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Rape and sexual abuse of nuns (and lay women and boys) by Indian priests-24
FR. JOBY KACHAPPILLY RAPE CASE-MORE SUCH CASES COME TO LIGHT
This file is the 24th in the series based on the Vincentian rapist-priest who is still at loose despite his entire Congregation’s being aware of his serial molestation of young girls spanning several years.
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1. Kerala diocese suspends priest accused of sexual abuse 

http://mattersindia.com/2018/02/kerala-diocese-suspends-priest-accused-of-sexual-abuse/ 

New Delhi, February 15, 2018  

Palai diocese in Kerala on February 15 dismissed a priest accused of sexually abusing a Bangladeshi woman he befriended on a social media platform, according to TV channels in the southern Indian state.

The accused, Father Thomas Thanninilkumthadathil, has reportedly gone hiding after the police registered a case against him following the woman’s complaint.

The priest is the vicar of St Mathew’s Church Perumthuruth near Kaduthuruthy in Kottayam district.

The 35-year-old priest and the woman reportedly became friends on Facebook some time ago. The woman came to the parish a month ago with a Nigerian national. The priest reportedly placed the woman in the house of one the parishioners.

A few days ago, she went to the police in Kaduthuruthy alleging that she was impregnated by the priest. The police have now placed her in a women’s center in Kottayam, according to TV reports.

The diocese said it has suspended Thanninilkumthadathil from priestly duties and promised to cooperate with the police investigation.

The priest is among the top musicians in the diocese and a professional keyboardist, according to a source in the diocese of Palai.

He was ordained a priest on December 27, 2008 and served as assistant parish priest in Kanjiramattam, Manvettam and Ramapuram parishes.

The TV channels suspect the possibility of a scam because of the presence of the Nigerian national in the case.

Several Indians have fallen into what is called Nigerian online scam, where emails claiming that the recipient has won a huge lottery or prize or that someone is contacting them from Africa to give them a handsome fortune of a dead president.

Such online scams have become a major menace in India, according to ipleaders.com.

In September 2017, the police arrested 10 Nigerians in a fake fund transfer case. They were accused of duping nearly 937,000 rupees from a Delhi nurse.

Security agencies also warn a shift in the tactics of the Nigerian scamsters. They no longer rely on phishing emails, but dupe people on the pretext of partnering with multinational companies, investing in herbal seed businesses and channelizing foreign funds.

Comment by Fr. George Nedumparambil:

St Paul had actually said that a bishop should have only one wife but preferred saints (as anyone devoting to God's work was called) to remain like him - unmarried. It is St Paul who introduced pagans to Christianity. How then the Church could disregard him and demand celibacy from a prospective candidate to priesthood?

The allegation is that the priest made the lady complainant pregnant. If the priest has not done anything with her, he should not have been dismissed. Therefore there is something more to it than this what this report says. Has he admitted to sleeping with her? Even if the baby's father is someone else the priest would have then violated church rules on celibacy. Celibacy is not a gift from God but a theologically imposed stupidity which was probably thought out to disincentivise young men rushing to become priest to escape realities of harsh living. The church existed extremely well and even grew without help from this so-called gift of God. Jesus has clearly stated that it was only for those can accept which means no compulsion. Even St Paul has alluded to it as being optional. 
Nedumparambil is also a yoga-supporting priest. He is apparently spending a lot of his time online. View his recent (June 22) comment at http://mattersindia.com/2018/06/indian-catholic-priest-to-speak-at-british-parliament-on-yoga/#comment-923923480601122161.
Kerala priest accused of sexual abuse, surrenders
He had been on the run ever since the victim complained

https://gulfnews.com/news/asia/india/kerala-priest-accused-of-sexual-abuse-surrenders-1.2174502
By Akhel Mathew, Thiruvananthapuram, February 16, 2018

A Roman Catholic priest in Kerala, who is accused of sexually abusing a foreign national and robbing some of her ornaments and cash, surrendered at the Vaikom court on Friday.

He had been on the run ever since the victim who is a 42-year-old Bangladeshi native and residing in Britain complained about the priest to the police in Kaduthuruthy, about 40km from Kochi.
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The accused, 44-year-old Thomas Thaanninilkum Thadathil, was quickly removed from priestly services by the Pala diocese of the Catholic Church on Thursday even as police launched a search for him.

However, the priest also sent a complaint to the Kaduthurthy police station house officer by registered post that he had been trapped by the woman and her male friend from Zimbabwe.

The victim complained to police that Thadathil had befriended her through a social media platform and that she had come down to Kerala in January and visited the priest at Kallara, where he was in charge of the local parish, the Manianthuruthu St Mathews church. She alleged that he had taken her to various places and sexually abused her.

She said she returned to the state again this month and that the priest had locked her up in a hotel room in Kumarakom and decamped with Rs16, 000 (Dirhams 916) and some jewellery.
2. Trial starts in landmark sex case of Indian priest 
Father Robin Vadakkancherry was charged with rape after a schoolgirl gave birth at a church-run hospital in Kerala

https://www.ucanews.com/news/trial-starts-in-landmark-sex-case-of-indian-priest/82590
By T.K. Devasia, June 18, 2018

A court in southern India is to start the trial of a Catholic priest, more than a year after he was arrested on charges of raping and impregnating a 17-year-old schoolgirl.
The court in Kannur district of Kerala will finalize the trial schedule on June 18. Kerala High Court has directed the court to complete the trial within six months, government pleader B.P. Sadanandan told ucanews.com.

Father Robin Vadakkancherry (see file serial no. 03 on page 1) of Mananthavady Diocese was parish priest of St. Sebastian's Church in Kottiyoor at the time of the alleged offense.

The 49-year-old priest was arrested and placed in custody in February 2017 after the girl gave birth to a boy.

His diocese, part of the Syro-Malabar Church, suspended him following his arrest.

Seven more people are facing trial on charges of trying to hide a sexual offence against a minor girl. All are on bail. They are the administrator, gynecologist and pediatrician of the church-run hospital where the delivery was conducted, a diocesan priest, a midwife who assisted the birth and two nuns at a church-run orphanage who arranged care for the baby. 

 

Landmark case
The trial will be keenly watched in the state because of the way in which the girl, her family and officials of multiple church institutions spanning two districts allegedly collaborated to cover up the crime, rights activists said.

The church-run hospital did not report the minor status of the girl to police, while an orphanage accepted the newborn baby without required legal documents, it is claimed. 

The government-run Child Welfare Committee of Wayanad district, headed by Father Thomas Joseph Therakam of Mananthavady Diocese, is accused of authorizing the orphanage to accept the newborn without verifying the mother's age. 

Police charged Father Therakam with aiding the cover-up of a crime. He was also removed from chair of the district child welfare committee.

Police investigated the case after the government-run Child Helpline received an anonymous letter three weeks after the girl gave birth.

Father Vadakkancherry was arrested near an airport as he was allegedly attempting to flee the country.

 

Church inaction
Though the two accused priests have been suspended by the diocese, no action has been taken against the nuns for allegedly covering up a crime.

Diocesan spokesman Father Jose Kocharackal told ucanews.com the church will take action against the accused if they are found guilty by the court. 

"It was an isolated case but was blown out of proportion by the media. An attempt was made to paint the entire clergy in a bad light. An entire community cannot be blamed for the wrongs done by a few," he said.

Father Kocharackal said the church was vigilant against all types of sexual crimes and will take stern action wherever required. 

However, rights activist Jomon Puthenpurackal claimed that church officials acted only after their efforts to shield Father Vadakkancherry failed.

Puthenpurackal has been spearheading a campaign to bring justice for a nun whose body was found in her convent's well 26 years ago. Puthenpurackal maintains the "Sister Abhaya case" is the biggest example of the church protecting criminals, claiming that officials aided a nun and two priests accused in the case after an investigation established a murder related to sex.

"Sex violations are on the rise in the church in Kerala. This is because the church is protecting the guilty. If church officials stop this and take stern action against the guilty, such cases will come down," Puthenpurackal said. 

A string of sexual assault cases involving clergymen have been reported recently. 

In the latest case, police arrested 35-year-old Father Thomas Thanninilkumthadathil of Palai Diocese on Feb. 16 on charges of raping a 42-year-old Bangladeshi native in Kerala after he befriended her through social media. He was suspended following his arrest.

In December 2017, a special court in Ernakulam handed down a double life term to Father Edwin Figarez on charges of raping a 14-year-old several times from January to March 2015 in the priest's parish residence in Thrissur district. He too was suspended soon after arrest.

In 2013, Father Arokiaraj of St. Stanislaus Church in Palakkad was dismissed from the clergy by the Vatican after a 17-year-old girl was found dead. He later admitted raping the girl but Kerala police declared her death was suicide. Arokiaraj later allegedly confessed in a telephone conversation to killing the girl.

Puthenpurackal said cases involving priests were coming to light because of social media. "Earlier, such cases were suppressed by the church by exploiting the religious sentiments of people," he said.

3. Sisters sexually assaulted at school, Kochi police registers FIR against priest
Though a case under the POCSO Act has been registered, the police are yet to name anyone involved.

http://www.newindianexpress.com/states/kerala/2018/may/16/sisters-sexually-assaulted-at-school-kochi-police-registers-fir-against-priest-1815220.html
Kochi, May 16, 2018

In yet another child abuse case, the Kochi central police on Tuesday registered an FIR on the statements given by three minor sisters. Though a case under the POCSO Act has been registered, the police are yet to name any person. A Christian priest is allegedly involved, they said.

As per the girls’ statement, they and their mother were at a retreat centre at Madukkarai near Coimbatore. During prayer time, a woman at the centre had a revelation the elder girl, around 16 years old, is hiding something from them, the statement said. “When asked, the girl revealed they were sexually abused at their school at Kakkanad. They were also taken to other Christian establishments and subjected to sexual abuse there too,” the FIR said.

The police took the children for medical examination and shifted them to a children’s home. “We have registered an FIR. The allegations are very sensitive and we are probing them in detail,” said a cop.
The police said this may be a tip of the iceberg, and more children might have been lured to the retreat centre. The girls’ father had said Unnieshobhavan authorities were canvassing innocent people, particularly Kerala women, on false promises. Those who run the asylum were dismissed from the diocese for illegal activities and are maintaining the asylum to achieve their ill motives of keeping innocent in their custody in the name of Jesus.
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