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                                                                      JANUARY 22, 2018
Quo Vadis, Papa Francisco?
77-CHEAPENS SACRAMENT OF MATRIMONY
Church conservatives question pope's airborne nuptials

http://abcnews.go.com/International/wireStory/conservatives-question-popes-airborne-shotgun-nuptials-52477361
By Nicole Winfield, Lima, Peru, January 20, 2018
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Pope Francis marries flight attendants Carlos Ciuffardi, left, and Paola Podest, center, during a flight from Santiago, Chile, to Iquique, Chile, Thursday, Jan. 18, 2018
The honeymoon, as it were, is apparently over.
A day after Pope Francis grabbed headlines by pronouncing two flight attendants man and wife while flying 36,000 feet over Chile, the conservative Catholic commentariat on Friday questioned the legitimacy of the impromptu sacrament and warned it could cheapen the church's marriage preparation down the line.

"Do you know what's a 'marriage' ripe for annulment?" tweeted the traditionalist blog Rorate Caeli. "One celebrated apparently on a whim in an airplane whose celebrant cannot even be sure if parties are validly baptized."

For those who missed the news, Francis on Thursday presided over what the Vatican said was the doctrinally and canonically legitimate wedding of Paula Podest and Carlos Ciuffardi, two flight attendants from LATAM flight 1250 that brought the pope, his delegation and travelling press from Santiago to the northern city of Iquique.

As the happy couple told journalists after the fact — and after serving breakfast — they had hoped to just get a blessing from the pope. They told him that they had been married civilly in 2010, but that their plans for a church wedding fell through when an earthquake hit.
As Ciuffardi told it, the pope proposed that he marry the couple right there, in part to motivate other couples to contract a church wedding at a time when more and more couples are merely cohabitating.

"He told me it's historic, that there has never before been a pope who married someone aboard a plane," Ciuffardi told reporters from the back galley.

The surreal scene had the effect — at least temporarily — of giving Francis a bit of a reprieve after his visit to Chile was dominated by a church sex abuse scandal.

Canon lawyer Ed Peters, a consultor on the Vatican high court but a frequent critic of Francis, questioned whether a host of church laws were followed, including the requirement that the couple undergo pastoral counseling and that the church have evidence that there were no obstacles to the marriage.

In a follow-up blog post Friday, Peters noted a Chilean media report from December saying the couple was hoping for an airborne wedding presided over by Francis, suggesting the portrayal of the surprise ceremony was anything but. 

Ciuffardi said Chilean reporters had suggested it before the fact, but he insisted he and Podest were only looking for a papal blessing, and that nothing was confirmed until they were airborne.

Conservative blogger Phil Lawler mused that priests might now have a harder time trying to properly prepare Catholic couples for marriage now that Francis had set the papal precedent of completing the process between takeoff and landing.

"Does he ask them to reflect seriously on their commitment? Nope," Lawler wrote at Catholic Culture. "Does he question them about their years of cohabitation? Evidently not. Does he hear their confessions? Not likely. Plan a dignified ceremony? Not at all."

To be sure, the naysayers all hail from the Anglo-Saxon blogosphere, which is among the most vocal in criticizing Francis, especially on issues of marriage.

Francis has split the church over his cautious opening to allowing divorced and civilly remarried Catholics to receive Communion, so any issue related to marriage is particularly sensitive.

At The Tablet, a more liberal leaning British weekly, Vatican correspondent Christopher Lamb suggested that the airborne nuptials were part of the "paradigm shift" that Francis is trying to press in the church.

"It's not that the pope is doing away with the need for rules, for canon law or for paperwork, but rather ensuring it is correctly prioritized," Lamb wrote. "For the pope, these things must support the spread of the Gospel, and not become like the thorns that grow up and strangle the seeds in the parable of the sower," the column said.

So there we have it: a wedding sort-of-anticipated/pre-planned by news-hungry reporters and the live-in couple, no Sacrament of Confession, or verification of the recipients’ certificates of valid Baptisms and letters from the respective parish priests after the mandatory announcements of marriage banns in order to preclude the existence of possible impediments to the marriage and no marriage preparation courses (all required of ordinary Catholics like you and me), no indication of the individuals’ having repented of their immoral cohabitation, and an “undignified ceremony” in the aisle of an airplane… presided over by a Pope! It’s a wonder that he did not celebrate Holy Mass over one of the food trays on the ‘plane.

The couple had been civilly “married” in 2010 and apparently had no intentions of marrying in the Church. Their excuse: their “plans for a church wedding fell through” because of an earthquake, and these busy global travellers had found no time for either God or His Church for a full eight years thereafter. Meanwhile, they are the parents of two daughters! (They certainly found time for other “priorities”.)

Evidently, the marriage prep courses they claim to have attended (see below) didn’t do them any good. 

Then, the Pope comes out and defends his actions…

Pope defends in-flight wedding from conservative headwinds
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-pope-chile-wedding/pope-defends-in-flight-wedding-from-conservative-headwinds-idUSKBN1FB20W
By Philip Pullella, Aboard the Papal plane, January 22, 2018

Pope Francis on Sunday defended his decision to marry a couple aboard a plane in Chile last week, responding to criticism by conservatives that it flew in the face of Church rules and set a bad precedent.

“Someone told me I was crazy to do something like that,” he joked during a news conference on the plane taking him back to Rome from Lima, were he ended a trip to Chile and Peru.

In the first such ceremony on a papal flight, Francis married Paula Podest Ruiz, 39, and Carlos Ciuffardi Elorriga, 41, both cabin attendants on Latam airlines.
While the gesture made world headlines and was mostly well-received by Catholics, conservative Catholic commentators and bloggers who regularly criticize the pope on a host of issues blasted the wedding at 36,000 feet.

They said it would make it difficult for pastors to deal with Catholic couples who want to get married in unusual secular locations instead of a church. Those couples would say “the pope did it, why can’t you?” one commentator wrote.

But the pope said the situation of the Chilean couple was a particular one because they had been already been married in a civil service eight years ago and were not able to marry in their parish church because it collapsed in a 2010 earthquake.

“I questioned them (about marriage) and the responses were clear ... it was clear they had made a commitment for life,” the pope said, adding that the couple had even remembered subjects from the Catholic pre-marriage courses they had taken long ago. “Tell the pastors that they were prepared and I made a judgment call. The sacraments are for people. All the conditions were clear,” he said.

“This is why I celebrated that marriage aboard the flight”

http://www.lastampa.it/2018/01/22/vaticaninsider/eng/the-vatican/this-is-why-i-celebrated-that-marriage-aboard-the-flight-uJkVZCEfI3Ta8OigJpOb3M/pagina.html EXTRACT
By Andrea Tornielli, On the flight back to Rome from Lima, January 22, 2018

After the marriage of the steward and hostess on the plane, what would you say to parish priests before couples who want to get married on planes or ships?  
“Are you thinking about wedding cruises?” One of you told me that I am mad to do these things. It was simple. The gentleman (Carlos Ciuffardi, ed.) had taken part in the flight the day before. She (Paula Podest, ed.) instead didn’t. He spoke to me. I noticed that he was testing me... it was a good chat. The next day both of them were there and when we took the photographs they told me that they were married civilly and that eight years before they were supposed to get married in the parish, but the church collapsed due to the earthquake the day before the wedding. And so there was no marriage. They would say: we’ll do it tomorrow, the day after tomorrow. Then life goes on: one daughter comes, then another. I asked them questions and told me that they had done their pre-marriage courses. I judged that they were prepared. The sacraments are for people, all conditions were clear. Why not do what can be done today? Waiting tomorrow would perhaps have meant waiting another ten years. Both prepared themselves before the Lord with the sacrament of penance. They told me that they had anticipated to some of you their intention: “Let us go to the Pope to ask that he marries us. I do not know if that is true. Tell the parish priests that the Pope asked them well, it was a regular situation. 

The comment of ‘Fr. RP’ at Steve Skojec’s OnePeterFive blog:
https://onepeterfive.com/pope-francis-prompts-outrage-with-accusations-against-clerical-sex-abuse-victims/
January 19, 2018
The Papal Plane Marriage is obviously nothing more than a publicity stunt (at the expense of the Sacrament of Marriage, which Pope Francis clearly does not regard as being Divine or Valuable to society) to try and cover up the absolute disaster that was always going to be Francis' trip to Chile. Lie after Lie (as we will see). And, if the media reports are anywhere near accurate, the Papal Plane Marriage is invalid as well.
From what is going on constantly at the Vatican and based on the reports of what has gone on in Argentina it appears that Pope Francis is interested in one thing: His Own Personal Power. His atrocious actions in Chile (and in the air) will help further his own undoing. This megalomaniac demagogue has shown himself for what he is to a large number of people who were blinded by his dark light. This man isn't humble, he is Proud and Vicious.

The history

Pope conducts spontaneous wedding on papal plane for invalidly married couple

https://www.lifesitenews.com/news/pope-conducts-spontaneous-wedding-on-papal-plane-for-invalidly-married-coup 

By Matthew Cullinan Hoffman, January 18, 2018
Pope Francis conducted a spontaneous marriage ceremony for a Catholic couple living in a civil, non-sacramental marriage during a flight in Chile today.

The Chilean couple, Carlos Ciuffardi and Paula Podest Ruiz, are flight attendants who say that the pope proposed the idea to them while they sat and chatted with him after a group photo with the plane’s crew.

“When the time came for the group photo of all flight crew with the pope, he invited us to sit down [next to him],” said Ciuffardi to the press afterwards in a video interview. “He asked us...”

Podest Ruiz interrupted, “We began to converse with him...”

“And that would be the moment. It was like that!” added Ciuffardi, snapping his fingers to illustrate how quickly it happened. “It occurred to him [to do it]!”

“I don’t know if someone had said something to him [about it] because . . . we don’t know,” said Ciuffardi.

The Italian newspaper La Stampa also reports that Ciuffardi said, “Before declaring us husband and wife, the Pope asked me, with a smile, but are you truly sure?”

The couple’s account seems to contradict the director of the Holy See’s press office, Greg Burke, who told the press that “it was not the pope’s idea. It was their idea, but the pope was happy to do it.”

Vatican spokesman claims marriage is valid
Burke also seemed concerned to defend the sacramental validity of the marriage, but misstated Catholic doctrine and law in order to do so.

“Doctrinally it’s ok because to be married the ministers are the people themselves, you just need a witness. There are a couple of other things, normally there are publications, and there are things that have to be passed over. But it’s perfectly legit and everyone’s happy,” said Burke.

Pope Francis performed on Thursday the first-ever papal marriage ceremony aboard the plane bound for Iquique, the final day of his Apostolic Visit to Chile!
Greg Burke, Director of the Holy See Press Office, said the marriage was "totally legit" and "doctrinally OK". pic.twitter.com/F9KKzE4Omr —Vatican News (@VaticanNews) January 18, 2018
American Canon Lawyer Ed Peters raised concern that the marriage was contrary to canonical form and may not be valid. 

"Based on the reports...I cannot tell whether the ‘wedding’ that the pope put together for an unsuspecting couple satisfies Church requirements on marriage, and several other laws impacting the liceity of marriage seem simply to have been disregarded in the event," he wrote.

"As happened several times under earlier administrations, a representative from the Vatican Press Office assures us that 'everything was valid.' Such assertions by canonically unqualified and unauthorized PR staff carry, of course, no weight. Real questions worthy of real answers are still raised by this event," he added. 

Peters said (below) that "canonical form is still law for Catholics and that law goes to the validity of Catholic marriage." 

The Code of Canon Law requires for marriages to be sacramentally valid that the vows of the couple must be received the local bishop or pastor or a clergyman or even layman to whom the local bishop has delegated the authority (can.  1108 §1) and must take place within a Catholic church unless a dispensation from the law is given by the requisite authority (can. 1118). The pope has the authority to dispense from these obligations.

The pope had an assistant write the following text on a piece of paper: “On the 18th of January 2018, during the papal flight on the journey from Santiago to Iquique, Mr. Carlos Ciuffardi and Mrs. Apaula Podest have contracted marriage in the presence of the witness Ignacio Cueto. The Holy Father Pope Francis is the one who has received their consent.” The document is signed by the pope, Cueto, two other witnesses, and the couple.

Ciuffardi also told the media that the pope said to the couple, “Marriage is the sacrament that the world is lacking. Let’s hope that what you have done will be an inspiration to other couples. That’s why I’m doing this.” He also reportedly gave the couple two rosaries as gifts.

The couple has reportedly been living in a merely civil marriage for years and have two children. They claim not to have had a Catholic wedding because the church in which the ceremony would have taken place was damaged in the 2010 earthquake that struck the Santiago area.

Adequate marriage preparation?
Pope Francis’ controversial apostolic exhortation Amoris laetitia repeatedly discusses the need for “long term and short term marriage preparation” before couples enter into the sacrament of marriage, which is a lifelong and unbreakable bond -- advice that seems to contradict his decision to spontaneously marry two people of whom he has no prior knowledge.

“Another great challenge of marriage preparation is to help couples realize that marriage is not something that happens once for all. Their union is real and irrevocable, confirmed and consecrated by the sacrament of matrimony. Yet in joining their lives, the spouses assume an active and creative role in a lifelong project,” writes Francis in Amoris laetitia.
Pope Francis has expressed skepticism about the validity of most Catholic marriages, regarding them as merely “provisional.”

Speaking of a “culture of the provisional” on a flight in 2016, the pope said, “It’s provisional, and because of this the great majority of our sacramental marriages are null.”

“Because they say ‘yes, for the rest of my life!’ but they don’t know what they are saying. Because they have a different culture,” he added. “They say it, they have good will, but they don’t know.”

Ordinarily parishes require advance notice for marriage ceremonies in order to verify baptismal certificates and to ensure that there are no impediments, such as a previous marriage.

4 of 139 readers’ comments

1. How long, O Lord? How long?

2. The pope of the Catholic Church further trivializes and undermines the Sacrament of Holy Matrimony by his example claiming at the same time he is witnessing to the value of marriage. What a nice man the world will think, spontaneously marrying this couple in a romantic gesture unencumbered by laws, rules, regulations, ceremonies, rituals and protocols. Impossible to combat this public relations juggernaut that is the Pope Francis road trip on his airplanes.

3. And when I turned on the national news tonight that is precisely what they are saying!
4. Until a future pope declares him a formal heretic as they ought to (and by the Grace of God will) do. Then all of his scandal and innovations will be washed away for the Modernist-Lutheran heresy that they are.

Thoughts on a midair marriage
https://canonlawblog.wordpress.com/2018/01/18/thoughts-on-a-mid-air-marriage/ 

By Edward Peters, Canon Lawyer, In the Light of the Law, January 18, 2018
Show of hands! Who wants to rain all over the sentimental parade lining up behind (what is being presented as) the pope’s facilitation of married love? Anyone? Anyone?
I thought not. Oh well.

Readers of this blog know that I am no fan of canonical form for marriage (cc. 1108, 1117)—a cure that has far outlived the malady (clandestine marriage) it was designed to treat—but canonical form is still law for Catholics and that law goes to the validity of Catholic marriage. Based on the reports offered here and here, I cannot tell whether the ‘wedding’ that the pope put together for an unsuspecting couple satisfies Church requirements on marriage, and several other laws impacting the liceity of marriage seem simply to have been disregarded in the event. As happened several times under earlier administrations, a representative from the Vatican Press Office assures us that “everything was valid”. Such assertions by canonically unqualified and unauthorized PR staff carry, of course, no weight. Real questions worthy of real answers are still raised by this event.

Before getting into details, however, let me say that I am sorry for Paula Podest and Carlos Ciuffardi, two perfectly pleasant flight attendants who paid a courtesy call on their celebrity guest and, next thing they know, their names, faces, and rather odd marriage history are being broadcast to the world. They did not ask for a wedding and were astonished when Pope Francis suggested it. This was not their idea.
Now, about the matter itself.

Popes have jurisdiction for the external forum anywhere on earth (cc. 134, 331, 1108), so Francis can officiate at a wedding anywhere, anytime.

But officiating at a wedding means something specific: it means asking for and receiving the consent of the contracting parties to marrying each other (c. 1108) here and now. Per the Rite of Matrimony consent is sought from each party individually and must be oriented to marrying the other party at this time; the request is not posed as a joint question to the couple about being married, akin to, ‘do you two want to be married?’, but rather is framed ‘do you marry him/her?’ at this point in time. If consent (the heart of marriage per c. 1057) is not adequately asked for and received, it is not exchanged, and such a couple would not be married (and, No, ‘Ecclesia supplet’ cannot make up for a failure in what is actually sacramental—as opposed to canonical—form). The above reports mention, as far as I can see, only the pope’s broaching the topic of marriage by asking the couple whether they wanted to be married, placing their hands together, saying a few inspirational words about marriage, and pronouncing them husband and wife. But such a sequence describes, not at all, a present exchange of consent by the parties. Let us hope, then, that in the actual event considerably more was said than has been reported.

Second, canonical form demands two independent actual witnesses to the exchange of consent, meaning that five persons must be immediately present for the wedding—not folks who heard about it a few minutes later, or who saw something happening and wondered, hey, what’s going on back there?—but five persons acting together and at the same time: a bride, a groom, an officiant, and two other actual witnesses. While reports are unclear as to how many people actually witnessed this event, and while this photo shows four people in the event (plus a camera man?) and four signatures on a document, another photo shows five names on the marriage document, so one may presume (c. 1541) accordingly.

Third, several canons impacting the liceity of weddings (norms on ‘liceity’ often being regarded as wink-wink rules in Church life, especially when higher-ups model the wink-winking) were apparently ignored here, including: the requirement for serious pastoral preparation prior to a wedding (c. 1063), administration of Confirmation before Matrimony (c. 1065), urging of Penance and holy Communion before a wedding (c. 1065), verification that no obstacles to validity or liceity are in place (c. 1066), securing evidence of the contractants’ freedom to marry (c. 1068) upon pain of acting illicitly without it (c. 1114), an expectation that Catholic weddings be celebrated in a parish church (cc. 1115, 1118), and making use of the Church’s treasury of liturgical books for celebration of the sacramental rite (c. 1119).

As this story reverberates ‘round the world, now, deacons, priests, and bishops who try to uphold Church norms fostering values such as deliberate marriage preparation, an ecclesial context for a Catholic wedding, and the use of established and reliable texts for expressing consent will, undoubtedly, have the Podest-Ciuffardi wedding tossed in their face as evidence that, if Pope Francis does not insist on such legalistic silliness and only cares about whether two people love one another, why shouldn’t they do likewise? The ministry of conscientious clergy in this regard just got harder.

As mentioned above, I would be happy to see the requirement of canonical form for marriage eliminated, this, for several reasons, one of which is that—long story omitted—we could actually make higher demands of Catholics who want to marry before our clergy than we can currently demand. But the pope’s example of a spontaneous, zero-preparation, wedding is not at all what I and like-minded others have in mind. This couple undoubtedly gave more thought and attention to what they did by civilly marrying before a magistrate back in 2010 than they could have possibly given to what the pope suggested to them, on a few seconds’ notice, while at work, high above the Andes mountains.

If I have to say it, I will: I hope Podest and Ciuffardi are married and that they live happily ever after, but I worry whenever momentous life decisions are taken on a minute’s notice and under circumstances bound to contribute to one’s being carried away by events. 

The pope has opined, apparently more than once (https://canonlawblog.wordpress.com/2014/05/08/even-if-the-pope-said-it-it-was-reckless-to-repeat-it/ May 8, 2014), that “half of all sacramental marriages are null” (https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/acts-of-faith/wp/2016/06/16/pope-francis-the-great-majority-of-marriages-are-null-because-couples-dont-understand-what-theyre-doing/?utm_term=.a5514dd55d39 June 17, 2016). Here’s hoping that Podest and Ciuffardi beat those odds.

Wedding on Pope’s airplane not as spontaneous as it appeared, evidence indicates
https://www.lifesitenews.com/news/wedding-on-popes-airplane-not-as-spontaneous-as-it-appeared-evidence-indica
By Matthew Cullinan Hoffman, January 19, 2018
A wedding ceremony presided over by Pope Francis on a recent flight in Chile and portrayed as spontaneous by the couple appears in fact to have been planned well in advance.
In the website of the Chilean newspaper El Mercurio, published on December 19 of last year, an article speaks of the same couple, flight attendants named Carlos Ciuffardi and Paula Podest Ruiz, who say they are hoping that Pope Francis will marry them at high altitude during the pre-planned flight.

Under the subheading “Matrimony in the air,” the newspaper reports that the two award-winning flight attendants, who work together for Latam Airlines, have been selected to form part of the crew of Francis’ flight. It goes on to explain that the two are married civilly but have postponed an expected Catholic wedding for eight years, and are hoping that Pope Francis will marry them during the flight.

“So both hope that this January this postponed plan [to marry] can finally be carried out on the plane and be conducted by none other than Pope Francis himself,” wrote El Mercurio. “We would love it,” Podest Ruiz is quoted as saying. “It [the airplane] is our place, it is our second home, it’s where we feel safe.”
However, Ciuffardi’s account to the press following the event gave the impression that the wedding was offered and given spontaneously by the pope.

“When the time came for the group photo of all flight crew with the pope, he invited us to sit down [next to him],” said Ciuffardi in a video interview following the flight. “He asked us...”

Podest Ruiz interrupted, “We began to converse with him...”

“And that would be the moment. It was like that!” added Ciuffardi, snapping his fingers to illustrate how quickly it happened. “It occurred to him [to do it]!”

“I don’t know if someone had said something to him [about it] because . . . we don’t know,” said Ciuffardi.

Although Director of the Holy See Press Office Greg Burke later told the media that the wedding “was not the Pope's idea; it was their idea, but the Pope was happy to do it,” the Holy See’s Vatican News site has done nothing to counteract the impression that the event was spontaneous and unplanned, as it has been portrayed in most of the international media (including LifeSite) (page 3).

The apparently spontaneous and canonically irregular nature of the wedding has raised questions among Catholics about the validity of the marriage, and also the extent to which Pope Francis takes the sacrament of matrimony seriously.

“As this story reverberates ‘round the world, now, deacons, priests, and bishops who try to uphold Church norms fostering values such as deliberate marriage preparation, an ecclesial context for a Catholic wedding, and the use of established and reliable texts for expressing consent will, undoubtedly, have the Podest-Ciuffardi wedding tossed in their face as evidence that, if Pope Francis does not insist on such legalistic silliness and only cares about whether two people love one another, why shouldn’t they do likewise?” wrote eminent canon lawyer Edward Peters yesterday, after reading initial reports of the event. “The ministry of conscientious clergy in this regard just got harder."

7 of 54 readers’ comments

1. If Pope Francis does not insist on such legalistic silliness and only cares about whether two people love one another, why shouldn’t they do likewise?” wrote eminent canon lawyer Edward Peters yesterday, after reading initial reports of the event. “The ministry of conscientious clergy in this regard just got harder."
It's been getting harder and harder since March of 2013.

2. They "postponed an expected Catholic wedding for eight years." In eight years they couldn't find a priest to marry them? So Francis lets himself be part of this stunt. Even in little things, Francis knows how to scandalize.

3. If they had gotten married by a priest in Chile, they would have had to go to confession first - and to cease cohabiting (or, at the very least, to cease engaging in marital relations) until after the wedding Mass.

4. This wedding is canonically invalid. There was no preparation during weeks beforehand and nobody was sure the spouses were baptised Catholics.

5. I found something in “Latercera" (LT), a Chilean news outlet.
LT did a profile of the crew that’d be 
on the papal flight, including the famous couple - on 11/01/2018 - a week before the wedding.
The couple explain that as they had postponed their church wedding, they thought it would be great to be married by the pope on the aircraft, 
since they had met and fallen in love on an aircraft:
"… ambos esperan que el postergado plan pueda concretarse en el avión, y dirigido nada más ni nada menos que por el mismo Papa Francisco."
- "...both hope that the postponed plan would
materialize on the plane, and they aimed at no less than [being married] by Pope Francis himself.”
http://www.latercera.com/noticia/carlos-ciuffardi-periodista-jefe-servicio-la-tripulacion-del-viaje-del-papa-francisco-chile/ 
6. One has to thank God for small mercies; at least he didn't agree to “bless” their sinful, “irregular” relationship. Nevertheless, what now appears to have been an orchestrated publicity stunt has undoubtedly demeaned the sacrament of marriage and set an unhealthy precedent.

7. For the sake of objectivity, the couple could very well have hoped for what happened and even tried to get it happen without the Pope knowing about them hoping for it since December last year, so it still could have been spontaneous on his part. And, of course that is the real problem, the Sacrament of Matrimony isn't a spontaneous Rite, it requires proper formation and the proper disposition for the Sacrament.
Also, isn't it great that they didn't even bother to wake up the person sleeping right behind them! I mean, everyone should have someone sleeping in the first pew at their wedding… -Fr. RP
So much for marriage prep after Pope’s impromptu ceremony in the air
https://www.lifesitenews.com/opinion/so-much-for-marriage-prep-after-popes-impromptu-ceremony-in-the-air
By Phil Lawler, January 19, 2018

If you’re a Catholic priest who tries to be conscientious about preparing couples for marriage, Pope Francis just made your life much more difficult.
You’re doing your best. You tell couples that they should think seriously before taking vows. If they are cohabiting, you ask them to live apart before the marriage. 
You don’t pretend that preparation for marriage is accomplished by a one-size-fits-all program or a time-consuming, bureaucratic pre-Cana process; you take the time to get to know the man and woman, to speak to them about the true meaning of Christian marriage. You encourage them to make a good confession before the ceremony. Before the wedding day, you speak to each one individually, ensuring that each is ready to make a full and free commitment. You help them to plan the ceremony, guiding them so that it will be done with dignity and reverence. Then you do all the necessary paperwork to guarantee proper canonical form.

Then Pope Francis meets couple on a plane ride, and on the spur of the moment, persuades them to take their vows in mid-flight. Does he ask them to reflect seriously on their commitment? Nope. They evidently weren’t even thinking about a sacramental marriage at takeoff time, and they were married before they landed. Does he question them about their years of cohabitation? Evidently not. Does he hear their confessions? Not likely. Plan a dignified ceremony? Not at all.

As the overworked canon lawyer Ed Peters has remarked (page 4), it’s questionable at best that the Pope fulfilled the canonical requirements for marriage. So we face the unedifying reality that the Bishop of Rome may have presided at a marriage that was invalid because of his slapdash approach! And this, remember, is the same Pope who lamented that many (if not most) Catholic marriages today are invalid.
Once again, the Pope chose to ignore the requirements of canon law. Bear in mind that the Pope has the unquestioned authority to change canon law, on his own initiative. Still he didn’t change it; all those canons that Ed Peters mentions remain in force. Instead, he paid no attention to them.

So for you, the conscientious priest, life is now more difficult. Sometime in the next few weeks, when you try to persuade a young man and woman to take marriage more seriously, you’re going to hear them say, in effect: “What’s the problem? The Pope wouldn’t give us these problems. Why are you making it into such a big deal?”

So you have my sympathy, Father, and my prayers. You’re doing your best. God bless you for that.

Then again, if you’re not a conscientious priest — if you’re a priest who enjoys doing the bare minimum, letting people do what they want, not losing sleep about the state of their souls — the Pope just made your life even easier. So I don’t suppose you’ll complain.

And as a matter of fact, reflecting on how few complaints I’ve heard in the past 24 hours, I think I know why the Pope just might be right about how many Catholic marriages are invalid. It seems to me that you’re failing in the essential pastoral responsibilities you vowed to fulfill. But who am I to judge?

Reprinted with permission from Catholic Culture.
2 readers’ comments

1. Beautifully expressed, Phil, and just so truly unbelievable - when I first read it. How better to undermine a building than paradoxically to start from the top.

2. So, so sad................... so very sad... so painful.............how much worse can it get...
May the Faithful Cardinals, Bishops, and priests continue to be faithful, continue to proclaim the Gospel of Jesus Christ, and the True Magisterium teachings that includes the Holy Sacraments for which many have shed blood!

May they not 'succumb' ... in the most difficult moments... and hold fast as Christ is with them....
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