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SEPTEMBER 5, 2019
Quo Vadis, Papa Francisco?
92-ENVIRONMENTALISTS, ISLAMISTS AND HOMOSEXUALISTS AMONG 13 NEW CARDINAL APPOINTEES 
Profiles of Pope Francis’ new Cardinals
http://www.ncregister.com/daily-news/profiles-of-pope-francis-new-cardinals 
By Edward Pentin, Vatican City, September 2, 2019
As with the Holy Father’s previous appointments, they have a broad geographical scope and are supportive of issues he has prioritized, such as immigration, the environment and dialogue with Islam.
Pope Francis unexpectedly named 13 new cardinals on Sunday, choices that have again revealed his wish for the Church to go out to the peripheries and the developing world.
But they also reveal Churchmen supportive of other issues close to his heart, including open migration policies, concern for the environment and populism, a diplomatic rather than realist stance toward Islam, and sympathies for those supportive of homosexual issues.
“Their origin expresses the missionary vocation of the Church as she continues to proclaim the merciful love of God to every person on Earth,” the Pope said. 

The new cardinals, 10 of whom will be eligible to vote in a conclave, will receive their red hats during a cardinal-making consistory on Oct. 5, the vigil of the Oct. 6-27 Amazonian synod. 

With Francis’ new choices, the number of cardinal-electors will rise to 128, eight more than the number that was recommended by Pope St. Paul VI (Pope St. John Paul II also on occasion exceeded the 120 limit), although the number is to swiftly decline in the coming months. Three electors — Congo Cardinal Laurent Monsengwo Pasinya of Kinshasa, Italian Cardinal Edoardo Menichelli and Indian Cardinal Telesphore Placidus Toppo — are soon to lose their eligibility to vote, as they turn 80 later in October, with others exceeding the voting age next year.  

After the Oct. 5 cardinal-making consistory, which will be Francis’ sixth, the College of Cardinals will comprise 67 electors chosen by Francis, 42 created by Benedict XVI and 19 by selected by John Paul II.

The list of new cardinal-electors, which the Holy Father nearly missed announcing after being stuck for 25 minutes in an elevator on his way to the Angelus, has further internationalized the College of Cardinals. But the choices also retain a European focus, comprising five Europeans as well as one from Asia, two from Africa and two from Central America. 

With the exception of Bologna, Francis continues to overlook other episcopal sees historically headed by a red hat — in Italy, most notably the Patriarchate of Venice, Palermo and Turin; and in the United States, Los Angeles and Philadelphia.  
No U.S. cardinal was announced, and Francis hasn’t awarded an American a red hat since the consistory of November 2016, preferring instead to focus on Europe and promoting the presence of the global south. Perhaps more surprising was the absence of a Chinese cardinal, given the landmark Vatican-China agreement on episcopal appointments signed last September. 

At the top of the list of the 10 new cardinal-electors was Bishop Miguel Angel Ayuso Guixot. Born in Seville, Spain, the 67-year-old has been president of the Pontifical Council for Interreligious Dialogue since May this year, succeeding the late Cardinal Jean-Louis Tauran. Benedict XVI appointed Bishop Ayuso secretary (deputy) of the dicastery in 2012, and he has led various interreligious meetings, written numerous books and articles, and speaks a number of languages, including Arabic.

A former president of the Pontifical Institute for Arab and Islamic Studies in Rome, Bishop Ayuso was heavily involved in drawing up the “Human Fraternity” document signed Feb. 4 by Sheikh Ahmed el-Tayeb, grand imam of Al-Azhar, and the Pope in Abu Dhabi. 
The Vatican called it “an important step forward” and a “powerful sign of peace and hope” between the two religions, but critics have expressed strong reservations about a passage in the document that stated the “diversity of religions” is “willed by God,” arguing that it contradicts a central belief of the Church by relativizing the uniqueness of Christ and the Church.

 

Archbishop José Tolentino de Mendonça, the archivist and librarian of the Holy Roman Church only since June 2018, is a Portuguese prelate who has had a meteoric rise. He was a priest virtually unknown outside Portugal until the Pope chose him to preach at his Lenten retreat last year. Born in Madeira in 1965, Archbishop Tolentino de Mendonça has a doctorate in biblical theology, and in 2011 he became a consultor for the Pontifical Council of Culture. Elevated to archbishop upon taking up his current post, he has published numerous volumes and articles of a theological and exegetical nature, as well as several works of poetry. 

But he has also been a controversial figure who wrote the introduction to a book on feminist theology by Sister Maria Teresa Forcada. Dubbed by the BBC as “Europe’s most radical nun” and known for promoting “queer theology,” Sister Maria Teresa is pro-abortion, stridently anti-capitalist and for women’s ordination. In his introduction, Father Tolentino de Mendonça wrote that he believed her “apostolate” should be a model for a Christianity “free” of past and present dogmatic ties and that her value is to have “highlighted the importance of ethical relations free of rigid and codified rules.”

 

Archbishop Matteo Zuppi, whom Francis chose to be the surprise successor to Cardinal Carlo Caffarra as archbishop of Bologna in 2015, served as an assistant priest and then parish priest of Rome’s historic Santa Maria in Trastevere parish from 1981 to 2010 and then as assistant ecclesiastical general to the Sant’Egidio lay community in Rome. Benedict XVI appointed him an auxiliary bishop of Rome in 2012. 

Known as a “priest of the streets” for his outreach to the elderly, immigrants, gypsies and drug addicts, he also participated in Sant’Egidio peace initiatives in Africa, in particular its mediations to liberate kidnapped missionaries and its successfully brokered peace deal in Mozambique and Burundi, working with Nelson Mandela. Popular among Italians, he likes to ride around Bologna on a bicycle, and his sensitivity to social issues is thought to bring him close to Francis. During his visit to Bologna two years ago, the Pope was reportedly pleased when the archbishop offered him a lunch with the poor of the city. Many on Italy’s political left received the news of his red hat with great enthusiasm. 

Archbishop Zuppi has drawn criticism for writing an Italian preface to Jesuit Father James Martin’s book Building a Bridge in which he endorsed a new pastoral attitude for so-called “LGBT” Catholics. But Archbishop Zuppi's supporters have told the Register that his position is more nuanced than Father Martin has made it out to be (Father Martin described him as a “great supporter of ‘LGBT’ Catholics”) and that while the archbishop calls for a more sensitive pastoral approach in his foreword, he reasserts the Church’s teaching on the issue and calls faithfully Catholic outreach groups such as Courage “instructive.”

 

Archbishop Jean-Claude Höllerich, a Jesuit who was appointed archbishop of Luxembourg by Benedict XVI in 2011, is also president of the Catholic bishops’ conference in the European Union (COMECE). He has shown himself to be a kindred spirit to Pope Francis on a number of issues. In April, he made headlines by writing in the Jesuit journal La Civiltà Cattolica that European populists are playing a “wicked game” by exploiting people’s fears regarding immigration and security. The “drama” of migrants in Europe, he said, was a “disgrace” and that “to remove our fears we are presented with enemies: migrants, Islam, the Jews, etc.” He added that President Donald Trump’s former strategist Steve Bannon and Russian political analyst Aleksandr Dugin were the “priests of these populisms that evoke a false pseudo-religious and pseudo-mystical world, denying the heart of Western theology, which is God’s love and love of neighbor.”

He has expressed his full support for the upcoming Amazon synod, telling a conference promoted jointly by COMECE, REPAM (the Church organization set up in 2014 to prepare the synod) and the German Catholic aid organizations Adveniat and Misereor that the Amazon faces “a global problem which requires a global response.” He added: “We must immerse ourselves in reality, because it is in reality that we find God. And today this reminds us to care for creation, which requires a real revolution in custom, mentality and the economy.” At last year’s youth synod, the archbishop said discernment “is not about black and white, but discovering all the different colors and shades of reality.” A former teacher of seminarians and vocations director, Archbishop Höllerich has close links with the Church in Japan, having been a student chaplain and then vice rector at Tokyo’s Sophia University.

 

Jesuit Father Michael Czerny, who is the current undersecretary of the migrants and refugees section of the Dicastery for Promoting Integral Human Development, is another Jesuit cardinal-elect whose opinions closely match those of Francis. Born in the former Czechoslovakia in 1946 and a Canadian citizen, Father Czerny has long specialized in social justice and human rights. From 1992 to 2002 he served as secretary for social justice at the Jesuits’ General Curia and afterwards founded and directed the African Jesuit AIDS Network (AJAN). In 2005 he taught in Nairobi, collaborating with Kenya’s bishops’ conference. In 2009, Benedict XVI appointed him an expert at the Synod on Africa.

Often seen at justice and peace meetings or gatherings involving environmental concerns, Father Czerny’s influence grew when he was appointed a consultor for the now-defunct Pontifical Council for Justice and Peace in 2010. There he served, and continues to serve, as a chief adviser to Cardinal Peter Turkson, offering him advice on a wide range of social-justice issues. Francis has often relied on his expertise, making him a member of last year’s youth synod. He is one of the special secretaries of the upcoming Amazon synod and a leading figure in promoting the meeting’s narrative.
 

Among the new cardinals “on the peripheries” is Archbishop Ignatius Suharyo Hardjoatmodjo of Jakarta, Indonesia — the world’s most populous Muslim nation (in 2018, according to the CIA Factbook, Catholics numbered 2.9%, or 7.6 million of its population of 263 million people). Born in 1950, he was first appointed as bishop of Semarang by John Paul II in 1997 before Benedict appointed him archbishop of Jakarta in 2010. Considered to be close to the Indonesian state, he was re-elected for an unprecedented third term last year as president of Indonesia’s bishops’ conference because of an “urgent need” (he said he was unsure what the nature of the urgency was). He attended the 2012 Synod on the New Evangelization and the Synods on the Family. Francis appointed him a member of the Congregation for the Evangelization of Peoples. 

 

Archbishop Juan de la Caridad García Rodríguez of San Cristóbal, Havana, Cuba, has been a bishop since 1997, when Pope St. John Paul II named him auxiliary of Camagüey. He became its archbishop in 2002, and one of his initiatives was to develop evangelization programs in which grandparents, who still remembered their education in Catholicism as children, taught the principles of Catholicism to their grandchildren. He also established prison ministries. He represented Cuba at the 2007 CELAM assembly in Aparecida, Brazil. Francis appointed him archbishop of Havana in April 2016. He has reportedly said he does not want capitalism to come to Cuba, but, rather, “a progressing socialism.”
 

As Cardinal Laurent Monsengwo Pasinya of Kinshasa — a former member of Pope Francis’ council of cardinals — turns 80 next month, the Pope has chosen to elevate to cardinal his successor in Kinshasa, Archbishop Fridolin Ambongo Besungu. Born in 1960, Archbishop Besungu, who is a Capuchin, will be one of the youngest members of the College of Cardinals. He studied partly in Rome, at the Accademia Alfonsiana, where he obtained a degree in moral theology, and has served as the president of the National Assembly of Major Superiors (ASUMA). After being appointed bishop of Bokungu-Ikela in 2005, he was chosen to be president of the Episcopal Commission “Justice and Peace,” after which he became archbishop of Mbandaka-Bikoro in 2016. In June 2016 he became vice president of Congo’s bishops’ conference. Pope Francis named him archbishop of Kinshasa last year. 

 

Appointed bishop by Pope St. John Paul II in 1989, Bishop Alvaro Ramazzini Imeri, 72, was born in Guatemala City and has long been involved in social-justice issues, especially in the area of protecting the rights of indigenous people. In 2011, he was awarded the Pacem in Terris Peace and Freedom Award for his courageous work to empower the poor and marginalized. Previous recipients have included Martin Luther King Jr., Dorothy Day and Mother Teresa. First ordained bishop in 1989, he was Guatemala’s bishops’ conference president from 2006 to 2008 and took part in the 2007 CELAM assembly in Aparecida where Cardinal Jorge Bergoglio played a leading role. Benedict XVI nominated him as bishop of Huehuetenango in 2012.

 

Lastly, the Pope chose Archbishop Cristóbal López Romero of Rabat, Morocco, as a new cardinal. Born in 1952 in Vélez-Rubio of the Diocese of Almería in Spain, the Salesian priest studied in Barcelona and obtained a licentiate in information sciences in the city’s School of Journalism in 1982. From 1979 to 1984 he was known for his pastoral ministry toward the marginalized in Barcelona, and from 1983 to 2003 he served as a missionary in Paraguay. From 2011 to 2014, he was head of pastoral parish and school ministry in Kenitra, Morocco, before serving as Salesian provincial in Bolivia from 2011 to 2014. Francis appointed him bishop of Rabat in December 2017. 

 

The Pope also chose three other Churchmen, over the age of 80, to become cardinals in view of their distinguished “service for the Church:”

 

Archbishop Michael Louis Fitzgerald, 82, is a Missionary of Africa (White Father) and a former president of the Pontifical Council for Interreligious Dialogue from Walsall, England. After serving as secretary of the dicastery from 1987 (then called the Secretariat for Non-Christians), he was appointed its president in 2002 before Benedict XVI transferred him to become nuncio to Egypt and the Arab League in 2006. The move came as a surprise to some and was read at the time as revealing Benedict's more realist approach to Islam than the more diplomatic tone struck by Archbishop Fitzgerald. Soon after the archbishop’s transfer, Benedict gave his historic Regensburg lecture, which upset parts of the Islamic world. Archbishop Fitzgerald resigned in 2012, having reached the mandatory age limit of 75 for bishops.

 

Archbishop Sigitas Tamkevičius, 81, archbishop emeritus of Kaunas, Lithuania, was arrested in 1983 for anti-Soviet propaganda and spent 10 years in the prison work camps of Perm and Mordovia. Released in 1988 after exile in Siberia, the Jesuit priest was nominated rector of the Interdiocesan Seminary of Kaunas in 1990. He was consecrated auxiliary bishop of Kaunas in 1991 and became its archbishop in 1996. From 1999 to 2002 and from 2005 to 2014 he served as the president of Lithuania’s bishops’ conference. Pope Francis accepted his resignation as archbishop in 2015 on the grounds of age.

 

Bishop Eugenio Dal Corso, emeritus of Benguela, Angola, is an Italian prelate who began life as a missionary Poor Servants of Divine Providence priest in 1975, serving first in a province of Buenos Aires, Argentina, where he remained for 11 years until his transfer to Luanda in Angola, where he dedicated himself to the poorest and weakest of the population. He was first nominated bishop in 1997 as bishop of Saurino before Benedict XVI named him bishop of Benguela in 2008, where he remained until he resigned on reaching the age limit.

 

Francis announces creation of 13 new Cardinals – Most liberal group ever assembled
https://rorate-caeli.blogspot.com/2019/09/francis-announces-creation-of-13-new.html?_sm_au_=iVVSs5LJZnQtPQHj
September 1, 2019
In the end of the Angelus today, Francis announced a Consistory for the creation of new Cardinals, set for October 5, 2019.
The Cardinal Electors (under 80) are:

- Miguel Angel Ayuso Guixot, MCCI – President of the Pontifical Council for Interreligious dialogue

- José Tolentino Mendonça – Archivist and Librarian of Holy Roman Church

- Ignatius Suharyo Hardjoatmodjo – Archbishop of Jakarta

- Juan de la Caridad García Rodríguez – Archbishop of Havana

- Fridolin Ambongo Besungu, OFM cap – Archbishop of Kinshasa

- Jean-Claude Höllerich, sj – Archbishop of Luxembourg

- Alvaro L. Ramazzini Imeri – Bishop of Huehuetenamgo, Guatemala

- Matteo Zuppi – Archbishop of Bologna.

- Cristóbal Lopez Romero, SDB – Archbishop of Rabat.

- Michael Czerny, SJ – Undersecretary for Migrants (Holy See)

They are, without a doubt, the most liberal group of Cardinal-Electors ever assembled. At least two of them are widely known in Roman Circles for their "gay" preferences (and the word "gay" is used here advisedly, to include the whole homosexual "gay culture" mentioned by Benedict XVI in his 2005 document on seminarians to be avoided), as well as 2 liberal Jesuits. Even those explicitly non-liberal, as the Abp. of Kinshasa, were chosen probably due to their extreme proximity with the German Church and the concerns of the German bishops.
As for Michael Fitzgerald, chosen as one of 3 non-voting Cardinals, we recall this 2006 post, on why Benedict XVI sent him far away from the Vatican.

The passion of the Church will last for many decades more. And Francis will never resign. Not only that, the Puppeteers will leave him in a coma "creating cardinals" for years, if that is what it takes to completely remake the College of Cardinals.

Pope Francis raises concerns with surprise appointment of 13 new Cardinals 
https://www.lifesitenews.com/news/pope-francis-names-new-cardinals-title-needed
By Diane Montagna, Rome, September 5, 2019
In an unexpected move, Pope Francis on Sunday named 13 new cardinals, including a Spanish archbishop tasked with implementing the controversial Abu Dhabi document, a Portuguese prelate who has openly endorsed “Europe’s most radical nun,” and an Italian bishop who has been praised by Fr. James Martin for his support of “LGBT” Catholics.
The new cardinals, 10 of whom will be eligible to vote in a future conclave, will receive their red hats during an Ordinary Consistory (a formal meeting of the College of Cardinals called by the Pope) on Oct. 5, the eve of the Oct. 6-27 Synod on the Amazon. 

Three controversial cardinal electors
While some observers view Pope Francis’s picks as consistent with his desire to go out to the peripheries and lift up the developing world, others see the new group as the “most liberal group ever assembled.”

Pope Francis’s list of new cardinals includes Archbishop Matteo Zuppi. In 2015, Pope Francis appointed Zuppi to succeed Cardinal Carlo Caffarra as archbishop of Bologna. According to veteran Italian vaticanist, Aldo Maria Valli, Archbishop Zuppi is “very popular in the Vatican.” He has close ties to the Sant’Egidio community, having served as a parish priest at Rome’s Santa Maria in Trastevere parish from 1981-2010, and then as ecclesiastical general to the community. In 2012, Pope Benedict XVI appointed him an auxiliary bishop of Rome. 
In a full-length profile piece on the new cardinals, Vatican reporter Edward Pentin noted that he is “known as a ‘priest of the streets’ for his outreach to the elderly, immigrants, gypsies and drug addicts” and has also “participated in Sant’Egidio peace initiatives in Africa, in particular its mediations to liberate kidnapped missionaries and its successfully brokered peace deal in Mozambique and Burundi, working with Nelson Mandela.” 

Valli adds that he is also a “champion for receiving migrants,” which has been a top priority of Pope Francis. During the Pope’s visit to Bologna two years ago, Archbishop Zuppi transformed a local basilica “into a large restaurant” where he hosted a lunch for the Pope with the city’s poor. The political left in Italy rejoiced at the news that Archbishop Zuppi would be given the red hat, crying out: “We have a cardinal!”
Yet Archbishop Zuppi has drawn the most controversy for having written the preface to the Italian edition of Jesuit Father James Martin’s book, Building a Bridge, which, according to America Magazine, endorses a “new pastoral attitude toward LGBT Catholics.”  Following the Pope’s announcement on Sunday, Fr. Martin took to Twitter, tweeting out: 
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However, according to Pentin, Archbishop Zuppi’s supporters “told the [National Catholic Register] that his position is more nuanced than Father Martin has made it out to be … and that while the archbishop calls for a more sensitive pastoral approach in his foreword, he reasserts the Church’s teaching on the issue and calls faithfully Catholic outreach groups such as Courage ‘instructive.’”
The Italian traditionalist blog “Messa in Latina” also noted in Archbishop Zuppi’s defense that he “has always, when asked, celebrated the Tridentine Mass.” 

The pope also appointed Archbishop José Tolentino de Mendonça, the archivist and librarian of the Holy Roman Church since June 2018. According to Pentin, the Portuguese prelate has had “a meteoric rise.” He was “virtually unknown outside Portugal until the Pope chose him to preach at his Lenten retreat last year,” Pentin writes. The 74-year-old archbishop, who holds a doctorate in biblical theology, was appointed a consultor of the Pontifical Council of Culture and soon after elevated to archbishop. 

Yet Archbishop Tolentino de Mendonça is also a highly controversial figure, having written the introduction to a book on feminist theology by Benedictine Sister Maria Teresa Forcades. Labelled as “Europe’s most radical nun” by the BBC, Sister Forcades is known for promoting “queer theology” and supporting abortion and the morning-after pill. She also advocates women’s ordination. Stridently anti-capitalist, she was dubbed by The Guardian as “one of the most outspoken ... leaders of southern Europe’s left.” In 2015 Forcades received permission from her superior and the Holy See to leave behind her habit in order to enter the political realm and lead the Procés Constituent movement.

In his introduction to her book, then-Father Tolentino de Mendonça stressed that the apostolate of Forcades must be taken as a model to “free” Christianity from the dogmatic ties of the past and present. The merit of Sister Forcades, stressed Tolentino de Mendonça, is “having highlighted the importance of a morality of relationships which is free from rigid and codified rules.”

Another appointment is 67-year-old Sevillian Archbishop Miguel Angel Ayuso Guixot, a Comboni missionary who has served as president of the Pontifical Council for Interreligious Dialogue since May 2019. Appointed to the dicastery by Pope Benedict XVI in 2012, Archbishop Ayuso Guixot speaks several languages, including Arabic. 

Before his appointment as head of the pontifical council, Archbishop Guixot served as president of the Pontifical Institute for Arab and Islamic Studies in Rome. In this role, he was in charge of overseeing the dialogue between the Vatican and the prestigious Al-Azhar mosque and university in Egypt, considered the Vatican of the Sunni Islamic world. Archbishop Ayuso played a key role in drawing up the “Document on Human Fraternity for World Peace and Living Together” co-signed in early February by Pope Francis and Sheikh Ahmed el-Tayeb, grand imam of Al-Azhar, in Abu Dhabi.

The document has drawn considerable controversy for stating that the “diversity of religions” is “willed by God.” Despite Bishop Athanasius Schneider's appeal to Pope Francis to officially correct the text, last week, the Vatican announced that a “Higher Committee” had been established in the United Arab Emirates to implement the uncorrected document. Members of the seven-member (Catholic and Muslim) commission include Pope Francis’s personal secretary, Fr. Yoannis Lahzi Gaid, and Archbishop Ayuso Giuxot.

A full list of 13 new cardinals appointed by Pope Francis on Sunday may be viewed here. The Pope made the announcement at the Sunday Angelus, after being stuck in an elevator for 25 minutes due to a power failure, until the Vatican fire department rescued him.
Raising the number of cardinal electors
Pope Francis’ new appointments will raise the number of cardinal electors to 128, eight more than the maximum number set by Pope Paul VI in 1975. Pope John Paul II also exceeded the 120 limit on occasion, Pentin noted. He also pointed out that the new number “is to swiftly decline in the coming months.” 

“Three electors — Congo Cardinal Laurent Monsengwo Pasinya of Kinshasa, Italian Cardinal Edoardo Menichelli and Indian Cardinal Telesphore Placidus Toppo — are soon to lose their eligibility to vote, as they turn 80 later in October, with others exceeding the voting age next year,” he said on Monday.   
After the creation of the new cardinals at the Oct. 5 consistory, the College of Cardinals will include 67 electors (i.e. those who can vote at the next conclave) created by Pope Francis, 42 chosen by Pope Benedict XVI, and 19 appointed by Pope John Paul II. With his sixth consistory, Pope Francis will therefore have appointed over 50% of the cardinal electors.

On Sunday, Pope Francis said that the national origin of the new cardinals “expresses the missionary vocation of the Church, which continues to proclaim God’s merciful love to all people on earth.”

Although their addition will further internationalize the College of Cardinals, Pentin further noted that “with the exception of Bologna, Francis continues to overlook other episcopal sees historically headed by a red hat — in Italy, most notably the Patriarchate of Venice, Palermo and Turin; and in the United States, Los Angeles and Philadelphia.” 

Francis doubles down: 13 new Cardinals for October 5
https://novusordowatch.org/2019/09/francis-13-new-cardinals/
September 1, 2019
What a day it was in Vatican City today!
Francis showed up seven minutes late to his weekly Angelus address, explaining that “there was an incident: I was locked in the elevator for 25 minutes!” (Source). We can only hope that he wasn’t accompanied by “Mgr.” Battista Ricca, who is in charge of the Casa Santa Marta, where Francis lives. By way of explanation, the false pope added: “There was a drop in voltage and the elevator stopped.” Whether that incident is related to the fact that the Vatican is running on “green” energy, we have not been told.

Although amusing, this wasn’t the biggest news. Nor was the fact that Francis released a message today for the World Day of Prayer for the Care of Creation, which is observed in the Vatican II Sect annually on Sep. 1. As though written by a prophet of the pagan earth goddess Gaia, the “papal” message calls on people “to repent, to be converted and to return to our roots” and to “abandon our dependence on fossil fuels and move, quickly and decisively, towards forms of clean energy and a sustainable and circular economy.” To that end, he encourages his sheeple “to listen to indigenous peoples, whose age-old wisdom can teach us how to live in a better relationship with the environment.” His latest “Pope Video” joins the chorus cheering the environmentalist pseudo-religion: In it he asks people to join in the prayer intention “that politicians, scientists and economists work together to protect the world’s seas and oceans.”

No, the biggest news of the day was the surprise announcement of a new consistory to be held on Oct. 5, the eve of the dreaded Amazon Synod, for the creation of 13 new “cardinals”. The Vatican has released the names of the candidates and provided some brief biographical details on each one. Of course Bergoglio is abiding by his shtick of the “peripheries” — although those have long moved to the center of Novus Ordo attention.

Ten of the 13 are under the age of 80 and therefore eligible to vote in the next conclave. A report by Gloria TV claims that all ten of the under-80 candidates “are pro-mass-immigration and pro-gay advocates”, though the Novus Ordo news site Crux identifies only “several” of the new “cardinals”-elect as “key allies” of the Bergoglian pseudo-pontificate. The list includes three Jesuits, including “Father Michael Czerny who has acted as Francis’s right-hand man on matters regarding migrants and refugees”, Crux reports.

Here is the full list of names with their present positions, plus their current age: […]

The well-informed semi-trad blog Rorate Caeli remarks that these “are, without a doubt, the most liberal group of Cardinal-Electors ever assembled.”
We will focus only on who are perhaps the two most colorful individuals: José de Mendonça and Matteo Zuppi.

Regarding Mendonça: At 53 years of age, he is Francis’ youngest pick among the thirteen. Considering that a little more than a year ago, the man was a mere “priest” — albeit an academic (professor and vice rector) who had become consultor for the Vatican’s Pontifical Council for Culture in 2011 –, there must have been something about him that caught Bergoglio’s attention in a most positive way.
In fact, in 2018 Francis had Mendonca preach his Lenten retreat,  (because?) he is, according to a report by Life Site, “an open promoter of the ‘critical theology’ of a Spanish nun who defends the legalization of abortion and government recognition of homosexual ‘marriage’ and adoptions.” Life Site elaborates:

Father José Tolentino Calaça de Mendonça, vice rector of the Catholic University of Lisbon, wrote the introduction to the Portuguese translation of “Feminist Theology in History,” by Teresa Forcades, whom the BBC calls “Europe’s most radical nun.”
In the introduction to Forcades’ work, Tolentino de Mendonça tells the reader that Jesus didn’t leave any rules or laws to mankind, an idea that he approvingly applies to Forcades’ “critical theology.”

“Teresa Forcades i Vila reminds of that which is essential: that Jesus of Nazareth did not codify, nor did he establish rules,” writes Tolentino de Mendonça. “Jesus lived. That is, he constructed an ethos of relation, somatized the poetry of his message in the visibility of his flesh, expressed his own body as a premise.”

When the Portuguese translation of the book was published in 2013 with Tolentino de Mendonça’s introduction, Forcades had well-established herself as an advocate for legalized abortion and the creation of homosexual “marriage.” In the same year she issued a video tribute to the Venezuelan dictator Hugo Chavez, who was then dying of cancer.

…
Regarding Pope Francis “welcoming” attitude towards those who are stubbornly living in gravely sinful situations of homosexuality and adultery, Tolentino de Mendonça told the interviewer, “No one can be excluded from the love and mercy of Christ. And that experience of mercy has to be taken to everyone, whether they be Christians who are remarried, wounded by disastrous matrimonial experiences, whether it be the reality of new families, whether it be homosexual persons, who in the Church must find a space to be heard, a place of welcome and mercy.”

(Matthew Cullinan Hoffman, “Pope Francis chooses priest to guide Lent retreat who holds Jesus didn’t ‘establish rules’”, Life Site, Feb. 5, 2018)
Just the kind of guy you’d want to preach your “papal” retreat for Lent, and for that reason Francis gave him a nice job at the Vatican Library and Secret Archives a few months later — a position which just so happened to come with a promotion to “Archbishop”, of course.
After his invalid ordination as bishop, Life Site published additional details on Mendonça’s accomplishments:
In the earlier part of the 2010s, Mendonça worked in an LGBT “Catholic” ministry that served homosexuals who embrace the “gay” identity but were left to their own spiritual guidance. Regarding the ministry, Mendonça told the Portuguese publication Publico in 2010 that “the Church isn’t a place of fullness, it’s a place of searching. Our condition is thirst and desire. It isn’t here and now that we realize our dreams. The Church is this common road, not exempt from imperfections, open to a kind of progressivity.” He added that the Church had to welcome people in a way that is “unconditional.” The Publico article implied that members of the group were continuing to engage in homosexual acts.
…

Following the retreat Francis thanked Mendonça for having “shown how [the Holy Spirit] works in non-believers, in ‘pagans,’ in people of other religious confessions” and that the Holy Spirit “is universal, it is the Spirit of God, which is for everyone. . . Thank you for this call to open ourselves, without fear, without rigidity, to be pliable to the Spirit and not mummified in our structures that enclose us.”

(Matthew Cullinan Hoffman, “Pope names new Vatican bishop who claims Jesus didn’t ‘establish rules’”, Life Site, Aug. 16, 2018; italics added.)

Resignationist blogger Ann Barnhardt writes that “Mendonça is an open, active, highly promiscuous sodomite and HUGE ‘LGBT’ activist.  Mendonça’s wretched life of open, sacrilegious sodomy was so bad that the people in his hometown of Madeira, Portugal drove him out of town on a rail.” Being only 53, the Portuguese blasphemer and heretic will presumably have decades to complete his work of destruction in the most influential ways.
With regard to Matteo Zuppi, the Archlayman of Bologna, little needs to be said about him when we consider that Hellboy James Martin, LGBTSJ, has not been able to contain his enthusiasm regarding the appointment:
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Crux notes that Zuppi is “a member of the Community of Sant’Egidio” and “considered an ally of Francis in the powerful Italian bishops’ conference.” The semi-trad blogger Mr. Zuhlsdorf (“Fr. Z”) notes that he has “called for the building of mosques and Islamic celebrations in schools.” Yep, with that kind of a background, it’s no wonder he’s getting a red hat. That’s how the apostate from Buenos Aires must be keeping the gates of hell from prevailing.
Needless to say, the Vatican is advertising the selection of these characters as being “for the missionary Church”. That they are indeed on a mission cannot be denied — but it is a mission from hell, for the mission of Christ to “preach the gospel to every creature” so that “he that believeth and is baptized, shall be saved: but he that believeth not shall be condemned” (Mk 16:15-16), it most certainly is not.

Francis likes to appoint clerics who have a cloud of immorality or suspicion hanging over them, presumably because he is able to exercise control over such people more easily. There is simply no “innocent” explanation for why he keeps appointing scandal-ridden individuals to high positions in and outside of the Vatican. Remember Victor Manuel Fernandez, the man Francis quickly named “Archbishop” after his election in 2013, whose claim to fame is being the author of the book, Heal Me With Your Mouth: The Art of Kissing and also, it appears, the ghostwriter of Amoris Laetitia?

By the way: One of Francis’ earliest scandalous appointments was the aforementioned Battista Ricca. It was he to whom the “Vicar of Christ” was referring when he quipped in 2013: “If a person is gay and seeks the Lord and has good will, who am I to judge that person?”
These latest appointments go into effect on Oct. 5 and will put the voting members of the college at a total of 128, a full 67 of whom will have been chosen by Francis, at which point Francis appointees will begin to hold the absolute majority in conclave. By Oct. 15, three more “cardinals” appointed by John Paul II or Benedict XVI will have turned 80. [Note: This last paragraph has been updated to correct a mathematical error.]
One thing is for sure: The next “papal” election is going to be absolute madness!
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