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MICHAEL PRABHU, FEBRUARY 12, 2020
In ‘Querida Amazonia,’ Pope Francis Lays Out a Vision for the Future of the Amazon
The post-synodal apostolic exhortation Querida Amazonia sets forth the Holy Father’s ‘Four Dreams’ for the region, but steers clear of endorsing married priests or women deacons.

https://www.ncregister.com/daily-news/querida-amazonia
Edward Pentin, Vatican City, February 12, 2020

Through “four great dreams” for a better ecological, social, cultural and ecclesial future, Pope Francis says he wishes his new post-synodal apostolic exhortation will “awaken” the world’s “affection and concern” for the Amazon region — and help other areas of the world to confront their own challenges.
Entitled Querida Amazonia (The Beloved Amazon), his 16,000-word summary document is divided into four chapters, each dedicated to a “great dream.”

Drawing heavily on Francis’ magisterium and documents of bishops’ conferences in the region, it follows last year’s Synod of Bishops on the theme of “The Amazon: New Paths for the Church and for an Integral Ecology.”

The Amazonian region, the papal exhortation states, is a “great biome” shared by nine countries: Brazil, Bolivia, Colombia, Ecuador, Guyana, Peru, Surinam, Venezuela and the territory of French Guiana.

The most eagerly awaited aspect of the document — the ordination of married permanent deacons to make up for a shortage of priests in the region — is not explicitly endorsed, despite the majority of synod fathers voting for such a proposal.

The Pope does not mention the words “married priests,” “priestly celibacy” or viri probati. He does say a “way must be found” to ensure priests can bring the Eucharist to remote areas, but places more emphasis on giving laity a greater role while underlining the importance of the priesthood.

Also, despite the synod fathers discussing at length the possibilities of a female diaconate, he does not mention the topic and rejects the push for holy orders for women, saying such a move would “clericalize women” and diminish their “indispensable contribution.”

He also makes no explicit mention of an Amazonian rite of the Mass, also a subject widely debated at the synod, but he does call for greater efforts to be made to respect native “rituals, gestures and symbols” and to “inculturate the liturgy among indigenous peoples.”

 

‘A Social Dream’
Francis begins his summary document by describing it as a “brief framework for reflection” and weighing it against the synod’s final document, which he says he does not intend to replace or duplicate. “I would like to officially present the final document,” he says, adding that that text sets forth the synod’s conclusions better than he can and urging “everyone to read it in full.” 

The Pope’s first chapter, entitled “A Social Dream,” focuses on raising the quality of life for the people of the Amazon, with a special emphasis on helping the poor and combating “injustice and crime.” He criticizes the damage caused by “economic actors” importing “alien” models of resource exploitation into the territories, the migration of indigenous peoples to cities, and the rise of xenophobia, sexual exploitation and drug trafficking.

“We need to feel outrage, as Moses did, as Jesus did, as God does in the face of injustice,” the Pope writes, adding that the extent of injustice and exploitation perpetrated on the Amazon region in the last century “ought to provoke profound abhorrence.”

He notes that some missionaries “did not always take the side of the oppressed,” and he humbly asks for forgiveness, while stressing it is possible to “overcome the various colonizing mentalities” and urging education for the poor. The Pope also notes that just as members of the Church have been guilty of corruption, so have the Amazonian peoples, who then became the primary victims.

The Holy Father ends the chapter by calling for dialogue, firstly with the poor, respecting them as “having a leading role to play,” and raising a “prophetic voice” on their behalf.

 

‘A Cultural Dream’

In Chapter Two, entitled “A Cultural Dream,” the Pope takes a positive approach to indigenous peoples and their cultures, saying they should not be viewed as “’uncivilized’ savages.” They are “simply heirs to different cultures and other forms of civilization that in earlier times were quite developed,” he writes.
Again, he laments how indigenous peoples have been driven into the cities, severing them from their cultural roots, and says “unfair generalizations, simplistic arguments and conclusions drawn only on the basis of our own mindsets and experiences” should be avoided.

He observes how a “consumerist vision” has a “leveling effect on cultures,” says “postmodern colonization” must be combated, and urges the young to “take charge” of their roots. For the baptized, these roots include “the history of Israel and the Church,” which, he says, can “bring joy” and inspire “noble and courageous actions.”

The Pope urges dialogue with Amazonian cultures and says an authentic identity is not preserved by “an impoverished isolation.” Concern for indigenous cultural values should therefore be “shared by everyone,” for their “richness is also our own.”

By contrast, he observes how a “globalized economy shamelessly damages” the richness of life and that the “disintegration of families” is a result of “forced migration.” Quality of life cannot be imposed “from without,” he says, as it must be “understood within the world of symbols and customs proper to each group.”

 

‘Ecological Dream’
Francis turns to the “Ecological Dream” in Chapter Three, noting that the Lord teaches us to care for each other and the environment and recalling Benedict XVI’s teaching on “human ecology” and the link with “respect for nature.” The insistence that “everything is connected,” taken from Francis’ environment encyclical Laudato Si (Care for Our Common Home), is “particularly true” of the Amazon region, he says.
He goes on to lambast abuse of the environment and demands an end to the “destruction of mother Earth,” saying “multinationals have cut” her veins and she is “bleeding.”

Francis stresses the importance of water, refers to the Amazon River as the region’s “spinal column,” and says the “equilibrium of our planet” depends on the “health of the Amazon.” The rainforests serve as a “great filter of carbon dioxide,” he says, which prevents global warming and contain “countless resources” that could be “essential for curing diseases.”

Again he criticizes “powerful industries” and “huge global economic interests” for exploitation and for threatening the Amazon biome, but he says the answer is not found in “’internationalizing’ the Amazon region” but rather a “greater sense of responsibility” on the part of nation states.

He urges learning from the “ancestral wisdom” of indigenous peoples to know how to protect the region and learn from the Amazonian people to “contemplate” the region, not only analyze it. “If we enter into communion with the forest, our voices will easily blend with its own and become a prayer,” the Pope writes, leading to an “interior conversion” that will “enable us to weep for the Amazon region and to join in its cry to the Lord.”

He ends the chapter by calling for “ecological education” to overcome a deeply rooted “consumerism and the culture of waste” in the region — something, he says, the Church can help with.

 

‘An Ecclesial Dream’
This brings him on to the final and longest chapter, “An Ecclesial Dream,” in which the Pope focuses on the Church’s role in the region. He stresses that it’s vital to preach the Gospel and bring Christ to others if the Amazon’s problems are to be properly confronted. This must include the “great message of salvation” and to work for “the justice and dignity they deserve.” The indigenous “have a right to hear the Gospel” and to know that God loves every man and woman in Christ, “crucified for us and risen in our lives.”
Referring to the Great Commission, he says without this “great message, every ecclesial structure would just become another NGO and we would not follow the command given us by Christ: ‘Go into all the world and preach the Gospel to the whole creation.’”

He frequently stresses the importance of kerygma (proclaiming the Gospel), while also emphasizing the importance of the Church reshaping her identity “through listening and dialogue.” In this way, inculturation can take place “that rejects nothing of the goodness that already exists in Amazonian cultures, but brings it to fulfilment in the light of the Gospel.”

The Pope goes on to say that Christianity does “not have simply one cultural expression,” and what is needed is “courageous openness to the novelty of the Spirit.” And again, he extols indigenous culture, saying “great riches” have been inherited from them, including an openness to God’s action, gratitude, sacredness, solidarity, shared responsibility, the importance of worship and belief in an afterlife. Their ability to be content with little “should be valued and taken up in the process of evangelization,” he says.

Perhaps in an oblique reference to the Pachamama controversy during the synod and the apparent pagan worship in the Vatican Gardens Oct. 4, the Pope says, “Let us not be quick to describe as superstition or paganism certain religious practices that arise spontaneously from the life of peoples,” and adds: “It is possible to take up an indigenous symbol in some way, without necessarily considering it as idolatry.”

The Pope does not discuss an Amazonian rite of the Mass; instead he supports elements of indigenous culture — “song, dance, rituals, gestures and symbols” — being “taken up into the liturgy,” but notes that after 50 years, “we still have far to go along these lines.”
He expresses disapproval of a Church that “excludes and turns people away” and instead argues for a Church that must “offer understanding, comfort and acceptance” rather than imposing a “set of rules” that only leads to feeling “judged and abandoned.” But mercy, he says, “can become a mere sentimental catchword unless it finds concrete expression in her pastoral outreach.”

 

‘Viri Probati’
He calls for a thorough revision of priestly formation to make it more pastoral, but nowhere does he mention married priests or viri probati (the ordination to the priesthood of married men “of proven virtue”). Pope Francis does point out that in “more remote places, a way must be found” to ensure priestly ministry. “They need the celebration of the Eucharist because it ‘makes the Church,’” he says, and an accompanying footnote (136) quotes Canon 517 that states due to a lack of priests, a bishop can entrust “participation in the exercise of the pastoral care of a parish” to a “deacon, to another person who is not a priest, or to a community of persons.”
He goes on to say the Eucharist “requires the development” of a “rich variety” of “gifts and charisms” and that priests are necessary, but he adds: “this does not mean that permanent deacons, religious women and laypersons cannot regularly assume important responsibilities for the growth of communities, and perform those functions ever more effectively with the aid of a suitable accompaniment.”

Consequently, he says it is “not simply a question of facilitating a greater presence of ordained ministers who can celebrate the Eucharist.” That would be a “very narrow aim,” he says, if “new life in communities” were also not awakened, and he advocates greater lay involvement.

 

The Role of Women
He extols the role of women in the Church in the Amazon, but says it would be a “reductionism” to believe that only giving women holy orders would mean they had “greater status and participation in the Church.” It would “narrow our vision,” he says, leading the Church “to clericalize women, diminish the great value of what they have already accomplished, and subtly make their indispensable contribution less effective.”
By stressing that a priest takes on the person of Christ to be Spouse to his bride, the Church, the Pope further underlines the importance of priests being male, adding that women contribute to the Church “in a way that is properly theirs, by making present the tender strength of Mary, the Mother.” He adds that in a “synodal Church,” women have a central role to play in Amazonian communities and should have access to other positions that do not entail holy orders.

After a brief few words on what ecumenism and interreligious dialogue can offer the region, the Pope concludes with a prayer to Mary, calling on her to “reign in the beating heart of Amazonia” and to “touch the hearts of the powerful” so that “no one else can claim lordship over the handiwork of God.”

“We trust in you, Mother of life,” the Pope concludes. “Do not abandon us in this dark hour. Amen.”

‘Querida Amazonia’: On the Question of Married Priests, a Papal Pattern Returns
COMMENTARY: In Querida Amazonia, as in previous documents, clear questions were posed. Ambiguous answers were given, awaiting clarification by novel maneuvers.

https://www.ncregister.com/daily-news/on-the-question-of-married-priests-a-papal-pattern-returns 
Father Raymond J. de Souza, February 12, 2020
In regard to the magisterium of Pope Francis it’s not just what he teaches, but how.
In both Amoris Laetitia and in regard to capital punishment, the manner of magisterial teaching was novel. The pattern is now repeated with Querida Amazonia, the Holy Father’s post-synodal apostolic exhortation.

 

A Synod with a Predetermined Goal
The key question for more than two years has been whether or not the Holy Father would approve the ordination of married priests in the Amazon region.

That was the same story with Amoris Laetitia; two years before its release in 2016, Cardinal Walter Kasper was invited by Pope Francis to address the College of Cardinals on admitting the divorced and civilly remarried to Holy Communion. There was a lot of back and forth over the next two years, but when it all landed on the papal desk, that very question was there, waiting for his resolution.

Recall the back story on the Amazon synod. After the twin synods on the family in 2014 and 2015, the Holy Father suggested that the next ordinary synod in 2018 be devoted to the priesthood, where the question of celibacy could be raised. The synod council — elected by the bishops at the 2015 synod — voted that combustible topic down.

In 2017, Pope Francis announced the Amazonian synod, a “special assembly” that did not require any synod council approval and whose members would be entirely chosen by the Holy Father. A synod on the Amazon meant the question of married priests would be considered. Two years later, after a lot of back and forth, the question was on the Pope’s desk.

 
An Ambiguous Answer
What, then, is the answer to the question? Has the Holy Father decide to permit the ordination of married deacons as priests for the Amazon? The synod recommended it. Does the Holy Father approve?

The answer is ambiguous. Pope Francis hinted in both directions without offering a clear answer.

“The way of shaping priestly life and ministry is not monolithic; it develops distinctive traits in different parts of the world,” he wrote, seemingly in support of an exception to the rules for the Amazon (87). 

“In the specific circumstances of the Amazon region, particularly in its forests and more remote places, a way must be found to ensure this priestly ministry,” he added (89). “Every effort should be made to ensure that the Amazonian peoples do not lack this food of new life and the sacrament of forgiveness.”

On the other hand, Pope Francis seemed to suggest that the solution to a lack of priests in the Amazon was not the ordination of married men, but a renewed missionary zeal.

“This urgent need leads me to urge all bishops, especially those in Latin America, not only to promote prayer for priestly vocations, but also to be more generous in encouraging those who display a missionary vocation to opt for the Amazon region,” he wrote (90).

The Holy Father then added this stinging rebuke to Latin American clergy in this footnote:

“It is noteworthy that, in some countries of the Amazon Basin, more missionaries go to Europe or the United States than remain to assist their own Vicariates in the Amazon region” (132).

Comfort abroad is apparently preferred to the difficulties of pastoral care at home.

The Holy Father left it at that, not offering a clear endorsement of the synod proposal.

 

A Back-Door Approval?
But perhaps he did endorse the proposal through a back door?

Before the 2018 synod on youth, Pope Francis promulgated a new apostolic constitution that governed the Synod of Bishops, Episcopalis Communio. That document introduced the new provision that “if it is expressly approved by the Roman Pontiff, the final document [of the synod] participates in the ordinary magisterium of the Successor of Peter.”

A non-papal document could ex post be declared part of the papal magisterium.

In the opening paragraphs of Querida Amazonia, Pope Francis writes:

“I would like to officially present the Final Document, which sets forth the conclusions of the Synod, which profited from the participation of many people who know better than myself or the Roman Curia the problems and issues of the Amazon region, since they live there, they experience its suffering and they love it passionately. I have preferred not to cite the Final Document in this Exhortation, because I would encourage everyone to read it in full” (3).

What does “officially present” mean? Does it mean that the Holy Father has expressly approved making the synod’s final document part of the magisterium? Does the synod’s recommendation for the ordination of married deacons as priests now become a decision with papal authority?

Given that those are all obvious questions, the ambiguous phrasing “officially present” must have been chosen in part for its ambiguity. Time will tell if some bishops appeal to that ambiguity in order to advance the ordination of married priests.

 

A Stealth Magisterium
In the case of Amoris Laetitia, Pope Francis, in a mammoth exhortation of some 60,000 words, never even referred to Holy Communion for the divorced and remarried. There was only an ambiguous footnote, interpreted in contradictory ways by different bishops. At one point, Pope Francis wrote a private letter to bishops in Buenos Aires saying that theirs was the “only interpretation.” The letter was leaked, a magisterium by stealth. Months later, it appeared in the official Vatican records as an “apostolic letter,” an ex post addition to the papal magisterium.

In regard to capital punishment, Pope Francis ordered a change in the Catechism of the Catholic Church to characterize capital punishment as “inadmissible,” a term chosen because it has no specific theological meaning, a novelty invented for this occasion.

Now in Querida Amazonia the pattern returns. Clear questions were posed. Ambiguous answers were given, awaiting clarification by novel maneuvers.

‘A Lack of Courage’: Germans Divided Over ‘Querida Amazonia’
The Central Committee of German Catholics, an influential lay group which is jointly managing the so-called synodal process with the German bishops’ conference, accused Pope Francis of a “lack of courage for real reforms” in his Amazonian exhortation.

https://www.ncregister.com/daily-news/a-lack-of-courage-germans-divided-over-pope-francis-querida-amazonia 
Munich, Germany, February 12, 2020

German Church leaders have offered markedly distinct responses to Querida Amazonia, the apostolic exhortation on the Amazon region released by Pope Francis Feb. 12.
Catholic officials in Germany paid close attention to the 2019 Vatican synod that preceded the papal document, because synod recommendations to relax clerical celibacy norms and ordain women as deacons closely mirrored calls made by some leaders of a two-year Church synodal process taking place in Germany.

Pope Francis’ document did not respond affirmatively to those suggestions.  

The Central Committee of German Catholics (ZdK), an influential lay group which is jointly managing the so-called synodal process with the German bishops’ conference, accused Pope Francis of a “lack of courage for real reforms” in his Amazonian exhortation.

The group has taken formal stances against Church teaching and discipline on a range of issues, and called for the ordination of women, the blessing of same-sex unions by the Church, and an end to clerical celibacy.

“With his post-synodal Apostolic Exhortation to the Amazon Synod, Pope Francis continues the path he has chosen. He addresses the whole people of God and all people of good will in a clear and understandable, also emotional language,” said a statement published on the ZdK website on Wednesday.

“Unfortunately, he does not find the courage to implement real reforms on the issues of consecration of married men and the liturgical skills of women that have been discussed for 50 years.”

The ZdK said that, following the publication of the working documents for the Synod on the Amazon the synodal deliberations last October, “expectations regarding concrete steps towards reform, especially with regard to access to the priestly office and the role of women, were very high.”

“We very much regret that Pope Francis did not take a step forward in his letter. Rather, it strengthens the existing positions of the Roman Church both in terms of access to the priesthood and the participation of women in ministries and ministries.”

While the lay committee’s apparently accepted that the pope has ruled out any meaningful change to clerical discipline, the head of the German hierarchy appeared to downplay the impact of Francis’s exhortation.

Cardinal Reinhard Marx of Münich, the outgoing head of the German bishops’ conference who attended the synod last year, released his own statement in response to the pope’s exhortation. Marx insisted that Francis did not close the door on German ambitions to end clerical celibacy, and called Francis’s letter, which has papal magisterial authority, “a framework for reflection.”

“Anyone who expected concrete decisions and instructions for action with the post-synodal letter from Pope Francis will not find them,” Marx conceded, while insisting that recommendations for change from the synod are “by no means off the table.”

“As is well known, the two-thirds majority of the 280 [synodal fathers] in the final synodal document also advocated for exceptions to compulsory celibacy and stimulated further reflection on the admission of women to the diaconate,” the German cardinal said.

“Against the background of the reform proposals discussed in Germany, these issues were particularly well received by the Church and public, but they were not the main topics of the synod.”

“This discussion will continue,” Cardinal Marx insisted.

Although the final synodal document was “formally presented” along with the pope’s response, Cardinal Michael Czerny and Cardinal Lorenzo Baldisseri both emphasized during the Vatican press conference that it has no magisterial weight and does not authorize any diocesan bishop to ordain married men.

In contrast to the resignation and protests expressed, another German churchman welcomed the pope’s document.

Cardinal Gerhard Müller, prefect emeritus of the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith welcomed Querida Amazonia, saying the pope “does not want to fuel existing political, ethnic and inner-Church conflicts and conflicts of interest, but rather to overcome them.”

“The Pope does not draw from [the final synodal document] any dramatic and disconcerting conclusions,” Cardinal Müller wrote in his own response on Wednesday. 

“Rather, he wishes to offer the Church and all people of good will his own answers, in order to help to ensure a ‘harmonious, creative and fruitful reception of the whole synodal process’.”

Cardinal Müller said that the text could have “the reconciling effect of reducing internal Church factions, ideological fixations and the danger of inner emigration or open resistance.”

The cardinal said the pope has made an important call for renewed missionary commitment and zeal from all the faithful for the Amazon region, and underscored the dignity and mission of the laity.

“The lay faithful are not defined by the fact that they can do everything except that which is exclusively reserved to priests, but by their participation in the total mission of the Church on the basis of Baptism and Confirmation,” Cardinal Müller wrote, noting that “the importance of the ecclesial ministries of laymen and women, who ‘are called in various ways to direct collaboration with the apostolate of the hierarchy,’ is rightly recalled” by the pope.

Pope Francis, Cardinal Müller said, had made a clear choice in his non-treatment of the demands for dramatic changes to the clerical state and the divisions these had caused in the wider Church.

“The Pope does not want to fuel existing political, ethnic and inner-Church conflicts and conflicts of interest, but rather to overcome them.” 

“It is to be hoped,” the cardinal wrote, “that the interpreters of this document will refrain from unnecessary harshness and take up the concerns of the Holy Father like true sons and daughters of the Church in a spirit of agreement and collaboration.”

Archbishop Gomez Welcomes ‘Querida Amazonia’
The document presents the pope’s "four great dreams" for the Pan-Amazonian region’s ecological preservation and "Amazonian holiness."

https://www.ncregister.com/daily-news/archbishop-gomez-welcomes-querida-amazonia 
Los Angeles, California, February 12, 2020

Archbishop José Gomez of Los Angeles commented Wednesday on Querida Amazonia, Pope Francis' apostolic exhortation following the Amazon synod, emphasizing its reminder that that Church proclaims Christ.
“Today our Holy Father Pope Francis offers us a hopeful and challenging vision of the future of the Amazon region, one of the earth’s most sensitive and crucial ecosystems, and home to a rich diversity of cultures and peoples,” the president of the US bishops' conference said Feb. 12.

“The Pope reminds us that the Church serves humanity by proclaiming Jesus Christ and his Gospel of love, and he calls for an evangelization that respects the identities and histories of the Amazonian peoples and that is open to the ‘novelty of the Spirit, who is always able to create something new with the inexhaustible riches of Jesus Christ.’”

Pope Francis “also calls all of us in the Americas and throughout the West to examine our ‘style of life’ and to reflect on the consequences that our decisions have for the environment and for the poor,” Archbishop Gomez noted.

“Along with my brother bishops here in the United States, I am grateful for the Holy Father’s wisdom and guidance and we pledge our continued commitment to evangelizing and building a world that is more just and fraternal and that respects the integrity of God’s creation.”

Despite widespread speculation, the apostolic exhortation does not call for the priestly ordination of married men, but seeks to expand "horizons beyond conflicts."

The document presents the pope’s "four great dreams" for the Pan-Amazonian region’s ecological preservation and "Amazonian holiness."

The exhortation does not quote from recommendations made by bishops at the Vatican’s October meeting on the Amazon. Instead, Pope Francis "officially present[s]" the synod’s final document alongside his exhortation, asking "everyone to read it in full."

Nearly half of Querida Amazonia is dedicated to outlining the Roman Pontiff's "Ecclesial Dream" for the Amazon region, in which Pope Francis stresses the singular role of the priest, while affirming the laity’s ongoing contributions to evangelization.

“No Christian community is built up which does not grow from and hinge on the celebration of the most holy Eucharist … This urgent need leads me to urge all bishops, especially those in Latin America, not only to promote prayer for priestly vocations, but also to be more generous in encouraging those who display a missionary vocation to opt for the Amazon region,” Pope Francis wrote.

The exhortation warns against an outlook that restricts “our understanding of the Church to her functional structures.” It also rejects a narrow vision of “conceptions of power in the Church” that “clericalize women.”

Vatican officials: ‘Querida Amazonia’ is magisterium, Amazon synod’s final doc is not

https://catholicherald.co.uk/news/2020/02/12/vatican-officials-querida-amazonia-is-magisterium-amazon-synods-final-doc-is-not/
Hannah Brockhaus, February 12, 2020
Pope Francis’ post-synodal exhortation on the Amazon is part of the Church’s ordinary magisterium – that is officially a kind of Church teaching – while the final document of the Vatican’s 2019 Amazon synod is not, Cardinal Michael Czerny, special secretary of the Amazon synod has said.
The distinction in the authoritative weight of the two documents was also emphasized by Cardinal Lorenzo Baldisseri, secretary general of the Synod of Bishops, and by Matteo Bruni, the director of the Holy See Press Office.

Bruni emphasized that “the apostolic exhortation is magisterium, the final document is not.” He later added that “anything in the final document should be read in the lens of the apostolic exhortation,” including any “application.”

“So we have two documents of two different kinds,” Czerny said in a presentation to journalists.

“The final document, consisting of proposals made and voted by the Synod Fathers, has the weight of a synodal final document,” he said, whereas the apostolic exhortation, “reflecting on the whole process and its final document, has the authority of ordinary magisterium of the Successor of Peter.”

Pope Francis released the apostolic letter Querida Amazonia on February 12. It presents his response to the discussion of the Amazon synod, which took place in Rome over three weeks in October.
This synod ended with the presentation to Pope Francis of a final document, which was voted on by synod members setting out a series of recommendations based on the issues discussed during the preparation phase and synodal sessions.

The final document of the synod assembly is what Czerny and Baldisseri said does not have the weight of ordinary magisterium, noting the pope’s “presentation” of the document.

Pope Francis “encourages everyone to read the whole document” Czerny stated, but added that suggestions made in the synod’s final document remain in discussion only “as proposals made by the synod.” This means that Catholics are not required to believe, or even agree with, the proposals, or regard them as teachings of the pope.

In Querida Amazonia itself, Pope Francis offers his own reflections on the Amazon, saying he “will not go into all of the issues treated at length in the [synod’s] final document. Nor do I claim to replace that text or to duplicate it.”

The pope states that, at the same time, he “would like to officially present the Final Document, which sets forth the conclusions of the Synod…”

Francis added: “I have preferred not to cite the Final Document in this Exhortation, because I would encourage everyone to read it in full.”

The pope also asks that “pastors, consecrated men and women and lay faithful of the Amazon region strive to apply” the work of the synodal assembly.

Francis’ use of the words “officially present,” prompted some to ask if the pope wishes to give added weight to the synod’s conclusions, even if he chose not to cite them directly in his own document.

The option for the pope to adopt the final synodal document as his own, including it as official Church teaching, was part of changes the pontiff made to synod rules in 2018. Since that year, canon law has permitted the pope to give a specific and deliberate kind of approval to a final synodal document that would incorporate the text into the pope’s ordinary magisterium, or official teaching.

However, Baldisseri said that article 18 of Episcopalis Communio, which established that law, makes clear that the pope needs to give his approval “expressly.”

“The apostolic exhortation does not speak of approval of the final document. It does not speak [of it]. It speaks of presentation, but not of approval,” Baldisseri continued. “There is not a clear canonical word of approval, as in article 18 of Episcopalis Communio. It speaks of express approval, not indirect, imagined.”

The final document of the Amazon synod “has a certain moral authority, sure,” he added, “but not magisterial.”

Synods of bishops convened by the pope serve a mainly consultative role, as indicated in the Code of Canon Law.

Their main purpose is to foster unity between the pope and the bishops around the world, and to offer their input as the pope considers questions pertaining to the Church’s activity in different parts of the world, on issues of faith and morals, and “in the observance and strengthening of ecclesiastical discipline.”

“It is,” the Code says, “for the synod of bishops to discuss the questions for consideration and express its wishes but not to resolve them or issue decrees about them unless in certain cases the Roman Pontiff has endowed it with deliberative power, in which case he ratifies the decisions of the synod.”

Czerny said he thinks the best way to understand the synod’s debate of the possibility of the ordination of married priests in the Amazon region is to see it “as part of a process and as part of a journey.”

“That’s why it’s called a synod,” he noted, adding that “we are at a very important part in this synodal process and there are long roads ahead as well as long roads already traveled.”

“And so the questions you are returning to are questions ‘on the road,’ and the Holy Father has not resolved them in any way beyond what he has said in the exhortation,” the cardinal underlined.

“So if there are questions you feel are open, or that the Church feels are open, thanks to the exhortation they will continue to be discussed, debated, discerned, prayed over, and when mature, presented to the appropriate authority for decision,” he said.

“There are decisions that can be made in a diocese, in a [bishops’] conference, and there are decisions that are made here [in the Vatican].”

In Querida Amazonia, pope calls for women in Church leadership, but not diaconate
https://catholicherald.co.uk/news/2020/02/12/in-querida-amazonia-pope-calls-for-women-in-church-leadership-but-not-diaconate/
Hannah Brockhaus, February 12, 2020
Pope Francis’ apostolic exhortation on the Amazon calls for women in the South American region to be included in new forms of service in the Church, but not within the ordained ministries of the permanent diaconate or priesthood.
To admit women to Holy Orders “would in fact narrow our vision; it would lead us to clericalize women, diminish the great value of what they have already accomplished, and subtly make their indispensable contribution less effective,” the exhortation, published Feb. 12, states.

“Women make their contribution to the Church in a way that is properly theirs, by making present the tender strength of Mary, the Mother,” the pope writes. “As a result, we do not limit ourselves to a functional approach, but enter instead into the inmost structure of the Church.”
In his letter, called Querida Amazonia, Francis writes that with “new and unprecedented threats” to the region, the Church must “encourage the emergence of other forms of service and charisms that are proper to women and responsive to the specific needs of the peoples of the Amazon region at this moment in history.”

Querida Amazonia (which means “Beloved Amazon”) is Pope Francis’ apostolic exhortation following the Synod of Bishops on the Amazon. Held at the Vatican Oct. 6-27, the Amazon synod was a meeting of bishops and advisors to discuss ecological, political, and pastoral issues for the Church in the region, which spans across nine countries in South America.

At the end of the meeting, synod members — specially invited bishops and some religious brothers mostly coming from the Amazon region — voted on a document of recommendations, which was presented to Pope Francis Oct. 26.

Among the suggestions in the document was the request that women be considered for certain ministries in the Church, including the permanent diaconate, which is an order within the sacrament of Holy Orders.

The bishops wrote that this was requested in a large number of the consultations conducted before the meeting, and “for this reason the theme was important during the synod.”

In Querida Amazonia, Pope Francis calls for “forms of service” for women, outside of the permanent diaconate — services which entail “stability, public recognition and a commission from the bishop.”

“In a synodal Church, those women who in fact have a central part to play in Amazonian communities should have access to positions, including ecclesial services, that do not entail Holy Orders and that can better signify the role that is theirs,” he writes.

The exhortation states that “this would also allow women to have a real and effective impact on the organization, the most important decisions and the direction of communities, while continuing to do so in a way that reflects their womanhood.”

Querida Amazonia acknowledges the important role women have played in the sustenance of Catholic communities in remote areas where priests are not present or seen infrequently.

“In the Amazon region, there are communities that have long preserved and handed on the faith even though no priest has come their way, even for decades,” it says.

“This could happen because of the presence of strong and generous women who, undoubtedly called and prompted by the Holy Spirit, baptized, catechized, prayed and acted as missionaries. For centuries, women have kept the Church alive in those places through their remarkable devotion and deep faith.”

The exhortation also calls for the encouragement of the “simple and straightforward gifts” which have allowed women to play an active role in Amazonian society and noted that “without women, the Church breaks down, and how many communities in the Amazon would have collapsed, had women not been there to sustain them, keep them together and care for them.”

“This shows the kind of power that is typically theirs,” the document states, warning against a view which restricts the Church to just her “functional structures.”

Under the same section, “the strength and gift of women,” the pope also recalls that in the celebration of the Eucharist at Mass, Jesus Christ, Spouse of the Church, appears “through the figure of a man.”

This dialogue between Christ and his Bride, the Church, “should not trap us in partial conceptions of power in the Church,” it states. “The Lord chose to reveal his power and his love through two human faces: the face of his divine Son made man and the face of a creature, a woman, Mary.”

In an earlier section, the document references and briefly quotes St. Pope John Paul II’s 1988 apostolic letter on the dignity and vocation of women, Mulieris Dignitatem.

“There are those who think that what distinguishes the priest is power, the fact that he is the highest authority in the community,” Francis writes. “Yet Saint John Paul II explained that, although the priesthood is considered ‘hierarchical,’ this function is not meant to be superior to the others, but rather is ‘totally ordered to the holiness of Christ’s members.’”

In Mulieris Dignitatem, John Paul II wrote about the significant role women have played in the history of the Catholic Church, especially in passing on the faith, stating that holy women are “a model for all Christians, a model of the ‘sequela Christi,’ an example of how the Bride must respond with love to the love of the Bridegroom.”

“It is the Eucharist above all that expresses the redemptive act of Christ the Bridegroom towards the Church the Bride,” John Paul II’s letter continues. “This is clear and unambiguous when the sacramental ministry of the Eucharist, in which the priest acts ‘in persona Christi,’ is performed by a man.”

But, John Paul II recalled, “all the baptized share in the one priesthood of Christ, both men and women, inasmuch as they must ‘present their bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God (cf. Rom 12:1), give witness to Christ in every place, and give an explanation to anyone who asks the reason for the hope in eternal life that is in them (cf. 1 Pt 3:15).’”

No mention of priestly celibacy in Amazon synod exhortation
The document does not rule on married priests or on female deacons – but it also rules nothing out
https://catholicherald.co.uk/news/2020/02/12/no-mention-of-priestly-celibacy-in-amazon-synod-exhortation/
Christopher Altieri, February 12, 2020
Pope Francis released his post-Synodal Apostolic Exhortation on Wednesday. Titled Querida Amazonia, the document is an official encouragement to the participants in October 2019’s Special Assembly of the Synod of Bishops for the Amazon, Amazonia: New Paths for the Church and for an Integral Ecology. It is also addressed to the whole Church.
People looking for revolutionary change in the Latin Church’s long-standing discipline regarding priestly celibacy — or even an opening to possible exceptions — are disappointed, as will be people who were looking for a disciplinary fix to thorny doctrinal questions, including the possibility of ordaining women to the Diaconate as it currently exists.

The document does not rule on either of those hot-button issues, which occupied a significant amount of discussion time, column space, and energy both before and after the synod assembly. Querida rules nothing out. Francis’s words on the role of women, however, will not be likely to encourage advocates of admitting women to the Diaconate or restoring the Order of Deaconesses. His exhortation in any case offers no mechanism for further specific practical consideration of any question. 

In fact, Querida doesn’t do much of anything. 

It is, in Pope Francis’s words, “a brief framework for reflection that can apply concretely to the life of the Amazon region a synthesis of some of the larger concerns that I have expressed in earlier documents, and that can help guide us to a harmonious, creative and fruitful reception of the entire synodal process.”

Francis does address the appalling shortage of ordained priests. He places that urgent practical concern within the broad context of crisis in the priesthood — a crisis not merely, nor even primarily numerical — that weighs on the whole Church, everywhere in different ways. “The laity,” Pope Francis writes, “can proclaim God’s word, teach, organize communities, celebrate certain sacraments, seek different ways to express popular devotion and develop the multitude of gifts that the Spirit pours out in their midst.” Nevertheless, they need — the Church and the world need — “the celebration of the Eucharist, because that is what, in Pope St John Paul II’s words, “makes the Church.” 

“We can even say that ‘no Christian community is built up, which does not grow from and hinge on the celebration of the most holy Eucharist.’ If we are truly convinced that this is the case,” Pope Francis went on to say, “then every effort should be made to ensure that the Amazonian peoples do not lack this food of new life and the sacrament of forgiveness.”

Pope Francis went on to call all bishops, and in particular the bishops of Latin America, to foster and encourage prayer for priestly vocations and to adopt a more generous posture toward men who show signs of a calling to missionary work, and encourage them to choose the Amazon region as their missionary field. “At the same time,” Francis wrote, “it is appropriate that the structure and content of both initial and ongoing priestly formation be thoroughly revised, so that priests can acquire the attitudes and abilities demanded by dialogue with Amazonian cultures.”

Francis devoted five short, very dense paragraphs to the role of women in the life of the Church.

“For centuries,” Francis noted, “women have kept the Church alive in those places through their remarkable devotion and deep faith.” He recalled how women who took part in the synod assembly offered deeply moving testimony. “This summons us to broaden our vision,” Francis wrote, “lest we restrict our understanding of the Church to her functional structures.” He said that such reductionism “would lead us to believe that women would be granted a greater status and participation in the Church only if they were admitted to Holy Orders.” That approach, however, “would in fact narrow our vision,” Francis explained. “[I]t would lead us to clericalize women, diminish the great value of what they have already accomplished, and subtly make their indispensable contribution less effective.”

Francis went on to say that the women, who have so crucial a role in Amazonian life, ought to have some official recognition of their place in the Church and should have access to positions of leadership-service “that do not entail Holy Orders and that can better signify the role that is theirs.” He noted that any such scheme would entail a number of specific elements, including “stability, public recognition and a commission from the bishop.”  

Pope Francis said that a disposition reflecting these realities “would also allow women to have a real and effective impact on the organization, the most important decisions and the direction of communities, while continuing to do so in a way that reflects their womanhood.”

Querida Amazonia is a brief document, coming in at 32 pages, block set and single-spaced. It is divided into four chapters, spread over 111 continuously numbered paragraphs. The document is organised around four “dreams” Pope Francis has for the Amazon: Social; Cultural; Ecological; Ecclesial. The fourth and final chapter is by far the longest. It constitutes nearly half the document, drawing on the observations he made in the earlier chapters and integrating them.

One of the more interesting notes in Chapter 3 — “An Ecological Dream” — comes during a discussion of the extremely fraught circumstances of the Amazonian theatre of the global crisis in ecology, with its confluence of political, economic, social, cultural and civilizational factors. 

Pope Francis believes that international organisations and non-governmental actors certainly have their roles to play. Quoting his encyclical letter, Laudato si’, Francis said, “[W]e cannot fail to praise the commitment of international agencies and civil society organizations which draw public attention to these issues.” He noted how such organisations “offer critical cooperation, employing legitimate means of pressure, to ensure that each government carries out its proper and inalienable responsibility to preserve its country’s environment and natural resources, without capitulating to spurious local or international interests.”

Critics of what they saw as Pope Francis’s enthusiastic support for a sort of globalism disguised as internationalism will perhaps be surprised to hear Francis say, in paragraph 50: “Indeed, in addition to the economic interests of local businesspersons and politicians, there also exist ‘huge global economic interests’,” at work in the Amazon. “The answer is not to be found,” Francis continued, “in ‘internationalizing’ the Amazon region, but rather in a greater sense of responsibility on the part of national governments.”
That is another surprising turn in a document that has many of them, and that is bound to occupy the attention of the public both inside and outside the Church for some time.
Querida Amazonia’ Offers Guidance and Challenge for Australia
Statement by President of Australian Catholic Bishops Conference

https://zenit.org/articles/querida-amazonia-offers-guidance-and-challenge-for-australia 

February 12, 2020

Archbishop Mark Coleridge says Pope Francis’ apostolic exhortation Querida Amazonia (Beloved Amazonia) is not just for a distant and alien part of the world but has much to offer the Catholic Church in Australia.
“The Amazon is remote from us but the issues are not,” the president of the Australian Catholic Bishops Conference said.

The document, which follows last year’s Synod of Bishops on the Amazon, was released tonight.

“All papal documents are highly anticipated, but this one holds a special interest not just for the peoples of Amazonia with all their needs, but for the Church around the world,” said Archbishop Coleridge.

He said two critical issues addressed during the Synod and in the Pope’s exhortation – indigenous culture and an integral understanding of ecology – must be front and center in the Australian context as well.

“The Amazon has a unique place in the planet’s ecological footprint and its abuse in various forms is having and will continue to have an impact on the connection between humanity and the planet, our common home,” Archbishop Coleridge explained.

“Here in Australia we see, at times dramatically, the damage done by abuse of the natural world – not only to the environment but also to wildlife, to communities and countless individuals.

“The Church has a God-given duty to care for our common home, made clearer than ever in Pope Francis’ encyclical letter Laudato Si’. Querida Amazonia builds on the papal teaching and applies it boldly in one particular situation.”

Pope Francis’ focus on indigenous cultures in the Amazon speaks strongly to the Australian context, Archbishop Coleridge said.

“It’s good that the Pope’s words on indigenous peoples come as we in this country consider the woeful lack of progress on closing the gap between Indigenous and non-Indigenous Australians in key areas,” he said.

“The issues faced by many in the Amazon are not foreign to Australia, and the Holy Father’s words come as a challenge and encouragement to us too.”

Archbishop Coleridge said Pope Francis has issued a particular plea for the global Catholic Church to be generous in responding to the faithful of the Amazon who long for greater access to the Eucharist and the sacramental life of the Church.

“For those in Australia, the idea that one might go weeks, months or years without access to the Eucharist is hard to comprehend. For the peoples of Amazonia, it’s deeply painful,” he said.

The Pope acknowledges the indispensable role of priests, but also praises the “vigorous, broad and active involvement of the laity” in the Amazon, as well as the powerful ministry of consecrated women and men, and permanent deacons.

“It’s when all are playing their proper part that the Church’s witness has its true power,” Archbishop Coleridge noted.

“Querida Amazonia will be a milestone in the Church’s reception of the teaching of the Second Vatican Council and a spur to us in Australia as we continue the journey of the Plenary Council. For that, we are greatly indebted not only to Pope Francis but to all who made the Amazon Synod what it was.”
Cardinal Marx says married priests still up for debate: ‘By no means is it off the table’
Cardinal Marx and Catholic organizations in Germany insists the allowance of married priests is still open for discussion after publication of the Pope’s Amazon Synod exhortation.

https://www.lifesitenews.com/news/cardinal-marx-says-married-priests-still-up-for-debate-by-no-means-is-it-off-the-table 
Martin Bürger, Bonn, Germany, February 12, 2020
Cardinal Reinhard Marx has emphasized that the post-synodal Apostolic Exhortation “Querida Amazonia” is not intended to replace the final document of the Amazon synod published last October. The final document had called for the ordination to the priesthood of married men living in the Amazon region.
During the presentation of “Querida Amazonia” to German media in Bonn, the outgoing president of the German bishops’ conference stressed that the Apostolic Exhortation published earlier today “neither wants to replace nor to repeat” the final document of the synod.

“By no means is it off the table with the publication of the exhortation! Rather, Pope Francis speaks of his desire ‘to officially present the final document’ together with the Apostolic Letter, and invites us ‘to read it in full,’” Marx said.

The archbishop of Munich and Freising addressed the expectations many people had ahead of the publication of “Querida Amazonia.” Both conservatives and liberals had speculated that Pope Francis might open the door to married priests in the South American region.

“Those who expected concrete decisions and instructions for action in the post-synodal letter of Pope Francis will not find them in this exhortation. Instead, the Pope has performed a reception of the synod and its final document that is relevant to the church in the whole world and supported by the papal teaching authority,” clarified the German cardinal.

Returning to the question of celibacy, Marx pointed out that in the final document of the synod, a majority of two thirds of the 280 participants who had come to Rome to talk about “New Paths for the Church and for an Integral Ecology” in the context of Amazonia, a vast region in South America, “spoke out in favor of exceptions to mandatory celibacy.”

While the participants had expressed their appreciation for celibacy as a gift of God, the final document also explicitly stated their call for married priests.

“Considering that legitimate diversity does not harm the communion and unity of the Church, but rather expresses and serves it, witness the plurality of existing rites and disciplines, we propose that criteria and dispositions be established by the competent authority, within the framework of Lumen Gentium 26, to ordain as priests suitable and respected men of the community with a legitimately constituted and stable family, who have had a fruitful permanent diaconate and receive an adequate formation for the priesthood, in order to sustain the life of the Christian community through the preaching of the Word and the celebration of the Sacraments in the most remote areas of the Amazon region,” the final document maintains.

The members of the synod also “suggested further reflection on the question of admitting women to the diaconate,” Marx continued during his press conference in Germany.

“In the many consultations carried out in the Amazon, the fundamental role of religious and lay women in the church of the Amazon and its communities was recognized and emphasized, given the wealth of services they provide. In a large number of these consultations, the permanent diaconate for women was requested. This made it an important theme during the synod,” according to the final document.

Cardinal Marx explained that against the backdrop of the proposals for reform discussed in German, “these topics found a special echo in the eyes of the church and the public.” However, “they were not the main topics of the synod.”

“Accordingly, the post-synodal exhortation does not directly address these issues, but encourages the further development of the priesthood and in order to enable the regular celebration of the Eucharist.”

Pope Francis wrote in “Querida Amazonia” that in the “specific circumstances of the Amazon region, particularly in its forests and more remote places, a way must be found to ensure this priestly ministry.”

Francis said the while laypeople “can proclaim God’s word, teach, organize communities, celebrate certain sacraments, seek different ways to express popular devotion and develop the multitude of gifts that the Spirit pours out in their midst,” they still need the celebration of the Eucharist.

According to Pope Francis, “The way of shaping priestly life and ministry is not monolithic; it develops distinctive traits in different parts of the world.”

“If we are truly convinced that this is the case, then every effort should be made to ensure that the Amazonian peoples do not lack this food of new life and the sacrament of forgiveness,” the Pope underlined.

In this context, Pope Francis did not mention married priests, but only a promotion of prayer for vocations to the priesthood, as well as the activity of missionaries.

“This discussion will continue,” Cardinal Marx is convinced.

The archbishop of Munich also pointed to the post-synodal council consisting of 16 members that was established at the conclusion of the Amazon synod. The goal of the council is to implement the results of the synod.

In his statement to the press, Marx singled out only two members of that council, namely Cardinal Cláudio Hummes and Bishop Erwin Kräutler.

Hummes had previously expressed his openness to making celibacy optional. Already in a 2006 interview “with the Brazilian newspaper O Estado de Sao Paolo, Brazilian Cardinal Claudio Hummes, who had just been named head of the Vatican’s Congregation for Clergy, said that ‘even though celibacy is part of Catholic history and culture, the church could review this question, because celibacy is not a dogma but a disciplinary question,’” according to Catholic Review, the official publication of the archdiocese of Baltimore.

Kräutler, formerly bishop of Xingu in Brazil, had said in 2019 that people in the Amazon region don’t understand celibacy, as LifeSiteNews reported at the time.

Various organizations in Germany have interpreted “Querida Amazonia” in a similar light as did Cardinal Marx.

Pirmin Spiegel of Misereor, a relief organization supervised by the German bishops, said in a statement that Pope Francis did not take anything back that was part of the final document published last October. “He does not reject it. Therefore, it is still valid,” Spiegel concluded.

Another Catholic relief organization, Adveniat, said that the Apostolic Exhortation “Querida Amazonia” did not “put a stop to further developments.”
At the same time, Bishop Franz-Joseph Overbeck of Essen, who is the bishop responsible for Adveniat, lamented that married priests were not allowed by Pope Francis.

“I would have wished the parishes in Amazonia that Pope Francis had followed the decisions of the Amazon synod and – as a regional solution – had given access to priestly ordination to proven married men (as so-called viri probati) from the Amazon region by way of a dispensation,” the bishop, who has previously shown his openness to women priests, said.

The disappointment in Germany about the apostolic exhortation was also expressed in a first analysis published by katholisch.de, the news website associated with the German bishops.

Having married men as priests was “not even worth an interpretable footnote for Francis, unlike those divorced and remarried in the letter ‘Amoris laetitia’ after the synod on the family.” The piece said that his reaction to the lack of priests is “strangely fainthearted and unimaginative” of the Pope.

“But the Pope does have a proposal to fight the lack of priests and thus to make the Eucharist again accessible for the faithful: the prayer for vocations. Let us pray that prayer is enough,” the article ends with a sarcastic statement.

Cardinal at Vatican presser: Question on women deacons, married priests not resolved
'They will continue to be debated, discussed, discerned, prayed over, and when mature presented to the appropriate authority for decisions.'

https://www.lifesitenews.com/news/cardinal-at-vatican-presser-question-on-women-deacons-married-priests-not-resolved 
John-Henry Westen and Patrick B. Craine, Rome, February 12, 2020
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Asked if the Pope’s new exhortation on the Amazon Synod closed the door on women deacons and married priests, a Cardinal at the Vatican press conference presenting the exhortation said that “the Holy Father has not resolved” the questions and that “they will continue to be debated, discussed, discerned, prayed over, and when mature presented to the appropriate authority for decisions.”
Cardinal Michael Czerny, SJ, appointed by Pope Francis as the Special Secretary of the Synod for the Amazon, added that those decisions “can be made in a diocese, in a conference, and decisions that are made here (at the Vatican).”

Pope Francis released his exhortation, titled Querida Amazonia, today at noon Rome time.

The exhortation itself does not explicitly accept a married priesthood and seems to dismiss the idea of a female diaconate, but there are still many questions, and this was apparent at the press conference.

One of the key points in relation to this, is that right in the introduction of the exhortation, Pope Francis says he is “officially present[ing] the Final Document” of the Synod, which had approved the idea of ordaining married men to the priesthood and of establishing some new forms of ministry for women.
Adding to the confusion, in particular, is that in 2018, Pope Francis issued an apostolic constitution that stipulated the final document of a Synod of Bishops would become part of the papal magisterium should the Pope approve it. Titled Episcopalis Communio, it reads:

If it is expressly approved by the Roman Pontiff, the Final Document participates in the ordinary Magisterium of the Successor of Peter.

At the Vatican’s press conference, however, Czerny and others denied that the final document has magisterial authority.

Nevertheless Czerny insisted the questions are still open for discussion.

After the Vatican press conference today, LifeSite’s Rome correspondent Diane Montagna interviewed Cardinal Czerny about the question of the women’s diaconate, first briefly while he was still seated on the panel, and then in the Holy See Press Office where he was giving interviews. We present below their full exchanges.

First follow up
LifeSite: Cardinal Czerny, the Sacrament of Holy Orders is one sacrament. The diaconate is a part, an essential part, of that sacrament. Can we not rule out that a woman cannot be admitted to Holy Orders?
Cardinal Czerny: It’s under study.
It’s not under study if a woman can be admitted to Holy Orders.
The women’s diaconate is under study.

But not in the sense of the Sacrament of Holy Orders.
We’ll have to see what the study produces.

Second follow-up 
LifeSite: I had wanted to ask you again: The Sacrament of Holy Orders is one sacrament in the Church. Within that sacrament there is the diaconate, the priesthood and the episcopacy. Are you willing, based on what you said here [at the press conference] to rule out that a woman can be admitted to the diaconate within the Sacrament of Holy Orders?
Cardinal Czerny: I really don’t know what you mean, “to rule out.” I have presented the final document of the Synod. You know what it has said about the diaconate. I’ve presented the [Apostolic] Exhortation. The Exhortation officially presents the final document, so that’s there to read. And we know that the Commission on the diaconate will be meeting again, and we’ll have to wait to see.

Yes, but even the Holy Father has said to the International Union of Women Superiors General that even if in the beginning of the Church there existed an order of deaconesses, and he’s talked about how they’ve participated in the baptisms in very appropriate ways. That’s a completely different thing than admitting a woman to the Sacrament of Holy Orders, as many are pushing for in the Church — whether it’s the Germans or in the United States. So according to this document that we received today, is it excluding women from Holy Orders?
No. This document doesn’t go further with regard to this question than the final document of the synod. And as I said already, the Holy Father will be recalling the Commission on the diaconate, and we’ll have to see what its results are.

‘Major setback’ to female deacons, married priests or ‘back door’ to change? Amazon exhortation reactions
The document does not rule on married priests or on female deacons while at the same time not ruling anything out.
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Dorothy Cummings McLean, Vatican City, February 12, 2020
The long-awaited post-synodal papal exhortation on the Amazon has been released. Catholics around the world have reacted in different ways to the document which does not rule on married priests or on female deacons while at the same time not ruling anything out.  
Italian journalist Roberto de Mattei described Querida Amazonia (“Beloved Amazon”) in Corrispondenza Romana as a major disappointment to the change-hungry “German-Amazonian” wing of the Church.  

“A slamming on the brakes on ‘viri probati’, failure of the Synod on the Amazon, open quarrel with the German-Amazonian bishops: these three points sum up the dynamic started by the post-synodal exhortation of Pope Francis,” De Mattei wrote. 

He recalled that the German-Brazilian Cardinal Hummes had sent all the bishops letters flagging text from the Synod’s final report, suggesting that Paragraph 111, which recommended married men for the priesthood, would form part of the Pope’s document. 

“However in the post-synodal exhortation Querida Amazonia, not only is a reference to paragraph 111 absent, but so is every other paragraph of the Final Document of the Synod, unlike what happened with Amoris Laetitia, which in its notes had cited about 80 times the final relatio of the 2015 Synod,” Mattei wrote. 

He concluded that the Synod on the Amazon was, therefore, a failure for the German-Amazonian progressives and that there will be an “explosion” among them.

Christopher Altieri of the UK’s Catholic Herald also mentioned the disappointment of progressive Catholics wanting radical changes to the priesthood.  

“People looking for revolutionary change in the Latin Church’s long-standing discipline regarding priestly celibacy — or even an opening to possible exceptions — are disappointed, as will be people who were looking for a disciplinary fix to thorny doctrinal questions, including the possibility of ordaining women to the Diaconate as it currently exists,” Altieri wrote. 

“The document does not rule on either of those hot-button issues, which occupied a significant amount of discussion time, column space, and energy both before and after the synod assembly. Querida rules nothing out. Francis’s words on the role of women, however, will not be likely to encourage advocates of admitting women to the Diaconate or restoring the Order of Deaconesses. His exhortation in any case offers no mechanism for further specific practical consideration of any question,” he added. 

“In fact, Querida doesn’t do much of anything.” 

Raymond Arroyo, host of EWTN’s The World Over talk show, tweeted that Pope Francis’s “silence on priestly celibacy” was “a major setback” for German Cardinal Marx “and the progressive forces who championed a regional exception [for the Amazon] that could be expanded later.”
Arroyo also tweeted that Querida Amazonia “is a major blow to those who for decades have advocated the ordination of women.”

But Father Raymond De Souza, writing for the National Catholic Register, suggested that Pope Francis, whose Amoris Laetitia allowed Holy Communion for the divorced-and-remarried by way of a footnote, has endorsed married priests “through a back door.” 

De Souza recalled that in 2018 the pontiff promulgated a new apostolic constitution that contained the new provision that “if it is expressly approved by the Roman Pontiff, the final document [of a synod] participates in the ordinary magisterium of the Successor of Peter.”

“A non-papal document could ex post be declared part of the papal magisterium,” De Souza explained. 

He then pointed out that in the opening paragraphs of Querida Amazonia, Pope Francis wrote that he “would like to officially present the Final Document, which sets forth the conclusions of the Synod, which profited from the participation of many people who know better than myself or the Roman Curia the problems and issues of the Amazon region, since they live there, they experience its suffering and they love it passionately. I have preferred not to cite the Final Document in this Exhortation, because I would encourage everyone to read it in full.”  

“What does ‘officially present’ mean?” De Souza demanded.

“... The ambiguous phrasing ‘officially present’ must have been chosen in part for its ambiguity. Time will tell if some bishops appeal to that ambiguity in order to advance the ordination of married priests.”

Steve Skojec at OnePeterFive also warned that the exhortation is no victory for faithful Catholics. 

“In fact, the document does not even mention the words ‘viri probati’ or ‘ordination’ or ‘celibacy.’ But that doesn’t mean the problem is gone,” he wrote.

“Most people prepared today to read the exhortation as a standalone document. That would ordinarily be a sensible approach, but in this case, it’s not possible to do so,” Skojec continued. 

“At the outset, Francis makes clear that he is presenting not only the exhortation, but also the synod’s final document — with the language” from the final document that proposes, in the words of the document, “to ordain as priests suitable and respected men of the community with a legitimately constituted and stable family.”

According to Skojec, the “bottom line, when one connects all the dots, is that there is nothing to celebrate here. Those who were concerned with the final document have just been told that it is now a part of the pope’s magisterium.”

“One of the prelates chosen to present it has answered plainly that its proposals are still in play. Nothing has been taken off the table,” he added.

Fr. James Martin, SJ, the pro-LGBT editor-at-large of America magazine, issued a six-minute video statement, in which he too suggested that Pope Francis had left the door open to serious changes. 

“... Pope Francis is officially presenting the Synod’s final document along with Querida Amazonia, so it accompanies the exhortation as part of his teaching,” Martin said. 

“That may mean that the Synod’s proposals are still up for discussion in the future. In any case, the question of the official status of proposals included in the Synod document, but not explicitly endorsed in the exhortation, should probably be left to canon lawyers,” he continued.   

“Querida Amazonia will delight some and disappoint others.” 

In an essay highly flattering to the pontiff, Austen Ivereigh of the UK’s Tablet suggested that Pope Francis had not dismissed, but merely passed over, the issue of married priests because of the deep divisions between bishops on either side of the debate. 

“Beloved Amazonia does not close off the possibility, but passes over the whole issue, putting the focus firmly on the bigger picture of how the Church and the world can see the region as God does, and act in response,” Ivereigh wrote.  

The pope’s English biographer also pointed to Francis’ wish to give official leadership positions to women serving the Church in the Amazon. 

“For those with eyes to see and ears to hear, the Pope is not just following a path out of the debate over the viri probati, but looking to a whole new kind of female-specific leadership in the Church,” Ivereigh stated.

Joshua J. McElwee of the dissident National Catholic Reporter honed in on the fact that Pope Francis had not, as expected, “allowed for the priestly ordination of married men” in the Amazonian region.  McElwee noted also that the pontiff hadn’t mentioned the Synod’s discussion of women deacons in his document. However, he too highlighted Pope Francis’ spoken endorsement of the controversial Final Document of the Synod on the Amazon. McElwee also pointed out that there were fourteen citations in Querida Amazonia to the Synod’s original working document.

Antonio Spadaro, SJ, the editor of Vatican newsmagazine La Civiltà Cattolica and considered by some to be the pontiff’s mouthpiece, gave a very strong endorsement to the idea that Pope Francis’ has not discouraged the more controversial ideas in the Amazon Synod’s Final Document.  

“This is the first time that a document of such magisterial importance explicitly presents itself as a text that “accompanies” another one, namely, the synod’s Final Document, The Amazon: New Paths for the Church and for an Integral Ecology,” Spadaro wrote. 

 “The exhortation therefore does not go beyond the Final Document, nor does it simply intend to give it its seal. Francis accepts it entirely and accompanies it, guiding its reception within the synodal journey, which is in progress and certainly cannot be said to be concluded. The pope has written this because he wants to give an impetus to the synodal process. Indeed, Francis decides this time not to quote the document at all because that would give the impression of a selection of contents. Instead, his aim is to invite a complete reading so that it may enrich, challenge and inspire the Church: these are the very three verbs used by the pontiff.”
Spadaro seemed to say that Pope Francis is reducing the papacy so that synods can have more power. 

“The Petrine ministry, with this exhortation, is clearly expressed as a ministry of accompaniment and of discernment. The synod affirms itself as a fundamental reality in the life of the Church. It has a time of preparation, a central event and a post-synodal process of implementation, of which the exhortation is part. Clearly, Francis wants to make a contribution to the reflection on the relationship between primacy and synodality, the need for which is increasingly felt.”

In conclusion, despite assurances from some conservative Catholics that progressive Catholics must be disappointed, other conservatives have suspicions―and some progressives have strong hopes―that the novel proposals of the Final Document have not yet been dismissed. 

Cdl Marx steps down just as Pope disappoints progressives on married priests, female deacons
Cardinal Marx's sudden resignation from leadership of the German bishops seems symbolic for the whole state of affairs in the Catholic Church.

https://www.lifesitenews.com/blogs/cdl-marx-steps-down-just-as-pope-disappoints-progressives-on-married-priests-female-deacons 
Dr. Maike Hickson, February 12, 2020
Cardinal Marx's withdrawal from his leadership position in the Catholic Church in Germany might have a link to today's publication of Pope Francis' post-synodal exhortation of the Amazon Synod which does not explicitly endorse the German bishops' reform agenda concerning married priests and female deacons.
Many are surprised at yesterday's sudden declaration of Cardinal Reinhard Marx that he will no longer be available for a second term as the President of the German Bishops' Conference. Not many reasons are given except that he wishes for a younger bishop to take this position, that he himself would be 72 years of age at the end of his second term, and that he would like to concentrate on his work in his own Archdiocese of Munich and Freising.

Yet, this decision seems also symbolic for the whole state of affairs in the Catholic Church. Having been elected for six years as the German bishops' leader in 2014, Marx accompanied the pontificate of Francis in a very intensive manner. But, more importantly, Marx made this decision public only one day before the publication of the post-synodal exhortation of the Amazon Synod which was heavily influenced by the German bishops. The Amazon Synod was closely linked with the German Synodal Path that the bishops had started to prepare since March of 2019, discussing similar topics such as female ordination and the married priesthood. The German bishops had heavily funded the preparations of the Amazon Synod, thus hoping to change the Church in a fundamental manner. One German bishop – who himself was involved in the synod preparations – even claimed that “nothing will be the same” after the Amazon Synod.

As it turns out today, the Pope's post-synodal exhortation of the Amazon Synod did not fulfill the reform requests of the German faction: neither married priests, nor female deacons have found direct approval by Pope Francis. Several well-placed sources in Europe told LifeSite that Marx's withdrawal from the leadership role in Germany is linked to this new papal document.

It is to be expected that the progressive faction of the German bishops – and they represent at least two thirds of the German bishops – will be disappointed and even indignant at Pope Francis' final decision not to pick up fully on their reform agenda. It thus will also make the ongoing Synodal Path discussions harder, since they will likely lack the official backing of a papal document from Rome. The Synodal Path itself has already come under heavy criticism internationally, with Cardinal Gerhard Müller calling it “suicidal” and with Father Gerald Murray, S.J. asking Church authorities to “shut it down.”

While this disappointment for the progressive wing in the Catholic Church might not indicate a sudden change of mind on the part of Pope Francis with regard to his overall reform plans, this papal document can clearly be seen as a direct failure of Cardinal Marx and his own aggressive agenda. Thus, it can be seen as a slight rebuff, thus making it harder for him to remain the leading public face of Germany's reform agenda.

Let us first review Marx's involvement in the Bergoglian reform plans, but also these recent intense conflicts with Rome.

For example, the German cardinal was a leading figure behind the two Synods of Bishops on Marriage and the Family of 2014 and 2015 in Rome, which led to the post-synodal exhortation Amoris Laetitia (of April 2016) opening the door to exceptions to the rule that unrepentant adulterers may not receive Holy Communion. Working together with the retired curial Cardinal Walter Kasper, the German bishops had a strong influence over the synod debates and their final outcome, but also with the German bishops hosting a Day of Study ahead of the second family synod. Under Marx's leadership, the German bishops came out in February of 2017 with very liberal pastoral guidelines which essentially gave each couple in an irregular situation the permission to make, after a period of discernment with a pastoral counselor (not necessarily a priest), a “decision of conscience” whether or not they wish and intend to receive Holy Communion.

It was also under Cardinal Marx's rule that the Germans pushed for Communion for Protestant spouses of Catholics. In June of 2018, the German bishops published their guidelines which allowed some Protestant spouses of Catholics to receive Holy Communion, and this in spite of heavy criticism both from within the Church in Germany and Rome. It was finally Marx who spoke with Pope Francis in private and gained from him the now-famous “F.” signature that gave the Germans permission to go ahead with their controversial text, though not officially under their name, but, rather, as an “orientation guide.”

Next to these many controversial steps, Cardinal Marx, together with his Vice-President Bishop Franz-Josef Bode, promoted the idea of establishing a sort of blessing for homosexual couples in the Catholic Church. 
Under Marx's leadership, Professor Eberhard Schockenhoff delivered a talk to the German Bishops' Conference at their spring assembly in March of 2019, in which he pleaded for an acceptance of homosexuality. He then stated that homosexual relationships are to be “unconditionally accepted” and their sexual activity should not “be morally disqualified.”

The German “Synodal Path” that was approved by nearly all German bishops at that same spring assembly continues to follow Professor Schockenhoff's ideas. As LifeSiteNews' Martin Bürger reported, a preparatory document of the synodal path claims that “homosexual acts also realize positive meaningful values, insofar as they are an expression of friendship, reliability, loyalty and support in life.” Homosexuality, is not any longer to be considered as intrinsically evil. As Bürger adds: “A blessing of homosexual unions is not excluded by the working document.”

Just as with the debate about Communion for Protestant spouses of Catholics, also the Synodal Path provoked several corrective interventions on the part of Rome. Not only did Pope Francis write a Letter to the German Catholics reminding them of the importance of evangelization and of keeping the “sense of the Church,” two dicasteries also wrote letters to Germany, criticizing this reform process for overstepping competences that belong to the Universal Church and that giving laymen too much scope with regard to episcopal competences. Finally, however, Cardinal Marx came back from a visit with Pope Francis, saying that there is “no stop sign” for the German Synodal Path.

What will likely happen with the German Synodal Path, now that its leading representative and voice will leave its post? Professor Thomas Sternberg, the head of the lay organization Central Committee of German Catholics who co-sponsors the Synodal Path, is surprised about Marx's decision, yet still hopeful. He insists that Marx “will continue to play an important role” both as a German bishop and as a German cardinal. But even Sternberg has to admit that he was “sad” when he heard the news.

Much will depend on the next president of the German Bishops' Conference. Yet, it will be difficult to find someone as well connected in Rome, as powerful, and with a direct seat on the Pope's Council of Cardinals.

However, Cardinal Marx has also been controversial as nearly no other German bishop. His propensity to accommodate to the Zeitgeist of our time even led a group of German priests to call upon Cardinal Marx to resign. 
Here, we may list only a few examples:

(2016: He removes his pectoral cross when visiting the Jewish Wailing Wall as well as the Muslim Dome of the Rock on the Temple Mount in Jerusalem;

(2016: His own priestly seminary receives only one new seminarian for that school year;

(2017: He admits his own failures with regard to clerical sex abuse cases;

(2018: He praises Karl Marx and says about him: “Without him, there would not be any Catholic social doctrines”;

(2018: He comes under criticism from papal biographer Peter Seewald for closing down monasteries against the will of the nuns of those monasteries;

(2019: He proposes that women preach at Mass;

(2020: He claims that “spreading of fear” undermines the Gospel.

In light of all these controversial and heterodox words and actions on the part of Cardinal Marx, one last thought comes to mind: after creating so much chaos, the leader of such disorder now leaves.
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