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MICHAEL PRABHU, FEBRUARY 14, 2020
What’s in Pope Francis’ apostolic exhortation on the Amazon synod?
https://www.americamagazine.org/faith/2020/02/12/whats-pope-francis-apostolic-exhortation-amazon-synod
Gerard O’ Connell, February 12, 2020
Pope Francis has again surprised the world with his long-awaited document (“Apostolic Exhortation”) in response to the deliberations of the Pan-Amazonian synod. He does not address the question of the ordination of mature married men to the priesthood as many had expected. Instead, in the text known as "Querida Amazonia" (“Beloved Amazonia,”) he pitches hard for justice for the region’s 33 million people, of whom 2.5 are indigenous peoples, and for the protection of their lives, their cultures, their lands, the Amazon river and rainforests, against the “crime and injustice” being perpetrated in the region by powerful economic interests, both national and international, that risk destroying the people and the environment.
He declares that the church must stand with these peoples in their struggle but insists that it must also bring the Good News of salvation to them. He devotes almost half of the document to the need for a radical, missionary renewal of the Amazonian church that involves inculturation at all levels, including in the liturgy, church ministries and organization, and the development of “a specific ecclesial culture that is distinctively lay,” that gives a greater role for the laity, and especially for women.  

[Video]

He emphasizes the central importance of the Eucharist in building the church in the Amazon region but, at the same time, highlights the disturbing fact that this is not regularly available to so many communities; some do not have the Eucharist for months or years, others not “for decades” because of the shortage of priests. However, notwithstanding widespread expectations, Francis does not address the proposal for the priestly ordination of suitable and esteemed married men (deacons) as a solution to this problem, an issue that largely dominated the media reporting of the synod. He does not explicitly reject the synod’s proposal on this matter, approved by more than a two-thirds majority, he simply does not mention it, not even in a footnote.
It should be stated clearly that his decision to not address the question of ordaining “viri probati” was not at all influenced by the Cardinal Sarah book to which Benedict XVI contributed, because as America learned Francis had already completed his exhortation on Dec. 27, weeks before anyone even knew of the existence of that work, except those directly involved. At the same time, Francis knew most of the senior Roman Curia officials at the synod, including Cardinals Ouellet, Filoni and Sarah, opposed any such opening, despite most of the region’s bishops being in favor.

While Francis, on the other hand, did not consider the issue among the truly big ones at the synod, he recognized its potential for division in the church. Nevertheless, aware of the vital importance of the Eucharist for building the church, Francis, in the part of the exhortation devoted to his “ecclesial dream,” appeals to the bishops of the region and of Latin America to pray for vocations and encourage their priests to be more generous in offering to work in the Amazonian region. In a footnote (No. 132), he says, “in some countries of the Amazon basin, more missionaries go to Europe or the United States than remain to assist their own Vicariates in the Amazon region.”

He calls for the promotion of the married male diaconate in the region (currently there are few) and asks the region’s bishops to give greater role and responsibility to the laity and especially to women, but without opening to the ordination of women deacons—he does not want to “clericalize” women’s role. He devotes five paragraphs (Nos. 99-103) to the important work that women are doing and suggests what more they could do if given “the authority” by the church, something he advocates.
It is important to note that Francis addresses his 15,000-word exhortation “to the whole world” because he believes the main issues being dealt with here are of concern to “the People of God and to All Persons of Good Will” and he wants to “awaken their affection and concern” for Amazonia. He says the church’s concern for the region’s problems “obliges us to discuss” these important issues.

In this context, in a highly significant move, Francis “officially” presents the synod’s final document, which includes the synod’s hot-button issues, to the Catholic Church worldwide. He explains that this text “sets forth the conclusions of the Synod, which profited from the participation of many people who know better than myself or the Roman Curia the problems and issues of the Amazon region, since they live there, they experience its suffering and they love it passionately.” 
Moreover, he says, “I have preferred not to cite the Final Document in this Exhortation, because I would encourage everyone to read it in full.”
Pope Francis presents all this in a highly original, at times poetic exhortation, which the Vatican released at noon on Feb. 12, as he elaborates on the “four great dreams” that, he says, “the Amazon inspires in me.” The four dreams are “social,” “cultural,” “ecological” and “ecclesial.”

Francis’ Four Dreams for Amazonia
His first dream is a “social” one: “I dream of an Amazon region that fights for the rights of the poor, the original peoples and the least of our brothers and sisters, where their voices can be heard and their dignity advanced.”

Here he comes down firmly on the side of the indigenous peoples. He says the Amazon region “is facing an ecological disaster” and insists that “a true ecological approach always becomes a social approach; it must integrate questions of justice in debates on the environment.”

He points to the “injustice and crime” that is due to “the colonizing interests that have continued to expand—legally and illegally—the timber and mining industries, and have expelled or marginalized the indigenous peoples, the river people and those of African descent” and recently led to “migrations of the indigenous peoples to the outskirts of the cities” where “they find the worst forms of enslavement, subjection and poverty” as well as “xenophobia, sexual exploitation and human trafficking.”

He pointedly asserts that, “local powers, using the excuse of development, were also party to agreements aimed at razing the forest—together with the life forms that it shelters—with impunity and indiscriminately.” Today, he says “the imbalance of power is enormous; the weak have no means of defending themselves, while the winners take it all.”

Francis declares that “the businesses, national or international, which harm the Amazon and fail to respect the right of the original peoples to the land and its boundaries, and to self-determination and prior consent, should be called for what they are: injustice and crime.” He adds: “We cannot allow globalization to become a new version of colonialism.”
Pope Francis’ words will certainly not please Brazil’s President Jair Bolsonaro who, on the eve of the exhortation’s publication, sent a proposed law to the Brazilian Congress that would permit mining activities within the reserves of the indigenous peoples, including in the Amazon region, without the people’s consent.

He underlines the fact that “colonization has not ended,” indeed, “in many places, it has been changed, disguised and concealed, while losing none of its contempt for the life of the poor and the fragility of the environment.” At the same time, he claims “it is possible to overcome the various colonizing mentalities and to build networks of solidarity and development.”

He recalls “that amid the grave excesses of colonization” many missionaries defended the indigenous peoples, but some did not. Francis repeats what he said in Santa Cruz, Bolivia in 2015: “I express my shame and once more I humbly ask forgiveness, not only for the offenses of the Church herself, but for the crimes committed against the native peoples during the so-called conquest of America, as well as for the terrible crimes that followed throughout the history of the Amazon region.”

Speaking of his second dream, “a cultural dream,” he says, “I dream of an Amazon region that can preserve its distinctive cultural riches, where the beauty of our humanity shines forth in so many varied ways.”
Francis says the important thing is “to promote the Amazon region, but this does not imply colonizing it culturally, but instead helping it to bring out the best in itself.” He recalls that the region is “host to many peoples and nationalities and over 110 indigenous peoples in voluntary isolation,” many of whom feel they are “the last bearers of a treasure doomed to disappear.”

He notes that “each of the peoples that has survived in the Amazon region possesses its own cultural identity and unique richness in our multicultural universe, thanks to the close relationship established by the inhabitants with their surroundings... In each land and its features, God manifests himself and reflects something of his inexhaustible beauty.”

Francis notes that “a consumerist vision of human beings, encouraged by the mechanisms of today’s globalized economy, has a leveling effect on cultures” and this especially affects the young. He urges the region’s young indigenous people to “take charge of your roots.” Faced with “a colonizing invasion of means of mass communication,” he affirms the need to promote for the original peoples “alternative forms of communication based on their own languages and cultures.”

Francis’ third dream is “ecological.” He says, “I dream of an Amazon region that can jealously preserve its overwhelming natural beauty and the superabundant life teeming in its rivers and forests.”
He recalls that “in a cultural reality like the Amazon region, where there is such a close relationship between human beings and nature, daily existence is always cosmic. Setting others free from their forms of bondage surely involves caring for the environment and defending it but, even more, helping the human heart to be open with trust to the God who not only has created all that exists, but has also given us himself in Jesus Christ.”

In a forceful paragraph (No. 48), Francis states that “the equilibrium of our planet also depends on the health of the Amazon region,” but aware of the threat to the region from “the conquest and exploitation of resources,” he declares that “the interest of a few powerful industries should not be considered more important than the good of the Amazon region and of humanity as a whole.”

He rejects the proposal of “internationalizing” the Amazon region and insists that what is required is “a greater sense of responsibility on the part of national governments.” He praises the work of international agencies and civil society organizations in drawing public attention to these issues.

He emphasizes the urgent need to establish “a legal framework which can set clear boundaries and ensure the protection of ecosystems, otherwise the new power structures based on the techno-economic paradigm may overwhelm not only our politics, but also freedom and justice.”
Speaking of his fourth dream, “an ecclesial dream,” Francis reveals, “I dream of Christian communities capable of generous commitment, incarnate in the Amazon region, and giving the Church new faces with Amazonian features.”
He says, “the church is called to journey alongside the people of the Amazon region” but if this journey is to develop a church with an Amazonian face, then “the great missionary effort must continue.”

Given all the region’s problems, he says “we can respond” with organizations, technical resources, political programs and so on, but “as Christians we cannot set aside the call to faith that we have received from the Gospel. In our desire to struggle side by side with everyone, we are not ashamed of Jesus Christ.”

Francis insists: the Amazonian people “have a right to hear the Gospel, and above all that first proclamation, the kerygma.” But, he says, if the church is to grow in the region, “it needs to be able to engage increasingly in a necessary process of inculturation that rejects nothing of the goodness that already exists in Amazonian cultures but brings it to fulfilment in the light of the Gospel.” He insists, “what is needed is courageous openness to the novelty of the Spirit, who is always able to create something new with the inexhaustible riches of Jesus Christ.”
Given the situation of poverty of so many inhabitants of the Amazon region, Francis says, “inculturation will necessarily have a markedly social cast, accompanied by a resolute defence of human rights; in this way it will reveal the face of Christ, who “wished with special tenderness to be identified with the weak and the poor.”

Addressing the inculturation of the liturgy, Francis emphasizes that the Eucharist “joins heaven and earth; it embraces and penetrates all creation.” In this sense, he asserts, “encountering God does not mean fleeing from this world or turning our back on nature,” rather “it means that we can take up into the liturgy many elements proper to the experience of indigenous peoples in their contact with nature, and respect native forms of expression in song, dance, rituals, gestures and symbols.” He recalls that “the Second Vatican Council called for this effort to inculturate the liturgy among indigenous peoples; over fifty years have passed and we still have far to go along these lines.” Then, in a footnote (No. 120), he adds, “the synod made a proposal to develop an Amazonian rite.”

Francis calls for “an inculturation of the ways we structure and carry out ecclesial ministries.” He re-affirms that only the ordained priest can celebrate the Eucharist and administer the sacrament of reconciliation. He says that “in the specific circumstances of the Amazon region, particularly in its forests and more remote places, a way must be found to ensure this priestly ministry.” He calls for “the structure and content of both initial and ongoing priestly formation be thoroughly revised, so that priests can acquire the attitudes and abilities demanded by dialogue with Amazonian cultures.” In another footnote (No. 133), he recalls that the Synod mentioned “the lack of seminaries for the priestly formation of indigenous people.”
Francis emphasizes that the Amazonian church “requires the stable presence of mature and lay leaders endowed with authority and familiar with the languages, cultures, spiritual experience and communal way of life in the different places, but also open to the multiplicity of gifts that the Holy Spirit bestows on everyone.” He says this “requires the Church to be open to the Spirit’s boldness, to trust in, and concretely to permit, the growth of a specific ecclesial culture that is distinctively lay.” Indeed, he asserts that the challenges in the Amazon region “demand of the Church a special effort to be present at every level, and this can only be possible through the vigorous, broad and active involvement of the laity.”

Pope Francis calls on the “many consecrated persons who have devoted their energies and a good part of their lives in service to the Kingdom of God in Amazonia” to give “a new impetus to inculturation, one that would combine creativity, missionary boldness, sensitivity and the strength typical of community life.”

Pope Francis devotes a section of the exhortation to women. He recalls that in the Amazon region, “there are communities that have long preserved and handed on the faith even though no priest has come their way, even for decades.” He says this, and similar instances involving women, “summons us to broaden our vision, lest we restrict our understanding of the Church to her functional structures. Such a reductionism would lead us to believe that women would be granted a greater status and participation in the Church only if they were admitted to Holy Orders. But that approach would in fact narrow our vision; it would lead us to clericalize women, diminish the great value of what they have already accomplished, and subtly make their indispensable contribution less effective.”
He recalls that “the Lord chose to reveal his power and his love through two human faces: the face of his divine Son made man and the face of a creature, a woman, Mary” and says “women make their contribution to the Church in a way that is properly theirs, by making present the tender strength of Mary, the Mother. As a result, we do not limit ourselves to a functional approach, but enter instead into the inmost structure of the Church.”

Pope Francis says, “the present situation requires us to encourage the emergence of other forms of service and charisms that are proper to women and responsive to the specific needs of the peoples of the Amazon region at this moment in history.” And, so, “in a synodal Church, those women who in fact have a central part to play in Amazonian communities should have access to positions, including ecclesial services, that do not entail Holy Orders and that can better signify the role that is theirs. Here it should be noted that these services entail stability, public recognition and a commission from the bishop. This would also allow women to have a real and effective impact on the organization, the most important decisions and the direction of communities, while continuing to do so in a way that reflects their womanhood.”
Podcast: What ‘Querida Amazonia’ says about married priests and women deacons, in 3 minutes
https://www.americamagazine.org/faith/2020/02/12/podcast-what-querida-amazonia-says-about-married-priests-and-women-deacons-3
Colleen Dulle, February 12, 2020
[…]

The Vatican published Pope Francis’ long awaited follow-up document to the Amazon Synod, “Querida Amazonia,” or “Beloved Amazon,” this morning. This document was highly anticipated because it was expected to include Pope Francis’ final decision on whether or not to allow the ordination of mature, Indigenous, married men as priests or of women as deacons in the Amazon region.
In this brief update episode of America’s “Inside the Vatican” podcast, I explain how these decisions, along with Francis’ comments on creating an Amazonian liturgical rite, fit into his pattern of entrusting important decisions to local churches—and what challenges churches face when trying to make these decisions.
“Querida Amazonia” is about much more than these two issues. You can find more coverage of the document below, along with a full analysis next week on “Inside the Vatican.”

Links from the show:

What’s in Pope Francis’ apostolic exhortation on the Amazon synod?
Video: Five takeaways from 'Querida Amazonia'
Although the synod bishops recommended that Pope Francis approve the ordination of married men, the pope avoided the topic in his document, opting instead to encourage more vocations to the priesthood in the region. Some analysts have taken this, combined with Francis’ emphasis on the bishops’ recommendations document, to mean that the question of married priests is still open.

On the question of female deacons, Francis says no, but encourages the church to find other, creative ways to increase women’s roles in ministry.
Five takeaways from Pope Francis’ Post-Synod Exhortation
https://www.americamagazine.org/faith/2020/02/12/five-takeaways-pope-francis-post-synod-exhortation
February 12, 2020
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Fr. James Martin, SJ, offers five takeaways from Pope Francis' newest apostolic exhortation 'Querida Amazonia.'
Five Takeaways from ‘Querida Amazonia’
https://www.americamagazine.org/faith/2020/02/12/five-takeaways-querida-amazonia
James Martin SJ, February 12, 2020
Pope Francis has just issued an important document entitled “Querida Amazonia,” or “Beloved Amazon.” It is a post-synodal apostolic exhortation, that is, the Holy Father’s summing up of the Synod of Bishops for the Pan-Amazonian Region, which took place in October of last year. The synod gathered Catholic bishops, clergy, theologians and laypeople, including indigenous leaders from the region, to reflect on cultural, ecological and religious issues facing the Amazon.
Even though synods have been around for centuries and were given renewed emphasis by the Second Vatican Council in the 1960s, the Amazon synod was the first meeting of its kind to be organized around a distinct ecological territory. The region contains about 34 million inhabitants, including three million indigenous people from nearly 400 ethnic groups.
Pope Francis sees synods as opportunities for what Jesuits call “group discernment,” during which the Holy Spirit works through discussions and deliberations. This is one way that the pope tries to engage as many people as possible in important decisions. Thus, in “Querida Amazonia,” the pope is reflecting on what happened in that large group discernment.

So, let’s look at five takeaways from “Querida Amazonia.” To do that, I will follow the pope’s four-part structure in the document and then add one final observation.

First, Francis dreams of a region that fights for the “rights of the poor,” especially those of the “original peoples” of the area. The pope takes aim at businesses, both national and international, that harm the Amazon and fail to respect the rights of the original peoples and bluntly labels such actions as “injustice and crime.” We should feel “outrage,” he says, when we see a minority of people profiting from the “poverty of the majority and from the unscrupulous plundering of the region’s natural riches.” The pope also apologizes for times when the church itself participated in these injustices and crimes.

Second, Pope Francis hopes for a world and a church that will recognize the distinctive cultural riches of the Amazon. In many places in the region, the globalized economy endangers or threatens “human, social and cultural richness.” So these distinctive cultures must be nourished, protected and celebrated. “Each distinct group in a vital synthesis with its surroundings,” he says, “develops its own form of wisdom.” But to hear this wisdom we need to protect and reverence the cultures from which it came.
Third, “Querida Amazonia” reiterates some of the most important themes from the pope’s magisterial encyclical on creation, “Laudato Si’.” Grounding his appreciation for the environment in a reverence for God’s creation, he reminds us that everything is connected: “The care of people and the care of ecosystems,” he says, “are inseparable.” But many economic interests see the Amazon simply as a place of industry or a place where one can withdraw natural resources, even though the equilibrium of the planet “depends on the health of the Amazon region.” We should, says the pope about the Amazon, “love it, not simply use it.”

Fourth, the pope turns his reflections to the church in the Amazon, and repeatedly stresses “inculturation.” This is an important theological concept, especially since Vatican II, but really since the beginning of the proclamation of the Gospel, because the Gospel message must always be announced in new ways to new cultures. In proclaiming the Gospel, the church “constantly reshapes her identity through listening and dialogue with the people, the realities and the history of the land in which she finds herself.” In other words, we must ask ourselves: What would a true church of the Amazon look like and what would “witnesses of holiness” from the Amazon look like? For the church to answer these questions it must be open to inculturation.

Finally, the pope looks at the most newsworthy of the topics taken up by the Synod: the questions surrounding the Eucharist. There are many remote places in the region where the Eucharist is not celebrated for long stretches of time because of the lack of a priest. And, as Francis notes, the Eucharist “makes the church.” So he asks for greater participation of laypeople, for example, in “exercising the pastoral care” of parishes and encourages women to contribute their gifts to the church, “in a way that is properly theirs.” He also asks for prayers for more priestly vocations and calls for more missionary priests.

But Pope Francis stopped short of calling for what the synod’s final document had proposed: the ordination of “viri probati,” or experienced married men, and, as some in the synod had suggested, the ordination of women as deacons. These two proposals, both suggested in light of the need for the sacraments in remote places, were not included in the pope’s exhortation. 
However, Pope Francis is “officially presenting” the synod’s final document along with “Querida Amazonia,” so it accompanies the exhortation as part of his teaching. That may mean that the synod’s proposals are still up for discussion in the future. In any case, the question of the official status of proposals included in the synod document, but not explicitly endorsed in the exhortation, should probably be left to canon lawyers.

“Querida Amazonia” will delight some and disappoint others. But it is important to see that the document is the pope’s reflection on the synod’s own discussion, discernment and prayer. No matter what you think about globalization, inculturation, care for the environment, married priests or women deacons, the very process of following the “synodal way” and Pope Francis’ support of that way is a step forward for the church in the Amazon and around the world.
Inside ‘Querida Amazonia:’ A Conversation with Cardinal Michael Czerny, S.J. | Behind the Story
https://www.americamagazine.org/faith/2020/02/12/inside-querida-amazonia-conversation-cardinal-michael-czerny-sj-behind-story
February 12, 2020
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Pope Francis released his long-awaited apostolic exhortation following up on the Synod on the Amazon today. The document was highly anticipated, in part, because it was expected to address the synod’s proposal to ordain married men as priests in the region.

Cardinal Michael Czerny, S.J., special secretary to the Amazon synod, joins Colleen Dulle, host of the Inside the Vatican podcast, to discuss the document hours after Cardinal Czerny officially presented the document in the Vatican.
Some disappointed, some enraptured by Pope Francis’ ‘Querida Amazonia’
https://www.americamagazine.org/faith/2020/02/12/some-disappointed-some-enraptured-pope-francis-querida-amazonia
Ryan di Corpo, February 12, 2020
Pope Francis addressed a number of crucial issues facing the Amazon region in his apostolic exhortation “Querida Amazonia,” including poverty, injustice, threats to the environment and liturgical inculturation. “I dream of an Amazon region that fights for the rights of the poor, the original peoples and the least of our brothers and sisters, where their voices can be heard and their dignity advanced,” he wrote.
But many media outlets focused on what the pope’s exhortation did not do—that is, respond to a shortage of priests in the region by opening the door to the ordination of viri probati, or mature, married men of the community. Writing that “every effort should be made to ensure that the Amazonian peoples” have access to the Eucharist, especially in far-off areas, Pope Francis instead asked bishops to pray for more vocations, to enlarge the diaconate and to reform local processes of priestly formation.

The EWTN anchor Raymond Arroyo interpreted the pope’s letter as “a shock and a wakeup call to progressives who have sought ‘revolutionary change’ in the church.”

“Expect a ferocious response,” he tweeted.

“The pope simply kicked the can down the road. He doesn’t even mention the recommendation of the possibility of married deacons being ordained as priests, which was what the synod conclusions had suggested,” said Bishop Robert Flock of the Diocese of San Ignacio de Velasco, Bolivia, in an interview with the BBC. “As far as I’m concerned, even that was a non-starter because I don’t have any permanent deacons in my diocese, and the real challenge is how to provide the proper formation so that the people can take on these kinds of ministries in a serious way.”

The bishop stated that his diocese, which is 200,000 square kilometers, includes 25 parishes and only 30 priests. “I have all kinds of beautiful chapels where priests only celebrate Mass once a year.”

In an interview with America, Cardinal Michael Czerny, S.J., said the issue of allowing married men to become ordained remains an area for further discussion in the church. Cardinal Czerny, who served as special secretary of the synod, said that the pope’s message should be read alongside the proposals included in the final documents of the Synod of Bishops for the Pan-Amazon Region, which concluded last October. “The church in the Amazon, and indeed the church everywhere, is welcome and invited to consider all of the proposals,” he said, “so the ‘Querida Amazonia’ doesn’t resolve or close any of the questions.”

Archbishop José H. Gomez of Los Angeles, president of the U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops, wrote in a statement released on Feb. 12 that Pope Francis has provided “a hopeful and challenging vision of the future of the Amazon region.”
“The pope reminds us that the church serves humanity by proclaiming Jesus Christ and his Gospel of love, and he calls for an evangelization that respects the identities and histories of the Amazonian peoples and that is open to the ‘novelty of the Spirit, who is always able to create something new with the inexhaustible riches of Jesus Christ.’”

The archbishop did not directly address the controversy surrounding the issues of celibacy and women’s ordination, but he found a message for North Americans in the Amazon exhortation from Pope Francis, who “calls all of us in the Americas and throughout the West to examine our ‘style of life’ and to reflect on the consequences that our decisions have for the environment and for the poor.”
The Women’s Ordination Conference, established in 1975, accused Pope Francis of “willfully turning his back on the calls of women for recognition of the sacramental ministries they offer the people of the Amazon and the global Church.”

Catherine Pepinster, the English historian and former editor of The Tablet, called it “grim” that the church would suggest “clericalism is automatically part of the priesthood.”

Some Catholics in Germany criticized the exhortation’s treatment of women, according to the German Catholic news service KNA. Thomas Sternberg, president of the Central Committee of German Catholics, was disappointed by “the lack of courage to pursue real reforms.” Agnes Wuckelt, deputy chairwoman of the German Association of Catholic Women, called it “unbearable that the official church continues to deny women equal rights and degrades them to service providers due to biology.”

Other commentators praised the pope’s message. Michael Bayer, director of evangelization and adult formation at St. Clement Catholic Church in Chicago, called the document “simply breathtaking.” He added: “It is one of the most beautiful, prophetic texts I have ever encountered.”

Commenting on Twitter, David DeCosse, director of religious and Catholic ethics at Santa Clara University, said: “I get the anger about women priests and married priests but think a bigger issue is: How can its defense of indigenous peoples and lands in light of the Gospel be extended to the indigenous around the world?”

Also on Twitter, Dan Horan, O.F.M., from the Catholic Theological Union, listed “things to note about #QueridaAmazonia”:

“— Acknowledgement of colonialism and neo-colonialism

— Indigenous rights and protections

— Strong call for inculturation and intercultural dialogue

— Renewed call for #IntegralEcology
— The frequent citation of Amazon poets.”

Francis declines to answer Amazon synod's requests for married priests, women ministers
https://www.ncronline.org/news/vatican/francis-declines-answer-amazon-synods-requests-married-priests-women-ministers
Joshua J. McElwee, Vatican City, February 12, 2020
Pope Francis has not granted a request from the Catholic bishops of the Amazon to allow for the priestly ordination of married men in their territories in order to address a severe lack of ministers across the nine-nation region.
In a hotly anticipated document responding to last October's Synod of Bishops, released Feb. 12, the pontiff acknowledges the difficulty some Catholics in the region face in accessing the Eucharist. But the pope does not specifically respond to the request, made by more than two-thirds of the synod's 185 voting members.

Francis also does not mention the gatherings' conversations regarding the history of women serving as deacons in the early centuries of the church, which the synod's final text had said was "very present" in its discussions.

The new document, an apostolic exhortation with the title Querida Amazonia ("Beloved Amazon"), instead focuses primarily on calling the church across the region to continue its struggle against the unrestrained development taking place in one of the world's most biodiverse areas. 

In stark terms, the pontiff denounces the international mineral extraction and lumber industries, saying their quest for profit, which has led to dangerous levels of deforestation, water pollution, and the forced migration of indigenous peoples, resembles a campaign of "injustice and crime."

Francis' text, dated Feb. 2, unfolds over four chapters and 111 numbered paragraphs. The pontiff addresses issues relating to the life of the church in the region in the text's final chapter.

The pope does not specifically mention the synod's request — made in its final document, approved and released Oct. 26 — that he allow bishops in the region to ordain current married deacons as priests.

Instead, after noting that some in the region go without celebrating the Mass for long periods of time, Francis says that "a way must be found" to change the situation. He cites the Second Vatican Council's decree on priestly ministry, which stated that "no Christian community is built up which does not grow from and hinge on the celebration of the most holy Eucharist."

"If we are truly convinced that this is the case, then every effort should be made to ensure that the Amazonian peoples do not lack this food of new life," writes the pontiff.

"This urgent need leads me to urge all bishops, especially those in Latin America, not only to promote prayer for priestly vocations, but also to be more generous in encouraging those who display a missionary vocation to opt for the Amazon region," he states.

The synod bishops had made their request for Francis to allow for the ordination of married priests in their region in one of the 120 paragraphs of their final document. That paragraph was passed by the gathering by a vote of 128-41.

The question of how Francis would answer the request had been the focus of intense speculation in recent weeks. Critics in more conservative Catholic circles claimed that should the pontiff allow for the ordination of married clergy in one region of the world, it would shortly spread to other regions.
The subject received an unprecedented level of scrutiny in January, with surprise news that retired Pope Benedict XVI had coauthored a book with Cardinal Robert Sarah, head of the Vatican's worship office, to defend the church's practice of clerical celibacy.

Archbishop Georg Gänswein, Benedict's private secretary, later said that the ex-pontiff, who is 92-years-old and in frail health, had only meant to offer an essay in the volume and not to be a coauthor.

Although several well-informed sources told NCR that Francis' document had been substantially finished in late December, well before announcement of Benedict and Sarah's book, the timing of the exhortation's release may lead to speculation that the language of the text was somehow influenced by the book.
In an interview with state-run Vatican News timed for release at the same moment as the exhortation, Cardinal Michael Czerny said the question of how the church can better minister in the Amazon region "is not one of numbers."

"The Amazon challenges us … to overcome limited perspectives and not to content ourselves with solutions that address only part of the situation," said Czerny, one of the synod's main organizers. "The great question is a renewed experience of faith and evangelization."

'A very narrow aim'
Francis opens his exhortation by saying he does not wish for the text to replace the synod's own final document, but rather to provide "a synthesis of some of the larger concerns" he has expressed in earlier documents and throughout the synod process.

"I would like to officially present the final document … which profited from the participation of many people who know better than myself or the Roman Curia the problems and issues of the Amazon region, since they live there, they experience its suffering and they love it passionately," the pope explains.

"I have preferred not to cite the final document in this exhortation, because I would encourage everyone to read it in full," he writes.

At a Vatican press conference presenting the document later Feb. 12, Czerny said Francis' choice to so present the synod's final document gives it "a certain moral authority."

Proposals made by the synod document that were not addressed by Francis in his exhortation, the cardinal said, "remain on the table as proposals made by the synod, which [the pope] encourages the church in the Amazon … to read and to appreciate, and to benefit from."

Pressed on the pope's choice not to reference the synod's call for the approval of married clergy, Czerny responded: "I think the best way to understand this is as part of a process, and as part of a journey."

"We are at a very important point in this synodal process," he said. "And there are long roads ahead as well as those traveled."

The four chapters of the exhortation each address four separate dimensions of life in the Amazon: in terms of social, cultural, ecological, and then ecclesial aspects. The pontiff addresses each aspect in terms of particular dreams he says the region has inspired in him personally.

The text, which is at times quite lyrical, incorporates citations from more than a dozen writers and poets from across the region — including Peru's Ana Varela Tafur, Colombia's Juan Carlos Galeano, and Brazil's Yana Lucila Lema and Amarilis Tupiassu.

The document receiving the most citations is Francis' 2015 environmental encyclical Laudato Si', with 26 references. True to his expressed preference, the pontiff does not reference the Amazon synod's final document even once, but does reference its original working document (known as its Instrumentum Laboris) a total of 14 times.
The decision to not reference the Amazon synod's final document stands in contrast to how Francis has responded to the other three synods of his nearly seven-year papacy. Christus Vivit, the pontiff's 2019 exhortation responding to the 2018 Synod on young people, for example, contained 56 references to that synod's final document.

Francis says his dream for the Christian communities in the Amazon is that they might be "capable of generous commitment, incarnate in the Amazon region, and giving the Church new faces with Amazonian features."

In the section specifically addressing the church's priestly ministry in the Amazon region, which comes towards the end of the fourth chapter, Francis reiterates that only an ordained priest can preside at a Catholic Mass.

"The exclusive character received in Holy Orders qualifies the priest alone to preside at the Eucharist," the pontiff states. "That is his particular, principal and non-delegable function."

But the pope stresses that this does not mean that Catholics who are not priests cannot take on other important roles.

"Priests are necessary, but this does not mean that permanent deacons (of whom there should be many more in the Amazon region), religious women and lay persons cannot regularly assume important responsibilities for the growth of communities," he says.

"Consequently, it is not simply a question of facilitating a greater presence of ordained ministers who can celebrate the Eucharist," the pope says. "That would be a very narrow aim, were we not also to strive to awaken new life in communities." 

Francis likewise says that the church in the Amazon requires "lay leaders endowed with authority and familiar with the languages, cultures, spiritual experience and communal way of life in the different places."
In a footnote to the above paragraph, the pontiff references the Code of Canon Law, saying it is "possible that, due to a lack of priests, a bishop can entrust 'participation in the exercise of the pastoral care of a parish ... to a deacon, to another person who is not a priest, or to a community of persons.' "
'Clericalizing' women
One of the issues the bishops at the Amazon synod had spoken most elegantly about in their final document was the role Catholic women in the region play in leading communities and passing on the faith, especially in areas where priests do not live or are not able to visit regularly.

Mentioning Francis' study commission on women deacons, which the pope created in 2016 following a request from the umbrella group representing the world's Catholic sisters and nuns, the prelates said they hoped to "share our experiences and reflections" on the issue with the commission.

The Amazon bishops also devoted a section of their document to women's "ministeriality," and said they considered it "urgent" for the church to "promote and confer ministries for men and women in an equitable manner."

In the apostolic exhortation, Francis acknowledges there are communities across the Amazon that have preserved in faith "because of the presence of strong and generous women who, undoubtedly called and prompted by the Holy Spirit, baptized, catechized, prayed and acted as missionaries."

But the pontiff warns against the church restricting its understanding of itself to a consideration only of its "functional structures."

"Such a reductionism would lead us to believe that women would be granted a greater status and participation in the Church only if they were admitted to Holy Orders," he says. 

"But that approach would in fact narrow our vision; it would lead us to clericalize women, diminish the great value of what they have already accomplished, and subtly make their indispensable contribution less effective," he continues.

Turning to how the church understands the role the priest plays during the Mass, Francis states: "Jesus Christ appears as the Spouse of the community that celebrates the Eucharist through the figure of a man who presides as a sign of the one Priest."

"This dialogue between the Spouse and his Bride, which arises in adoration and sanctifies the community, should not trap us in partial conceptions of power in the Church," the pope says.

Francis calls for the church to "encourage the emergence of other forms of service and charisms that are proper to women and responsive to the specific needs of the peoples of the Amazon region."

"In a synodal Church, those women who in fact have a central part to play in Amazonian communities should have access to positions, including ecclesial services, that do not entail Holy Orders and that can better signify the role that is theirs," the pope suggests.

"Here it should be noted that these services entail stability, public recognition and a commission from the bishop," he says. "This would also allow women to have a real and effective impact on the organization, the most important decisions and the direction of communities, while continuing to do so in a way that reflects their womanhood."

Respecting indigenous traditions
The pope opens the fourth chapter of the exhortation with a long reflection on how the church can better inculturate itself in the Amazon region, stressing overall a need for respect and acceptance of traditions practiced by indigenous peoples.

Citing his 2013 exhortation Evangelii Gaudium, the pontiff writes: "While working for them and with them, we are called 'to be their friends, to listen to them, to speak for them and to embrace the mysterious wisdom which God wishes to share with us through them.'"

Francis also says that the church should "not be quick to describe as superstition or paganism" all traditional religious practices. "We ought to know how to distinguish the wheat growing alongside the tares," he says.

The pontiff appears to indirectly respond to one of the most dramatic scenes of the Amazon synod, when an Austrian traditionalist Catholic took wooden indigenous statues from a Rome-area church and threw them in the Tiber River.

"It is possible to take up an indigenous symbol in some way, without necessarily considering it as idolatry," writes Francis. "A myth charged with spiritual meaning can be used to advantage and not always considered a pagan error."

"A missionary of souls will try to discover the legitimate needs and concerns that seek an outlet in at times imperfect, partial or mistaken religious expressions, and will attempt to respond to them with an inculturated spirituality," he states.
In 'Querida Amazonia,' Francis defends vital ecosystem with stern indictment of its defilers
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"Injustice and crime."
With those two words, Pope Francis denounces in perhaps his strongest terms yet the unrestrained development in the Amazon that he says destroys one of the Earth's critical ecosystems and disenfranchises its indigenous peoples who for centuries have served as its caretakers.

"The businesses, national or international, which harm the Amazon and fail to respect the right of the original peoples to the land and its boundaries, and to self-determination and prior consent, should be called for what they are: injustice and crime," Francis writes in Querida Amazonia, ("Beloved Amazon"), his final reflection on the Vatican's special synod on the Amazon held in October.
The document, called an apostolic exhortation, was released midday Feb. 12 in Rome.
Throughout the 88-page text, Francis weaves insights from the Vatican's Amazon synod (Oct. 6-27) with his past writings — including drawing heavily from his 2015 encyclical "Laudato Si', on Care for Our Common Home" — and even native poetry to present an hopeful image of the universal Catholic Church allied with the Amazon: its people, its culture, its heritage, its ecology.

"Today the Church can be no less committed," he writes. "She is called to hear the plea of the Amazonian peoples and 'to exercise with transparency her prophetic mission.'"

José Gregorio Diaz Mirabal, coordinator for the Indigenous Organizations of the Amazon who attended the Vatican synod, welcomed "the support of a powerful ally, this valiant Pope" in their fight for their lives, and the survival of the rainforest, playing out in the Amazon.

"Throughout the rainforests of Latin America, we are battling governments that treat us like criminals for saying no to projects that would dam our rivers, carve roads of ruin through our forests and turn our land into lifeless deserts and our rivers into liquid poison," Diaz Mirabel said in a statement, who added indigenous peoples must have rights to their traditional territories.

Josianne Gauthier, secretary general of the Catholic development network CIDSE and a participant in the Amazon synod, said the pope's exhortation advances the synod's process of reflection that began with the Amazon communities themselves, and leads Catholics to more in-depth consideration of critical political issues, such as the overexploitation of natural resources, human rights violations and an economic model that threatens the survival of species and cultures.

"We hear once again a call to listen to the voices and wisdom of traditional cultures, to question our model of development and our idea of progress and measure it against the destruction of nature and the violence against those who defend it," she said in a statement.

While many expected the pope to directly weigh in on some of the major proposals coming out of the synod's final document — on environmental matters, a definition for ecological sin, divestment from environmentally destructive companies and new ecologically-centered church ministries — Francis for the most part bypassed the opportunity, stating early on that he did not intend to supersede the synod bishop's final document or retread over every issue it examined.

Instead, he said his goal was to propose a brief synthesizing framework "for reflection that can apply concretely to the life of the Amazon region" and advance "a harmonious, creative and fruitful reception of the entire synodal process." He presents a vision of the Catholic Church in the Amazon united in defense of its tribes, trees, tradition and tributaries, offering an example for the wider church to adopt in other corners of the globe.
"The beloved Amazon region stands before the world in all its splendor, its drama and its mystery," Francis writes in the first line of Querida Amazonia, which he addresses "to the whole world" in an effort "to help awaken their affection and concern for that land which is also 'ours,' and to invite them to value it and acknowledge it as a sacred mystery."

The Amazon Basin stretches across nine countries and more than two million square acres. Home to perhaps the planet's greatest biodiversity, along with 33 million people, 400 different tribes, more than 100 of which live in voluntary isolation, the biome produces one-fifth of the world's fresh water, one-fourth of its oxygen, and one-third of global forest reserves.

It is also an epicenter in the battle between development and preservation, not only of the environment but the lives and cultures of people who have called it home for centuries. Those conflicts arose to an international audience in the months leading up to the Amazon synod, as massive fires blazed in the rain forest — a critical carbon sink for the planet — in part due to deforestation for farming and ranching purposes.

In December, scientists reported the combination of deforestation, wildfires and rising temperatures has pushed the Amazon to a "tipping point" that could see parts of its dense forests change into savanna, and with it pose destructive consequences for biodiversity, the climate and human well-being. Last week, a separate scientific study found that one fifth of the Amazon now produces more carbon dioxide emissions than it absorbs, what the scientists attribute in large part to deforestation.

"The equilibrium of our planet also depends on the health of the Amazon region," the pope writes.

'A cry that rises up to heaven'
Francis frames his reflections in Querida Amazonia through "four great dreams" inspired in him by one of Earth's great biomes: one social, one cultural, one ecclesial and one ecological.

Describing his ecological hopes for the region he writes, "I dream of an Amazon region that can jealously preserve its overwhelming natural beauty and the super-abundant life teeming in its rivers and forests."

But the present reality, he concedes, is one wrought with exploitation and exclusion, as ever-expanding logging and mining activities extract resources from the land while expelling indigenous people, its African descendants and others reliant on the Amazon River from their ancestral homes. Such colonizing interests, both legal and illegal, Francis said, are "provoking a cry that rises up to heaven."

"The inescapable truth is that, as things stand, this way of treating the Amazon territory spells the end for so much life, for so much beauty, even though people would like to keep thinking that nothing is happening," Francis writes near the beginning of chapter three, which focuses on ecology.

"The interest of a few powerful industries should not be considered more important than the good of the Amazon region and of humanity as a whole," he adds.

He condemns the colonizing presence, both past and present, in the Amazon. He cited Pope John Paul II's assertion nearly two decades ago that "we cannot allow globalization to become 'a new version of colonialism.' "
Returning to the theme of integral ecology from Laudato Si', set to mark its fifth anniversary this spring, Francis stresses that environmental and social issues are interrelated, and because of that "a true ecological approach always becomes a social approach."
"We do not need an environmentalism 'that is concerned for the biome but ignores the Amazonian peoples,' " he says, citing the synod's preparatory instrumentum laboris.

CIDSE, the network of predominantly Europe-based Catholic development agencies, welcomed Francis' exhortation, calling it "an invitation to reacquaint ourselves with the fundamental messages of Laudato Si'." It added the pope's conclusions, as well as those from the synod participants, underpinned its decades of work in the Amazon region "listening to the voices and demands of local communities."

Likewise, Susan Gunn, director of the Maryknoll Office for Global Concerns said "The Holy Father is speaking the Maryknoll language" when he urges all people of God and good will to pursue a culture of encounter and dialogue in working for justice for the Amazon and its people. The Maryknoll publicly policy arm added that two groups Francis references, pastoral workers and Christian base communities, are well positioned to preach the Gospel and work for dignity and justice.

"As Pope Francis stated, ecology and social justice are intrinsically linked and the Amazonian region is a clear example of how fragile such a balance can be," CIDSE said in its statement. "But it is also true beyond the Pan-Amazonian region: it's an entire world system that allows multinational corporations to exploit land and resources without paying enough attention to the consequences on the people and on the environment."

Throughout Querida Amazonia, the pope assails industrial development, both foreign and domestic, ripping lands from indigenous people, who then migrate from the Amazon's great forests and riverbanks into the cities where they experience "enslavement, subjection and poverty." He notes that with the loss of ancestral homes often comes the loss of culture and identity.

"The original peoples often witnessed helplessly the destruc​tion of the natural surroundings that enabled them to be nourished and kept healthy, to survive and to preserve a way of life in a culture which gave them identity and meaning," he writes, adding that "The cry of the Amazon region does not rise up from the depths of the forests alone, but from the streets of its cities as well."

Francis calls for the Amazon's indigenous people to be empowered through education and the right to a deciding voice in development decisions on their land.

"The original peoples," he wrote, "have a right to receive — in addition to basic education — thorough and straightforward information about projects, their extent and their consequences and risks, in order to be able to relate that information to their own interests and their own knowledge of the place, and thus to give or withhold their consent, or to propose alternatives."

In a statement, the Global Catholic Climate Movement said the pope's exhortation, and particularly his backing of indigenous peoples, "has special resonance" at a time when Brazilian President Jair Bolsonaro last week proposed permitting commercial mining and industrial projects like hydroelectric dams on protected indigenous lands.

With Querida Amazonia, "Pope Francis strongly endorses the role of indigenous people as the guardians of creation," said Rome-based Global Catholic Climate Movement, which represents a network of 900 Catholic groups worldwide.

Added Dom Roque Paloschi, president of the Indigenous Missionary Council of the Brazilian Bishops’ Conference, "It is imperative that the Church have a prophetic voice and an unconditional commitment to the defense of the poorest and most vulnerable."

No to distractions from destruction
The pope's depictions in Querida Amazonia build on and reflect those from the synod itself, both in its final document and the personal testimonies of indigenous leaders to traveled to Rome to tell them directly to the church, as well as the 260 listening sessions conducted by the Pan Amazon Ecclesial Network.
In his exhortation, Francis refrains from endorsing or even citing specific actions introduced by the synod bishops in their final document.
Left unmentioned is ecological sin, which the synod bishops proposed to define as "an action or omission against God, against others, the community and the environment." Still, the pope has referred to ecological sin several times since the synod's conclusion and has indicated its eventual inclusion into the Catechism of the Catholic Church.
Other recommendations of the synod bishops that Francis leaves untouched include the development of "common home" training programs and the creation of special environmental care ministers. He also refrains from commenting on the call of the synod bishops, many of whom hail from the Amazon, for the church in the region to join and support divestment campaigns from companies engaged in what they labeled socio-ecological destruction.

And while the pope called for immediate steps to address climate change in messages to the United Nations and energy executives, he limits his comments in Querida Amazonia, referring only at separate points to the need to seek out alternative, non-polluting energy sources and the Amazon's important role as "a great filter of carbon dioxide, which helps avoid the warming of the earth."

One appeal Francis does make is renewing his call in Laudato Si' for all people to "insist on the urgent need" to establish clear boundaries and ensure the protection of ecosystems power- and economic-seeking forces. He adds that it's important for Christians to encounter the Amazon region from a theological focus, "a space where God himself reveals himself and summons his sons and daughters." 

The pope also calls on people to not "let our consciences be deadened" or distracted to the serious destruction facing the planet, which he says "dull our realization of just how limited and finite our world really is." 
He says a true integral ecology encourages new habits to counter the consumerism and culture of waste prevalent in the cities of the Amazon and elsewhere.
"A sound and sustainable ecology, one capable of bringing about change, will not develop unless people are changed, unless they are encouraged to opt for another style of life, one less greedy and more serene, more respectful and less anxious, more fraternal," Francis declares.

At several points, Francis refers to the concept of "good living," or buen vivir, common among indigenous people in the Amazon. He describes it as a communal approach to life that finds harmony, joy and fulfillment simple living and "God's little gifts" while responsibly caring for nature to preserve it for future generations.

Gauthier, the CIDSE secretary general, said that Francis' exhortation asks all people to not only listen to the cries of the Amazon's indigenous people and biodiversity, but to also examine their own lives and the way personal choices can contribute to the suffering of others. During the synod, CIDSE promoted its sustainable lifestyles program "Change for the Planet-Care for the People," which it began in 2015.

"This is not just about the Amazon, it is about all of us, our way of life, our responsibilities, our colonial mindsets, and how we justify ourselves instead of questioning our own consumerist behaviour," Gauthier said.

"From the original peoples," Francis writes, "we can learn to contemplate the Amazon region and not sim​ply analyze it, and thus appreciate this precious mystery that transcends us. We can love it, not simply use it, with the result that love can awaken a deep and sincere interest. Even more, we can feel intimately a part of it and not only defend it; then the Amazon region will once more become like a mother to us."

Disappointment, outrage over papal document on the Amazon
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Pope Francis' apostolic exhortation on the Amazon disappointed those hoping for an opening of clerical roles to married men and women, with many noting that the pope failed to extend his prophetic voice about environmental injustice to injustices in his own house, the church. Many women were especially outraged over the document's language of complementarity.

Querida Amazonia ("Beloved Amazon"), the pope's response to last October's Synod of Bishops, did not grant the bishops' request to open priestly ordination to married men and the possibility of women deacons, both in an effort to address the severe lack of ministers in the nine nations of that region.
Reading the document was "demoralizing" and "painful," especially given the pope's lyrical language about his dreams for the region, said Casey Stanton, who works in parish ministry and said she is called to the diaconate.

"But then you get to the paragraphs about women … and it just feels like the dream stops short of including them and including me," said Stanton, a minister of adult faith formation at Immaculate Conception Church in Durham, North Carolina.

She admitted that she did not expect a change in church teaching from the papal document, but "just wanted him to keep the conversation open in this slow-moving church."

"Instead, I think what the pope has done in this document is to close the door," she said.

After the testimony of women at the synod, the pope's response is "willful blindness," Stanton said, adding, "I can't imagine what the women in the Amazon feel."

The needs of the people
Those who work for church reform also reacted negatively to the Feb. 12 release of the document.

"We are profoundly shocked and disappointed," said Linda Pinto, co-chair of CORPUS, a church reform group that advocates for an inclusive priesthood.

"We were hopeful that this process would begin a Vatican II approach to governance and that leadership would listen to the needs of the people," Pinto told NCR. "One of our deep regrets is that this, like our culture, has devolved into an either/or, black or white, conservative or progressive fight, which loses the focus that this is about the needs of the people of God."

The pope's failure to see "similar power structures at play" in the degradation of the earth and the degradation of women also was criticized by the Women's Ordination Conference.

"With Querida Amazonia, the Pope is willfully turning his back on the calls of women for recognition of the sacramental ministries they offer the people of the Amazon and the global church," said a statement from the Women's Ordination Conference (WOC), which noted the lack of women as official participants in the synod.

"This shows, yet again, that a synod without the equal voice and votes of women will never produce fruit that satisfies the urgent needs of the people of God," the WOC statement said.

During the synod in October 2019, representatives from the Amazon reported that Catholics sometimes go months without the Eucharist because of a lack of clergy, especially in rural regions.
Querida Amazonia emphasizes the importance of the Eucharist, but rather than respond to the bishops' request for allowing ordination of married men, the pope urges church leaders "not only to promote prayer for priestly vocations, but also to be more generous in encouraging those who display a missionary vocation to opt for the Amazon region."

Theologian Dan Cosacchi said he was trying to avoid an "ideological reaction," but noted that "prayers for vocations to the priesthood, by themselves, simply are not enough for these people. More action is required."
"I am reflecting on this document from a socioeconomic location where I own a car and can attend a Eucharistic liturgy at a dozen different places, at a convenient time of day for me, all within a five-minute radius from where I live and work," Cosacchi told NCR in a written comment.

"I remember the many Catholics in countless Amazonian regions and communities who have gone years since being able to attend such a Eucharistic celebration," said Cosacchi, assistant professor of religious studies at Marywood University in Scranton, Pennsylvania.

At least one Latin American commentator noted that because expectations had been raised about the possibility of openness on the issue of married clergy and women deacons, the disappointment was greater. "A unique historic occasion has been lost," said José Manuel Vidal, director of the Spanish-language Religión Digital.

Still 'on the table'?
In a press conference following the release of the papal document in Rome, Canadian Cardinal Michael Czerny said proposals in the synod's final document that may not be mentioned in Querida Amazonia "remain on the table," according to NCR Vatican correspondent Joshua McElwee.

Czerny was responding to a question about the possibility of priestly ordination of "viri probati," older men of proven character, often already serving as deacons.

But the document's use of the language of complementarity and warnings about a "functional approach" in the section on "The strength and gift of women" did not raise optimism about further discussion of women deacons.

The document criticized a "reductionism [that] would lead us to believe that women would be granted a greater status and participation in the Church only if they were admitted to Holy Orders."

"Women make their contribution to the Church in a way that is properly theirs, by making present the tender strength of Mary, the Mother," the pope wrote, adding, "This shows the kind of power that is typically theirs."

"That approach would in fact narrow our vision; it would lead us to clericalize women, diminish the great value of what they have already accomplished, and subtly make their indispensable contribution less effective," the document said.

Theologian Natalia Imperatori-Lee said she was going to take up Pope Francis on his invitation, in an earlier part of the document, to feel outrage, especially about his continued use of "spousal" language in the section about women.
"The pope seems to want it both ways. A fundamental equality with a differentiation of roles," Imperatori-Lee said to NCR in an emailed response.

But the spousal metaphor contains a "fundamental inequality," she said. "Men are to women as Christ is to the church. That is not equality in any sense. … When we transpose this to the human realm with men/women in the places of Christ/church, it's misogyny."

She also noted the pope's praise of "generous women" in the Amazon who have "have kept the Church alive in those places through their remarkable devotion and deep faith."

"What strikes me about the way Francis talks about women's roles in this letter is that he envisions women as Mary the mater dolorosa, not the Mary of the Magnificat," said Imperatori-Lee, professor of religious studies at Manhattan College in New York. "Yes, women do this. But we don't want to be called in only in hospice," she said. "We shouldn't pretend that odes to women's fierce and tender love of things on the verge of death is a compliment. We don't just want to hug the dying. We want to (and can, and have, and do) prevent it from getting that bad."

Querida Amazonia: the Pope’s Exhortation for a Church with an Amazonian face
The Post-Synodal Apostolic Exhortation on the Amazon Region has been published. The document traces new paths of evangelization and care for the environment and the poor. Pope Francis hopes for a new missionary thrust, and encourages the role of the laity within the ecclesial community.
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“The beloved Amazon region stands before the world in all its splendour, its drama and its mystery.” Thus begins the Post-Synodal Apostolic Exhortation, Querida Amazonia.
Significance of the Apostolic Exhortation
In the first two points (2-4), the Pontiff explains “the significance of this Exhortation”, enriched with references to documents of the Episcopal Conferences of the countries that make up the Amazon region, as well as of poetry written by poets connected to the Amazon. He emphasizes that he desires “to offer my own response” that the Synod evoked in him and explains that he does not intend to substitute or duplicate the Final Document which he invites us to read “in full”. 
Pope Francis prays that the entire Church might allow itself to be “enriched and challenged” by it and that the Church in the Amazon might strive “to apply it”.

The Pope’s dreams for the Amazon region
Pope Francis shares his “dreams for the Amazon region” (5-7), whose destiny must concern everyone because that land is also “ours”. His “four great dreams” are thus articulated: an Amazon region that “fights for the rights of the poor”, that “preserves its distinctive cultural riches”, that “jealously preserves its overwhelming natural beauty” and lastly, that the Christian communities might be “capable of generous commitment, incarnate in the Amazon region”.

A social dream: the Church at the side of the oppressed
The first chapter of Querida Amazonia is focused on the “social dream” (8). It highlights that “a true ecological approach” is a “social approach” as well and, valuing the “good living” of the indigenous populations, he warns against an “environmentalism” concerned only with the environment. With vibrant tones, he speaks of “injustice and crime” (9-14). The Pope recalls that Benedict XVI had already denounced “the devastation of the environment and the Amazon”. The indigenous peoples, Pope Francis warns, suffer a “subjection” on the part of both the local and outside powers. According to Pope Francis, the economic operations that fuel devastation, killing and corruption merit the name of “injustice and crime”. With John Paul II, he reiterates that globalization must not become a new version of colonialism.

A social dream: that the poor might be heard regarding the Amazon’s future
In the face of so much injustice, the Pope asks that we “feel outrage” and that we “beg forgiveness” (15-19). According to Pope Francis, “networks of solidarity and development” are needed, and he requests everyone to commit themselves, including political leaders. The Pope then dwells on the theme of “a sense of community” (20-22). He recalls that for the Amazonian peoples, human relationships “are steeped in the surrounding nature”. Thus, he writes, they experience a real “uprootedness” when they are “forced to migrate to the cities”.

A social dream:  that the Amazon region become a place of dialogue
The last part of the first chapter is dedicated to the “broken institutions” (23-25) and to “social dialogue” (26-27). The Pope denounces the evil of corruption which poisons the State and its institutions. He also expresses the hope that the Amazon might become “a place of social dialogue”, first of all, with the least, and that the voice of the poor might be “the most authoritative voice” in the Amazon region.

A cultural dream: taking care of the Amazon polyhedron
The second chapter is dedicated to the “cultural dream”. Pope Francis makes it immediately clear that “to promote the Amazon region” does not mean “colonizing it culturally” (28). He thus uses an image that is dear to him – “the Amazonian polyhedron” (29-32). “Postmodern colonization” needs to be combatted, he says. For Pope Francis, “caring for roots” is urgent (33-35). Citing Laudato si’ and Christus vivit, he emphasizes that the “a consumerist vision of human beings” tends to “have a leveling effect on cultures” and this has an effect above all on young people. The Pope asks young people to “take charge of your roots”, and to “recover their damaged memory”.

A cultural dream: an intercultural encounter rather than a closed “indigenism”
The Apostolic Exhortation then dwells on the “intercultural encounter” (36-38). Even the “supposedly more developed cultures”, he observes, can learn from peoples who have “developed a cultural treasure, interacting with nature”. Diversity should, therefore, not be “a wall” but “a bridge” which rejects “a completely enclosed ‘indigenism’”. The last part of the second chapter is dedicated to the theme of “endangered cultures, peoples at risk” (39-40). In any project for the Amazon region, the Pope’s recommendation is that “there is a need to respect the rights of peoples”. “It will be hard for them to remain unaffected”, he adds, if the environment in which they are born and in which they have grown up “is damaged”.

An ecological dream: to unify caring for the environment and caring for people
The third chapter proposes “an ecological dream” and is the chapter that is most directly connected with the Encyclical Laudato si’. In the introduction (41-42), the fact that there exists a close relationship between the human being and nature in the Amazon is underlined. Pope Francis emphasizes that taking care of our brothers and sisters as the Lord takes care of us is “the first ecology that we need”. Caring for the environment and caring for the poor are “inseparable”. Pope Francis then directs his attention to “the dream made of water” (43-46). He cites Pablo Neruda and other local poets regarding the power and beauty of the Amazonas. Through their poetry, the Pope writes, they “help free us from the technocratic and consumerist paradigm that destroys nature”.

An ecological dream: sustainable development in the Amazon region
According to the Pope, it is urgent that “the cry of the Amazon region” be listened to. He recalls that the health of the planet depends on its health. There are, he writes, powerful interests which are not only local interests, but are even international. The solution is not, therefore, “internationalizing” the Amazon region; what needs to grow is “responsibility on the part of national governments”. Sustainable development, he continues, requires that the people living there be always informed about projects that concern them. In this regard, he hopes that “a legal framework” with “clear boundaries” will be created.

He thus invites us to “the prophecy of contemplation” (53-57). By listening to the indigenous peoples, he underlines, we can love the Amazon region and “not simply use it”; we can find in it “a theological locus, a space where God himself reveals himself and summons his sons and daughters”. The last part of Chapter Three is centered on “ecological education and habits” (58-60). The Pope points out that ecology is not a technical theme, but that it includes an “educational dimension”.
An ecclesial dream: to develop a Church with an Amazonian face
The final chapter is the longest and is dedicated “more directly” toward pastors and members of the Catholic faithful. Its focus is the “ecclesial dream”. The Pope invites us to “develop a Church with an Amazonian face” through a “great missionary proclamation” (61), a “message that needs to be heard in the Amazon region” (62-65). A “social message” is not enough according to the Pope. These peoples have “a right to hear the Gospel”, otherwise, “every ecclesial structure would become” an NGO.

A substantial portion is then dedicated to inculturation. Referring to Gaudium et spes, he speaks of “inculturation” (66-69) as a process which brings “to fulfilment in the light of the Gospel” the good that already exists in the Amazonian cultures.

An ecclesial dream: a renewed inculturation of the Gospel in the Amazon region
The Pope then turns his gaze more in depth to the “paths of inculturation in the Amazon region” (70-74). The values present in the indigenous communities, he writes, need to be taken into account “in the process of evangelization”. Then, in the next two paragraphs, he dwells on “social and spiritual inculturation” (75-76). The Pope highlights that, given the condition of poverty in which many of those who live in the Amazonian region experience, inculturation needs to have a “markedly social cast”. At the same time, however, the social dimension should be integrated with the “spiritual” one.

An ecclesial dream: accessibility of the Sacraments to everyone, especially the poor
The Apostolic Exhortation then indicates the “starting points for an Amazonian holiness” (77-80) which should not copy “models imported from other places”. He emphasizes that “it is possible to take up an indigenous symbol in some way, without necessarily considering it as idolatry”. It is possible to use “a myth charged with spiritual meaning”, he adds, without necessarily considering it to be “a pagan error”. The same applies to some religious feasts which, even if they require a “process of purification”, “have a sacred meaning”.

An ecclesial dream: inculturating the liturgy
Another significant passage in Querida Amazonia is on the inculturation of the liturgy (81-84). The Pontiff notes that the Second Vatican Council had already called for an effort “to inculturate the liturgy among indigenous peoples”. In addition, he recalls in a footnote that during the Synod “a proposal to develop an ‘Amazonian rite’ ” emerged. The Sacraments, he states, “should be accessible, especially for the poor”. The Church, he adds, recalling Amoris laetitia cannot transform itself into a “toll-house”.

An ecclesial dream: sending missionaries to the Amazon region
Connected to this is the theme of the “inculturation of forms of ministry” (85-90) to which the Church must give a “courageous response”. According to the Pope, “a more frequent celebration of the Eucharist,” must be guaranteed. In this regard, he reiterates, it is important to “determine what is most specific to a priest”. The answers, as one finds, is in the Sacrament of Holy Orders which enables the priest to be the sole presider over the Eucharist. How is it possible, then, “to ensure this priestly ministry” in remote zones? Pope Francis urges all the bishops, especially those in Latin America, “to be more generous” in encouraging those who “display a missionary vocation” to choose the Amazon region and invites them to evaluate formation to the priesthood.

An ecclesial dream: fostering the involvement of the laity in the communities
After speaking about the Sacraments, Querida Amazonia dwells on “communities filled with life” (91-98) in which the laity must assume “important responsibilities”. For Pope Francis, in fact, it is not a matter “of facilitating a greater presence of ordained ministers”. He calls this a “narrow” objective if it does not succeed in awakening “new life in communities”. Thus, new “lay services” are called for. Only through an “active involvement of the laity”, he reiterates, can the Church respond to the “challenges in the Amazon region”. According to Pope Francis, consecrated persons have a special role to play. At the same time, he reminds us of the role of the base communities who have defended social rights. In particular, he encourages the activities of REPAM and “itinerant missionary teams”.

An ecclesial dream: new places for women, but without clericalization
A part of the document is dedicated to the “strength and gift of women” (99-103). Pope Francis recognizes that in the Amazon region some communities are only sustained “because of the presence of strong and generous women”. He then cautions against reducing “the Church to her functional structures”. If that were the case, women would only be given a role insofar as they had access to Holy Orders. According to Pope Francis, the clericalization of women must be rejected, and instead, a feminine contribution that allows the “tender strength of Mary” to be present should be accepted. He thus encourages the creation of new feminine services which – with the public recognition of the bishop – allow their input to affect decisions taken in the community.

An ecclesial dream: Christians fighting together to defend the poor in the Amazon region
According to the Pope, “expanding horizons beyond conflicts” (104-105) is a must as well as allowing the Amazon region to challenge us to “transcend limited perspectives… mired in partial approaches”. The fourth chapter then ends on the theme “ecumenical and interreligious coexistence” (106-110). The Pope invites believers to “find occasions to speak to one another and to act together for the common good”. “How can we not struggle together?” Pope Francis asks. “How can we not pray and work together, side by side, to defend the poor of the Amazon region?”

Entrusting the Amazon region and its peoples to Mary
Pope Francis concludes Querida Amazonia with a prayer to the Mother of the Amazon Region (111). “Mother, look upon the poor of the Amazon region”, he prays, “for their home is being destroyed by petty interests…. Touch the hearts of the powerful, for, even though we sense that the hour is late, you call us to save what is still alive.”
Pope Francis’ “great dreams” for the Amazon region
Pope Francis’ thought on the region: concrete steps toward a human ecology which takes the poor into consideration, toward the appreciation of the local cultures, and toward a missionary Church with an Amazonian face.
https://www.vaticannews.va/en/pope/news/2020-02/editorial-pope-francis-exhortation-dreams-for-amazon.html
Andrea Tornielli, February 12, 2020
“Dreams are a privileged place to seek after truth.... Many times even God chose to speak through dreams.” These are the words Pope Francis spoke in a homily during Mass at the Casa Santa Marta in December 2018. He was referring to St Joseph. This is the silent and concrete man who can help us understand Pope Francis’ thought regarding the Amazon region expressed in the Post-Synodal Apostolic Exhortation. This text is written like a love letter in which not only poetic citations abound, but also the daily drama of the region. Why did the Bishop of Rome wish to give universal value to a Synod which was focused on a particular geographical region? What does the Amazon and its destiny have to do with us?
We find the response running through the pages of the Apostolic Exhortation. The most obvious answer is that everything is connected: the balance of our planet, in fact, depends on the Amazon’s state of health. Since the care of those living there and that of the ecosystem cannot be separated, neither the destruction of the wealth of the peoples living there, nor the culture of the indigenous populations, nor the devastation or politics regarding extractive industries that are destroying the forests, should leave us indifferent.

But there is another universal element about the Amazon region. In some way, the dynamics manifesting themselves there anticipate the challenges already knocking at our door: the effects of a globalized economy and of a financial system less and less sustainable by so many people as well as the environment; the co-existence of peoples and cultures which are profoundly different; migration; the need to care for creation which risks to be irreparably wounded.
The Querida Amazonia, to whom Pope Francis’ love letter is addressed, represents above all a challenge for the Church which is called to find new paths for evangelization, proclaiming the heart of the Christian message, that kerygma which makes present the merciful God who so loved the world that he sacrificed his own Son on the cross. Humanity in the Amazon is not the illness that needs to be combatted in order to care for the environment. The original peoples of the Amazon region, their cultures and traditions, need to be conserved. But they also have the right to the evangelical proclamation. They are not excluded from mission, from the pastoral care of a Church who has been well represented by so many missionaries of old, their faces burned by the sun, who were capable of passing day after day in canoes for the sole purpose of meeting small groups of people to bring God’s tenderness together with the regenerating comfort of his Sacraments.

Pope Francis’ Apostolic Exhortation demonstrates a thought that supersedes the dialectical diatribes which ended up representing the Synod as a referendum on the possibility of ordaining married men. This topic has been discussed for a long time and may continue to be discussed in the future because, “perfect and perpetual continence" is “not demanded by the very nature of the priesthood”, as the Second Vatican Ecumenical Council stated. On such questions, the Successor of Peter, after praying and reflecting, has decided to respond not by foreseeing changes or further possibilities of exceptions from those already provided for by current ecclesiastical discipline, but by asking that the essentials be the starting point. He asks us to begin again with a vivacious and incarnated faith, with a renewed missionary thrust rooted in the grace that allows room for God to act rather than on marketing strategies or the communication technologies relied on by the religious influencers.

“Beloved Amazon” invites a “specific and courageous” rethinking of the local Church’s organization and ecclesial ministries. It asks that the entire Catholic Church pick up its responsibility, that it might assume as its own the wounds of the Amazon’s peoples and the hardships of those communities deprived of the Sunday celebration of the Eucharist; that it might respond generously by sending new missionaries who appreciate all of the gifts of the Spirit; that it focus above all on new services, and stable, ecclesiastically recognized non-ordained ministries which can be entrusted to the laity—men and women. Specifically highlighting the irreplaceable contribution of the latter, Pope Francis recalls that, in the Amazon region, the faith has been transmitted and maintained alive thanks to the presence of “strong and generous” women “even though no priest has come their way”.
Cardinal Czerny: Love the Amazon and its people to save the planet
The Special Secretary of the Synod for the Amazon presents the exhortation that the Pope completed last December, which is being published today. It contains four great "dreams" of Francis for the region, including that of a missionary Church with an Amazonian face.

https://www.vaticannews.va/en/vatican-city/news/2020-02/cardinal-czerny-amazon-pope-francis-exhortation.html
Alessandro De Carolis and Francesco Valiante, February 12, 2020
"The destiny of the Amazon affects us all, because everything is connected and the salvation of this region and its original peoples is fundamental for the whole world.”
Cardinal Michael Czerny, special secretary of the Synod for the Amazon, in this interview with Vatican Media, presents the main content of Pope Francis' Apostolic Exhortation:

Q: First of all Your Eminence, a word on the timing of the publication of this text by the Pope, who had said it would be ready by the end of the year. Were there any delays regarding the date he mentioned?
In his speech at the conclusion of the Synod, the Holy Father said: "A word from the Pope on what he experienced during the Synod can do some good. I would like to say it before the end of the year, so that not too much time goes by". In fact, that’s what happened. As promised, Pope Francis delivered the final text of his Post-Synodal Exhortation on 27 December, so before the end of 2019. After that there were the usual essential steps that take time: the document was reviewed, formatted and translated into different languages, and now it is finally published.

Q: What is the heart of the message of the exhortation, in your opinion?
The title of the Exhortation is Querida Amazonia, “Beloved Amazonia”, and its heart is the Pope's love for the Amazon and the consequences of that love: a reversal of the common way of thinking about the relationship between wealth and poverty, between development and custody, between defending cultural roots and openness to the other. The Pope describes for us the "resonances" that the synodal process provoked in him. He does so in the form of four "great dreams". Pope Francis dreams that in the Amazon region there might be a commitment on the part of everyone to defend the rights of the poorest, of the original peoples, of the least. He dreams of an Amazon that preserves its cultural wealth. His ecological dream is of an Amazon that takes care of its abundance of life. Finally, he dreams of Christian communities capable of incarnating themselves in the Amazon and of building a Church with an Amazonian face. Personally, I was struck by the abundance of poetic quotations and of references to previous papal texts.

Q: Isn't there a risk that the "dream" might appear to be an unrealistic perspective projected onto an indefinite future?
Not for Pope Francis. I would like to recall the words he spoke in dialogue with young people at the Circus Maximus on August 11, 2018: "Dreams are important. They keep our view broad; they help us to embrace the horizon, to cultivate hope in every daily action. ... Dreams awaken you; they sweep you away; they are the most luminous stars, those that indicate a different path for humanity.... The Bible tells us that great dreams are those capable of being fruitful". So, to answer your question, I think that this way of looking at it and this perspective are completely unlike an unrealistic or utopian perspective. The dream here is the indication of a path that eventually the whole Church has to take. Its beauty lies precisely in seeing a horizon, not in dictating a series of precepts. No declaration of love takes the form of a contract or a cookbook.

In the first chapter, the one dedicated to the social dream, considering the environmental devastation of the Amazon and the threats to the human dignity of its peoples, which Pope Benedict XVI had already denounced, Pope Francis invites us to be indignant. He says, "We need to feel outrage", because "it is not good for us to become inured to evil". He invites us to build networks of solidarity and development that surpass the various colonial mentalities. He invites us to seek alternatives in several areas such as sustainable breeding and agriculture, forms of energy that do not pollute, and entrepreneurial initiatives that do not involve the destruction of the environment and cultures. In short, these "great dreams" are not meant to anesthetize us but are rather to be nourished by concrete and daily action.

Q: Concretely speaking, what does "promoting" the Amazon mean, as we read in the text of the Exhortation?
As the Pope explains, promoting the Amazon means making sure that from it flows the very best. It means not to colonize it, not to plunder it with massive mining projects that destroy the environment and threaten the indigenous peoples. At the same time, however, it also means to avoid mythologizing the native cultures, excluding any intermingling, or falling into an environmentalism "that is concerned for the biome but ignores the Amazonian peoples". Identity and dialogue are two key words, and Pope Francis explains that they are not at all opposed. Caring about the cultural values of the indigenous peoples concerns us all: we must feel co-responsible for the diversity of their cultures.

From the pages of the Exhortation, the Christian commitment also clearly emerges, which is far from either a closed nativism or an environmentalism that despises human beings as the ruin of the planet. In addition, it proposes a bold missionary spirit – to speak of Jesus and to bring his offer of new life to others – life to the full each one and for everyone, taking care of creation, in relationship with God the Creator and with all our brothers and sisters.

Q: Why should the destiny of a particular region on earth touch us so deeply?
The fate of the Amazon affects us all, because everything is interconnected and the care of this precious "biome", which acts as a filter and helps us to avoid raising the earth’s temperature, is fundamental to the health of the global climate. The Amazon, therefore, concerns us all directly. In that region of the world, we see the importance of an integral ecology which combines respect for nature with care for human dignity. The Amazon’s future and the future of its peoples are decisive for maintaining the balance of our planet. In this perspective, it is important to allow indigenous peoples to remain on their territories and to take care of their lands. The educational aspect is also of primary importance: to promote new behaviours and new attitudes in people. Many people living in that area have assumed the typical customs of the big cities where consumerism and a throw-away culture reign.

Q: Regarding the fourth chapter and the "ecclesial" dream: What struck you about this final part of the Exhortation?
It is half the Exhortation, so when Pope Francis says that the pastoral dimension is the essential, that it includes everything, he clearly means it. 
I was struck above all by the missionary perspective: without the "impassioned proclamation" of the Gospel, ecclesial projects risk becoming indistinguishable from secular NGOs. The Pope explains that commitment in defence of the poor, the least and the indigenous peoples implies witnessing to Jesus and proposing friendship with Him. The social message includes the proclamation of the Gospel, and its nucleus, the kerygma, includes human life, human dignity, justice, and care of the common home. It proclaims a God who infinitely loves every human being and who sacrificed His Son, Christ crucified, for our salvation.

Q: A recurring word in the chapter is "inculturation"...
By proclaiming and witnessing to the Gospel, everything that is good and beautiful produced by every culture is valued, bringing it to fullness in the light of the Christian faith. The Gospel is always proclaimed in a particular place, and thus the seed is sown. At the same time, the Church learns and enriches itself by coming into contact with what the Spirit has already sown in that particular culture. The Pope asks that the voice of the elderly be heard and that the values present in the original communities be recognized. Indeed, indigenous peoples teach us to be sober, content with little, and to sense the need to be immersed in a communal way of living our lives. Inculturation also means knowing how to accept some pre-existing aboriginal symbol without immediately branding it as a pagan error. Symbols, customs and cultures continuously need purification and maturation. But those who truly have the proclamation of the Gospel of Jesus Christ at heart seek to respond to the aspirations of peoples through an inculturated spirituality.

Q: A topic debated at the Synod concerned the scarcity of priests for such a vast territory as that of the Amazonia and the difficulty for many communities to have Eucharistic celebrations. What directions does the Exhortation suggest in this regard?
The Pope expresses the need for people to make themselves available to serve in order to increase the frequency of Eucharistic celebrations, especially in the remotest areas. The Pope reminds us not to configure the exercise of the priestly ministry in a monolithic manner. However, only the priest can consecrate the Eucharist and can administer the Sacrament of Reconciliation. This urgent need is at the origin of Pope Francis's appeal to all bishops that, in addition to praying for vocations, they might be more generous in choosing to send to the Amazon those who demonstrate a missionary vocation. It is also necessary to design formation that enables dialogue with native cultures. There should be many more permanent deacons, and the role of women religious and laity needs to be further developed.

Q: The Exhortation, however, contains no openness to the possibility of ordaining married men...
Pope Francis has remained faithful to what he said prior the Synod. The possibility of ordaining married men can be discussed by the Church. It already exists, for example, in the Eastern Churches. This discussion has been going on for many centuries, and the Synod freely addressed it, not in isolation, but in the full context of the Church’s Eucharistic and ministerial life. The Pope states in the Exhortation that the question is not that of numbers, and that a greater presence of priests is not the only requirement. What is needed is new life in the communities, a new missionary impetus, new lay services, ongoing formation, boldness and creativity. What is needed is a presence at the local level of lay people who are animated by a missionary spirit and capable of representing the authentic face of the Amazonian Church. This, he seems to indicate, is the only way that vocations will return. The Amazon challenges us, the Pope writes, to overcome limited perspectives and not to content ourselves with solutions that address only part of the situation. In other words, the great question is a renewed experience of faith and evangelization.

Q: What about the role of women?
The Pope recalls in the text that there are communities in the Amazon that for decades have transmitted the faith without priests, thanks to strong and generous women who, driven by the Holy Spirit, have baptized, taught the catechism and taught people how to pray. We need to broaden our perspective and not think just “functionally” of a more significant role for women only if linked to access to the Holy Orders. It is a perspective that would lead us to clericalize women, ending up impoverishing their fundamental contribution. We must read this within the extensive magisterium of Pope Francis, who stresses the need to separate power from the priestly ministry, since this combination is at the origin of clericalism.

This relationship between ministry and power is what leaves women without a voice, without rights and often without the possibility to decide. So it is not a question of giving them access to an ordained ministry in order to have them gain a voice and a vote, but of separating power from ministry. On the other hand, we must be inspired by their example, which reminds us that power in the Church is that of service, generosity and freedom. The emergence of other services and charisms of women must be stimulated. The Pope says that women should have access to ecclesial functions and services that do not require Holy Orders; and that such functions and services should be stable and publicly recognized with a mandate from the bishop. Perhaps it is time to review the lay ministries already existing in the Church, return to their foundations and update them by reading them in the light of current reality and the inspiration of the Spirit, and at the same time to create other new stable ministries with "public recognition and a commission from the bishop".

Q: One last question: what is the relationship between the Exhortation and the Synod’s Final Document?
In the introduction to the Post-Synodal Apostolic Exhortation, the Pope explains that he does not want to replace or repeat that document. He presents it officially. He invites us to read it in its entirety. He prays that the whole Church will allow itself to be enriched and challenged by this work. He asks that all pastors, consecrated persons and lay faithful in the Amazon commit themselves to its application, and lastly, that all people of good will be inspired by the Final Document and, certainly, by the beautiful Querida Amazonia.

[Video]
Local Churches welcome Querida Amazonía
Catholic leaders from local churches around the world responded to Pope Francis’ Apostolic Exhortation after its release on Wednesday.

https://www.vaticannews.va/en/church/news/2020-02/local-churches-pope-francis-querida-amazonia.html
February 12, 2020
Bishops from Ireland, Australia, and the United States were among the first to respond to Pope Francis’ post-Synodal Apostolic Exhortation, which was presented at the Vatican on Wednesday.

A call to action
Archbishop Eamon Martin, the Archbishop of Armagh and Primate of All Ireland, “warmly welcomed” Querida Amazonia, in which, he said, Pope Francis “presents a clear-sighted analysis of the grave threats to the peoples and ecosystems of the Amazon, and by extension to the earth, our common home.  He highlights the problems of poverty, economic and social injustice and the violation of human rights which are intertwined in the vicious cycle of ecological and human degradation”. Archbishop Martin said, “Although Querida Amazonia aims to strengthen solidarity with our brothers and sisters in that beautiful and vital part of our world, it is not just a document of interest to the peoples of the Amazon.  It is also a call to action for all in our Church and in our world.”

Not just for the Amazon region
His words were echoed on the other side of the world, by Archbishop Mark Coleridge of Brisbane, the president of the Australian Catholic Bishops Conference: “All papal documents are highly anticipated, but this one holds a special interest not just for the peoples of Amazonia with all their needs, but for the Church around the world.” Querida Amazonia, he said, “will be a milestone in the Church’s reception of the teaching of the Second Vatican Council and a spur to us in Australia as we continue the journey of the Plenary Council… The issues faced by many in the Amazon are not foreign to Australia, and the Holy Father’s words come as a challenge and encouragement to us too”.

A hopeful and challenging vision
From the United States, the President of the US Bishops’ Conference, Archbishop Jose Gomez of Los Angeles, said that Pope Francis “offers us a hopeful and challenging vision of the future of the Amazon region, one of the earth’s most sensitive and crucial ecosystems, and home to a rich diversity of cultures and peoples”. Pope Francis, said Archbishop Gomez, “reminds us that the Church serves humanity by proclaiming Jesus Christ and his Gospel of love, and he calls for an evangelization that respects the identities and histories of the Amazonian peoples and that is open to the ‘novelty of the Spirit, who is always able to create something new with the inexhaustible riches of Jesus Christ’.” In the name of his brother bishops, he thanked Pope Francis for his “wisdom and guidance”, and pledged their “continued commitment to evangelizing and building a world that is more just and fraternal and that respects the integrity of God’s creation”.
"Querida Amazonia": Only what is loved can be saved
Pope Francis’ Post-Synodal Exhortation “Querida Amazonia” is presented to the media at a press conference in the Holy See Press Office hosted by Cardinals Baldisseri and Czerny, Father Araújo dos Santos, Sister de Oliveira, Professor Nobre and Bishop Martínez.

https://www.vaticannews.va/en/vatican-city/news/2020-02/pope-apostolic-exhortation-querida-amazonia-press-briefing.html
February 12, 2020
Addressing the media present in the Holy See Press Office for the presentation of Querida Amazonia (The Beloved Amazon), Sister Augusta de Oliveira, Vicar General of the Servant Reparatrix Sisters servants of Mary explained that the document indicates the way for the Church to stand by the peoples of the Amazon region.
Sister Augusta’s congregation has been present in the Pan-Amazon region for 100 years, and she spoke with gratitude of the Pope's Exhortation which, she said, is a precious tool in the mission to uphold the rights and the dignity of the poor, of indigenous people, of Afro-Americans, of women.

She noted that the plight of all of the above was highlighted during October’s Synod of Bishops, which also underscored the need to recognize the role of the laity.

A cry for life
Sister Augusta recalled the experiences and stories narrated, during the Synod, by members of REPAM (a network of 9 Churches in the Amazon region) and by other associations, calling them "a cry for life".

She focused on the Pope's words in the Exhortation regarding the presence of "strong and generous" women who have kept the Church standing in some of those places, transmitting the faith when “even for decades no priest passed through".

She reiterated her own commitment and that of her religious sisters to continue to defend all forms of life that are under threat in the Amazon, noting that women religious are to be found even in the remotest areas, as witnessed by the testimony of Sister Dorothy Stang who was murdered exactly 15 years ago in Anapu, Brazil, because of her commitment to fight deforestation: “Always at the side of farmers and workers, she died with the Bible in her hands.”
Sister Augusta concluded her intervention expressing gratitude to the Pope for this synodal journey that gives life to a series of processes thanks to the four dreams he shares and that regard the social, the cultural, the ecological and the pastoral realms.

Father Adelson Araújo dos Santos, professor of Spirituality at the Pontifical Gregorian University, was also on hand to answer questions and elaborate on some of the passages of the Exhortation.

He dwelt on the poeticism of the document which he said well expresses Pope Francis’ love for his subject and his urgent appeal to “take care of our brothers and sisters and the environment, because those who love, take care.”

The four "dreams"
Father dos Santos also focused on the value of the word “dream”, used by the Pope in the document, pointing out that it is part of a biblical tradition, “a place where God reveals his plans.”

He said that in each of the four “dreams” shared by the Pope in Querida Amazonia, one can perceive that call to conversion formulated by the Synod fathers in the Final Document.

Cardinal Lorenzo Baldisseri, Secretary General of the Synod, was tasked with tracing the synodal process from its announcement by the Pope at the Angelus on 15 October 2017, all the way through to the publication of the Post-Synodal Apostolic Exhortation.

Step after step  
He recalled, amongst other things, the wide consultation which took place with the people of God in the Amazon during the Synod’s preparatory phase, and then the Synod itself which saw the presence of the bishops as well as 25 experts and 16 representatives of indigenous peoples.

He told of how this process resulted in the Final Document which was amended in the Minor Circles, and then voted by a two-thirds majority, resulting in a text which was delivered to the Pope and, according to his will, made public.

Responding to a question about Episcopalis communio on the Synod of Bishops, Cardinal Baldisseri made it clear that the Final Document of the Synod for the Amazon, that the Pope urges all to read, has "a certain moral authority" but does not fall under Papal ordinary magisterium.

This aspect was also stressed by the director of the Vatican Press Office, Matteo Bruni, who said “the Apostolic Exhortation is magisterium, the final document is not”, and he added that “anything in the Final Document should be read in the lens of Querida Amazonia which has the authority of the ordinary magisterium of the Successor of Peter,” including any application.

It was also noted that the Exhortation was signed on the premises of the Basilica of St. John Lateran, which gives it a particularly pastoral connotation.

Professor Carlos Nobre, a 2007 Nobel peace laureate and world expert on climate, said he welcomes the Exhortation because of its “model of development in which no one is left behind.”

He spoke of the importance of integrating ancient indigenous wisdom with new technologies in order to find a third way that is neither that of pure conservation nor that of high-intensity development, but that should lead to the cultivation of the Amazon without destroying it.

Also present for the briefing via a video link was Bishop David Martínez de Aguirre Guinea, Special Secretary of the Synod of Bishops for the Pan-Amazon region and Bishop of the Vicariate of Puerto Maldonado, where, he recalled, the history of the Synod began in 2018 with the Pope’s visit.

A love letter to the Amazon
Finally, Cardinal Michael Czerny, Special Secretary of the Synod, described Querida Amazonia as a love letter that cries for crimes committed against the rainforest and marvels at the beauty of the land.

The Amazon has struck Pope Francis for its beauty and for its love, he said, and the Exhortation which begins as a love letter, reminds us that "only what is loved can be saved."

Bishops worldwide laud 'Querida Amazonia' exhortation
https://www.catholicnews.com/services/englishnews/2020/bishops-worldwide-laud-querida-amazonia-exhortation.cfm
Mark Pattison, Washington, February 12, 2020
Bishops from throughout the world gave high marks to Pope Francis’ new apostolic exhortation “Querida Amazonia,” taking note of the care with which it was crafted to include the Amazon region’s distinct characteristics and its message for the worldwide church.
“Today our Holy Father Pope Francis offers us a hopeful and challenging vision of the future of the Amazon region, one of the earth’s most sensitive and crucial ecosystems, and home to a rich diversity of cultures and peoples,” said Archbishop Jose H. Gomez of Los Angeles, president of the U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops, in a Feb. 12 statement.

“The pope reminds us that the church serves humanity by proclaiming Jesus Christ and his Gospel of love,” the prelate said, “and he calls for an evangelization that respects the identities and histories of the Amazonian peoples and that is open to the ‘novelty of the Spirit, who is always able to create something new with the inexhaustible riches of Jesus Christ.'”
Archbishop Gomez added, “He also calls all of us in the Americas and throughout the West to examine our ‘style of life’ and to reflect on the consequences that our decisions have for the environment and for the poor. Along with my brother bishops here in the United States, I am grateful for the Holy Father’s wisdom and guidance and we pledge our continued commitment to evangelizing and building a world that is more just and fraternal and that respects the integrity of God’s creation.”

“Querida Amazonia” (“Beloved Amazon”) is divided into four chapters, each one focusing on a specific “dream” — social, cultural, ecological and ecclesial — each of which were dimensions presented during October’s Synod on the Amazon. Dated Feb. 2, the feast of the Presentation, it was released Feb. 12 at the Vatican.

In the apostolic exhortation, Pope Francis declared that the Amazon region is “facing an ecological disaster” and that its people are “witnessing an increase of xenophobia, sexual exploitation and human trafficking.”

“Cities, which should be places of encounter, of mutual enrichment and of exchange between different cultures, become a tragic scenario of discarded lives,” Pope Francis said, yet “the Amazon region has become a source of artistic, literary, musical and cultural inspiration.”

The pope noted, “The Amazon is also the spinal column that creates harmony and unity,” but acknowledged, “Sadly, many of those living in the Amazon region have acquired habits typical of the larger cities, where consumerism and the culture of waste are already deeply rooted.”

Pope Francis said, “An authentic option for the poor and the abandoned, while motivating us to liberate them from material poverty and to defend their rights, also involves inviting them to a friendship with the Lord that can elevate and dignify them. How sad it would be if they were to receive from us a body of teachings or a moral code, but not the great message of salvation.”

Archbishop Mark Coleridge of Brisbane, Australia, president of the Australian bishops’ conference, said “Querida Amazonia” addressed two issues critical to the Australian context: indigenous culture and an integral understanding of ecology.

“The Amazon has a unique place in the planet’s ecological footprint and its abuse in various forms is having and will continue to have an impact on the connection between humanity and the planet, our common home,” Archbishop Coleridge said in a Feb. 12 statement. “Here in Australia we see, at times dramatically, the damage done by abuse of the natural world — not only to the environment but also to wildlife, to communities and countless individuals.”

“Pope Francis, as always, is anxious that the people of the world are not ‘robbed of hope.’ In calling for an ecological conversion, he invites us all to move from awareness to active response, and to see, especially in our young people, the signs of hope for the future and the spur to action in the present,” said a Feb. 12 statement from Archbishop Eamon Martin of Armagh, Northern Ireland, who is primate of all Ireland.

“The Holy Father today presents a clear-sighted analysis of the grave threats to the peoples and ecosystems of the Amazon, and by extension to the earth, our common home,” Archbishop Martin added. “He highlights the problems of poverty, economic and social injustice and the violation of human rights which are intertwined in the vicious cycle of ecological and human degradation.”

“Querida Amazonia” is a “remarkable exhortation” in that “the mission comes before the church, which is a means not an end,” wrote Austen Ivereigh, a fellow in contemporary church history at the University of Oxford and the author of two books on Pope Francis. He made the comments in a Feb. 12 essay in the British Catholic journal The Tablet. “The mission is the inculturation of the Gospel.”

In the exhortation, Pope Francis said “women who play a central role in Amazonian communities should be given leadership roles than do not entail ordination,” but would include a commission from the local bishop, Ivereigh noted. “This, he says, would also allow women to have a real and effective impact on the organization, the most important decisions and the direction of communities, ‘while continuing to do so in a way that reflects their womanhood.'”

This is but one example of how Pope Francis wants Catholics to hear the change in the church called for by the Spirit, according to Ivereigh. “Some will be frustrated, disappointed and perplexed. Others will be delighted,” he said.

Count the Women’s Ordination Conference in the first group. While it “applauds the pope’s sincere concern for the global climate catastrophe and its particular threats within the Amazonian region,” it said in a Feb. 12 statement, “the pope is willfully turning his back on the calls of women for recognition of the sacramental ministries they offer the people of the Amazon and the global church.”

The statement, from executive director Kate McElwee, added: “The pope seemingly ignores the synod’s request for more study on the possibility of women deacons, and instead, in the face of sacramental scarcity, calls for prayer for male vocations to priesthood. This shows, yet again, that a synod without the equal voice and votes of women will never produce fruit that satisfies the urgent needs of the people of God.”

Regarding women’s ordination, Pope Francis said in an interview for a new book on St. John Paul II released Feb. 11 that this question “is no longer open for discussion because the pronouncement of John Paul II was definitive.” The current pope’s predecessor rules out women priests.

Some prelates took to Twitter to offer their observations on “Querida Amazonia.”

Pope Francis’ own Twitter account posted this shortly after the exhortation’s release: “I dream of Christian communities capable of generous commitment, incarnate in the Amazon region, and giving the Church new faces with Amazonian features.”

Bishop Joseph E. Strickland of Tyler, Texas, tweeted in response: “Beautiful. May the Amazon region and every region of the world be transformed in the Image of Jesus Christ. Pray for the Holy Father.”

Bishop Richard F. Stika of Knoxville, Tennessee, tweeted Feb. 12: “So the doom and gloomers I guess will find something else to attack the pope but he said no to married clergy and woman deacons.”

Brazil remembers Sister Dorothy Stang; landless defenders still threatened

https://www.catholicnews.com/services/englishnews/2020/brazil-remembers-sister-dorothy-stang-landless-defenders-still-threatened.cfm
Lise Alves, Sao Paolo, Brazil, February 12, 2020
Feb. 12 was the 15th anniversary of Sr. Dorothy Stang's assassination in the Amazon region of Brazil. The U.S.-born nun is remembered as a crusader for the poor and the landless and for her love of the land and the Amazon forest.
"She taught me how to be a missionary in Brazil; she was my mentor," Sr. Rebeca Spires told Catholic News Service. Spires, who, like Stang, is a member of the Sisters of Notre Dame of Namur, said the first thing Stang gave her was Brazil's land statute.

"She was all about doing things within the law," said Spires.

The two nuns worked first in the state of Maranhao, before heading north to the Amazon region. Calling her colleague "very determined," Spires said Stang quickly learned all there was to know about the forest. "She knew everything about the region.

"She welcomed migrants, taught them how to read, taught them about the laws, their rights and responsibilities," Spires said.

She said that, in the early 2000s, Stang started to pressure public officials to combat land invasions by ranchers and large landowners, who wanted to take away areas occupied by smaller farms. The officials "became extremely irritated with her, with her persistence," Spires said.

"Although threatened with death, Dorothy never failed in her life's mission, to fight for the poor of the land, so that they had their rights guaranteed and a dignified life," read the statement issued by the Brazilian bishops' Pastoral Land Commission Feb. 12 to mark Stang's death.

Mary Cohen, a lawyer in Belem and a member of the Brazilian bishops' justice and peace commission, was president of the human rights commission at Brazil's lawyer association when Stang was in Anapu.

Cohen remembered Stang's determination, as the nun pushed and pressured government agencies into taking action.

"She once slept on the steps of the INCRA (Institute for Agrarian Reform) so they would talk to her. She had a lot of determination, and that invigorated all of us," said the lawyer.

That determination made many people in the region angry. Trying to reduce the tension between landowners and peasants and their advocates, the lawyer's association gave Stang a human rights award two months before she was killed.

"We thought that more media attention and recognition of her work would keep her safe, that they (landowners and ranchers) would be deterred. We were wrong," said the lawyer.
And although Stang's assassination made international headlines and caused worldwide commotion, those who continue her work say the threats today to the landless and their advocates are even greater.

"There are still a lot of people being threatened, and I wouldn't want to jeopardize anyone's life," Sr. Jane Dwyer, a member of the Sisters of Notre Dame of Namur who worked closely with the murdered nun, told CNS.

Dwyer, who still lives in Anapu, told CNS she was uneasy about giving interviews over the telephone. She said that, since 2015, 19 landless, small-scale farmers had been assassinated over land conflicts in the area. "Nineteen in the last five years," she said.

"Of the 19 assassinations, in only one did authorities bring someone to justice," added Spires, who works with the Brazilian bishops' Indigenous Missionary Council in Belem.

Cohen said those who speak out today against the rich and powerful in the region continue to be threatened.

"Her successor, Father Amaro (Jose Amaro Lopes de Souza), continues to be threatened, and when they were unable to scare him off, they accused him of extortion and inciting violence among landless peasants," she said.

But what most people remember about Stang is her "love for the people of the Amazon, for the forest," said Spires. "She was an example of that her entire life."

"She used to say: You don't need to cut down the forest to obtain your livelihood from it," recalled Sr. Margarida Pantoja da Silva, missionary of the St. Terezinha congregation, a group created by religious sisters in the Amazon region.

What Stang left as a legacy for those in the Amazon, said da Silva, is "dignity, justice, recognition of social, political and civil rights, a lot of courage to remain fighting, and a great spirituality, a devoutness to the earth."

"Without devoutness to the earth, to the land, they (peasants) would not have the strength to continue fighting," she said.

"The synod document is titled 'Querida Amazonia' (Beloved Amazonia), which ... embodies what Sister Dorothy spoke of her entire life: 'Dear Amazon, we are here to defend you, to protect you. Dear people of the Amazon, we are here to help you in your fight, in your resistance, in the recognition of your rights.'"
Pope on women in Amazon church: Don't try to 'clericalize' them
https://www.catholicnews.com/services/englishnews/2020/pope-on-women-in-amazon-church-dont-try-to-clericalize-them.cfm
Cindy Wooden, Vatican City, February 12, 2020
Pope Francis released his document on the Amazon region on the 15th anniversary of the assassination in Brazil of U.S. Notre Dame Sister Dorothy Stang, a missionary who defended the poor and the environment.

Her life and sacrifice are emblematic of what many participants at the October Synod of Bishops for the Amazon had said: Women in the region are leaders of both community and religious life; their defense of the poor and the natural environment is consistent and consistently results in threats to their lives.

In his postsynodal apostolic exhortation, “Querida Amazonia” (Beloved Amazonia), which was published Feb. 12, Pope Francis said consecrated men and women in the Amazon are “closest to those who are most impoverished and excluded.”

The pope devoted an entire section of the document to praising the way women — lay and religious — have kept the faith alive in the Amazon region. But he flatly rejects a request made by several synod participants to consider ordaining women deacons; the request did not receive enough support to be included in the synod’s final document.

At the end of the Synod of Bishops for the Amazon, and on numerous other occasions, Pope Francis has said Catholics still have not understood how and why women are important in the church.

“We have not yet realized what women mean in the church,” but instead “we focus on the functional aspect” — what offices they are permitted to hold — “which is important,” but is not everything, he said at the end of the synod in October.

Throughout his pontificate, Pope Francis has acknowledged the essential and irreplaceable contribution of women to the church, their equal dignity and the importance of having their voices and talents contribute to decision-making.

But the pope also understands that in the way the Catholic Church operates in most places today, the traditional Catholic tie between ordination and power has meant that sometimes women are consulted and sometimes they aren’t.

In his exhortation, Pope Francis tried again to lay out his vision for a church in which priesthood is equated with service, not power.

But clearly, until that vision becomes more of a reality, it will be up to priests and bishops to determine the extent to which the contributions and expertise of women — and laypeople, in general — will be welcomed.

Cardinal Michael Czerny, who served as secretary of the Synod of Bishops for the Amazon, said Pope Francis’ caution in the apostolic exhortation about thinking women will be valued only if they can be ordained must read within his “extensive magisterium” stressing “the need to separate power from the priestly ministry, since this combination is at the origin of clericalism.”

“This relationship between ministry and power is what leaves women without a voice, without rights and often without the possibility to decide,” the cardinal told Vatican Media. “So, it is not a question of giving them access to an ordained ministry in order to have them gain a voice and a vote, but of separating power from ministry.”

Pope Francis frequently has told people that ordination and the offices that go with it are not a measure of a person’s importance in the church; in fact, he often insists “Mary is more important than the apostles.”

In the exhortation, Pope Francis said, “In the Amazon region, there are communities that have long preserved and handed on the faith even though no priest has come their way, even for decades.”

That happened, he said, “because of the presence of strong and generous women who, undoubtedly called and prompted by the Holy Spirit, baptized, catechized, prayed and acted as missionaries. For centuries, women have kept the church alive in those places through their remarkable devotion and deep faith.”

Their example, the pope said, “summons us to broaden our vision” beyond seeing ordination as the best way to encourage and recognize women leaders in Catholic communities.

Still, while warning about the temptation “to clericalize” women or focus solely on functions, Pope Francis did say in the document that women “should have access to positions, including ecclesial services, that do not entail Holy Orders and that can better signify the role that is theirs.”

Those positions, he said, should be established in a stable manner, be publicly recognized and include a formal “commission from the bishop.”

While the positions should make it possible for women to have “a real and effective impact” on decision-making, he said, it should be done “in a way that reflects their womanhood.”

Pope Francis does not explain in the document what he means by that other than by saying, “Women make their contribution to the church in a way that is properly theirs, by making present the tender strength of Mary, the Mother.”

Reparatrix Sister Augusta de Oliveira, a Brazilian and vicar general of her order, was the only woman chosen by the Vatican to present the pope’s document to the press Feb. 12.

Throughout the Amazon and in Amazonian Catholic communities, she said, women are “conquering and occupying spaces for decision making, reflection and service in defense of threatened life.”

In the most difficult areas of the Amazon basin, she said, “we find the female presence” in religious communities “animating, supporting and serving.”
Pope Francis, in his document, urged Catholics to trust that the Holy Spirit is alive and active in the Catholic communities of the Amazon. “For wherever there is a particular need, he has already poured out the charisms that can meet it.”

The church, the pope wrote, simply must “be open to the Spirit’s boldness, to trust in, and concretely to permit, the growth of a specific ecclesial culture that is distinctively lay.”

Pope says there is no quick fix for priest shortage in Amazon region
https://www.catholicnews.com/services/englishnews/2020/pope-says-there-is-no-quick-fix-for-priest-shortage-in-amazon-region.cfm
Junno Arocho Esteves, Vatican City, February 12, 2020
Pope Francis acknowledged the serious shortage of priests in remote areas of the Amazon, but he insisted not all avenues have been exhausted to address the issue.
In his apostolic exhortation, "Querida Amazonia" ("Beloved Amazonia"), which was released by the Vatican Feb. 12, the pope said that confronting the priest shortage simply by "facilitating a greater presence of ordained ministers who can celebrate the Eucharist" would be "a very narrow aim."

The members of the Synod of Bishops for the Amazon in October asked Pope Francis to open the way for the priestly ordination of married permanent deacons so that Catholics in the region could go to Mass and receive the sacraments regularly.

In response, Pope Francis wrote in his new document that the priest shortage must be seen as an opportunity for the Catholic Church to "awaken new life in communities."

"We need to promote an encounter with God's word and growth in holiness through various kinds of lay service that call for a process of education -- biblical, doctrinal, spiritual and practical -- and a variety of programs of ongoing formation," he said.

In an interview with Vatican News Feb. 12, Cardinal Michael Czerny, who served as secretary of the synod in October, said Pope Francis believes that "the question is not one of numbers and that a greater presence of priests is not the only requirement."

"What is needed is a presence of laypeople at the local level who are animated by a missionary spirit and capable of representing the authentic face of the Amazonian Church. This, he seems to indicate, is the only way that vocations will return," he said.

Cardinal Czerny told journalists that while there is no mention in the pope's document of ordaining married men to the priesthood or to women deacons, the pope "has not resolved them in any way beyond what he has said in the exhortation."

The synod is a journey "with long roads ahead as well as roads already traveled," Cardinal Czerny said Feb. 12 during a briefing at the Vatican press office. "So, if there are questions that you feel are open or that the church feels are open, thanks to the exhortation they will continue to be debated, discussed, discerned, prayed over and when mature presented to the appropriate authority for decision."

Pope Francis urged bishops, especially in Latin America, to encourage those who wish to be missionaries "to opt for the Amazon region."

Much like in past exhortations, the pope drove the point home in the footnotes.

"It is noteworthy that, in some countries of the Amazon Basin, more missionaries go to Europe or the United States than remain to assist their own vicariates in the Amazon region," he said.

While the shortage of vocations is an issue felt throughout the church, even the severe shortages in places like the United States pale in comparison to their Amazonian counterparts.

The Diocese of Fort Worth, Texas, for example, has an estimated 900,000 Catholics and a total of 103 priests, which is an average of one priest for every 8,737 people. It has one of the lowest priest-to-Catholics ratios in the United States.

In comparison, the Diocese of Caxias do Maranhao, Brazil, has only 25 priests for a population of 825,000 Catholics, an average of one priest for every 33,000 people.

And remote villages, such as the Kichwa indigenous community in the Ecuadorian Amazonian region, are difficult areas for priests to visit since they are accessible only by small plane or canoe.

In his exhortation, the pope said that priests are essential for the full life of Catholic communities since they are the only ones who can consecrate the Eucharist and grant absolution in the sacrament of reconciliation.

"If we are truly convinced that this is the case, then every effort should be made to ensure that the Amazonian peoples do not lack this food of new life and the sacrament of forgiveness," the pope said.

Nonetheless, Pope Francis also called for a renewal "of both initial and ongoing priestly formation" before considering other suggestions.

While priests are necessary, religious women, lay people and permanent deacons -- "of whom there should be many more in the Amazon region" -- could perform other functions necessary for Catholic life "with the aid of suitable accompaniment," he said.
In Amazon document, pope calls for action rooted in conversion of heart
https://www.catholicnews.com/services/englishnews/2020/in-amazon-document-pope-calls-for-action-rooted-in-conversion-of-heart.cfm
Carol Glatz, Vatican City, February 12, 2020
Like so many of Pope Francis' teachings and major documents, his apostolic exhortation on the Amazon is built on a call for conversion -- a new way of seeing, thinking and doing.
"We need to feel outrage," he wrote, underlining his concern that the world has become too indifferent, too numb or too much in denial about what is happening to the environment, the world and the people in it.

In his apostolic exhortation "Querida Amazonia" (Beloved Amazonia), Pope Francis urged people to recognize how much injustice and cruelty has taken place in the Amazon region, and he pleaded for attention to "current forms of human exploitation, abuse and killing."

Following in the footsteps of "Laudato Si'," his 2015 encyclical on the environment, the pope said people must approach the Amazon aware that "everything is connected," which means that care for people and care for ecosystems are inseparable.

In the document, released Feb. 12, he called on political leaders and governments in the Amazon region to take more seriously their responsibility to preserve the environment and resources and to protect the rights and cultures of all its citizens.

An unusual suggestion Pope Francis made in the document was that people turn to poetry and delve into Amazonian stories to discover how unique the region is and to feel more deeply its importance.

"Those poets, contemplatives and prophets help free us from the technocratic and consumerist paradigm that destroys nature and robs us of a truly dignified existence," he said.

Poetry helps give voice to beauty and to pain, he said, and it should help wake people up to what is under threat.

Reflection is needed to bring about the true conversion needed to hear and respond to the cry of the region's people and the cry of the earth, he said. "From the original peoples, we can learn to contemplate the Amazon region and not simply analyze it, and thus appreciate this precious mystery that transcends us."

"We can love it, not simply use it, with the result that love can awaken a deep and sincere interest," he wrote. "Even more, we can feel intimately a part of it and not only defend it; then the Amazon region will once more become like a mother to us."

The key to all of Pope Francis' appeals in the document is to not "look at the world from without but from within, conscious of the bonds with which the Father has linked us to all beings."

"A sound and sustainable ecology, one capable of bringing about change, will not develop unless people are changed, unless they are encouraged to opt for another style of life, one less greedy and more serene, more respectful and less anxious, more fraternal," he said.

Pope shares his 'dreams' for Amazon region, its Catholic community
https://www.catholicnews.com/services/englishnews/2020/pope-shares-his-dreams-for-amazon-region-its-catholic-community.cfm
Cindy Wooden, Vatican City, February 12, 2020
Pope Francis said he dreams of an Amazon region where the rights of the poor and indigenous are respected, local cultures are preserved, nature is protected, and the Catholic Church is present and active with "Amazonian features."
In his apostolic exhortation "Querida Amazonia" (Beloved Amazonia), Pope Francis made no mention of the idea of ordaining married men to the priesthood so that far-flung Catholic communities would have regular access to the Eucharist.

Instead, he said "every effort should be made to ensure that the Amazonian people do not lack this food of new life and the sacrament of forgiveness."

"A specific and courageous response is required of the church" to meet the needs of Catholics, he said, without dictating what that response would be.

However, Pope Francis opened the document saying he wanted "to officially present the final document" of October's Synod of Bishops for the Amazon. The final document asked for criteria to be drawn up "to ordain as priests suitable and respected men of the community with a legitimately constituted and stable family, who have had a fruitful permanent diaconate and receive an adequate formation for the priesthood, in order to sustain the life of the Christian community through the preaching of the word and the celebration of the sacraments in the most remote areas of the Amazon region."

Speaking about the final document, Pope Francis wrote that the synod "profited from the participation of many people who know better than myself or the Roman Curia the problems and issues of the Amazon region."
Having a church with "Amazonian features," he said, also will require greater efforts to evangelize, official recognition of the role women have and continue to play in the region's Catholic communities, a respect for popular forms of piety and greater efforts to inculturate the Catholic faith in Amazonian cultures.

In the document, Pope Francis did not mention the theft during the synod of wooden statues of a pregnant woman, usually referred to by the media as "pachamama" or described as a symbol of life and fertility by synod participants.

But he insisted, "Let us not be quick to describe as superstition or paganism certain religious practices that arise spontaneously from the life of peoples."

The pope devoted several long passages to the theme of "inculturation," the process by which the faith becomes "incarnate" in a local culture, taking on local characteristics that are in harmony with the faith and giving the local culture values and traits that come from the universal church.

"There is a risk," he said, "that evangelizers who come to a particular area may think that they must not only communicate the Gospel but also the culture in which they grew up."

Instead, he said, "what is needed is courageous openness to the novelty of the Spirit, who is always able to create something new with the inexhaustible riches of Jesus Christ."

One of the characteristics of many Catholic communities in the Amazon, he wrote, is that, in the absence of priests, they are led and sustained by "strong and generous women, who, undoubtedly called and prompted by the Holy Spirit, baptized, catechized, prayed and acted as missionaries."

While the idea of ordaining women deacons was mentioned at the synod, it was not included in the bishops' final document.

In his exhortation, Pope Francis said the idea that women's status and participation in the church could come only with ordination "would lead us to clericalize women, diminish the great value of what they have already accomplished and subtly make their indispensable contribution less effective."

Instead, he called for including women in roles "that do not entail holy orders," but that are stably established, publicly recognized and include "a commission from the bishop" and a voice in decision making.

Peppered with poetry praising the region's beauty or lamenting its destruction, much of the document looks at the exploitation of the Amazon region's indigenous communities and poor inhabitants and the destruction of its natural resources.
"The Amazon region has been presented as an enormous empty space to be filled, a source of raw materials to be developed (and) a wild expanse to be domesticated," the pope wrote. "None of this recognizes the rights of the original peoples; it simply ignores them as if they did not exist or acts as if the lands on which they live do not belong to them."

The destruction of the forest, the polluting of the Amazon River and its tributaries and the disruption and contamination of the land by mining industries, he said, further impoverish the region's poor, increase the chances that they will become victims of trafficking and destroy their communities and cultures, which are based on a close and care-filled relationship with nature.

"The inescapable truth is that, as things stand, this way of treating the Amazon territory spells the end for so much life, for so much beauty, even though people would like to keep thinking that nothing is happening," Pope Francis wrote.

Yet, he said, "from the original peoples, we can learn to contemplate the Amazon region and not simply analyze it, and thus appreciate this precious mystery that transcends us. We can love it, not simply use it, with the result that love can awaken a deep and sincere interest. Even more, we can feel intimately a part of it and not only defend it."

POPE VETOES WOMEN CLERGY, AFFIRMS CHRIST AS ‘SOLE REDEEMER’
'Querida Amazonía' a blow to subversives seeking to end clerical celibacy
https://www.churchmilitant.com/news/article/pope-vetoes-women-clergy-affirms-preaching-christ-as-sole-redeemer 
Jules Gomes, February 12, 2020

In a historic declaration — delighting traditionalists and infuriating progressives — Pope Francis emphatically rejected the ordination of women and married men, the advocacy of religious pluralism and support for a compromised ecumenism in his apostolic exhortation on the Amazon Synod. 

Titled Querida Amazonía, the exhortation seemed to signal a paradigm shift in the pontificate of Francis, as it resoundingly affirmed the evangelization of the Amazonian peoples in the words of the apostle Paul to the Corinthians: "We are not ashamed of Jesus Christ" and "Woe to me if I do not preach the gospel!" 
The much-anticipated final document, released to the media on Wednesday afternoon, provoked questions as to the magisterial authority of the exhortation and whether the papal declaration had closed the door to controversial proposals like the ordination of married men.   

The four sections titled "dreams" and sprinkled with verses of poetry, renewed the Holy Father's plea for the care and preservation of the Amazonian forests and its indigenous peoples but refrained from using the jargon of "ecological conversion" — a term which had previously drawn fire from faithful Catholics. 

Instead, the pontiff appealed for "a sound and sustainable ecology," simultaneously calling for the "need to feel outrage" as Moses and Jesus did and as "God does in the face of injustice" and evil.   
Virgin Mary vs. Mother Earth

While there was a "demand" for an "end to the mistreatment and destruction of Mother Earth," there was no hint of the pantheism evidenced in earlier synodal discussions, and instead of the deification of "Mother Earth," the exhortation culminated in an exaltation of the Blessed Virgin Mary as "Mother of the Amazon region."

"Let us now lift our gaze to Mary. The Mother whom Christ gave us is also the one Mother of all, who reveals herself in the Amazon region in distinct ways," Francis wrote, concluding the document with a hymn to Mary — the "Mother of Life."    

The continuity with earlier synodal discussions was evidenced in the emphasis on "inculturation" and the rejection of a "monocultural and monotonous" brand of Christianity — but even this was carefully woven into the Pauline theology of "the Risen Lord who permeates all things" and the incarnational understanding of Christ becoming flesh in the matter of the Eucharist.      

The lesser controversial aspects of taking into the "liturgy many elements proper to the experience of indigenous peoples" like their "native forms of expression in song, dance, rituals, gestures and symbols" based on the Second Vatican Council's call for "this effort to enculturate the liturgy among indigenous peoples" fell far short of the demand for an Amazonian rite for the Holy Eucharist — a proposal mooted during synodal discussions. 
Role of Women

However, the most unexpected emphasis was on the categorical rejection of ordained women ministers: 

Such a reductionism would lead us to believe that women would be granted a greater status and participation in the Church only if they were admitted to Holy Orders. But that approach would in fact narrow our vision; it would lead us to clericalize women, diminish the great value of what they have already accomplished, and subtly make their indispensable contribution less effective.

In fact, "Jesus Christ appears as the Spouse of the community that celebrates the Eucharist through the figure of a man who presides as a sign of the one priest," Francis declared, elaborating how the "Lord chose to reveal his power and his love through two human faces: the face of his divine Son made man and the face of a creature, a woman, Mary. Women make their contribution to the Church in a way that is properly theirs, by making present the tender strength of Mary, the Mother." 

Women should have "access to positions" but only those "that do not entail Holy Orders and that can better signify the role that is theirs," and such services would require "a commission from the bishop."

Evangelization Emphasized

The exhortation also excluded a "social gospel" that did not preach the kerygma: "Nor can we be content with a social message ... As Christians, we cannot set aside the call to faith that we have received from the gospel" and "an authentic option for the poor" would also involve "inviting them to a friendship with the Lord." 

The exhortation made clear:

They have a right to hear the gospel, and above all that first proclamation, the kerygma, which is 'the principal proclamation, the one which we must hear again and again in different ways, the one which we must announce one way or another.' It proclaims a God who infinitely loves every man and woman and has revealed this love fully in Jesus Christ, crucified for us and risen in our lives. 

"Without that impassioned proclamation, every ecclesial structure would become just another NGO [non-governmental organization] and we would not follow the command given us by Christ: 'Go into all the world and preach the gospel to the whole creation' (Mark 16:15)," Francis stressed.

The absence of the proposal for ordaining married men of tested virtue (viri probati) was met with a recognition of the need to offer the Eucharist more frequently to the most isolated communities and a rebuke to missionaries who "go to Europe or the United States than remain to assist their own vicariates in the Amazon region."
Querida Amazonia re-emphasized the "sacrament of Holy Orders, which configures him [the priest] to Christ the priest" and insisted that "the exclusive character received in Holy Orders qualifies the priest alone to preside at the Eucharist."

Even though the Amazonian region was characterized by many religions, the exhortation warned against "watering down or concealing our deepest convictions when we encounter others who think differently than ourselves."

The problem of the proliferation of Protestant sects, which were thriving as a result of Catholics converting to them — again, a theme frequently discussed during the October synod — is to be met with the recognition that "we also have a great treasure in the seven sacraments, which some Christian communities do not accept in their totality or in the same sense." Yet the exhortation clarified "we believe firmly in Jesus as the sole Redeemer of the world" as well as cultivating "a deep devotion to His Mother" which "we feel a duty to share" even though all Christian confessions may not accept it. 

Door Closed on Issues?

However, at the press conference Cdl. Michael Czerny, while affirming the magisterial nature of the exhortation, seemed to question the finality of the Pope's pronouncement on controversial issues. 

Asked if Pope Francis had closed the door on married priests, he remarked:

If there are questions you feel are open or that the Church feels are open as to the exhortation, they will be debated, discussed, discerned, prayed over and when mature, presented to the appropriate authority for decision ... So, I think, if you are looking for a kind of closure so that you can end an article with a punch, there isn't that kind of closure."
The panel at the press conference comprised Matteo Bruni, director of the Holy See Press Office; Cdl. Lorenzo Baldisseri, secretary general of the Synod of Bishops; Cdl. Michael Czerny, special secretary of the Synod of Bishops for the Pan-Amazon Region; Sr. Augusta de Oliveira S.M.R., vicar general of the Sisters of Mary Reparatrix; Fr. Adelson Araújo dos Santos, S.J., theologian and lecturer in spirituality at the Pontifical Gregorian University; and Prof. Carlos Nobre, scientist, Nobel Laureate 2007, member of the Environmental Sciences Commission of the National Council for Scientific and Technological Development.

‘Querida Amazonia’ — Francis Approves Leonardo Boff, Throws Fritz Löbinger into the Tiber
https://edwardpentin.co.uk/querida-amazonia-francis-approves-leonardo-boff-throws-fritz-lobinger-into-the-tiber/
Jose Antonio Ureta, February 12, 2020
The Apostolic Exhortation just published confirms that, in Pope Francis’ pontificate, politics takes priority over religion. While keeping his foot on the accelerator of “integral ecology,” he has brought the synod’s religious agenda to a sudden stop.
Cardinals Burke, Müller, and Sarah (and his co-author, Benedict XVI), as well as the few prelates who fervently defended priestly celibacy, have reason to be satisfied. Now they can look down on promoters of the low-cost priesthood, especially bishops Fritz Löbinger, Erwin Kräutler, and their partners on the German “synodal path.” Schluss! No opening for viri probati or “deaconesses.”

Pope Francis recognizes that efforts must be made, so the most isolated communities in the Amazon are not without the nourishment of the Eucharist and the sacraments of Reconciliation and Anointing of the Sick (Nos. 86 and 89). He also admits that priestly life and ministry are not monolithic (No. 87). However, he affirms that the solution rests on the sacrament of Holy Orders, which configures the priest to Christ (n° 87), who is the Spouse of the community that celebrates the Eucharist and is represented by the celebrant (n° 101). In so doing, he takes on the two main arguments of those who oppose married priesthood.
The Pope proposes as a solution to pray for priestly vocations and direct missionary vocations to the Amazon (n° 90). Complaining in passing for the absurdity that more priests from the Amazon countries are going to the United States and Europe than to missions in their own countries! (Note 132).

As had been announced in recent days, there is not even an indirect mention of the possibility of ordaining married men who are community leaders. Instead, Francis insists on the fact that it is not simply a matter of facilitating a greater presence of ordained ministers who can celebrate the Eucharist, but one of promoting an encounter with the Word of God, and growth in holiness through various types of pastoral services that can be developed by lay people (n° 93), as Bishop Athanasius Schneider judiciously pleaded based on his own experience of the lack of priests in Soviet Russia.

Because of the same configuration of the priest to Christ, Spouse of the community, and the wide and generous missionary work already carried out by women in the areas of baptism, catechesis, and prayer (n° 99), Pope Francis closes the discussion on the ordination of women asserting that it would be a form of reductionism to “clericalize” women in the belief that they would obtain a higher status in the Church only if admitted to the Sacred Orders (No. 100). On the contrary, women make their contribution to the Church in their own way by making present the tender strength of Mary, the Mother (n° 101).

Someone else who may be satisfied, at least in part, is Cardinal Walter Brandmüller. He denounced the Instrumentum Laboris of the Amazon Synod, saying that it was an invitation to apostasy insofar as it understood “inculturation” as a renunciation to preach the Gospel, and acceptance of pagan religions as an alternative way of salvation. His warning reached Santa Marta.

Querida Amazonia dissociates itself from the concept of “inculturation” promoted by  Indigenous Theology – led chiefly by Fathers Paulo Suess and Eleazar López — and adopts the light version of the conciliar constitution Gaudium et Spes. The latter inculturation consists of a mere adaptation of the Gospel to the understanding of all, expressing Christ’s message in terms appropriate for each culture (note 84).

It is, therefore, an inculturation that although not rejecting anything good that exists in the Amazonian culture, makes it an object of redemption (n° 67), brings it to its fullness in the light of the Gospel (n° 66), and wants it enriched by the Holy Spirit through the transforming power of the Gospel (n° 68).

That obliges the Church to adopt toward cultures a confident but also watchful and critical attitude (No. 67). Above all, it requires her not to be ashamed of Jesus Christ (n° 62), nor to limit herself to give the poor a purely social message instead of the great message of salvation (n° 63), since these peoples have the right to hear the Gospel. Without this evangelization, the Church would become a mere NGO and abandon the command to preach to all nations (No. 64). Rather than the Consolata Missionaries and others who boast they have not baptized anyone in 60 years, the document presents Saint Toríbio of Mogrovejo and St. José of Anchieta as models of great evangelizers in Latin America (n° 65).

In contrast to the above, in an open but failed attempt to justify himself for the scandalous idolatrous cults to Pachamama in the Vatican Gardens and St. Peter’s Basilica, Pope Francis declares that in the context of an inculturated spirituality it is somehow possible to take up indigenous symbols, myths charged with spiritual meaning, and religious festivals covered with sacred meaning, without necessarily incurring idolatry (No. 79).
Cardinal Brandmüller has another reason to be disgusted in addition to this fruitless defense of the Pachamama worship. Quoting abundantly from his encyclical Laudato Si, Pope Francis reiterates his “Teilhardian” and New Age worldview of a universe in which “everything is connected” (No. 41) and praises the indigenous mysticism that leads Aborigines not only to contemplate nature but to feel intimately connected to it to the point of considering it a mother (n° 55). In fact, Mother Earth is mentioned twice in the exhortation (No. 42).

A passing reference to God the Father as the creator of all beings in the universe is insufficient to dispel the “pantheistic” flavor of such passages since it follows a quotation of a verse by poetess Sui Yun on “communion with the forest” (by the way, this Peruvian poetess is known for the uninhibited and erotic character of her creations: “my poetry is genital,” she states) (n ° 56).

However, the document’s by far most flawed aspect is its full adherence to the postulates and programmatic agenda of Liberation Theology in its ecological version recycled by Leonardo Boff and assumed by the synod’s documents.

In a clear manifestation of “clericalism” (since the Church Magisterium has no authority in scientific or economic matters), and above all running counter to the desire for progress of the vast majority of the Amazonian population, the post-synodal exhortation assumes, without the necessary discernment, catastrophist and mendacious diagnosis of environmental NGOs and leftist parties on the supposed devastation of the Amazon: The forest is being razed (No. 13); the construction of hydroelectric plants and waterways is damaging rivers (No. 11); the region is faced with ecological disaster (No. 8); the populations are being slowly decimated by the new colonizers (note 13) or forced to migrate to cities where they would find the worst form of enslavement (No. 10).

According to the Pope, one must feel outrage (No. 15) and have a healthy sense of indignation (No. 17). In this context, it is not anodyne that the Chilean Communist Pablo Neruda and Vinicius de Moraes, Brazilian author of a famous poem titled “Lord barons of the earth,” calling for armed struggle, are among the poets-prophets who denounce the ‘evils’ of economic development.[1]
Worse still, the alternative solutions that Pope Francis proposes correspond to the more advanced collectivist dreams of neo-Marxist anthropologists, who see the tribal life of the jungle as a model for the future world.

According to the document, indigenous “good living” expresses true quality of life (nos 8, 26 & 71), and fulfills the utopia of personal, family, communal and cosmic harmony, expressed, in turn, by the communitarian approach to existence and an austere and simple lifestyle (n° 71): 
“Everything is shared; private spaces — typical of modernity — are minimal … There is no room for the notion of ​​an individual detached from the community or from the land” (No. 20).

In this matter, the indigenous people have much to teach us (n° 71), and citizens should allow themselves to be “re-educated” by them since it is through them that God wants us to embrace his mysterious wisdom (n° 72).

Given these eco-tribalist and collectivist fantasies of Pope Francis, it is no wonder that he is the leader to whom radical left currents from around the world are turning!

In short, this unusual Post-Synodal Exhortation – which refuses to quote the Final Document of the Synod of Bishops that motivated it – represents, at the same time a socioeconomic acceleration, and an ecclesiological brake that will leave Greeks and Trojans dissatisfied.

But there is no doubt that most dissatisfied will be the prelates and experts in the German camp who have invested long hours of intellectual work and hundreds of thousands of euros in a synodal assembly that ended up giving birth to a crippled bird unable to take flight because one of its wings was amputated.

It will be up to historians to solve the enigma of the reasons that led Pope Francis to stop the much-publicized opening for married priests. Was it “to avoid a schism, or even worse, a destabilization [of the pontificate] that would have been fatal,” as Il Messagero’s Franca Giansoldati suggests? Or was it to take a step back now in the hope of taking two steps forward soon? (The reference in note 120 to the Synod’s proposal to develop an “Amazonian rite” obliges us to remain vigilant, especially when the author of the document is assumedly “crafty”).

As the French say: whoever will live will see.

But those of us who have endeavored for a whole year to block the Synod’s revolutionary agenda for the Pan-Amazon region (including the panamazonsynodwatch.info website, which an American analyst called the “hub of resistance”), we do have some reasons for satisfaction.

Even if Francis confirmed Leonardo Boff, at least he threw the managers of Löbinger, Kräutler & Suess GmbH into the Tiber.

[1] “Lord barons of the land / Prepare your shroud / For you enjoy the land / But the land belongs to those who work …The time has come for war / No saint will avail you. …Grenade against grenade! / Gun burst against gun burst! And our war is sacred! / Our war does not fail!”
Pope Francis' Amazon exhortation calls for holiness, not married priests
https://www.catholicnewsagency.com/news/pope-francis-amazon-exhortation-calls-for-holiness-not-married-priests-42216
Courtney Mares, Vatican City, February 12, 2020
Pope Francis published his response to the Vatican’s 2019 Amazon synod in an apostolic exhortation Wednesday. Despite widespread speculation following the synod, the pope does not call for married priests, but seeks to expand "horizons beyond conflicts."
Querida Amazonia, Pope Francis’ much-anticipated post-synodal apostolic exhortation, presents the pope’s "four great dreams" for the Pan-Amazonian region’s ecological preservation and "Amazonian holiness."

The exhortation does not quote from recommendations made by bishops at the Vatican’s October meeting on the Amazon. Instead, Pope Francis "officially present[s]" the synod’s final document alongside his exhortation, asking "everyone to read it in full."

The topic of ordaining viri probati, or mature married men, was a point of considerable discussion at the synod, and made waves across the Church.

While Pope Francis did not rebuff the idea directly in his exhortation, the Vatican’s editorial director, Andrea Tornielli, addressed it in a column released alongside the apostolic exhortation.

Speaking of priestly celibacy, Tornielli wrote that “the Successor of Peter, after praying and reflecting, has decided to respond not by foreseeing changes or further possibilities of exceptions from those already provided for by current ecclesiastical discipline, but by asking that the essentials be the starting point,” for discussions regarding priestly ministry in the Amazon.

“He asks us to begin again with a vivacious and incarnated faith, with a renewed missionary thrust rooted in the grace that allows room for God to act rather than on marketing strategies or the communication technologies relied on by the religious influencers,” Tornielli added.

Nearly half of the pope’s own 24-page document is dedicated to outlining the pontiff's "Ecclesial Dream" for the Amazon region, in which Pope Francis stresses the singular role of the priest, while affirming the laity’s ongoing contributions to evangelization.
“No Christian community is built up which does not grow from and hinge on the celebration of the most holy Eucharist … This urgent need leads me to urge all bishops, especially those in Latin America, not only to promote prayer for priestly vocations, but also to be more generous in encouraging those who display a missionary vocation to opt for the Amazon region,” Pope Francis wrote in the exhortation, published Feb. 12.

Pope Francis said that Querida Amazonia provides his “own response” to the discussions that took place at the Synod of Bishops for the Pan-Amazonian region October 6-27.

In Querida Amazonia, Pope Francis warns against an outlook that restricts “our understanding of the Church to her functional structures.” The pope also rejects a narrow vision of “conceptions of power in the Church” that “clericalize women.”

“Efforts need to be made to configure ministry in such a way that it is at the service of a more frequent celebration of the Eucharist, even in the remotest and most isolated communities … There is also a need for ministers who can understand Amazonian sensibilities and cultures from within,” Pope Francis wrote.

“The way of shaping priestly life and ministry is not monolithic; it develops distinctive traits in different parts of the world. This is why it is important to determine what is most specific to a priest, what cannot be delegated. The answer lies in the sacrament of Holy Orders, which configures him to Christ the priest. The first conclusion, then, is that the exclusive character received in Holy Orders qualifies the priest alone to preside at the Eucharist,” Francis said.

The pope called for revision to “the structure and content of both initial and ongoing priestly formation” to be more pastoral and in dialogue with Amazonian cultures. Francis said that “the stable presence of mature and lay leaders endowed with authority” is required in the region, calling for more permanent deacons and women religious to address the Amazon’s challenges.

Following the controversy sparked by the presence of indigenous statues at Vatican events during the Amazon synod in October and the subsequent apology by Pope Francis for “Pachamama” being thrown in the Tiber River, Pope Francis uses the post-synodal apostolic exhortation to appeal for unity and sensitivity to the over 110 distinct indigenous cultures in the Amazon.

“Let us not be quick to describe as superstition or paganism certain religious practices that arise spontaneously from the life of peoples,” Pope Francis wrote.

“It is possible to take up an indigenous symbol in some way, without necessarily considering it as idolatry. A myth charged with spiritual meaning can be used to advantage and not always considered a pagan error. Some religious festivals have a sacred meaning and are occasions for gathering and fraternity, albeit in need of a gradual process of purification or maturation,” he explained.

“The greatest danger would be to prevent them from encountering Christ by presenting him as an enemy of joy or as someone indifferent to human questions and difficulties,” he added.

In a section entitled, “Expanding horizons beyond conflicts,” Pope Francis lays forth his call for a transcendence of conflict:

“It often happens that in particular places pastoral workers envisage very different solutions to the problems they face, and consequently propose apparently opposed forms of ecclesial organization,” Pope Francis said.

“When this occurs, it is probably that the real response to the challenges of evangelization lies in transcending the two approaches and finding other, better ways, perhaps not yet even imagined.  Conflict is overcome at a higher level, where each group can join the other in a new reality, while remaining faithful to itself,” he added.
Pope Francis presented his four dreams -- social, cultural, ecological, and ecclesial -- for the “Beloved Amazon” region with indigenous poetry interspersed throughout the apostolic exhortation.
“Poets, contemplatives and prophets, help free us from the technocratic and consumerist paradigm that destroys nature and robs us of a truly dignified existence,” the pope wrote.

The pope also made a point that this apostolic exhortation is addressed “to the whole world,” not just to the Amazonian region.

“The equilibrium of our planet ... depends on the health of the Amazon region,” he said. “It serves as a great filter of carbon dioxide, which helps avoid the warming of the earth.”

Francis’ ecological dream for the region encompasses an integral need to protect the human dignity of people living in the region.

“We do not need an environmentalism that is concerned for the biome but ignores the Amazonian peoples,” he wrote. “My predecessor Benedict XVI condemned ‘the devastation of the environment and the Amazon basin, and the threats against the human dignity of the peoples living in that region.’”

“We cannot allow globalization to become a new version of colonialism,” Pope Francis said after apologizing for historic “crimes committed against native peoples during the so-called conquest of America.”

Colonization has not ended, Pope Francis said, it has been “changed, disguised and concealed, while losing none of its contempt for the life of the poor and the fragility of the environment.”

Pope Francis signed the post-synodal apostolic exhortation on February 2 in the Archbasilica of St. John Lateran, the cathedral of the Bishop of Rome.

“The pastoral presence of the Church in the Amazon region is uneven, due in part to the vast expanse of the territory, its many remote places, its broad cultural diversity, its grave social problems, and the preference of some peoples to live in isolation. We cannot remain unconcerned; a specific and courageous response is required of the Church,” Pope Francis said.

Querida Amazonia: What Pope Francis said, and didn't, on priesthood and marriage
https://www.catholicnewsagency.com/news/what-francis-said-and-didnt-on-priesthood-and-marriage-in-querida-amazonia-43239
February 12, 2020
While Pope Francis was expected to focus in the apostolic exhortation published today on a proposal to ordain married priests in the Amazon region, the pope instead emphasized the importance of collaboration in apostolic ministry by Catholics in various states of life.
“Efforts need to be made to configure ministry in such a way that it is at the service of a more frequent celebration of the Eucharist, even in the remotest and most isolated communities,” Pope Francis wrote in Querida Amazonia, released publicly Feb. 12 and dated Feb. 2.

The pope said that “In the specific circumstances of the Amazon region, particularly in its forests and more remote places, a way must be found to ensure” priestly ministry.

The urgent need for priests “leads me to urge all bishops, especially those in Latin America, not only to promote prayer for priestly vocations, but also to be more generous in encouraging those who display a missionary vocation to opt for the Amazon region,” he wrote.

Even while emphasizing the importance of priestly ministry in the region, Pope Francis did not endorse a proposal from some bishops in the Amazon region to permit the ordination of married men to the priesthood.

Regarding that proposal, in a Feb. 12 editorial, the Vatican’s editorial director Andrea Tornielli wrote that “the Successor of Peter, after praying and reflecting, has decided to respond not by foreseeing changes or further possibilities of exceptions from those already provided for by current ecclesiastical discipline, but by asking that the essentials be the starting point,” for discussions regarding priestly ministry in the Amazon.

The pope's own discussion of ministry in the Amazon appeared in his exhortation's fourth chapter, “An Ecclesial Dream,” in which Pope Francis treated his desire for “Christian communities capable of generous commitment, incarnate in the Amazon region, and giving the Church new faces with Amazonian features.”

The chapter discussed the need to proclaim the gospel in the region; various means of inculturation; the strength and gifts of women; and ecumenical and interreligious coexistence.

Treating the inculturation of forms of ministry, the pope said that it “should also be increasingly reflected in an incarnate form of ecclesial organization and ministry,” asking: “how can we not consider an inculturation of the ways we structure and carry out ecclesial ministries?”

In addition to configuring ministry for more frequent celebrations of the Eucharist, he said there “is also a need for ministers who can understand Amazonian sensibilities and cultures from within.”

Priestly formation, he said, “develops distinctive traits in different parts of the world,” and he noted that “what is most specific to a priest” is his configuration to Christ the priest through Holy Orders.

He noted that “power” is not the defining character of priesthood, and referred to St. John Paul II's statement in Mulieris Dignitatem that the priesthood is “totally ordered to the holiness of Christ’s members.”
The priest's great potency, he said, is to say Mass. He identified Mass and Confession as the sacraments that “lie at the heart of the priest’s exclusive identity.” He noted that “It is also proper to the priest to administer the Anointing of the Sick.”

Laity “can proclaim God’s word, teach, organize communities, celebrate certain sacraments, seek different ways to express popular devotion and develop the multitude of gifts that the Spirit pours out in their midst,” the pope said, while adding that “they need the celebration of the Eucharist because it 'makes the Church'.”

Because the Christian community grows from the Mass, “every effort should be made to ensure that the Amazonian peoples do not lack this food of new life and the sacrament of forgiveness,” Francis said.

In addition to asking that bishops generously encourage missionaries to the Amazon, he said that the “structure and content” of priestly formation should “be thoroughly revised, so that priests can acquire the attitudes and abilities demanded by dialogue with Amazonian cultures.”

“This formation must be preeminently pastoral and favour the development of priestly mercy,” he added, noting that the lack of seminaries for indigenous people was mentioned at the synod.

The Mass, Pope Francis said, “signifies and realizes the Church's unity,” which “welcomes the abundant variety of gifts and charisms that the Spirit pours out.”

The Mass thus “requires the development of that rich variety.”
To that end, “Priests are necessary, but this does not mean that permanent deacons (of whom there should be many more in the Amazon region), religious women and lay persons cannot regularly assume important responsibilities for the growth of communities.”

“Consequently, it is not simply a question of facilitating a greater presence of ordained ministers who can celebrate the Eucharist. That would be a very narrow aim, were we not also to strive to awaken new life in communities. We need to promote an encounter with God’s word and growth in holiness through various kinds of lay service.”

An inculturated Church in the Amazon “requires the stable presence of mature and lay leaders endowed with authority and familiar with the languages, cultures, spiritual experience and communal way of life in the different places, but also open to the multiplicity of gifts that the Holy Spirit bestows on every one,” he said.

“This requires the Church to be open to the Spirit’s boldness, to trust in, and concretely to permit, the growth of a specific ecclesial culture that is distinctively lay. The challenges in the Amazon region demand of the Church a special effort to be present at every level, and this can only be possible through the vigorous, broad and active involvement of the laity.”

The pope also highlighted consecrated life and base communities, which is a term used to describe small Christian communities in the Amazon region.

He encouraged “the growth of the collaborative efforts being made through the Pan Amazonian Ecclesial Network and other associations” to implement the proposal made at the Fifth Episcopal Conference of Latin America at Aparecida in 2007 to “establish a collaborative ministry among the local churches of the various South American countries in the Amazon basin, with differentiated priorities”.

The Pan Amazonian Ecclesial Network, or REPAM, lists among its works “protection for the 137 ‘contactless tribes’ of the Amazon and affirmation of their right to live undisturbed.”

Francis also said that “the Amazonian region sees a great deal of internal mobility” and migration, and thus “thought should be given to itinerant missionary teams and 'support provided for the presence and mobility of consecrated men and women closest to those who are most impoverished and excluded'.”
Inculturation is a 'necessary process' in the Amazon, Pope Francis says
https://www.catholicnewsagency.com/news/inculturation-is-a-necessary-process-in-the-amazon-pope-francis-says-42121
February 12, 2020

Pope Francis has highlighted the need for spiritual inculturation in the Amazon region, and praised indigenous expressions of religiosity, while pointing to the Eucharist as the central component of Christian spirituality.

In an apostolic exhortation released Feb. 12 as a follow-up to last year’s Synod on the Amazon, the pope said the Church should adapt and adopt the identity of the Amazon region in an authentically Christian way.
In Querida Amazonia, released on Wednesday, the pope offered a sweeping view of the region and called for the Church to engage with and defend its peoples at the social, cultural, environmental, and spiritual levels.
“As she perseveres in the preaching of the kerygma, the Church also needs to grow in the Amazon region. In doing so, she constantly reshapes her identity through listening and dialogue with the people, the realities and the history of the lands in which she finds herself,” Francis said.

The pope said that true inculturation is “a necessary process” that “rejects nothing of the goodness that already exists in Amazonian cultures, but brings it to fulfilment in the light of the Gospel.”
Citing the teachings of St. John Paul II, Francis said that the Church never denies the “autonomy of culture.”
“On the contrary, she has the greatest respect for it, since culture is not only an object of redemption and elevation but can also play a role of mediation and cooperation.”

Francis also used the document to revisit and respond to the debate that took place at the 2019 synod on the role and suitability of adopting symbols of indigenous spirituality into the Church.
During the Synod on the Amazon, held on Oct. 6-27 last year, a particular point of controversy was the presence of carved images of a naked pregnant woman, often identified as the indigenous religious symbol “Pachamama.”

The figures were displayed at a number of side-events held over the course of the synod in Rome. While some observers insisted they were representative of life, fertility, and motherhood, others, including some former curial cardinals, denounced the use and presence of the figures, warning that they could be interpreted as a form of pagan idolatry.
Debate about the meaning and suitability of the Pachamama image boiled over when, on Oct. 21, a video was uploaded to YouTube showing a number of the statues being removed from a display in the church of Santa Maria in Traspontina and thrown into the Tiber. An Austrian man subsequently claimed responsibility for the act.
During the closing session of the synod, Francis made an apology for the incident, saying that “As bishop of this diocese, I ask forgiveness from those who have been offended by this gesture.” The pope went on to say that they had been displayed in the church “without idolatrous intentions.”
In Wednesday’s exhortation, Francis appeared to address the issue, but did not reference the Pachamama image specifically.
“It is possible to take up an indigenous symbol in some way, without necessarily considering it as idolatry,” Francis wrote in Querida Amazonia. “A myth charged with spiritual meaning can be used to advantage and not always considered a pagan error.”
The pope said it is important that the Church not “be quick to describe as superstition or paganism certain religious practices that arise spontaneously from the life of peoples.”
“Rather, we ought to know how to distinguish the wheat growing alongside the tares, for popular piety can enable us to see how the faith, once received, becomes embodied in a culture and is constantly passed on.”
Francis also called for a renewed commitment to inculturation in the liturgical life of the Church in the region, saying that the celebration of the sacraments is a particularly beneficial means, “since they unite the divine and the cosmic, grace and creation.”

Quoting his own encyclical letter on the environment, Laudato si, Francis noted that “On Sunday, Christian spirituality incorporates the value of relaxation and festivity.”
“Nowadays we tend to demean contemplative rest as something unproductive and unnecessary, but this is to do away with the very thing which is most important about work: its meaning.  We are called to include in our work a dimension of receptivity and gratuity. Aboriginal peoples are familiar with this gratuity and this healthy contemplative leisure.”
“Our celebrations,” Francis said, “should help them experience this in the Sunday liturgy and encounter the light of God’s word and the Eucharist, which illumines our daily existence.”
The Eucharist in particular, the pope said, “joins heaven and earth; it embraces and penetrates all of creation.”
“In this sense, ‘encountering God does not mean fleeing from this world or turning our back on nature.’  It means that we can take up into the liturgy many elements proper to the experience of indigenous peoples in their contact with nature, and respect native forms of expression in song, dance, rituals, gestures and symbols.”
“The Second Vatican Council called for this effort to inculturate the liturgy among indigenous peoples; over fifty years have passed and we still have far to go along these lines,” Francis said.

Vatican officials: 'Querida Amazonia' is magisterium, Amazon synod's final doc is not

https://www.catholicnewsagency.com/news/vatican-officials-querida-amazonia-is-magisterium-amazon-synods-final-doc-is-not-54859
Hannah Brockhaus, Vatican City, February 12, 2020
Pope Francis' post-synodal exhortation on the Amazon is part of the Church's ordinary magisterium -- that is officially a kind of Church teaching -- while the final document of the Vatican’s 2019 Amazon synod is not, Cardinal Michael Czerny, special secretary of the Amazon synod, said Feb. 12.
The distinction in the authoritative weight of the two documents was also emphasized Wednesday by Cardinal Lorenzo Baldisseri, secretary general of the Synod of Bishops, and by Matteo Bruni, the director of the Holy See Press Office.

Bruni emphasized that “the apostolic exhortation is magisterium, the final document is not.” He later added that “anything in the final document should be read in the lens of the apostolic exhortation,” including any “application.”

“So we have two documents of two different kinds,” Czerny said in a presentation to journalists.

“The final document, consisting of proposals made and voted by the Synod Fathers, has the weight of a synodal final document,” he said, whereas the apostolic exhortation, “reflecting on the whole process and its final document, has the authority of ordinary magisterium of the Successor of Peter.”

Pope Francis released Feb. 12 the apostolic letter Querida Amazonia, which presents his response to the discussion of the Amazon synod, which took place in Rome over three weeks in October.
This synod ended with the presentation to Pope Francis of a final document, which was voted on by synod members setting out a series of recommendations based on the issues discussed during the preparation phase and synodal sessions.
The final document of the synod assembly is what Czerny and Baldisseri said does not have the weight of ordinary magisterium, noting the pope’s “presentation” of the document.

Pope Francis “encourages everyone to read the whole document” Czerny stated, but added that suggestions made in the synod’s final document remain in discussion only “as proposals made by the synod.” This means that Catholics are not required to believe, or even agree with, the proposals, or regard them as teachings of the pope.
In Querida Amazonia itself, Pope Francis offers his own reflections on the Amazon, saying he “will not go into all of the issues treated at length in the [synod’s] final document. Nor do I claim to replace that text or to duplicate it.”

The pope states that, at the same time, he “would like to officially present the Final Document, which sets forth the conclusions of the Synod…”

Francis added: “I have preferred not to cite the Final Document in this Exhortation, because I would encourage everyone to read it in full.”

The pope also asks that “pastors, consecrated men and women and lay faithful of the Amazon region strive to apply” the work of the synodal assembly.

Francis’ use of the words “officially present,” prompted some to ask if the pope wishes to give added weight to the synod’s conclusions, even if he chose not to cite them directly in his own document.

The option for the pope to adopt the final synodal document as his own, including it as official Church teaching, was part of changes the pontiff made to synod rules in 2018. Since that year, canon law has permitted the pope to give a specific and deliberate kind of approval to a final synodal document that would incorporate the text into the pope’s ordinary magisterium, or official teaching.

However, Baldisseri said that article 18 of Episcopalis Communio, which established that law, makes clear that the pope needs to give his approval “expressly.”

“The apostolic exhortation does not speak of approval of the final document. It does not speak [of it]. It speaks of presentation, but not of approval,” Baldisseri continued. “There is not a clear canonical word of approval, as in article 18 of Episcopalis Communio. It speaks of express approval, not indirect, imagined.”

The final document of the Amazon synod “has a certain moral authority, sure,” he added, “but not magisterial.” 
Synods of bishops convened by the pope serve a mainly consultative role, as indicated in the Code of Canon Law.

Their main purpose is to foster unity between the pope and the bishops around the world, and to offer their input as the pope considers questions pertaining to the Church’s activity in different parts of the world, on issues of faith and morals, and “in the observance and strengthening of ecclesiastical discipline.”

“It is,” the Code says, “for the synod of bishops to discuss the questions for consideration and express its wishes but not to resolve them or issue decrees about them unless in certain cases the Roman Pontiff has endowed it with deliberative power, in which case he ratifies the decisions of the synod.”

Czerny said he thinks the best way to understand the synod’s debate of the possibility of the ordination of married priests in the Amazon region is to see it “as part of a process and as part of a journey.”

“That’s why it’s called a synod,” he noted, adding that “we are at a very important part in this synodal process and there are long roads ahead as well as long roads already traveled.”

“And so the questions you are returning to are questions ‘on the road,' and the Holy Father has not resolved them in any way beyond what he has said in the exhortation,” the cardinal underlined.

“So if there are questions you feel are open, or that the Church feels are open, thanks to the exhortation they will continue to be discussed, debated, discerned, prayed over, and when mature, presented to the appropriate authority for decision,” he said.

“There are decisions that can be made in a diocese, in a [bishops’] conference, and there are decisions that are made here [in the Vatican].”

5 things to know about 'Querida Amazonia'
https://www.catholicnewsagency.com/news/5-things-to-know-about-querida-amazonia-80777
Lise Alves, Vatican City, February 12, 2020
[Video]

Pope Francis promulgated on Wednesday a new apostolic exhortation, or letter of encouragement, about the Church in the Amazon region. The document is a follow-up to a synod, or meeting, of bishops convened last year to discuss the Church in the region.
Here are five things to know about Querida Amazonia:

The Eucharist is the heart of the document.
Pope Francis spends much of the document talking about the needs of the Church in the Amazon region, where at least 20 million people live, across 8 countries. But the most important need of the Church, Pope Francis says, “is the celebration of the Eucharist because it ‘makes the Church.’

Quoting from the Second Vatican Council, Pope Francis says that “no Christian community is built up which does not grow from and hinge on the celebration of the most holy Eucharist.”
Because the Eucharist is at the center of the Church, Pope Francis encourages the promotion of vocations, missionary priests in the Amazon, along with teaching and formation about what the Eucharist is, and why it matters so much.

The document does not permit married priests. 
The 2019 Synod of Bishops on the Amazon recommended to Pope Francis that diocesan bishops in the Amazon region should be permitted to ordain as priests married and mature permanent deacons to serve in communities without a priest. The idea gained traction, and became the source of debate, in many corners of the Church.

The pope did not accept that recommendation, and, Vatican officials said Wednesday, has no plans to accept it.

Seriously, the document is not about married priests, or priestly celibacy. 

Querida Amazonia discusses evangelization, cultural, missionary life, the environment and economic concerns, and the need for priests to collaborate with lay people, and especially women, to proclaim the Gospel and witness to Christ. It also discusses the importance of the priesthood in the life of the Church.

But for all the debate in recent months among some people about married priests, Pope Francis never even mentions the idea in his document. The pope has said for years that he thinks priestly celibacy is an important value for the Church, but did not raise the question at all in Querida Amazonia.

The pope encourages Catholics to read the recommendations of the 2019 Synod of Bishops.
At the conclusion of the 2019 Synod of Bishops, participants approved a document making recommendations to the pope about the Church’s ministry in the Amazon, including the possibility of ordaining married men as priests.

In Querida Amazonia, Pope Francis recommended that Catholics read that document. He did not endorse all its proposals, or any of them specifically, nor did he approve them with the magisterial authority of his office. He commended them for reading, study, and discussion.

The document ends with a prayer to the Blessed Virgin Mary.
Pope Francis prays:

Mother of life,
in your maternal womb Jesus took flesh,
the Lord of all that exists.
Risen, he transfigured you by his light
and made you the Queen of all creation.
For that reason, we ask you, Mary, to reign
in the beating heart of Amazonia.
In Brazil, 'Querida Amazonia' elicits range of reactions among religious
https://www.catholicnews.com/services/englishnews/2020/in-brazil-querida-amazonia-elicits-range-of-reactions-among-religious.cfm
Lise Alves, Sao Paolo, February 13, 2020
Pope Francis' apostolic exhortation on the pan-Amazonian synod surprised many church workers who live in the region and elicited a range of reactions.
Although no one interviewed by Catholic News Service overtly criticized the pope, religious in the Amazon said they were surprised and called Pope Francis' decision not to authorize the ordination of married men "excessively prudent." Several agreed, however, that Pope Francis has advanced discussion on the matter.

"Querida Amazonia" (Beloved Amazonia) "fell short of our expectations. We expected the pope to take it a step further, and he didn't," Bishop Erwin Kräutler, retired head of the Xingu prelature in Brazil's Amazon region, told Catholic News Service.

The bishop, who participated in the October Synod of Bishops for the Amazon, told CNS he would not go so far as saying he was disappointed, but he was surprised by the avoidance of a clear decision on the matter of ordaining married permanent deacons.

"I would say we were surprised by document, since more than two-thirds of the bishops at the synod voted in favor of the ordination of married men," said Bishop Kräutler. "There are dozens of communities here that have the Eucharist two or three times a year. Some of these people feel they are excluded from the church."

"We cannot deprive these people in remote places of the center of our faith, which is the Eucharist," he added.

Others, however, looked at the decision in a more positive manner.

"The exhortation does not close the door; it motivates us to continue to walk toward a solution" said Archbishop Roque Paloschi of Porto Velho.
He said there is no "magic solution"; processes such as these, he said, take time to be implemented.

"The pope is not creating the wheel, he is simply helping the wheel turn, giving us courage to take steps forward," he said.

Bishop Kräutler agreed that Pope Francis "made it clear that this was not the final decision on the issue."

"We expect that the issue be revisited in the near future. I believe Pope Francis thought the idea was not yet mature to put into practice," said Bishop Kräutler.
Sister Rose Bertoldo, a member of the Congregation of the Immaculate Heart of Mary who attended the synod, told CNS the document "left much to be desired in terms of the ordination of married men to (serve in) remote places."

"It (exhortation) definitely put a damper on peoples' expectations," said Father Edilberto Sena, 77, of Santarem. Pope Francis "was excessively prudent in his decision."

"His solution for ordaining more priests or bringing priests from the South here are not viable at this moment in time. This is not a solution," said Father Sena, director of a network of radio stations throughout the Amazon region.

"Here in the region of Santarem, we have 800 communities and only 44 priests. It is the layperson who is supporting the faith of the Christian people here," he said.

Sister Bertoldo noted that Pope Francis urged people to read the final synod document. She said it is only from the base, from Catholic communities, that small but significant changes can be made.

"We need to study the post-synod document and now this exhortation and combine these two. The communities need to pressure the bishops to make these changes," she said.

Father Sena said he believed Pope Francis had taken one step back so that, later, the church could take two steps forward. "Pope Francis is a Jesuit; he has gained a lot of knowledge along his life," he said.

Bishop Kräutler emphasized Pope Francis' affection for the Amazon region.

"The title of the document, 'Beloved Amazonia,' shows deep caring for the region. It does not say esteemed or valued, it says beloved," he said.

Pope shares with U.S. bishops his frustration with reaction to Amazon text

https://www.catholicnews.com/services/englishnews/2020/pope-shares-with-us-bishops-his-frustration-with-reaction-to-amazon-text.cfm
Cindy Wooden, Junno Arocho Esteves, February 13, 2020
Pope Francis told a group of U.S. bishops that, like them, he is accused of not being courageous or not listening to the Holy Spirit when he says or does something someone disagrees with -- like not mentioning married priests in his document on the Amazon.
"You could see his consternation when he said that for some people it was all about celibacy and not about the Amazon," said Bishop William A. Wack of Pensacola-Tallahassee.

"He said some people say he is not courageous because he didn't listen to the Spirit," the bishop told Catholic News Service Feb. 13. "He said, 'So they're not mad at the Spirit. They're mad at me down here,'" as if they assume the Holy Spirit agreed with them.

Bishop Wack was one of 15 bishops from Florida, Georgia, North Carolina and South Carolina who spent close to three hours with Pope Francis Feb. 13 as part of their "ad limina" visits to the Vatican. They were joined by two from Arizona -- Bishop Edward J. Weisenburger of Tucson and Auxiliary Bishop Eduardo A. Nevares of Phoenix -- who had been unable to meet the pope with their group Feb. 10.

During the meeting, one bishop asked Pope Francis for three or four points he would like them to share with their people from the document "Querida Amazonia" (Beloved Amazonia), which was released the day before and offered the pope's reflections on the Synod of Bishops for the Amazon.

Auxiliary Bishop Joel M. Konzen of Atlanta told CNS that the pope said the most important message in the document for U.S. Catholics is to care for the planet, "that this is a grave matter."

Then, he said, the pope told the bishops that months or even years go into producing documents and what gets reported by the media "is one line" or that "the pope didn't have the courage to change the rules of the church."

Bishop Wack said the pope told them the synod met "'to talk about the issues of the church in the Amazon. Other people wanted me to talk about celibacy. They made that the issue. But that wasn't the issue of this synod.'"

Pope Francis told the bishops that they and their priests must teach and preach about care for the environment, Bishop Wack said. "He said even if people don't want to hear it. How can we deny that things are changing? How can we deny that we're hurting our future? And he said, if we don't talk about these things, well, shame on us. We have to preach the Gospel, and this is part of the Gospel."

Archbishop Thomas G. Wenski of Miami said Pope Francis also talked about what he means by "synodality" and members of the church listening to each other, praying about issues and trying to discern a way forward together. The synod, he said, is not "a parliament in which people take majority votes on a whole bunch of issues."

Among the reactions concerning the exhortation that caught Pope Francis' eye, he said, was a commentary that said "the pope lacked courage" on the issue of ordaining married men.

"But the synod is not about the courage of the pope or the lack of the courage of the pope," Archbishop Wenski paraphrased the pope as telling them. "The synod is about the action of the Holy Spirit and discernment of the Holy Spirit. And if there is no Holy Spirit, there is no discernment."

If discernment and the action of the Holy Spirit are missing, then it is just "a meeting and it's people sharing opinions and maybe research, but it's not necessarily a synod unless it's in some way governed by the Holy Spirit," Bishop Konzen said.
Bishop Wack said Pope Francis also explained that synodality and discernment are processes that continue even after a synod has met and a document has been published.

"He said, 'You can't just meet once and then say, "Oh, we have all the answers," but the conversation continues,'" the bishop said. "And so, he said, 'What we did is we raised these issues, and now we have to deal with them,'" continuing to invoke the Holy Spirit and discern the path for the future.

As with the 13 groups of U.S. bishops that preceded them, the bishops also spoke with the pope about the clerical sexual abuse crisis, immigration, youth and young adult ministry and what it means to be a bishop.

Bishop Wack said he asked for advice about finding balance as a bishop since "we are supposed to be shepherds, we're supposed to be priests for the people, other Christs. And yet, just like with our pastors, like so many people working in the church, as well as parents and people working in world, we are so busy with so many other things."

Pope Francis spoke at length about being a bishop, he said. "He said if we're too busy doing other things, we put those aside; we pray, and we preach, and we serve our people."

Archbishop Wenski told CNS that in covering the church or Pope Francis' teachings, the press often uses "categories from the world, and they don't fully appreciate that we're dealing with a different way of being, a different way of thinking."

The bishops' meeting with the pope, he added, was a moment to "be with the pope, see the pope and to hear the pope" in a relaxed atmosphere and discuss issues "that concern us bishops throughout the world."

"That was a great opportunity because often times, as bishops, we experience the pope through the filter of the news media. And it's good to experience him without that filter; (to) experience him face to face," he said.

'Powerful words of understanding': Pope backs indigenous in Amazon

https://www.catholicnews.com/services/englishnews/2020/powerful-words-of-understanding-pope-backs-indigenous-in-amazon.cfm
Barbara J, Fraser, Lima, Peru, February 13, 2020
Saying the world has much to learn from Amazonian indigenous peoples, Pope Francis declared the Catholic Church their ally in their struggle to protect the region's forests and rivers.
In "Querida Amazonia" (Beloved Amazonia), the apostolic exhortation issued Feb. 12, the pope called on Catholics to respond to environmental destruction in the Amazon region with outrage and indignation while building networks of solidarity with its traditional inhabitants.

The document is Pope Francis' response to recommendations made by participants in the Synod of Bishops for the Amazon, held in October 2019 at the Vatican.

With its often lyrical language, the exhortation takes another step toward a closer relationship with native peoples, which the pope launched in Peru in January 2017. At an encounter there with several thousand Amazonian indigenous people, Pope Francis asked his listeners to help church leaders understand their culture and their lives.

With the exhortation, the pope has made it clear that the church -- and the world -- must listen to them and recognize them as equals, said Moema Maria Marques de Miranda, a lay Franciscan who was an observer at the synod.

"After 500 years, indigenous peoples are recognized in their wisdom and their abilities. That is a paradigm change," Miranda told Catholic News Service.

That message is woven into the document from the beginning, where Pope Francis describes four dreams. He says he dreams of an Amazonia that fights for the rights of indigenous peoples, an Amazonia that preserves its cultural riches, an Amazonia that preserves its natural beauty, and Christian communities that give the church "new faces with Amazonian features."

That image of dreams has a double meaning. For most Westerners, dreams express hopes for the future, but for indigenous people, they transmit messages from God, just as they did for some Biblical figures, Miranda said.

Such dreams are visions "that connect with something very deep within the person," said Medical Mission Sister Birgit Weiler, who works in Peru and was an expert at the synod. "It commits you to taking a new path."

One message that stands out clearly in the exhortation, she said, is that the church sides with indigenous people who defend their lands against extractive industries like logging and mining or the encroachment of industrial-scale farming and ranching.

That is also a sign the church workers "have the backing of the pope" when they accompany communities in those struggles, she said. Such efforts sometimes draw criticism from others in the church, but the pope has made clear that "they can't call you communist" for opposing industries or infrastructure projects that threaten communities, she said.

The exhortation "is a response from Pope Francis to the cry of pain of the Amazon, from its peoples, nations and indigenous organizations, Jose Gregorio Diaz Mirabal, coordinator of an umbrella organization of Amazonian indigenous groups, said in a statement released Feb. 12.

"These represent powerful words of understanding, solidarity and a commitment to stand with us against the pain, murders and criminal prosecution of the unique and legitimate defenders of the Pachamama" or Mother Earth, Diaz, who was an observer at the synod, said in the statement.
Pope Francis' message comes as threats against the environment and those who defend it are on the rise in Amazonia and other parts of Latin America and the world.

Widespread fires in southern Brazil and northern Bolivia, where forests were razed for farming and ranching, made international headlines in 2019. Africa's Congo basin, which faces similar threats, also suffered a fierce fire season.

Brazilian President Jair Bolsonaro has submitted draft legislation to that country's Congress seeking to open indigenous territories to extractive industries.

"The businesses, national or international, which harm the Amazon and fail to respect the right of the original peoples to the land and its boundaries, and to self-determination and prior consent, should be called for what they are: injustice and crime," the pope wrote.

When businesses seek profit above all, corrupt authorities give companies easy access to timber and minerals, and companies "raze the forests and pollute the environment, economic relationships are unduly altered and become an instrument of death," he added.

For those who defend their lands against loggers, miners and ranchers, the stakes are high. At least 164 people were killed worldwide in such efforts in 2018, according to the nonprofit organization Global Witness, which says the figure is probably low. In many cases, the killers are never brought to justice.

The deadliest countries include Brazil, Colombia, Guatemala and Mexico. The pope's exhortation was issued Feb. 12, the anniversary of the 2005 murder of Notre Dame Sister Dorothy Stang, who worked with small-scale farmers in Brazil.

Although Pope Francis warns that extractive industries are a new form of colonialism in a region where the church must work to dismantle the vestiges of a colonial past, the exhortation is not a political statement, Archbishop Roque Paloschi of Porto Velho, Brazil, told CNS.

The pope's words "make us aware that we must respond to the cry of God in the cry of the poor and the cry of creation," Archbishop Paloschi said. "More than a political impact, it needs to have an impact on the church and require us to take a united stand."

Nevertheless, the church "must become more and more prophetic" in speaking out against policies that threaten indigenous peoples and the environment, Brazilian Sister Rose Bertoldo, a Missionary Sister of the Immaculate Heart of Mary who was an observer at the synod, told CNS.

For Sister Bertoldo, one notable omission in the exhortation was the concept of "ecological sin." Synod participants had recommended that actions like pollution, environmental destruction and environmental injustice that endanger future generations be recognized as "ecological sins of commission or omission against God, against one's neighbor, the community and the environment."

Archbishop Paloschi said that in leaving that out of the exhortation, the pope chose to encourage the church toward a necessary conversion rather than taking a punitive approach.

Helping indigenous people defend their rights, their land and their culture takes various forms, Father Ron MacDonell, a Scarboro missionary from Antigonish, Nova Scotia, told CNS.

A linguist, he works with indigenous groups in Brazil, including the Macuxi and Kokama, to help them recover their languages, which are in danger of being lost if parents and grandparents no longer teach their children.

The mission is important for the church, he said, because some early missionaries punished children for speaking their native languages in school, although other missioners learned languages, compiled dictionaries and translated Scripture into native languages.

Language, he said, enables missionaries "to experience the world from another point of view." It also underscores the great cultural diversity that exists in the Amazon basin along with the region's biological diversity.

The message of Beloved Amazonia should echo far beyond the region's boundaries, Josianne Gauthier, executive secretary of CIDSE, an international consortium of Catholic development agencies and an invited guest at the synod, told CNS.

Catholics worldwide can learn from the synod process, which has involved "so much listening -- listening to the voices of the people, listening to the Amazon, listening to the cries, the screams," she said.

"There's something we need to learn from that -- how do we listen?" she said, adding that people can practice that in their own parishes.

Catholics can also respond to the exhortation's invitation to seek ways of "just standing back and learning to love creation and nature in the way traditional peoples do," she added.

And they can respond to the synod's call to envision new ways of being church.

"Can we bring something from the synodal process into our parishes?" she said. "Can we learn to listen again, to each other and to ourselves?"
Cardinal Hummes Pushes for Married Priests, and Lula Meets the Pope
The Brazilian cardinal, a long-time proponent of ordaining married priests, told a Brazilian publication ‘this matter will have to be developed and completed’ through discussions with Pope Francis and Vatican officials.

https://www.ncregister.com/blog/edward-pentin/cardinal-hummes-keeps-pushing-for-married-priests-and-lula-meets-the-pope
Edward Pentin, Vatican City, February 13, 2020
One of the leading figures behind last year’s Pan-Amazon Synod, Brazilian Cardinal Claudio Hummes, has said the synod’s proposal to ordain married men in remote Amazonian areas is not dead but will now be taken up by the Vatican.
After Pope Francis decided not to endorse the change in Querida Amazonia, his apostolic exhortation on the October meeting, the Brazilian publication Estadão reported Feb. 12 that Cardinal Hummes told Brazilian media that “the question must now be worked out with the Pope and the offices of the Holy See.”

“It will be taken up again,” the cardinal insisted. “This matter will have to be developed and completed.”

The Pope did not make any mention of priestly celibacy, married priests, or the ordination of so-called viri probati in Querida Amazonia, but instead stressed the importance of itinerant missionary work and that permanent deacons, religious women and laity should “regularly assume important responsibilities.”

Cardinal Hummes, who served as the general relator (essentially the chief coordinator) of the Oct. 6-27 synod, has at least since 2006 advocated the ordination of married men. Just before taking up his position that year as prefect of the Congregation for Clergy, he said in an interview clerical celibacy was not a dogma and could be subject to review. 

Within a few hours after arriving at the Vatican two days later, Pope Benedict XVI had him issue a statement saying priestly celibacy was not up for discussion.

Having hoped the Amazon Synod could be a vehicle through which to accomplish such a change in the centuries-old Church discipline of the Latin Church, but with the Pope not endorsing it in his exhortation, Cardinal Hummes now believes that the October meeting still will play an important role in Vatican discussions in achieving the change, according to the Estadão report.
In particular, he told the publication that the Synod’s final document, in which the majority of synod fathers voted in favor of ordaining married deacons as priests, “would not be put on a shelf” and that the Church “must be committed to its application.” 

Bishop Walmor Oliveira de Azevedo of the Diocese of Belo Horizonte, president of the Brazilian bishops’ conference, also told Estadão that now the post-synodal exhortation has been published, “it doesn’t mean that the final document of the Synod can be incinerated.” And he speculated that a decree regarding the ordination of married men, which would not be appropriate in an exhortation, “may be forthcoming.”
Bishop Oliveira de Azevedo also maintains that the Pope has commissioned a study to update questions regarding the priesthood.

A similar response to the exhortation also came from Pope Francis’ frequently utilized “ghost writer” for papal documents, Archbishop Victor Manuel Fernández of La Plata, Argentina.

He told the online publication Religiondigital Feb. 12 that the Pope’s apostolic exhortation “does not constitute an interpretation” of the synod’s final document, nor does it act as a “restriction” of the final document's contents. Instead, he said the apostolic exhortation is “only a complementary outline” of the final document that “does not rescind it.”

He stressed the importance of Paragraph 4 of the exhortation, in which the Pope asks that all bishops and pastoral agents of the Amazon “strive to apply” the final document.   

At the Vatican press launch yesterday, Cardinal Lorenzo Baldisseri, general secretary of the Synod of Bishops, made it clear that although Francis “officially presented” the synod’s final document, he had not given it his “express approval” and so it was not part of the papal magisterium. He also said any application of the final document needs to be “done in light of the exhortation itself.”

 

Lula Meets the Pope
Meanwhile, the Pope today received at his Santa Marta residence former Brazilian President Luiz Inácio Lula de Silva, more commonly known simply as “Lula,” a socialist politician who founded the country’s Workers’ Party and served as president from 2003 to 2010.  

In 2018, and after a series of failed court appeals, Lula was jailed for 12 years for money laundering and passive corruption. He was released last November, amid ongoing claims that he was arrested due to lack of evidence, and on grounds that all appeals had not been exhausted.

Lula is a close friend of Cardinal Hummes. The cardinal has a long history of being closely tied to Brazilian leftist politics, and is often credited for helping propel Lula to the presidency.

But this afternoon’s meeting, which lasted an hour and was not publicized by the Vatican or announced in its daily bulletin as it was an “informal meeting,” was not arranged through Cardinal Hummes but via Francis’ friend, Argentina’s socialist President Alberto Ángel Fernández, who met the Pope at the Vatican on Jan. 31.

In a Feb. 5 tweet announcing his Vatican visit, Lula said he would be meeting the Pope “to thank him not only for the solidarity he showed me at a difficult time, but above all for his dedication to the oppressed.” He said he also wanted to “discuss the Brazilian experience of combating poverty.”
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Encontro com o Papa Francisco para conversar sobre um mundo mais justo e fraterno. 
Foto: Ricardo Stuckert
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'Querida Amazonia' shows how Francis is looking for deeper change
https://www.ncronline.org/news/opinion/distinctly-catholic/querida-amazonia-shows-how-francis-looking-deeper-change
Michael Sean Winters, February 13, 2020
Pope Francis' apostolic exhortation Querida Amazonia is a multifaceted document. I would like to look at what I found the most striking aspect of the text, its ecclesiological significance.
Many NCR readers will be disappointed that the pope did not move forward on either ordaining viri probati to the priesthood, older deacons who could then preside at Eucharist and absolve sins in the sacrament of penance, or ordaining women deacons. Certainly, the final document of the Synod of Bishops for the Amazon last October invited him to address both these issues.
Why didn't he? I think the pope is looking for a deeper change. His emphasis on synodality has become one of the most dominant themes of his pontificate and holds the potential to help the church step away from the Ultramontane excesses of the 19th and 20th centuries. Synods are consultative bodies, and they usually leave the difficult decisions to the pope. But Francis wants us to move away from that monarchical model and engage the whole church in the process of discernment on issues like bringing back the female diaconate.

You can't achieve synodality if you continually look to the pope to make the tough calls. It reminds me of those politicians who argue we need to get big money out of politics and call for a constitutional amendment to overturn Citizens United v. FEC, but in the meantime continue to collect a lot of that big money as they run for office. Real change never works that way. The proof of the pudding must be in the eating, not in any rationalizations.

Right at the beginning, the Holy Father indicates a significant departure from past practice in which all synodal processes ultimately resulted in papal decisions. Here, Francis proposes a different model of relationship between the final document from the synod fathers and his own exhortation.

In this Exhortation, I wish to offer my own response to this process of dialogue and discernment. I will not go into all of the issues treated at length in the final document. Nor do I claim to replace that text or to duplicate it. I wish merely to propose a brief framework for reflection that can apply concretely to the life of the Amazon region a synthesis of some of the larger concerns that I have expressed in earlier documents, and that can help guide us to a harmonious, creative and fruitful reception of the entire synodal process.

Indeed, the pope even breaks from his own previous practice in deciding not to cite the final document from the synod in this text.

"At the same time, I would like to officially present the Final Document, which sets forth the conclusions of the Synod, which profited from the participation of many people who know better than myself or the Roman Curia the problems and issues of the Amazon region, since they live there, they experience its suffering and they love it passionately," he writes. "I have preferred not to cite the Final Document in this Exhortation, because I would encourage everyone to read it in full."

This is quite remarkable. Instead of the synod being a consultative body that helps the pope form his own judgment, here he is giving the outcome of the synod's deliberations its own standing and status. The line about the synod fathers knowing more about the region than the pope and the Curia is not something one would find in, say, the teachings of Pope Pius X. I had not anticipated this and, so far as I can tell, neither did anyone else.
The second major ecclesiological issue is Francis' effort at grounding the church's methods of evangelization in a specifically Catholic doctrinal approach. Francis has been clear since the beginning of his pontificate that he does not conceive of spirituality or ethics in the individualistic manner of some Protestants. The Gospel is never reduced to a personal disposition. Neither is the Gospel ever presented as some pie-in-the-sky dream.

"Everything that the Church has to offer must become incarnate in a distinctive way in each part of the world, so that the Bride of Christ can take on a variety of faces that better manifest the inexhaustible riches of God's grace," Francis writes, setting forth the theological grounds for his stance. "Preaching must become incarnate, spirituality must become incarnate, ecclesial structures must become incarnate."
This is the answer to those who oppose the pope and charge him with breaking from the tradition of the church. The pope's opponents seem to think that St. Thomas Aquinas was the final word on inculturation. As H. Richard Niebuhr observes in his book Christ and Culture:

Yet Leo XIII and all who followed him in calling for a new synthesis on a Thomistic basis are not synthesists. The synthesis of Christ and culture is doubtless their goal but they do not synthesize Christ with present culture, present philosophy, present institutions as Thomas did. … What is sought here is not the synthesis of Christ with present culture but the re-establishment of the philosophy and the institutions of another culture … the reign and Lordship of Jesus have been so identified with the dogmas, organization, and mores of a cultural religious institution that the dynamic counterpoises characteristic of Thomas' synthesis have disappeared, save in the accepted theory itself.

For the pope, inculturation is always a sort of two-way street. On the one hand, the church "constantly reshapes her identity through listening and dialogue with the people, the realities and the history of the lands in which she finds herself. In this way, she is able to engage increasingly in a necessary process of inculturation that rejects nothing of the goodness that already exists in Amazonian cultures, but brings it to fulfilment in the light of the Gospel." Neither does the church "scorn the richness of Christian wisdom handed down through the centuries, presuming to ignore the history in which God has worked in many ways."

Only those who think of the tradition as a kind of museum piece fail to grasp this dynamic of inculturation and fail to appreciate its value. They are the ones who charge the pope with being a Hegelian. One need not subscribe to the philosophy of the great German thinker to recognize the dynamic of dialogue between God and man that characterizes the Hebrew Scripture and the Gospels. The Incarnation makes inculturation obvious and necessary. "Inculturation elevates and fulfills," the pope writes.
Thirdly, the pope continues to invite the church to be less self-referential and more focused on the needs of others, especially the poor and, in this case, the planet. When the synod met, the Amazon basin was literally burning. The forests of the region have rightly been called "the earth's lungs" and so damage there has the potential to wreak havoc with the entire planet.

As the pope made clear in "Laudato Si', on Care for Our Common Home," there are not two crises in the Amazon, one environmental and the other social, but one crisis that is both environmental and social. Damage to the environment will necessarily damage the society and culture of the people of the region, people who have long and lovingly cared for the Earth.

To allow the church to get sidetracked on the particulars of presbyteral or diaconal ordination, important though they may be, when the people of the world need to galvanize themselves to save the Amazon ecosystem that sustains all human life would be like criticizing the curtains in a house that is on fire.

Finally, the pope clearly believes that there must be a conversion of heart and mind before the church can begin changing its structures. Quoting from Amoris Laetitia, he writes, "the Church must be particularly concerned to offer understanding, comfort and acceptance, rather than imposing straightaway a set of rules that only lead people to feel judged and abandoned by the very Mother called to show them God's mercy."

Francis also seems as suspicious of the legalism of the reformers as the legalism of the traditionalists. He writes, "It is not simply a question of facilitating a greater presence of ordained ministers who can celebrate the Eucharist. That would be a very narrow aim, were we not also to strive to awaken new life in communities. We need to promote an encounter with God's word and growth in holiness through various kinds of lay service that call for a process of education — biblical, doctrinal, spiritual and practical — and a variety of programmes of ongoing formation."
In the subchapter titled "The strength and gift of women" we see how differently the pope approaches these issues from the way they are most often discussed here in the U.S.

This summons us to broaden our vision, lest we restrict our understanding of the Church to her functional structures. Such a reductionism would lead us to believe that women would be granted a greater status and participation in the Church only if they were admitted to Holy Orders. But that approach would in fact narrow our vision; it would lead us to clericalize women, diminish the great value of what they have already accomplished, and subtly make their indispensable contribution less effective. ... Without women, the Church breaks down, and how many communities in the Amazon would have collapsed, had women not been there to sustain them, keep them together and care for them. This shows the kind of power that is typically theirs.

At a time when almost the entire church in the United States is clamoring for an end to a clericalism that has replaced a primacy of service with a mere accumulation of power, it is strange to hear some clamor for an end to the all-male priesthood because that robs women of power. French philosopher Michel Foucault was many things, but he was not an apostle.

Bishop Jerry Kicanas, the bishop emeritus of Tucson, Arizona, was part of the recent ad limina visits, and he said something that points to a reason why the pope thinks there needs to be more discernment on these neuralgic issues.

"I think he senses that there's a kind of, his phrase would be, a spiritual worldliness that has taken over and not having the sense of living my life in a sacrificial way, in a serving kind of way, in a giving kind of way, in a generous way," Kicanas said after his group's meeting with the pope.
Archbishop John Wester of Santa Fe, New Mexico, said something similar: "The pope, very gently and very calmly, said, 'You know, this point was really not a big point. ... I don't even think at this point that it's something we're going to move on because I haven't sensed that the Holy Spirit is at work in that right now.' "
To be clear, Kicanas and Wester were not speaking specifically about this text, but it is the case that even many faithful Catholics have adopted essentially political frames of reference for understanding the church, frames that Francis has been resisting since he was superior of the Jesuits in Argentina many decades ago.

It is an open question whether the pope's call for a spiritual renewal will lead to the kinds of structural changes many of us would like to see. Francis is clearly suspicious of self-will and its ability to obstruct the movement of the Spirit.

On the other hand, it is surely impossible for him not to see that sometimes structures and laws must change in order to facilitate spiritual renewal. I am reminded of an old New Yorker cartoon that portrayed a chicken and an egg in bed, both of them smoking, and the caption read, "Should we tell them?" I will continue to give him the benefit of the doubt because his discernment seems so much more holy than my calculations.

I understand why others, and especially women, will find it more difficult to give him the benefit of the doubt after this document. In preparing this column, a woman friend expressed not just disappointment but hurt, and it is always painful to witness someone I love be hurt, and especially hurt by a pope we both admire. Many Catholics will have similar experiences in the days ahead.

It should be noted, however, that Francis closes no doors in this document. None. There is a section in this exhortation after which you expect to find the pope write that the church has no authority to ordain woman, or that the subject is closed, but here we find only a call to continued discernment and dialogue.

I hope that in the case of clergy sex abuse, when the pope listened to victims and that altered his perspective, the pope will listen to those who suffer because of the church's theology of human sexuality and gender. The most powerful evidence of the Christian faith is love immanent in the world, and such love often, indeed usually, is manifested in the form of suffering. As theologian Fr. Hans Urs von Balthasar used to say, "Only love is credible."

There are other aspects of this document that warrant examination, most especially the Holy Father's intense spirituality of the environment and appreciation for the spirituality of the indigenous peoples and his use of poetry to not just echo but to instantiate the doctrinal points he is making. His insight into the problem of Christ and culture is further revealed in all its complexity. His attentiveness to the promptings of the Spirit is remarkable.

In trying to return the Petrine ministry to something that continues to serve as a source of unity while undoing the suffocating uniformity produced by the Ultramontanism of the past 200 years, through the mechanism of synodality, Francis is attempting something almost impossible to conceive. Unless you truly believe that with God all things are possible. Do we?
Francis gets the science and beauty of the Amazon but falls short on action to save it
A leading climate scientist assesses the impact of 'Querida Amazonia'

https://www.ncronline.org/news/earthbeat/francis-gets-science-and-beauty-amazon-falls-short-action-save-it
Philip D. Duffy, February 13, 2020
Pope Francis’ Exhortation demonstrates an impressive understanding of the Amazon’s ecological value, and testifies movingly to its beauty and mystery, but misses an opportunity to “exhort” us to action on climate change.
To climate scientists like me, preservation of the Amazon is a critical priority, because the rainforest stores an enormous amount of carbon – equivalent to about 10 years of total human climate-warming emissions. Loss of the Amazon forest would therefore make it virtually impossible to meet climate policy goals like limiting global warming to 1.5 or 2º Celsius.

In the Post-Synodal Apostolic Exhortation that was released Feb. 12, Pope Francis displays an astute grasp of the ecological threat facing the region and the world. He correctly and eloquently explains that the Amazon “serves as a great filter of carbon dioxide, which helps avoid the warming of the earth.”

The Pope also understands that the problem is even broader than that – geographically and across issues.

“The equilibrium of our planet also depends on the health of the Amazon region,” he writes. “Together with the biome of the Congo and Borneo, it contains a dazzling diversity of woodlands on which rain cycles, climate balance, and a great variety of living beings also depend.”

His awareness of these enormous stakes is a critically important opportunity – an opening to rally worldwide Catholics to take on one of the greatest challenges of our time—climate change.

In my role as the president of the Woods Hole Research Center, I am constantly seeking to involve new partners in promoting science-based solutions to climate change. The threat of climate change is dire, and we need a mobilization across all of society if we are to overcome it. Last year I stood next to Cardinal Sean Patrick O’Malley of Boston to launch the Faith Science Alliance – an initiative designed to focus attention on the ecological and moral emergency of climate change.

Francis could be one of the world’s most effective climate change messengers. His influence and reach are almost without comparison. His ability and willingness to wade into nuances of the science is impressive. Francis even explains the challenges of reforestation in an area with relatively poor soils.

Just as importantly, the exhortation points out that ecological damage in a region causes harm to its human inhabitants as well.
“If the care of people and the care of ecosystems are inseparable, this becomes especially important in places where ‘the forest is not a resource to be exploited; it is a being, or various beings, with which we have to relate,’” Francis writes.

As scientists we also focus on the relationship between the Amazon forest and its indigenous inhabitants. Our work has shown (perhaps not surprisingly) that indigenous peoples are better stewards of the forest than others, and keeping indigenous peoples in possession of their ancestral lands goes hand-in-hand with preserving the forest and slowing climate change.
But what comes next? Francis has highlighted a crucial issue – but the importance of the Amazon rainforest was well-known beforehand. Notably, the Pope’s exhortation does not go as far as the Synod – which called the destruction of these natural resources a “sin.” To so clearly identify a threat to the stability of our climate, but to avoid calling for urgent and immediate action, is a missed opportunity and a half step.

There is a clear path forward, to effectively conserve the Amazon. We know that protected lands and indigenous reserves contain the healthiest forests and the most carbon. Brazilian laws are in place to protect much of the forest, although they are lightly enforced under the current presidential administration. Keeping these protections in place would be in line with all of the values and priorities laid out in the Pope’s exhortation.

Francis has shown tremendous leadership in putting a spotlight on Amazonian deforestation, and the global consequences. Hopefully, he will continue to push for action that will conserve these invaluable forests.
Amazon Catholics pledge to press on after Pope says no to married priests
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-pope-amazon-reaction/amazon-catholics-pledge-to-press-on-after-pope-says-no-to-married-priests-idUSKBN20631P
Gabriel Stargardter, Maria Cervantes, Rio de Janeiro/Lima, February 13, 2020
Catholic communities across the Amazon said they would keep pushing for married men to be allowed to celebrate Mass in the remote rainforest region, after a papal decision on Wednesday blocked their path to the priesthood.

In one of the most significant decisions of his papacy, Pope Francis on Wednesday dismissed the proposal designed to ease an acute scarcity of priests in the Amazon, where the Roman Catholic Church faces growing competition from Evangelical Christian faiths.
The proposal, put forward by Latin American bishops in 2019, had alarmed conservatives in the deeply divided 1.3 billion-member Church, who feared it could chip away at the centuries-old commitment to celibacy among priests.

The Argentine pontiff’s decision affects isolated communities in Brazil, Peru, Colombia and other countries in the Amazon basin. It places Amazon Catholics in a delicate position, forced to temper their desire for change with religious obedience.

Although some said they were disappointed, many more held out hope the pope could change his mind.

Martín Quijano, a bishop in Pucallpa in the Peruvian Amazon and a participant in the synod of Amazon bishops that proposed allowing married priests, said he had faith the decision was not final.

“The door is still open,” he told Reuters. “The pope is asking for reflection. This proposal is still ongoing.”

Giuliano Frigeni, the bishop of Parintins, a Brazilian town on the banks of the Amazon river, pledged to fight on, despite the obstacles. “Now we have to roll up our sleeves and work even harder,” he said.
Francis delivered his response in an Apostolic Exhortation, three months after the proposal passed the synod by 128 votes to 41. Apostolic Exhortations are used to instruct and encourage the Catholic faithful but do not define Church doctrine.

Under the synod-formulated proposal, older married deacons with stable families who were proven leaders of remote Catholic communities would have been free to be ordained as priests.

Deacons, like priests, are ordained ministers. They can preach, teach, baptize and run parishes, but they cannot say Mass. Married men can become deacons.

Because only priests can say Mass, people in at least 85% of Amazon villages cannot attend the liturgy every week and some have not done so for years.

Frigeni said he had only managed to ordain 20 priests in his 20-odd years in Parintins, while there is only one bishop in the Brazilian Amazon who hails from the region.

He added his deacons were severely overworked. On Saturdays and Sundays, they would spend up to 11 hours in canoes traveling to preach in remote riverside communities. But despite those efforts, he said their top priority would always be to their families, rather than the Church.

“We need bishops and priests from here,” Frigeni said.
Alfredo Ferro, a Jesuit priest in Leticia, the capital of Colombia’s Amazonas province, said he believed that sooner or later a more progressive policy would emerge.

“The Church is a little slow, it’s not easy to move. It’s like an elephant,” he said.
Cdl Müller: German bishops need ‘religious about-face’ after pope halted female deacons, married priests
'I hope that a religious about-face will now be carried out in Germany.'

https://www.lifesitenews.com/news/cdl-mueller-german-bishops-need-religious-about-face-after-pope-halted-female-deacons-married-priests 
Martin Bürger, February 13, 2020
German Cardinal Gerhard Müller said that now that Pope Francis has refused to allow female deacons and married priests in the Amazon region, the German bishops should perform a “religious about-face.”
“I hope that a religious about-face will now be carried out in Germany,” he said in light of Pope Francis’ exhortation “Querida Amazonia” released yesterday. The German bishops in there “synodal path” had called for female ordination, the abolishment of celibacy and a loosening of the Church’s sexual morality.

“Above all,” continued Müller, “the universal Church and the Holy Father must be asked for forgiveness for the schismatic act of putting the decisions of a body unauthorized for doctrinal questions above the teaching of the Church and thus above Revelation, as if one had never heard of Vatican II.”

Müller, the former prefect of the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith, acknowledged the Pope’s post-synodal Apostolic Exhortation in a positive way, calling it a “pastoral letter of prophetic power.”

He said in a statement, originally published by German Catholic newspaper Die Tagespost, that while “Querida Amazonia” refers to the final document of the Amazon synod, which took place last October, “the Pope does not draw from it any dramatic and disconcerting conclusions.”

The final document had actually called for the ordination to the priesthood of married men living in the Amazon region, as well as the permanent diaconate for women. Müller expressed his happiness over the fact that the Pope “does not want to fuel existing political, ethnic and inner-Church conflicts and conflicts of interest, but rather to overcome them.”

The cardinal is hopeful that “Querida Amazonia” could have a reconciling effect, “reducing internal Church factions, ideological fixations and the danger of inner emigration or open resistance.” In that context, Müller continued, it is to be hoped “that the interpreters of this document will refrain from unnecessary harshness and take up the concerns of the Holy Father like true sons and daughters of the Church in a spirit of agreement and collaboration.”

Müller showed his appreciation for the fine line drawn in the exhortation “between worship of the Creator and worship of the created as if it were God”, which must not be forgotten.

Bishop Marian Eleganti, auxiliary bishop in the Swiss diocese of Chur, also praised the document for its “loving, conciliatory, unagitated and pleasant, humble tone” across all pages.

Bishop Eleganti went into more detail, however, stating that in one passage, Pope Francis may have been defending the use of the Pachamama statues during the Amazon Synod.

On October 4, 2019, Pope Francis hosted a pagan ceremony with Pachamama statues in the Vatican Gardens and even blessed one of the statues. At the ceremony, people were bowing down to the ground worshiping the statue. Additionally, the Pope prayed in front of the Pachamama statue at St. Peter's Cathedral on October 7 and then accompanied it in procession into the synod hall. The Pope confirmed that the statue was “Pachamama” and apologized for other Pachamama statues being thrown into the Tiber river.

In section 78 of Querida Amazonia, Pope Francis states that people should “not be quick to describe as superstition or paganism certain religious practices that arise spontaneously from the life of peoples.” In section 79, the Pope continues that it is “possible to take up an indigenous symbol in some way, without necessarily considering it as idolatry,” adding that a “myth charged with spiritual meaning can be used to advantage and not always considered a pagan error.”

While admitting the truth of this statement, Eleganti offered some words of criticism. “That is true, but then one should not fall down before this symbol, nor should one carry it before oneself like a monstrance, as happened in the presence of the Pope and other high church dignitaries during the Amazon synod in Rome.”

Both Müller and Eleganti indicated their admiration for article 101 of the apostolic exhortation, in which Pope Francis speaks of Jesus Christ appearing “as the Spouse of the community that celebrates the Eucharist through the figure of a man who presides as a sign of the one Priest. This dialogue between the Spouse and his Bride, which arises in adoration and sanctifies the community, should not trap us in partial conceptions of power in the Church. The Lord chose to reveal his power and his love through two human faces: the face of his divine Son made man and the face of a creature, a woman, Mary.”

For Müller, this states clearly, in the sense of the defined doctrine of faith, “that the priest is sacramentally conformed to Christ, the head of the Church, by virtue of ordination. Therefore, only a man can symbolically and sacramentally represent Christ as the Bridegroom of the Church.”

“We can only be grateful to Francis for this unusual and unexpected clarity. It means, once again, a rejection of the priesthood for women. Francis sees the place of women in ministries (with effective influence also on organization and leadership) that do not require ordination,” Eleganti agreed.

According to Müller, Pope Francis’ approach to the nature of the priesthood falls short, as he defines it through the exclusive power to say Mass as well as to administer the sacraments of penance and the anointing of the sick. “Bishops and priests represent Christ, in whom he has the total ministry of teaching, sanctifying and governing,” Müller clarified.
The German cardinal once again emphasized that ordaining married men, often referred to as viri probati, to the priesthood is not an option. Francis had not mentioned that issue at all in his apostolic exhortation.

“But a solution, which is praised all too pragmatically by many in the consecration of viri probati, would not be a relativization of celibacy in the Latin Church. For with it, the Church would, in the epochal challenge of postmodern secularism, dispense with the most effective remedy – namely that the servants of the kingdom of heaven symbolically renounce marriage for the sake of the kingdom of God,” said Müller.

Again, Bishop Eleganti seconded the thoughts of Cardinal Müller, saying that Pope Francis does not open the doors to married priests, but instead calls for priests to be sent to the Amazon region as missionaries.

Eleganti, a Benedictine abbot before he was ordained a bishop, was critical of Francis’ plan to extend the competence of the laity, something not mentioned by the German cardinal in his analysis.

In article 94, the Pope spoke of “lay leaders endowed with authority,” referring to a provision made by the Code of Canon Law (CIC). “If, because of a lack of priests, the diocesan bishop has decided that participation in the exercise of the pastoral care of a parish is to be entrusted to a deacon, to another person who is not a priest, or to a community of persons, he is to appoint some priest who, provided with the powers and faculties of a pastor, is to direct the pastoral care,” canon 517 of the CIC states.

“Francis does not seem to think about the conflicts between ordained and non-ordained ministers of the Church, which remain a great weakness of his proposal,” said Eleganti. “The German-speaking countries have enough experience and conflicts in this regard which to this day could not be solved and have their origin in the creation of full-time non-ordained community leaders authorized or empowered by the bishops,” the Swiss bishop argued.

In conclusion, Eleganti praised the portrayal of Our Lady by Pope Francis as she who overcomes “this pagan idea and worship” on display in connection with the Pachamama statues.

“I see here the decisive counterpoint to the previous debate about Pachamama, a kind of pagan-indigenous deification and personalization of the so-called Mother Earth and her cultic worship,” wrote Eleganti.

The overall positive attitude towards the post-synodal Apostolic Exhortation “Querida Amazonia” did not take into account points made by Cardinal Reinhard Marx, the president of the German bishops’ conference. According to his interpretation, Pope Francis referred the readers of his exhortation back to the final document of the Amazon Synod.

“By no means is it off the table with the publication of the exhortation,” Marx emphasized yesterday. Since the final document called for married priests and female deacons, those questions are still open to further discussion, Marx argued.

The president of the Central Committee of German Catholics, Thomas Sternberg, expressed his disappointment in the Apostolic Exhortation since it did not allow for married priests or an opening of the diaconate to women. Sternberg is confident that the document “reinforces the existing positions of the Roman Church, both in terms of access to the priesthood and the participation of women in the Church’s ministries and offices.”

However, Sternberg also echoed what Cardinal Marx had said. “We are convinced that the Eucharist, as source and summit, must remain possible locally, as Pope Francis again emphasizes in this letter. The question of the conditions for admission to the ordained ministry must take second place to this,” he explained.

Sternberg and Marx as the main protagonists and organizers of the Synodal Path in Germany are thus advancing an interpretation of “Querida Amazonia” that is quite contrary to what Müller and Eleganti take from the document.

Rumors that his decision not to stand for reelection as president of the German bishops’ conference was due to his disappointment in “Querida Amazonia” were denied by Marx at a meeting with members of the press. Marx also denied that he was about to leave for a position at the Roman Curia.

German-speaking Catholics disappointed pope’s Amazon Synod doc not liberal enough
While Cardinal Reinhard Marx insisted that married priests and female 'deacons' are still open to debate, others called 'Querida Amazonia' a disappointment for not pushing these issues.

https://www.lifesitenews.com/news/german-speaking-catholics-disappointed-popes-amazon-synod-doc-not-liberal-enough
Martin Bürger, February 13, 2020
Following the publication of the post-synodal apostolic exhortation Querida Amazonia, numerous German-speaking bishops, theologians, and Catholic organizations have weighed in on the document.
As LifeSiteNews reported yesterday, Cardinal Reinhard Marx, president of the German bishops’ conference, emphasized that the apostolic exhortation did not expel the final document of the Amazon Synod, which calls for married priests and new ministries for women.

“By no means is it off the table with the publication of the exhortation! Rather, Pope Francis speaks of his desire ‘to officially present the final document’ together with the apostolic letter, and invites us ‘to read it in full,’” Marx said.

The archbishop of Munich pointed out that in the final document of the synod, a majority of two thirds of the 280 participants who had come to Rome to talk about “New Paths for the Church and for an Integral Ecology” in the context of Amazonia, a vast region in South America, “spoke out in favor of exceptions to mandatory celibacy.”
The president of the Central Committee of German Catholics, Thomas Sternberg, accused Pope Francis of not finding “the courage to implement real reforms regarding the issues of the ordination of married men and the liturgical competences of women, which have been discussed for 50 years.”

Sternberg, who is one of the key organizers of the synodal path in Germany, drew also some encouragement from the apostolic exhortation.

“He expressly reaffirms again and again his conviction that the Church must become a synodal Church, in which the participation of the laity in the shaping of the Church and the proclamation of the Good News has a central role. With this message he encourages us, in our church in Germany, to consistently continue the Synodal Path, which we began very successfully in Frankfurt,” he said of Pope Francis.

According to Sternberg, the pope sees “the necessity to give our church a contemporary shape, oriented to the different cultural challenges, in order to be able to bring the Gospel of Jesus Christ to the people.”

Sternberg described Querida Amazonia as reinforcing “the existing positions of the Roman Church, both in terms of access to the priesthood and the participation of women in the services and ministries of the Church.”

“We are convinced that the Eucharist, as source and summit, must remain possible locally, as Pope Francis reiterates in this letter. The question of the conditions for admission to the ordained ministry must take second place to this,” he argued, echoing Cardinal Marx.

Bishop Franz-Joseph Overbeck of Essen, who is also the bishop responsible for Adveniat, a Catholic relief organization heavily involved in the Amazon synod, lamented that married priests were not allowed by Pope Francis.

“I would have wished to the parishes in Amazonia that Pope Francis had followed the decisions of the Amazon Synod and — as a regional solution — had given access to priestly ordination to proven married men (as so-called viri probati) from the Amazon region by way of a dispensation,” the bishop, who has previously shown his openness to female “priests,” said.

“Our relief organization for Latin America, Adveniat, has for decades been promoting the training of lay people and religious for pastoral tasks, including the leadership of congregations,” Overbeck emphasized.

According to Overbeck, Querida Amazonia allows for further discussion on the issues troubling the Amazon region. “And this discussion is necessary. However, it also shows that the Church is already taking big steps regarding her culture of debate. When I took up my ministry as bishop for Adveniat ten years ago, I could not have imagined such a lively and comprehensive debate covering all areas of the Church.”

In this context of discussion and debate, the bishop of Essen also mentioned the synodal path in Germany, which he considered to be an encouraging sign of the new culture of discussion and awakening.

Similarly, Bishop Gebhard Fürst of Rottenburg-Stuttgart pointed out that the papal document allows for new discussions, even if the ordination of married men to the priesthood had not been mentioned. “Bishop Fürst, however, continues to see the diaconate of women as a desirable possibility, for which he will continue to work in the future,” the diocesan press release stated.

“In the local church of Rottenburg-Stuttgart we strongly promote equal rights for men and women. We value the services of women very highly and want to further promote the filling of leadership positions also with lay people,” the bishop stressed.

Fürst also indicated that his diocese will join the pact of the catacombs. As LifeSiteNews reported during the Amazon Synod, “Cardinals and bishops and other participants in the Vatican’s Synod on the Amazon have re-enacted a ‘pact of the catacombs’ first undertaken by Liberation Theology promoters” at the Second Vatican Council.

“The group led by Pope Francis’ chosen head of the synod, Cardinal Claudio Hummes, released the language of the pact pledging to help the ‘native peoples’ preserve their ‘spiritualities,’” the report continued.
Vatican spokesman: Pope’s Amazon synod exhortation is ‘magisterium…final document is not’
Querida Amazonia’s stress on the final synod document, however, continues to raise concerns.

https://www.lifesitenews.com/news/vatican-spokesman-popes-amazon-synod-exhortation-is-magisterium...final-document-is-not 
Diane Montagna, Rome, February 13, 2020
Questions regarding the magisterial weight of the Amazon Synod’s final document, which called for married priests and “new” ministries for women in the region, took center stage at the February 12 Vatican press conference on Pope Francis’s summary document on the synod, Querida Amazonia [Beloved Amazon].
The synod’s final document, which received a two-thirds majority from bishops at the conclusion of the October 6-27 Vatican assembly, proposed ordaining married men to the priesthood in order to make the Eucharist more widely available to Catholics in the Amazon region (n. 111).

At the presser, a chorus of often discordant voices united in expressing their common confusion over Pope Francis’s introduction to Querida Amazonia, in which he states his intention to “officially present the [synod’s] final document,” encourage “everyone to read it,” and “strive to apply it” according to their vocation in the Church. 
Was the Pope officially approving the synod’s final document and its proposal for married priests, even though he was silent about celibacy and “viri probati” [i.e. men of proven virtue proposed for ordination] in his apostolic exhortation? And if so, was he giving bishops’ conferences — particular that in Germany — the go ahead to decide on married priests at the local level? 

In prepared remarks, panelist Cardinal Michael Czerny, who served as special secretary for the Amazon Synod, discussed the “status of the two documents” and where they “fit into the magisterium.” 

Regarding the final document, he said that “apart from formal magisterial authority,” the Pope’s “official presentation and encouragement” confer on it “a certain moral authority.” 

Top of Form

Bottom of Form

“To ignore [the final document] would be a lack of obedience to the Holy Father’s legitimate authority, while to find one or other point difficult could not be considered a lack of faith,” Czerny said.  

The Czechoslovakian-born Canadian Jesuit, whom Pope Francis made a cardinal in 2019, added that the final document, “consisting of proposals made and voted by the Synod Fathers, has the weight of a synodal final document.” Querida Amazonia, “reflecting on the whole process and its final document, has the authority of ordinary magisterium of the Successor of Peter.”

The cardinal’s comments left members of the Vatican press corps perplexed.  

Veteran Italian journalist Sandro Magister summed up the problem, saying: “In the exhortation there’s not a word regarding the priestly ordination of married men. But in the synod’s final document there is […] Does this mean a bishops’ conference can take the final document as a springboard to decide on matters concerning the priestly ordination of married men?”

Cardinal Czerny said he didn’t recall saying the final document is included in the papal magisterium but that the various and particular proposals “remain on the table” and that the Pope “encourages the Church in the Amazon and the Church everywhere” to “apply [them] in proportion to the reality in which they find themselves.”

Seeking to clear up the confusion, Vatican spokesman Matteo Bruni said: “The apostolic exhortation [Querida Amazonia] is magisterium. The final document is not magisterium.” 

Bruni said the Amazon synod’s treatment of celibacy and the permanent diaconate “was meant to respond to the pastoral need: evangelization” and that “the Pope’s position on celibacy” has been reported in the media. 

Still not satisfied, another journalist asked how one is to understand the final document in light of Pope Francis’s 2018 apostolic constitution Episcopalis Communio, n. 18, which states: “If it is expressly approved by the Roman Pontiff, the final document participates in the ordinary Magisterium of the Successor of Peter.”

Cardinal Lorenzo Baldisseri, Secretary General of the Synod of Bishops, clarified that Querida Amazonia “does not talk about approval of the final document” but about “presentation” and is therefore “not magisterial.” 

New York Times reporter Jason Horowitz pressed further, asking if the “issue of married priests” can be implemented by bishops’ conferences “without the Pope’s approval.” Bishops conferences “can’t just decide to do that,” he said, suggesting that Querida Amazonia therefore seems like a “rejection” of married priests. 

Matteo Bruni reiterated that “the synod was on evangelization” and that, while “proposals were made, not all of them were picked up in the apostolic exhortation.” 

The final document is “precious” and derives its authority “from the synod of bishops,” he said, but it “does not become magisterium” through the Pope’s presentation of it in Querida Amazonia.  

The Vatican spokesman insisted that “anything in the final document should be read through the lens of the apostolic exhortation.”

“Even the application or implementation should be done in light of the exhortation itself … Is it clear?” he asked.

Apparently not to all, as NBC then pressed Cardinals Baldisseri and Czerny for “a little clarity.” 

“Does this mean that the Pope has closed the door on the issue of married priests and women deacons?” NBC’s correspondent asked. 

Cardinal Czerny implied that clarity was not the object of the exercise, explaining:

I think the best way to understand this is as part of a process and part of a journey. That’s why it’s called the synod. We are at a very important point of the synodal process, and there are long roads ahead as well as roads already travelled. And so, the questions you are returning to are questions on the road, and the Holy Father has not resolved them in any way beyond what he has said in the exhortation. So, if there are questions you feel are open, or that the Church feels are open, thanks to the exhortation, they will continue to be debated, discussed, discerned, prayed over and when mature, presented to the appropriate authority for decision. There are decisions that can be made in a diocese, in a [bishops’] conference. And there are decisions that are made here [in Rome]. So, I think if you’re looking for a kind of closure so that you can end your article with a punch, I’m afraid there isn’t that kind of closure. 

After the press conference, LifeSite spoke with Sr. Bernadette Riess, English coordinator for Vatican News, about the magisterial weight of the synod’s final document. 

“The final document does not have ordinary magisterial authority unless it is ratified and promulgated by Pope Francis and that’s a direct quote from number 18 of Episcopalis Communio. This particular final document did not receive such ratification and promulgation. We need to be very clear about that,” she said. 

Sr. Bernadette continued: “What we also have to remember is that all synod’s have a final document. In this case, the synod’s final document was published and in this particular apostolic exhortation the Holy Father is presenting it and wants it to be read, but he also wants people to strive to implement it.” 
Pressed on what she meant by implementing the final document, Sr. Bernadette mentioned a number of non-controversial measures proposed in the document and observed that not all of them were directly referenced in the Pope’s apostolic exhortation, suggesting that Pope Francis “wants this document to remain alive.” 

When it was suggested to Sr. Bernadette that there is a significant difference between the creation of a university or a communication network and the ordination of sexually active married men, she conceded that such a decision would have to be approved by the Pope. 

“I think Pope Francis has been very clear, even in this document, that in his mind more ordained ministries are not what the Church needs. He’s made that very clear and he’s consistent in saying that, because he sees that one element that needs to be corrected first is the link between authority and priesthood (while maintaining a hierarchical Church). He comes out directly saying that,” she said.  

While stressing Pope Francis’ observation that women represent the Marian aspect of the Church, and that the fixation on female ordination may express clericalist presuppositions, Sr. Bernadette was unwilling to concede that a woman is simply not the proper matter for the Sacrament of orders (just as orange juice cannot be used for baptism). She was of the view that the issue of women being ordained to the diaconate was still up for discussion. 

Pope Francis has decided not to make a universal law allowing for the priestly ordination of married men in Querida Amazonia, but given his emphasis on the synod’s final document, will he allow local synods to decide in the future? The “journey” continues.
Is Pope Francis’s Amazon Synod exhortation a relief or the tip of the iceberg?
The one large caveat in all this, which is presented in a way clearly intended to avoid adding fuel to already raging fires, is the ambiguity.

https://www.lifesitenews.com/opinion/is-pope-franciss-amazon-synod-exhortation-a-relief-or-the-tip-of-the-iceberg 
Robert Royal, Rome, February 13, 2020
Querida Amazonia, Pope Francis’ Post-Synodal Apostolic Exhortation (released yesterday), is, at a first reading, a mostly pleasant surprise. It shows little of the freewheeling radicalism that bulked large — in the synod hall and Vatican gardens, and even on the streets, during the Synod last October. He quotes copiously from his own texts, to be sure, but also from St. John Paul II and Pope Benedict XVI. So much so that Cardinal Gerhard Mueller, a powerful voice in current Church debates, has called the Exhortation an effort at reconciliation.
That may — or may not — be so.

There’s no mention of married viri probati as a remedy for the Amazonian priest shortage — but nothing about priestly celibacy either. Instead, for now, the pope wants bishops in the region to emphasize priestly vocations and the responsibility of priests from the region to stay there instead of heading to North America and Europe. And he invites priests inclined to missionary work to go to Amazonia.

The question of deaconesses is actually turned in the opposite direction to where it seemed headed, again for now. Francis says that innovations along that line would be a “clericalization” — a strongly negative term for him — of the true contributions women have made and continue to make in accord with their true nature, which is noteworthy for “tender strength.”

There are hints here and there of liturgical adaptations, but not the full-blown “Amazonian Rite” much debated during the synod (a seeming impossibility given the hundreds of different tribes and language groups in Amazonia that would have to be accommodated).

And there’s a bit of what might be called temporary syncretism — a patient toleration of the blending of native and Catholic practices preliminary to a purification of indigenous ways, the kind of thing missionaries sometimes allow and not necessarily a problem, if you’re confident about the ultimate goal. And why it’s being done. And by whom.

The one large caveat in all this, which is presented in a way clearly intended to avoid adding fuel to already raging fires, is the ambiguity — a Bergoglian trademark — in how this relates to the Final Report of the Amazonia Synod, which was far more radical and controversial on these very points. The pope says at the outset that he won’t quote from the Report because he wants us to read the whole thing. And beyond reading: “May the pastors, consecrated men and women and lay faithful of the Amazon region strive to apply it, and may it inspire in some way every person of good will.”

So there’s an olive branch being offered, at least on the surface. Or maybe there’s been fear in Rome that pressing further at this moment might take the Church to the breaking point. One of the pope’s guiding principles is: “It is more important to start processes than to dominate spaces,” as he put it in Amoris Laetitia (§261). What is really happening here will only become clearer as the process of striving “to apply” the Report — not the Exhortation — takes shape. The bulk of this conceptual iceberg may lie below the waterline.

The Report spoke almost compulsively of the need to “listen” to indigenous peoples, so much so that you wondered why they needed missionaries or other outsiders at all. The Exhortation wants “listening” as well, but adds:
If we devote our lives to their service, to working for the justice and dignity that they deserve, we cannot conceal the fact that we do so because we see Christ in them and because we acknowledge the immense dignity that they have received from God, the Father who loves them with boundless love. They have a right to hear the Gospel. ... Without that impassioned proclamation, every ecclesial structure would become just another NGO and we would not follow the command given us by Christ: “Go into all the world and preach the Gospel to the whole creation.”

The bulk of the Exhortation, however, is devoted to various social justice themes. Of its four chapters, only the last touches directly on central Church matters. Each chapter is animated by a “dream,” sometimes illustrated with passages from major Latin American poets like the Chilean Pablo Neruda and the Brazilian Vinicius de Moraes:

I dream of an Amazon region that fights for the rights of the poor, the original peoples and the least of our brothers and sisters, where their voices can be heard and their dignity advanced.
I dream of an Amazon region that can preserve its distinctive cultural riches, where the beauty of our humanity shines forth in so many varied ways.
I dream of an Amazon region that can jealously preserve its overwhelming natural beauty and the superabundant life teeming in its rivers and forests.
I dream of Christian communities capable of generous commitment, incarnate in the Amazon region, and giving the Church new faces with Amazonian features.
As with the pope’s encyclical on the environment, Laudato Si, these somewhat Romantic notions rightly remind the developed world that other kinds of lives have value. And that we need to recover a sense of the world as Creation, not merely matter and energy, to be manipulated for any end, irrespective of God’s order. The “transgender” movement is the final station stop for that train, wherein people may claim to be something, at mere will, that their bodies down to the molecular level deny.

We can all learn from each other, to be sure, but the primitivist model of community, harmony with nature, and buen vivir (“good living”) that Rome has latched on to has a long literary history, but only very general lessons for a world of 7 billion people. It would have been better to acknowledge that somewhere.

And it would be better if Rome made clear that the Amazon’s priest shortage also has limited lessons for a global Church. The processes now in motion need to be guided by something steady and different from we’ve seen so far. With the new Exhortation, we still can’t say whether that’s emerged or not. But doubtless we’ll soon see.

Published with permission from The Catholic Thing.
In Brazil, ‘Querida Amazonia’ elicits range of reactions among religious
https://www.americamagazine.org/faith/2020/02/13/brazil-querida-amazonia-elicits-range-reactions-among-religious
Lise Alves, Sao Paolo, February 13, 2020
Pope Francis' apostolic exhortation on the pan-Amazonian synod surprised many church workers who live in the region and elicited a range of reactions.
Although no one interviewed by Catholic News Service overtly criticized the pope, religious in the Amazon said they were surprised and called Pope Francis' decision not to authorize the ordination of married men "excessively prudent." Several agreed, however, that Pope Francis has advanced discussion on the matter.

"Querida Amazonia" (Beloved Amazonia) "fell short of our expectations. We expected the pope to take it a step further, and he didn't," Bishop Erwin Kräutler, retired head of the Xingu prelature in Brazil's Amazon region, told Catholic News Service.

The bishop, who participated in the October Synod of Bishops for the Amazon, told CNS he would not go so far as saying he was disappointed, but he was surprised by the avoidance of a clear decision on the matter of ordaining married permanent deacons.

"I would say we were surprised by document, since more than two-thirds of the bishops at the synod voted in favor of the ordination of married men," said Bishop Kräutler. "There are dozens of communities here that have the Eucharist two or three times a year. Some of these people feel they are excluded from the church."

"We cannot deprive these people in remote places of the center of our faith, which is the Eucharist," he added.

Others, however, looked at the decision in a more positive manner.

"The exhortation does not close the door; it motivates us to continue to walk toward a solution" said Archbishop Roque Paloschi of Porto Velho.
He said there is no "magic solution"; processes such as these, he said, take time to be implemented.

"The pope is not creating the wheel, he is simply helping the wheel turn, giving us courage to take steps forward," he said.

Bishop Kräutler agreed that Pope Francis "made it clear that this was not the final decision on the issue."

"We expect that the issue be revisited in the near future. I believe Pope Francis thought the idea was not yet mature to put into practice," said Bishop Kräutler.

Sister Rose Bertoldo, a member of the Congregation of the Immaculate Heart of Mary who attended the synod, told CNS the document "left much to be desired in terms of the ordination of married men to (serve in) remote places."
"It (exhortation) definitely put a damper on peoples' expectations," said Father Edilberto Sena, 77, of Santarem. Pope Francis "was excessively prudent in his decision."

"His solution for ordaining more priests or bringing priests from the South here are not viable at this moment in time. This is not a solution," said Father Sena, director of a network of radio stations throughout the Amazon region.

"Here in the region of Santarem, we have 800 communities and only 44 priests. It is the layperson who is supporting the faith of the Christian people here," he said.

Sister Bertoldo noted that Pope Francis urged people to read the final synod document. She said it is only from the base, from Catholic communities, that small but significant changes can be made.

"We need to study the post-synod document and now this exhortation and combine these two. The communities need to pressure the bishops to make these changes," she said.

Father Sena said he believed Pope Francis had taken one step back so that, later, the church could take two steps forward. "Pope Francis is a Jesuit; he has gained a lot of knowledge along his life," he said.

Bishop Kräutler emphasized Pope Francis' affection for the Amazon region.

"The title of the document, 'Beloved Amazonia,' shows deep caring for the region. It does not say esteemed or valued, it says beloved," he said.
Pope Francis shares with U.S. bishops his frustration with reaction to ‘Querida Amazonia’
https://www.americamagazine.org/politics-society/2020/02/13/pope-francis-shares-us-bishops-his-frustration-reaction-querida
Vatican City, February 13, 2020
Pope Francis told a group of U.S. bishops that, like them, he is accused of not being courageous or not listening to the Holy Spirit when he says or does something someone disagrees with -- like not mentioning married priests in his document on the Amazon.
"You could see his consternation when he said that for some people it was all about celibacy and not about the Amazon," said Bishop William A. Wack of Pensacola-Tallahassee.

"He said some people say he is not courageous because he didn't listen to the Spirit," the bishop told Catholic News Service Feb. 13. "He said, 'So they're not mad at the Spirit. They're mad at me down here,'" as if they assume the Holy Spirit agreed with them.

Bishop Wack was one of 15 bishops from Florida, Georgia, North Carolina and South Carolina who spent close to three hours with Pope Francis Feb. 13 as part of their "ad limina" visits to the Vatican. They were joined by two from Arizona -- Bishop Edward J. Weisenburger of Tucson and Auxiliary Bishop Eduardo A. Nevares of Phoenix -- who had been unable to meet the pope with their group Feb. 10.

During the meeting, one bishop asked Pope Francis for three or four points he would like them to share with their people from the document "Querida Amazonia" (Beloved Amazonia), which was released the day before and offered the pope's reflections on the Synod of Bishops for the Amazon.

Auxiliary Bishop Joel M. Konzen of Atlanta told CNS that the pope said the most important message in the document for U.S. Catholics is to care for the planet, "that this is a grave matter."

Then, he said, the pope told the bishops that months or even years go into producing documents and what gets reported by the media "is one line" or that "the pope didn't have the courage to change the rules of the church."

Bishop Wack said the pope told them the synod met "'to talk about the issues of the church in the Amazon. Other people wanted me to talk about celibacy. They made that the issue. But that wasn't the issue of this synod.'"

Pope Francis told the bishops that they and their priests must teach and preach about care for the environment, Bishop Wack said. "He said even if people don't want to hear it. How can we deny that things are changing? How can we deny that we're hurting our future? And he said, if we don't talk about these things, well, shame on us. We have to preach the Gospel, and this is part of the Gospel."

Archbishop Thomas G. Wenski of Miami said Pope Francis also talked about what he means by "synodality" and members of the church listening to each other, praying about issues and trying to discern a way forward together. The synod, he said, is not "a parliament in which people take majority votes on a whole bunch of issues."

Among the reactions concerning the exhortation that caught Pope Francis' eye, he said, was a commentary that said "the pope lacked courage" on the issue of ordaining married men.

"But the synod is not about the courage of the pope or the lack of the courage of the pope," Archbishop Wenski paraphrased the pope as telling them. "The synod is about the action of the Holy Spirit and discernment of the Holy Spirit. And if there is no Holy Spirit, there is no discernment."
If discernment and the action of the Holy Spirit are missing, then it is just "a meeting and it's people sharing opinions and maybe research, but it's not necessarily a synod unless it's in some way governed by the Holy Spirit," Bishop Konzen said.

Bishop Wack said Pope Francis also explained that synodality and discernment are processes that continue even after a synod has met and a document has been published.
"He said, 'You can't just meet once and then say, "Oh, we have all the answers," but the conversation continues,'" the bishop said. "And so, he said, 'What we did is we raised these issues, and now we have to deal with them,'" continuing to invoke the Holy Spirit and discern the path for the future.

As with the 13 groups of U.S. bishops that preceded them, the bishops also spoke with the pope about the clerical sexual abuse crisis, immigration, youth and young adult ministry and what it means to be a bishop.

Bishop Wack said he asked for advice about finding balance as a bishop since "we are supposed to be shepherds, we're supposed to be priests for the people, other Christs. And yet, just like with our pastors, like so many people working in the church, as well as parents and people working in world, we are so busy with so many other things."

Pope Francis spoke at length about being a bishop, he said. "He said if we're too busy doing other things, we put those aside; we pray, and we preach, and we serve our people."

Archbishop Wenski told CNS that in covering the church or Pope Francis' teachings, the press often uses "categories from the world, and they don't fully appreciate that we're dealing with a different way of being, a different way of thinking."

The bishops' meeting with the pope, he added, was a moment to "be with the pope, see the pope and to hear the pope" in a relaxed atmosphere and discuss issues "that concern us bishops throughout the world."

"That was a great opportunity because often times, as bishops, we experience the pope through the filter of the news media. And it's good to experience him without that filter; (to) experience him face to face," he said.

'Querida Amazonia' provides reflection on ecological sin
https://www.ncronline.org/news/earthbeat/querida-amazonia-provides-reflection-ecological-sin
Meghan Clark, February 14, 2020
From its opening salutation, Querida Amazonia seeks to invite the world into Pope Francis' own spiritual vision. Unlike his previous post-synodal exhortations, this one is addressed "to the people of God and to all persons of good will," a simple ecclesial framing that indicates Francis' own preference for synodality and inclusivity rooted in Lumen Gentium. This exhortation is an invitation to the people of God to prayerfully seek justice and solidarity with all the Amazonian peoples. He dreams of a world in which integral ecology is incarnate in and from the Amazon.

Querida Amazonia is not a final statement but an "a brief framework for reflection" placing the Amazonian synod within the larger concerns of this papacy (2). As such, while he "officially presents" the synod's final document, he does not cite or use it as his focus because he urges "everyone to read it in full" (3). To understand Querida Amazonia, one must begin with the synod document and in particular, I believe the section on ecological sin is crucial to interpreting the new exhortation.
Provocative and poignant, the synod final document proposed a definition of ecological sin "as an action or omission against God, against one's neighbour, the community and the environment. It is sin against future generations, and it is committed in acts and habits of pollution and destruction of the harmony of the environment. These are transgressions against the principles of interdependence, and they destroy networks of solidarity among creatures and violate the virtue of justice" (82). Last month, the pope indicated he would like the Catechism of the Catholic Church revised to include a definition of ecological sin. After decades of seemingly intransigent stalemate between papal social teaching and liberation theology on social sin, Pope Francis opened new space for Catholic social teaching through his attention to social structures related to the one global economic and ecological crisis examined in both Evangelii Gaudium and Laudato Si'.

Ecological sin, then, is the backdrop for denouncing injustice, crime and the continued colonization of the Amazon. In Querida Amazonia, by naming "the colonizing interests that have continued to expand – legally and illegally – the timber and mining industries," Francis is calling to account larger economic systems destroying people and planet (9). It is noteworthy that Francis is calling out unjust laws and the failure of legal systems to protect the rights of indigenous peoples and the Amazon itself. Additionally, the people of God, not just corporations and governments, are called "to feel outrage and to beg forgiveness." Linking historical colonization to current exploitative relationships is necessary as is the pope's recognition that the Catholic Church "did not always take the side of the oppressed" in the Amazon (19). Furthermore, he notes that members of the church continue to be "part of networks of corruption" through silence bought through financial donations.
Despite these painful realities, Francis exudes a hope rooted in the spirit of the Amazonian peoples, in the church, and in Christ. A deep turn to the incarnation in social teaching permeates this papacy. For Francis, "Christ redeemed the whole person, and he wishes to restore in each of us the capacity to enter into relationship with others," pushing us towards justice and encounter. Moreover, the wisdom of indigenous peoples "encourages us to deepen this desire" (22).

Placing Christ at the center, Francis invokes both the Gospels and the legacy of the Latin American bishops. He explains, "an authentic option for the poor and the abandoned, while motivating us to liberate them from material poverty and to defend their rights, also involves inviting them to a friendship with the Lord that can elevate and dignify them." Arguing for the kerygma as a gift to all peoples, Francis envisions inculturation and missionary activity as living, ongoing processes.

In a powerful section, the pope envisions this as the natural byproduct of a life animated by Christ at its center. "If we devote our lives," he explains, "to working for the justice and dignity they deserve, we cannot conceal the fact that we do so because we see Christ in them and because we acknowledge the immense dignity that they have received from God" (63). This dynamic – Jesus as model for action and the image of Christ in the excluded – is the heart of the incarnational solidarity taught by this papacy.
It is this deep centering of Christ in his magisterial teachings on justice and solidarity that make the statements on women towards the end of the document so jarring. More than his predecessors, Francis has shown consistent light on the pervasive evil of violence against women and acknowledged the need for greater inclusion of women within the institutional church. Yet, like his immediate predecessors, Francis continues to rely on essentialized and romanticized visions of women and femininity. While intended as support for the real work being done, instruction to "keep encouraging those simple and straightforward gifts that enabled women" is patronizing rather than empowering. A truly incarnational solidarity calls for us to reflect more deeply on how women image Christ and how all persons, including priests, have the "face of a creature, a woman, Mary" (101).

In the end, Querida Amazonia invites us into the complex context of the Amazon, asks us to prayerfully listen and be challenged by the cries of the poor and of the earth, and ultimately, challenges us to more faithfully live as one church in the midst of a broken world. It does not answer questions or settle disputes, but is an invitation to join the pope and the Amazonian synod in prayer and action.
Beloved Amazonia: a love letter for the conversion of hearts
https://www.ncronline.org/news/earthbeat/beloved-amazonia-love-letter-conversion-hearts
Mauricio Lopez Oropeza, February 14, 2020
Editor's note: Mauricio López Oropeza is executive secretary of the Pan-Amazon Church Network (REPAM), which connects the bishops' conferences and church communities across the nine-nation Amazon region and was the primary organizer for the hundreds of on-the-ground consultative meetings leading up to the 2019 Synod of Bishops for the Amazon. López was named by Pope Francis in March 2018 as the only layperson among the 18 members of the pre-synodal council that helped draft the gathering's eventual working document, and was later a participant at the synod. Originally from Mexico, he now lives in Ecuador.
It's Wednesday, Feb. 12, and I'm on the road into the Amazon region in Ecuador. We had to leave very early in the morning to make it on time for the diocesan vicariates' assembly after a four-hour drive into the town of Puyo. It's not just another day for us. This is the day we had been waiting for in which Pope Francis was to present his post-synod apostolic exhortation: Querida Amazonia.

As we are on the road, I start reading a good number of articles, previews and reflections about this, and most of them come from elsewhere, from all around the world. This is good in a way, but then I start sensing again and again the lack of understanding in commentaries that are not truly concerned with the Amazon and its peoples. The reflections are mostly focused on an obsessive concern with the implications of this exhortation for the universal church, rather than its true impact in the lives of those communities here in the Amazon, suffering and wishing to deepen their faith life in a more connected way with their cultural and ancestral identities.
This was to be expected of course, but this ghost, and this feeling we experienced during the assembly in October, comes back again. The words that come to mind as I read most of those pieces are the same words that came to mind during our stay in Rome: disconnection, self-affirmation, Eurocentrism, incomprehension, incompatibility.

Moreover, the pieces demonstrate a disrespect for the central focus of this synod — the lives and the future of the peoples in the Amazon.

The commentaries often ignore the indigenous peoples who represent other different possibilities for responding to this massive climate crisis, on their attitude of caring for creation that we need so much to be incorporated into the Catholic Church, on their deep desire and right to live their faith in a more connected and respectful way towards their cultural identity and spirituality.

Of special concern is the suffering they face from the threat of extractive interests allied with their local and national governments, which fail to respect their rights, putting their lives and futures at risk.

Throughout this four-hour drive, I start to feel anxious. When the press conference about the document begins in Rome, my internet connection is so poor that I can't follow it live, but as it goes on, I continue to feel as if the whole synodal process had been held hostage by some portions of the media (and the interests behind them), focusing on one thing only: the approval or not of married priests.
So, I think to myself, how can this be when this is only one proposal out of 200 possibilities presented in the final document? This is one issue, important certainly, but in no way the most important one for the peoples in the Amazon.

I can't help but recall the polarization of very small fractions of the synod's assembly, two extremes lacking a true capacity for listening as the pope did — and as he asked for — as a requirement for communal discernment.

On one extreme, the conservatives accepting no change at all and placing themselves as the protectors of the so-called orthodoxy of the church, when in fact it seems to be their intent to protect the status quo approach to how the church is to be governed. It is a Western, Eurocentric view that by no means represents the whole of the beautiful diversity of our church. We need to know that this diversity is part of our own history and identity, meant to express the true catholicity of our church.
And on the other side, I see some people defending a position that is more ideological than pastoral, arguing that the changes need to happen in a time frame of their choosing and with the features they consider essential. Any outcome not in line with their wishes is considered soft or lacking courage.

Both small sides seem to be uncomfortable with the final resolutions of the assembly, and I can't but realize that in both cases many of those persons do not actually live in the Amazon region, and do not directly work on a daily basis connected with this territory and its people. It seems as if both sides were using the Amazon as a means to advance their particular intentions, regardless of the actual cries and hopes of this territory and its peoples.

At this moment, I notice that we have left the Andes region of Ecuador, we've left behind the mountains with permanent snow, and we are actually entering the beautiful natural gate into the Amazon region. She, the Amazon region, explodes in front of my eyes. Beautiful, untamable, diverse, full of contrasts, and vibrating in life.

This is when it comes to mind what's been the center of our REPAM approach in this whole process: It's the lives of the peoples and the promise to respect and honor their voices that have brought us here. It is our commitment to come back here and to be able look them in their eyes to tell them we've fulfilled our promise to bring their voices to the pope so they would be heard, and to make sure their most urgent cries and hopes would be respected and acknowledged.
As I see the enormous diversity of the flora out there, I also think about the 200 and more proposals in the final document representing the people's expectations, and I feel confirmed that we cannot allow the fear of those who are not here, nor work with these peoples, to be what leads the discussions.

How can some dare say this was an intention to destroy the core values of the church?

This does not match what I hear from Catholic sisters and brothers living in this territory, expressing that for the first time they feel acknowledged, along with the richness of their identity and traditional spirituality. They know that for the first time their church will embrace their wisdom in protecting our common home, our mother Earth, instead of rejecting their identity as Catholic sons and daughters of this land.

On the other hand, how dare some so-called progressive representatives of the church say this was a failure, and even suggest the pope surrendered to outside pressures?

The only thing the pope is surrendering to is the discernment of the voice the Holy Spirit. This exhortation is an absolutely beautiful love song and a love letter for the people in the Amazon, and a wake-up call for the church as a whole.
As we've been saying over and over again, nothing will ever be the same after this synod. Only those who love the church, trust the Spirit, and surrender themselves into a wider presence of God — beyond their own conservativism or ideological self-referring view — will understand this true kairos moment and will act and trust accordingly. For we know these are seeds planted that will continue to grow and blossom over the years and generations to come, to bring about the integral conversion and the four conversions (pastoral, cultural, ecological and synodal) resulting from this discernment and expressed in the synod's final document.

Today, I had the chance to share with the Amazonian church of Puyo the pope's four dreams in his exhortation. I asked them what are their dreams for their present and future mission in this portion of the Amazon. I saw hopeful eyes, vibrant commitments, and concrete decisions to go forward in communion with what the pope has offered as a love letter sent to them directly.

So, I think to myself, "This is it." Anyone who writes and reflects on this exhortation should come here if they can, and listen to what's in the heart of these people before taking a position on this matter.

While it's obvious most wouldn't be able to come, I wish they could read with an open heart the preparatory document and the final document, so they could recognize the voices from the territory and therefore, maybe, they would change their perspective. This is the periphery breaking into the center, helping it to change, as the pope had wished for in this synod.

Before I go back to Quito where I live, I have the privilege to visit an admired friend, Patricia Gualinga, who is one of the strongest indigenous leaders I've ever met. She is a well-respected promoter of indigenous rights internationally, and also a devoted Catholic who was part of the whole synodal process, including the assembly, and who will be part of the post-synod commission appointed by the pope.
The conversation is, as usual, profound and full of hope, but she also wonders why most of the discussions around the synod have ignored the issues most important to the people of the Amazon.

We know there is a decision from some media representatives to divert the attention from the truly crucial issues of integral ecology, intercultural expression in the church, and the broader view of promotion of ministries according to the reality of the Amazon. These issues come from the heart of people, and we know there is no chance they will be stopped from being developed and deepened.

We will continue to put our lives in service to this, and as it is in the Amazon rhythm, the storm will pass as it always does, sun will shine again as it always does, and the last word will be a hopeful word.

God continues to be manifest in the midst of the mystery of this territory and its peoples, regardless of the fear of changing this might produce in some, or the desire of others of controlling this and making it ideological.

Christ continues to incarnate himself in every culture and the seeds he has planted are there, all over the place, so he will continue to prevail, to enlighten our journey and our structures, making everything new over and over again. Thank you, Querida Amazonia.  
Pope Francis ‘Would Be Disappointed’ by Focus on Priestly Ordination of Married Men
While Pope Francis was expected to focus in Querida Amazonia on a proposal to ordain married priests in the Amazon region, the pope instead emphasized the importance of collaboration in apostolic ministry by Catholics in various states of life.

https://www.ncregister.com/daily-news/pope-francis-would-be-disappointed-by-focus-on-priestly-ordination-of-marri 

Armagh, Northern Ireland, February 14, 2020

The Archbishop of Armagh said Thursday that the pope's apostolic exhortation on the Amazon was foremost a call to preserve the region, and that a focus on its failure to address the priestly ordination of married men is undue.

“I understand there has been disappointment over the airwaves yesterday, and a lot of people feeling that perhaps this was a moment at which Pope Francis was going to express his views on the ordination of married men as priests,” Archbishop Eamon Martin said Feb. 13 to the Irish public broadcaster RTE.

“But I think Pope Francis would be disappointed if this is the issue that we're all talking about today, because his exhortation is a huge cry from the Amazon and a cry from the heart to protect that region that is being cruelly destroyed by, I suppose, the exploitation of its resources, the destruction of its natural beauty and its life.”

“He says, 'listen, the whole world has a responsibility to try and preserve the equilibrium of the planet, which so much depends on the health of the Amazon and the ecosystems there'; so his whole exhortation is really in line with his thinking from a few years ago, in his famous encyclical Laudato si'; it's really a call for the protection of the earth.”

While Pope Francis was expected to focus in Querida Amazonia on a proposal to ordain married priests in the Amazon region, the pope instead emphasized the importance of collaboration in apostolic ministry by Catholics in various states of life.

Archbishop Martin noted that the Pope “chose not to mention” the priestly ordination of married men.

“It's been said he refused this or refused that; he's actually left the question. I think that he's done so in order to encourage all of us to focus on much bigger questions about Church ministry, organization, the involvement of lay people in the Church, the involvement of women in the Church, and he calls on the local Church there to actually officially recognize these roles in a way which it hasn't done until now,” the archbishop commented.

Pressed on the topic, Archbishop Martin said that a call to consider the priestly ordination of married men was made in one of the 120 paragraphs of the Amazon synod's final document, “so it wasn't even at the Amazon synod the main theme of the synod, it was on this other issue I've been speaking to you about, the corruption, exploitation of the Amazon, the destruction of the indigenous peoples there, their displacement, oppression. These are the issues that he bishops at the Amazonian synod in October were most passionate about.”

He emphasized that Francis is urging the Church “to step back and look at the bigger issues for mission. One of his key themes since he began his pontificate is that the Church needs to go out, and therefore he's calling on all of us throughout the world to respond to this crisis for priests  in the Amazon.”

“I know we think we're very short on priests, but a Church which loses its missionary spurt and its missionary zeal is a Church which is dying, and I think that's what Pope Francis is saying to us: stay missionary, get out there, go out and help these people.”

Archbishop Martin said that “if we're to respond to Pope Francis' call here in Ireland then we too need to be looking at how are we recognizing the role of our lay faithful, how are we recognizing officially and presenting in our Church the role of women; and these aren't simply about ordination to the priesthood, but a recognition of the richness and the charisms … that lay people, lay women and men, can bring to our Church in terms of organization, proclaiming the Word, leading prayer, administering parishes, making decisions at a local and diocesan level, even exercising the pastoral care which in the past priests would have done.”

“It's when we have this worshipping, vibrant, and living Christian community, it's then that we have new vocations,” he stated.

In a Feb. 12 statement on Querida Amazonia, Archbishop Martin said it “highlights the problems of poverty, economic and social injustice and the violation of human rights which are intertwined in the vicious cycle of ecological and human degradation.”

He added that “Despite the challenges we have here in Ireland with finding enough priests and religious to serve our parishes, we should not forget that Ireland has always been a country which has responded to the Church’s call to mission … It would be wonderful if some Irish priests, religious and lay missionaries today were to consider offering even a five year period of ministry to the Amazon.”

Pressed nevertheless on the topic of priestly ordination of married men by RTE, the archbishop said that “this question is still open, I'm open to this question, I'm open to this question in the universal Church. I think Pope Francis recognizes it's a question where there's a lot of divided thinking, and I think that we can recognize the joy and beauty of the gift of the priesthood where a man gives his life wholly and entirely dedicated to God, set apart for the service of Christ and his Church, a real gift to the Church. At the same time, we have to look at other roles, other ministries within the Church.”

He said that “I'm very much open to the idea” of the priestly ordination of married men, “and I think Pope Francis is too. He doesn't shut the idea down, he leaves it open for further discussion within the Church.”
The final document of the synod had proposed “that criteria and dispositions be established by the competent authority, within the framework of Lumen Gentium 26, to ordain as priests suitable and respected men of the community … who have had a fruitful permanent diaconate and receive an adequate formation for the priesthood, in order to sustain the life of the Christian community through the preaching of the Word and the celebration of the Sacraments in the most remote areas of the Amazon region.”

Andrea Tornielli, the Vatican's editorial director, wrote Feb. 12 that “after praying and reflecting,” Pope Francis “has decided to respond not by foreseeing changes or further possibilities of exceptions from those already provided for by current ecclesiastical discipline, but by asking that the essentials be the starting point,” for discussions regarding priestly ministry in the Amazon.

The pope's failure explicitly to permit the priestly ordination of married men in the Amazon has not deterred some of those who are calling for the practice.

Bishop Augusto Martin Quijano Rodriguez, Vicar Apostolic of Pucallpa, told Reuters that “the door is still open,” and that “the pope is asking for reflection. This proposal is still ongoing.”

The Central Committee of German Catholics, an influential lay group which is jointly managing the so-called synodal process with the German bishops’ conference, accused Pope Francis of a “lack of courage for real reforms” in his Amazonian exhortation.

ZdK wrote that the pope “does not find the courage to implement real reforms on the issues of consecration of married men and the liturgical skills of women that have been discussed for 50 years.”
With ‘Querida Amazonia,’ It’s ‘Deja Amoris’ All Over Again
Progressives the world over were bitterly disappointed by the seeming sense of betrayal by Pope Francis. At the same time, though, the Holy Father did not reject the proposal.

Father Raymond J. de Souza, February 14, 2020
It’s déjà Amoris all over again.

After a confusing day at the Vatican and in the Catholic media, it is becoming clear how the question of priestly ordination for married deacons will be resolved. That might be the only thing that was clear yesterday.

Querida Amazonia will follow the Amoris Laetitia model, to be resolved by unexpected maneuvers in local Churches, with Rome smiling upon them from a distance.

Edward Pentin’s report gives the details of the uncertainty and contradictions offered at the Vatican news conference to present Querida Amazonia, the apostolic exhortation of Pope Francis after the 2019 Amazon synod.

One thing — lamented by the secular press the world over — is abundantly clear: The Holy Father did not approve the synod’s recommendation that priestly ordination be conferred upon married deacons of “proven” maturity and ministry. That was widely expected but did not happen. From CNN to the German ecclesial bureaucracy, the disappointment was accompanied by a sense of betrayal. The progressive pope of their imaginings did not deliver. It is a bitter moment.

At the same time, though, the Holy Father did not reject the proposal. Amazingly enough, he did not address it. Querida Amazonia does not speak about priestly celibacy, or married priests, or women deacons, or any of it. So if he did not say a clear “Yes” or a clear “No,” what will happen now?

Recall that in 2016 Amoris Laetitia did not give a straight answer to whether — contrary to prevailing sacramental discipline — those Catholics who were civilly divorced and remarried, while remaining married in the Church to someone else, could receive Holy Communion. There was only an ambiguous footnote that did not explicitly mention Holy Communion. Local bishops were invited to provide guidelines, which they did in a contradictory manner, so that what was holy in one place was a grave sin in another.

Pope Francis then chose which interpretations he favored. What was not changed in principle was thus changed in practice in certain parts of the Church but not others.

Furthermore, Chapter 8 of Amoris Laetitia appeared to contradict the teaching of Veritatis Splendor on conscience. When that question was posed directly to Pope Francis — the famous dubia presented by four cardinals — the Holy Father did not acknowledge the questions.

But the question was resolved eventually. The two bishops of Malta issued guidelines that clearly presented an understanding of conscience as entirely subjective, clearly contradicting Veritatis Splendor. Those two bishops were subsequently appointed adjunct secretary of the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith (Archbishop Charles Scicluna) and pro-secretary-general of the Synod of Bishops (Bishop Mario Grech). So in time, Amoris was indirectly interpreted as contradicting Veritatis Splendor.
How will that work with Querida Amazonia? There will be questions first, answers much later.

The discussion yesterday turned on the status of the “final document” of the synod itself, which approved the proposal for married priests. Querida Amazonia begins by “officially presenting” that final document. When Pope Francis changed the rules of the synod in 2018, he included a provision that, if “expressly approved” by the pope, the final document of a synod could be considered part of the papal magisterium.
Cardinal Lorenzo Baldisseri, general secretary of the Synod of Bishops, ruled that out in this case. The final document was not “expressly approved.”

Cardinal Michael Czerny, who served as special secretary of the Amazon synod, was sitting right beside Cardinal Baldisseri. He said that while the final document was not magisterial, it had a “moral authority,” and to ignore it would be a “lack of obedience” to the Pope. All the proposals in the final document remain “on the table.”

The final document thus has authority but is not necessarily authoritative.

It is fairly obvious what will now happen. Far too much time and money was put into the Amazon synod, principally by the German bishops, to let matters simply rest there.

The next step will be for a bishop in the Amazon region to request of the Congregation for the Clergy and/or the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith (jurisdictions here overlap) permission to ordain a married deacon a priest, in accord with the final document of the synod, “officially presented” by Querida Amazonia. It might take some time for a plausible case to be put forward, as there are actually few married deacons in the Amazon region. (Querida Amazonia calls for more permanent deacons in the Amazon.)

At that point, approval might be given, subject to various conditions. What was not approved in principle then might be approved in practice. That, of course, remains to be seen, but that is how the Amoris Laetitia model worked.

One option was definitively closed off by Querida Amazonia. During the synod itself, there was plenty of talk from the German ecclesial bureaucracy that an exception for married priests in the Amazon would also be, sooner rather than later, applied to Germany. It is not possible to see how that would happen now. If the approval for such a move was lodged within Querida Amazonia — an act of the universal pastor of the Church — then it could be argued that it applies everywhere. But if the approval is lodged in a final document of a regional synod, it would not be possible to appeal to its authority — “moral,” not magisterial — for application outside of that region.

Cardinal Czerny spoke of an ongoing “journey” and a “long road” ahead. That road may well follow the trail already blazed by Amoris.
Tim Gordon on the Amazon Exhortation
https://onepeterfive.com/1p5-podcast-58-tim-gordon-on-the-amazon-exhortation
February 14, 2020
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On this episode of the podcast, Steve and Tim Gordon of Rules for Retrogrades break down the initial reactions to Querida Amazonia, the just-released post-synodal apostolic exhortation from the Amazon synod. 
Priest: Pope’s Amazon exhortation is ‘Trojan horse’ for female ministry, married priests
Amazonia is known for its sometimes fairy tale–like landscape, which is often shrouded in deep fog. Likewise with the pope's post-synodal exhortation.

https://www.lifesitenews.com/opinion/priest-popes-amazon-exhortation-is-trojan-horse-for-female-ministry-married-priests 

Fr. Frank Unterhalt, February 14, 2020
Amazonia is known for its sometimes fairy tale–like landscape, which is often shrouded in deep fog. What seems romantic at first glance tempts many to start dreaming. But the panorama has a big shadow side. 
That side is to be found everywhere where the cloudy haze blocks the full light. Missionaries report that deadly dangers are difficult to recognize in this scenery. So the fog often brings a deceptive situation. When it dissolves the whole reality of the Amazon becomes visible.
The region recently received much attention through a document from the Vatican.
Although the title of the papal exhortation (Querida Amazonia) focuses on Amazonia, it claims to extend its dimensions to the whole world. The river has never been wider. A synod framed with pagan rituals and blasphemous idolatry was to be cast into a document, and the jubilant dance was to be continued.

The first statements were quickly made, most of which — partly out of haste and partly out of wishful thinking — got stuck to the first impression. There were quite a few who did not see the forest for the trees. That is to say, the external number of words and the choice of the words of substance have created an Amazonian fog. To be more precise, there is something in the writing that at first could not be seen at all.

It says in Pope Francis’s text: “I will not go into all of the issues treated at length in the Final Document. Nor do I claim to replace that text or to duplicate it” (no. 2).
Thus, after the fog has lifted, it becomes visible: the final document of the synod.
If an author does not wish to replace something, it logically means that he wants to leave it as it is. This intention is reinforced with the following words: “At the same time, I would like to officially present the Final Document, which sets forth the conclusions of the Synod” (no. 3).

Connoisseurs of the scene will pay attention to the latest here. This strategy seems familiar to the one of Amoris Laetitia. The priestly group Communio Veritatis pointed this out (here is an English report on it) at the time with its declaration “To follow the Magisterium – to Overcome the Empty Teaching.” At that time, it was a footnote; today, it is a Trojan horse made of Amazon wood. The procedure is similar.

What agenda does the Final Document of the synod have ready?
We read of “new ways” for the sacramental and ministerial structure of the Church, “especially” with regard to women. Laypeople are to be made “privileged actors.” A person from the congregation could be entrusted with the “responsibility for pastoral work” — on a rotation basis. A “ministry” for the “female leader of a congregation” should be institutionally recognized. Men are also mentioned — married permanent deacons could be admitted to priestly ordination.

Querida Amazonia claims to want to proclaim Christ. But which one is meant? The Eternal Son of God, made Man by the Holy Ghost of the Virgin Mary, who after His sacrificial death on the cross rose victoriously and ascended into Heaven? The only Savior, then, who testified, “No one comes to the Father except through Me” (Jn. 14:6)? Then the signature under the document of Abu Dhabi, which says the pluralistic diversity of religions corresponds to the will of God, would have to be withdrawn even today. In fact, however, this mother of heresies was continued in the Pachamama worship in the Vatican.

So what is the crucial point now?

In the face of the age of false prophecy, in which the perishable lie limps around, it is important not to be caught in the fog, but to preserve the purity of Faith and the clarity of thought.

Note from the editors: Father Unterhalt is a pastor of the Archdiocese of Paderborn and is the speaker of the priestly group Communio Veritatis.
EWTN’s ‘World Over’ show criticizes Pope’s Amazon exhortation for lack of ‘clear answers’
Robert Royal, Father Gerald Murray, and Raymond Arroyo honed in on lack of straightforward answers from the Vatican during Thursday’s show.

https://www.lifesitenews.com/news/ewtns-world-over-show-criticizes-popes-amazon-exhortation-for-lack-of-clear-answers 

Martin Bürger, February 14, 2020
Raymond Arroyo, host of “The World Over” on EWTN, questioned on his show yesterday why Pope Francis’ post-synodal Apostolic Exhortation “Querida Amazonia” does not give “clear answers.”
“And the other thing, we keep hearing this term. The liturgy should be incarnate. Care for the environment should be incarnate,” Arroyo said, asking, “I’m not quite sure what that means, but why aren’t clear answers incarnate in these documents from the Church?”

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=C9FV0lDVWug
Robert Royal, editor in chief of The Catholic Thing, named ambiguity as “a hallmark of what the Holy Father does.” In the context of the publication “Querida Amazonia,” he said Pope Francis might have intended to leave the door open to married priests by referring to the final document of the synod published last October.

On this, Royal disagreed with Father Gerald Murray, a canon lawyer and pastor within the Archdiocese of New York. Both made their comments on the Feb. 13 edition of “The World Over,” a news show on EWTN hosted by Raymond Arroyo. Murray and Royal are often called the papal posse.

“I think it was a very happy day when the synod document was issued by Pope Francis, because he was asked by the synod for two things. One is to have married men ordained priests, and secondly to have women ordained as deacons. And the Pope did not grant those requests,” Murray said.
Nevertheless, he later cautioned that “anything can happen.”

Murray pointed out that the Pope emphasized in “Querida Amazonia” to pray for vocations and send missionaries to the Amazon region.

Arroyo mentioned that some progressives blame conservative men of the Church, for instance Pope Emeritus Benedict XVI, Cardinal Robert Sarah, and Cardinal Gerhard Müller, for elevating the issue of celibacy.

Murray set the record straight, showing that Pope Francis himself had first talked about an Amazon synod in reference to Bishop Fritz Lobinger, who had written a book about ordaining viri probati, proven men, as priests.

“The Pope then put it on the synod agenda. He made an advocate of that proposal to ordain married men, Cardinal Hummes from Brazil, the relator general. He was the one who was basically spearheading the document that came out of the synod,” Murray stated.

“To say that a controversy that should never have occurred, occurred because some recalcitrant people defended the tradition of the Church, that is just a basic debating tactic used to end the debate,” he added.

Royal continued in this vein by referring to comments made by Pope Francis to American bishops. The bishops were in Rome for their routine visit with the Holy Father, which happens every five years. “He was even denying that married priests were a major part of why he convened the synod in the first place,” according to Royal.

He asked, “If that was meant to deal with the Amazon, with certain elements that are having universal application, why not then hold that meeting in the Amazon itself?”

“Instead, they brought it to Rome, and they brought Pachamama, as well, to Rome. They created the expectation that what was being talked about there was inevitably going to have applications for the universal Church,” said Royal.

Royal suggested to take the document as written. “And we say, that’s as far as it goes, and no farther. All the rest is speculation, but it is not to be ignored that there is a possibility that something else can come back,” he clarified.

Father Murray talked about a distinction between moral and magisterial authority. The distinction had been introduced by Cardinal Michael Czerny during the presentation of “Querida Amazonia” in the Vatican.

Czerny, who served as special secretary for the Amazon synod, discussed the “status of the two documents” and where they “fit into the magisterium.” Regarding the final document, he said that “apart from formal magisterial authority,” the Pope’s “official presentation and encouragement” confer on it “a certain moral authority,” LifeSiteNews reported Wednesday.

Murray called that language “canonical fuzz talk.” The final document, he added, “is a bunch of suggestions by a synod. Does this leave a back door? Anything can happen.” At the same time, after two years of discussions about making celibacy optional, “there is no married clergy” contained in the new document.

Asked about the poetic language of “Querida Amazonia,” Robert Royal voiced his criticism of what he called “Amazonian Dreaming.” He said it is “not helpful for the kinds of problems that we’re facing.”

“The idea that somehow mysticism, or prophecy, or quoting poets … is somehow going to give us anything other than kind of a warm feeling about what we ought to do? It doesn’t seem to me that that goes very far,” Royal responded to Arroyo.

On the question of female deacons, Father Murray praised what Francis wrote in the Apostolic Exhortation. “To say women are underappreciated in the Church is an absolute falsehood, a calumny that’s used, basically, to get power,” the canon lawyer argued. He added, “People who want to un-Catholicize the Church are those who are proposing women’s ordination, and the Pope has said no.”

Regarding the Pachamama statues used during the Amazon synod, Murray said the Pope’s claim, according to which it is possible “to take up an indigenous symbol in some way, without necessarily considering it as idolatry,” might be possible, “but it’s not advisable.”

“Paganism is not a beneficent nature story in which people get along. Paganism is about fear of pagan gods who are vicious and who hurt people. You placate them, as the Aztecs did, by killing human beings. Paganism is about primal fears and anxieties that are not remedied because they don’t know the true God. It’s diabolical in origin and inspiration,” Father Murray explained unequivocally.

The papal posse touched on a number of other issues, for instance, the suspension of Archbishop Georg Gänswein, the speech by Bishop Robert McElroy of San Diego, who said climate change could be considered “uniquely preeminent in Catholic social teaching,” and Bishop Marcelo Sánchez Sorondo giving communion to the president of Argentina and his mistress.

Top cardinal behind Amazon synod: Plan for married priests to be ‘developed and completed’
Cardinal Hummes said that the Pope 'clearly says that the whole Church will strive to put this final document into practice' which calls for married priests.

https://www.lifesitenews.com/news/top-cardinal-behind-amazon-synod-plan-for-married-priests-to-be-developed-and-completed 

Martin M. Barillas, Brasilia, February 14, 2020
Brazilian Cardinal Cláudio Hummes stated that ordaining married men to the priesthood “must be developed and completed” following the release this week of Pope Francis’ apostolic exhortation Querida Amazonia [Beloved Amazon], which stalled the liberal push for married priests in the Catholic Church.
Known as an ally of Pope Francis, Cardinal Hummes (85) was prominent as the rapporteur at the Amazonia Synod in October, where evangelization, “ecological sin,” the struggles of isolated communities in the region, “new” ministries for women, and the possibility of ordaining mature men “viri probati” to the priesthood were discussed amidst much controversy. Hummes also presides over the Panamazonia Church Network (REPAM), a grouping of bishops and clergy influential in steering the Amazon Synod that has also advocated for married men. 

REPAM helped organize the Amazonia Synod, bringing clergy and laity from the countries of the Amazon Basin to the Vatican. The synod featured the worship of the Pachamama earth goddess by clergy in the presence of the Pope in the Vatican Gardens, sparking accusations of idolatry. 

The Instrumentum Laboris or working document that guided the Synod led to controversy even before the meeting, having been condemned by Cardinals Gerhard Muller and Walter Brandmüller. For his part, fellow German Bishop Erwin Kräutler and Synod organizer said he hoped that at least female deaconesses would result from the Synod. He said that those who oppose the Synod, “which has been called by the Pope, are against Francis.”

Hummes has advocated for married priests for more than a decade. Just before becoming prefect of the Congregation for Clergy in 2006, for instance, he told an interviewer that priestly celibacy is not a dogma of the church and that it should be reviewed. His remarks earned him a rebuke from then-Pope Benedict XVI, who had him state that celibacy for the clergy is not debatable. 

Section 111 of the final document of the Amazonia Synod suggested that some Church ministries be conferred to women, and that married men should be considered for the priesthood. That final document, Hummes said, should not be rejected or shelved. Moreover, Hummes said that “the Synod is not the end of the process.” While Hummes and others had hoped that the Amazon Synod might have kicked off a change in Church discipline regarding celibacy for priests, the Pope did not mention it in Querida Amazonia. 

While speaking at the headquarters of the Brazilian Conference of Catholic Bishops about Querida Amazonia on Wednesday, Hummes said that he believes the Pope did not intend to “replace” the conclusions of the final document about priestly ordination. “This issue, like all the rest, should be worked on with the Pope by the agencies of the Holy See. It will be taken up again,” he said in a press conference in Brazil's capital. “This matter will have to be developed and completed,” he added.

In Querida Amazonia, Pope Francis says that he intends to “officially present the [synod’s] final document,” while encouraging “everyone to read it,” and “strive to apply it” according to their vocation in the Church. While some observers contend that the exhortation shut one door on married priests, others contend that its ambiguous wording may have opened a back door. 

In his preamble to Querida Amazonia, the Pope wrote: “I will not go into all of the issues treated at length in the final document. Nor do I claim to replace that text or to duplicate it. I wish merely to propose a brief framework for reflection that can apply concretely to the life of the Amazon region a synthesis of some of the larger concerns that I have expressed in earlier documents, and that can help guide us to a harmonious, creative and fruitful reception of the entire synodal process.”

At the end of the preamble, the Pope writes: “I have preferred not to cite the Final Document in this Exhortation, because I encourage everyone to read it in full.”

Speaking in Brasilia, Cardinal Hummes reflected on the Pope’s words, saying that he “didn’t cite anything” so that no one point would be emphasized over others. Hummes added, “He doesn’t speak about any point, and this shows that he appreciates all of them because they are the products of the Synod, they are not the product of a small group of theologians but of a synod of the Church. Everything that the Synod decided and approved is important.” 

In an interview with Vatican News, Hummes affirmed that the Pope said that the Church will accept the Amazonia Synod’s final document and put it into practice. “It is a continuation of the process, he said. “He clearly says that the whole Church will strive to put this final document into practice,” Hummes said, and added: “It is the whole text that the Church must seek to put into practice. This is very clear, but this is part of a process, which the Pope has also made very clear, which is a process.” 

Hummes said that the Synod was the high point in a “process” that did not end there. “It is a path that we still have to travel, continue to travel, as the Church must always do in history,” he concluded.

Another one of the Pope’s allies, fellow Argentine Archbishop Fernández of La Plata, wrote in Argentina’s La Nacion newspaper that anyone disappointed that the Pope did not specifically mention a married clergy should take heart from what the Pope didn’t say. “It is clear that if the Pope did not mention some point, that is not because it is discarded, but because he did not wish to repeat what the Synod declared.”

“For the first time ever, an apostolic exhortation is not constituted as an interpretation of a synod’s final document nor in a restriction of its contents. It is merely a complementary framework of that document,” Archbishop Víctor Manuel Fernández wrote, adding, “That is a great novelty of the synod that has been unfortunately unnoticed.”

Vatican spokesman Matteo Bruni told reporters at a press conference earlier this week that the exhortation [Querida Amazonia] is “magisterium,” adding that the “final document is not magisterium.” 

Brazil president criticizes Pope Francis for claiming Amazon region belongs to whole world
'Pope Francis said yesterday the Amazon is his, the world's, everyone's. Well, the pope may be Argentinian, but God is Brazilian.'

https://www.lifesitenews.com/news/brazil-president-criticizes-pope-francis-for-claiming-amazon-region-belongs-to-whole-world 

Paul Smeaton, Brasilia, February 14, 2020
Brazilian president Jair Bolsonaro has seemingly criticized Pope Francis for asserting in his exhortation released this week that the Amazon region belongs to people other than the nations among which the territory is spread.
Speaking yesterday, Bolsonaro said: “Pope Francis said yesterday the Amazon is his, the world’s, everyone’s. Well, the pope may be Argentinian, but God is Brazilian.”

In section 5 of Querida Amazonia, published on Wednesday, Pope Francis stated that he was addressing his exhortation on the Amazon region “to the whole world.” He wrote: “I am doing so to help awaken their affection and concern for that land which is also ‘ours,’ and to invite them to value it and acknowledge it as a sacred mystery.”

Bolsonaro has spoken out forcefully in the past against suggestions that the Amazon belongs to the whole world. Speaking at the United Nations in New York last year, he said: “It is a fallacy to say that the Amazon is the heritage of humankind, and a misconception, as confirmed by scientists, to say that our Amazonian forests are the lungs of the world.”

When Bolsonaro was elected in 2018, Catholics and pro-life campaigners described him as someone who could turn Brazil “from being a promoter of the Culture of Death to a defender of the Culture of Life.” Since then, he has announced plans to revise textbooks in public schools in order to eliminate references to homosexuality and same-sex “marriage,” signed a proclamation consecrating Brazil to the Blessed Virgin Mary, and consistently opposed socialism while promoting national sovereignty. His government minister for women, family, and human rights has called on parents to consider telling their teenage children to wait until adulthood to have sex and has supported a chastity campaign sponsored by evangelical Christians.

Yesterday Pope Francis held an “informal meeting” with former Brazilian president Luiz Inácio Lula da Silva, known as “Lula.”

Lula was arrested in April of 2018 because of corruption charges and subsequently sentenced to twelve years’ imprisonment. However, he was released in November of last year. He claims he was arrested despite a lack of evidence and that all appeals had not been exhausted prior to his imprisonment.

As president, Lula had strongly supported the cause of homosexuals and abortionists in Brazil. In his last year in public office, he issued a legislative reform initiative securing abortion as a “human right” and imposing socialist and homosexual ideologies in schools and in the media. He also intended to ban crucifixes from all official government buildings. Lula spent millions of dollars for pro-homosexual causes and even introduced pro-homosexual educational materials for children as young as 7 to 12 years of age.

In 2018, Pope Francis met with allies of Lula in Rome, and also wrote to him giving him his blessing and asking the politician to pray for him. Pope Francis allegedly compared Lula’s sufferings in prison to the persecution of Jesus.

In section 9 of Querida Amazonia, Pope Francis writes: “The colonizing interests that have continued to expand — legally and illegally — the timber and mining industries, and have expelled or marginalized the indigenous peoples, the river people and those of African descent, are provoking a cry that rises up to heaven.”

Bolsonaro has supported mining projects on indigenous lands and accused those who attack his development projects of not being concerned with “the indigenous human being, but with the mineral wealth and biodiversity in these areas.”

At the U.N. last year, he noted that there are 225 indigenous tribes in Brazil, and some reserves, notably the Yanomami and Raposa Serra do Sol, have “plenty of gold, diamond, uranium, niobium, and rare earths, among others,” and are huge territories populated by few people.

“Unfortunately, some people both inside and outside Brazil, supported by NGOs, have stubbornly insisted on treating and keeping our Indians as if they are real cavemen,” Bolsonaro said.

Brazil’s native peoples are “human beings” who “want and deserve to enjoy the same rights as all of us,” he said. They “do not want to be poor, large landholders sitting on rich lands ... especially sitting on the world’s richest lands.”

Pope Francis is not known to have been critical of former president Lula, either for his support of abortion or for his support of pro-homosexual educational materials being used to teach young children in Brazilian schools.
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