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                                                                                              JUNE 1, 2019 
Welcome To the Mile Wide and Inch Deep Flashy Mega-Churches, Very Expensive Entertainment, and Wealthy Celebrity Pastors with Deep Pockets, and Self Serving Shallow Theology 

http://www.inplainsite.org/html/tele-evangelist_lifestyles.html
By Carol Brooks

L. Ron Hubbard (Founder of Scientology) once said "Writing for a penny a word is ridiculous. If a man really wanted to make a million dollars, the best way would be to start his own religion." While our modern day evangelists have not started their own religion, they have unquestionably improved on Hubbard’s idea. Capitalizing on Christianity has proved to be far more lucrative than starting a new religion. But as the Bible tells us, evil men and impostors shall wax worse and worse, deceiving and being deceived. [2 Timothy 3:13]

Please note - This article was initially devoted to the tele-evangelists - hence the name. However it has expanded to include other ‘Christian’ evangelical leaders who may not appear regularly on television but who pastor very large churches.

INTRODUCTION

Entertainment - The New Way of Doing Church 

Modern Americans have one passion that they pursue with unrelenting vigor - they want to be entertained. 'Having fun' seems to be the major goal of many, if not most people. In fact, it often seems that this generation believes that it is their inalienable right to be constantly amused - and they will pay almost any price to achieve that goal. The more extravagant the light show, the louder the music, the more terrifying the ride, the more dancers and parades etc. the more they like it.
And all too many of our so called church leaders, only too happy to cater to this insatiable quest for pleasure and enjoyment, put on quite a show. Regardless of the fact that it is not the Church's function to amuse the masses, that is exactly what they do under the guise of 'worship services'.

Perhaps the true tragedy is that most of the congregation cannot distinguish between the two. The primary element of true worship expresses wonder, awe, and humility, at the grandeur, infinite power, and sheer majesty of the transcendent God. 
See Worshipping God.  As A.W. Tozer (the outspoken minister well known for calling a spade a spade) wrote in his book Keys to the Deeper Life.

"In my opinion, the great single need of the moment is that light-hearted superficial religionists be struck down with a vision of God high and lifted up, with His train filling the temple. 

However, something that very few Christians realize is that worship was never the reason the people in the New Testament gathered together. In fact, the New Testament never once mentions "worship" in the same breath as a gathering of believers. In fact, there is absolutely no record of a sermon being preached when they came together, yet it has somehow become the high point of our meetings.

See Why Christians Assemble Together. Chapter III of The Church... Then and Now.
As an aside, one has to wonder whether the trend towards being entertained in church began centuries ago when most Christians abandoned the New Testament's house church model in favor of a stage performance in which the clergy performed up front and the laity watched. Ornate decor, extravagant robes, and elaborate ceremonies ensured it was the best show in town.  

While there are no existing 'Christian Disneylands' (that I know of) like the one Jim and Tammy Bakker built [01], the 20th century saw another kind of revolution with many churches growing to enormous sizes - more often than not incorporating entertainment into the so called 'Worship Service'.

The Rise of the Mile Wide and Inch Deep Flashy Megachurch 

'Because you say, "I am rich, and have become wealthy, and have need of nothing," and you do not know that you are wretched and miserable and poor and blind and naked’ (Revelation 3:17 NASB)
An article on Forbes entitled America's Biggest Megachurches says

Churches across America - like shopping malls, houses, corporations, hospitals, schools and just about everything else-- have erupted in size in the last few decades. The number of megachurches in the U.S. has leaped to more than 1,300 today--from just 50 in 1970.

Featuring huge stages, rock bands, jumbotron screens, buckets of tears and oodles of money, as well as the enormity of the facilities, pastor personalities and income--over $8.5 billion a year all told--these churches are impressive forces flourishing at staggering rates. [02]

The megachurch appeals to and attracts many people of this generation simply because it is what they are used to and seem to thrive on - They are visually stimulating, multi-sensory, immersive experiences - an extension of rock concerts and to a lesser degree - sports arenas and the mall. They are pure entertainment

I suspect these churches confuse the sensory overload with a movement or working of the Spirit and therefore encourage it. And of course, Biblically ignorant Christians attracted to the hoopla, perceive these to be a 'successful' churches and want to be part of them. Thus the numbers keep growing. 
Second Baptist Church of Houston 
The article went on to describe a Saturday evening at the Second Baptist Church of Houston - the second-largest megachurch in the U.S. led by Dr. Ed Young (Homer Edwin Young) whose three sons are all in ministry.

Inside "E Gym," where the congregation's "small" Saturday evening service is being held, two basketball courts full of believers in jeans and flip-flops rock out, sing along or just watch as a huge contemporary band jams to the song "Did You Feel the Mountains Tremble?"

White and yellow stage lights hit the rising smoke before the performance cools down for the opening prayer. The sermon stops for applause as the audience watches a video projected overhead of a Christian-gone-wild beach retreat, where the church baptized nearly 700 teenagers. [03]

Other examples of Flashy mega-churches include
Elevation Church 
Elevation Church pastored by Steven Furtick (a perfect example of the new breed of celebrity prosperity preachers) is based in a suburb of Charlotte NC. Their 'special effects' are handled by a professional lighting systems company called Clay Paky, whose web site says they "are known throughout the world as they have changed the way of putting on spectacular (light) shows".

Their products include "moving body and moving mirror projectors, color-changers, followspots, projectors for architectural lighting and various lighting effects" used for example, in "Theatre, Television, Live Events, Discotheques and Clubs, Trade Fair Exhibitions, Theme Parks, Shops, Commercial Centres" etc. [04]

And of course by Elevation church (All Emphasis Added)

"added Clay Paky A.leda B-EYE K20 LED-based moving lights to the extensive roster of AV equipment it used for a series of Easter worship experiences this year. Main Light Industries, Inc. in Wilmington, Delaware supplied Elevation Church with 35 B-EYEs for the Easter worship experiences, five for its primary broadcast location and 30 shared among nine other satellite locations. [05]

According to the same article on the claypaky web site, Andy Bentley, lighting designer for Elevation Church said they (All Emphasis Added)

“... place great importance on excellence in production," and three of their locations "are permanent facilities with AV and lighting gear installed. The other seven have portable rigs that are set up and torn down every Sunday." They were incredible. We used the ability to control the color of every LED to get some really interesting color palettes, including a patterned, stained-glass look that played off the theme of the sermon.” [06]

Considering the modern mindset, I am not surprised that in a Charlotte Observer article titled A Cool Pastor, And A Hot Church, the very deluded Rev. David Chadwick is quoted as saying (emphasis added)

"They really are the major show in town for (those) 20 to 32,” [07]

And while they might be an extreme example, Elevation Church has also taken the word 'convenience' to an entirely new level. It has made Fortune magazine's list of 100 best places to work for millennials in 2017, saying

Their "on-site services include, haircuts by professional stylists, car detailing, alterations, discounted movie tickets, oil changes, and financial planning services." [08]

Fellowship Church in Highland Park Village in Dallas 
Ed (Edward) Young, whose father is the pastor of the Second Baptist Church of Houston (above), is the controversial founder and senior pastor of the sprawling Grapevine-based Fellowship Church in Dallas. He is said to have come up with the idea to launch Fellowship Park Cities at Highland Park Village after spending time at the busy Starbucks there that "teems daily with affluent types from Highland Park and University Park, and the parking spots around the coffee house are heavy on the Bentleys, Porsches and spotless Suburbans".

Church happens inside a theater with plush leather stadium seats. As approximately 50 congregants trickle in — hipster dads with Sunday-morning stubble and retro eyeglasses, women in designer jeans with their hair pulled into ponytails — an extended remix of Justin Timberlake's Suit & Tie thumps through the sound system. (The church embraces secular music.)

Ahead of his arrival? An elaborate production number interpreting Radioactive, an end-times anthem and hit song by Las Vegas rock band Imagine Dragons. A young woman on-stage sings the apocalyptic tune while laser lights slice through a thickening mist from a fog machine. Behind her, three jumbo screens flash disturbing images of gas masks. At stage front, two break dancers in yellow bio hazard suits contort and gyrate, and simulate drum-beating on large toxic-waste barrels. [09] (All Emphasis Added).
Others
And this kind of show is not limited to the younger and more 'with it' crowd, For example, the events page on the Hagee ministry site features quite a spectacular looking music and light show. [10]

Joyce Meyer is certainly no stranger to the fancy stage. This picture from her website is of one of her many conferences.

And although much of what he said was not Scriptural, a pastor of First Southern Baptist of Junction City, Kansas described what he saw when he went to the Potter's House website to pull up Sunday's sermon. He had to first "sit through more than five minutes of Potter's House commercials. Then the camera showed this multi-million-dollar stage with "Endure the Race" lit up on a video screen. Someone off-camera sang-shouted, "I just want to tell you what I think about you!" Suddenly a bunch of singers and dancers came running out to pop music and a dazzling light show. Multiple video screens went into hyper seizure-inducing screen-saver mode. Everyone rushed the stage and started jumping up and down. Oh, great. I thought I had accidentally clicked on a link to a concert. Nope. This was a Potter's House worship service. [11]

There is no reverence, no humility, and no appreciation of the majesty of the Father.

Also whatever happened to dignity - a word Paul repeated several times which means poise and self-respect - formality in manner and appearance. He said we should pray for those in authority, so that we may lead a tranquil and quiet life in all godliness and dignity (1 Timothy 2:2). Overseers had to keep his children under control with all dignity (1 Timothy 3:4.  Deacons had to be men of dignity (1 Timothy 3:8), Women also had to be dignified, not malicious gossips, but temperate (1 Timothy 3:11). Older men are to be temperate (moderate and self-restrained), dignified, sensible, sound in faith (Titus 2:2).

The sad thing is that many of these churches are populated by often younger people who have absolutely no idea why a church exists, how it is to be patterned and what its purpose is). They, painfully unaware of the fact that that the original apostles gave us a pattern for a church, think that the way these mega churches operate is the norm.  Hint: Come to think of it, most older church-goers do not understand that although corporate worship is a good thing, it is NOT supposed to be the primary function of the church. Nor is entertainment. Church meetings existed for mutual sharing, encouragement, study, and care of one another.

See The Church Then and Now.

An Emotional Response 
Being in a crowd hyped up by a charismatic, and very convincing dynamic speaker can be a very exhilarating experience, and it is not at all uncommon for a person to be 'swept up' or 'carried away' by a wave of heightened emotions. In some situations this can lead to violence and property damage when a mob gets out of hand. However, in a church setting the response is restrained and patterned, not out of control. However, the fact remains that not many people think or act independently when in this kind of group setting.

In other words, the emotional response to the music and atmosphere etc. and the accompanying good feelings can lead many to be convinced that this church and this pastor are the best ever and that they are ready to make a full commitment to Christ and even be baptized. These churches ignore the fact that 'decisions' are often made in a highly charged atmosphere rather than thoughtful prayer and contemplation, call it "saving souls" and boast about how many they have baptized. And some of them are apparently not above actively helping to pad the numbers.

As reported by religionnews.com

Several years ago, Elevation had a "spontaneous baptism" event that purportedly resulted in hundreds of immersions by new converts. Videos of the service went viral, and a number of Christian leaders criticized the practice on its face.

But then in 2013, it was revealed that these spontaneous baptisms were not spontaneous after all. The services were well-planned and volunteers were reportedly planted throughout the crowd in high-visibility places to stand up and walk forward as Furtick commenced the baptism. This would hopefully create an emotional trigger for actual baptisms. The church even created a "Spontaneous Baptism How-To Guide" to train other churches on how to engineer similar experiences (the link to the original guide on Elevation's website now redirects to a sales pitch for one of Furtick’s books). [12]

Make no mistake. I am fully aware that genuine conversions can take place in any circumstances, but there is no salvation without repentance, and no salvation without holiness or separation from the world. How many of these people go on to live a life of righteousness that is pleasing to the Lord and ensures them a place in His kingdom? Note that returning Sunday and Sunday for more entertainment and to hear more self-help/prosperity messages does not count as being saved.
See Sin, Repentance, and Salvation on THIS page.

Celebrity Pastors with Deep Pockets, and Very Shallow Theology - A Full Blown Descent into American 'Capitalism' 

"I know that after my departure savage wolves will come in among you, not sparing the flock; and from among your own selves men will arise, speaking perverse things, to draw away the disciples after them. (Acts 20:29-30 NASB)
Unfortunately, these ostentatious churches have all too often substituted the "elders" of the New Testament with contemptibly shallow, self-serving, Scripture manipulating, vastly deluded and very rich impostors. Subjects like, heaven, sin, salvation, repentance, holiness, the end of days, and the character of God are rarely broached. Instead the show they put on - the lights, music, dancing, and their own antics are all designed to bring attention to about the only message they preach - what God can do for you here in this life.
Glossing over Jesus' Message
They forget, if they ever knew, that Jesus never stopped talking about the "kingdom of God", which phrase is used over 50 times in the four Gospels alone. This coming kingdom was not only at the heart of many of His parables (likened to a mustard seed, a pearl of great price, a banquet given by a king, etc.), but He even said that the proclamation of the Kingdom was the reason He was sent to earth. (Luke 4:43). He also spent a great deal of time telling us how to get there and warning us what would keep us out. For example,

For I say to you that unless your righteousness surpasses that of the scribes and Pharisees, you will not enter the kingdom of heaven.  (Matthew 5:20 NASB)

See The Message of the Bible
Yet, how much time do any of the modern prosperity teachers spend talking about heaven and what it takes to get there - repentance, and obeying Christ's commandments. How many times do they tell their listeners that without holiness no one will see God - How many even know what the Bible means when it uses the words holiness or righteousness. 
See What Is Holiness?
"For what will it profit a man if he gains the whole world and forfeits his soul? Or what will a man give in exchange for his soul?  (Matthew 16:26 NASB)
In fact, come to think of it, although Jesus said He was sent to earth to proclaim the kingdom of God how many even know what and where this kingdom is? 
See What and Where is Heaven?

The New Buzzwords 
In more recent years the Prosperity Doctrine mantle has been assumed by a different breed of cat that may not make * statements as stupid as the ones made by Copeland, Duplantis, Dollar and the like, but are prosperity teachers nonetheless. The beliefs haven't changed but have simply been worded differently - "Success", "God's Favor", Excellence, and "Dreaming Bigger" seem to be the new buzzwords.

It is the same old story told in a slightly different way. The degree of shamelessness and Scriptural manipulation remains the same.

* (Some examples of imbecile statements - Jesus was a wealthy man who wore garments fit for a king and who lived in a big house. The first thing on His agenda was to get rid of poverty because God is not going to come back for a church in debt etc.) 
See Alleged Biblical Support for the Prosperity Doctrine
While I have little doubt that these preachers are motivated by money and a five star lifestyle, being famous and influential and having a lot of people fawning over you, often hanging on to your every word has to be a huge ego booster. In fact, virtually everything that happens in the church centers around the 'pastor' to the point that many of them seem to have become cult like figures. And, in their eyes, believing that they are specially anointed by God legitimizes it all.

"Again I say to you, it is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle, than for a rich man to enter the kingdom of God." (Matthew 19:24 NASB)
Although I am sure that at some point all of them have read James 3:1 (Let not many of you become teachers, my brethren, knowing that as such we will incur a stricter judgment) none have taken the message seriously but have instead chosen to focus on a handful of cherry picked verses usually quoted out of context.

And, what will ultimately be to their detriment, Hundreds of thousands regularly respond to these charlatans. And of course they throw money. Who isn't willing to pay someone who convinces them that they are 'favored' by God and makes them feel good about themselves. What they seem to miss is that virtually no layman without the benefit of stage, air time, charisma and a well memorized collection of misinterpreted Bible verses ever comes anywhere near acquiring the material wealth that these high flying ministers have amassed. 

What makes it worse is the fact that many, if not most of the congregation seem to believe that neither their pastor nor church can do anything wrong and Heaven help you if you should say anything negative about either. I guess most of them are either ignorant of the New Testament warnings about deception, or arrogantly believe that they themselves cannot possibly be deceived. 

See The Four Most Dangerous Mistakes Any Christian Can Make.  


Book Royalties?
Many pastors make the claim that that their five star homes and affluent lifestyles is thanks to the royalties they receive from the many books they write. Joel Osteen, Joseph Prince, and Steve Furtick are prime examples.

(Note that even more mainstream pastors who do not live lavish lifestyles can make plenty of money off their books. See Footnote I)

But there are other questions that have to be asked. For example, whether any of the church staff handles book related projects, or whether the actual writing, editing or any other matters associated with releasing a book takes place on church time.

What we can be certain of is that it is church members who provide the financial resources necessary to enable the pastor to write and the church itself contributes to the book's success by helping advertise and sell them - not only to parishioners but in online stores. The pastor's books are often promoted on the church's television broadcasts. 

The problem is not that they are rich nor that they are rich Christians. The problem lies in the fact that they are rich because they are Christian pastors. No one is criticizing Chick-fil-A's Dan Cathy for making a lot of money. Similarly, if Furtick, Osteen, Duplantis or Copeland had made their fortunes from commercial enterprises, no one would care. However, whichever way you look at it these so called 'Christian pastors' make their money off the backs of countless hard working and often struggling members of their churches. What's worse, is that they use the Bible to justify their extravagance.

What they call prosperity, the Bible calls greed and materialism.

Finally If you are a member of one of these churches, it might be a very good idea to re-acquaint yourself what the Bible says about 
Sin, Repentance, and Salvation on THIS page. Also The Prosperity Word-of-Faith Doctrine etc.

Over the next few pages I have touched on a few of the wolves - some who have arisen from amongst the flock fairly recently, others have been around for a while. I have largely, but not solely, focused on the amount of money they have made and the lavish lifestyle they live by preaching the message that they do. On occasion I have picked out one of their teachings and compared it to what the Bible teaches.

The few I have covered are only the tip of a very large iceberg, and I wish I could have done more, but I did not want to be writing on the same topic for the next year. I do however suggest you read the Final Chapter of this article.


Footnote I
Rick Warren once said on Larry King Live that he had reimbursed his church for all the salary he had ever taken from Saddleback Church, and that he and his wife Kay were "reverse tithing": keeping 10 percent of their income and giving away 90 percent.

Fair enough!

However, according to ECPA (the association of Christian publishers) his book The Purpose Driven Life was presented with first Double-Diamond award for over 20 million sold [13] and remains one of the bestselling hardcover books of all time. I believe that the number of books sold stands at over 30 million now. However,

Royalty figures are among the publishing industry's best kept secrets, but industry insiders estimate that Warren gets at least 20 percent of the wholesale price of the book. All of this means that Warren's royalties from The Purpose Driven Life and its spin-offs, some of which have been certified gold and platinum themselves, likely approaches $100 million. Even accounting for his well-publicized "reverse tithe," Warren likely pockets well in excess of $1 million a year... without the notoriety generated by multi-million-dollar radio and television ministries and mega-church audiences, authors such as Benny Hinn, Osteen, Paula White - and even more mainstream ministers such as Tim Keller and Warren - would likely not get the jump-start they needed to make the best-seller lists.  [14]
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THE INVESTIGATION
Following up on complaints from the public and news coverage regarding certain practices of several ministries (i.e. televangelists were using their ministry's tax-exempt status to fund multi-million dollar lifestyles) in November 2007 Sen. Charles Grassley, R-Iowa [Senate Finance Committee] launched an investigation into Kenneth and Gloria Copeland and five other TV evangelist's financial dealings including Joyce Meyer, Creflo A. Dollar, Paula and Randy White, Benny Hinn, Eddie L. Long. As Grassley said
"I don't want to conclude that there's a problem, but I have an obligation to donors and the taxpayers to find out more. People who donated should have their money spent as intended and in adherence with the tax code.”

Grassley's letters requested answers about their expenses, executive compensation and amenities, including use of expensive luxury cars and private jets, and can be read online.

Two of the 'ministries', i.e. those led by Benny Hinn and Joyce Meyer cooperated with the investigated (I am not too sure how complete Benny Hinn's cooperation was), the others did not. In fact, Copeland went to great lengths to protect his enormous wealth.

But I get ahead of myself.

Here are some of the facts that sparked Senate interest.
Kenneth Copeland (December 6, 1936)
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Copeland, who heads the "Believer's Voice of Victory" enrolled in Oral Roberts University in in 1967 and became Robert's pilot and chauffeur [Wikipedia]. When he founded Kenneth Copeland Ministries (KCM) he, in effect took over from Kenneth Hagin as "father" of the Word-Faith movement, spreading most of the movement's unbiblical teachings via his innumerable books, crusades and international outreach centers.
He certainly practices what he preaches. According to the web site beliefnet.com he is the richest pastor in the country, with a net worth of $760 million. His ministry operates out of a 1,500-acre campus near Fort Worth, TX, and is equipped with a private airstrip, and a hangar for the ministry’s $17.5 million jet and other aircraft. [01]

An Associated Press article dated July 26, 2008 says "Kenneth Copeland Ministries is organized under the tax code as a church, so it gets a layer of privacy not afforded large secular and religious nonprofit groups that must disclose budgets and salaries". Apparently some of Copeland's relatives and friends have done very well off the 'ministry'.

They include the brother-in-law with a lucrative deal to broker Copeland's television time, the son who acquired church-owned land for his ranching business and saw it more than quadruple in value, and board members who together have been paid hundreds of thousands of dollars for speaking at church events. [02]

Soon after the investigation started, it became very clear that Copeland's Eagle Mountain International Church (EMIC), did not intend to cooperate with the Committee. On July 7, 2008 Times Online reported Kenneth Copeland as saying - "It is not yours, it is God's, and you are not going to get it.” [03]

Note that 'God's money', as Copeland put it, apparently included a sizeable share for the Copelands and they went to great lengths to protect it.

EMIC/KCM’s response to the Committee and its public statements made it clear that EMIC/KCM did not intend to cooperate with the Committee's request and provided the missing responses. As a result, Committee staff attempted to secure the requested information from public records and third parties. In this process, staff learned that EMIC/KCM used strong tactics to prevent former employees from speaking about the organizations, even to Committee staff". Several former employees of EMIC/KCM indicated that EMIC/KCM used intimidation in an attempt to keep informants from speaking to the Committee. Former employees were sincerely afraid to provide statements for fear of being sued since they signed confidentiality agreements. Employees were contacted by EMIC/KCM attorneys after the initiation of the Committee investigation and reminded that they signed a confidentiality agreement agreeing not to disclose any information concerning EMIC/KCM.
One former employee said, "The Copelands employ guerrilla tactics to keep their employees silent. We are flat out told and threatened that if we talk, God will blight our finances, strike our families down, and pretty much afflict us with everything evil and unholy. Rather, God will allow Satan to do those things to us because we have stepped out from under His umbrella of protection, by "touching God's anointed Prophet". Further, employees are encouraged to shun and treat badly anyone who dares speak out.” [04]

Some of The Findings From The Report 
On January 6th, 2011 Senator Grassley issued a press release that summarized his offices findings to date regarding the Senate Finance Committee's (SFC) investigation of six televangelist. A 28 page report included the following findings.
Salaries 
Gloria Copeland's last known salary was $400,000 and that was in the early 2000s.  Kenneth and Gloria both receive "honorariums” when they go to speak at churches, conventions and crusades that are not sponsored by KCM.  The normal amount received by each is $10,000 and they at times will also receive a percentage of the offering collected by the sponsoring church or ministry. Kenneth and Gloria also received royalties from their music and books.

The figures noted are prior to 2005.
Home
The Copeland's home is situated on the Eastern shore of Eagle Mountain Lake a few miles North West of the Copeland airport. In its response to the Committee, the Church acknowledged that it provides a parsonage to Kenneth and Gloria and a housing allowance to John but did not provide any further detail.  However, a review of the Tarrant County Appraisal District records indicates the following. An 18,280 square foot residence owned by EMIC was built in 1999 on approximately 25 acres and receives tax-exempt status.  As of tax year 2008, the property was valued at $6,249,000. 

According to a third party informant, the "parsonage" has a sweeping spiral staircase and a bridge that spans across the living room and connects the two sides of the house. It also has crystal chandeliers and, according to Gloria Copeland, doors that came from a castle. The parsonage has numerous rooms including a work room where cleaning ladies did laundry, ironed and performed other miscellaneous chores.

The Copeland's bedroom has a huge drop-down ceiling projector and screen. There are three car garages at each end of the house where the Copelands stored motorcycles, cars and a golf cart. The property also has a boat dock that has three slips. All three slips are generally filled with boats so the Copelands keep their ski-boat in one of the airplane hangars.

Private Airport
in the "Use of Ministry Assets" section of this summary. Kenneth Copeland Airport - This is a private airport owned by Kenneth Copeland Ministries. As of December 6, 2010, there were nine aircraft based at the airport: four single engine, three multi-engine and two jet airplanes.

Travel and shopping 
A former ministry employee stated Gloria Copeland used a jet to fly to Naples, Florida, to go shopping. John Copeland and ministry employees, Craig Atnip, Steve Poteet and some others used a jet to take hunting trips. Kenneth Copeland used to travel back and forth to Arkansas to see a chiropractor and to visit his cabin there. Based on Shipp's report, the Copelands traveled often to Steamboat Springs, CO, and took hunting trips to southern Texas. The report also showed the Copelands taking extended stays in Hawaii while traveling across the Pacific.

And this is by no means everything. Read the full report "Senate Finance Committee, Minority Staff Review of Eagle Mountain International Church d/b/a Kenneth Copeland Ministries. [Copy and Paste either of these links into your browser]...
http://cbsdallas.files.wordpress.com/2011/01/emic-copeland-01-5-11.pdf OR http://finance.senate.gov/newsroom/ranking/download/?id=d12db357-ce3f-49f8-babb-4134ff994e50 
No Findings of Wrong Doing???
On January 7th, 2011, Kenneth Copeland Ministries posted its response to the January 6th, 2011 press release issued by Senator Chuck Grassley (R-IA). In part, they stated that

The Grassley investigation targeting six faith ministries that began in 2007 has officially ended. Sen Grassley’s office stated that there were no findings of wrong doing within Kenneth Copeland Ministries and therefore no penalties were levied against KCM… [05]

Much to the contrary, the SFC staff said the "lack of governmental, independent or denominational oversight is troubling when considering that churches can reach the size of large taxable corporations, control numerous taxable and non-taxable subsidiaries, and bestow Wall Street-size benefits on their ministers".

They did not consider eliminating the church exception to address these concerns because that would "unnecessarily burden the overwhelming majority of churches, particularly those that are already financially challenged".

However, they discussed limiting the filing exception in various ways. For example, to churches that provided members with some voting rights and/or "limiting the filing exception for those subject to denominational oversight or oversight by an independent third party, such as the ECFA". 
One issue they put up for consideration was whether "the parsonage allowance be limited to a single primary residence or to a specific dollar amount" and be limited to a "more select group of individuals"?
And Nothing Has Changed
Although much of this information dates back several years, nothing has changed. In 2016, Copeland and fellow televangelist Jesse Duplantis defended their use of private planes on Copeland's TV show 'Believer's Voice of Victory saying that flying on commercial airlines was getting in 'a long tube with a bunch of demons'. SEE
In January of this year (2018) The Kansas City Star reported that Kenneth Copeland Ministries paid cash for a Gulfstream V private jet that they bought from actor and filmmaker Tyler Perry. This private jet that seats 14 is reputed to be one of the highest performance private jets in the world owned by celebrities including Jim Carrey, John Travolta. Billionaire Mark Cuban is said to have bought one in 1999. According to one church member this is the plane the Lord "set aside for the ministry" [06]. Although the price was not disclosed, at the time of writing (July 2018) no Gulfstream V is priced at close to $5.9 million on AV Buyer. [07]

Copeland has however been outdone by Creflo Dollar's purchase of a Gulfstream 650 - the largest, longest distance, 2nd fastest private jet in the world.

End Notes 
[01] Megan Schmidt. 8 Richest Pastors in America. http://www.beliefnet.com/faiths/christianity/8-richest-pastors-in-america.aspx?p=2 
[02] Eric Gorski. Copeland’s Ministry Benefits Kin and Friends.  The Associated Press. July 27, 2008. The Herald Tribune. 
http://www.heraldtribune.com/article/LK/20080727/News/605229013/SH/ 
[03] Suzy Jagger. The Times. Televangelist Kenneth Copeland refuses to render unto taxman. July 7 2008.
https://www.thetimes.co.uk/edition/news/televangelist-kenneth-copeland-refuses-to-render-unto-taxman-fvltzv2sclj 
[04] Senate Finance Committee, Minority Staff Review of Eagle Mountain International Church D/B/A Kenneth Copeland Ministries. https://www.finance.senate.gov/imo/media/doc/EMIC%20Copeland%2001-5-11.pdf 
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Creflo (Augustus) Dollar (January 28, 1962)
Creflo Dollar is the founder and senior pastor of World Changers Church International (WCCI) in College Park, Georgia; World Changers Church-New York; and numerous fellowship churches scattered throughout the United States and other countries. The Web site of World Changers Church adds that Creflo Dollar is a "world-renowned Bible teacher, best-selling author, and sought-after conference speaker with hundreds of books, CDs, and DVDs in distribution worldwide. He is also the publisher of CHANGE Magazine, a global online publication. His award-winning television show, Changing Your World is broadcast across six continents and is translated into six languages. Internationally, his teachings reach over 2.7 billion homes weekly. [01]

In fact as once reported on John Mark Ministries... Dollar's wife, Taffi, once introduced her husband as one who talks "face to face with God, like Moses" and warned that "every tongue that rises up against" her husband will "be struck down." [02]

World Changers International church in College Park, GA, distinguished by its copper colored dome, sits on a slight rise surrounded by various building that are part of the 'campus'. The church itself boasts a lobby that befits a five star hotel. However, like Joel Osteen's Lakewood church, there are no visible traditional Christian symbols - not even a cross.  

Dollar bases much of his prosperity message on the teachings of friend and spiritual mentor Kenneth Copeland. In 1998, he was awarded an honorary Doctor of Divinity from Oral Roberts University. In other words, he is just one more in a long line of Christian scavengers who relentlessly attack the idea that Christians should limit material possessions. He asks his parishioners to tithe 10% of their income to his church, but gives no public accounting of how the millions are spent. However, to his very deluded followers his ostentations lifestyle simply furnishes proof of the validity of his teachings.

And ostentatious it is. As the St. Louis Post-Dispatch once reported

The ministry's income is unavailable, but newspaper accounts say the ministry paid $18 million in cash for his new 8,000-seat World Changers Church International on the southern edge of Atlanta. He flies to speaking engagements across the nation and Europe in a $5 million private jet and drives a black Rolls-Royce. Dollar's ministry became a focus of a court case involving boxer Evander Holyfield in 1999. The lawyer for Holyfield's ex-wife estimated that the fighter gave Dollar's ministry $7 million. Dollar refused to testify in the case. [03]

Additionally, in 2005 the couple bought a home in Manhattan for $2.5 million that they sold about 6 years later for $3.75 million.

Just how much money do Creflo and Taffi Dollar have?

The Investigation
Of the six televangelists from whom Senator Grassley sought financial data, Dollar was deemed the "least cooperative" forcing the committee "to piece together a puzzle about his finances through public documents, third parties and news reports". They

concluded that in 2006, World Changers had received $69 million in contributions at its Atlanta church alone, that the Dollars owned two multimillion-dollar homes in Georgia, and that the church and related business entities had at various points owned four aircraft flown for personal use -- although none was nearly as pricey as the luxury Gulfstream Dollar now seeks to acquire. [04]
The Dollar Home
While I do not know if the Dollar family still owns two homes in Georgia, according to the Fayette County database [05] they own two adjoining parcels of land in Fayetteville, that together amount to a staggering 182.9 acre.
Surrounded by a large stone and metal fence, at the end of a long driveway, stands a large mansion with a big pool and fountain out back. The original home, built in 1996, was recently renovated and expanded with two wings extending from the rear of the home, giving Dollar 17,000+ square feet from which to proselytize. [06]
A New 65-Million Gulfstream G650 Jet?
On November 24, 2014, Dollar's private Gulfstream III jet, N103CD, ran off the runway at Biggin Hill Airport, United Kingdom. There were no serious injuries. However, to replace the old jet, Dollar launched a fundraising campaign to get his followers to pay approximately $60,000,000 for a new Gulfstream G650 jet. He suggested his followers each commit to giving "$300 or more."

The jet he wanted was the "fastest plane ever built in civilian aviation" at that time. After receiving immediate backlash, Dollar ended his fund raising campaign. The project was kept as an option on the donation page of the ministry's website. Several months later, the board of World Changers Church International announced that they were ready to acquire a Gulfstream G650.

"It's not like a car where you can pull over on the side when something goes wrong and I knew it was time to begin to believe God for a new airplane.” he was quoted as saying. "Most definitely, most definitely. We support our pastor, that's what we're here for,” said one of his loyal followers...

To find out more about the jet, Martin Savidge of CNN, called Daniel Jennings, a long time seller of private jets. "This is not an entry level or even mid-level jet.” "This is the top of the line jet.” The Gulfstream 650 is the largest, longest distance, 2nd fastest private jet in the world. The wait for a new one is 4 years, and there are only 4 used ones for sale in the entire world. [07]

Okay then!!

Apparently all critical thinking as well as common sense has been suspended.

Here is one small example of Dollar's sad theology
Jesus "Grew" into Sonship
Dollar claims that Jesus came to earth as a man but "grew" in Sonship. One example he gave is when he said quoted the Bible as saying that

'God never sleeps nor slumbers' (Psalm 121:4), and "yet in the book of Mark we see Jesus asleep in the back of the boat" (Mark 4:38 and Matthew 8:24) https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=X4LirHMPlnM. 
And that people is as dumb as it gets. Here we are sometime into Jesus' ministry, but because Jesus was asleep in the boat Dollar concludes that He had not yet grown "into Sonship". Yet as they came to the other side of the water they were met by a man possessed by devils who immediately recognized Christ and directly addressed Him saying "What have we to do with thee, Jesus, thou Son of God? art thou come hither to torment us before the time?"

They knew Jesus was the Son of God.

Although I am sure that the psalmist was fully aware that God doesn't actually sleep. So when said "Behold, he that keepeth Israel shall neither slumber nor sleep" he was using figurative language to express his confidence in the God of Israel's ever watchful eye and that there was no danger that anything would slip by Him.

The Psalms were never intended to be a handbook of systematic theology... They are songs, poetry set to music, often expressions of emotions, and must be read as such. They are Hebrew poetry, and like virtually all poetry are well known for its figurative language that often uses figurative language, dramatization or hyperbole, to make a vivid and lasting impression on the mind and heart, without using complicated descriptions. For example, who in their right mind would take the phrase "cry ones heart out" literally?

But then even the so called orthodox church gets carried away when the Psalmist said he was "brought forth in iniquity" and conceived in sin. In any case the Bible very clearly tells us Jesus pre-existed as God, and all the fullness of Deity dwelt in His human body. 

Colossians 2:9: For in Him all the fullness of Deity dwells in bodily form.

Philippians 2:6: who, although He existed in the form of God, did not regard equality with God a thing to be grasped,  

John 8:58: Jesus said to them, "Truly, truly, I say to you, before Abraham was born, I am."   (Emphasis Added)

And that people is as dumb as it gets. 
Here we are sometime into Jesus' ministry, but because Jesus was asleep in the boat Dollar concludes that He had not yet grown "into Sonship". Yet as they came to the other side of the water they were met by a man possessed by devils who immediately recognized Christ and directly addressed Him saying "What have we to do with thee, Jesus, thou Son of God? art thou come hither to torment us before the time?" They knew Jesus was the Son of God. See Alleged Scriptural Support for the Prosperity Doctrine
Although I am sure that the psalmist was fully aware that God doesn't actually sleep. So when said "Behold, he that keepeth Israel shall neither slumber nor sleep" he was using figurative language to express his confidence in the God of Israel's ever watchful eye and that there was no danger that anything would slip by Him.

By the way, THIS is The 2012 Fayette County Sheriff’s Report when Creflo Dollar was arrested for simple assault and battery and cruelty toward a child.
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Paula White-Cain
Paula White-Cain, reputed to have a net worth of some five million is probably one of the least wealthy of the tele-evangelists.
She is now the Senior Pastor of New Destiny Christian Center in Orlando, Florida a position she was chosen to lead after its founder, Zachery Tims, 42, was found dead under suspicious circumstances in a Times Square luxury hotel room last August. Although an unexplained envelope of white powder was found on him, his mother won a court battle to keep the toxicology report sealed. [01]

According to the church web site Paula is a "celebrated author and teacher, beloved grandmother, mother and mentor, popular TV personality, and spirit-led preacher of God's Word" [02] The part they left out is that she is also a leading proponent of the Prosperity Gospel.

Paula and her then husband Randy White started South Tampa Christian Center (later called Without Walls International) in 1991. Her popularity sky rocketed (particularly among black women) when she met Bishop T.D. Jakes, pastor of the Potter's House (a Dallas mega church), who invited her to speak at his Woman Thou Art Loosed Conference in 2000. White launched her television ministry a year later. In 2007, Paula sent Jakes (her "spiritual father") a black convertible Bentley for his 50th birthday.

A 2009 article on ESPN entitled Athletes and Evangelists Cross Paths sums it up. 
Bishop Randy White and his wife, pastor Paula White, once headed up one of the fastest growing Christian congregations in the country. In its heyday, Without Walls International Church boasted more than 23,000 members, took in as much as $40 million a year in donations and attracted dozens of professional athletes to its high-energy services.

Some of the athletes were so moved by the Whites' message of prosperity through faith that they donated hundreds of thousands of dollars -- one former player even donated a World Series ring -- and showered the couple with lavish gifts, such as designer shoes and expensive suits.

In the decade leading up to 2007, the Whites amassed wealth and attained a lifestyle not unlike the star athletes who came to their church. In July 2005, the couple purchased a luxury condominium in New York City's Trump Park Avenue building for $3.5 million. In 2006, they bought a home on Tampa's exclusive Bayshore Boulevard for $2.1 million, according to real estate records. Randy White owns or leases several luxury vehicles, including a 2006 Bentley, according to Florida motor vehicle records. For years, the couple had access to private jets, either leased or owned by their ministry. [03]

Note: Trump Tower - a 68-story mixed-use skyscraper on the Upper East Side of Manhattan boasts a five-level atrium in the lobby crowned with a skylight. It contains shops, a café, a seven-story waterfall that flows over rose, peach, pink and orange Breccia Perniche marble, and a pedestrian bridge that crosses over the waterfall's pool. The Atrium is "a showcase for 40 purveyors of super luxury wares such as Loewe of Madrid, Asprey's of London and the jewelers, Cartier, Harry Winston and Buccellat". [04] See several images of Trump Tower HERE
The Senate Finance Committee, Minority Staff Review of Without Walls International Church states that the Whites used WWIC credit card and checking account to pay for many of their personal expenses such as gas, meals, clothing and other personal items including "a late model Mercedes Benz and a 2007 Bentley convertible.

The ministry – either WWIC or PWM – purchased a Gulfstream GII for $1.2 million, but also pays for ferrying the Whites around by chartered flights. One source told Grassley’s investigators that the Whites chartered a flight to Las Vegas for a boxing match and were accompanied by sports personalities including Gary Sheffield, Darryl Strawberry, Michael Pittman, and Anthony Telford.  The boxing match tickets alone, costing between $17,000 and $18,000, were charged to the WWIC AMEX card. Their chartered flights, particularly on a Learjet used predominantly by Paula, were frequently to “the islands” and often involved re-filing flight plans once out of U.S. airspace to head to the Cayman Islands. [05]

CNN adds that

 After White's divorce from her second husband in 2007, the church they led together plunged into bankruptcy. Her current husband is Jonathan Cain, the keyboard player for Journey and a co-writer of the epic hit "Don't Stop Believin'." [06]


Nothing has changed
Paul White apparently lives in a 5 bed, 5 bath, 5,973 sq. ft. house on a 3.47 acre lot that boasts numerous high end finishes and a includes a custom 4-stall barn with wash area and tack room. Jonathan Cain who has released several solo albums is more than likely to be wealthy in his own right.
However, one thing is certain - Paula's message hasn't changed one iota. A July 2018 article on Newsweek says that

Donald Trump's spiritual adviser has suggested that people send her money in order to transform their lives, or face divine consequences, suggested making a donation to her ministries to honor the religious principle of "first fruit,” which she said is the idea that all firsts belong to God, including the first harvest and, apparently, the first month of your salary.

"Right now I want you to click on that button, and I want you to honor God with his first fruits offering,” she said in a video shared to her website, in which she encourages her followers to donate to her ministries to get blessings from God. "If God doesn't divinely step in and intervene, I don't know what you're going to face - he does,” she said. [07]

She promises a book, a devotional and a Paula White 2018 wall calendar (How could anyone live without?) in return for a $75 or more First Fruits Offering.

Also the author of a 2017 article in the Orlando Sentinel wrote that wanting to know more about "this local pastor on a national stage", she watched New Destiny services on two consecutive Sundays. On both Sundays, even the one where she said she was too tired to preach, she asked congregants for a special offering — she suggested perhaps as much as a month's salary — to mark January as the first month of the year.

She called this financial contribution, which she said was separate from regular tithing, "first fruits," a reference to Leviticus 23:10...

"The difference between tithe and first fruit, first fruit is all of it," she said. "All of what? Well, if you want to bring God all of one day's salary, one week's salary or one month's salary, that's between you and God ... I try to bring a month's salary, but at the very least every year I give God a week's salary." [08]

What a tragedy that a so-called Christian minister - one that has the ear of the president no less, knows next to nothing about the significance of the Seven Feasts that the Lord Himself instituted when the nation of Israel was encamped at the foot of Mount Sinai. The historic and prophetic significance of the Feasts is one of the most fascinating of all Biblical studies because God's entire plan of salvation for mankind from start to finish, is outlined by these feasts.

For example, the Feast of First-fruits, on the 17th day of Nisan, was a celebration of the harvest, when a sheaf representing the very first of the harvest was waved before the Lord, as a symbolic gesture that dedicated the coming harvest to Him. Jesus rose from the dead on the Feast of First-fruits. His resurrection was like a wave offering presented to the Father as the first-fruits of the harvest to come at the end of the age. The Apostle Paul said... But now Christ has been raised from the dead, the first fruits of those who are asleep. For since by a man came death, by a man also came the resurrection of the dead. For as in Adam all die, so also in Christ all will be made alive. But each in his own order: Christ the first fruits, after that those who are Christ's at His coming, (1 Corinthians 15:20-23 NASB) READ MOR

 HYPERLINK "http://www.inplainsite.org/html/seven_feasts_of_israel.html" \t "_blank" E  

Actually she and all the rest of them know virtually nothing about the Old Testament practice of tithing. The best they can do is pull out a few well worn, overused verses that are very misleading unless you read them against the right backdrop.  

She and uncountable others of the same mind continue with their shallow and dangerous interpretation of the Scriptures, but continuing to propagate their version of the Gospel and support those who do.

Paula White and Yonggi Cho
In fact, just recently (in July 2018), Paula White's website was a keynote speaker at a Korean Prayer Rally that attracted some 60,000 people and was broadcast to an additional 1 million. The Prayer Rally hosted by the Yoido Full Gospel Church was for the Peace and Hope in Korean Peninsula. "The day-long event was part of the Church Growth International conference" and ended with "Senior Pastor Emeritus and Founder of the Yoido Full Gospel Church, Rev. Yonggi Cho, giving a message of vision for the future of the church". [09] See More on Yonggi Cho on THIS page. 
Chairwoman of the Evangelical Advisory Board to President Donald J. Trump.
Paula White's relationship with Trump should not come as too much of a surprise. Trump apparently learned a great deal from his family minister Norman Vincent Peale - one of the sources for much of the occult doctrine being promulgated in the church today.

The Trump children were indoctrinated in the Protestant work ethic, loyalty to friends and employees, and in positive thinking, as promulgated by the family minister, Reverend Norman Vincent Peale. ''The mind can overcome any obstacle,'' said Donald Trump. ''I never think of the negative". [10]

Incidentally, Peale credited his theology of positive thinking to Ernest Holmes, founder of the worldwide Religious Science Movement and author of The Science of Mind, sometimes called one of the greatest New Thought books ever written. Peale is also quoted as saying Napoleon Hill's book "Success Through Positive Mental Attitude" is one of the few creative motivational books of all time. It should be on the required list of anyone who desires success."

And where Napoleon Hill got his ideas from is a bizarre story that everyone associated with the word-faith camp needs to read especially since the ideas and methods are identical to his.

In fact, as said earlier, Joel Osteen even uses one of Napoleon Hill's hallmark expressions that was also used by Norman Vincent Peale. See The Word of Faith Doctrine and New Thought -
But I digress.

End Notes 
[01] Mark I. Pinsky. Orlando Magazine /May 2012 / http://www.orlandomagazine.com/Orlando-Magazine/May-2012/Holy-High-Roller/ 
[02] New Destiny Christian center. Our Pastor. https://www.ndcc.tv/about-done/about-ndcc/our-pastor-paula-white 
[03] John Barr. Athletes and evangelists cross paths. http://www.espn.com/espn/otl/news/story?id=4076585 
[04] Marylin Bender. The Empire and Ego of Donald Trump. 
https://www.nytimes.com/1983/08/07/business/the-empire-and-ego-of-donald-trump.html 
[05] Rick Cohen National Correspondent | Senator Grassley and the Televangelists. January 24, 2011. 
https://nonprofitquarterly.org/2011/01/24/senator-grassley-and-the-televangelists/ 
[06] Daniel Burke, CNN Religion Editor. Trump's Spiritual Adviser, Paula White, Fires Back At Critics.
https://www.cnn.com/2017/01/05/politics/paula-white-critics/index.html 
[07] Newsweek. Thu, Jul 05, 2018. 
http://www.newsweek.com/donald-trumps-spiritual-adviser-paula-white-suggests-people-send-her-salary-775228 
[08] Beth Kassab. Paula White preaches for Donald Trump, but not at Apopka church. Orlando Sentinel Columnist 
http://www.orlandosentinel.com/opinion/os-paula-white-inauguration-beth-kassab-20170119-column.html# 
[09] Paula White-Cain Keynote Speaker at Korean Prayer Rally of 60,000. https://paulawhite.org/home.html 
[10] The Empire and Ego of Donald Trump. The New York Times. August 7, 1983. 
https://www.nytimes.com/1983/08/07/business/the-empire-and-ego-of-donald-trump.html?pagewanted=2 
Benny Hinn (Toufik Benedictus Hinn)
Hinn was born in 1952 - in Jaffa, then in the newly-established state of Israel. His family emigrated to Canada soon after the 1967 Arab-Israeli 'Six-Day War'. In later life, heavily influenced by evangelists Kathryn Kuhlman and Aimee Semple Mcpherson, he began claiming that God was using him as a conduit for healing, and began holding healing services in the Orlando Christian Center, which he founded in 1963. Not long after that his so called "miracle crusades" began to be held at large stadiums and auditoriums across the country.
Benny Hinn is yet another in a long line of Tele-evangelists who preach that God does not want His people to want for anything in this life and, if they do, they are somehow lacking. However, it seems that his teachings are wackier than most. For example, as pointed out by The Wittenburg Door, he once taught that the Trinity is actually nine persons, because each member of the Trinity--Father, Son, Holy Spirit--is also a Trinity - that God talks to him more frequently than he talked to Moses, that a man rose from the dead in his presence, while another turned into a snake, that angels come to his bedroom to speak to him.

He is also master of exaggeration claiming he once "preached at an all-girls Catholic school in Jerusalem in 1976 and "every single girl in that school got saved, including all the nuns." All the nuns who were at the only Catholic girls school in Jerusalem in 1976, and Father Dusind, who has overseen all religious instruction since 1955 said no Protestant preacher was ever let in to talk to the girls. And there was a similar story told of a Catholic hospital in Sault Ste. Marie, Ontario where Hinn claimed to have healed everyone there. And there is more, plenty more. The article on The Wittenburg Door is well worth reading. HERE
Few, if any of the claimed miracles at Hinn's healing services have been verified. However they have been carefully orchestrated to have maximum emotional impact inducing the thousands who attend to dig deep into their pockets.

"A Preacher's Life". 
And, like all the others, Benny Hinn has capitalized on his own teaching, living the kind of life that we usually associate with celebrities. Many years ago, on March 6, 2005, NBC Dateline aired a segment on televangelist Benny Hinn, entitled A Preacher's Life. The segment was years in the making and included the use of hidden cameras, hidden identities and visits to numerous "healing" crusades. Apart from the not surprising findings that Hinn manipulates individuals and preaches a self-serving prosperity theology message at the so called "miracle crusades", but revelations from the program also included the facts that...

Hinn's salary is somewhere between half a million and a million dollars per year. He also gets royalties from the sales of his books;

Personal perks for Hinn, family and his entourage include a $10 million seaside mansion; a private jet with annual operating costs of about $1.5 million; a Mercedes SUV and convertible, each valued at about $80,000;

What the church termed "layovers" between crusades included hotel bills ranging from $900 per night to royal suites that cost almost $3,000 for one night’s stay. Layover locations included Hawaii, Cancun, London, Milan and other exotic locations.

Beverly Hills shopping sprees;

Receipts showing Hinn’s daughter receiving $1,300 in petty cash; her boyfriend getting $2,550 for babysitting; $23,000 in cash dispersed to Hinn and his wife; and, $25,000 in cash for expenses for a crusade – 30 minutes away from Hinn’s home. [02]

His current home in Ritz Cove, CA. may not be worth $10 million, but it certainly is an ocean side mansion. The house that Hinn bought in June 2013 for $3,837,000 is a huge - 7,438 sq. ft. with 7 bedrooms and 9 bathrooms. It is now valued at well over $7 million.
Ritz Cove, hidden away from the traffic of the Pacific Coast Highway, boasts some of the largest luxury estates in Dana Point, California. It has stunning views of the ocean, one of the best beaches in the state with private gates that take residents down to it, and a Scottish links style golf course with 18 championship holes. Dana Point Harbor (one of the few harbors along the Orange County coast) houses 2,500 boats within two marinas, inside a one-and-a-half mile jetty. Homeowners enjoy privileges at the Monarch Bay Club, as well as the Ritz Carlton Hotel. Nearby upscale restaurants, stores and private schools almost complete the picture.
Reforms?
In a letter responding to the probe by Senator Charles Grassley HERE, Benny Hinn promised some reforms.

In the final analysis, as said by the Orange County Register [All Emphasis Added]

And for all this transparency, we note that the financials Hinn provided Grassley were from 2006; there were apparently no updates; and current finances are not disclosed anywhere on Hinn’s web site that we could find. There is a page titled "church finances"[58] which includes a pretty pie chart of where money is going (59 percent media ministry, 29 percent international missions and crusades, etc.), but no actual dollar figures, and certainly no detail on who is being paid what.

What is he pulling in today, and what he's doing with it? Only Hinn knows for sure [OC televangelist Benny Hinn gets kudos for 'financial reforms'. [03]
However, NOTHING has changed
In the much more recent past, Benny Hinn's nephew Costi Hinn described his uncle's about lavish lifestyle. In his words, when he "joined his uncle's ministry as an eager young man", he worked as an usher who "carried around uncle Benny's Louis Vuitton bag". He added  

"We lived the dream. Expensive hotels, cars, travel. The biggest being that 'Jesus provided all of that.’ You didn't touch the Lord's anointed … we revered our leaders. We believed that we were part of an anointed heritage of leaders? — they were all men of God. They could heal and operate in the five-fold ministry: apostle, prophet, evangelist, pastor, teacher.”

"I worked for my uncle for well over a year,” he continued. "We would go to London, Australia, Greece, Israel, preaching our version of Christ. I carried his Louis Vuitton briefcase. I stayed in his hotel rooms in places like Dubai. The royal suite there was a $25,000-a-night bill, along with the other suites that we had.” [04]

In another article featured on Christianity Today, Costi Hinn said that before going to college, he "took a year off and joined Benny's ministry as a "catcher".

That year was a whirlwind tour of luxury: $25,000-a-night royal suites in Dubai, seaside resorts in Greece, tours of the Swiss Alps, villas on Lake Como in Italy, basking on the golden coast of Australia, shopping sprees at Harrods in London, and numerous trips to Israel, Hawaii, and everywhere in between. The pay was great, we flew on our own private Gulfstream, and I got to buy custom suits. All I had to do was catch people and look spiritual! [05]

Costi Hinn goes on to tell of how doubts began to surface especially after he got married. One thing led to another and he, no longer a believer in the Prosperity Doctrine, is currently the pastor of Mission Bible Church in Orange County, California.

And how does he do it? Here is one of the many, many instances of Hinn's manipulation of believers.
Benn Hinn’s 2 Minute Blessing
A July 2008 article by reporter Marthinus van Vuuren in news24.com, a South African News Web site, entitled 'God Bless Your Credit Card', said

One of Hinn's American guest speakers, Pastor Todd Koontz, Koontz delivered a message about "you reap what you sow", then said the service would yield millionaires and billionaires within 24 hours.

"God would bless the people's credit cards and they would be able to rule over South Africa with their money" and that 500 audience members would receive "an exceptional blessing". Koontz apparently really had the congregation scrambling when he said, "This blessing will be poured out for only two minutes."

Why specifically $1,000? Because "an exceptional blessing rested on $1 000." [06]

However, Pastor Tommie Ferreira of the AGS Church in Johannesburg was so upset about the "blessing" that, after a week, he wanted to know who of the donors actually had become millionaires.

Ferreira told Rapport he did not mean to bring about Hinn's downfall. He merely wanted to know if any of the hundreds of churchgoers who donated amounts of up to $1,000 (about R7 500) to Hinn's Miracle Crusade last week Saturday had now become millionaires... He said he could not live with his conscience if he did not speak to others about this possible trickery...

"I'm not attacking them (Hinn and Koontz). It just really gets my goat when people make unfounded claims and then they're off with these people's money." [07] 


2017 Search Warrant
Note that in April of last year (2017) The Dallas News reported that

Investigators with the Internal Revenue Service and the U.S. Postal Service served a search warrant Wednesday at the Grapevine offices of televangelist Benny Hinn. A large number of agents walked in and out of the offices with boxes, KXAS-TV (NBC5) reported, but officials wouldn't confirm to the TV station what they're investigating or whether they're looking into Hinn. [08]

The Daily Kos added that the investigators were:

Specifically, they're from the Criminal Investigation Division, which investigates tax evasion and general tax fraud. Additionally, a federal source says that this is part of a very lengthy investigation. [09]
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Joyce Meyer
Joyce Meyer Ministries (JMM) is a Christian-based non-profit organization that's financially supported by contributions from friends and partners of the ministry. Headquartered in Fenton, Missouri, where they employ more than 400 people, they have 9 international offices and 25 field offices.
Their television program Enjoying Everyday Life, broadcast in more than 90 different languages on over 1,000 television and radio stations,  reaches millions of people around the globe each day and their web site averages more than 5 million visits from 1.5 million individuals each month.  They also boast Over 10 million Facebook fans and nearly 4 million followers on Twitter. [01]

Joyce who has an honorary doctorate in divinity from Oral Roberts University in Tulsa, Oklahoma is president of the ministry and her husband Dave is vice president. Their two sons David and Daniel are CEO of Hand of Hope, and CEO of US operations respectively. Dr. Paul Osteen, Joel Osteen's older brother and a prominent general surgeon is also on the board of directors. He says he "felt God's call to move to Houston and help serve at Lakewood Church in whatever capacity he was needed." [02]. Bob Yandian, another member of the board "spent several years with Kenneth Hagin Ministries and Rhema Bible Training Center, where he served as an instructor and held the position of Dean of Instructors." [03].

Additionally, Israel Houghton, worship leader at Joel Osteen's Lakewood church appeared with Joyce at a three day event in Toronto in the fall of 2014. [04]
Joyce Meyer's Outreach Programs
There is little question that her ministry does an enormous amount lot of good. In fact, from everything I have read Joyce Meyer's organization does more for people locally and around the world than most of the other tele-evangelists put together. In part, they provide necessities like water, food and even charging stations for their phones after Florida was hit by Hurricane Irma and Houston by Harvey, digging wells in "remote communities across the globe". They also helped "women and girls in 42 different countries by providing food, education, clean water, safe environments, the truth of God's Word, and rescue from the horrors of human trafficking".

They launched a new, state-of-the-art malnutrition clinic in East Africa and provided temporary medical/dental outreaches in locations like Cambodia and Haiti. Leprosy patients receive vital care and medical treatment in India. And there is more - much, much more. Read their annual report HERE.

I have the greatest respect for all that JMM does for people in need of help. Her organization puts churches like Ed Young's Fellowship mega-church in Dallas and their measly outreach to shame.

There is no question that both Christianity and human compassion require us to do whatever is possible to relieve the suffering of our fellow man. However, let us never forget that as valuable as it may be in this life, providing clean drinking water to a village will do them no good in the long run. Practical help and the message of the Bible have to go hand in hand.

And I cannot help but keep coming back to one fact and one question.

1) A great deal of money is spent on lavish living, which Joyce Meyer calls being "blessed"...

2) Does the 'truth of God's word' (above) include sin and repentance without which there is no gospel (See The Message of the Bible) Jesus did say "For what will it profit a man if he gains the whole world and forfeits his soul?" (Matthew 16:26). 

The problem is that virtually everything that have read or heard from Joyce Meyer concerns seems to deal more with practical life lessons rather than Scriptural teachings.

Besides which she makes the same fundamental mistakes made by countless others - believing we are "little gods". 

"... listening to a set of tapes by one man and he explained it like this...this kind of gets the point across...he said why do people have such a fit about God calling his creation, his creation, his man not his whole creation, but his man, little gods? 
If he's God what's he going to call them but the God kind? I mean if you as a human being have a baby you call it a human kind. If [sic] cattle has another cattle they call it cattle kind. Tell me what Gods supposed to call 'em? Doesn't the Bible say we are created in his image?

Now you understand I am not saying you are god with a capital G. That is not the issue here so don't go trying to stone me or yell blasphemy at me." "The Bible says right here John 10:34...'and Jesus answered is it not written in your law (Psalm 82:6) I said you are gods little g.' So men are called god by the law..." SEE
However, there is a lot more to John 10 and Jesus' reference to Psalm 82:6 than first meets the eye. The ninth and tenth chapters of the Gospel of John form one continuous and uninterrupted story - all of which she has missed completely.

She neglected to mention that the very next verse says "Nevertheless you will die like men and fall like any one of the princes."  (Psalms 82:7 NASB) For details see The Deification of Man?
 
Lifestyle
According to Belief.net, Joyce Meyers net worth is estimated at $8 Million [05]
Ministry Headquarters 
An Article entitled From Fenton to fortune in the name of God on November 15, 2003 in the St. Louis Post-Dispatch gave its readers a great deal of insight into Joyce Meyer's lifestyle.

The ministry's headquarters is a three-story jewel of red brick and emerald-color glass that, from the outside, has the look and feel of a luxury resort hotel. Built two years ago for $20 million, the building and grounds are postcard perfect, from manicured flower beds and walkways to a five-story lighted cross. ...A message in gold letters greets employees and visitors over the front entryway: "Look what the Lord Has Done."
The building is decorated with religious paintings and sculptures, and quality furniture. Much of it, Meyer says, she selected herself.

A Jefferson County assessor's list offers a glimpse into the value of many of the items: a $19,000 pair of Dresden vases, six French crystal vases bought for $18,500, an $8,000 Dresden porcelain depicting the Nativity, two $5,800 curio cabinets, a $5,700 porcelain of the Crucifixion, a pair of German porcelain vases bought for $5,200.

The decor includes a $30,000 malachite round table, a $23,000 marble-topped antique commode, a $14,000 custom office bookcase, a $7,000 Stations of the Cross in Dresden porcelain, a $6,300 eagle sculpture on a pedestal, another eagle made of silver bought for $5,000, and numerous paintings purchased for $1,000 to $4,000 each. 
Note: The word "Commode" was often used to refer to a cabinet, with one or more doors, that served as a washstand with a washbasin and water pitcher, which also offered an enclosed area below for storing a chamber pot. In contemporary English "Commode" usually refers to a low chest of drawers on stubby legs.

Inside Meyer's private office suite sit a conference table and 18 chairs bought for $49,000. The woodwork in the offices of Meyer and her husband cost the ministry $44,000.

Personal Spending
"Meyer says she expects the best, from where she lives to how she looks. Much of her clothing is custom-tailored at an upscale West County dress shop. At her conferences, she usually wears flashy jewelry. She sports an impressive diamond ring that she said she got from one of her followers. Meyer has a private hairdresser. And, a few years ago, Meyer told her employees she was getting a face-lift.

Last year, the Meyers bought a $500,000 atrium ranch lakefront home in Porto Cima, a private-quarters club at Lake of the Ozarks. A few weeks later, they bought two watercrafts similar to Jet Skis and a $105,000 Crownline boat painted red, white and blue that they named the Patriot...

The Meyers have put the Mercedes, the lake house, the boat and her parents' home into an irrevocable trust, an arrangement that tax experts say would help protect them from any financial problems at the ministry.

Meyer says she should not have to defend how she spends the ministry's money. "We teach and preach and believe biblically that God wants to bless people who serve Him," Meyer said. "So there's no need for us to apologize for being blessed."" [06]

All of which makes it no surprise that she was one of the ministries that was the focus of Sen. Grassley's investigation.

Home
Additionally at the time the ministry had spent at least $4 million on five homes for Meyer and other key employees - namely her four children in a sort of 'family compound'.
Meyer's house, the largest of the five, was a 10,000-square-foot Cape Cod style estate home with a guest house and a garage that can be independently heated and cooled and can hold up to eight cars. The three-acre property has a large fountain, a gazebo, a private putting green, a pool etc.

She said that federal tax law allows ministries to buy parsonages for their employees, so the arrangement does not violate any prohibitions against personal benefit. Meyer also said the decision to cluster the families together was a way to build a buffer to better ensure privacy and security. "We put good people all around us," she said. "Obviously, if I was trying to hide anything or thought I was doing anything wrong, I wouldn't live on the corner of Gravois and 270."
Current Residence
However, she no longer lives there.

Joyce Meyer's home in Eureka MO is about 15 minutes away from JMM headquarters. Built in 2006, this 5-bedroom, 5-bathroom single family residential house in Eureka MO. is approximately 7,858 square feet and comes with Pool parking spots. Its estimated value is $1,713,044. 

Note: It has since been reported that two of the homes, occupied by two of Meyer's four adult children and their families, are up for sale. [07]
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Eddie Lee Long (May 12, 1953)
He was the last of the six tele-evangelists investigated by the Senate committee. Although he since passed away, at the time of the investigation he was senior pastor of New Birth Missionary Baptist Church, a megachurch of more than 25,000 members near Lithonia, Georgia.
A 2010 New York Times piece described Eddie Long's flamboyant lifestyle that was in keeping with his theology
Bishop Long cuts a flashy figure in Lithonia, the Atlanta suburb where he lives and has built his church. He is often seen in a Bentley attended by bodyguards. He tends to wear clothes that show off his muscular physique. He favors Gucci sunglasses, gold necklaces, diamond bracelets and Rolex watches. He lives in a 5,000-square-foot house with five bedrooms, which he bought for $1.1 million in 2005. [01]

Long's defence of his 'compensation' reeked of superiority.

"We're not just a church, we're an international corporation," Long said. "We're not just a bumbling bunch of preachers who can't talk and all we're doing is baptizing babies. I deal with the White House. I deal with Tony Blair. I deal with presidents around this world. I pastor a multimillion-dollar congregation.

"You've got to put me on a different scale than the little black preacher sitting over there that's supposed to be just getting by because the people are suffering." [02]

The Sex Scandal
Since this is an article on "lifestyles" of the Tele-evangelists, I guess the following excerpt from a New York Times articles is not out of place.

Four former members of a youth group he ran accused him of "repeatedly coercing them into homosexual sex acts and of abusing his considerable moral authority over them while plying them with cash, new cars, lodgings and lavish trips". [03]

Separate lawsuits were filed in DeKalb County Superior Court [04]

However, I dread to think where all of Eddie Long's shenanigans eventually got him after he died of cancer in January of last year (2017).
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 Joel Osteen (March 5, 1963) 

In 1999, Osteen, a product of Oral Roberts University in Tulsa, Oklahoma, took over as "senior pastor" of Lakewood Church in Houston, Texas that was founded by his father John Osteen. The following information is from the Lakewood church web site, (All Emphasis Added)

In 2004, his first book, Your Best Life Now, was released by Time Warner debuting at the top of the New York Times Bestsellers List and quickly rising to #1. It remained on the New York Times Bestseller for more than 2 years and has sold more than 4 million copies. Most recently, Joel was named as one of Barbara Walters’ "10 Most Fascinating People of 2006" and he was selected as the "Most Influential Christian in 2006" by the readers of Church Report Magazine.

According to Nielsen Media Research, Joel is the most watched inspirational figure in America. His weekly sermon is broadcast into every U.S. television market where it is viewed by seven million Americans each week and more than 20 million each month. His weekly broadcast is also seen in almost 100 nations around the world. [01]

There is little question that Lakewood church does a lot of good.

For example, it is partnering with World Vision in Houston's Fifth Ward, "where nearly half the residents live below the U.S. poverty level, providing technical expertise in long-term community development. With World Vision, Lakewood is reaching out to Zambia, El Salvador, Indonesia and India, countries where the church sponsors about 5,000 children each year... The church is also planning to partner next year with 60 small churches in Indonesia, ministering to the ministers, as well as supporting work in the slums of Bangalore, India." [02]

However, the question has to be asked how much more good they would have done without the expense of the fancy and very expensive renovations they made when they moved into the Compaq Center - to say nothing of Joel and Victoria's high flying lifestyle.
A Church That Cost Close to $100 Million

In July 2005, Lakewood Church relocated from its old building in northeast Houston into its new home, the former Compaq Center, a 16,000-seat arena that was once home to the Houston Rockets professional basketball team. The church was required to pay $11.8 million in rent in advance for the first 30 years of the lease, and renovated the new campus at an estimated cost of $75 million. As said in a 2005 article in USA Today (All Emphasis Added)

The facility, which took 15 months and about $75 million to complete, features two waterfalls, three gargantuan television screens and a lighting system that rivals those found at rock concerts. Two choir lofts with 12 rows of rich purple pews sit between the waterfalls, accented by live foliage.

Absent, however, is a cross, an image of God or Jesus Christ or any other traditional religious symbols. Osteen said his father never displayed such symbols and he simply continued the tradition. Instead, the new location will feature a larger version of the church's trademark globe, rotating slowly behind Osteen as he preaches. [03]

In 2007, Lakewood reported spending nearly $30 million every year on its television ministry. [04]

And How Can Lakewood Afford all This? 

With an average weekly attendance of over 40,000 people the church itself is a cash cow. In March 2014 a safe containing the donations from a single weekend was robbed. In total the cash, checks and credit card donations amounted to approximately $600,000. Online or electronic donations were obviously not affected. [05]  

Osteen and The Hurricanes 

Much is made of the fact that Joel Osteen's church gave a million dollars to the victims of Hurricane Katrina and one can certainly appreciate him doing so. However, in view of the fact that the church's annual budget is reported to be some $70 million [06] $1 million seems like a drop in the bucket.

On the other hand, Osteen was severely criticized after his 16,000 seat megachurch initially closed its doors during hurricane Harvey that killed 40 people and left thousands homeless. "Pictures and videos that surfaced online seemed to contradict a Lakewood Facebook post announcing that the church remained closed due to flooding conditions. One video was made by some very angry Texans who showed no more than one cm of water outside the church and that the front lobby's plush carpet was apparently dry and clean. Be warned they do use some language. [07].

However, a storm of social media criticism and coverage by CNN and Fox seemed to cause a change of heart and the church re-opened as floodwaters began to recede. Osteen addressed the criticism by blaming "misinformation" and claimed he had not opened church doors because he had not been asked to by the state and due to "safety concerns".  [08]

After the criticism, Osteen did try to redeem himself. Lakewood served as a "major distribution center" for essential supplies needed to help families weather and recover from the storm. In total, the church received over 1,050 shipping pallets of supplies that included nonperishable food, clothing, water, necessities for children and babies, as well as medical supplies.

And "continues to provide "significant" home rebuilding assistance through the purchase of over $1.1 million of building materials, furniture, appliances and paid labor". [9]

Osteen's 10.5 + Million Dollar Home

In 2007 an article on Religion News Blog about high-living pastors was titled Televangelist Joel Osteen Shuns Lavish Lifestyle, and began by saying:
"If the evangelical world is looking for a poster child to offset the negative publicity surrounding rich televangelists, Joel Osteen would be a good choice".... "Osteen lives a much different life. He has not taken a salary from his Houston mega-church for two years. He owns one house — the same one he and his wife, Victoria, have lived in for 13 years — and until recently he drove a 9-year-old car he inherited from his late father. Osteen pays his own hotel bills, and there is no private jet". [10]

I suspect that at the time the author belonged to the Osteen fan club, was smoking something he shouldn't have been, or needed to have his head examined.

Joel is one of the wealthiest pastors in the country. In Your Best Life Now, Osteen talks about how his wife Victoria, a striking and fashionable Tele-Osteen Satellite Viewblonde, wanted to buy a fancy house some years ago, before the money rolled in. He thought it wasn't possible. "But Victoria had more faith," he wrote. "She convinced me we could live in an elegant home... and several years later, it did come to pass."

In the first few years of this century, Joel and Victoria Osteen lived in Tanglewood, a neighborhood in western Houston, in a home valued at about $2.9 million that they owned. However, a July 2010 article in Houston's Daily Digital Magazine, CultureMap, says they (Emphasis Added) 3960 Del Monte Drive, Houston "... moved to a 17,000-square-foot stone mansion in the Tall Timbers subdivision in River Oaks. The Osteens' new home is situated on 1.86 acres and surrounded by an ornamental fence. It has six bedrooms, six bathrooms, three elevators and five wood-burning fireplaces, with a one-bedroom guest house and pool house. The Harris County Appraisal District valued it at $10.5 million.

The River Oaks home is technically owned by the Covenant Trust, which means the Osteens do not qualify for a homestead exemption on it. They will pay around $260,000 in property taxes on the new home this year. [11]

Osteen's Book Royalties

However, Osteen is fond of telling anyone who will listen that he hasn't accepted a salary from the church since 2005. His "income comes from best-selling books and related products, such as calendars, daybooks and inspirational pamphlets".

In other words, he doesn't need a salary from Lakewood.

His book Your Best Life Now was originally published in October 2004 and remained on the New York Times best-seller list for more than two years. It is estimated that the book has sold 10 million copies, and that he got a $13-million advance from his publisher for his second book, Become A Better You. And the trend continues. In January 2018, Osteen's Blessed in the Darkness came in at #9 on the Top 25 nonfiction bestsellers [12].

So even without his salary from Lakewood, Osteen has likely earned at least $25 million in book royalties between 2005 and 2009. [13]

However, it is with these books that we encounter the largest problem.

Is Osteen Preaching Christianity Lite Or Peddling Concepts From The Occult World?

Joel Osteen has often been "lambasted by critics for being light on theology, preaches about staying positive. He says he doesn't want to be "too religious" in hopes to reach the "everyday person." [14]

On June 20, 2005, Osteen was interviewed by Larry King on CNN’s The Larry King Show. King introduced Osteen as "evangelism's hottest rising star, pastor for the biggest congregation in the United States." And what does he preach? Osteen said he doesn't get into controversial subjects like sin and judgment. False religions such as Islam, Hinduism, and Judaism don't concern him. He doesn't really know who's going to hell and who isn't" (Details)

In 2008 CBS quoted Rev. Michael Horton, a professor of theology at Westminster Seminary in Escondido, California, who called Osteen's Gospel a "cotton candy gospel", adding that.

"His core message is God is nice, you're nice, be nice," Horton says, laughing. "It's sort of a, if it were a form of music, I think it would be easy listening. He uses the Bible like a fortune cookie. 'This is what's gonna happen for you. There's gonna be a windfall in your life tomorrow.' The Bible's not meant to be read that way." [15]

The problem is that Osteen's message is FAR more dangerous than "cotton candy". He has made himself very rich by peddling practices that come not from Scripture but from the occult.

Osteen's first book, Your Best Life Now, was released in October 2004, just two or three short years after he read Positive Imaging: The Powerful Way to Change Your Life by Norman Vincent Peale. In it, Osteen uses exactly the same phrase that Norman Vincent Peale did. In turn, Peale got the expression from Napoleon Hill, who learned it from his Council of seven men - none of whom were human.

At this point, I strongly suggest you read The Word of Faith Doctrine and New Thought - Chapter V of the article on the Prosperity Doctrine. Also Chapter VI, The Blind Leading The Blind.

They shows that not only are Osteen's doctrines indistinguishable from those of well know occult leaders but that he uses one of Napoleon Hill's hallmark expressions was also used by Norman Vincent Peale. 

All assuming that Joel Osteen ever knew what the Bible teaches and what Jesus' message was, he has ignored it in favor of appealing, comforting and supposedly empowering, but almost completely erroneous codswallop that he calls 'positive thinking'.

Romans 4:17

For example, in one of his newer books The Power of I Am, he writes 

Romans 4 says to "call the things that are not as though they were.” That simply means that you shouldn't talk about the way you are. Talk about the way you want to be. If you're struggling in your finances, don't go around saying, "Oh, man, business is so slow. The economy is so down. It's never going to work out.” 
That's calling the things that are as if they will always be that way. That's just describing the situation. By faith you have to say, "I am blessed. I am successful. I am surrounded by God's favor.”

Actually Roman 4:17 does not instruct us to "call the things that are not as though they were.” What it says is God gives life to the dead and calls things that are not as though they were. It means that something that didn’t exist at the time was spoken about by God as if it had already happened. In this case, Abraham was childless at the time, yet God told him "A father of many nations have I made you"

One of the most interesting uses of verbs in the Hebrew Old Testament was how future events (prophecies) were spoken of as being in the past. Very often, prophecies about the future were expressed, not in the future tense as we might expect, but in the past or perfect tenses. In other words, the future was described as having already occurred. The following promise was also made long before Abraham had any descendants.

On that day the Lord made a covenant with Abram, saying, "To your descendants I have given this land, From the river of Egypt as far as the great river, the river Euphrates: (Genesis 15:18 NASB)

In fact, if you think about it, even modern English users sometimes use the past tense to indicate that some action is as good as completed. For example, we often say "done" when asked to do something.

God's "Great Plan" 

As he said in an interview done some years ago "we cheer and we shout and there's joy. And I try to leave them better off than they were before". Osteen adds that his message (Emphasis Mine) is a message of hope that God is a good God, and that no matter what we've done, where we've been, God has a great plan for our lives. And when we walk in his ways they can take us places we've never dreamed of "Your future is filled with marked moments of blessing, increase, promotion. God has already ordained before the foundation of the world, the right people, the right opportunity. Time and chance are coming together for you. Why don't you get your hopes up?” Osteen tells his audience. "Why don't you start believing that no matter what you have or haven't done, that your best days are still out in front of you." [16]

Except that he neglects to tell us that God's "great plan" is conditional nor does it look anything like the picture Osteen paints.

When asked if his message was being a pastor or being Dr. Phil or Oprah, He replied (Note the words I have underlined)

"No, I think we use God's word. I think the principles that you hear Dr. Phil and some of those others talk about many times are right out of the Bible," Osteen says.

And there in a nutshell you have Joel Osteen who is perfectly happy to quote occult sources and write more than one book that revolves around principles that were given to humanity by supernatural beings, but isn't quite sure if he is using God's word, or even whether Dr. Phil's principles are out of the Bible. 

Dave Martin 

It is no wonder that serious orthodox Christians leaders never seem to be part of the Lakewood speaking line up. Instead he chooses to entertain people like "success coach" Dave Martin - founder and president of Dave Martin International who is described as a mentor, inspirational speaker and business leader with a mission to communicate the principles of success. In sharing what he calls "shares timeless truths", he teaches people how to achieve a life of success.

In addition to speaking regularly in corporations, colleges and churches, Dave is a keynote speaker at the Get Motivated Seminars, America's Largest Business Seminars. He is also a part of the teaching team for Hillsong Church under the leadership of Brian Houston, and is on the board of Joel Osteen's Champion's Network.  [17]

As a by-the-way, Dave Martin was also scheduled to speak at John Hagee's Cornerstone church on August 26 2018.

And finally we have…
Osteen and Trump - A Mutual Admiration Society

During an October 2015 interview on Fox News radio show Kilmeade & Friends, Joel Osteen hinted at his longstanding support for Trump.

I'm not really up to speed on all the politics,” Osteen said. “[But] Mr. Trump is an incredible communicator and brander, He's been a friend to our ministry. He's a good man.”

Other excerpts from the article...

Osteen's kind words for Trump are but the latest example of a relationship unusual for both its coziness and its reciprocity. Trump himself spoke highly of his friendship with the megapastor in 2013, tweeting that the two are "REAL friends."

What a lot of people don't know about Mr. Trump is he's a giver,” Osteen said. "He gives to not just to our ministry, but all sorts of causes, friends that I know. You can't find a more giving, gracious person than Mr. Trump. And we can't feel more blessed to have him as a friend.” [18]
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Steven Furtick (Larry Stevens Furtick Jr. February 19, 1980)
38 year old Steven Furtick is pastor of 'Elevation Church' - a Southern Baptist multi-site church based in a suburb of Charlotte NC. The church currently has 17 locations - 9 of which are in the Charlotte area. Elevation has neither deacons nor elders. Furtick's salary, that he won’t divulge, is set by a Board of Overseers made up of five out-of-town mega-church pastors he chose including
Dino Rizzo who resigned as pastor of Healing Place Church in 2012 after an inappropriate relationship with a female friend,

Stovall Weems - lead pastor of Celebration church in Jacksonville, FLA, whose home on Tortuga Point Dr. on the Intracoastal Waterway was listed for sale in May 2017 for $1,250,000 but was dropped to $1,190,000 in August 2018.

Perry Noble - of New Springs Church SC. who has been a close friend of Steven Furtick's for years. He has however been ousted by his church for various problems including alcohol. I have no idea whether he is still on Elevation's board of overseers.

Jack Graham, of Prestonwood Baptist Church in Plano, Texas. See Footnote I
Kevin Gerald from Washington state (See further below),

I do not understand how men who have no official connection with Elevation church are on the board that sets Furtick's salary, yet the church members who actually pay all the bills - salaries included) are not privy to that information. One can only assume that Furtick made quite sure that the pastors who approve his salary are men after his own heart - mega-church pastors who all preach their own brand of Christianity. It is said that they are often paid to speak at Elevation events and vice versa.

Also note that this is quite the band of brothers - Rightly or wrongly, they certainly look out for each other. See Footnote I for examples.

When asked about his lifestyle, Steven Furtick said he planned to stay mum about his personal finances. "To go on record and say, 'Here's how much money we've given away and here's what we do with our finances' – to me, that would be the most arrogant thing that I could do and it would rob me of the blessing of doing what Jesus said, which is, 'When you give, you don't get up and tell everybody how much you've given.’ ... (And) I wouldn't do that to my wife and my kids.” [00]

Actually, what Jesus said was when people call attention to their giving it is very likely that their generosity is because they want to be seen as 'good' people. Jesus was warning that when we do good deeds for our own glory, then the attention and applause we receive will be our only reward.

"So when you give to the poor, do not sound a trumpet before you, as the hypocrites do in the synagogues and in the streets, so that they may be honored by men. Truly I say to you, they have their reward in full.  (Matthew 6:2 NASB)
No one is asking how much Steven Furtick is personally giving - They are asking how much he is spending - on himself.

Incidentally, every North Carolina state employee's salary including university staff, from the professors down to the cleaning staff is a matter of public record on THIS web site. In other words, the secular government is more transparent about its spending than Elevation church and many, many more like it.
Elevation Church's Code Orange "Revival" 
Several of the Elevation church's Board of Overseers were (paid?) speakers at Elevation Church's Code Orange "Revival" that drew thousands to the church.

However, while that was to be expected, it is interesting that Matt Chandler, reformed evangelical pastor of The Village Church in Highland Village, Texas was also invited. Chandler "came out both guns blazing and blew the head off Steven Furtick’s favorite Bible technique of allegorizing a text. He (Chandler) said the Bible is not about you.” This obviously didn't go down well with Furtick who is said to have shaken his head during Chandler's sermon with the result, that this sermon was never rebroadcast afterwards like the other speaker's talks were. Later, after various bloggers and Tweeters broke the story of the "censorship", Elevation "reversed their decision" and the sermon was rebroadcast with a lame apology from Furtick.  [01]

Note: Calling this event a 'revival' displays an astounding lack of Biblical knowledge, unfortunately shared by many an orthodox church. A revival is not a planned church service or event. It is an unforeseen almost miraculous happening that comes about when God directly acts to bring a reawakening or revitalization to a group of people. It brings with it a change in character and lifestyle combined with a strong desire for the coming kingdom and much less taste for this one. Men can produce evangelistic campaigns, but they cannot and never have produced a revival. However, God's fire hasn't fallen largely for two reasons. See Why The Fire Hasn't Fallen.
Influence
Although Furtick is said to have a Masters of Divinity degree from Southern Baptist Theological Seminary, he admits that he was greatly influenced by Ed Young, pastor of Fellowship Church in Grapevine, Texas. See further below.
"No conference has had a greater impact on my life and the life of our church than C3," Furtick says in a video published online. "It was at C3 before we started our church that I sat in the back of the room and saw for the first time what the local church was capable of. It was through Ed and Lisa Young's leadership that I saw the creative potential of the church." [02]

And it didn't take long for him to make the transition to the Prosperity doctrine. For example, he

Has preached at T.D. Jakes' church giving Jakes $35,000 dollar gift to honor his "ministry." [03]

Was one of the speakers at Rod Parsley’s Dominion Camp Meeting 2018. [04] See Facebook picture of Furtick and Rod Parsley HERE Calls Joel Osteen a great and humble "man of God"

Has preached on TBN. In their words, "Beginning on Tuesday evenings at 6:30pm, in February (2014,), Steven Furtick, a young, dynamic pastor, will bless and revive our TBN viewers with his energizing ministry of the Word of God." [05]

However, he sometimes approaches the Prosperity Doctrine's version of Give And It Shall Be Given Unto you in very subtle ways. For example in his book Greater.

Furtick's 2014 book - Greater
The fact that Furtick's books Greater made it to number four on the Times list for advice books the week of Sept. 23, 2012 has given him lifelong bragging rights. SEE However, it should be noted that the book was only on the bestseller list for one week and never again. Also note that the dagger "indicates that some retailers report receiving bulk orders."

In the usual fashion of the prosperous "good ol' boys" club, Greater was endorsed by Stovall Weems, Dino Rizzio, Perry Noble, James MacDonald of Harvest Bible chapel in Chicago, Ed Young of Fellowship church in Dallas, Israel Houghton, worship leader at Lakewood, etc. etc.

In Greater Furtick writes that Steve Job's passing made him feel somewhat inadequate inasmuch as Jobs changed the world through technology but he, Furtick, felt like he wasn't doing anything that mattered and would continue to matter. Reading his Bible that night, he felt "compelled" to read a particular Bible verse - John 14:12 that he quotes,

I tell you the truth, anyone who has faith in me will do what I have been doing. He will do even greater things than these, because I am going to the Father.

He then discounts the idea that by 'greater things' Jesus meant that we would do more powerful miracles or impact more people than He did. Instead He is "calling us to be greater with Him through His Spirit within us". Furtick then spoke of many people he had spoken to who were stuck in their relationship with God and/or unsatisfied with the kind of Christian life they were living - in danger of wasting their lives.

Later on (pages 82-83) he relates the story of Elisha, the widow and the miracle of the oil when he was in danger of losing her two children to her creditor. He asked her what she had in the house to which she replied that she had nothing but a little oil. He then instructed her to pour that out into borrowed vessels that, miraculously filled. In the end she had she had enough oil to sell, pay off all her debts and live on what remained.

Furtick points out that she was focused on what she didn't have, but the prophet was focused on what she did have. He gets to the point around pages 86 - 87 when he says you need to work with your limitations and with what you have. In his words (italics in original. Bold mine)
If you'll do your part, God will begin to do what only He can do:

He'll make your box bigger.

How much money do you have? What talents has God given you? How can you grow your church or business with the assets and resources you currently have in place and God will begin to work with it, making much more out of it.

Think of your limitations as fish and loaves that Jesus is eager to bless. He can bless only what you bring. So bring it. And since He can multiply it to the highest power He desires, it really doesn't matter what you start with. As long as it's not zero.

As Elisha would ask, what do you have in your house? [06]


Furtick's Mansion - Paid For by His Mediocre Books?
And in the true tradition of the Prosperity Gospel, Furtick is unapologetic about his $1.7 million 16,000 sq. ft. home (8,400 sq. ft., heated) he and his wife had built on 19 acres in Matthews, NC that he told his congregation was a 'gift from God. As said by world.wng.org
During a service he also told his congregation the station (a local TV station) had flown a helicopter over the house, suggesting the helicopter was an excessive measure since "it isn’t even that big a house, really."

It turned out that the station needed a helicopter because the house sat on a 19-acre lot surrounded by gated communities and similarly sized mansions, posted with no trespassing signs: A helicopter was the only way to get close enough to see it. [07]

Unless of course the aerial view on Google maps happened to be taken in winter when the trees were bereft of leaves.
You will not find Furtick's home in public records unless you are aware that the deed and tax records are under the name Jumper Drive Revocable Trust - the trustee being James "Chunks" Corbett - Chief Financial Officer of Elevation Church. [08]
Has Furtick Sold Enough Book to Pay For That House?
Furtick has claimed that his home was paid for with money from his book sales and publisher advances, rather than his salary from Elevation Church.

"I didn't even build that house with money from the church. I built it with money from my books and I gave money to the church from the books and you start getting real defensive and being like this ain't right. This ain't right," Furtick said during a sermon at Elevation. [09]

However, something that people rarely take into consideration is that Furtick (or any of the other pastors of mega-churches) would never have become so well-known and sold that number of books had it not been for the church. Not only are his books sold in the church's bookstore, promoted in church sermons, but they are also promoted on the church's television broadcasts? In fact,

"Elevation Church has reportedly paid for full page ads to promote Furtick's books. The tax-exempt church has also dished out money for sermons featuring Furtick's books to run on TV. [10]

In 2014, WCNC-TV of Charlotte reported that Furtick was promoting his latest book Crash The Chatterbox from the pulpit at church and that Publisher Waterbook Multnomah, a division of Random House, was pre-selling the book with a buy-one-get-one-free offer through Feb. 14. The timing of the offer gave the book a shot at getting on a New York Times Best Sellers List. [11]

In other words, "you get as many people as possible to buy your book in the first week and that gets reported to the NY Times, which then reports that you are a bestselling author" [12]

Mark Driscoll, pastor of the former Mars Hill Church in Seattle is a prime example of how so-called Christian leaders are not above manipulating book sales to get on the New York Times bestseller list. SEE
Besides which there are a couple of other interesting facts to consider.


It Is Extremely Unlikely That Steven Furtick Has Sold Near Enough Books To Pay For His Mansion 
James Duncan, the owner of the site Pajama Pages, used the Wayback Machine to review the sales ranks of Furtick’s first two books over the first year or so of their release. He discovered that Sun Stand Still (Furtick's most popular book) and Greater both made a strong start, but sales dropped off rather quickly. For example, Sun Stand Still was ranked 62 in September 2010 but dropped to 3,804 by Oct 2013. Greater started out similarly placed in September 2012, but dropped far more quickly to 114,724 just one year later in October 2013.

However, this doesn't tell us how many copies were sold - something that Amazon doesn't reveal. However, some Amazon authors have calculated the relationship between rank and sales. SEE Using their estimates James Duncan went on to say

We can reasonably estimate that Furtick has sold around 87,000 of his books through Amazon, each one contributing about $1.12 to his mansion fund. The New York Times estimates that Amazon has a 25% share of printed books (though much larger for ebooks), so let's quadruple the 87k and say that Furtick has sold 350,000 books through all retail channels. If anything, that's dramatically underestimating Amazon's share of Furtick’s sales because his book is really only going to be available online for most consumers; it's not going to show up often in traditional brick-and-mortar bookstores. That means that he has almost certainly sold fewer than 350,000 books, but we’ll give him the benefit of the doubt and say that he has. It's quite impressive, though it still "only" puts $392,000 into the Furtick house fund. [13]

Furtick went on to write others books including Crash the Chatterbox which, in spite of all efforts ranked at 5,626. (Un)Qualified ranked #46,101. [14]

Changing His Story
If you remember, Furtick told his congregation that his new $1.7 million home was being paid for with his book royalties.

The church has since revised the claim to say advances for book sales paid the down payment for the property but Furtick receives a housing allowance from Elevation Church that is exempt from income taxes, a standard practice among clergy. [15]

Which of course makes Steven Furtick a liar.

It also bring us to a second consideration regarding the 'pastor's' home, or should I say homes.
Steve Furtick's First Two Homes
Elevation Church held its first service in February 2006. According to public records, Steven Furtick had already purchased a home on 2703, Ballade Drive in Matthews, a suburb of Charlotte. They bought the house in in September 2005 for $190,000 and didn't sell it until August 2012.

Then, in November 2007, just a year and a half after Elevation opened its doors, they upgraded to a beautiful 5 bedroom, 3.5 bath, 3440 square foot home second home on 11915 Jumper Drive in Mint Hill, NC. - another Charlotte suburb [16] that again according to public records they paid $362,500 for. [17]

The church was less than two years old and Furtick was able to a second rather high end house without selling the first one - and he managed to hold on to both for close to five years. The second house on Jumper Drive was not sold until December 2014 for $312,000. What is worth paying attention to us the fact that Furtick's first book, Sun Stand Still, was not released until 2010. In other words, he owned two houses on what had to be a pretty comfortable salary.

Besides which, well before his second home sold in December 2014, Furtick was already building, or had already built the mansion he now lives in.

Home 1 - Ballade Drive - September 2005 to August 2012

Home 2 - Jumper Drive in Mint Hill - November 2007 to December 2014

Home 3 - Weddington - Was under construction or already built by 2013.

In other words, in the entire period from November 2007 to December 2014 Furtick was paying for two houses.

Although Furtick has several streams of income - royalties from the sale of his books, being paid to speak at other churches and possibly royalties from the sale of Elevation Worship CD’s, the fact remains that in order to qualify for a very substantial loan one has to show a very substantial regular income. As most people know,

When you apply for a mortgage you generally have to provide the bank with a year or two of tax returns, as well as document all your current sources of income. And in today's tough lending environment, especially in regard to a bank that is going to lend somebody over 1 million dollars to build a home, underwriting standards tend to be very strict. Income received from unusual sources of income, like book royalties, are going to receive a lot of scrutiny. A lender is going to want to see a very solid source of regular income before they approve you for a mortgage. [18]


Celebrity Status 
A 2013 article entitled On God's Stage: Elevation Church says (Emphasis Added)

Furtick does give critics who call him vain some material to work with. He autographs Bibles and likes to mention that Carolina Panther Steve Smith is a friend (Furtick recently preached while wearing Smith's jersey). Elevation's website specifies that being part of the church means believing "Elevation is built on the vision God gave Pastor Steven. We will aggressively defend our unity and that vision." [19]

Also a quick look at Furtick's Facebook page [20] makes it very clear that it is all about Furtick. And no wonder considering the exalted opinion the church has of him.

Presbyterian-raised Tonia Bendickson, a member of the church who oversees the outreach program believes that "Pastor Steven is anointed by God". [21] I guess others must believe that as well. The church also produced an infographic called The "Reasons Elevation Church Is the Best Place to Work" that was featured on their web site and follows in the footsteps of notorious cults. It stated among other things.

•We serve a Lead Pastor who seeks and hears from God.

•We serve a Lead Pastor we can trust.

•We serve a Lead Pastor who goes first. [22]

Silly me! All this time I was under the impression that it was God that we were supposed to be serving.

And people fall for this very dangerous tripe left, right, and center.

One page of a Sunday school coloring book that Elevation produced for its children's ministry depicts Furtick with the caption, "Elevation Church is built on the vision God gave pastor Steven. We will protect our unity in supporting his vision.” As so rightly said,

"Indoctrinating kids with images and messages that discourage dissent and encourage the, ahem, elevation of a religious leader is problematic on many levels. [23]

See picture of coloring book.

Elevation Church has very successfully created their own golden calf. They can be very proud. As the prophet of old once said

Woe to those who call evil good, and good evil; Who substitute darkness for light and light for darkness; Who substitute bitter for sweet and sweet for bitter! (Isaiah 5:20 NASB)
The Anointing
Additionally, the word 'anointed' is so terribly overused term that it would be difficult to find a charismatic/evangelical service/program/tract/book that is not liberally sprinkled with the term.

However, a study of every instance of the word anoint / anointing in the Scriptures shows that they are talking through their proverbial hats. The Bible makes absolutely NO mention of any preachers or teachers being "anointed". Much to the contrary the fact that so many are being called anointed by their fan club, or are even running around calling themselves "anointed" is an extremely ominous sign of the End of Days. See The Anointing

"Haters"
And finally, some time ago Steven Furtick published a video aimed at "haters" - defined as everyone who openly opposes their heresy and false doctrine. He, like many of this remarkably uninformed generation seem never to have opened an English dictionary. They ignorantly throw 'popular' words around like confetti caring little about what they actually mean and the fact that using a word incorrectly gives entirely the wrong impression.

[image: image30.jpg]



https://youtu.be/cIqu9b0iCLA 
As Webster's College Dictionary says, the word 'hate' means "to dislike intensely or passionately; feel extreme aversion for or extreme hostility toward". In other words, there is a world of difference between people who hate you and those who disagree with you.

Sadly, they also claim that their doctrine or position is established on what the Scriptures say and teach. Unfortunately this is miles away from the truth unless you are willing to accept a few isolated and out of context verses. An in-depth and honest study of the Bible will contradict their basic philosophy in virtually every respect. And since they never seem to be able to argue Biblically their only recourse is a desperate and Tele-Furtick T often arrogant slandering of their opponent's character - generally referred to as an 'ad hominem' response.

Anyway back to Furtick's video THAT not only reeks of moral superiority and arrogance, but is creepy in the extreme. I was watching his eyes during the video and would not be at all surprised to know that there was another less than benevolent being that took over in some way. Even my husband - one of the most down to earth people on this planet and who rarely sees beyond the physical, watched Furtick for a minute and then pronounced it "evil". And, judging by the Youtube comments we are not the only ones. I’m really not sure what to think because the picture on the right is how Furtick looked not so long ago.

Note: If opposition to your doctrine and your lifestyle amounts to "hate", then Jesus and the original disciples/apostles and their often intemperate language were the worst kind of haters.

Neither Jesus Himself, nor any of the apostles of the New Testament were jolly good fellows who were polite to everyone and pandered to whatever they happened to believe. Much to the contrary they, in complete disregard of the modern sentiment of not 'offending' anyone, had little problem calling a spade, a spade.

Jesus called the Pharisees, who were respected religious leaders of the day, hypocrites, children of hell, blind guides, fools, serpents, and a generation of vipers. Paul used very 'intemperate' language, and John, the so called "apostle of love", did not mince any words when speaking of people who claimed to know Jesus, but did not obey Him. In fact, he flat out called them "liars".

Why? Because Biblical love did not and does not include quietly standing by while people are led astray by false beliefs. And, if it means publicly denouncing false teachers who are leading others to their death, then so be it.
This, by the way, is the sole reason that this site exists at all. See The Fourth Most Dangerous Mistake Any Christian Can Make Is To Believe That We, As Christians, Are Not To Judge Anything or Anyone. HERE

Footnote I.
Perry Noble: Noble was fired by NewSpring Church (a megachurch in South Carolina) for alcohol abuse and other "unfortunate choices and decisions". This happened on the first of July 2016. Yet, a mere ten days later in an Instagram post Furtick said that to him Noble was "a living example of bold leadership and a singular vision to reach people with the Gospel". SEE [24]

However, Perry Noble's problems extended far beyond alcohol. He once claimed that perhaps there would be fewer homosexuals if there were less greedy Christians who cared enough to tithe and spread the Gospel. Although he says "maybe", the fact remains that he was insinuating a connection. See video on THIS page.  

Also read Noble rescinds the Ten Commandments for 2015 HERE
Dino Rizzo also stepped down from his position stating that he was "not well in his spirit, soul, and body, and in that depleted condition he made decisions in his personal life that were wrong and negatively impacted his marriage, his family and his ability to lead Healing Place Church". There was no admission of guilt, no repentance. In fact the church was not even told that Rizzo was having an affair with a former intern. Chris Hodges, one of Healing Place Church's "overseers", indicated to the congregation that no additional details would be given about the Rizzos. "I know you want more than what's being said here today but can you be OK that the seven of us (overseers) know?" [25]

The end result was that Dino and his wife Delynn moved to Birmingham for a year of "supervised ministry". He served on staff at Church of the Highlands for one year and also serving part-time for the ARC (Association of Related Churches) assisting the team in providing pastoral care for the hundreds of church planters that have planted through the ARC.

Jack Graham: The blog Stop Baptist Predators tells this story (Emphasis Added)

In 1989, Prestonwood church officials learned of allegations that a staff minister, John Langworthy, "acted inappropriately with a teenage student.” A former Prestonwood staff intern, who was there at the time, has said that Langworthy "confessed to molesting boys in the church.” With Jack Graham at the helm, Prestonwood church officials responded by quietly dismissing Langworthy. They got Langworthy off their own turf, and in doing so, they effectively unleashed him into the larger denominational body and placed many more kids at risk. This "cover-up" didn't come to light until two decades later.

John Langworthy left Prestonwood and went to Morrison Heights Baptist Church in Clinton, Mississippi. Like Graham, Mississippi church officials also made grievous mistakes in dealing with abuse accusations. Langworthy has now publicly admitted that he had "sexual indiscretions with younger males" while working at a Texas church. Last week, he was indicted on charges that, even prior to his stint in Texas, he sexually abused five boys from two other Baptist churches in Mississippi. The boys were between 10 and 13 years old. [26] [PLACE IN TEXT]
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Ed Young (Edwin Barry Young) born March 16, 1961

Ed Young, son of Dr. Ed Young senior pastor at Second Baptist Church in Houston, calls himself pastor of his Dallas church but far more resembles a beginning-to-age man about town keen to appear as fun, fashionable, and modern as possible.

If you visit Ed Young's blog (http://edyoungblog.com) the first thing you see are the words "Ed Young Pastor of Tele-Ed Young Blog Fellowship Church" against a very large picture of him (on the right)- not in any church or even vaguely religious setting, but in shorts on a boat. His website (http://edyoung.com) opens with two pictures of himself followed by Ed Young Designs (socks, T-shirts and caps), Ed Young Resources (Creative Messages & Media), followed by Ed Young Devotionals.

In other words, it's all about Ed Young.

While it is not necessary for any pastor to be a doddering old man with a sense of fashion to match Ed Young, an apparently unabashed hedonist, takes the cake in many ways. Let's begin with his hair transplant.
Hair Restoration: 
Young had a hair transplant at the Alvi Armani clinic in Beverly Hills (Before and after pictures on his Instagram account HERE) I guess baldness would hurt his sophisticated man-about-town image.
Hair restoration is certainly not cheap. I read one blog on which someone looking into the procedure stated that the price for "2000-2500 follicular units" which would give the person "a full hairline with temple closure and complete coverage in zone 2 for a full look" was 24k which included all medications, follow up appointments and surgical room costs. However, if he signed up in July or August the price would drop to 15k. [01]
Where "Faith and Fashion Intersect"
Apparently, Ed Young thinks they should intersect. A few years a web site called PastorFashion.com, that he started says it (Emphasis Added) is designed to have some fun with fashion and put it in its proper perspective – its a relevant tool in reaching the world with the hope and love of Jesus. This is a place where pastors (and anyone who shares that perspective) can get some tips on what to wear, how to wear it, and when to wear it. But the ultimate question isn’t "what," "how" or "when?" It's "Who?"  Our fascination with fashion is really just a microcosm of our desire to be clothed in the ultimate designer - Jesus Christ.

BTW the phrase "Faith and Fashion Intersect" is from a video on the last page of the 'welcome' tab on the site on which he goes on to say 

Most people don't think of the runway leading up to the pulpit. But why not?! Why can't the men and women of God set the standard for the rest of the world in fashion as well as faith? That's why we're launching PastorFashion.com. We want to set the trends. [02]

Although I can hardly believe that anyone can be this shallow and this stupid, it certainly seems like Ed Young is. I hate to tell him that he is wasting his time. Where he's going I doubt he is going to give a second thought to what he is wearing.
Italian La Marzocco Espresso Machine
Young has also posted a YouTube video on how to make the perfect espresso. [03] In his lesson he uses a commercial La Marzocco espresso machine. La Marzocco based in Florence, Italy, specializes in producing high end, hand-crafted professional espresso coffee machines with prices to match.
This particular one owned by Ed Young is their Linea 2 group, the only one pictured on the home page of their international site. [04]. Although I doubt this particular model will be featured very long, this site [https://prima-coffee.com/equipment/la-marzocco/linea-2av] prices this espresso maker at $13,500.00.


Promotional Antics?
24-hour "bed in" on the roof of his Dallas church when he and his wife spent 24 hours in a bed - on the roof of Fellowship Church. This happened in 2012 to discuss his new book, Sexperiment which he wrote after challenging married couples in his congregation to strengthen their marriages through seven days of sex. Even in it wasn't a gimmick to heighten interest in the book that is exactly what it did. Sexperiment vaulted into the bestseller list on Amazon for an entire day. [05]

Lifestyle
An excerpt from an article in the Dallas Morning News reads (The article is worth reading in its entirety).

In 2010, WFAA-TV (Channel 8) aired reports on Young's finances and travels after investigating what an anonymous former staffer called the minister's "lavish lifestyle that keeps increasing," including the use of a private jet, a $1.5 million estate on Grapevine Lake (now sold) and a $1.1 million luxury condominium in Miami. Reporter Brett Shipp cited unnamed sources who put the pastor's salary at $1 million and said records revealed Young was paid an annual housing allowance of $240,000...

Young says his salary is set by the church's independent compensation committee in accordance with industry standards that he uses a private jet leased by the church because it is simply more practical with his unyielding travel schedule and that he reimburses the church for any personal trips. [06]


$3 million Home in Dallas
The real estate website Movoto describes Young's 5 bedroom, 6.5 bath 7,027 square foot house on an acre of land in Lennox Lane in Dallas as "elegant and beautifully appointed". Valued at just over $3 million,
This classic estate exudes true character and charm. From the gated entry through the stunning wrought iron and glass doors this magnificent home is dazzling! Attention to every architectural detail and designer finishes create this exceptional home. Towering trees and mature landscape frame the property offering privacy and a park-like setting. The main foyer opens to a light filled living area with high ceilings, exquisite moldings, a great canvas for displaying art. The backyard is captivating with a sparkling pool, spa & water falls. A cabana with a full bathroom and the loggia complete with a built-in kitchen and dining area. Timeless! [07]

$4 million Home in The Florida Keys 

I do not know anything about the above mentioned condo in Miami. However, in January 2017 the Monroe County Historic Preservation Commission met to discuss Lisa and Ed Young's application to install a new 10K Neptune elevator boat lift at their beach home in the Florida Keys that they bought. [08] The home in question is a 5 Bedroom, 5 Bath, 5,764 sq. ft. luxury oceanfront home in Tavernier Florida at the south end of Key Largo.
An elevator takes you from the garage level to the main floor and then up to the top floor master suite (there are two master suites both with open ocean view). The main floor master suite has a hidden outdoor shower, jet tub, and roomy glass shower. The other two bedrooms each have an en-suite bath. A full bath off the entertainment room, a half bath by the gourmet kitchen, an outdoor pool with a walkway that leads onto the beach turning into the pier, and parking for several cars about completes the picture. After seeing a video of the property HERE I am hardly surprised it is valued at close to $ 4 million.

He attempts to justify his lifestyle by saying they are not "the ones with the baggage" and claims that the "puritanical bias that ministers must live modestly "stems from monasticism". "It was popularized in the Catholic church". This is a patently false statement. See Conclusion of this article.
Outreach
While one has to be grateful for even one child whose belly is a little fuller, Fellowship church's outreach program falls a tad short. Both of Young's luxury homes together cost in the vicinity of $7 million yet the church posts that after the 2010 devastating earthquake in Haiti that left thousands of orphans in need they,

Compelled by the love of Jesus, Fellowship Church, and C3 Global partner churches have sponsored orphanages and served over 8 million meals in Haiti. [09]

Except that their website is either not kept up very well or they have no idea how many meals they have provided. Under the heading Hope4Haiti, another page on the same site says they provided 1.6 million meals [10] - in how long? Two things to bear in mind is that

1) Children's meals in Haiti cannot cost that much and 2) Fellowship didn't do it alone but in tandem with their C3 Global partner churches. How many churches are there? While I do not know if it the same organization, the Reaching Haiti 4 Christ Ministries Team (www.hope4haiti.net) is trying to dig a well in Bombardopolis - the western most tip of Haiti. It is estimated to cost $10,000. So far as of October 2018 they have only raised $1,215.

Fellowship church also supports six villages in Guatemala through their partnerships with many different churches and organizations. And through a local church they planted in Nicaragua, they provide a safe and fun place for kids and daily meals. To help provide for these meals they grow watermelon, squash, casaba and melon on our property to insure a proper and full diet for every child. [11] Emphasis Added

Church at Highland Park 
It is no wonder that with his expensive tastes, Ed Young is said to have come up with the idea to launch Fellowship Park Cities in Highland Park Village in Dallas after spending time at the busy Starbucks there that "teems daily with affluent types from Highland Park and University Park, and the parking spots around the coffee house are heavy on the Bentleys, Porsches and spotless Suburbans"...

Young wears a black hoodie with shiny zippers, snug rust-colored pants and chunky lace-up black boots. Later that morning, for the 11:30 service at the mother church, he will don a new outfit: blue oxford button-down, plaid vest, jeans cuffed at the ankles and wing-tips with no socks. (One of Young's side projects is a blog he started, called pastorfashion.com.) [12]
The following excerpts from visit.dallas.com and D Magazine respectively should paint you a picture of this exclusive Dallas suburb.

Often referenced in conversations about the hit 1980's show Dallas and the newly minted Real Housewives of Dallas, it's easy to see why the area is a popular spot for filming. Beautiful homes line the streets of the elite town surrounded by Dallas on three sides, providing a short three-mile trip to Downtown Dallas. [13]

Justifiably known as a wealthy enclave that's becoming seemingly wealthier all the time, it's the small-town charms and some of the best public schools in the state that draw residents to its leafy avenues lined by impressively sized houses. [14]

See Ed Young's and Joel Osteen's love fest. HERE
Rev. Run and T.D. Jakes
By the way, several years ago Fellowship church in Grapevine hosted Rev. Run, founding member of the influential hip-hop group Run-D.M.C.

And did I mention that Young preaching at T.D. Jakes' church in, I believe, 2015, bounded onto stage saying it was great to be back "home" at the Potter's House and that you could not find another couple like T.D Jakes and his wife who are "definitely on a another level". SEE
In a love fest aired on TBN's Praise The Lord, Young opined that Jakes was the "poster child" for creativity - the greatest preacher he has ever heard. He added

The storytelling, how you're so Biblically based, how you're non-linear and yet linear, how you weave in the plot, and at the end - boom! I mean, I have a collection of this guy's tapes in my office. Whenever I get down and depressed, I just pop in Bishop! [15]
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Kevin Gerald 
Kevin Gerald is founder and senior pastor of one of the largest non-denominational congregations in the Pacific Northwest and one of the five Board of Overseers who set Steven Furtick's salary.

Two Church Locations - Two Houses
The church Kevin Gerald leads used to be called Covenant Celebration Church but has been re-named "Champions Centre" that has two locations. The larger one in Tacoma, Washington sits on a 25 acre campus. The other is in Bellevue next door to the College.
Accordingly Kevin Gerald has two homes.

1) A luxurious custom built 4 bedroom, 4.75 bath home in Puyallup WA., just 20 minutes away from the Tacoma "Champions Centre". It was bought in 2016 and is valued at slightly over a million - the taxes are close to $ 12,000 per annum.  The house has a stunning views of the Cascade Range including Mt Rainier with Orting Valley in between. The master bedroom has an en-suite bathroom with a jetted tub, private deck, and an attached sitting area with a gas fireplace. The Basement boasts a large media room and an exercise room.

2) Gerald's other home is in the classy Bellevue Pacific Tower (pictured on the left) - a high-rise condominium building in the downtown area. It boasts 171 units on 24 floors, a 6,000+ square foot health club, sauna, hot tub, heated indoor pool, club room, and roof top garden terrace and a 24-hour concierge service. A 2 bedroom, 2 bathroom condominium rents for about $3500 a month and the purchase prices ranges from $899,000 (2 bedroom) to a 3048 sq. feet, 4 bedroom place prices at $3,299.950.  [01].
Champions Centre
According to their web site, Champions Centre is "attractive, confident and committed". In the few lines that describe what the church is about there is not one word about teaching people to be disciples of Christ or how to live a life that is pleasing to Him. Much to the contrary they say the church
"Is so relevant and clear that lives are forever changed and people are transformed into champions". (Golly! And all this time I thought it was Jesus and the Holy Spirit that transformed lives) and

"Is a church we give our lives for" and that they "value excellence in life and ministry as the only attitude that honors God."  [02]

The Bellevue church says it has free Wi-Fi and is (Emphasis Added) "is a perfect place to meet friends and study. Come join this fun community". [03].

His speaking engagements have him traveling quite extensively. In February of 2018 he was in Rockford, Illinois and Houston, Texas. In April South Africa, Birmingham, and the Life Church in the UK. May saw him in Yakima Wa. New Brunswick and Calgary, Canada. Later on this year he is scheduled to speak in California, Ohio and Florida. [04]


The Year of The Lord's Favor - A Lesson on How To Manipulate Scripture.
Because it echoes everything they believe and teach it is hardly surprising that Kevin Gerald's book Good things: Seeing Your Life Through The Lens Of God's Favor, is endorsed by among others,

Steven Furtick of Elevation (above),

Dr. Ed Young, senior pastor, Second Baptist Church, Houston (See Chapter 1),

'Success Coach Dave Martin' (on the board of Joel Osteen's Champion's Network. See above),
Ed Young - senior pastor Fellowship Church (also above),

Chris Hodges, the Church of the Highlands in Birmingham - Alabama's largest church. In May 2018, Hodges was hosted on TBN by Matt & Laurie Crouch. (Two views of his house on the right)

Marcus D. Lamb - Daystar Television Network. [05].

See Daystar television's Marcus and Joni Lamb being introduced in style that would do Hollywood justice - they are then joined by Kevin and Sheila Gerald. HERE
Quite obviously Kevin Gerald and the people who endorse his books all share the same poor theology. Among other things they all believe that God intended them to be wealthy. Chris Hodges bought his 6500+ sq. ft. home in Birmingham Alabama in 2010 for the cool sum of $890,000.

Anyway, I digress. Here is an example of how a momentous announcement made by Jesus can be made to seem that He was saying something He was not. Chapter three of Kevin Gerald’s book Good things: Seeing Your Life Through The Lens Of God's Favor opens with the words

The Spirit of the Lord is on me, because he has anointed me...
to proclaim the year of the Lord's favor.  Luke 4:18-19

He then adds that in the synagogue that morning, Jesus read a quotation from the prophet Isaiah that he believes "clearly defined his mission and assignment on earth". He goes on to say that "most success coaches recommend that if you want to succeed in life, you need a mission statement" and although Jesus did come to "save the lost" and "give abundant life", proclaiming the year of the Lord's favor was the umbrella over it all. In fact, it was Jesus' "one big, inclusive but clear and very specific mission statement". Gerald then re-quotes Luke 4:18-19.

There is one problem. Kevin left out most of Jesus said. Here is what the Lord said in its entirety in Luke 4:18-19. Note there is nothing about "abundant life".

"The spirit of the Lord is upon me, because He anointed me to preach the gospel to the poor. He has sent me to proclaim release (Gr. aphesis) to the captives, and recovery of sight to the blind, to set free (Gr. aphesis) those who are oppressed, (19) to proclaim the favorable year of the lord." (Luke 4:18-19 NASB)

Eliminating much of Jesus’ statement made it seem that proclaiming the year of the Lord's favor was the primary reason Jesus said He was anointed and sent to earth. Yet, the very first point the Savior made was that He was anointed “to preach the gospel to the poor”. This was followed by release for captives, recovery of sight to the blind, and the setting free those who are oppressed. Only then did He mention proclaiming the favorable year of the Lord.
Isaiah - Setting The Oppressed Free 
Here is what Isaiah said in the 61st chapter of his book

The Spirit of the Lord God is upon me, Because the Lord has anointed me to bring good news to the afflicted; He has sent me to bind up the brokenhearted, To proclaim liberty to captives And freedom to prisoners; To proclaim the favorable year of the Lord and the day of vengeance of our God; To comfort all who mourn, (Isaiah 61:1-2 NASB)

However, this statement did not originate with Isaiah, but was based on Leviticus 25:10

You shall thus consecrate the fiftieth year and proclaim a release through the land to all its inhabitants. It shall be a jubilee for you, and each of you shall return to his own property, and each of you shall return to his family.  (Leviticus 25:10 NASB)

When Isaiah referred to the year of Jubilee he did something that was not exactly unknown to many of the Hebrew prophets - He took a past event and applied it to the future. In other words, although he may not have completely understood it himself, Isaiah told us that the total forgiveness of debt in the Old Testament in the year of Jubilee was a 'type', a forerunner of a much larger event in the future - the coming of the Messiah. See Typology
Jesus - Setting The Oppressed Free 
After read the text from Isaiah, Jesus added "Today this Scripture has been fulfilled in your hearing." In other words, e was telling His audience that He was the subject of Isaiah's prophecy. He was Israel's Messiah. The acceptable year of the Lord - the year that Jesus began his ministry opening the period when God was willing to receive sinners who came to Him.

However, note that Jesus stopped short before Isaiah's words "the day of vengeance," simply because the ‘day of vengeance’ applied to His second coming. His first Coming was strictly to preach the Gospel and free the oppressed. The day of vengeance is still in the future.


Mission Statement? 
Actually, there was something else that Jesus said which He repeated many times. It was summarized by Mark's description of Christ's ministry. (Emphasis Added)

Now after John had been taken into custody, Jesus came into Galilee, preaching the gospel of God, and saying, "The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is at hand; repent and believe in the gospel." (Mark 1:14-15 NASB)

In fact, Jesus never stopped talking about the "kingdom of God", which phrase is used over 50 times in the Gospels. Matthew, however, used it only four times, apparently preferring the synonymous "kingdom of heaven", which occurs 32 times in his book alone.

Jesus even said that the proclamation of the Kingdom was the reason He was sent to earth.

But He said to them, "I must preach the kingdom of God to the other cities also, for I was sent for this purpose." (Luke 4:43 NASB)

Sounds like a 'mission statement' to me
Conclusion
Ultimately Isaiah 61:1-2 and Luke 4:18-19 verse is about God's favor but only in respect to salvation. Sadly, Kevin Gerald interprets it as (Emphasis Added)

The old "on again, off again" relationship between God and his people was about to be replaced by a never-ending, ongoing commitment of God's favor to all mankind.

Comparing it to the procedure used on 'The Voice', Gerald goes on to say that God's message is

"I've heard enough! Now I want to go from being your judge to helping you be everything you can be". (Pg. 17)

And then on page 21 he says God's favor is forever
Do not make the mistake of even subconsciously seeing God's favor as having seasons, quotas, terms, and conditions.

When the Scriptures so clearly point out that "the eyes of the Lord are toward the righteous, and his ears attend to their prayer, but the face of the Lord is against those who do evil."  (1 Peter 3:12 NASB) how can anyone say there are no conditions?


End Notes - Kevin Gerald 
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Joseph Prince (born 15 May 1963)

[image: image6.jpg]


Joseph Prince was born to a Chinese mother and a Sikh father. His birth name was Xenonamandar Jegahusiee Singh which he understandably changed. Of course why he chose "Prince" as a last name is something I would dearly love to know.
Prince is senior pastor of New Creation Church in Singapore that was founded in 1984 and has grown to more than 30,000 members today. While I have been unable to find out much about his personal finances, the amount of money his church spends is nothing short of staggering.  An older article on asiaone.com states that in 2010, (Emphasis Added) "members of the megachurch donated an impressive $21.1 million towards its multimillion-dollar building fund". Even more impressively, this was done in less than 24 hours and "breaks the church's record of over $18.8 million raised last February (2009), and $18 million raised in April 2008.' [01]

Six years later in early 2016, The Straits Times reported that "New Creation Church, a fund-raising powerhouse" [02], had fully paid for its 5,000-seat Star Theatre (where the English services take place). The Star Theatre is located within the $500 million Star Performing Arts Centre which is operated by the church's business arm, Rock Productions. [02]
Motivated to search for a larger venue to accommodate our growing church, our business entity, Rock Productions Pte Ltd, took part in and was awarded the tender to build, lease and operate an integrated civic, cultural, retail and entertainment hub, The Star, in 2007.

The Star comprises two zones. The retail and entertainment zone from Basement 1 to Level 2, known as The Star Vista, is managed by CapitaMalls Asia Limited. (Note: The mall cost about $477 million to develop)

The civic and cultural zone, spanning levels 3 to 11 and known as The Star Performing Arts Centre (The Star PAC), is owned by Rock Productions. The centrepiece of The Star PAC is The Star Theatre, a state-of-the-art, 5000-seater auditorium which is used for our English services. Churchgoers at The Star Theatre are seated across three tiers – Stall, Circle 1 and Circle 2. Various other supporting spaces such as The Star Gallery, The Star Studios and The Star Loft house our Rock Kidz classes for children. [03]

In other words, the division between church and business have so blurred that one has to wonder if the two can even be separated.
Among other things the 'Amenities page' on the church web site lists the following

The general Information Counter and Rock Kidz Information Counter are both located within the Box Office on Level 3.

"Pastor Joseph Prince’s books, CDs and DVDs, and music albums by our church are available at NCC Resource located on level 5."

"Rock Gifts & Book Centre on Level 2 of The Star Vista "carries a wide range of books, music, sermon CDs, DVDs and gifts".

And of course, let's not forget that a "wide variety of food and beverage outlets are available for you to enjoy your meal and fellowship at before or after services". [04]

It is a tragedy beyond belief that churches feel it necessary to spend this kind of money on a building and their staff. Asiaone.com also reported that checks from 2009 reveal that "the church paid one employee between $500,001 and $550,000 in its previous financial year, but the church did not confirm if the amount went to senior pastor Joseph Prince". [05] He however, hasn't taken a salary after that year.
Joseph Prince
Joseph has spoken in several different countries around the globe, including Israel, Norway, Germany, Holland, the UK, the US, Canada, Australia, and Asia. In fact, Grace Revolution Church opened its doors in Dallas, Texas just four years ago in 2014. (Although the web site says Dallas, services are held in nearby Irving).

Apparently, after God gave him the "mandate" to preach pure and unadulterated grace (during a vacation in the Swiss Alps no less) - "without attempting to balance, or mix, it with the law" Joseph is said to have fully embraced the instructions and has not looked back.

And every week, testimonies pour in telling of hearts and minds liberated, bodies healed and made whole, lives impacted and transformed, marriages rescued and restored, and addictions and bondages destroyed. The Lord has brought about these amazing breakthroughs just by people hearing the unadulterated gospel of grace preached. This is the truth that has changed countless lives — it is no longer about what we need to do or what we have done to earn God's approval, but all about what Jesus has done for us! [06]

"Testimonies pour in"? Who are these people and where are they? Have any of the physical healings or freedom from addictions been verified by a doctor unconnected with the church?  Remember that Benny Hinn also makes some extravagant claims but has only been unable to point to more than a handful of people who were supposed to have been healed and none of those were medically verified.

In The Secret to Great Faith - Chapter 21 of his book Destined to Reign, Joseph Prince expresses his admiration for Kenneth Hagin, saying

I give thanks to God for my roots in the Word of Faith teachings. It is truly on the shoulders of great men of God like Brother Kenneth E. Hagin that we are able to see further into the Word of God today.” Growing up, I learned a lot about faith from Brother Hagin, who truly has a special revelation of faith from the Lord, I deeply honor and respect him for all that he has taught me".


The Mind of Christ - A Second Lesson on How to Manipulate Scripture
This admiration also come through in an article entitled The Mind Of Christ Doesn't Grow Old posted on Joseph Prince Ministries

When the late Reverend Kenneth E Hagin was in his eighties, he was still healthy and strong. This amazing man of God would run around the platform as he preached. And those who have heard him preach would tell you that he had an amazing memory with which he could recall specific details such as the day of the week that a specific date fell on and even the time. Even at that age, the man’s memory was superb! [07]

This teaching is also a powerful demonstration of how faith teachers impose their ideas on Biblical text. The article says "My friend, the Word of God says that you have the mind of Christ. The mind of Christ is not old, slow or forgetful! I don't care how old you get. You don't have to become forgetful".

This is supposedly based on 1 Corinthians 2:16, except that the only part of the verse quoted (at the top of the page) is "...we have the mind of Christ". However, what you need to do with this verses as with all others is read it in context,

(14) But a natural man does not accept the things of the Spirit of God, for they are foolishness to him; and he cannot understand them, because they are spiritually appraised. (15)  
But he who is spiritual appraises all things, yet he himself is appraised by no one. (16) For who has known the mind of the lord, that he will instruct him? But we have the mind of Christ. (1 Corinthians 2:14-16 NASB. Emphasis Added)

It should now be very obvious that the mind of Christ does not mean the believer has perfect memory but has, as commentator Albert Barnes writes, "The views, feelings, and temper of Christ. Because we are influenced by his Spirit we are capable of receiving the teachings of his Spirit which a 'natural man' cannot do.

See Context Is Crucial
Poor and Sick Believers
In his book, Unmerited Favor: Your Supernatural Advantage for a Successful Life, he says Isaiah 40:31 promises this

But they that wait upon the Lord shall renew their strength; they shall mount up with wings as eagles; they shall run, and not be weary; and they shall walk, and not faint. (Isaiah 40:31) (Emphasis his)

And goes to say "there is no such thing as a "prosperity gospel." There is only the gospel of Jesus Christ"... What would you rather I preach about? That God wants you to remain sick and poor? Imagine going to your unbelieving friends and telling them, "Hey, God wants you to be sick and poor. Do you want to be a Christian?" (Pg. 236)

The problem is that there is absolutely nothing in the Bible that can be seen as God wanting us to be sick and poor. Not only were many of the Old Testament players, including Abraham, Job, Solomon, David etc. very wealthy, but the New Testament tells us numerous times that Jesus was "moved with compassion" because the people were sheep without a shepherd (Matthew 9:36), when they were hungry ((Matthew 15:32), when they were sick - blind (Matthew 20:34 ), leprous (Mark 1:41), demon possessed (Mark 5:19) and even dead (Luke 7:13). In fact, He ”went about all the cities and villages, teaching in their synagogues, and preaching the gospel of the kingdom, and healing every sickness and every disease among the people.  (Matthew 9:35).

We are still burdened with the misfortune of living in a sad and sin ridden world and people get sick.

Which brings me to Isaiah 40:31 that we have to understand as the author intended it to be understood - This means that you first have to think who the message was given to, in what circumstances, and how the message would affect the listeners. Prophetic passages often had a dual meaning. They not only predicted something in the future, but were applied first to the immediate audience.

In this case, the primary reference was to the people who were soon to be exiles in Babylon (See verse 7 of the previous chapter). The prophet God was telling them that they should put confidence in the Father's infinite power. That they needed to believe that He was not only able to save them, but would do so and they should wait on him who alone could renew their strength. (Isaiah 40: 26-31).

Similarly, we can gain confidence and strength from Isaiah 40. By contemplating the promises of God we "will gain new strength.” 

"will mount up with wings like eagles" soaring above any trials and tribulations we may face in the present time.

"will run and not get tired.” - which means we will gain endurance.

This was echoed by the author of the book of Hebrews

Therefore, since we have so great a cloud of witnesses surrounding us, let us also lay aside every encumbrance and the sin which so easily entangles us, and let us run with endurance the race that is set before us, fixing our eyes on Jesus, the author and perfecter of faith, who for the joy set before Him endured the cross, despising the shame, and has sat down at the right hand of the throne of God. For consider Him who has endured such hostility by sinners against Himself, so that you will not grow weary and lose heart. (Hebrews 12:1-3 NASB)

However, waiting is not a passive do-nothing state. Psalms 37:7-9 says

Rest in the Lord and wait patiently for Him; do not fret because of him who prospers in his way, Because of the man who carries out wicked schemes. Cease from anger and forsake wrath; do not fret; it leads only to evil doing. For evildoers will be cut off, but those who wait for the Lord, they will inherit the land.

The earlier verses tell us what is involved in this 'waiting'

Trust in the Lord and do good; dwell in the land and cultivate faithfulness. Delight yourself in the Lord; And He will give you the desires of your heart. Commit your way to the Lord, Trust also in Him, and He will do it. He will bring forth your righteousness as the light and your judgment as the noonday. (Psalms 37:3-6 NASB)


Reign in Life? - How to Prove Your Point by Explaining One Greek Word and Neglecting The Other.
In his book Destined to Reign Joseph Prince, echoing the philosophy of all prosperity teachers, wrote

If you are living a life of defeat, of being defeated by sin, by perpetual guilt and condemnation, by sicknesses, by anxiety attacks, and by broken relationships, you are not living the life that God intended for you. Based on the authority of God's word, you are destined to "reign in life" as a king, to have kingly dominion over all your challenges and circumstance. You are called to be above them all and not be trampled by them. The time has come for you to stop abdicating your right to reign in life!

And adds

"The Bible states very clearly that we are to reign in life through Jesus Christ just by receiving two things from Him: The abundance of grace and the gift of righteousness."

Prince bases this on Romans 5:17 that says in part that "those who receive the abundance of grace and of the gift of righteousness will reign in life through the One, Jesus Christ". He explains his interpretation of the verse by saying:

The word "reign" used in Romans 5:17 is the Greek word basileuo where you get the English word "basilica". In ancient Rome, basilicas were used as law courts. So it refers to a kingly judicial rule. In other words, to reign here is to reign in life as a king, to have kingly rule and to possess kingly dominion.

For the purpose of this topic, this is a fair enough understanding of the Roman basilica. (Incidentally, although so many Christian churches have been patterned after this style of building, few ask where the idea of the basilica came from. See * below) However, Prince neglected to explain one other word in Roman 5:17, and that is the word "life" rendered from the Greek zôe - "those who receive the abundance of grace and of the gift of righteousness will reign in life (zôe) through the One, Jesus Christ"

Zôe occurs over 130 times in the New Testament but here is where Prince's theory falls flat on its face. Virtually every single time zôe is used, it refers not to our few years on earth, but to eternal life.

"If your hand or your foot causes you to stumble, cut it off and throw it from you; it is better for you to enter life (Gr. zoe) crippled or lame, than to have two hands or two feet and be cast into the eternal fire.  (Matthew 18:8 NASB)

"I am the bread of life (Gr. zoe).  (John 6:48 NASB)

For you have died and your life (Gr. zoe) is hidden with Christ in God.  (Colossians 3:3 NASB)

but now has been revealed by the appearing of our Savior Christ Jesus, who abolished death and brought life (Gr. zoe) and immortality to light through the gospel,  (2 Timothy 1:10 NASB)

But after the three and a half days, the breath of life (Gr. zoe) from God came into them, and they stood on their feet; and great fear fell upon those who were watching them.  (Revelation 11:11 NASB)

'Do not fear what you are about to suffer. Behold, the devil is about to cast some of you into prison, so that you will be tested, and you will have tribulation for ten days. Be faithful until death, and I will give you the crown of life (Gr. zoe).  (Revelation 2:10 NASB)

In fact, zoe is often combined with the Greek word aionios or eternal.

And someone came to Him and said, "Teacher, what good thing shall I do that I may obtain eternal (Gr. aionios) life? (Gr. zoe)?    (Matthew 19:16 NASB)

"These will go away into eternal punishment, but the righteous into eternal (Gr. aionios) life? (Gr. zoe). (Matthew 25:46 NASB)

For the one who sows to his own flesh will from the flesh reap corruption, but the one who sows to the Spirit will from the Spirit reap eternal (Gr. aionios) life (Gr. zoe).Galatians 6:8 NASB 

In John's first Epistle, not only does the apostle tell us that "He who has the Son has the life" - pretty much what Paul said in Romans 5:17, but John specifies the life he is speaking about is eternal life.

And the testimony is this, that God has given us eternal life, and this life is in His Son. He who has the Son has the life; he who does not have the Son of God does not have the life. (1 John 5:11-12 NASB)

And, if we would ever learn to read in context, Paul was also referring to eternal life in Romans 5.
(16) The gift is not like that which came through the one who sinned; for on the one hand the judgment arose from one transgression resulting in condemnation, but on the other hand the free gift arose from many transgressions resulting in justification.  (17)  For if by the transgression of the one, death reigned through the one, much more those who receive the abundance of grace and of the gift of righteousness will reign in life through the One, Jesus Christ (18) So then as through one transgression there resulted condemnation to all men, even so through one act of righteousness there resulted justification of life to all men. (19) For as through the one man's disobedience the many were made sinners, even so through the obedience of the One the many will be made righteous. (20) The Law came in so that the transgression would increase; but where sin increased, grace abounded all the more,  (21)  so that, as sin reigned in death, even so grace would reign through righteousness to eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord. (Romans 5:16-21 NASB)

Other verses also tell us that in the world to come, we will reign with Christ.

And there will no longer be any night; and they will not have need of the light of a lamp nor the light of the sun, because the Lord God will illumine them; and they will reign forever and ever.  (Revelation 22:5 NASB)

But remember - If we endure, we will also reign with Him; If we deny Him, He also will deny us; (2 Timothy 2:12 NASB)

* In summary, Constantine made Christianity the state religion and built a number of churches fashioned after the Roman Basilicas, which were, in turn, modeled after The Karnak Great Hypostyle Hall. Karnak was the largest religious sanctuary in Egypt's imperial capital of Thebes, and was dedicated to the god Amun Ra. A few decades later another Roman emperor issued an edict forbidding "heretics" to call their "conventicles", churches.  In other words, private meetings for religious worship was punishable by law. See Where Christians Assemble.  www.inplainsite.org/html/tc02-where_christians_assemble.html
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T.D. (Thomas Dexter) Jakes (June 9, 1957)
[image: image7.jpg]


is the chief pastor of a non-denominational American megachurch, with 30,000 members, located in Dallas, Texas. It is called The Potter's House from Jeremiah 18 because as he once said, they are geared toward mending broken lives, regardless of what color they are.
He certainly has his fingers in numerous pies. According to his web site he is one of most influential voices in America. His books, music, plays, movies, conferences and festivals have ignited the hearts and minds of millions. TDJAKES.COM extends his inspirational mission by publishing insightful, informative and rewarding content in order to motivate readers to live a life marked by purpose, power, vision, growth, love and faith. T. D. Jakes.com provides the tools that will help you fulfill your destiny. [01]

Jakes has authored more than 30 books, two of which reached No. 3 on The New York Times Best Sellers list. His music label Dexterity Sounds produced the Grammy Award-winning A Wing and a Prayer. He has appeared as a guest on Dr. Phil, The Doctors, Oprah, CNN, and MSNBC, and has been profiled in Forbes, The Washington Post, Essence, TIME, Ebony etc. He was also named by Time magazine as "America's Best Preacher" ... except that a secular liberal magazine probably knows next to nothing about good or bad preaching.

T.D. Jakes' church services and evangelistic sermons are broadcast on The Potter's Touch, which airs on the Trinity Broadcasting Network, Black Entertainment Television, the Daystar Television Network and, I believe on The Miracle Channel in Canada. Other aspects of Jakes' ministry include an annual revival called "MegaFest" (that draws more than 100,000 people during that period of time), an annual women's conference called "Woman Thou Art Loosed", and gospel music recordings.
TDJ Enterprises 
A 2015 article in Variety reports that

When he isn't wearing his "bishop" hat, Jakes makes time to serve in a completely separate capacity as CEO of TDJ Enterprises, a for-profit company in its 20th year. "Our company has actually existed longer than the Potter's House (his church),” Jakes says. "Before I was nationally known, I was leading an enterprise."

During its two decades TDJ has quietly succeeded in publishing, music and film. Jakes is the best-selling author of 40 books, has created nearly 20 albums under his Dexterity Sounds label — even winning a Grammy — and has eight film credits, with the ninth movie due out in March. [02]

It is no wonder then that (at least according to The Richest) he has an estimated net worth of $18 million. [07] However, the web site Ghpage.Com says Forbes lists his 2018 net worth at $147 Million. [03]
Bishops Village 
Jakes' latest endeavor is Bishops Village - a streaming video channel that streams directly to your smart phone, tablet, or computer and features exclusive new videos every day. You can ask even question and have them answered on video It is said to be

...more than a video channel.  This is a community!  God does wondrous things when we come together and that is the guiding light of this channel - our village!  Let's build this place BIG so that, together, we can achieve the great plans God has for us! [04]

Jakes says the hundreds of shows, with more added daily will help you to transform your life [03]. Although you can share your favorite videos on Facebook, membership to bishopsvillage.com costs $9.95 a month - the annual recurring subscription is $99.95 that saves you $19.45 a year. [05].
Strength of Character 
Jakes' inspiring early life and his relationship with his wife say a lot about his character.

Just six months into their marriage, Bishop Jakes and Serita survived a horrific car crash that left Serita with severe leg and foot injuries. Doctors weren't sure she would ever walk again.... Bishop Jakes focused his energy and attention on her immediate care. As he said "I prayed for her, I took care of her, I cooked for her, I washed her hair, I taught her how to walk — literally. [I] stood in front of her and said, 'You can do this,’ and taught her to walk again,” he says.
Eventually, Serita made a full recovery. It wasn't easy for either of them, but both believe it only made them closer. "It brought us together,” Bishop Jakes says. "We have an unexplainable connection... I guess, at the core, we're friends.” [06]


The Other Side of the Coin
There is no question that Jakes has helped an uncountable number of people who have suffered from emotional, physical, or sexual abuse, addressing issues that most other churches unfortunately don't go anywhere near. Along with several other ministries, Potter's House also runs The Guardian's Ministry that "serves the physical and spiritual needs of our homeless. Weekly, volunteers of the Guardian Ministry take to the streets of Dallas to pick up our homeless, feed them, clothe them and allow them the opportunity to worship with us". [07]

Unfortunately there is a more troubling side to T.D. Jakes.

Although he vehemently denies being a prosperity preacher, the things he says, the way he lives, and the people he often associates with give lie to his denials. For example,

Jakes has appeared on TBN, is Paula White's 'mentor', has shared the stage with the likes of Benny Hinn, Rod Parsley, Joyce Meyer, etc.

He calls Ed Young Jr, one of the great jewels in the body of Christ - a trend setter who has blessed the body of Christ far beyond the parameters of the church

The next 'Woman Thou Are Loosed' conference to be held in the third week of October 2018, has Juanita Bynum as one of the features guest speakers. [08]

According to an older article on Religion News Service, in October of 2011 TD Jakes' "Woman Thou Art Loosed" was held at Joel Osteen's Lakewood Church. Friend Paula White was a scheduled speaker. (In 2006 Jakes received a brand new convertible Bentley from Paula White)

In 1996, when he moved to Dallas and founded the Potter's House, he bought a luxurious seven-bedroom home complete with swimming pool in the White Rock Lake area of Dallas. A 1996 article in the Dallas Observer reported that at the time, Jakes drove ... a brand-new Mercedes. Both he and his wife Serita are routinely decked out in stunning jewelry. His West Virginia residence - two homes side by side - includes an indoor swimming pool and a bowling alley. These homes particularly caused the ire of local folks. [09]

In 2001 the Washington Post described it so,

Flanked by a row of elegant cedars and surrounded by a tall iron gate, the $2.6 million pink brick house with fluted cream columns and a four-car garage is imposing even in this affluent neighborhood. Next door is the former mansion of oil tycoon H.L. Hunt, once known as the richest man in the world. The Hunt house has been undergoing repairs, and its lawn has withered to beige. These days it almost pales in comparison with its neighbor. [10]

Jakes said the home cost more than $1 million, adding that he thinks "we need some Christians who are in first class as well as coach” [11]. 

However, in 2004 the perpetually 'upwardly mobile' Jakes purchased this 14,346 sq. ft. mansion in Fort Worth, TX for $5,575,000 [12] also located in Tarrant County, less than 40 miles away from Kenneth Copeland's house and airport.
Built on almost 18 acres of land, the interior of the house boasts Decorative Lighting, Intercom, Multiple Staircases, Smart Home System, Sound System Wiring, Vaulted Ceilings, and a Wet Bar. The exterior Covered Porch(es), Gazebo/Pergola, Greenhouse, Guest Quarters, Lighting System, Open and covered Patios, A Sprinkler System, Stable/Barn, Storage Building, Tennis Court, and a garage that can house 7 cars. 

The many trees on the property precludes a clear aerial view of the property however Coldwell Banker has one picture on their site. 

Jakes bristles at the thought that some may believe his ministry's wealth is incompatible with Christian ministry.

"Anytime that you say that if I was a Buddhist I could be wealthy, if I was the head of Nation of Islam I could be wealthy, if I ran the Mafia I could be wealthy, but because I'm a Christian I'm forbidden from being wealthy, there's something real sick about that," [13]

Sadly this is a ridiculous assertion. The Bible never once condemns the wealthy just because they have money. In fact some of God's finest... Abraham, David and Job for example, were men of substance. And although he eventually fell rather badly, King Solomon was wealthy by any standard.

However, the rich men in the Bible were nearly all in the Old Testament - the New Testament emphasizing spiritual not material prosperity. It also consistently warns that wealth and possessions can distract us from what is truly important - like quicksand sucking us slowly downward. See God and Money - Chapter VII of The Prosperity Gospel and The Word of Faith Movement.
Jesus Was a Rich Man
Jakes justifies his lifestyle by using Jesus as an example of a rich Christian making some outrageous statements in the process. For example,

"The myth of the poor Jesus needs to be destroyed, because it's holding people back," [14]

"Jesus "employed" 12 people to help spread his message, Jakes says, as though the apostles were on salary".

He also asked

Why else would Roman soldiers have gambled for his cloak as Jesus lay dying on the cross, if the cloak hadn't been unusually valuable?
See Was Jesus a Rich Man? - the misquoted and out of context verses prosperity preachers use in the effort to support their point of view.
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According to his web site, John C. Hagee is the founder and Senior Pastor of Cornerstone Church in San Antonio, Texas, a non-denominational evangelical church with more than 22,000 active members.
John Hagee Ministries occupies a 50,000 square-foot production center which houses both radio and television studios, 100 telephone prayer partners, and a vast distribution center. Currently, Hagee telecasts on eight major networks, 162 independent television stations, and 51 radio stations throughout the globe broadcasting in over 190 nations... [01]

It certainly is a family business. His wife, Diana Hagee coordinates all special events for Hagee Ministries, Cornerstone Church, Cornerstone Christian Schools, and Christians United for Israel. Their son Matthew Charles Hagee is the "Executive Pastor" of Cornerstone. He and his wife Kendal co-host The Difference, a popular faith-based talk show. Diana and her daughter-in-law Kendal together lead the Women's Ministries. [02]

Christians United for Israel, the organization that Hagee founded (and is now National Chairman of) promotes the idea that Christians have a biblical obligation to defend Israel. In fact, Hagee delivered the benediction at the ceremony marking the relocation of the US Embassy in Israel to Jerusalem.

Finances
In 2004 Hagee converted his nonprofit Global Evangelism Television (GETV) into a church which meant he was no longer obliged to file a publicly available tax return. However, before he did so Hagee was known to be the highest-paid nonprofit executive in San Antonio, with an income of over $1 million a year. According to the 990 forms for GETV, the organization in 2001 netted $12.3 million from donations, $4.8 million in profit from the sales of books and tapes, and an additional $1.1 million from various other sources, including rental income. As the nonprofit organization's president, Hagee drew $540,000 in compensation, as well as an additional $302,005 in compensation for his position as president of Cornerstone Church, according to GETV's tax statements.

He also received $411,561 in benefits from GETV, including contributions to a retirement package for highly paid executives the IRS calls a "rabbi trust," so named because the first beneficiary of such an irrevocable trust was a rabbi.

The John Hagee Rabbi Trust includes a $2.1 million 7,969-acre ranch outside Brackettville, with five lodges, including a "main lodge" and a gun locker. It also includes a manager's house, a smokehouse, a skeet range and three barns. [03]

In other words, he received $842,005 in compensation and $414,485 in benefits. And that wasn't all.

"Diana Hagee received compensation of $67,907 as vice president of GETV and $58,813 as the special events director for Cornerstone Church." [04]

Incidentally, the ranch in Brackettville was bought by John C. Hagee Royalty Trust, whose trustee is Hagee's brother-in-law Scott Farhart, "The property includes the Hagee-owned LaFonda Ranch, which has its own private airstrip, where televangelist and Hagee friend Kenneth Copeland landed his aircraft for a weekend of hunting rare exotic game". [05]
Current Home
John Hagee and family seems to have downgraded - some. They now live in what is described as "spacious two-story single-family home" in San Antonio, TX.

Spacious? I'll say!

The house is fifty-three hundred square foot and boasts 6 bedrooms, 4 baths and a garage of about near sixteen hundred square feet. [06]


Doctrine
First Fruits
An older article in Charisma magazine stated that when the San Antonio Express-News questioned the income Hagee received from his Global Evangelism Television, Hagee told Charisma that he is unapologetic for his income, but at the same time he distances himself from preachers who promote a so-called prosperity gospel. His position is that he made his money the old-fashioned way -- by working for it. [07]

See The Prosperity Gospel and The Word of Faith Movement
He may not teach the seed faith concept in exactly those words (see introduction in the Word-of-faith article linked above), but John Hagee tells people that if they ignore "the law of first fruits" - if they do not give God what is rightfully His, they will never experience the fullness of God's presence and joy in their lives. In his words, they "reject the blessings" that God has in store for them. [08]

Note: Paula White teaches that making a donation to her ministries honors the religious principle of "first fruit").

Although there is no question that God should come first in the lives of believers, and the seeking of the kingdom should be their foremost priority, nothing in the Bible says keeping the Lord first means "you will find yourself living a life filled with the good things of the Lord" as he goes on to say.

If you follow the principle of first-fruits, and make a commitment to keep the Lord first in your life, you will find yourself living a life filled with the good things of the Lord. This doesn’t mean you will never encounter a problem, but it does mean that He will walk with you through every storm and He promises to bless you in ways you cannot even imagine. [09]

The Seven Feasts of Israel were instituted by the Lord Himself when the nation of Israel was encamped at the foot of Mount Sinai. The historic and prophetic significance of the Feasts is one of the most fascinating of all Biblical studies because God's entire plan of salvation for mankind from start to finish, is outlined by these feasts.

For example, the Feast of First-fruits, on the 17th day of Nisan, was a celebration of the harvest, when a sheaf representing the very first of the harvest was waved before the Lord, as a symbolic gesture that dedicated the coming harvest to Him. Jesus rose from the dead on the Feast of First-fruits. His resurrection was like a wave offering presented to the Father as the first-fruits of the harvest to come at the end of the age. The Apostle Paul said...

But now Christ has been raised from the dead, the first fruits of those who are asleep. For since by a man came death, by a man also came the resurrection of the dead. For as in Adam all die, so also in Christ all will be made alive. But each in his own order: Christ the first fruits, after that those who are Christ's at His coming, (1 Corinthians 15:20-23 NASB) 

See The Seven Feasts of Israel
Tithing
According to John Hagee's Controversial Gospel by Sarah Posner, he once said (Emphasis Added)

 "God Almighty controls the economy of America, and God controls your income! Your source is God, not the United States government.  ... When you give to God, He controls your income. There is no such thing as fixed income in the Kingdom of God. Your income is controlled by your giving." Believing or not believing in these principles is one's choice, and if you make the wrong choice, you've clearly sided with Satan and will be cursed financially: "The difference between living a life of prosperity and a life of poverty is a matter of choice. ... Tithing is a choice. If you choose to not tithe, you will be living under a financial curse." [10]

While the prosperity doctrine preachers take it to dizzying heights, most of the church's knowledge of tithing extends to a few out of context verses dragged out to make their case that tithing is biblically required - Malachi 3:8 is a prime example.  Few have done an in-depth study of the subject, but isn't that par for the course in today's church? Anyway, for those who do care what the Bible actually says about tithing, here is a detailed article. Tithing
False Prophecy - The Four 'Blood Moons'.
Some of the terms Hagee used in his 2013 book 'Four Blood Moons' may need some clarification. A "blood moon" refers to the coppery color the moon takes on during an eclipse. A "tetrad" is four consecutive total lunar eclipses approximately six lunar months apart.

The dates of the last 'Tetrad' were April 15, 2014; October 8, 2014; and April 4, 2015. The last was scheduled for the night of September 27-28 2015. This tetrad was broadcast by Hagee all over the Christians world as being a signal being sent by God. He claimed that

"The coming four blood moons points to a world-shaking event that will happen between April 2014 and October 2015,

2015 has come and gone and the world is still spinning on its axis, yet there has not been a single word from Hagee. As even Charisma Magazine said

So, again, where is the accountability? Where is the repentance in the prophetic ministry? 
Why is it OK to get up on a megaplatform and prophesy things with specific date with no way of escape and move on to the next megaplatform (or internet) without ever looking back at the mess you left behind? Why is it OK to charge for personal prophesy at the altar? Why is it OK to scare people half to death in the name of Jesus when we know God does not give us a spirit of fear? I ask you, where is the fear of the Lord? [11]

The author of the article left one thing out - the fate of false prophets that is not an enviable one

"Did you not see a false vision and speak a lying divination when you said, 'The Lord declares,' but it is not I who have spoken?"'" Therefore, thus says the Lord God, "Because you have spoken falsehood and seen a lie, therefore behold, I am against you," declares the Lord God. "So My hand will be against the prophets who see false visions and utter lying divinations. They will have no place in the council of My people, nor will they be written down in the register of the house of Israel, nor will they enter the land of Israel, that you may know that I am the Lord God. (Ezekiel 13:3-9 NASB)'' See False Prophets

End Notes 
[01] Christians United for Israel. Leadership. https://www.cufi.org/impact/leadership/executive-board/pastor-john-hagee/ 
[02] Hagee Ministries. Who We Are. https://www.jhm.org/WhoWeAre 
[03] Analisa Nazareno. Critics say John Hagee's compensation is too high. San Antonio Express-News/June 20, 2003. 
https://www.culteducation.com/group/1205-tv-and-radio-preachers/21055-critics-say-john-hagees-compensation-is-too-high.html 
[04] ibid

[05] Sarah Posner. John Hagee's Controversial Gospel. http://prospect.org/article/john-hagees-controversial-gospe 
[06] https://homemetry.com/house/8+SHERBORNE+LN,+San+Antonio+TX 
[07] Jim Douglas. Big Faith in Texas.3/31/2004 https://www.charismamag.com/index.php/blogs/265-passion-for-jesus/1173-hearts-on-fire 
[08] John Hagee. Firstfruits. https://www.jhm.org/Articles/2017-09-01-firstfruits 
[09] ibid.
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[11] Jennifer Leclaire. When Prophets of Doom Predict Natural Disasters on Specific Dates That Don't Come to Pass. https://www.charismamag.com/blogs/the-plumb-line/24687-when-prophets-of-doom-predict-natural-disasters-on-specific-dates-that-don-t-come-to-pass 

Fred Price (January 3, 1932)
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Fred Price is one of the more brazen proponents of the Prosperity Doctrine. In 1973 he and his wife Betty founded Crenshaw Christian Center in LA. The CCC web site refers to him as "Apostle" Frederick K.C. Price. (Why am I not surprised?)
In 2007, 20/20 pulled a journalistic boo-boo. Price was featured in a segment about well-heeled televangelists in which they aired a clip from a sermon Price delivered many years earlier in which he said

"I live in a 25-room mansion, I have my own $6-million yacht, I have my own private jet and I have my own helicopter and I have seven luxury automobiles."

The problem was that the sermon was about the importance of being a good Christian, and Price was not speaking about himself but quoting a hypothetical person who was extremely wealthy but failed to live a righteous life.

Correspondent John Stossel explained that he had not seen the full sermon and apologized to Price and the church. The network ran more than one retraction online and on air. However, Price sued calling the use of the clip "one of the most outrageous instances of 'out of context' editing in the history of television." [01] It was finally settled out of court some four years later. 

While there is no excuse for such poor journalism, this was self-righteous hypocritical indignation considering that...


Fred Price and Others Like him continuously and repeatedly Quote God out of Context
I would like to remind Fred Price and all the other prosperity preachers (among many others) how often they take God's word out of context to suit their own perverted teachings. I would also like to remind them that while God doesn't sue anyone, He takes this extremely seriously - to say the least.

Fred Price has made a career of preaching the prosperity gospel stating that he can quote Scripture after Scripture that show it is God's will for us to materially prosper and they are always going to have opponents as Satan is going to fight them tooth and nail.

Just for the record, if you take misquoted and verses wrested from their context and read them as they were meant to be read - i.e. in context,  the Bible says absolutely NOTHING about it being God's will for us to prosper in this life.

See Alleged Bible Support For The Prosperity Doctrine
Prosperity teachers commonly make the claim that Jesus was a rich man therefore His followers are entitled to the good things in life. 
Additionally, they use Biblical terminology that lulls believers into a false sense of security and appeal to a number of Biblical passages that convince many that their teachings come straight from the mouth of God Himself. But was Jesus a rich man, and do the Bible passages they quote prove that God wants us to be rich?

Regardless, to put it very mildly, Price has prospered. Although his home in the pricey Palos Verdes Estates in Southern California doesn't boast 25 rooms and he doesn't have a helicopter, he owns not one but two Bentleys. In July 1989 he bought his 5 bedrooms, 7 bathrooms 8,734 square foot house in Palos Verdes Estates, CA for for $2,450,000.

For the record, in 1998 Forbes listed Palos Verdes Estates as one of the 40 most pricey zip codes in America [02] It was designed by the well-known landscape architect Frederick Law Olmsted Jr. and boasts some of California's most spectacular coastal scenery.

Although I believe he has now retired, Fred Price used to commute by private jet between his two churches, the Crenshaw Christian Center in Los Angeles and another in New York's Manhattan.

"The ministry operates an Aviation Partners Blended Winglets-equipped Gulfstream IISP based at LGB (Long Beach CA) and crewed by 2 full-time pilots and a flight attendant... "Make no mistake about it-this is a business,” says Price. "We have the same needs for corporate jets and productivity tools as any other business.”... "Other aircraft types might have done the job for us,” Price says, "but we got stuck in the Cadillac showroom and we didn't get any further.” [03]


"The Power of Positive Confession"
Even little more than a glance at the first few pages of Price's book The Power Of Positive Confession, reveals problems galore to those who have more than a passing acquaintance with the Bible.

For example, his entire premise seems to be founded on one verse in Proverbs that says "Death and life are in the power of the tongue, and those who love it will eat its fruit" (18:21). The problem is that verse is so obscure that no one can be sure what it really means, particularly the last part. There is no context to help because Proverbs 18 consists of a number of disconnected bits of advice or wisdom.

To build a doctrine around this single verse is the height of foolishness.
Confession
Because, in our time, the word confession is largely used as an admission of guilt, Fred Price is probably right when he says that to the average person the word "confession" has negative connotations. He says his desire is to share what he believes "God means by confession, what the word says about confession, and how what you say or confess with your tongue can affect every aspect of your life".

The word 'confession' can be understood in two related ways. According to etymonline.com, it can mean "make avowal or admission of a fault, crime, sin, etc. OR "to acknowledge" something. The two definitions are related because confessing or acknowledge one has committed a crime amounts to the same thing. Similarly one can either confess of acknowledge something as being a fact or a good thing. However, 'confession' cannot be taken to mean what Price says it does. In his words

"The Greek word for confession is homologeo, and it means "to agree with" or "say the same thing that God says about you and or your circumstances." 

Homologeo is used seven times in the New Testament, but never in terms of agreeing with what God says about you. In every single case it is a statement or avowal of belief in a certain doctrine or creed.

1.) Because of the proof given by this ministry, they will glorify God for your obedience to your confession (Gr. homologia) of the gospel of Christ and for the liberality of your contribution to them and to all, (2 Corinthians 9:13 NASB)

Chapters 8 and 9 have to do with the collection being taken up to aid poor Christians in Jerusalem. Paul lavishly praised the Macedonians for their generosity in chapter 8, then in chapter 9 told the Corinthians that their willingness to give was proof of their obedience to their confession (Gr. homologia) of the gospel.

2.) By common confession (Gr. homologoumenós), great is the mystery of godliness: He who was revealed in the flesh, eas vindicated in the Spirit, Seen by angels, Proclaimed among the nations, Believed on in the world, Taken up in glory.  (1 Timothy 3:16 NASB)

Some translations render this verse as "By common confession, great is the mystery of godliness". In any case, these six declarations are not 'agreeing' with anyone, but are a comprehensive summary of the gospel. They are an affirmation of faith that some believe might have been a hymn of the early church.

3, 4) Fight the good fight of faith; take hold of the eternal life to which you were called, and you made the good confession (Gr. homologia) in the presence of many witnesses. 4.) I charge you in the presence of God, who gives life to all things, and of Christ Jesus, who testified the good confession (Gr. homologia) before Pontius Pilate, (1 Timothy 6:12-13 NASB)

In these verses 'the good confession’ is said here to have been made both by Timothy and by Christ. In answer to Pilate's question as to whether or not He was king, Jesus acknowledged that Pilate was correct. "For this I have been born, and for this I have come into the world, to testify to the truth. Everyone who is of the truth hears My voice" (John 18:37). Timothy's confession of faith was probably made at the same time as the presbytery laid hands on him (1 Timothy 4:14). 

5.) Therefore, holy brethren, partakers of a heavenly calling, consider Jesus, the Apostle and High Priest of our confession (Gr. homologia); (Hebrews 3:1 NASB)

6.) Therefore, since we have a great high priest who has passed through the heavens, Jesus the Son of God, let us hold fast our confession(Gr. homologia)  (Hebrews 4:14 NASB)
7.) Let us hold fast the confession (Gr. homologia) of our hope without wavering, for He who promised is faithful; (Hebrews 10:23 NASB)

In examples 4, 5, and 6 above the word homologia can be best understood as 'profession' of faith. The author of Hebrews is telling his readers that they are steadfastly to hold on to their belief and profession of faith in God's promise..

Perhaps you are getting a glimmer of how easy it is to twist one word to mean something it doesn't, write a book about it then convince people that it is God's truth. Incidentally, if you look up the eight instances of the verb 'confess' in the New Testament you will find it is used in exactly the same two ways. For example,

Acknowledge: "Therefore everyone who confesses Me before men, I will also confess him before My Father who is in heaven.  (Matthew 10:32 NASB) Note just like the word 'faith' confessing Jesus implies identification of the confessor with the confessed, and thus takes confession out of the category of mere formal or verbal acknowledgment.

Confessing a Wrong Doing: Therefore, confess your sins to one another, and pray for one another so that you may be healed. The effective prayer of a righteous man can accomplish much. (James 5:16 NASB)

Finally, the Bible is very clear that "negative confession" does not negate God's blessings. The Psalms are filled with cries to God for deliverance, and Psalm 55:22 and 1 Peter 5:7 exhort us follow that example. Even Jesus went before the Heavenly Father with a clear eye on the situation and a request for aid (Matthew 26:39)

Fred Price then refers to Norman Vincent Peale's book The Power of Positive Thinking, about which he says ‘thinking positively is a good thing, but if that is all you do then all that will happen is that you will have a better attitude. To change your circumstances you need to speak positively "based on the Word of God"’. At this point I strongly suggest you read The Word of Faith Doctrine and New Thought that shows Peale's New Thought doctrine and teaching, where it originated and how various ‘Christian’ ministers have picked up and run with it.
Matthew 18:19: 
Like so many other Christians, Price believes that provided two or more people "get into agreement and believe God for a certain thing" - "pool their faith" as he puts it, God will grant them what they are asking for. For the serious Bible student there are three points to take into consideration. See Matthew 18:19 HERE
Proverbs 6:2 
Price later returns to the book of Proverbs

Positive or negative, you will have it, if you believe it and say it. I repeat: we need to develop the habit is speaking life instead of death to our lives. Proverbs 6:2 states:

You are snared by the words of your mouth; taken by the words of your mouth.
Using Proverbs 6:2 to substantiate the 'you will have it, if you believe it and say it' theory only works if the verse is quoted out of context. However, if you read it in context it is actually a warning against becoming a surety for another and shaking hands on the bargain. It also advises that you rescue yourself from the situation as soon as possible. Read it for yourself (bold added)

(1) My son, if you have become surety for your neighbor, Have given a pledge for a stranger, (2) If you have been snared with the words of your mouth, have been caught with the words of your mouth, (3) Do this then, my son, and deliver yourself; Since you have come into the hand of your neighbor, Go, humble yourself, and importune your neighbor.  (4) Give no sleep to your eyes, nor slumber to your eyelids; (5) Deliver yourself like a gazelle from the hunter's hand And like a bird from the hand of the fowler. (Proverbs 6:1-5 NASB)

In fact, the book of Proverbs repeatedly condemns standing surety for someone and warns that doing so might not go so well for the guarantor.

He who is guarantor for a stranger will surely suffer for it, But he who hates being a guarantor is secure. (Proverbs 11:15 NASB)

A man lacking in sense pledges and becomes guarantor in the presence of his neighbor. (Proverbs 17:18 NASB)

Do not be among those who give pledges, Among those who become guarantors for debts. If you have nothing with which to pay, Why should he take your bed from under you? (Proverbs 22:26-27 NASB)

And given Price's apparent affinity for the book of Proverbs, I have to wonder why he has never quoted Proverbs 30:7-9

Two things I asked of You, Do not refuse me before I die: Keep deception and lies far from me, Give me neither poverty nor riches; Feed me with the food that is my portion, That I not be full and deny You and say, "Who is the Lord?" Or that I not be in want and steal, And profane the name of my God. (NASB)


Out of The Abundance of The Heart
In Price's Words, Remember that what you confess or say with your mouth is your faith speaking, and it will reveal whether your faith is weak or strong. You can measure a person by their word. Jesus said one time, and it is true: for out of the abundance of the heart the mouth speaks (Matthew 12:34). Whatever is there in abundance will come out through your mouth.

Once again, reading the words in context makes it perfectly clear that these words had absolutely nothing to do with faith or the lack thereof. Jesus was speaking to the Pharisees who had just accused Him of casting out demons by Beelzebul the ruler of the demons (Vs. 24). As we know it was by God's Spirit of God that Jesus cast the demons out. Accusing Him of doing so by demonic power was blasphemy against the Holy Spirit that would never be forgiven (Vs. 31-32).

Jesus then went on to say, 
33) "Either make the tree good and its fruit good, or make the tree bad and its fruit bad; for the tree is known by its fruit. (34) "You brood of vipers, how can you, being evil, speak what is good? For the mouth speaks out of that which fills the heart. (For out of the abundance of the heart the mouth speaketh)  (35)  "The good man brings out of his good treasure what is good; and the evil man brings out of his evil treasure what is evil. (36) "But I tell you that every careless word that people speak, they shall give an accounting for it in the day of judgment.  (37)  "For by your words you will be justified, and by your words you will be condemned." (Matthew 12:33-37 NASB)

In other words Jesus was telling the religious leaders that as bad trees are known by their bad fruit, their speech betrayed them. The blasphemous statement they had just made about His miracles was simply an indication of the state of their hearts - they could do no different because they were corrupt inside. Only the person who had a good heart was capable of saying good things. He went off to tell them (and us) that we would either be condemned or justified by our words. (Vs. 37)


End Notes 
[01] Alana Semuels | Times Staff Writer. Preacher sues `20/20,' alleging defamation. July 25, 2007. 
http://articles.latimes.com/2007/jul/25/business/fi-price25 
[02] Andrew DePietro. Housing 1998-2018: America's Most Expensive Zip Codes, Then And Now. https://www.forbes.com/sites/andrewdepietro/2018/07/31/housing-1998-2018-most-expensive-zip-codes/#6f33bbc31aea' 
[03] Grant McLaren. Professional Pilot Magazine October 2005 On the Wings of God. http://jeteditor.ca/crenshaw-christian-center/ 
Jesse Duplantis
in 2009 the St. Charles Herald Guide based in Butte LA., ran an article called "Duplantis builds largest home on East Bank" (of the Mississippi) on the corner of Ormond Boulevard and River Road in Destrehan, LA. Jesse's house is quite a bit larger than Ormond Plantation which is a stone's throw away.
According to the article, the house which began construction in October 2008 boasts 25 rooms. It has 22,039 square feet of living space plus 12,947 square feet of accessory areas such as outdoor patios and garages.

The first floor of the home has two bedrooms, 4 1/2 bathrooms, a kitchen, a dining room, a breakfast room and a music parlor.

The second floor has four bedrooms, three full bathrooms, two half bathrooms, a fun room and a theater. [01]


End Notes.
[01] Heather R. Breaux. Duplantis builds largest home on East Bank. 
https://www.heraldguide.com/news/duplantis-builds-largest-home-on-east-bank/  
 

Juanita Bynum 
And then of course we have Juanita Bynum who said that as a young girl she dreamed of having a beautiful wedding. And so she did. [image: image10.jpg]


Her "million-dollar" wedding featured a 12-piece orchestra, a 7.76-carat diamond ring and was attended by 1,000 guests. John Hagee assisted with the ceremony along with an eight-member camera crew from the Trinity Broadcasting Network (TBN) 
"Her dress," she said, "took nine months to make. All of the crystals (Swarovski) on the gown were hand-sewn. The headpiece was sterling silver, hand-designed. [01].

Perhaps it would be far healthier if people stopped rhapsodizing over their 'wedding' that is over in a blink, and give a little more thought to the marriage itself which is supposed to last until one of them dies, but so rarely does. The marriage came apart at the seams and Weeks was evicted from their home in Duluth.

A meeting at the Renaissance in August 2007 to talk about reconciliation wound up with the so called bishop physically assaulting Bynum in the parking lot of the hotel. He turned himself in and reportedly spent six hours in the Fulton County Jail charged with aggravated assault for allegedly choking, kicking and hitting Bynum. Week's excuse? "The devil made me do it". [02]

Incidentally the house they shared in Duluth was a five bedroom, six bath 2.5 million home boasted a two story library office with marble floors. You Tube link
Oh yes and did I mention that Juanita is commonly referred to as a 'prophetess'. In fact, she is the keynote speaker at the 2018 Prophetic Voice Conference. I have absolutely no idea what the smurf a 'Prophetic Voice Conference" is, but one apparently exists. [03]

In her role as 'prophetess' she once told Charisma magazine "that the Lord is telling her that we are in a season of revival." Note: this was in 2003. Either the Lord was wrong or He never said anything of the sort to Bynum. But these false statements are par for the course with these self-proclaimed false prophets.

See Why The Fire Hasn’t Fallen
May Christians Divorce & Re-Marry?
Incidentally, Weeks has been married to 'prophetess' Christina Glenn Weeks for some time now. (Prophetesses are apparently cheaper by the dozen)
End Notes - Juanita Bynum 
[01] www.marriage-planner.com. Site no longer exists

[02] http://skepticalbrotha.wordpress.com/2007/08/27/bishop-weeks-the-devil-made-me-do-it/ 
[03] https://www.eventbrite.com/e/prophetic-voice-conference-2018-keynote-speaker-dr-juanita-bynum-tickets-43273116055# 
 

Franklin Graham[image: image11.png]



Billy Graham's son, Franklin is head of Samaritan's Purse, an international relief agency based in Boone N.C. Although he is not being a pastor, he is an evangelist in the Billy Graham Evangelistic Association. Besides which, he is wealthy - ridiculously so. As said in a 2015 Huffington Post piece,
His annual compensation of $880,000, "has some worrying that too many top Christian nonprofit leaders as well as pastors are seeing themselves as CEOs instead of as God's servants". [01]

This is 40 percent to 50 percent higher than the average paid the CEO's of the top 50 U.S. charities.  However, a 2016 article on Religion News upped the figure.

According to its most recent IRS disclosures, the Billy Graham Evangelistic Association took in almost $107 million in 2015. Samaritan’s Purse recorded an income of $593 million for that year. Franklin Graham was compensated a total of more than $1 million between both groups. [02]

Apparently Franklin Graham "wants to make enough money to be able to work for free when he turns 70". [03]

Good Grief! How much money does anyone need to be able to retire comfortably or work without compensation?

Also worth reading is an article in the Charlotte Observer entitled Franklin Graham takes pay he once gave up
However, as of November 2015, the Billy Graham Evangelistic Association's tax status has been changed from a nonprofit to an "association of churches" which means they no longer have to file a 990, a public financial statement that includes what they pay their top officials. However, an annual financial report will still be available on their web site billygraham.org.

They state that the primary reason for the request for reclassification was to avoid the intense work required to file a 990. However, a Graham spokesperson also said "the new tax status will safeguard the organization's religious liberties". [04]

I am not sure how this came about considering that BGEA is neither a church nor an "association of churches".


End Notes 
[01] Christine Wicker. How Much Is Too Much To Pay A Pastor? Religion News Service. 
https://www.huffingtonpost.com/entry/how-much-is-too-much-to-pay-a-pastor_us_55d4be53e4b0ab468d9f583d 
[02] Kimberly Winston. IRS changes status of Billy Graham’s ministry. Religion News Service. September 29, 2016. 
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[03] Christine Wicker. How Much Is Too Much To Pay A Pastor? Religion News Service. 
https://www.huffingtonpost.com/entry/how-much-is-too-much-to-pay-a-pastor_us_55d4be53e4b0ab468d9f583d 
[04] Tim Funk and Ames Alexande. Franklin Graham takes pay he once gave up. Charlotte Observe. August 08, 2015.  https://www.charlotteobserver.com/living/religion/article30505932.html?utm_content=buffer3e328&utm_medium=social&utm_source=facebook.com&utm_campaign=buffer 
 
Mark Driscoll
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The former Mars Hill Church pastor, resigned in 2014 ago amid allegations of plagiarism, misogyny and emotional abusiveness.

In 2013, "his last year as pastor at Seattle's Mars Hill Church, Mark Driscoll was drawing a $607,000 package, with a $150,000 raise promised [01]

His exit led to the collapse of a megachurch that once counted 13,000 members in five states. However, he has been making a series of public appearances around the country sparking a protest by "a dozen former Mars Hill members, who voiced concern that Driscoll has neither acknowledged wrongdoing nor sought reconciliation with those they believe he has harmed". [02]

However, less than two years after the implosion of the Seattle church, Driscoll has launched The Trinity Church in the 50-year-old, 1,400-seat former Glass & Garden Drive-in Church in Scottsdale, Arizona. [03]

Driscoll is also an example of how book sales can be manipulated to get on the New York Times bestseller list. See Steve Furtick further above
Mars Hill was bled, made to purchase 11,000 copies of a Driscoll book on marriage, valued at around $210,000, as part of a consultant's effort to put it on the New York Times bestseller list.  The consultant was paid $25,000. Driscoll was also accused of lifting passages from other people's books. [04] 


End Notes 
[01] Christine Wicker. How Much Is Too Much To Pay A Pastor? Religion News Service. 
https://www.huffingtonpost.com/entry/how-much-is-too-much-to-pay-a-pastor_us_55d4be53e4b0ab468d9f583d 
[02] Evangelical leaders give fallen Mars Hill pastor Mark Driscoll a new forum. The Seattle Times. May 30, 2015. 
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[03] Joel Connelly, The return of Mark Driscoll: A new church in Arizona and gigs on the road. Seattle PI Published May 31, 2016. 
https://www.seattlepi.com/local/politics/article/The-return-of-Mark-Driscoll-A-new-church-and-7955134.php 
[04] ibid.

 
James MacDonald
Who was until fairly recently senior pastor of Harvest Bible Chapel in Rolling Meadows, Illinois bought a house in Inverness from former U.S. senator Peter Fitzgerald for a cool $1.9 million. According to a February 2006 article in chicagomag.com, MacDonald called it a very exciting house". And no wonder, it has a designer kitchen commissioned by the Fitzgeralds, a two-story family room, and five bedrooms, each with its own bathroom. The backyard has a pool and a multilevel series of decks overlooking a private lake... [01]
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However, MacDonald has sold the house, for one that he apparently finds more 'exciting'. Records indicate that he has bought a 4.87 acre property, the total square footage of the "custom home" on it being 8,540 sq. feet.  There is also "a finished basement exceeding 2000 sq. feet, a crawl space exceeding 1500 sq. feet and a garage that is almost 2400 sq. feet. Whether these figures are a part of the 8,540 square footage total or whether they are in addition to the 8,540 sq. footage total is unclear based upon the records. [02]

The picture on the left is of the MacDonalds who were guests at the "Triumphant Journey" event - a black-tie gala featuring a "star-studded" guest list celebrating the 35th anniversary of T.D. Jakes' ministry. [03]


End Notes 
[01] www.chicagomag.com February 2006. Link is no longer valid

[02] Headed to the Big House "For the Sake of Jesus". The Elephant's Debt. Posted on June 19, 2017. 
https://theelephantsdebt.com/2017/06/19/headed-to-the-big-house-for-the-sake-of-jesus/ 
[03] James MacDonald Celebrates 35 Years of T.D. Jakes. 
http://www.donotbesurprised.com/2012/07/james-macdonald-celebrates-35-years-of.html .

Wendy and Casey Treat[image: image14.jpg]



Casey Treat and his wife Wendy are joint senior pastors of Christian Faith Center, a multi-campus, multi-cultural church in the Seattle area including the $58 million, 2,500-seat church in Federal Way WA that they opened in 2007. "In 2008, the Treats applied to add a helipad at their Federal Way locations so they could fly between their churches." [01]
As of October 2018 Casey Treat's web site [02] opens with the words "SUCCESSFUL LIVING WITH CASEY TREAT" below which it gives the "showtimes" for Hillsong and TBN.

By worldly standards it certainly has been successful living for the Treats. According to City-Data.com, Wendy and Casey Treat live in a luxury 5 bedroom 8,100 square feet home on a 57,935 square feet lot on Lake Fenwick in Kent WA. The house has an almost 2000 sq. foot attached garage. However, it seems to have been put up for sale in July of this year (2018).

Zillow describes the house as an Elegant, custom built home with stunning Mt. Rainier and Valley views. Natural light, flowing floor plan. 3 master suites, bonus/media room, 4 and 2 car garages, indoor basketball/racquetball court with adjoining 2 shower bathroom, sauna, walk-in pantry, coffee bar room, coat room, huge laundry area on upper floor, built in shelving, huge closets & storage areas, exercise/bonus room.  [03]

In case you are interested, the asking price is $1,400,000.

 

The 3 Essentials: 
The foreword to his book The 3 Essentials: All You Need for Success in Life, was written by Creflo Dollar (Publisher: Berkley; Original edition (September 6, 2011). It says in part "By activating the three essentials, you will be in the perfect position to rise above average and achieve the abundant life He has designed for you to live"

In the Introduction, Casey Treat writes (Emphasis Added) You were created in the likeness and image of God, and every aspect in your life can reflect the abundance and creativity of our amazing Lord... Faith causes us to see good things in the future and because of this we develop vision of success and prosperity in life.
(If the word "sin" occurs in the book, I have no idea where it is.).

In Chapter 1, Treat says that he and his wife Wendy were in their third year of Bible college when they first heard a Fred Price television broadcast in which Price was speaking about Christians being able to use faith to actually initiate the change they wanted. Treat also mentions that Price had a revelation that faith was not just a wish for God's promises to come to pass, but it was a tangible force to make dynamic things happen in our lives.

And as he also says, Fred Price set a course for their future in ministry. They devoured every book and tape by Price that they could get a hold of and began Christian Faith center the next year in 1980. See Fred Price further above
Biblically Unsound Defense
In a 2009 letter to the editor of the Federal Way Mirror, Debbie Willis Board member of the Christian Faith Center defended Treat echoing his claim that

Compared to Heaven, Jesus was not rich, but compared to earthly standards of his time, Jesus was not poor. He had a trust fund provided to him by the Magi (Kings) who brought him gold and other gifts when he was a young child in honor of his birth. Jesus had a treasurer. [04]

The extent to which people can fool themselves boggles the mind. The Gospels simply say that Judas had the money box or bag. See: Is There ANY Indication in the Bible That Jesus Was a Rich Man?

Casey and Dean Curry
A recent update to Treat's Instagram was apparently posted around the first of August 2018. It is a photograph of Casey and Wendy along with Dean Curry and his wife Ann. The caption reads "Love these guys. They always make us bigger and better. Friends are gold". [05]

Dean Curry was pastor of the multi-campus Life Center Assembly of God church in Tacoma, Washington (Their web site opens with the words "It's All About People"). That is until some of those 'people' - leaders at the Assemblies of God's Northwest District Council to be precise... said late Monday that they unanimously decided to fire Pastor Dean Curry of the multicampus Life Center Assembly of God church in Tacoma, Washington, based on the "testimony of two or more witnesses" about alleged misconduct with a former church employee. [06]

An article in the Seattle Times originally published July 11, 2018 carries more detail including the fact that Curry was investigated for other incidents in the past. At that time women who spoke out were portrayed as "crazy" or having drinking problems. [07]

While no person is responsible for the behavior of another, it seems like a pastor has an obligation to either distance himself from sordid behavior, try and bring the person concerned to repentance. Either Treat doesn't believe these accusations or he is ignoring them.

In fact, in 2017, a suit was filed in July in King County Superior Court that alleged that Casey Treat's son Caleb who got married in 2010 "repeatedly preyed upon female employees and church members over the course of his employment." The suit also alleges that "Caleb Treat’s improper sexual activities were known to his superiors " and "Christian” Faith Center failed to take effective action to protect female Christian Faith Center employees and church members" [08]

As far as I can tell nothing was said publicly - to the church congregation or otherwise. The only change is that Caleb is no longer listed on the church web site as "Executive Pastor", which he was until fairly recently [09] [10]. He and his wife now live in Birmingham, Alabama
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"Bishop" Elijah Bernard Jordan
Who He Says He Is
'Bishop' Elijah Bernard Jordan is founder and Senior Pastor of Zoe Ministries, New York, NY. He is said to have a Ph.D. in religious studies and written more than 40 or 50 books. His web site (ridiculously called yourpersonalprophecy.com) says it is

A thriving prophetic church with a vision to impact the world with the gospel, Zoe continued to develop the facets of ministry under Bishop Jordan's leadership that marked it as a church in pursuit of destiny; called to fulfill the will of the Lord. Armed with a vision of a church resplendent in a glory greater than of Solomon's Temple, Bishop Jordan has been building a ministry of restoration that would accurately reflect the Biblical pattern, tearing down the constraints of traditionalism and exposing the lies that have led the church into captivity...

As a prophet, he can truly decree a thing and see it established - just like the prophets of the Scriptures! He is not one just to give information, but he is also known to create miracles and circumvent events merely by the power of his speech! [01]

A rather badly written 'about' page on the Zoe ministries web site says (All Emphasis Added)

The teachings of Bishop Jordan provide God's divine laws of living a health and prosperous life, in business, family and spirituality. It is in the heart of the Master Prophet to see the people of God successful in every way. As Bishop Jordan has traveled to Swaziland and South Africa he has delivered the word of the Lord to Kings, Queens and Royal family. The Master Prophet has prophesied to many nation bringing the Lord's wise counsel to the masses and liberating nations in the process.

Upon his consecration in 1994 as a cabinet Bishop by his Eminence, Archbishop Roy E. Brown, Bishop Jordan continues to emerge as a leader among leaders, bringing hundreds of pastors into a new awareness of their destiny through motivational teachings and The Word of the Lord. Bishop Jordan has risen as a spiritual innovator, taking the church into a new Era. [02]
Liberating Nations?

The only thing that comes through from the above descriptions is the astounding ego of the man. Incidentally, The Zoe Ministries website opens with an invitation to "SIGN UP AND GET A FREE PROPHECY" (As far as I know ALL the prophecies made in Scripture were free, or did I miss the part where Isaiah charged king Hezekiah?).

That he is not a Christian minister is evident by the fact that his first web site states that he is a modern-day prophet whose ministry is absolutely astounding! Like Nostradamus, Bishop Pike, and Edgar Cayce, the accuracy of the gift that operates in Bishop Jordan will astound you!  [03]

It is exceedingly difficult to have anything but contempt for a so called Christian minister who compares himself with Nostradamus - a sixteenth century dabbler in the occult. Bishop Pike was a chain-smoker and an alcoholic who vigorously pursued occult methods of contacting his deceased son who had taken his own life. His experiences were related in his book The Other Side An Account of My Experience with Psychic Phenomena.


The Laws of Prosperity 
In reality, Bernard Jordan is just another wolf running loose among the flock. He not only teaches the Word Faith doctrine but, like Benny Hinn, has a hugely exaggerated sense of his own importance.

The teaching that believers are to confess rather than to pray for things is not found anywhere in the Bible but, much to the contrary, has its roots firmly embedded in the occult. The non-believing world claims that there are spiritual 'laws' that people can learn to use on their own behalf. These laws, that work for anyone regardless of their religious beliefs (or even lack of), might be called by different names by each camp, but both sides use exactly the same techniques.

See The Prosperity Gospel and The Word of Faith Movement
Word-Faith teachers may or may not be aware of the link with the occult. However, Jordan has certainly tied the two together. In fact, about the only thing that distinguishes him from most of the others is the fact that, in his book The Laws of Prosperity, he openly acknowledges the inclusion of ideas and thoughts not only from finance and business leaders including Steve Forbes and Alan Greenspan, but also "brilliant ideas from New Thought leaders such as John Shelby Spong and Marianne Williamson.” [04]

People whose wisdom he says we cannot ignore.

Marianne Williamson is a new Age leader and author of A Return to Love: Reflections on the Principles of A Course in Miracles. In 2008, Marianne Williamson began teaching the 365 lessons from the New Age Bible, A Course in Miracles, on Oprah's XM Satellite Radio. Page 147 of the Course Text teaches that we are "God": "The recognition of God is the recognition of yourself." Note: A Course in Miracles was dictated by spiritual entities to an an atheistic psychologist named Helen Schucman. See A Course in Miracles
Bishop Spong, former Anglican bishop, claims there are passages in the Gospels that portray Jesus as "narrow-minded, vindictive, and even hypocritical.” He rejects the biblical proposition that Jesus was conceived in the body of a virgin. He does not believe Christ performed miracles, or that he possessed the very nature of deity. He repudiates the unshakable truth that the Lord was raised from the dead. For More Information, See Article on Christian Courier HERE.
Note: Although he pretends all his ideas are original, Joel Osteen is also well aware of the occult connection. In his book 'Your Best Life Now' has even borrow Napoleon Hill's hallmark phrase also used by Norman Vincent Peale. See Joel Osteen - The Blind Leading the Blind - Chapter VI of The Prosperity and Word of Faith Doctrines HERE
One thing that struck me is that Jordan apparently doesn't read his own writings or at least doesn't take them to heart. In the chapter The Laws of Clarity (on Pg. 18 I believe) he lists self-delusion as being the root of misfortune. He certainly got that one right. In fact, it is well worth reading virtually everything he writes on self-delusion in that chapter - and then applying it to his teachings.


Jordan's Book - The Law of Thinking
Why is The Law of Thinking important? Simply because it was not only a New York Times best seller, but has a 96% four and five star rating on Amazon. 

Jordan pretty much begins writing by asking "Who are you?" And answers the question by saying

You may have thought you knew the answer to that question but you probably did not. Don't tell me your name; that is what you are called, not who you are. Until you know who you are, you will not understand where you belong. Once you know who you are, it will become abundantly clear why you are here on earth, in your body, at this time. [05]

He then goes on to relate Moses' encounter with God at the burning bush when God instructed Moses to tell the Israelites that I AM had sent him. Jordan says

In those two words, "I AM," reside the wholeness of your true nature. God placed you in this world not to wait around for Him to put things in your hands, but for you to declare. "I am" yourself! When you state "I Am," you declare not just who you are, but what your purpose is. They are one and the same...

And adds "WHEN YOU DECLARE "I AM." YOU BECOME GOD". [06]. (Capitalization in original)

He then goes on to say that "ignorant minds" will call that statement blasphemy only because they do not understand the relationship between God and man. Because we were created in God's image everything that exists in Him also exists in us and "nothing in man that does not exist in God".

You being god is not such a far-fetched idea because after all "man is the only creature with the power to create and shape his world, to bring things into being by first thinking them in to being (because all things begin in the mind) and then working to manifest them into physical reality"...

When you state "I AM." you inherit the same power to make your thoughts manifest in this reality...

Sadly, Jordan (and quite a few others like him) want us to believe that when God declared Himself to be "I Am", it was an open invitation to humans to do the same. There is absolutely no basis for this assumption. When God said "I AM that I AM", His words His words expressed his nature - there was never a time when He did not exist, or a time when He will cease to exist.

They were meant to inspire confidence not only in the people He intended to save, but in Moses himself. Just a few verses earlier Moses had asked "Who am I, that I should go to Pharaoh, and that I should bring the sons of Israel out of Egypt?"  God was simply telling Moses that it didn't matter who Moses was but Who was going with him to Egypt - the  eternal, independent and unchangeable God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob.

A couple of pages later Jordan states that "this goes against many traditions that insist that God is angry, punitive and always seeking a reason to cast man into hell." That's absurd. If you are a reflection of everything that exists in God, why would He cast rage and retribution at Himself? Why would He damn himself. Learning the Laws of Thinking turns many traditional Christian teachings on their heads and reveals them for what they really are: methods of controlling fearful, small-minded people. [07]

Since it is apparent that Jordan is speaking about Christianity, one can only sit back and shake one's head at his shocking Biblical ignorance. See The Message of The Bible

Context, Context, Context
Like most other false teachers, Jordan never learned the meaning and importance of reading and understanding verses IN THEIR CONTEXT.  See Context is Crucial.
Proverbs 23:7 
In an interview with Belief.net [09], Jordan was asked if there were ways in which he differed from the message of "The Secret".

In response, Jordan said,   

I believe "The Secret" has a message that is very impacting, and it brings people in on the ground level. But what "The Laws of Thinking" does, it put a lot of scriptures around it. God is all through it. The Bible says, in Proverbs 23:7, "As a man thinketh in his heart, so is he.” So, you are your thoughts. That is the law of attraction. I don’t see it as something that’s New Age. I see it as something that is biblical.

However, doing what false teachers usually do, he only quotes part of Proverbs 23:7. Reading the verse in context makes it very clear that it the Bible is not saying you are your thoughts. It is warning not to be taken in by the hypocrisy of a covetous man, because he may seem very hospitable telling you to eat and drink, but his real character is in what he thinks within himself and his heart is not with you. You are not really welcome.

Do not eat the bread of a selfish man, or desire his delicacies; for as he thinks within himself, so he is. He says to you, "Eat and drink!" But his heart is not with you. You will vomit up the morsel you have eaten, and waste your compliments. (Proverbs 23:6-8 NASB)

Psalm 82:6 and Exodus 7:1
One other question Jordan was asked was

You basically say that each person has divine power to create what they desire in the world, and that when that power switches on, "You become God." Do you think that's the core message of the Bible or of Jesus?

Jordan's answer   

Most definitely. In Psalms 82:6, the Bible says, "I have said ye are gods. And all of you are children of the Most High." In Exodus 7:1, God said unto Moses, "See, I have made you a god unto Pharaoh.” And so, before Moses could even be a deliverer of the children of Israel, he had to know himself that he was a god.

In order to correctly understand exactly what the Lord was saying, one has to thoroughly understand two Hebrew words -êlôhîym and shâphat. Although the vast majority of the over 2500 occurrences of êlôhîym in the Old Testament refer to Yahweh - God Almighty, it is also used in reference to pagan, so-called "gods". And it certainly seems that the only humans to be called êlôhîym were God's representatives on earth which Moses was.

The corrupt leaders of Israel (Psalm 82:6) were also His representatives. But they had failed to act properly on the Father's behalf and Psalm 82:6 was actually a warning to them. Jordan very conveniently left out the very next words (underlined) - "And all of you are sons of the Most High. Nevertheless you will die like men and fall like any one of the princes."

Jordan, displaying an abysmal lack of Bible knowledge, added "So even Jesus came preaching, "Ye are gods" (John 10:34).

But there is a lot more to John 10 and Jesus' reference to Psalm 82:6 than first meets the eye. The ninth and tenth chapters of the Gospel of John form one continuous and uninterrupted story - all of which Jordan missed completely. See The Deification Of Man?
Jordan and Hindu Pundits
On a trip to India some years ago, Jordan prayed with Hindu pundits, participated in Hindu rites and seemed quite happy to be photographed with t[image: image15.jpg]


hem. Also see the YouTube video entitled "Discover INDIA Through The Eyes of The Master Prophet Master Prophet E. Bernard Jordan" HERE.
Association with the so-called Hindu “holy men” is possibly how He came with the idea of

The Seven Chakras - The Seven Churches Within You?
Jordan also says (Pg.51) that we can cultivate aspects of our spiritual self that are the various[image: image16.jpg]


 entry points of God into you. He adds that "these go by various names, but in the Hindu faith they are called chakras - energy centers for your body, focus point where the energy of Spirit both enters and leaves your body.

He likens them to the "seven churches within you each holding a different aspect of the Mystery of God." Except that the exactly phrase "mystery of God" is only found once in the Scriptures - in [image: image17.jpg]


Revelation 10:7: but in the days of the voice of the seventh angel, when he is about to sound, then the mystery of God is finished, as He preached to His servants the prophets. See More HERE
And, perhaps at this point you would like to read Chakras, Kundalini, and The Ancient Hindu Custom of Shaktipat HERE
It is positively sickening to see Christian ministers cavorting with Hindu priests, and even learning from them. But eventually Jordan is no worse than the Catholic priests who did exactly the same thing - Thomas Merton, Henri Nouwen, Brennan Manning, and Thomas Keating for example. No, their very dangerous practices didn't come from any desert fathers.  See Chapter VII of Contemplative Prayer on THIS Page.

People have to be really dense to read verses like the one below (and the many more like it) and not understand how much the Lord is against false gods and man-made idols -

"You shall tear down their altars and smash their sacred pillars and burn their Asherim with fire, and you shall cut down the engraved images of their gods and obliterate their name from that place." (Deuteronomy 12:3)

Doesn't Ephesians 5:11 says, "And have no fellowship with the unfruitful works of darkness, but rather reprove them." 


Wealth - Tuxedo Park
As said by the Times Herald-Record, at the time of writing (2003) Jordan who grew up in a three-bedroom apartment in Bedford-Stuyvesant, Brooklyn, lived in a $3.6 million, 27-room mansion in Frelinghuysen estate in Tuxedo Park, the gated community of multimillion-dollar manor homes nestled in the wooded hills of southeastern Orange County. [.]

Tuxedo Park is a village within the southern part of the Town of Tuxedo, in Orange County, New York is Tuxedo Park is listed on the National Register of Historic Places in recognition of its historical and architectural significance. It is originally developed as a resort for Blue Blood society in 1885, the owner, Peter Lorillard, heir to the Lorillard Tobacco Company organized the Tuxedo Club and the Tuxedo Park Association, as a hunting and fishing preserve, and surrounded the property with a high game fence, which still fairly accurately marks the boundaries of the present day community. 
The Tuxedo Park's web site says "This elegant gated community's idyllic existence has changed little in its quality of life. Situated within 2,500 acres, you still drive through the imposing stone Gates to the magnificent houses nestled around three beautiful lakes. [11]

In fact, the distinctive and very formal man's dinner jacket called a "Tuxedo" was first worn at the annual Autumn Ball of the Tuxedo Club by a relation of Pierre Lorillard IV who owned and developed the land.

Augustus Juilliard whose philanthropy built the renowned conservatory of dance, music, and theatre in New York City that bears his name. In fact, Juilliard bought the house from William Waldorf Astor who, in 1890, was the richest man in America

Stanley Baldwin, son of the Prime Minister of England and Rudyard Kipling's cousin once owned Pheasant Ridge, also called "The Japanese Cottage". [12]

Adele Colgate – heir to the Colgate/Palmolive fortune [13]

The banker J.P. Morgan, writer Mark Twain, and interior designer Dorothy Draper also lived here. [14]

Note: Dorothy Draper's great-grandfather, Oliver Wolcott, was a signer of the Declaration of Independence. Her husband, Dr. George Draper, was the personal doctor to U.S. President Franklin D. Roosevelt after he was diagnosed with polio, and she and Eleanor Roosevelt were good friends growing up


Jordan's Stamp on Tuxedo Park
"The house, which sits on 5 1/2 acres, has nine bedrooms and five baths, a marble rotunda and entrance hall, a "baronial" living room and banquet dining room, a music room, hand carved plaster moldings and sweeping views of the parkland and lakes that surround it, according to real estate listings". [15]

While that may be bad enough, what Jordan did when he moved in takes the proverbial cake. 

After moving in, the bishop commissioned a team of Russian artists to paint elaborate art work on the walls and ceilings of the first floor, a job that took two to three years.
[image: image18.jpg]


Egyptian-themed murals cover the walls of the great room: ancient Egyptians hunting, fishing, moving a sarcophagus. One shows Jordan on a throne, as pharaoh. Nearby, in a room with scarlet walls and gilded filigree on top, there is a ceiling painting of Jordan on a throne – as God – with his three sons hovering around him as angels. (Left)

None of this quite compared to the living room.

Here, the four walls are covered with murals depicting New Testament scenes, each with Jordan[image: image19.jpg]


 as Jesus in the familiar iconography of medieval and Renaissance art. Two scenes show the Ascension: Jesus/Jordan ascending into heaven after rising from the dead. For a Nativity scene, the artists used Jordan's baby picture to depict Jesus/Jordan in the manger. (Right)

[image: image20.jpg]


Dozens of people in biblical garb crowd around Jesus/Jordan in each scene. For each figure, the artists reproduced from photos the faces of the 200 or so people who paid for the $1 million renovation of the mansion. Run, who bought the huge chandelier hanging in the center of the room, is there in the crowd. So is Sharpton. (Left)

"These are the people who believed in what we're doing," Jordan says. "This is our way of saying thank you to them and immortalizing them."

Apparently, being depicted as Jesus doesn't make Jordan uncomfortable.

"It's not really me," he says. "It's me as the principle of Christ. We teach everyone that they are Christ."
A more recent article in the ''Daily News" says

the house has been sold, apparently in no small part due to Tuxedo Park officials "inexplicably" cancelling" the partial property tax exemption on the mansion, that combined with a monthly mortgage payment of $9,000, has pushed the annual cost of keeping the house to more than $200,000.
The New York Daily News article goes on to say

The Jordan family's new home in Saddle River, N.J., has more than twice the square footage. Technically in the name of a limited liability corporation, it cost $3.9 million when purchased in 2005, but the taxes are a fraction of what Jordan paid in Tuxedo Park. They were $36,783 in 2015, according to the town's tax collector, and the house has never had any tax exemption. [16]
And Where Does All This Money Come From?
The story is no different from any of the others. At some meetings, Jordan encourages congregants to make pledges of as much as $10,000 and sometimes more. Those wishing to attend the three-day conference have to pay $600 each, according to the church website.

Jordan also has a presence on the internet where he offers to teach people how to get rich. He sells a book called "The Business of Getting Rich" that is the basis for his course and he charges $365 for people to get "guidance" about "what God wants."

A financial accounting filed in Manhattan Supreme Court with papers relating to the house sale show that Zoe Ministries in recent years has had total assets of more than $11 million, most of it wrapped up in three houses and $747,118 worth of "transportation."

The accounting, prepared by Jordan's wife Debra, who is church treasurer, estimates that "offerings" from believers amount to more than $5 million in income. [17]

Jubilee
At the "consecration" of probably yet another self-styled, self-proclaimed "prophetess" he invited church members to raise their purses to the heavens, then open them and speak into the empty wallets, "Shift is happening.” However, in order to see the shift, an offering should be made, and $50 would work very well. In his words "Bring your best seed and come and lay it at the altar. Apparently "God doesn't count how much you give, He counts how much you have left over". He also reminded them that "God loves a cheerful giver!" and mindlessly repeating the word "jubilee" over and over again. SEE
Business of Getting Rich [image: image21.jpg]



For just $352.00, you could get a Business of Getting Rich book, CD set, and a one on one call from one of the members of "The Company of Prophets".

Oh you can buy just the book on Amazon for considerably less - A Hardcover for $5.89 last I looked
Prophetic Awareness Soap
Not so many years ago, Jordan's site sold soap. And for those who persisted in the outdated idea that soap was merely for cleaning, his Prophetic Awareness Soap containing Saponified Oils of Palm, Coconut, Olive, Lemongrass Essential Oil and Rosemary Extract was meant to "bring protection and give you a greater ability to function with greater intuition and insight". [18]
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“Prophet" Manasseh Jordan - Like Father Like Son
Bernard Johnson's son Manasseh whose real name is Yakim, was mentored by none other than Benny Hinn. He has learned well both from Hinn[image: image22.jpg]B
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 and his father, following closely in their footsteps. He claims to have the unique ability to motivate people to move beyond mediocrity and embrace excellence and wholeness in their lives. Through his keen gifts, Prophet Manasseh has the ability to see the potential in people and motivate them to cultivate the gifts and talents that often lie dormant within them. [01]

He also claims to have raised the dead - for a fee of course.

In several of his sermons, Jordan has reiterated that he's been able to bring the dead back to life. In one of his sermons, he mentioned about his engagement with the "Johnson Family,” saying, "When he got outside the hospital he called and said your mother that died a couple of hours ago came back to life.” [02]

Manasseh web site has a "become a partner" page that invites people to commit to $30, $50, $100 or even $500 a month. The last entitles them to, among other things, priority seating at Prophet Manasseh Events, FREE access to Prophet Manasseh's manuscripts, FREE access to Prophet Manasseh monthly prophecy conference call, and access to a LIVE prophetic phone call with the Prophet. [03]

It is interesting that all donations are supposed to be to "help Prophet Manasseh spread the Gospel", yet the Gospel message does not appear anywhere on his web site. That's right! Not a single word.

One of Manasseh's favorite ways to raise money is by cold calling, i.e. unsolicited pre-recorded robocalls to people that promise a "financial blessing" if you call him back or send him an email - "I must know how much money you are asking God to release. So write me back, and email me immediately...I have to give you this prophecy". You can listen to a sample of Manasseh Jordan's robot calls HERE. They are weird and spooky sounding and how anyone can fall for them is well beyond me.

Jordan's tele-marketing has become such a nuisance that "he has been sued 19 times in federal court over the last four years for alleged violations of the Telephone Consumer Protection Act and other charges. This year alone (2016), he's been sued four times". [04]

In 2017, the FCC issued a citation to Manasseh Jordan for robocalls to cell phones. [05] Apparently, Jordan’s father (the so called Bishop) was cited in 2010 for a similar telemarketing tactic. [06]

Finances
"Manasseh Jordan Ministries is a 501(c) (3) public charity, and as such, the IRS doesn't require Jordan to disclose how much he earns, nor does it collect taxes on the income. It's enough, however, to fund a "lavish lifestyle" that includes multimillion-dollar homes and a fleet of luxury cars, according to the newest civil complaint filed against him.

And God is good. Jordan's most current listed addresses include a $2 million luxury condo on Sunny Isles Beach and a $4 million waterfront mansion in North Miami Beach, Florida.

His phone number is unlisted". [07]


End Notes 
[01] About The Prophet. https://prophetmanasseh.com/aboutprophet#content 
[02] Self-Declared Prophet Claims He Can Raise The Dead for $1,000 
http://allchristiannews.com/self-declared-prophet-claims-can-raise-dead-1000/ 
[03] ibid.

[04] David Lazarus. Getting phone calls seeking divine assistance? You may be a victim of 'spoofing'. May 03, 2016. 
http://www.latimes.com/business/la-fi-lazarus-20160503-column.html# 
[05] https://www.fcc.gov/document/fcc-issues-citation-manasseh-jordan-robocalls-cell-phones 
[06] https://www.thedailybeast.com/hell-raise-you-from-the-dead-for-dollar1000-2 
[07] Brandy Zadrozny. He’ll Raise You from the Dead for $1,000 March 2016. 
https://www.thedailybeast.com/hell-raise-you-from-the-dead-for-dollar1000-2 
Bernard Jordan and Joseph Simmons aka Rev. Run
Joseph Ward Simmons better known by the stage name Run, or DJ Run, is a musician, rapper and actor. He is one of the founding members of the influential hip hop group Run–D.M.C. Run began using the stage name of "Rev. Run" after he was ordained as a Pentecostal minister by E. Bernard Jordan, Simmons spiritual mentor.[image: image23.jpg]



And Rev. Run learned very well.

In 2005, he, his wife and their five children moved into their house in Saddle River NJ. for which he paid 1.6 million dollars The house has 6 bedrooms, 5 full bathrooms, and 2 half bathrooms an in-ground pool with pool house, and an indoor basketball court. He spent an estimated 2 million dollars for a renovation that included the addition of a recording studio, a library and a meditation room. According to him they just tore pictures out of magazines and gave them to the architect or contractor and told them to do it. Mrs. Simmons said the four chairs in the kitchen cost $2,000 apiece. The home theater was installed for about $ 100,000. [01]

In 2008, the house was listed for sale for $5,195,000

In 2016, Rev. Run and his wife Justine Simmons shared the renovation process of their luxurious 9,000 sq. ft. New Jersey home on their DIY Network [02]

One of the qualification was that there be room in a three-car garage for his Rolls Royce. And Tailored Living a home organization company delivered... in spades

"The new garage floor, an industrial-strength hybrid polymer floor coating has a high gloss, mirror finish and truly reflects the grandeur of Rev’s Rolls Royce in coordinating colors of Graphite and Smoke." [03]

This caused Run to exclaim

"This is incredible, I love it! Colors in the garage match the Rolls, same exact color of my car. It looks like a marble floor too". [04]


End Notes 
[01] Joyce Wadler. A Rap Minister works The Aisles. https://www.nytimes.com/2005/11/03/garden/a-rap-minister-works-the-aisles.html 
[02] https://www.today.com/popculture/look-inside-rev-runs-renovated-9-000-sq-ft-home-1D80422498 
[03] Creating a Dream Garage Design for Rev Run and Justine Simmons. Tailored Living 
https://blog.tailoredliving.com/creating-a-dream-garage-design-for-rev-run-and-justine-simmons/ 
[04] ibid.

Mike Murdock 
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(born April 18, 1946 in Lake Charles, Louisiana, is a televangelist and pastor of the Wisdom Center ministry based in Fort Worth, Texas. He made a splash in the early 1980s on The PTL Club television program with Jim and Tammy Faye Bakker. Murdock, untouched by PTL's collapse in scandal, developed his own television ministry. Today, he still frequents the programs of more-successful televangelists, such as faith healer Benny Hinn".
The following is an excerpt from a 2003 article in the Fort Worth Star-Telegram by Darren Barbee. (All Emphasis Added) Details of Murdock's lifestyle were pieced together from documents obtained by the Trinity Foundation, a televangelist watchdog group in Dallas; Denton County property-appraisal records; a report of a burglary at his home; interviews; and excerpts from his broadcasts and books. They show a man living a Hollywood lifestyle...

President and director of the Mike Murdock Evangelistic Association, has had several luxury vehicles at his disposal. Some belong to him, and some are owned by the ministry. The BMW, worth at least $69,000, was a gift, Murdock says, while the ministry bought the Jaguar. He says he got an idea that allowed him to buy the Cessna Citation 500, worth $300,000 to $500,000. Federal Aviation Administration documents show that the jet belongs to the ministry.

Murdock likes to describe himself as a "Wal-Mart guy." But a $25,000 Rolex adorns his wrist. And he can shoot hoops on the "NBA-style" basketball court at his estate or take notes with a $4,500 fountain pen.

Murdock once kept coin and jewelry collections valued at $125,000. He reported the information to the Denton County Sheriff's Department after a theft. Sheriff's spokesman Kevin Patton said investigators dropped the case because Murdock would not list what had been stolen. [01]
Currently: According to public records [02], Mike Murdock owns 2010 Whitebridge Rd in Argyle, Texas. (Picture on the right) Zillow put it up for sale in September 2018 for $2,700,000 and described the property thus,

Extraordinary elegance, this Villa offers privacy and luxury in a quiet natural setting hidden on 6 acres. Owner A covered outdoor dining area overlooking beautiful pond, waterfalls. Pool, Library. The master suite includes a kitchen, media room, giant walk in closet, jetted garden tub, shower with body sprays for ultimate relaxation, private balcony. 
Private basketball court, guest apartments, the ultimate indoor outdoor lifestyle. This unique property can be used for residential resort, bed and breakfast, corporate conventions, horses, workshops. [03]

Murdock is also said to have sold his property At Brae Ct in Fort Worth, TX. (picture on left). This 4 bed 9 bath, 11,334 sq. ft. property sits on 2.7 acres overlooking downtown Fort Worth on 2.7 acres. It features custom architecture including several Tudor arches, wooden millwork detailing and hand-scraped hardwood floors. Also included are a tennis court manicured walking paths, a private theater, a massive grand room complete with a fireplace, marble floors, a screening room and a game room. The home also has a gourmet kitchen, an adjoining wet bar and a formal dining room.  [04]
The "Malachi Miracle". 
None of this should come as any surprise. Murdock's website has a short clip of him talking about the "Malachi Miracle" [05]. Unfortunately, our self-serving Prosperity Doctrine preachers often use Will-a-man-rob-God approach (and other verses) to feather their own nests. However, if one were to take a closer look at the passages in question a very different picture emerges.

If you carefully examine the context, (See Context is Crucial) it becomes clear that when God said these words so beloved of Prosperity preachers, He was actually concerned about the indifference of his people and their lack of care for those in need, i.e., widows, the fatherless, aliens, etc., (v. 5); A second issue was that the needs of the Temple priests were being neglected. Through Malachi, God attempting to correct the people for their failing to bless the poor with necessary care. See Malachi 3:8-10 on THIS page.

End Notes.
[01] Darren Barbee. Star-Telegram Staff Writer. PROFIT in the pulpit. Fort Worth Star-Telegram, 3/02/2003.

[02] http://www.city-data.com/denton-county/W/Whitebridge-Road-1.html 
[03] https://www.zillow.com/homedetails/2010-Whitebridge-Rd-Argyle-TX-76226/2122773507_zpid/ 
[04] Jeremy Hallock | February 3, 2016. Auction Shows How Well Prosperity Gospel Treated Mike Murdock
https://www.dallasobserver.com/music/chvrches-responds-to-chris-browns-instagram-attack-and-death-threats-from-his-fans-11651944 
[05] http://www.thewisdomcenter.tv/tabid/10531/Default.aspx 
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Rodney Howard-Browne 
who has called himself the "bartender of holy laughter", along with his wife Adonica, oversees his $16 million church, which they founded in 1996.
According to a 2014 article in TBO (Tampa Bay Online), the couple live in the fourth-largest house in Hernando county in Tampa Bay. The 8,796-square-foot home was built in 1989, and has five bedrooms, six bathrooms and a 760-square-foot concrete swimming pool. It has an assessed value of $536,477.

Apparently the serenity and seclusion of Hernando County, enables those who can afford it to build their dream home surrounded by woods and ample acreage. [01]

He was also one of the group of pastors who, unsurprisingly went to the White House to pray over our morally bankrupt president.

End Notes 
[01] Michael D. Bates. Hernando Today Published: March 2, 2014. 
http://www.tbo.com/he/list/news/35-million-castle-among-hernandos-largest-homes-20140302/ 
Peter Popoff
He has the dubious honor of being one of the 20th century’s most successful hucksters. The article is well worth reading in its entirety.
In 1986, a team of freelance debunkers, including the magician James Randi, took a radio scanner to a Popoff revival, where they overheard Popoff's wife, Liz, feeding him names and illnesses. Apparently, plants in the audience would chat people up or get them to jot down details, then feed their information to Liz, who passed it on to her husband through an earpiece. Listening through the gizmo in his ear, Popoff would call out to the crowd as if he possessed the omniscience of the Lord. [01]

Although exposed as a fraud and branded a charlatan more than once, Popoff has managed to rebuild his empire. Here is a more recent example of his mailing fraud. Copy and paste into browser http://www.deceptioninthechurch.com/popoffback.html. 
He currently lives at 430 Long Canyon Road, Bradbury CA., a 5 Bedroom, 8 bath, 7000, sq. foot house on 2.34 acres of land. Realtor.com describes it so:
Located in the prestigious 24 hour guarded gates of Bradbury estates, an exclusive equestrian and estate community close to L.A., and just minutes to world famous Santa Anita race track, this stunning gated estate is situated on 2.27 acres of manicured grounds. 
This 7,302 square foot French inspired mansion offers majestic mountain and city views! Gates and a quaint bridge invite you in! This exquisite home boasts elaborate crown moldings, wainscoting, high ceilings with ornate custom finish details, breathtaking flooring, custom window and floor coverings, recessed lighting, lots of windows, grand hallways, and spacious rooms.

There is a gourmet kitchen, with secondary kitchen, family room with wet bar, dramatic entry, formal living room and dining rooms, and a truly luxurious master suite with large balcony overlooking the city. There is also a recreation room, and theater which seats nine. Spacious patio/entertaining areas adorn the back yard facilitating California living! [02]

End Notes.
[01] Mark Oppenheimer. Peter Popoff, the Born-Again Scoundrel. https://www.gq.com/story/peter-popoff-born-again-scoundrel 
[02] https://www.realtor.com/realestateandhomes-detail/430-Long-Canyon-Rd_Bradbury_CA_91008_M23996-63959 
 
OVERSEAS PASTORS 
And, of course let's not forget about the pastors from other countries, many of whom have made their millions off the backs of some of the poorest people on earth

Brazil
Edir Macedo, Brazil's Billionaire Bishop 
[image: image26.jpg]


Edir Macedo is the controversial founder of the Universal Church of the Kingdom of God - a replica of Solomon’s Temple.  He is reported to have over $1 billion in financial assets. As the picture on the left shows, He now sports a beard and will occasionally don a Jewish looking skullcap and some kind of robe.
... 5-foot-6, slight, and 68 years old. He has deformed fingers, a sparse crown of graying hair, and more than 5 million followers, whose donations over the last 36 years have made him a billionaire. In Brazil, where he was born and raised, he is a major national figure, the subject of dozens of criminal inquiries, and the owner of Rádio & Televiso Record, a media conglomerate that runs the country’s second-largest television network. He is known to most everyone by the title he created for himself: He is O Bispo— "The Bishop.” [01]

TV Record's e foray into telenovelas is reshaping prime-time in the giant South American country. (Note: Telenovelas -- or "novelas," in Brazilian Portuguese -- are a national obsession in Brazil, nearly on par with football.) Macedo has already scored two prime-time hits with soap operas based on the Bible: "The Ten Commandments," in 2015, and "The Promised Land," currently on air.

Spending $230,000 per episode, the network has drawn viewers and advertisers with extravagant biblical sets, costumes and, in the case of "The Ten Commandments," action filmed partly on location in Israel. [03]

And I never thought I would see someone out gaudy Trump. Edir Macedo has. These pictures are stills from a YouTube video [02] 
 

End Notes.
[01] Alex Cuadros. Cult Education Institute. Edir Macedo, Brazil's Billionaire Bishop. Bloomberg Businessweek/April 25, 2013. https://www.culteducation.com/group/1211-universal-church-kingdom-of-god/21665-edir-macedo-brazils-billionaire-bishop.html 
[02] https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=M4WDhFlnqFc 
[03] Brazil mega-church scores TV hit with biblical soaps. 
https://www.enca.com/life/entertainment/brazil-mega-church-scores-tv-hit-with-biblical-soaps 
Nigeria
Chris Oyakhilome
Forbes estimates his net worth to be between $30 and $50 million.
"Last year, the charismatic preacher was at the center of a $35 million money laundering case in which he was accused of siphoning funds from his church to foreign banks. Pastor Chris pleaded no wrongdoing and the case was eventually dismissed. His church, Christ Embassy, boasts more than 40,000 members, several of whom are successful business executives and politicians. Oyakhilome's diversified interests include newspapers, magazines, a local television station, a record label, satellite TV, hotels and extensive real estate. His Loveworld TV Network is the first Christian network to broadcast from Africa to the rest of the world on a 24 hour basis. [01]
David Oyedepo
This pastor in one of the poorest countries on earth has a net worth of over 150 Million dollars and is believed to be Nigeria's wealthiest preacher. His Living Faith World Outreach Ministry one of Africa's largest congregations.

"The Faith Tabernacle, where he hosts three services every Sunday, is Africa's largest worship center, with a seating capacity of 50,000. Oyedepo owns four private jets and homes in London and the United States. 
He also owns Dominion Publishing House, a thriving publishing company that publishes all his books. He founded and owns Covenant University, one of Nigeria's leading tertiary institutions, and Faith Academy, an elite high school."

Three others, Temitope Joshua, Matthew Ashimolowo, and Chris Okotie are all said to have a Net worth of $3 -$15 million. [01]

End Notes 
Edir Macedo, Brazil's Billionaire Bishop 
[01] Alex Cuadros. Edir Macedo, Brazil's Billionaire Bishop. April 26, 2013, 12:46 PM 
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2013-04-25/edir-macedo-brazils-billionaire-bishop 
[02] https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Tc4CClt1MfM 
Chris Oyakhilome
[01] Mfonobong Nsehe. The Five Richest Pastors in Nigeria. Forbes Magazine. 
https://www.forbes.com/sites/mfonobongnsehe/2011/06/07/the-five-richest-pastors-in-nigeria/#2a9aa9c56031 
David Oyedepo
02] Mfonobong Nsehe. The Five Richest Pastors in Nigeria. Forbes Magazine. 
https://www.forbes.com/sites/mfonobongnsehe/2011/06/07/the-five-richest-pastors-in-nigeria/#2a9aa9c56031 
Temitope Joshua, Matthew Ashimolowo, and Chris Okotie 
[03] Mfonobong Nsehe. The Five Richest Pastors in Nigeria. Forbes Magazine. 
https://www.forbes.com/sites/mfonobongnsehe/2011/06/07/the-five-richest-pastors-in-nigeria/#2a9aa9c56031 
A Few of Yesteryear's Hucksters
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Robert Schuller and The Crystal Cathedral
Although Crystal Cathedral Ministries declared bankruptcy in 2010 and sold its 34-acre campus to the Catholic Diocese of Orange for $57.5 million in 2011, it deserves an 'honorable' mention.

Some years ago, seeing-stars.com, which billed itself as the Ultimate Guide to Celebrities and Hollywood, had this to say about the Crystal Cathedral.... "If ever there was a "Hollywood" church, in the true sense of the word, it is the Community Church in Garden Grove, better known as The Crystal Cathedral".  They weren't kidding.

Made almost entirely of glass (and a spiderweb framework of white steel), the star-shaped "cathedral" is something to behold: over 400 feet long and 200 feet across, rising some 12 stories above the ground, with an angular, mirror-like exterior, its transparent, sun-lit interior features a giant television screen, and an altar of rich marble (bearing a [image: image28.jpg]


natural image that some think resembles Christ on the cross). The cathedral's pipe organ (with 16,000 pipes, it's among the five largest pipe organs in the world), the 100-plus voices of the Hour of Power Choir, or the electric fountain/stream that runs down the middle of the central aisle. The church seats almost 3,000 worshipers for Sunday services. But giant, sliding glass doors on the side of the church allow even more worshipers to watch the services from their cars in the parking lot.

Boasting over 12,000 panes of glass, and a sparkling, contemporary bell tower, the "cathedral" is an Orange County landmark visible for miles around. The new glass tower was added in 1990, and is a stunning edifice in its own right; at the tower's base you will find a tiny, dome-shaped chapel housing an uncommon, cross-shaped crystal. Instead the usual wooden church pews, the "cathedral.” offers soft, theatre-style, individual seats (each bearing a small plaque with the name of a donor). During Sunday services, the church offers a nursery and childcare services. [01]

As said by the Orange County Register

The church's "Hour of Power" television show attracted 1 million viewers nationwide and millions more around the world. The "Glory of Christmas" and "Glory of Easter" pageants, featuring elaborate sets, live animals and flying angels, drew thousands each year to the cathedral. At its peak, the church had 10,000 congregants in Orange County and millions nationwide and around the world. It was sought after by such celebrities as John Wayne, Andy Griffith, pianist Roger Williams, and Evel Knievel. 

But, apparently an $80 million budget wasn't enough

 Partly due to extravaganza staged by the church (for example "the Cathedral spent between $13 million and $15 million on a lavish production called "Creation." The show not only lost about $5 million, but was never staged again" 

When the Cathedral filed for Chapter 11 bankruptcy it had to dig itself out of a considerable financial mess - a $36 million mortgage to pay off and a total debt of $48 million. About $7.5 million of that debt was to unsecured creditors – a majority of them vendors and laborers whose bills had gone unpaid. [02]

Note. Robert Schuller was the epitome of the wolf that Paul spoke about in Acts 20:29-30. 
Called an extraordinary minister by New Age leader Neale Donald Walsch, what Schuller believed about the Bible was actually a redefined, twisted view of it. His repentance was not Bible repentance; his new birth was not Bible regeneration; his Jesus and his salvation was not that of the Bible. By promoting New Agers and their doctrines, Robert Schuller did his part to lead the church further and further away from Biblical doctrine down some very dark paths. Details

End Notes.
[01] The Crystal Cathedral. http://www.seeing-stars.com/churches/crystalcathedral.shtml. Site no longer exists

[02] Deepa Bharath. Rifts, debt tear at Crystal Cathedral. The Orange County Register. Published: Oct. 23, 2010 
https://www.ocregister.com/2010/10/24/rifts-debt-tear-at-crystal-cathedral/ 
Oral Roberts
The prosperity gospel was popularized by Oral Roberts. It is said that when one day he randomly opened his Bible to John's third Epistle and the words "Beloved, I pray that in all respects you may prosper and be in good health, just as your soul prospers. (3 John 1:2 NASB)" jumped out at him, he and his wife were greatly excited. He claimed that it opened his mind to the fact that it was okay to be rich. Except that the verse didn't have anything to do with material wealth. See 3 John 1:2 - The Compliment Paul Paid Gaius -
Roberts went on to develop his famous concept of seed faith that has become the cash-cow for many, many other like-minded preachers. It didn't hurt Oral Roberts either. Something that most of his followers never knew is that he

dresses in Brioni suits that cost $500 to $1000; walks in $100 shoes; lives in a $250,000 house in Tulsa and has a million dollar home in Palm Springs; wears diamond rings and solid gold bracelets employees 'airbrush' out of his publicity photos; drives $25,000 automobiles which are replaced every 6 months; flies around the country in a $2 million fanjet falcon; has membership, as does his son Richard, in 'the most prestigious and elite country club in Tulsa,' the Southern Hills (the membership fee alone was $18,000 for each, with $130 monthly dues) and in 'the ultra-posh Thunderbird Country Club in Rancho Mirage, California' (both father and son joined when memberships were $20,000 each--they are now $25,000); and plays games of financial hanky-panky that have made him and his family members independently wealthy (millionaires) for life. (When his daughter and son-in-law were killed, they left a $10 million estate!)" (Evangelist R.L. Sumner's review of Give Me that Prime- time Religion by Jerry Sholes)

"In addition to his healthy income, derived mostly from book royalties, Oral continued to enjoy generous expense accounts: 'The Robertses wear expensive clothes and jewelry and travel in a company-owned eight-passenger fanjet.'  [01].

 
Jim and Tammy Bakker 
[image: image29.jpg]


The following is a quote from a 2017 article in the New York Daily

In 1984, after an exhaustive run through luxury stores in Manhattan, they added $24,500 in furs (including a full-length Blackglama) and $27,500 in jewelry (one item was a $6,000 diamond bracelet) to their homeowner's insurance.

While in New York, the couple stayed at a suite in the Waldorf Astoria, complete with a fireplace and baby grand piano. Wherever they traveled, their hotel bills were astronomical.

Later that year, the couple chartered a Gulfstream for a $107,000 flight to Palm Springs. Jim's feet no sooner touched the ground than he raced off to buy three luxury cars, including two antique Rolls-Royces, totaling $170,000.

They shared a secret suite at the Heritage Gold Hotel, with gold-plated bathroom fixtures and a 50-foot walk-in closet. Even the doghouse was air-conditioned. [01]

The couple lost their television ministry after a series of sex and money scandals. Jim Bakker was sentenced to 45 years in prison. The term was reduced to eight, and he was released in 1994. [02]

 
James Eugene Ewing 
Once a traveling tent-revival preacher, the Rev. James Eugene Ewing built a direct-mail empire from his mansion in Los Angeles that brought millions of dollars flowing into a Tulsa post office box.

Ewing's computerized mailing operation, Saint Matthew's Churches, mails more than 1 million letters per month, many to poor, uneducated people, while Ewing lives in a mansion and drives luxury cars. Note that although Ewing claims it is a church, Saint Matthew's Churches, once called St. Matthew Publishing Inc., has no address other than a Tulsa post office box. It has two listed phone numbers in Tulsa and both are answered by a recorded religious message.

The letters contain an alluring promise of "seed faith": send Saint Matthew's your money and God will reward you with cash, a cure to your illness, a new home and other blessings. They often contain items such as prayer cloths, a "Jesus eyes handkerchief," golden coins, communion wafers and "sackcloth billfolds." Recipients are often warned to open the letters in private and not discuss them with others.
The approach reaped Ewing and his organization a gross income of more than $100 million since 1993, including $26 million in 1999, the last year Saint Matthew's made its tax records public. And while much of the money is spent on postage and salaries, Ewing's company receives nonprofit status and pays no federal taxes.

Ewing's flair for effective, dramatic direct-mail appeals won him jobs writing for evangelists including Tilton (below), Rex Humbard and "Rev. Ike." In many cases, the letters are identical but contain different signatures.

The Trinity Foundation, which obtained copies of the identical letters, has dubbed Ewing "God's Ghostwriter." [01]


Robert Tilton
Robert Tilton (born June 7, 1946 in Dallas, Texas) is an American televangelist who achieved notoriety in the 1980s and early 1990s through his infomercial-styled religious television program Success-N-Life, which at its peak in 1991 aired in all 235 American TV markets (daily in the majority of them), brought in nearly $80 million per year, and was described as "the fastest growing television ministry in America."

However, within two years after ABC's Primetime Live aired an expose into Tilton's fundraising practices, which started a series of investigations into the ministry, Tilton's program was no longer being broadcast. See more about the undercover investigation http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Robert_Tilton#Undercover_investigation 

End Notes 
Oral Roberts
[01] Oral Roberts: An American Life", by David Edwin Harrell, Jr., Bloomington, Indiana: Indiana University Press 47405

Jim and Tammy Bakker
[01] Sherryl Connelly. The story of televangelists Jim and Tammy Faye Bakker's fall from grace.  New York Daily News | Aug 05, 2017. http://www.nydailynews.com/news/national/televangelists-jim-tammy-faye-bakker-fall-grace-article-1.3387060 
James Eugene Ewing
[01] Ziva Branstetter. Reaping from faith. Cult Education Institute. 
https://culteducation.com/group/1205-tv-and-radio-preachers/21003-reaping-from-faith.html 
CONCLUSION
Attacking the Critics
As the prophet of old once said:
Woe to those who call evil good, and good evil; Who substitute darkness for light and light for darkness; Who substitute bitter for sweet and sweet for bitter!  (Isaiah 5:20 NASB)
Judge Not
Many of those who defend lavish living preachers will fall back on some Biblical phrases that are as time-worn as they are misunderstood. They will ask you what business you have judging a man of God and remind you that Matthew 7:1 tells us not to judge so that we will not be judged. Few seem to realize that there are numerous examples in the Bible where believers are encouraged, nay commanded to judge. For example,

Matthew 18:15-20 advocates judging a brother in the context of church discipline SEE;

I Corinthians 5:12 commands us to "judge those inside" the church;

Titus 3:10 implores us to have nothing to do with a divisive person; this means we first have to know who the divisive people are - we have to judge.

I John 4:1 says to "test the spirits to see whether they are from God"; II John 10 warns us to be on guard against false teachers, something that one can only do by judging what they say and do by the Scriptures.

III John 9-12 gives an example of exposing the malicious deeds of a certain troublemaker.

What Jesus was opposed to was hypocritical judgment, telling us to first take the plank out of our own eye, before we attempt to remove the speck from our brother's eye. For that to apply to the writing of this article, I would have to be making loads of money off the Gospel by preaching a completely erroneous doctrine and then hypocritically criticize other who do.

And if you judged prudently using the Bible as your yardstick, you would realize that these men are NOT men of God.

See The Fourth Most Dangerous Mistake Any Christian Can Make Is To Believe That We, As Christians, Are Not To Judge Anything or Anyone. HERE
As said in an earlier chapter, neither Jesus Himself, nor any of the apostles of the New Testament were jolly good fellows who were polite to everyone and pandered to whatever they happened to believe. Much to the contrary, in complete disregard of the modern sentiment of not 'offending' anyone, Jesus called the Pharisees, who were respected religious leaders of the day, hypocrites, children of hell, blind guides, fools, serpents, and a generation of vipers. Paul used very 'intemperate' language and John, the so called "apostle of love", did not mince words when speaking of people who claimed to know Jesus, but did not obey Him. In fact, he flat out called them "liars".
Why? Because Biblical love did not and does not include quietly standing by while people are led astray by false beliefs. And, if it means publicly denouncing false teachers who are leading others to their death, then so be it.

This, by the way, is the sole reason that this site exists at all.

Jealousy
Another common accusation hurled at the critics head is that they are jealous? Jealous of what? The lavish lifestyle led by the prosperity teachers that they have achieved by preaching false messages that even God never heard of?

Somehow people manage to ignore the fact that that the Scriptures clearly refute the general principles behind this popular doctrine. They gloss over the many verses that specifically warn of the dangers of riches. They never quote any of the Scriptural passages that clearly state that it is not necessarily God's will for us to prosper in this life. They somehow manage to bypass the repeated warnings against focusing on the material things of this world. Church leaders somehow manage to maneuver their way around the verses that speak against being lovers of money or using godliness as a means to financial gain. See The Prosperity Doctrine
The tragedy is that these false teachers are so focused on the good things in the here and now that they have given up all claim to the coming kingdom - having already had their reward. They have forgotten the advice given in Colossians 3:1-4 and Jesus' words in Matthew 10:39

Therefore if you have been raised up with Christ, keep seeking the things above, where Christ is, seated at the right hand of God. Set your mind on the things above, not on the things that are on earth. For you have died and your life is hidden with Christ in God. When Christ, who is our life, is revealed, then you also will be revealed with Him in glory. (NASB)

"He who has found his life will lose it, and he who has lost his life for My sake will find it. (Matthew 10:37-39 NASB)

At the end of days, all most of them will be able to say to the Lord is

'Lord, Lord, did we not improve people's dress sense in Your name, and in Your name put on light and sound shows for them, and in Your name teach them how to try and manipulate God into 'favoring' them with wealth and good health?'"

And they will be told "I never knew you"?

All those who hang on to their every word have been hopelessly led astray and are more than likely to share their fate.

Jealous? I think not.


Where Did The Idea That Ministers Should Live Modestly Come From?
In response to the criticism that he is living too large, Ed Young of Dallas says they are not "the ones with the baggage" and claims that the "puritanical bias that ministers must live modestly "stems from monasticism". "It was popularized in the Catholic Church — you know, priests and nuns taking the oath of poverty.” [01]

Not exactly true.
While monks like the Franciscans, Benedictines, Dominicans etc. voluntarily take vows that usually include poverty, obedience, and chastity, most priests do not. In fact, the largest category of priests, the Diocesan priests do not even make vows. While the church frowns on luxurious living, diocesan priests can inherit money or property, invest their income or own stocks and shares. [02].

Young also says

There are people in Scripture who are transcendentally wealthy — I mean, a lot wealthier than even people that we would recognize in Dallas — Abraham, David, Solomon, Joseph of Arimathea, Lazarus — they were some major, major hitters and some of the fathers of our faith. [03] 

It is certainly true that people with ample means were not unknown in the Scriptures. However, they were largely from the Old Testament figures. Abraham was a wealthy man long before he was called by the Lord, and one would hardly expect the kings David and Solomon to be poor. Job seemed pretty well off as well.

However, the New Testament is far more focused on spiritual wealth than material. The disciples certainly didn't have any money as shown by Peter who, when asked for a coin by a lame man, replied that he did not possess silver and gold but would give the man what he had - healing (Acts 3:6). Unless Peter was lying he in fact did not have any money. 

Additionally, contrary to what Ed Young would have us believe, there is absolutely no evidence that Mary, Martha and their brother Lazarus were particularly wealthy. Also, Joseph of Arimathea was a member of the Jewish Sanhedrin or council who had (probably in secret) become a disciple of Jesus. After Jesus' death he gathered up his courage and, probably at great risk to himself and his reputation, asked Pilate for Jesus' body that he and Nicodemus laid in his (Joseph's) tomb.

The reason Lazarus and Joseph of Arimathea were even mentioned in the New Testament was because, like Joanna and Susanna who contributed to Jesus and the disciple's support out of their own money (Luke 8:2-3, was because they had a role, albeit limited, in the story of our Lord's time on earth. Their names come up in connection with how Jesus and the disciples bought food etc., one of the many miracles Jesus performed, and where He was buried. These people were nowhere near main players in the Gospel accounts and never again mentioned after Jesus ascended into heaven. 

So the fact that these New Testament figures were wealthy means nothing at all.


Whose Example Should We Follow?  
The fact is we do NOT believe clergy should live fairly modestly because some Catholic monastics have chosen to do so. Nor can we give credence to the idea that we should be very wealthy because Abraham, the Jewish kings, and a few of the supporting players of the New Testament were. The ones we have to look up to and follow the examples of can only be the main players in the New Testament - Jesus, His disciples and the early apostles.
Jesus
Even the most cursory look at the Messiah's life tells us that the Son of God voluntarily relinquished the throne of heaven for our sakes. He opted for a lowly birth, (Matthew 8:20) didn't even have a place to lay His head, was constantly opposed and persecuted by the religious leaders of the day, rode into Jerusalem on the back of a donkey, and endured the deepest shame of being crucified between two thieves. See Was Jesus a Rich Man? 
The Disciples
After Jesus the people crucial to the spreading of the Gospel were His hand-picked disciples and the apostles who took Christianity from a tiny sect to a force to be reckoned with. All of Christendom owes them a huge debt of gratitude far larger than we can imagine yet, in return for their enormous, untiring and unbelievably faithful service they were persecuted, hounded, jailed and finally put to death in the most horrible manners that human depravity could dream up. That is all except for John who was imprisoned on the island of Patmos.

Can anyone possibly think that modern day pastors are more special or more important than the first century apostles? Do you seriously imagine that any of the disciples would have bought pricey homes in affluent areas for themselves - much less use other people's money to do so. Unlike so many modern preachers, they were men of the Gospel who had far more integrity than to use the widow's mite for their own comfort.

In view of which, people who support the idea that today's pastors deserve all the luxury money can buy are immature, Biblically ignorant sheep who swallow whatever is spewed from the mouth of slick and charismatic men who are either crooks or themselves hopelessly deceived.


Does "The Worker Is Worthy Of His Support" Mean Making a Living OR Living An Extravagant Lifestyle
In Matthew 10, when Jesus sent the 12 disciples to preach to the lost sheep of Israel, He told them not to take with them two coats, sandals etc. "for the worker is worthy of his support. "

In 1 Corinthians chapter 9, Paul made the case that those who preach the Gospel were entitled to be supported by the Gospel and had the right to stop working. (Vs. 1-6) Some of the examples he put forth were the vineyard owner who eats of the fruits of the vineyard, and the shepherd who tends his flock and drinks the milk the sheep produce. (Vs. 7). Quoting from Deuteronomy 4, Paul went on to say that this is not his own idea but came from Mosaic law which was given so that the plowman and the thresher alike could have hope they would share in the crops. He and Barnabas had sown spiritual things and he asked if it was too much that they in turn reap material things (Vs. 10-11). Also see 1 Timothy 5:18.

Note that Paul was not writing to claim what was rightfully his, nor was he hinting that the Corinthians should support him. Much to the contrary, he chose not to avail himself of the rights he had. In the second half of 1 Corinthians 9:14 he wrote,

a) those who perform sacred services eat the food of the temple, and those who attend regularly to the altar have their share from the altar? So also the Lord directed those who proclaim the gospel to get their living from the gospel. (1 Corinthians chapter 9: 13-14)

The word living has been rendered from the Greek zao - literally to live or be alive. It is used close to 150 times in the New Testament. For example, the living God (Matthew 16). One cannot live by bread alone (Matthew 4:4), Jesus lived and was dead and is now alive (Revelation 1:18).

In his first letter to Timothy, Paul wrote,

b) If we have food and covering, with these we shall be content. But those who want to get rich fall into temptation and a snare and many foolish and harmful desires which plunge men into ruin and destruction. (1 Timothy 6:8-9 NASB)

If you combine 1 Corinthians 9:14 with 1 Timothy 6:8-9 (a and b above) what you have is that those who preach the Gospel are entitled to make a living by it, but are warned against desiring to get rich. I recently read that a pastor's salary should be approximately the same as the average member of their congregation. Less than that and it would seem that he is being exploited. More and it would seem that he is taking advantage of his position. This makes absolute sense.

But somewhere along the way, making a living was transformed into having a lavish lifestyle. Pastors are more than entitled to make a decent living, but they are NOT entitled to an affluent lifestyle. And since so many prosperity teachers seem to like quoting the book of Proverbs, so shall I -

Two things I asked of You, Do not refuse me before I die: Keep deception and lies far from me, Give me neither poverty nor riches; Feed me with the food that is my portion, that I not be full and deny You and say, "Who is the Lord?" Or that I not be in want and steal, And profane the name of my God. (Proverbs 30:7-9 NASB)

However, these so called men and women of God pull out other verses that they claim justifies their extravagance (See Alleged Scriptural Support For The Prosperity Doctrine) and have done a masterful job of selling their ideas to an extremely gullible and Biblically illiterate public. Thus they wear designer clothes and jewelry, live in multi-million dollar houses, drive the fanciest cars available, own antiques and other works of art and, in several cases, more than one private plane.


What Should Pastors Make?
The Average Pastor 
While I may have given the impression that most pastors are very wealthy and live high flying lifestyles, this is not the case. Although the number vary considerably none of them are exceptionally high. For example,

Payscale says the average pastor makes around $48,443 [04]

Salary.com claims the Median Base Salary is about $94.000 [05].
Christianity Today states that pastor's salaries are largely dependent on "church income and denominational values". The average salary plus housing/parsonage was $78,000 for Presbyterian senior pastors, while Baptist senior pastors earned around $67,000. [06]

Quite obviously there cannot be a fixed salary for a pastor simply because even $100,000 won't go very far in some of the more expensive cities.  For example, in Seattle the median home value is at the ridiculous figure of over $700,000 but in Columbia MO it is less than 200,000. An article on USA Today put it in practical terms.

It's pretty amazing to see how a two-bedroom, two-bathroom 1,500 square foot house on a quiet street can cost $100,000 in one city, and then the exact same house (same size, specs, and amenities) in another city and state may cost upwards of $500,000. In the past on Zillow, there's been a listing for a three-bedroom, two and a half-bathroom, 1,500 square foot home in Johnson City, Tenn. This home is priced at $126,000. A townhouse with similar specifications in San Diego is priced at $499,000. [07]

However, under no circumstances can I see a pastor taking home a million or even a quarter of that just because 2000 people regularly attend his church.

Offering too low a salary is going to dissuade most men, especially those who have children to feed and educate but, on the other hand a ridiculously high compensation is more likely to attract the climber (who may be in it for the money, power and prestige) than the best person for the job, i.e. the one who actually joined the ministry in order to serve our Lord and His people. 

We also need to take into account that (quite ridiculously in my opinion) the job often calls for a post graduate degree that costs money. Student debt can be crushing.  The New Testament had very different criteria that we seem to have all but forgotten about.

 It is a trustworthy statement: if any man aspires to the office of overseer (episkope), it is a fine work he desires to do. An overseer (episkopos), then, must be above reproach, the husband of one wife, temperate, prudent, respectable, hospitable, able to teach, (1 Timothy 3:1-2 NASB)

Deacons (diakonos) likewise must be men of dignity, not double-tongued, or addicted to much wine or fond of sordid gain.... Deacons must be husbands of only one wife, and good managers of their children and their own households. (1 Timothy 3:8, 12 NASB)

For the overseer (episkopos) must be above reproach as God's steward, not self-willed, not quick-tempered, not addicted to wine, not pugnacious, not fond of sordid gain, (Titus 1:7 NASB)

See The Church... Then and Now - Chapter V - The Leaders

Should The Pastor's Salary Be Kept From His Congregation?
Salary information gathered by the Leadership Network from a survey of 1,251 churches with 500 or more members yielded the following information - Although none of the churches made the salaries available to the general public, 82% made the salaries known to an in-house group that deals specifically with personnel issues. However, only 1% made the salaries available to the entire congregation. That's right - 1%. However, many churches share the information with church members upon request. [08]

Certainly the law says it is legal for a church not to disclose their financial information, but is it ethical?

For a pastor or church to keep salaries a secret implies that something is amiss - either they have something to hide or think that the people who actually pay the salaries have no right to know what they make.  Why in the world would anyone attend a church that is not open and transparent about its finances? If you are asked to donate money, you have every right to know where your money is being spent. 

People who attend churches where all you are expected to do is show up on Sunday and ask no questions, but pay for the privilege of being entertained for a couple of hours reminds me of the old adage about mushrooms - kept in the dark and fed manure.

To add insult to injury, many "religious" non-profits, that are obliged to make their financial information public, seek to take advantage of the fact that churches do not and are now asking to be reclassified as churches.

Non-disclosures?
The very fact that I am told that I cannot disclose certain details about the organization means that should they those facts ever become general knowledge, they would be embarrassing at the very least, i.e. there is something to hide.

In any case, when even the Bible does not tell me what I can and cannot do (Whether I follow the Lord's commandments depends on my own free choice) I am certainly never going to sign any kind of non-disclosure agreement or membership covenant. It seems like utter foolishness to put myself under the authority of any other human, especially when it comes to people I do not really know. 


Finally - Modern Christians and Their False Confidence
Tragically, the modern church seems to be under the impression that they cannot be fooled. Perhaps those simpletons of the first century needed to be warned about the wolves among the flock. Perhaps the uneducated peasants of the early church needed to be reminded that it is wise to check everything by the Word of God.

But times have changed. Today's modern, ultra-smart techie generation thinks they cannot be taken in so easily. So, we continue in our conceit, totally oblivious to the fact that the path we are on is pointed down, not up. That the fangs are well concealed behind the facade of ornate and expensive stages, slick even engaging personalities, and brilliant smiles.
A day of judgment is coming when we will be asked, not how much money we had, but whether we lived a faithful life, and in that day the wolves, and those that listened to and supported them, will not fare very well.

Remember this - YOU are responsible for how you use the resources He has provided, so stop for a moment to think whether you want to help Jesse Duplantis or Creflo Dollar buy yet another private plane, or help a missionary get Bibles, a bicycle, a warm coat or even a pair of shoes, all of which are desperately needed by many organizations around the world.

And if you insist on spending your money so that someone can live high on the hog and your so-called church can put on a fancy light show - then they will not be the only ones who have to answer to the Lord - YOU will as well.
Also See The Crown without The Cross on THIS Page
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TESTIMONY OF A FORMER PROSPERITY GOSPEL-WORD OF FAITH BELIEVER-11 MICHAEL ADAMS
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/TESTIMONY_OF_A_FORMER_PROSPERITY_GOSPEL-WORD_OF_FAITH_BELIEVER-11.doc 

TESTIMONY OF A FORMER PROSPERITY GOSPEL-WORD OF FAITH BELIEVER-12 ANONYMOUS
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/TESTIMONY_OF_A_FORMER_PROSPERITY_GOSPEL-WORD_OF_FAITH_BELIEVER-12.doc 

TESTIMONY OF A FORMER PROSPERITY GOSPEL-WORD OF FAITH BELIEVER-13 PAUL
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/TESTIMONY_OF_A_FORMER_PROSPERITY_GOSPEL-WORD_OF_FAITH_BELIEVER-13.doc 

TESTIMONY OF A FORMER PROSPERITY GOSPEL-WORD OF FAITH BELIEVER-14 ARIEL
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/TESTIMONY_OF_A_FORMER_PROSPERITY_GOSPEL-WORD_OF_FAITH_BELIEVER-14.doc  

TESTIMONY OF A FORMER PROSPERITY GOSPEL-WORD OF FAITH BELIEVER-15 MARY
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/TESTIMONY_OF_A_FORMER_PROSPERITY_GOSPEL-WORD_OF_FAITH_BELIEVER-15.doc  

TESTIMONY OF A FORMER PROSPERITY GOSPEL-WORD OF FAITH BELIEVER-16 CONI EDWARDS
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/TESTIMONY_OF_A_FORMER_PROSPERITY_GOSPEL-WORD_OF_FAITH_BELIEVER-16.doc 

TESTIMONY OF A FORMER PROSPERITY GOSPEL-WORD OF FAITH BELIEVER-17 EX-MINISTER JOHN EDWARDS
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/TESTIMONY_OF_A_FORMER_PROSPERITY_GOSPEL-WORD_OF_FAITH_BELIEVER-17.doc 

TESTIMONY OF A FORMER PROSPERITY GOSPEL-WORD OF FAITH BELIEVER-18 DERREN BROWN
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/TESTIMONY_OF_A_FORMER_PROSPERITY_GOSPEL-WORD_OF_FAITH_BELIEVER-18.doc 

TESTIMONY OF A FORMER PROSPERITY GOSPEL-WORD OF FAITH BELIEVER-19 HANK EDWARDS
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/TESTIMONY_OF_A_FORMER_PROSPERITY_GOSPEL-WORD_OF_FAITH_BELIEVER-19.doc
TESTIMONY OF A FORMER PROSPERITY GOSPEL-WORD OF FAITH BELIEVER-20 EX-MINISTER MARK HAVILLE
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/TESTIMONY_OF_A_FORMER_PROSPERITY_GOSPEL-WORD_OF_FAITH_BELIEVER-20.doc 

TESTIMONY OF A FORMER PROSPERITY GOSPEL-WORD OF FAITH BELIEVER-21 PAPA GIORGIO
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/TESTIMONY_OF_A_FORMER_PROSPERITY_GOSPEL-WORD_OF_FAITH_BELIEVER-21.doc 

TESTIMONY OF A FORMER PROSPERITY GOSPEL-WORD OF FAITH BELIEVER-22 ANONYMOUS
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/TESTIMONY_OF_A_FORMER_PROSPERITY_GOSPEL-WORD_OF_FAITH_BELIEVER-22.doc
TESTIMONY OF A FORMER PROSPERITY GOSPEL-WORD OF FAITH BELIEVER-23 RICKY D
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/TESTIMONY_OF_A_FORMER_PROSPERITY_GOSPEL-WORD_OF_FAITH_BELIEVER-23.doc
TESTIMONY OF A FORMER PROSPERITY GOSPEL-WORD OF FAITH BELIEVER-24 YODA
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/TESTIMONY_OF_A_FORMER_PROSPERITY_GOSPEL-WORD_OF_FAITH_BELIEVER-24.doc 

TESTIMONY OF A FORMER PROSPERITY GOSPEL-WORD OF FAITH BELIEVER-25 CHERIE
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/TESTIMONY_OF_A_FORMER_PROSPERITY_GOSPEL-WORD_OF_FAITH_BELIEVER-25.doc 

TESTIMONY OF A FORMER PROSPERITY GOSPEL-WORD OF FAITH BELIEVER-26 VICTOR (INDIA)
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/TESTIMONY_OF_A_FORMER_PROSPERITY_GOSPEL-WORD_OF_FAITH_BELIEVER-26.doc
TESTIMONY OF A FORMER PROSPERITY GOSPEL-WORD OF FAITH BELIEVER-27 PHENERK
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/TESTIMONY_OF_A_FORMER_PROSPERITY_GOSPEL-WORD_OF_FAITH_BELIEVER-27.doc 

TESTIMONY OF A FORMER PROSPERITY GOSPEL-WORD OF FAITH BELIEVER-28 MAESTROH
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/TESTIMONY_OF_A_FORMER_PROSPERITY_GOSPEL-WORD_OF_FAITH_BELIEVER-28.doc 

TESTIMONY OF A FORMER PROSPERITY GOSPEL-WORD OF FAITH BELIEVER-29 KURT HUTCHISON
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/TESTIMONY_OF_A_FORMER_PROSPERITY_GOSPEL-WORD_OF_FAITH_BELIEVER-29.doc 

TESTIMONY OF A FORMER PROSPERITY GOSPEL-WORD OF FAITH BELIEVER-30 MIKE McK
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/TESTIMONY_OF_A_FORMER_PROSPERITY_GOSPEL-WORD_OF_FAITH_BELIEVER-30.doc 

TESTIMONY OF A FORMER PROSPERITY GOSPEL-WORD OF FAITH BELIEVER-31 JEANETTE LARGENT
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/TESTIMONY_OF_A_FORMER_PROSPERITY_GOSPEL-WORD_OF_FAITH_BELIEVER-31.doc
TESTIMONY OF A FORMER PROSPERITY GOSPEL-WORD OF FAITH BELIEVER-32 JENNI
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/TESTIMONY_OF_A_FORMER_PROSPERITY_GOSPEL-WORD_OF_FAITH_BELIEVER-32.doc
TESTIMONY OF A FORMER PROSPERITY GOSPEL-WORD OF FAITH BELIEVER-33 EX-MINISTER TOM KILLINGSWORTH
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/TESTIMONY_OF_A_FORMER_PROSPERITY_GOSPEL-WORD_OF_FAITH_BELIEVER-33.doc
TESTIMONY OF A FORMER PROSPERITY GOSPEL-WORD OF FAITH BELIEVER-34 DANNY H
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/TESTIMONY_OF_A_FORMER_PROSPERITY_GOSPEL-WORD_OF_FAITH_BELIEVER-34.doc
TESTIMONY OF A FORMER PROSPERITY GOSPEL-WORD OF FAITH BELIEVER-35 MIKE & PAT RODGERS
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/TESTIMONY_OF_A_FORMER_PROSPERITY_GOSPEL-WORD_OF_FAITH_BELIEVER-35.doc
TESTIMONY OF A FORMER PROSPERITY GOSPEL-WORD OF FAITH BELIEVER-36 ANONYMOUS
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/TESTIMONY_OF_A_FORMER_PROSPERITY_GOSPEL-WORD_OF_FAITH_BELIEVER-36.doc
TESTIMONY OF A FORMER PROSPERITY GOSPEL-WORD OF FAITH BELIEVER-37 KEVIN REEVES
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/TESTIMONY_OF_A_FORMER_PROSPERITY_GOSPEL-WORD_OF_FAITH_BELIEVER-37.doc
TESTIMONY OF A FORMER PROSPERITY GOSPEL-WORD OF FAITH BELIEVER-38 BOB SCRUGGS
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/TESTIMONY_OF_A_FORMER_PROSPERITY_GOSPEL-WORD_OF_FAITH_BELIEVER-38.doc
TESTIMONY OF A FORMER PROSPERITY GOSPEL-WORD OF FAITH BELIEVER-39 KAREN
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/TESTIMONY_OF_A_FORMER_PROSPERITY_GOSPEL-WORD_OF_FAITH_BELIEVER-39.doc
Note: Due to modifications being carried out on the web site, the links given above will not open.

The files may be accessed by Googling the title (in blue or pink colour).
