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MICHAEL PRABHU, FEBRUARY 17, 2020
Liberals torpedo Pope
'Querida Amazonia' keeps hot-button issues burning 
https://www.churchmilitant.com/news/article/prelates-torpedo-pope-querida-amazonia-keeps-hot-topics-burning
Jules Gomes, Vatican City, February 13, 2020 
https://panamazonsynodwatch.info/feature/querida-amazonia-keeps-hot-button-issues-burning/ 

February 17, 2020
Progressive cardinals and bishops are challenging the finality of the papal exhortation on married priests and women's ordination by arguing that Querida Amazonia doesn't shut down debate on burning issues threatening to divide the Church.  
"Querida Amazonia doesn't resolve or close any of the questions," Cdl. Michael Czerny, who presented the exhortation to a packed press conference on Wednesday, told the media when asked if questions of married priests or women clergy were "still open for discussion and application." 

Conflating the "magisterial document," which has "the authority of the ordinary Magisterium of the Successor of Peter," with the "final document" of the Amazon Synod bishops, which has "moral authority," Czerny claimed that "to ignore it would be a lack of obedience to the Holy Father's legitimate authority." 

But to "find one or other point difficult could not be considered a lack of faith," the prelate, who has been lauded as an "activist for social justice," conceded at the press conference.
The final document, "The Amazon: New Paths for the Church and for an Integral Ecology," includes proposals in favor of married priests and ordaining women deacons and even hints at women priests, calling for conferring "ministries for men and women in an equitable manner in the Church in the Amazon." 

Later, when asked how the two documents were meant to be read together, Czerny, who served as special secretary of the Synod of Bishops for the Pan-Amazon Region, told a Jesuit media outlet that the Pope's exhortation "officially presents" the conclusions of the synod in the final document.

Czerny elaborated:

That means that the Pope gives them to us and asks us all to read them and to read all of them so this isn't the moment we can say: "Well, so what about proposal six or proposal 27 or proposal 98," because we are to look at all of them and the Church in the Amazon and indeed the Church everywhere is welcome and invited to consider all the proposals.    

"We are at a very important point in the synodal process. There are long roads ahead, as well as roads already traveled," Czerny commented, and on the issue of ordaining viri probati (married men of tested virtue), Francis "has not resolved them in any way beyond what he has said in the exhortation."

On the proposal for the ordination of women deacons, Czerny simply said the issue is still "being studied," awaiting a conclusion on the topic from a commission Francis formed in 2016 to study it.
"In the introduction to Querida Amazonia, Pope Francis explains that he does not want to replace or repeat the synod's final document. Rather, he presents it," Czerny stressed. 

The pontiff's two sentences in the introduction to his exhortation have become the topic of heated exegetical debate. The sentences are: "I would like to officially present the final document, which sets forth the conclusions of the synod," and "Nor do I claim to replace that text or to duplicate it." 

An expert in canon law told Church Militant:

If Cdl. Czerny is asserting that women can receive priestly ordination, then the following passage of art. 6 of the Doctrinal Commentary attached to the motu proprio Ad Tuendam Fidem issued by Pope John Paul II in 1998 would apply: "Whoever denies these truths would be in a position of rejecting a truth of Catholic doctrine 16 and would therefore no longer be in full communion with the Catholic Church."

Czerny's attempt to conflate the papal exhortation with the synod's final document was followed by Cdl. Reinhard Marx, who is pushing for an ultra-progressive Catholic Church in Germany through the so-called synodal path. 
"By no means is it [the spate of controversial questions] off the table with the publication of the exhortation! Rather, Pope Francis speaks of his desire 'to officially present the final document' together with the apostolic letter, and invites us 'to read it in full,'" Marx, outgoing president of the German bishops' conference emphasized.

"As is well known, the two-thirds majority of the 280 [synodal fathers] in the final synodal document also advocated for exceptions to compulsory celibacy and stimulated further reflection on the admission of women to the diaconate," the German cardinal added.
However, a significant majority of progressive voices rejected the interpretation based on the conflation of the two documents and admitted that the Holy Father had failed to deliver on the agenda of women's orders and ending clerical celibacy.

"The pope simply kicked the can down the road. He doesn't even mention the recommendation of the possibility of married deacons being ordained as priests, which was what the synod conclusions had suggested," Bp. Robert Flock of the Diocese of San Ignacio de Velasco, Bolivia, told the BBC.

The Wijngaards Institute for Catholic Research slammed the pope's refusal to consider the ordination of women as "gender discrimination." "This is a dereliction of his duty as a leader with the power to make positive change," even though in the Amazon "the majority of Catholic communities are led by women" and that "in a large number of these consultations, the permanent diaconate for women was requested," it lamented. 
"After seven years in office, it seems he [Francis] talks the talk but does not walk the walk when it comes to enabling the Church to fully address the real needs of its members," wrote Colm Holmes, chair of We Are Church International.

Cardinal Gerhard Müller, prefect emeritus of the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith welcomed Querida Amazonia, challenging the hermeneutic of conflation: "The Pope does not draw from [the final synodal document] any dramatic and disconcerting conclusions."

"It is to be hoped," wrote Müller, "the interpreters of this document will refrain from unnecessary harshness and take up the concerns of the Holy Father like true sons and daughters of the Church in a spirit of agreement and collaboration."

Matteo Bruni, the director of the Holy See Press Office, repeatedly attempted to clarify that "the apostolic exhortation is Magisterium, the final document is not" and "anything in the final document should be read in the lens of the apostolic exhortation," including any "application."

According to the canon 343: "It is for the synod of bishops to discuss the questions for consideration and express its wishes but not to resolve them or issue decrees about them unless in certain cases the Roman pontiff has endowed it with deliberative power, in which case he ratifies the decisions of the synod."

No “turning point” in Querida Amazonia
Yet Francis' 'handbrake' may not have slowed the Church's revolution
https://www.churchmilitant.com/news/article/aldo-maria-valli-no-turning-point-in-querida-amazonia
Aldo Maria Valli, February 13, 2020
And so, no married priests, no ordaining "viri probati," and no deaconesses. Those who hoped that such a "turning point" was going to happen (such as those who support the German "synodal weg") are probably disappointed. While those who feared it can say: We have escaped the danger, at least for now.

In fact, with regard to the two flash points that have given rise to so much discussion, the post-synodal apostolic exhortation of Pope Francis does not accept the contents of the synod's final document, except minimally and in a nuanced way. Although he recommends reading it, it is as if between the lines Francis distances himself from it.
At a certain point the pope seems to remove a pebble from his shoe by defending his choice to bring the Pachamama into the Vatican (this issue too has caused a great amount of debate):

Let us not be quick to describe as superstition or paganism certain religious practices that arise spontaneously from the life of peoples. ... It is possible to take up an indigenous symbol in some way, without necessarily considering it as idolatry (78, 79).

But, apart from this, the exhortation is so prudent as to appear circumspect.

On the thorny issue of priestly celibacy (we recall the affair of the book written by Cdl. Sarah and Benedict XVI) Francis limits himself to recommending that bishops commit themselves to promote vocations and encourage the missionary spirit: "In the specific circumstances of the Amazon region, particularly in its forests and more remote places, a way must be found to ensure this priestly ministry" (89). And again:

If we are truly convinced that this is the case, then every effort should be made to ensure that the Amazonian peoples do not lack this food of new life and the sacrament of forgiveness. This urgent need leads me to urge all bishops, especially those in Latin America, not only to promote prayer for priestly vocations, but also to be more generous in encouraging those who display a missionary vocation to opt for the Amazon region (89, 90).

The word "celibacy" never appears in the text. Indeed, Pope Francis reiterates that only the priest can celebrate the Eucharist, absolve sins and administer anointing of the sick; and the possible extension of ordination to married viri probati is not even mentioned.
Regarding the role of women, Francis — who recommends avoiding every form of clericalization (if we admitted them to Holy Orders it would lead us to "clericalize women" and "reduce our understanding of the Church to functional structures") — writes:

In a synodal Church, those women who in fact have a central part to play in Amazonian communities should have access to positions, including ecclesial services, that do not entail Holy Orders and that can better signify the role that is theirs. Here it should be noted that these services entail stability, public recognition and a commission from the bishop. This would also allow women to have a real and effective impact on the organization, the most important decisions and the direction of communities, while continuing to do so in a way that reflects their womanhood (103).
In short, it is difficult to dispel the impression that the apostolic exhortation was written, so to speak, with the handbrake pulled — at least compared to the fanfare with which the Amazon Synod was announced and then took place.

Francis forms four "great dreams": that the Amazon "fights for the rights of the poor," that it "can preserve its distinctive cultural riches," that it "can jealously preserve its overwhelming natural beauty," and finally that the Christian communities may be "capable of generous commitment, incarnate in the Amazon region" (7).
The pope emphasizes the importance of "a true ecological approach" and denounces injustices against the indigenous peoples. He asks that the poor will be listened to and that we find the capacity to become indignant and ask forgiveness. He rejects the consumerist vision of the human being that tends to homologize culture and recommends "recovering the wounded memory." He asks that diversity may not be "a border" but "a bridge." What needs to happen is "assuming the perspective of the rights of peoples."

Regarding the fourth "dream," the "eccclesial" dream, the pope calls for "developing a Church with an Amazonian face" by means of a "great missionary proclamation" because these peoples have "the right to the proclamation of the gospel."
Because of the poverty of so many inhabitants of the Amazon, inculturation must have "a strongly social stamp," but without ever forgetting the need to integrate the social dimension with the spiritual.

Also regarding the liturgy, Francis sticks to generalities: He emphasizes that the Second Vatican Council asked for an effort of "inculturation of the liturgy of the indigenous peoples," and in a footnote he recalls that during the synod "the proposal to elaborate an Amazonian rite emerged," but he says no more.

Was the prudence of Francis perhaps induced by the book in defense of priestly celibacy written by Cdl. Sarah with Benedict XVI and published just before the publication of Querida Amazonia?  And how will the progressive circles that pushed for substantial changes now continue their efforts?

Professor Roberto de Mattei, making a sharp comment, writes:

At this point, someone will recall Pope Francis' strategy of two steps forward and one step back, but when a train is traveling at high speed, a sudden braking can cause it to derail, ending the journey in a dramatic manner. The revolutionary process is a social mechanism that often becomes uncontrollable and overwhelms those driving the train.

Time will tell. At the moment, what has resulted is the desire of Francis to patch up a fissure that was taking on ever more fully the aspect of an irreparable fracture between the two souls of the Church.

German-speaking Catholics disappointed pope’s Amazon Synod doc not liberal enough
While Cardinal Reinhard Marx insisted that married priests and female 'deacons' are still open to debate, others called 'Querida Amazonia' a disappointment for not pushing these issues.

https://www.lifesitenews.com/news/german-speaking-catholics-disappointed-popes-amazon-synod-doc-not-liberal-enough
Martin Bürger, February 13, 2020
Pope Francis shares with U.S. bishops his frustration with reaction to ‘Querida Amazonia’
https://www.americamagazine.org/politics-society/2020/02/13/pope-francis-shares-us-bishops-his-frustration-reaction-querida
Vatican City, February 13, 2020
Pope Francis ‘Would Be Disappointed’ by Focus on Priestly Ordination of Married Men
While Pope Francis was expected to focus in Querida Amazonia on a proposal to ordain married priests in the Amazon region, the pope instead emphasized the importance of collaboration in apostolic ministry by Catholics in various states of life.

https://www.ncregister.com/daily-news/pope-francis-would-be-disappointed-by-focus-on-priestly-ordination-of-marri 

Armagh, Northern Ireland, February 14, 2020

Tim Gordon on the Amazon Exhortation
https://onepeterfive.com/1p5-podcast-58-tim-gordon-on-the-amazon-exhortation
February 14, 2020

Priest: Pope’s Amazon exhortation is ‘Trojan horse’ for female ministry, married priests
Amazonia is known for its sometimes fairy tale–like landscape, which is often shrouded in deep fog. Likewise with the pope's post-synodal exhortation.

https://www.lifesitenews.com/opinion/priest-popes-amazon-exhortation-is-trojan-horse-for-female-ministry-married-priests 

Fr. Frank Unterhalt, February 14, 2020
Pope Francis Discusses ‘Querida Amazonia’ with US Bishops in Rome
According to Archbishop Aquila, the pope said Feb. 10 that his “primary concern is that the Gospel be proclaimed in the Amazon. And that all of us need to focus on Jesus Christ and the proclamation of the Gospel first. Because if we proclaim the Gospel and are faithful to the Gospel then vocations will come forth.”
https://www.ncregister.com/daily-news/pope-francis-discusses-querida-amazonia-with-us-bishops-in-rome  

Hannah Brockhaus, Vatican City, February 15, 2020
Pope Francis this week discussed his new post-synodal apostolic exhortation, Querida Amazonia, with United States bishops in Rome for their ad limina visits to the tombs of the apostles Peter and Paul.

In a two and half hour-long Feb. 10 meeting with the bishops of New Mexico, Arizona, Colorado, Utah, and Wyoming, Pope Francis spoke about his document following October’s Amazon synod, Archbishop Samuel Aquila of Denver told CNA.

“He brought up to us that he was going to release it and with that he brought up too the question of celibacy,” Archbishop Aquila said.

Pope Francis was expected to focus in Querida Amazonia on a proposal to ordain married men as priests in the Amazon region. He instead emphasized the importance of collaboration in apostolic ministry by Catholics in various states of life.

About the proposal, Vatican’s editorial director, Andrea Tornielli, wrote Feb. 12 that Pope Francis “has decided to respond not by foreseeing changes or further possibilities of exceptions from those already provided for by current ecclesiastical discipline.”

According to Archbishop Aquila, the pope said Feb. 10 that his “primary concern is that the Gospel be proclaimed in the Amazon. And that all of us need to focus on Jesus Christ and the proclamation of the Gospel first. Because if we proclaim the Gospel and are faithful to the Gospel then vocations will come forth.”

The pope also spoke, Archbishop Aquila said, “about the importance of having catechists who are well-trained and well-formed and who are true disciples of Christ and the Church, who have a deep love for the Church, to go into those regions [where there are few priests] and catechize.”

Pope Francis said the Church in Africa has done this and is seeing vocations to the priesthood and religious life flourish.

Bishop William Wack of Pensacola-Tallahassee was among a group of bishops who met with Pope Francis Feb. 13.

Bishop Wack told CNA Pope Francis “expressed a little frustration” that many people had “reduced” the entire Amazon synod, which took place over three weeks, to only the issue of priestly celibacy, and they were either “disappointed or elated” that it was not a part of the papal exhortation.

The pope said the issue of priestly celibacy, according to Bishop Wack, “wasn’t really part of the synod at all.”

The bishops of Florida, Georgia, North Carolina, and South Carolina met with the pope for nearly three hours Feb. 13. During their meeting they asked the pope what key points of Querida Amazonia he would like them to bring back to their dioceses.

“The synod is about being missionaries, bringing the Gospel of Jesus to our brothers and sisters, especially amidst a lot of difficulties and a tremendous shortage of priests,” Bishop Wack said. “It’s a rich document and it really challenges us to be missionary disciples.”

Archbishop Aquila said in his meeting the bishops also spoke with Pope Francis about transgenderism.
“The Holy Father was very clear,” the archbishop noted. “He said [transgenderism] is one of the great challenges in the United States right now and he said the other is abortion.”

“Both of them really deal with the dignity of human life,” Archbishop Aquila said. “There are only two genders, male and female, and so how do we open our hearts to receiving that as gift.”

An “ad limina apostolorum” visit is a papal meeting required for every diocesan bishop in the world to provide an update on the state of one’s diocese. The trip to Rome, usually made together with all the bishops from a country or region, typically takes place every five years. It also will usually include meetings with many of the offices in the Roman curia.

The last set of U.S. bishops to make their ad limina visit will be those of the Eastern Catholic Churches, who will be in Rome Feb. 17-21.
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