL of these suicidal ideations come into play and can honestly say it was one of the LOWEST times in my life.

“So what did I do? Well, I cried, A LOT, and then I prayed. I prayed to God, and I prayed to my child. I sat down and wrote my baby a letter. I asked my child, through the help of God to PLEASE let me know what they wanted. I already loved my baby to the moon and back. My child was my diamond, my stars, my very SOUL. I prayed the child would tell me what to do. It still wasn’t too late for an abortion, there was adoption, and then there was…well there was ME.”

She went to bed that night and “prayed even more in my dreams.” When she woke up, she had clarity – God would help her to raise the child on her own.

In that moment, her anxiety disappeared and she found peace.

“After I made that decision, the depression IMMEDIATELY started to lift, and I slowly started to become myself again,” she recounted.

The Lord would speak to her in a dream once again just after she learned the baby’s sex.

“I always felt it was a boy, and about a week ago I kept having dreams of the name Zane,” she wrote at the time. “I looked up the name definition, and Zane means ‘a gift from God.’”

“I wanted to share my journey because one thing I know for sure, is that I am NOT alone. If you, or someone you know is struggling with pregnancy, and wanted someone to talk to, in private or in person, PLEASE feel free to reach out to me! I am an ear who would LOVE to listen. Women like me need the support of others. It is crucial.”

Baby Zane is now four months old – happy, healthy, and all hers!

7. Heroic teen Chooses Life!
http://www.womenofgrace.com/blog/?p=61454  
By Susan Brinkmann, November 22, 2017
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Hannah with baby Tagg and adoptive mother Emily
Just two months after graduating high school, 19 year-old Hannah Mongie discovered she was pregnant. Both she and the baby’s father were ecstatic and planned to stay together through the birth of the child to see if they could make it work – until tragedy struck and Hannah’s world was turned upside down.

LiveActionNews.com is reporting on Hannah’s story, which began in the summer of 2015 when she discovered that she was pregnant. The baby’s father, Kaden, felt they should continue their relationship and was excited to find out that the baby was a boy. Just after he heard the baby’s heartbeat for the first time, Hannah got a call from Kaden’s mother telling her that he had just passed away. To this day, the cause of his death remains unknown.

What now? Hannah was suddenly faced with the hardest decision of her life – whether to keep her baby or give it up for adoption.

“Never once though did I let abortion become an option for me,” Hannah said in the video she made about her pregnancy.

“The second I became pregnant, I was no longer my own person. I became a protector of this little boy inside of me…. I am fighting for his rights, not abortion,” she said.

Months later, she gave birth to Taggart Kaden Marsh and by then, she had made her decision. Taggart would be placed in a loving home with a mother and a father.
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https://youtu.be/Qu2ktsKGwks 06:25
In March of 2016, she laid her precious boy in the arms of his adoptive mother who wept with joy upon sight of him.

Just before giving him up for adoption, Hannah produced a video for Taggard to let him know exactly why she gave him up.

“I made this video so that you know how much I love you,” Hannah said tearfully in the video.

She goes on to tell him how his father felt about him, “He loved you from the very, very beginning,” she stated, and then tells him the sad news about his father’s demise. “Two days after he heard your heartbeat, his heart stopped.”

“From the day your daddy died, I had a hard time even considering placing you even with a different family, when you were my last piece of Kaden. But one day I woke up and I just knew you were supposed to be with someone else, so I went and searched for families.”

She goes on to explain how she met his adoptive parents, how perfect they were, and how she became good friends with this adoptive mother, Emily.

“And she’s one of my best friends now. And we’ve been getting really, really excited together for you to be in her home,” Hannah said. “And I helped her put a nursery together for you.”

Hannah displayed incredible personal courage and maturity when confronted with not only a pregnancy out-of-wedlock and the unexpected death of the baby’s father, but also the personal crisis of deciding what was best for her child.

Just as we teach in our Young Women of Grace program, a woman’s maternal instinct is what makes her capable of behaving in a selfless way, whether that be in a situation like Hannah’s, or whatever crisis life might bring.

Thanks to courageous women like Hannah, who are willing to put themselves aside for the sake of their children, babies lives are spared and childless couples can finally welcome the child they’ve been yearning for.

During this holiday season, which falls during National Adoption Month, let us give thanks for all the birth mothers in difficult situations who chose life for their children – and for all the generous women who are so willing to raise them as their own.
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