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Rape and sexual abuse of nuns (and lay women and boys) by Indian priests-25
(FR. JOBY KACHAPPILLY VC RAPE CASE) NOW THE ACCUSED IS A BISHOP, FRANCO MULAKKAL OF JALANDHAR
This file is the 25th in the series based on the Vincentian rapist-priest who is still at loose despite his entire Congregation’s being aware of his serial molestation of young girls spanning several years.
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RAPE AND SEXUAL ABUSE BY INDIAN PRIESTS-CHURCH FAILS TO PUNISH GUILTY 08 (CHURCH HIERARCHY REFUSES TO ACT AGAINST RAPE BY PRIESTS AND ACTIVE HOMOSEXUALITY IN THE SEMINARIES) JULY 10, 2017
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/RAPE_AND_SEXUAL_ABUSE_BY_INDIAN_PRIESTS-CHURCH_FAILS_TO_PUNISH_GUILTY_08.doc
RAPE AND SEXUAL ABUSE BY INDIAN PRIESTS-CHURCH FAILS TO PUNISH GUILTY 09 (PROPOSED RETREAT BY RAPIST-PRIEST FR. JOBY KACHAPPILLY VC AT ST. MICHAEL’S CATHOLIC CHURCH, SHARJAH, SEPTEMBER 2-4, 2017) AUGUST 2, 2017 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/RAPE_AND_SEXUAL_ABUSE_BY_INDIAN_PRIESTS-CHURCH_FAILS_TO_PUNISH_GUILTY_09.doc
RAPE AND SEXUAL ABUSE BY INDIAN PRIESTS-CHURCH FAILS TO PUNISH GUILTY 10 (RETREAT BY FR. JOBY KACHAPPILLY VC AT ST. MICHAEL’S CATHOLIC CHURCH, SHARJAH, CANCELLED) AUGUST 3, 2017 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/RAPE_AND_SEXUAL_ABUSE_BY_INDIAN_PRIESTS-CHURCH_FAILS_TO_PUNISH_GUILTY_10.doc
RAPE AND SEXUAL ABUSE BY INDIAN PRIESTS-CHURCH FAILS TO PUNISH GUILTY 11 (FR. JOBY KACHAPPILLY VC IN HIDING IN ROME CONTINUES TO CONDUCT RETREATS OVERSEAS WITH SUPPORT FROM HIS CONGREGATION - 01) 8 AUGUST 2017
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/RAPE_AND_SEXUAL_ABUSE_BY_INDIAN_PRIESTS-CHURCH_FAILS_TO_PUNISH_GUILTY_11.doc
RAPE AND SEXUAL ABUSE BY INDIAN PRIESTS-CHURCH FAILS TO PUNISH GUILTY 12 (COMPLAINT AGAINST RAPIST FR. JOBY KACHAPPILLY VC LODGED WITH NATIONAL COMMISSION FOR WOMEN) 20 AUGUST 2017

http://ephesians-511.net/docs/RAPE_AND_SEXUAL_ABUSE_BY_INDIAN_PRIESTS-CHURCH_FAILS_TO_PUNISH_GUILTY_12.doc 

RAPE AND SEXUAL ABUSE BY INDIAN PRIESTS-CHURCH FAILS TO PUNISH GUILTY 13 (BANGALORE MEETING WITH VINCENTIAN PRIESTS AND CHURCH REPRESENTATIVE IN FR. JOBY KACHAPPILLY VC CASE) 20 AUGUST 2017

http://ephesians-511.net/docs/RAPE_AND_SEXUAL_ABUSE_BY_INDIAN_PRIESTS-CHURCH_FAILS_TO_PUNISH_GUILTY_13.doc
RAPE AND SEXUAL ABUSE BY INDIAN PRIESTS-CHURCH FAILS TO PUNISH GUILTY 14 (FR. JOBY KACHAPPILLY VC IN HIDING IN ROME CONTINUES TO CONDUCT RETREATS OVERSEAS WITH SUPPORT FROM HIS CONGREGATION - 02) 27 AUGUST 2017

http://ephesians-511.net/docs/RAPE_AND_SEXUAL_ABUSE_BY_INDIAN_PRIESTS-CHURCH_FAILS_TO_PUNISH_GUILTY_14.doc 

RAPE AND SEXUAL ABUSE BY INDIAN PRIESTS-CHURCH FAILS TO PUNISH GUILTY 15 (SOME EVIDENCE AGAINST THE CRIMINAL PRIEST FR. JOBY KACHAPPILLY VC AND HIS ASSOCIATES) 28 AUGUST 2017
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/RAPE_AND_SEXUAL_ABUSE_BY_INDIAN_PRIESTS-CHURCH_FAILS_TO_PUNISH_GUILTY_15.doc
RAPIST PRIEST FR JOBY KACHAPPILLY-THE CATHOLIC CHURCHS GURMEET RAM RAHIM SINGH 28 AUGUST 2017 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/RAPIST_PRIEST_FR_JOBY_KACHAPPILLY-THE_CATHOLIC_CHURCHS_GURMEET_RAM_RAHIM_SINGH.doc
RAPE AND SEXUAL ABUSE BY INDIAN PRIESTS-CHURCH FAILS TO PUNISH GUILTY 17 (VINCENTIAN PRIEST FR. SAM KOONAMPLACKIL OF LOGOS RETREAT CENTRE MOLESTS WOMEN) 30 AUGUST 2017 

http://ephesians-511.net/docs/RAPE_AND_SEXUAL_ABUSE_BY_INDIAN_PRIESTS-CHURCH_FAILS_TO_PUNISH_GUILTY_17.doc
RAPE AND SEXUAL ABUSE BY INDIAN PRIESTS-CHURCH FAILS TO PUNISH GUILTY 18 (COMPLAINT RECEIVED AGAINST FR. JACOB VELLIAN AND HIS ARCHBISHOP) 3 SEPTEMBER 2017
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/RAPE_AND_SEXUAL_ABUSE_BY_INDIAN_PRIESTS-CHURCH_FAILS_TO_PUNISH_GUILTY_18.doc
RAPE AND SEXUAL ABUSE BY INDIAN PRIESTS-CHURCH FAILS TO PUNISH GUILTY 19 (FR. JOBY KACHAPPILLY VC IN HIDING IN ROME CONTINUES TO CONDUCT RETREATS OVERSEAS WITH SUPPORT FROM HIS CONGREGATION - 03) 14 SEPTEMBER 2017
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/RAPE_AND_SEXUAL_ABUSE_BY_INDIAN_PRIESTS-CHURCH_FAILS_TO_PUNISH_GUILTY_19.doc
RAPE AND SEXUAL ABUSE BY INDIAN PRIESTS-CHURCH FAILS TO PUNISH GUILTY 20 (FR. JOBY KACHAPPILLY VC IN HIDING IN ROME CONTINUES TO CONDUCT RETREATS OVERSEAS WITH SUPPORT FROM HIS CONGREGATION - 04) 27 SEPTEMBER 2017 

http://ephesians-511.net/docs/RAPE_AND_SEXUAL_ABUSE_BY_INDIAN_PRIESTS-CHURCH_FAILS_TO_PUNISH_GUILTY_20.doc
RAPE AND SEXUAL ABUSE BY INDIAN PRIESTS-CHURCH FAILS TO PUNISH GUILTY 21 (VEDIKA PEREIRA SPEAKS UP FOR RAPIST FR. JOBY KACHAPPILLY) 27 SEPTEMBER 2017
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/RAPE_AND_SEXUAL_ABUSE_BY_INDIAN_PRIESTS-CHURCH_FAILS_TO_PUNISH_GUILTY_21.doc
RAPE AND SEXUAL ABUSE BY INDIAN PRIESTS-CHURCH FAILS TO PUNISH GUILTY 22 (NATIONAL COMMISSION FOR WOMEN WRITES TO COMMISSIONER OF POLICE, CHENNAI, REGARDING FR. JOBY) 30 SEPTEMBER/3 OCTOBER 2017
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/RAPE_AND_SEXUAL_ABUSE_BY_INDIAN_PRIESTS-CHURCH_FAILS_TO_PUNISH_GUILTY_22.doc
RAPE AND SEXUAL ABUSE BY INDIAN PRIESTS-CHURCH FAILS TO PUNISH GUILTY 23 (NATIONAL COMMISSION FOR WOMEN WRITES TO DIRECTOR GENERAL OF POLICE, BANGALORE) 3 APRIL 2018 http://ephesians-511.net/docs/RAPE_AND_SEXUAL_ABUSE_BY_INDIAN_PRIESTS-CHURCH_FAILS_TO_PUNISH_GUILTY_23.doc
RAPE AND SEXUAL ABUSE BY INDIAN PRIESTS-CHURCH FAILS TO PUNISH GUILTY 24 (MORE SUCH CASES COME TO LIGHT) 22 JUNE 2018 (FR. THOMAS THANNINILKUMTHADATHIL)
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/RAPE_AND_SEXUAL_ABUSE_BY_INDIAN_PRIESTS-CHURCH_FAILS_TO_PUNISH_GUILTY_24.doc
[image: image16.jpg]i METAMORPHOSE

I
A Catholic Ministry for Exposing the Truth about Alternative Medicine, the Occult in Reiki &
Pranic Healing and Orlental Spirtual Exercises of the New Age Movement
" queries and detailed information, please call on MICHAEL PRABHU.

MICHAEL PRABHU, #12, Dawn Apartments, 22, Leith Castle South Street, Chennal 600 028, INDIA.
inet  website : wiww.cphesians-511.net

FROMDARKNESS TOLIGHT  Phone : +91 (44) 24611606, ~e-mail : michaclprabhu@vs




Case Registered Against Bishop for Sexually Abusing Nun

Kottayam, June 29, 2018
[image: image2.png]



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UKqFnhLRM9M 

Kuravilangad Police registered a case for sexual harassment and unnatural sex against Jalandhar Bishop Franco Mulakkal for allegedly raping a nun. According to the complaint, the Bishop first molested her in 2014 at Kuravilangad guest house when he was here to attend a function in Kochi. In last two years, he molested her for 13 times, alleges the victim in the complaint.
Jalandhar bishop charged with rape, unnatural sex
https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/kochi/jalandhar-bishop-charged-with-rape-unnatural-sex/articleshow/64812810.cms
Kottayam, July 1, 2018

Franco Mulakkal, the bishop of the Roman Catholic Diocese of Jalandhar, Punjab has been charged with rape and unnatural sex based on a nun's complaint.
The Kuravilangad police have moved the chief judicial magistrate court here to record the statement of the nun under Section 164 of the Criminal Procedure Code (CrPC). The court will consider the application on Monday.
The nun was subjected to medical tests and the police recorded her statement on Saturday. K Subash, Vaikom DSP, in charge of the probe, said that the main content of the complaint was that she was sexually abused several times during 2014-16 at the convent near Kuravilangad.
The nun, from Angamaly, belongs to the Missionaries of Jesus, a congregation which comes under Jalandhar diocese. She is the former mother superior of the convent. There is an old age home and a women's hostel functioning along with the convent. She has also served at Jalandhar diocese.

The police said it was the bishop, who first lodged a complaint against the nun, alleging that he was being threatened. He had lodged a complaint against six persons, including the nun. The complaint was filed before Kottayam SP on June 21 this year. The bishop reportedly said the nun's complaint was in retaliation for transferring her on disciplinary grounds. The police registered a case based on the nun's complaint on June 27. According to Kottayam SP Hari Sankar, police have begun probing both the complaints.
Meanwhile, Mulakkal pleaded innocent and said he will face the allegations legally. He also said that he will prove his honesty in the court.
The Jalandhar diocese comes under the Latin Catholic Church and the bishop is from Thrissur. Both the bishop and the nun had worked together in the Jalandhar diocese. She later returned to Nadukunnam near Kuravilangad and established a convent here. She became mother superior but was removed from the post in 2016.
Fr Paul Thelekkatt, the former spokesperson of the Syro-Malabar Church, on Saturday, said efforts should've been taken to find a resolution to the issue within the ecclesiastical circles without making it a public scandal.
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The first page of the nun's letter to Cardinal George Alencherry
Rape charge on Bishop: Church authorities under scanner for neglecting nun's complaint
https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/kozhikode/rape-charge-on-bishop-church-authorities-under-scanner-for-neglecting-nuns-complaint/articleshow/64816446.cms  

By Jaikrishnan Nair, Kottayam, July 1, 2018
The Catholic Church here fell into deep crisis following the disclosures made by a nun during a six-hour long marathon interrogation by the police after she raised serious complaints against a bishop of the church. The nun on Sunday told the investigation team that she stands firmly by her complaint. Now, based on her statements recorded in 72-pages, the police have no choice other than to interrogate Bishop Franco Mulakkal of the Diocese of Jalandhar.
The crisis further deepened for the church as the nun once again reiterated that she had informed her complaint to several authorities in the church including Cardinal Mar Alencherry. During the interrogation she had showed the copies of these letters as proof to the investigating team.

The interrogation by a special team lead by K Subash, Vaikom DySP, began by 11am on Sunday. The nun at times broke down during the session. She was well equipped to face the interrogation as she had documented all details and evidences. She also passed the details of the 13 instances when she was allegedly abused by the bishop during 2014-16. The team will also interrogate the other residents in the convent near Kuravilangad.
Police have already moved to the chief judicial magistrate court here to record the statement of the nun under Section 164 in the Code of Criminal Procedure. The court will consider the application on Monday. 

Earlier, a case was charged against Bishop Franco Mulakkal of the Diocese of Jalandhar for rape and unnatural sex based on the nun's complaint.
The nun, hailing from Angamaly, belongs to the Missionaries of Jesus, a congregation which comes under Jalandhar Diocese which is under the Latin Catholic church. Both the Bishop and the nun had worked together in the Jalandhar diocese. She later returned to Nadukunnam near Kuravilangad and established the convent here and became its mother superior. She was removed from the post of Mother superior in 2016.

According to police, the bishop had first lodged a complaint against the nun, saying he was being threatened. The nun lodged the complaint after the bishop.
Meanwhile, Bishop Mulakkal told TOI he will proceed legally to prove that the allegation against him is wrong. The police will also be investigating on the complaint given by the Bishop that the brother of the nun had threatened to kill him if he arrived in Kerala. "I have submitted three evidences to substantiate my complaint, said the bishop.
Kerala Nun Accuses Jalandhar Bishop of Sexually Abusing Her 13 Times; Church 'Ignores' Complaint

https://www.news18.com/news/india/kerala-nun-accuses-jalandhar-bishop-of-sexually-abusing-her-13-times-church-ignores-complaint-1796125.html 

It is also alleged that the Syro-Malabar Catholic Church ignored the complaint against Bishop Franco Mulakkal and acted in a “surreptitious” manner when it was brought to the notice of its hierarchy.

By Chandrakanth Viswanath, July 2, 2018

A senior nun has filed a police complaint in Kerala against the Bishop of the Roman Catholic Diocese of Jalandhar, Punjab for allegedly sexually abusing her 13 times since 2014.
It is also alleged that the Syro-Malabar Catholic Church ignored the complaint against Bishop Franco Mulakkal and acted in a “surreptitious” manner when it was brought to the notice of its hierarchy.
Meanwhile, the police have also registered a case against the nun and her relatives on a complaint from the Bishop.
According to the police, they received the Bishop’s complaint first and the nun filed her complaint a day later. “We have received both the complaints. First, we received the complaint from the Bishop and then the complaint from the nun reached us. We have registered FIRs in both cases. The Vaikom deputy SP has been entrusted with the inquiry," Kottayam police chief Harishankar told News18.
As per the nun’s complaint, Bishop Mulakkal allegedly raped her at a guest house in Kuravilangad in Kottayam district in May 2014 and later sexually exploited her on 12 occasions. The nun was working in an institution which functions under the diocese in Punjab headed by the 54-year-old Bishop who also has penned a book titled ‘A theological investigation into the moral teachings of Guru Nànak from a Catholic perspective’.
The incident came to light when the nun lodged a complaint before the district police chief a couple of days ago. According to sources close to the nun, she had earlier complained about the incident to Cardinal Mar George Alencherry, the then head of the Kerala-based church. However, she was forced to move a police complaint after the Church reportedly took no action on her complaint. 
"I have nothing more to say, will proceed with the legal action against the Bishop," the nun, who cannot be identified for legal reasons, told the media.
Bishop Mulakkal has filed a complaint against the nun with Kottayam police chief, alleging that she was blackmailing him after he initiated disciplinary action against her, including transferring her from the present institution. Refusing to obey the orders, she was raising baseless allegations, the Bishop said in his complaint.
Bishop Mulakkal alleged that the nun’s family members, too, had threatened to entrap him in a rape case if he did not withdraw his order.

Nun accuses bishop of rape. He files complaint citing blackmail

https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/kerala/nun-accuses-bishop-of-rape/article24301583.ece 
Kottayam, June 30, 2018

Close on the heels of a sex scandal in the Malankara Orthodox Syrian Church, in which five priests were accused by a laywoman of sexually exploiting her, a scandal has erupted in the Catholic Church with a senior nun alleging rape by Bishop Franco Mulakkal, the head of the Latin diocese of Jalandhar.

The nun has filed a case with the Kuravilangad police here. However, her complaint comes a few days after the bishop himself had filed a case of blackmail by relatives of the nun.

According to the police, the nun had complained that she was raped and sexually exploited 14 times by the bishop since May 2014. She was sexually exploited at the Church’s guest house facility at Kuravilangad. She approached the Church hierarchy but they had turned a deaf ear to her plea, she said. She then decided to approach the police.
Meanwhile, the bishop, in his complaint to the police, alleged that he was blackmailed by the relatives of the nun. She was working in Jalandhar and he had initiated disciplinary action against her. When he visited Kuravilangad recently, the nun’s relatives allegedly threatened him with blackmail and wanted the disciplinary action to be revoked, the complaint said.

District Police Chief Harishanker said he had received the complaint from the nun and since there was an earlier complaint from the bishop, he had asked for a full investigation. K. Subhash, Dy. SP, Vaikom, has been entrusted with the investigation.
Nun files sexual abuse case against bishop, diocese denies charge 
http://mattersindia.com/2018/06/nun-files-sexual-abuse-case-against-bishop-diocese-denies-charge/
June 30, 2018

Police in Kerala have registered a sexual case against a Catholic bishop, television channels in the southern Indian state reported on June 29.
The case was filed by a Catholic nun who has worked in Jalandhar diocese in the northern Indian state of Punjab, now headed by Bishop Franco Mulakkal.

“It is a false case filed in retaliation,” Father Peter Kavumpuram, public relations officer of Jalandhar diocese, told Matters India on June 29.

This is the first sexual abuse case against a bishop in India where several priests have been arrested for the crime.

The priest said the nun went to the police ten days after the diocese filed a police case in Kerala’s Kottayam town against her brother who had sent life threatening letters to Bishop Mulakkal.

“The letter had threatened to cut the bishop into pieces when he comes to Kerala next,” Father Kavumpuram explained. Local newspapers had reported the bishop receiving threat to his life.

In her complaint to the police, the nun alleged the 55-year-old prelate had in 2014 sexually abused her at a guest house in Kuravilangad in Kottayam district.

Father Kavumpuram said the nun, who is her early 40s, belongs to the Missionaries of Jesus, a pious society of religious women. It was founded by late Capuchin Bishop Symphorian Keeprath of Jalandhar in 1993.

The nun has made several charges against the bishop and her superiors after she was removed from her posts in the congregation, the priest alleged.

He also said the superior general of the congregation would take her counselors’ team to Kerala on June 30 explain the situation to the police there.

He said the diocesan curia has decided to “go all out and fight the false case” against the bishop.

Meanwhile priests, who have worked in Jalandhar for years, see the cases as the outcome of infighting going on for years in the diocese. They said the nun had refused to oblige the bishop, who wanted to use her position to target a priest who had opposed him.

“The diocese is very rich and what we are seeing is arrogance of money power,” said a priest, who refused to be identified. “It is very sad and shocking,” he added.
Kerala nun stands by her allegations against head of the Latin diocese of Jalandhar

Catholic Church in trouble for ignoring her complaint

https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/kerala/nun-stands-by-her-allegations/article24305674.ece
July 2, 2018

Things are going from bad to worse for the Catholic Church in Kerala, with a senior nun who raised rape charges against Bishop Franco Mulakkal, the head of the Latin diocese of Jalandhar, standing by her allegations during questioning by Investigating Officer K. Subhash, Deputy Superintendent of Police, Vaikom, on Sunday.

The team which arrived at the Mission House of the Order of Missionaries of Jesus at Kuravilangad where the nun stays now, started questioning her by 11 a.m. The session continued till 4.30 p.m. Meanwhile, the scandal appears to be getting murkier with counter allegations being raised by another section in the Church pointing to the alleged power struggle which is going on within the Jalandhar diocese and also within the Order in which the nun is functioning. On Sunday evening, the General Councillor of the Order in which the nun works, told the media that though she had met the nun many times during this period, no such complaint was made to her. She also alleged that the present allegations against the Bishop were part of a campaign.
Later, speaking to media persons, Mr. Subhash said the nun had stood by the charges she had raised in the complaint. During questioning, she also made it clear that she had earlier made a complaint to Cardinal George Alencherry, Major Archbishop of the Syro Malabar Church. However, the Cardinal had not taken any disciplinary action against the Bishop. It was then that she had directly approached the police, she said.

According to the police, they would now move the magisterial court for taking her deposition under Section 154 or Cr.PC. Since the Bishop is in Jalandhar, the team may have to visit Punjab. However, the Bishop had filed a complaint with the District Police Chief on June 23 against the nun and her relatives alleging blackmail.

Meanwhile, a complaint has been lodged with the Ernakulam range Inspector General of Police by convener of the Archdiocesan Movement for Transparency John Jacob claiming that the Cardinal had tried to hide the complaint by the nun.

‘Truth should come out’: Ex-nun Jesme on two cases that rocked church in Kerala

https://www.thenewsminute.com/article/truth-should-come-out-ex-nun-jesme-two-cases-rocked-church-kerala-83972
June 30, 2018
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Sr. Jesme who left her robes as a nun 10 years ago and wrote her controversial autobiography 'Amen' shares her thoughts on the incidents of alleged sexual abuse by priests in Kerala.
I am tired, she says. 
Dr. Sr. Jesme has seen and heard so much. Too much. She has spoken too. For others like her, but still trapped in the confines of a system that has gone terribly wrong.  

Five priests of the Malankara Orthodox Church may face a probe by the Crime branch over allegations of sexually abusing a woman in Thiruvalla, taking advantage of a confession she's made to one of them. They have been asked to go on leave following the complaint made by the woman's husband. The inquiry is pending. 

Sr. Jesme heard that. And before she could even digest it, there's another news – a nun from Kuravilangad, Kottayam, has filed a rape complaint against Bishop Franco Mulakkal of the Roman Catholic Diocese of Jalandhar. 

"Before I could even heave a sigh, this second piece of disturbing news comes. I am so tired," says Sr. Jesme, ex-nun. The 'Sr.' still stays as part of her name. This August 31st, it would be ten years since she took off the robes of a nun and left the Congregation of Mother of Carmel (CMC). Eight years since she wrote that famous autobiography 'Amen:  The autobiography of a nun' that shocked the world. 

Sister Jesme, who had been a nun for over 33 years, quit the Church alleging harassment by her superiors.  

"It's only got worse, year after year," she says. “But let this case be clear first, she adds, let the truth come out. It is still now just pieces of news coming out. But if it's proven true, it is just sad”.  

"Confession is for your mental peace. That's what is being misused," she says. She remembers her days as vice principal at the Thrissur Vimala College, when girls would come and tell their horrible experiences at the confession chamber. "When they have to admit that they had felt 'pleasure' - pleasure is considered a sin – the priests they confide to would keep probing for details. They would ask the hows and whats. I told them to not go anymore. A nun is not supposed to say that. The church can throw you out if you don't confess once in a year – it is called aandu kumbasaram. But I told them if they need to, they can get counselling from the teachers and sisters (nuns). Or else they can always talk to Jesus." 

Sr. Jesme herself had stopped confessing a long time ago. Neither would she chant with her rosaries. All her talking and confession, she does directly to Jesus. “A friend once argued with me. She said there won't be the same purity if you don't use the rosary. That's how they are taught, that everything had to go through the church.”

She talks of the confession she made at the time of the 'Bangalore event' that she wrote about in her book. A priest who had moved to Bengaluru from Kerala had forced her to strip, to look at a 'man' and touched her. She wrote in her book:

I carry this burden of guilt within me until a new priest from elsewhere comes to the convent, and I am able to confess everything. Performing penance and some prayers he suggests, I feel pure again. 
"That priest I confessed to had asked me if I lost my virginity. I said no. And he said then he does not need to report it. Years later when I spoke to him again, he does not even remember this confession I made. That is his purity. But he is a rarity. I'd say only about 1 per cent of his kind are left now, those who have received the true calling of god. The other 99 per cent come with different desires,” Jesme says. 

So it doesn't surprise her that these women – the Thiruvalla woman who got blackmailed and the Kottayam nun – had kept mum for long. "Who do they tell? Whom to share it with? Even when you try telling home, they say, 'Don't tell anyone'. So imagine telling it at the church. Everyone just becomes a slave." 

God, she says, has left. 'They' have to lose the corporate mentality and come back to real spirituality. There simply is no faith, she says, or why else would they go after money and political influence. "They want variety with no responsibility. If a nun gets pregnant, she will be thrown out and she will have to raise the child herself. It is good that people are opening up. Let the truth come out." 
Nun’s kin say she informed Delhi Archbishop of abuse by Bishop
https://indianexpress.com/article/india/nuns-kin-say-she-informed-delhi-archbishop-anil-couto-sexual-abuse-by-bishop-franco-mulakkal-5252714/ 

By Shaju Philip, July 10, 2018
CBCI vice-president Bishop Joshua Mar Ignathios said the Conference of Catholic Bishops of India is probing the incident.
Bishop Mulakkal is a member of the Kerala-based Syro-Malabar Catholic Church, but the Kerala Church head Cardinal George Alencherry has argued that Bishop Mulakkal belonged to the province of Delhi Archdiocese and “it was up to them to investigate the matter’’.

Although the Catholic Church has maintained silence on allegations of sexual abuse against Jalandhar Bishop Franco Mulakkal, the family of the victim, a nun, said Monday that she had informed Delhi Archbishop Anil Couto about the alleged abuse.
The diocese of Jalandhar comes under the Delhi Archdiocese. Bishop Mulakkal is a member of the Kerala-based Syro-Malabar Catholic Church, but the Kerala Church head Cardinal George Alencherry has argued that Bishop Mulakkal belonged to the province of Delhi Archdiocese and “it was up to them to investigate the matter’’.

The nun, who is living at her Missionaries of Jesus’ house at Kuravilangad in Kottayam district, said, “My brother would speak on my behalf,’’ she said.

Her brother, a priest, said: “It was in the first week of May this year. Couto visited the Missionaries of Jesus’ house at Kuravilangad. Then, the nun had directly told the bishop about the incident. Couto stated he would investigate. But, nothing has happened so far,’’ he said.

Church magazine calls rape survivors ‘villains’, backs priests with bizarre justifications

https://www.thenewsminute.com/article/church-magazine-calls-rape-survivors-villains-backs-priests-bizarre-justifications-84519  

By Jyotsna Raman, July 10, 2018

“A Catholic nun has alleged that he (the bishop) had sex – natural and unnatural – with her 13 times between 2014 and 2016. Thirteen is believed to be an unlucky number. Recently, we stayed in a cottage at a resort in the Havelock Island in Andaman and Nicobar. We noticed that after cottage number 12, there was 12A, followed by 14. There was no cottage numbered 13.”

The sentence is bizarre, no doubt. But this is the exact line that a Catholic Church magazine has used to discredit the rape allegation that a nun made against a bishop.

‘India Currents’ is a magazine run under the patronage of the Capuchins of Krist Jyoti province of North India, and on their issue dated July 9, they published a piece titled ‘Villains as Victims’ – in response to the multiple allegations of rape filed against the Jalandhar diocese bishop, and several priests of the Orthodox church.

Ironically, the issue in which this was printed dealt with the subject of women’s safety and talked about how India was recently ranked as the most dangerous country in the world for women.

The piece was written by a person called AJ Philip, and attempts to not just play down the two recent cases and whitewash the role of the accused priests, but also questions the victims’ testimonies, and squarely blames them for the rapes.

The piece begins with an unnecessary anecdote, where Philip describes a jovial encounter with the Jalandhar priest and how he helped the author do a memorable story on a soon-to-be canonised priest.

“You may wonder why I narrated these anecdotes,” he writes. “I did so as a disclaimer, because the bishop is now in the news for reasons which do not do him or the church proud.”

Umm, so there should be no investigation against a man accused of raping a nun on 13 occasions, because he helped the author write a story?

Sure.

But the bizarre piece, unfortunately, does not end there. Nor is it the only cringe worthy thing the author says. Throughout the piece, Philip deliberately mixes up allegations of rape with some flawed idea of consensual sex.

Take for instance his description of the sex for silence row that rocked the Kerala Orthodox church. Philip continuously uses the word rape inside single quotes – and the result is a clear attempt to discredit the allegation.

“She is a high school teacher, who deals with hundreds of students everyday ... True, when she began to be ‘raped’ she was not a teacher. She was only 16,” he says.

“In the ordinary circumstances, when such a terrible thing as ‘rape’ happens, is it not usual for the girl to tell her parents, especially her mother? Is it true that the man or boy who ‘raped’ her at age 16 was her own boyfriend who, a few years later, became a priest? Can that be called “rape” by a priest?” he asks.

As his tone becomes more incredulous, Philip says, “In the Orthodox Church, an adult person has to confess his/her sins to the priest at least once a year. The story of the woman in question is that she told the priest about her ‘sin’ and it encouraged him to ‘rape’ her. She kept on confessing and the priests kept on ‘raping’ her! … At no point did this school teacher feel that she was being led up the garden path by some sex-hungry priests.”

Either AJ Philip is not familiar with the power dynamics women are forced to navigate in their everyday lives, or he’s in deliberate denial for his #SavethePriests campaign.

Complaining against authority figures - social, religious or political - requires immense bravery and, more often than not, women are implicitly and explicitly told it’s in their ‘best interest’ to not complain.

And nowhere in the article does Philip speak of the systemic oppression that was probably meted out to the woman, to ensure her silence in this case.
On the second case that has rocked Kerala, the author writes, “To return to the bishop, a Catholic nun has alleged that he had sex – natural and unnatural – with her 13 times between 2014 and 2016. Assuming that what she says is true, can a person who reached the status of Mother General in her religious order be ‘raped’ 13 times? Did she complain after the first, second, third, fourth and fifth rapes?”

Clearly, Philip hasn’t been informed that rapes are usually expressions of power and, no matter how highly ranked a woman is in her field, she is not automatically spared from gender-based violence.

The accused bishop, incidentally, filed a case against the nun claiming that she and her family were harassing him. On this, the author writes, “Once a person becomes a nun or a priest, he or she leaves the family to become part of the larger family of the church. But in this case, the family members are with her through thick and thin. If the bishop had really ‘raped’ her, he would have been vulnerable and would not have dared to take action against her.”

‘Vulnerable’, yes. Of course there are no other words to describe a man in a position of power, accused of raping a woman lower down the hierarchy, 13 times in two years.

He ends his ‘argument’ by saying, “While the police will, hopefully, gather evidence about the 13 rapes which may or may not have happened, the point to be noted is that sex is never a one-sided affair.”

Because, “Billions of men and women copulate every day for reasons I do not have to explain. This has been happening right from the days of Adam and Eve. But a modern-day Eve finds it convenient to claim that she was raped when she is caught in the act.”

This isn’t the first time the church has tried justifying the conduct of its members in the most bizarre ways. When a minor was allegedly raped by a priest and was impregnated by him in 2017, the Kerala Catholic Bishops' Council said that this case is an ‘exception’ among the 9033 catholic priests in Kerala.

The council then puts the blame for sexual violence and child sexual abuse squarely on ‘consumerism’.

“Consumerism is indeed a situation affecting everyone in the world and priests are also in the world. It is in celibacy and in virginity the crisis become apparent first, then it will become a crisis of fidelity in marriage with extramarital and premarital sex. Women are presented as commodity both in media and in advertisements and all commodities as marketed with girls and women where human body is dehumanized,” the council declared.
Police writes to immigration department to prevent any bid by Bishop Mulakkal to leave country
https://www.devdiscourse.com/Article/55274-police-writes-to-immigration-dept-to-prevent-any-bid-by-bishop-mulakkal-to-leave-country/South%20Asia 

July 11, 2018
Police probing the allegation of rape against a bishop of the Jalandhar diocese, has written to the Immigration department to prevent any bid by him to leave the country, a police official said today.
In her complaint to the Kottayam district police chief recently, a nun has charged Bishop Franco Mulakkal with rape and unnatural sex multiple times at a small town near Kottayam between 2014 and 2016.

"We have written to the immigration requesting them not to allow the Bishop to leave the country," a police officer supervising the investigation told PTI.

Apprehension that the bishop, having international connections, may leave the country to evade arrest has prompted police to write such a letter to the immigration department, the official said.

The probe team, which went through the statements given to it and a magistrate by the nun, feels that there was "merit" in the nun’s complaint to interrogate the Bishop, police said.

The probe team had yesterday examined the statements given to it and a judicial first class magistrate under CrPC Section 164.

Meanwhile, sources close to the nun said she had written to Pope Francis on May 14 this year complaining against the Bishop.

In her complaint submitted to the 'Holy See', the nun had alleged that she was "sexually abused and harassed" by the Bishop, the sources said.

Police had said yesterday that the investigating team was planning to go to Jalandhar to interrogate Mulakkal but a decision would be taken after consulting with top officials.

Authorities of the congregation of nuns, to which the victim belongs, has reportedly warned some of its members for supporting her in her fight against the Bishop.

Last week, the nun had complained to the National Commission for Women that the Kerala Police was "not working" in the case as the accused is a "highly linked" person.

NCW chairperson Rekha Sharma had said this after she met the nun at her convent on Saturday.

Sharma met her two days after a magistrate court recorded the nun's statement in the case.

Cops to arrest Bishop Franco Mulakkal soon, airports alerted
http://www.mangalam.com/en-news/detail/232510-kerala-cops-to-arrest-bishop-franco-mulakkal-soon-airports-alerted.html 

July 11, 2018
Archdiocese rejects claim
The Hindu, July 11, 2018
The Archdiocese has rejected the claims by the family of a Kerala nun that she had informed Archbishop Anil Couto about her alleged abuse by a Bishop of the Diocese of Jalandhar.

“I do not know anything about it, and the Archbishop also does not know anything, said Susai Sebastian, Vicar General of the Archdiocese of Delhi. 

According to media reports, the family said the nun had informed Delhi Archbishop Anil Couto about the alleged abuse in Kerala in May this year.

Who is Franco Mulakkal? Police close in on Jalandhar Bishop over nun's rape complaint
https://www.ibtimes.co.in/who-franco-mulakkal-police-close-jalandhar-bishop-over-nuns-rape-complaint-774601
By Jacob Nelly, July 11, 2018
Bishop Franco Mulakkal, who heads the Roman Catholic community in Jalandhar, is facing arrest as the Kerala police have confirmed there is evidence against him in the rape of a nun. Franco Mulakkal, who hails from Kerala, will be the first-ever bishop to be arrested in India if the proceedings against him go ahead.
Who is this bishop who has brought added infamy to the church, which has been reeling from sex abuse allegations for quite some time? Has the church tried to suppress allegations against a member of its senior hierarchy? Why are even nuns in the church subjected to sexual abuse? And, what are the accusations made by the Kerala nun?
The arrest of Bishop Franco looms large as the nun has made a submission in front of a magistrate under Section 164 of the CrPC. She has said she was raped by the Bishop 13 times between 2014 and 2016. The nun also said she was subjected to unnatural sex multiple times. The crime took place when the bishop travelled to Kerala on official purpose but dubiously stayed at a convent where the nun lived.
What Are The Latest Updates?
The Kerala police have confirmed there is prima facie evidence against the bishop. A police team from Kerala is travelling to Jalandhar to interrogate the bishop. The police have said the nun's statement under Section 164 is aligned with her original complaint with the police. A doctor who examined the nun has confirmed that she had been raped.
Local media in Kerala reported that the Kerala police have sought the assistance of Punjab police. The police have issued an airport alert to prevent him fleeing the country.
Who Is Bishop Franco Mulakkal?
Bishop Franco is a high-ranking clergyman from the Syro-Malabar church in Kerala, an independent Catholic church that is affiliated to the Church in Rome. He was born in Kerala in 1964 and was ordained priest in 1990. Franco was made an Auxiliary Bishop in 2009 and he served in Delhi, according to Catholic Hierarchy website. Pope Francis made him a bishop in 2013 and was moved to Jalandhar. Bishop Franco has a PhD in theology and an MA degree from Guru Nanak Dev University, Amritsar.
What Are The Charges Against Franco Mulakkal?
The nun from Kerala, who is also from the Syro-Malabar denomination, says the bishop raped her at her convent in 2014. The sexual violation by the high priest continued over the next two years.
As the complaint against the Franco merged, the bishop allegedly tried to suppress it and persuaded other nuns to file false complaint against the nun.
The relatives of two other nuns from the convent have said the bishop threatened them with ex-communication. The raped nun and others have said the bishop used to send indecent chat messages to them at night.
A priest from the community also said that several nuns in the church had raised allegations of sexual abuse against the bishop.
As the abuse saga unfolded the church leadership was pushed on the defensive. The nun and her family revealed that a complaint had been given to the Major Archbishop of the Syro Malabar Church in Kerala last year but no action was taken against the bishop.
However, Bishop Franco has said all allegations are false and that the nun was wreaking vengeance on him after he ordered a probe into her alleged misdeeds.
Rape complaint: Delay in arrest of Jalandhar Bishop Franco Mulakkal 
https://newsmidnight.com/video/13ZahKR3pcD-Rape-complaint-Delay-in-arrest-of-Jalandhar-Bishop 
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In India, nun accuses bishop of rape
https://www.catholicnewsagency.com/news/in-india-nun-accuses-bishop-of-rape-18008
New Delhi, July 12, 2018
Authorities are investigating Bishop Franco Mulakkal of Jalandhar after a Kerala nun accused him of raping her in 2014 and sexually abusing her on multiple occasions over two years—but the bishop strenuously denies the claims and charges that the nun is accusing him to avoid disciplinary action.
Bishop Mulakkal, 54, heads a Roman Catholic diocese in the northern India state of Punjab. He oversees the alleged victim’s Missionaries of Jesus religious congregation.
The congregation is based in Jalandhar but has a convent in the Diocese of Palai, in Kerala State.
The nun has said the rape took place during the bishop’s May 2014 visit to the convent in Kerala. In a 72-page complaint to police, filed June 29, she alleged that the bishop sexually abused her over a dozen times over two years.
For his part, Bishop Mulakkal has claimed the allegations were made in retaliation against him because he has acted against the nun’s sexual misconduct, the bishop told UCA News. He said the nun was alleged to be having an affair with the husband of her cousin.
“She threatened to quit the order,” the bishop said, claiming that the nun sought a dispensation so that she could marry.
However, she “withdrew the application and continued to threaten me with sex allegations,” the bishop said, in a UCA News report published July 2.
Bishop Mulakkal claimed that when he took action against the nun, her brother threatened to kill him.
Father Peter Kavumkal, the vicar-general of the Jalandhar diocese, told UCA News that the nun’s congregation had planned to dismiss her July 2.
“It is all planned and timed to blackmail the bishop from taking punitive action against her,” the priest charged, claiming that the diocese went to police first.
Fr. Kavumkal filed a June 22 complaint in both Punjab and Kerala, charging blackmail and threatening the life of the bishop.
The case has prompted various media reports and rumors, with the Times of India reporting that a prime witness for the bishop’s complaint has told the investigating officials that the bishop intimidated him into writing the threatening letter. There are conflicting reports about whether the bishop will be interrogated soon, and some reports indicate the nun has submitted to authorities text messages from the bishop as evidence.
The International Business Times of India makes other claims against the bishop, reporting that other nuns have said the bishop encouraged them to file false charges against his accuser, that there are allegations of sexual abuse from several nuns, and that the bishop sent indecent messages to his accuser and others. However, the newspaper did not provide a source for those allegations.
A police official said the nun was standing by her accusations and would be subjected to medical tests to determine whether she had been sexually assaulted.
Pope Benedict XVI had named Bishop Mulakkal to become Auxiliary Bishop of Delhi in 2009. In June 2013, Pope Francis appointed him Bishop of Jullundur. Fewer than one percent of the diocese’s approximately 19.3 million people are Catholic, the website Catholic Hierarchy says.
The nun is part of the Kerala-based Syro-Malabar Catholic Church, an Eastern Catholic Church in union with Rome.
The case also could involve Cardinal George Alencherry, who is both head of the Syro-Malabar Catholic Church and Archbishop of the Syro-Malabar Archdiocese of Ernakulam-Angamaly.


A lay group in the Archdiocese of Ernakulam-Angamaly, called the Movement for Transparency, has filed a police complaint charging that Cardinal George Alencherry received the nun’s complaint six months ago but failed to report it to the police.
That claim follows other accusations against the cardinal.
In November 2017 the Archdiocese of Ernakulam-Angamaly’s canonical presbyteral council publicly accused Cardinal Alencherry of involvement of dubious land deals. The council’s representatives charged that the cardinal, two senior priests and a real estate agent sold land at undervalued prices, for a loss of $10 million. They accused the cardinal of bypassing the canonical body’s authority.
In June the Vatican bypassed the Syro-Malabar Church’s synod and suspended the administrative powers of the archdiocese’s two auxiliary bishops, all archdiocesan offices, and the archdiocesan council. A Vatican letter said Cardinal Alencherry "should absolutely not be involved" in any decisions, UCA News reports.
It tasked the new administrator with auditing the archdiocese through an independent agency and sending the results to the Vatican confidentially. The new administrator must also determine the responsibility of those “who have wounded church unity with unfounded allegations, lacking the spirit of obedience and ecclesial sense.”
Pope Francis appointed Bishop Jacob Manathodath of Palghat as the archdiocese’s apostolic administrator.
'We are under his authority,' congregation tells nun who accused Bishop of rape

https://www.timesnownews.com/mirror-now/crime/article/missionaries-of-jesus-congregation-sends-letter-nun-accusation-rape-against-bishop-franco-mulakkal/253661 

Kottayam, July 13, 2018

Shocking details have emerged in a case where a nun had accused the bishop of the Roman Catholic Diocese in Punjab's Jalandhar, of rape. In her complaint, the victim had alleged that she was raped by the bishop multiple times between 2014 and 2016 when she was at a convent near Kuravilangad in the state of Kerala. In an exclusive copy, Mirror Now has procured a letter that was sent to the victim's sister by the Missionaries of Jesus of which the victim is also a part. It is being presumed that the purpose of the letter was to deter the nun from furthering a legal case against the bishop. "We all are under his authority and need his support for the very existence of congregation," said the letter. It also acknowledged how the nun had “some problems” with the accused bishop.
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Formerly posted at the Jalandhar diocese along with the accused, the victim who was also a former mother superior of the convent had accused Bishop Franco Mulakkal of sexually assaulting her several times. Police officials told media that the bishop was the first one to file a complaint in this case where he had accused six people including the victim of threatening him. Mulakkal had claimed that the nun had threatened him as retaliation for transferring her on disciplinary grounds. The bishop has also claimed that he will prove his innocence in a court of law.
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A former spokesperson of the Syro-Malabar Church had told media last week that the matter should have been resolved within the ecclesiastical circles of the diocese without making a public scandal out of it. As of now, the bishop has been charged with sections of the IPC corresponding to rape and unnatural sex. Meanwhile, police are still probing and are expected to furnish more evidence in regards to the case.

Priests, laity of Roman Catholic Church to seek removal of Bishop Franco Mulakkal from pastoral duties
http://www.newindianexpress.com/states/kerala/2018/jul/13/priests-laity-of-roman-catholic-church-to-seek-removal-of-bishop-franco-mulakkal-from-pastoral-duti-1842461.html
By Abhilash Chandran, Kottayam, July 13, 2018
Even as a rape complaint filed by a nun against Bishop Franco Mulakkal of the Jalandhar diocese has rocked the Syro-Malabar and Latin Catholic churches, the priests and laity of the Roman Catholic Church are planning to send a mass petition to the Apostolic Nuncio to India and the Catholic Bishops’ Conference of India (CBCI) seeking removal of Mulakkal from pastoral responsibilities. The petition is being circulated among the priests and laity for collecting signatures under the aegis of Indian Christian Women’s Movement.
The letter, a copy of which is with Express, will be sent to Archbishop Giambattista Diquattro, the Apostolic Nuncio to India, and Cardinal Oswald Gracias, president of the CBCI, having the subject of ‘the alleged abuse of a religious sister by the bishop of Jalandhar diocese’, requests the intervention of both the authorities in protecting the interest of the victim and take action against the accused.

The letter says, “In view of the mud-slinging the bishop and his priests on the one hand and the aggrieved sister and her family on the other and now that the case has gone to the courts, we would urge you to please advise Pope Francis to relieve the bishop concerned of his pastoral responsibilities, so the Church is seen to actually practice the ‘zero tolerance’ it professes to observe in abuse cases.”

The letter also stated “With the accused bishop continuing to remain in his position as Bishop of Jalandhar diocese, it will erode the faith of the people in the credibility of the Church to implement its policy of zero tolerance and act justly in abuse matters.”

The letter also raises some points about ensuring the safety of women and children in the Church as well as grooming responsible and good priests. “At its root, sexual abuse is ultimately not about sexuality or celibacy, but about the gross misuse of the disproportionate power assigned to clergy,” it said.

In an email communication sent by Virginia Saldanha of the Indian Christian Women’s Movement, to the laity, she called upon the women’s community to work to rid the Church of evil. She also expressed concern over the reports the nun was cooking up the rape story.

The representative of Jalandhar Bishop Franco Mulakkal has met State Police Chief Loknath Behera and requested him to conduct an impartial inquiry into the rape allegation levelled against the bishop by a nun. Fr Peter met Behera and is learnt to have conveyed to the police head the allegation against the bishop was phoney. Behera told the representative to contact Kottayam SP who is heading the probe.

168 sign letter calling for removal of bishop accused of raping nun

http://www.catholicherald.co.uk/news/2018/07/14/168-sign-letter-calling-for-removal-of-bishop-accused-of-raping-nun/
By Catholic News Service, New Delhi, July 14, 2018
Catholic and other leaders have urged that a bishop accused of raping an Indian Catholic nun be removed from his position.
Ucanews.com reported that in a July 12 letter to Cardinal Oswald Gracias of Mumbai, president of the Catholic Bishops’ Conference of India, and another of the same date to Archbishop Giambattista Diquattro, apostolic nuncio to India, 168 people asked for action against Bishop Franco Mulakkal of Jalandhar.
The unidentified nun, a member of the Missionaries of Jesus, complained to police on June 29 of being raped in May 2014 and then sexually abused multiple times over the following two years by Bishop Mulakkal, ucanews.com reported. The bishop is patron of the congregation.

The letter asked Archbishop Diquattro to “advise Pope Francis to relieve the bishop concerned of his pastoral responsibilities so that the Church is seen to actually practice the zero tolerance it professes to observe in abuse cases.”

The signatories include representatives of the Indian Theological Association, a forum of Catholic theologians; the Forum of Religious for Justice and Peace, an advocacy group for women religious; the Indian Christian Women’s Movement, a national conference of women religious and others; and the interdenominational United Christian Forum for Human Rights.

The accused continuing in his position as bishop of Jalandhar “will erode the faith of the people in the credibility of the Church to implement its policy of zero tolerance and act justly in abuse matters,” both letters said.

Police have begun to investigate the bishop over the alleged assault that was said to have occurred when he visited a convent in the Diocese of Palai in Kerala state, in southwest India.

The nun alleged that the bishop harassed her when she resisted sexual abuse. She and her family claim that Church authorities have ignored their complaints.

Bishop Mulakkal told media the accusation arose only after Church authorities began disciplinary action following allegations that the nun was having sexual relations with her cousin’s husband.

The signatories said they are “concerned about the mud-slinging” between the bishop and priests in his diocese and the nun and her family. This has “turned the Church into an object of ridicule,” causing “a lot of harm … to the faith of the people of God” as well as to the “integrity and mission” of the Church, they said.

The letter to Cardinal Gracias said the representations made by the nun to the bishops “have brought no response, raising issues about the credibility” of the bishops’ guidelines on dealing with sexual harassment.

It asked the cardinal to ensure that dioceses “publicize and create adequate awareness” about the guidelines and “institute the structures and procedures” to address allegations of sexual misconduct without delay.

“Sexual abuse is ultimately not about sexuality or celibacy, but about the gross misuse of the disproportionate power assigned to clergy,” the signatories said.

“Pope Francis has shown the way by holding accused bishops accountable even at risk to the reputation of the church. We look to our bishops to follow his example,” they said.

Letters urge Catholic officials to remove Indian bishop accused of rape
https://cruxnow.com/global-church/2018/07/14/letters-urge-catholic-officials-to-remove-indian-bishop-accused-of-rape/
By Catholic News Service, New Delhi, July 14, 2018
Catholic and other leaders have urged that a bishop accused of raping an Indian Catholic nun be removed from his position.
Ucanews.com reported that in a July 12 letter to Cardinal Oswald Gracias of Mumbai, president of the Catholic Bishops’ Conference of India, and another of the same date to Archbishop Giambattista Diquattro, apostolic nuncio to India, 168 people asked for action against Bishop Franco Mulakkal of Jalandhar.

The unidentified nun, a member of the Missionaries of Jesus, complained to police June 29 of being raped in May 2014 and then sexually abused multiple times over the following two years by Mulakkal, ucanews.com reported. The bishop is patron of the congregation.

The letter asked Diquattro to “advise Pope Francis to relieve the bishop concerned of his pastoral responsibilities so that the Church is seen to actually practice the zero tolerance it professes to observe in abuse cases.”

The signatories include representatives of the Indian Theological Association, a forum of Catholic theologians; the Forum of Religious for Justice and Peace, an advocacy group for women religious; the Indian Christian Women’s Movement, a national conference of women religious and others; and the interdenominational United Christian Forum for Human Rights.

The accused continuing in his position as bishop of Jalandhar “will erode the faith of the people in the credibility of the Church to implement its policy of zero tolerance and act justly in abuse matters,” both letters said.

Police have begun to investigate the bishop over the alleged assault that was said to have occurred when he visited a convent in the Diocese of Palai in Kerala state, in southwest India.

The nun alleged that the bishop harassed her when she resisted sexual abuse. She and her family claim that Church authorities have ignored their complaints.

Mulakkal told media the accusation arose only after Church authorities began disciplinary action following allegations that the nun was having sexual relations with her cousin’s husband.

The signatories said they are “concerned about the mud-slinging” between the bishop and priests in his diocese and the nun and her family. This has “turned the Church into an object of ridicule,” causing “a lot of harm … to the faith of the people of God” as well as to the “integrity and mission” of the Church, they said.

The letter to Gracias said the representations made by the nun to the bishops “have brought no response, raising issues about the credibility” of the bishops’ guidelines on dealing with sexual harassment.

It asked the cardinal to ensure that dioceses “publicize and create adequate awareness” about the guidelines and “institute the structures and procedures” to address allegations of sexual misconduct without delay.

“Sexual abuse is ultimately not about sexuality or celibacy, but about the gross misuse of the disproportionate power assigned to clergy,” the signatories said.

“Pope Francis has shown the way by holding accused bishops accountable even at risk to the reputation of the Church. We look to our bishops to follow his example,” they said.

'I was raped, threatened': Kerala nun who accused bishop tells Missionaries of Jesus

The nun had said in the police complaint that the bishop, Franco Mulakkal, had sexually abused her since 2014.

https://www.thenewsminute.com/article/i-was-raped-threatened-kerala-nun-who-accused-bishop-tells-missionaries-jesus-84747 
July 14, 2018
In yet another twist in the case in which a nun was allegedly raped by a Catholic bishop, Fr Franco Mulakkal, a letter written by the survivor to the Missionaries of Jesus has surfaced. In the letter written to the Roman Catholic religious order for women, the survivor has accused the priest of raping and threatening her.  

According to reports, she has also alleged that even though she had written to the Mother General about the incident, no action was taken and that this is why she had written the letter.

“The Mother General of the convent has instead supported the bishop. The rights and dignity of nuns should be ensured in convents; many have left when they lost both. The situation has become such that only those who please the bishop and the Mother General can continue in the convent. Others are treated poorly,” the letter says.

The letter also alleges that four nuns had to face severe threats and bad behaviour from the bishop. Franco Mulakkal is the bishop of the Roman Catholic Diocese of Jalandhar in Punjab,

Another bishop of diocese meanwhile told Asianet News that he was also threatened for supporting the nun who has complained against the bishop. "Lies were propagated against me. I was subjected to mental harassment and was threatened to give a false statement against the nun," he alleged.

The 44-year-old Catholic nun approached the state police in June accusing the bishop of rape, after her complaint to the church went unnoticed.

The nun is currently posted in Kottayam district of the state. She has accused the bishop of sexually abusing her since 2014.  She filed the complaint to the Kottayam SP on June 29 in which she has alleged that the bishop sexually abused her multiple times.
My conscience is clear, says Jalandhar bishop 
https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/ludhiana/my-conscience-is-clear-says-jalandhar-bishop/articleshow/64993256.cms 

By I. P. Singh, Jalandhar, July 15, 2018
[Content not copiable]

Nun told me about ordeal: Pala bishop 
Times of India, Kottayam, July 15, 2018
The Bishop of the Syro-Malabar diocese of Pala Joseph Kallarangatt has confirmed that the nun who has raised rape allegations against Jalandhar-based Catholic bishop Franco Mulakkal, had met him and told him about the ordeal she was facing in the convent.

The bishop, on Saturday, gave a statement to the investigation team. Police said the nun had told the bishop that the “atmosphere in the convent was not pleasant and that she was under severe stress.”

However the bishop failed to recollect the date when the nun had approached him. The bishop had also advised her to inform the heads of her church.

Kottayam SP Hari Sankar said the probe team will have to record the statement of the vicar, the cardinal and two former nuns before leaving for Jalandhar to quiz the rape-accused bishop. The statement of two former nuns are crucial in the case. One of them is in Kochi and the other person is in Bihar.
Rape case: Kerala cops to question Bishop in Jalandhar
https://www.tribuneindia.com/news/nation/rape-case-kerala-cops-to-question-bishop-in-jalandhar/620801.html
By Deepkamal Kaur, Jalandhar, July 15, 2018
A team of the Kerala police will be visiting the city next week to interrogate Bishop Franco Mulakkal, Catholic Bishop of Punjab and Himachal Pradesh, against whom they had registered an FIR for allegedly raping a nun. 
Now based in Kerala, the victim was earlier superior general of a congregation, Missionaries of Jesus, Jalandhar Cantonment. Confirming the development over the phone, Hari Sankar, District Police Chief, Kottayam, said: “We have already been working on collecting evidence in the case. The 13 occasions, mentioned by the nun regarding abuse by the Bishop, tally with his visitor log book entries at the convent. We have been told that the Bishop was also sending her indecent messages.”
The Kerala police have taken the mobile phones of both the nun and the Bishop into custody. When contacted, Bishop Franco said: “I have never sent any personal message to the nun. I always made calls for official works whenever I had to. My relation with her was limited only to work. The complainant has smartly filed the complaint after checking dates from the log book. I will be glad to give my version to the Kerala police.”
With cross-FIR filed by the Bishop against the nun, there are allegations and counter-allegations between the two.
The Bishop said: “How can I rape her 13 times over two years (2014-16) and she would still be happily accompanying me to religious programmes?” 
The Tribune talked to Father Sebastian Pallasery, a cousin of the nun in Kerala. He said: “The victim is under depression. She is a nun and he was the authority. She kept bearing it till she finally gathered courage to say no. That was in 2016 and the Bishop never went there after that.”
Vatican not rushing to act against nun-rape accused bishop
https://cathnews.co.nz/2018/07/16/vatican-nun-rape-bishop/
July 16, 2018
Nun wrote to Alencherry about mental, sexual harassment 
https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/kochi/nun-wrote-to-alencherry-about-mental-sexual-harassment/articleshow/65003403.cms
Idukki, July 16, 2018

[Content not copiable]
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“My conscience is clear” says Bishop accused of raping nun
http://www.catholicherald.co.uk/news/2018/07/17/my-conscience-is-clear-says-bishop-accused-of-raping-nun/
July 17, 2018
An Indian bishop accused a raping a nun has once again denied the allegations against him, saying his “conscience is clear”.
Bishop Franco Mulakkal of Jalandhar told the Times of India that his accuser targeted him because he was investigating whether she was having an affair with her cousin’s husband.

The nun is a member of the Mission of Jesus Sisters house at Jalandhar. Her cousin’s family made the complaint against her in 2016, and the bishop asked the order’s superior to investigate.

“Had I not asked her to investigate the complaint, it would have amounted to a cover-up and the complainant could have put us in the dock,” the bishop said.

The nun submitted a 72-page report to police on June 29, detailing 13 alleged instances of abuse between 2014 and 2016. Bishop Mulakkal admits being in the convent when the alleged assaults took place, but says he was in a different room.

He also said the nun voluntarily accompanied him after the alleged incidents took place. “Would a victim go around with her rapist or go to the latter’s home? She visited my house when a jubilee function was held in Kerala in 2015 and then also when my mother passed away in November 2015,” he said.

The Times of India has also published a letter from the nun to Cardinal George Alencherry in which she says 15 members have left her community due to a “moral and spiritual dilemma” cause by Bishop Mulakkal. The letter, dated July 11, 2017, does not make specific accusations of rape.

“The bishop used malicious words while talking to sisters and his mobile messages to sisters contained vulgar words with sexual tones. I have some mobile messages that can be used as evidence,” the nun wrote.

“Many of his expressions cannot be written down due to their abusive nature and it is not suitable for a bishop to use such words. It is reasonable for us to seek assistance from civil authorities. Being a religious congregation, we thought that it is not good to give pain to our Mother Church.”

India bishop accused of rape says ‘conscience is clear’ as police continue probe
https://cruxnow.com/global-church/2018/07/17/india-bishop-accused-of-rape-says-conscience-is-clear-as-police-continue-probe/
By Nirmala Carvalho, Mumbai, July 17, 2018
A bishop accused of raping a nun in India says his “conscience is clear,” as the authorities investigate the allegations.
Speaking to the Times of India on Saturday, Bishop Franco Mulakkal of Jalandhar said he is being targeted by his accuser because he began an investigation into an alleged affair the nun had with the husband of her own cousin.

The nun was posted at the Mission of Jesus Sisters (MSJ) house in Jalandhar in 2016 when her cousin’s family made the complaint, and the superior of the order consulted with Mulakkal about the case.

“I told her to follow procedure,” the bishop told the newspaper. “Had I not asked her to investigate the complaint, it would have amounted to a cover-up and the complainant could have put us in the dock.”

[The superior of the MSJ order confirmed the story with the Times of India.]

The nun went to the police on June 29 with her accusations and submitted a 72-page statement. According to police reports, the nun produced documentation and other evidence for her case. Police authorities said she provided details of 13 instances when she was allegedly abused by the accused from 2014-2016.

Jalandhar is in India’s northwestern Punjab state, although many of the clergy and religious are from Kerala, which is also the home of the alleged victim.

Mulakkal admits to being in the convent in Kuravilangad in Kerala when the alleged assaults took place, but insists he was in a room especially set aside for visiting clergy.

“My predecessors, Symphorian Keeprath and Anil Couto [currently Archbishop of Delhi], also stayed in the same room whenever they visited Kerala. In fact, the property was purchased by the Diocese of Jalandhar to provide a place for priests from Kerala going back home,” the bishop told the Times of India. “There are entries in the logbook that I stayed there 13 times and the number has been cited in her complaint.”

Mulakkal also said his accuser often voluntarily accompanied him after she alleges he raped her.

“Would a victim go around with her rapist or go to the latter’s home? She visited my house when a jubilee function was held in Kerala in 2015 and then also when my mother passed away in November 2015,” the bishop said.

“If she was a victim, she could have asked for a transfer from a place where she was suffering but she did not ask for one ever. I challenge her to bring out any evidence that she sought transfer out of the convent to some other place. Rather, it was I who was transferring her, which she was resisting,” Mulakkal said.

Meanwhile, the Times of India also received a copy of the letter the nun sent to Cardinal George Alencherry on July 11, 2017, although the cardinal earlier this year denied having seen it.

Alencherry is the head of the Syro-Malabar Church, an Eastern-rite Catholic jurisdiction headquartered in Kerala. Mulakkal’s alleged victim is a member of the Church.

In the letter, the nun made no rape accusation but made mention of a “moral and spiritual dilemma” caused by the bishop that was so severe 15 of the sisters had left the order in just three years.

“The bishop used malicious words while talking to sisters and his mobile messages to sisters contained vulgar words with sexual tones. I have some mobile messages that can be used as evidence,” she wrote in her letter. “Many of his expressions cannot be written down due to their abusive nature and it is not suitable for a bishop to use such words. It is reasonable for us to seek assistance from civil authorities. Being a religious congregation, we thought that it is not good to give pain to our Mother Church.”

In the letter, the nun admits she thought of leaving the congregation rather than deal with Mulakkal anymore, and that the bishop phoned her and sent her messages with malicious intent.

“I shared the matter with fathers and sisters (of the congregation) and they advised me to approach higher authorities of the Church. I may not be able to write about everything in detail but I want to meet the major archbishop,” the letter said.

The letter stated that Pala Bishop Joseph Kallarangatt advised the nun to go to the cardinal, which Kallarangatt confirmed to the police happened.

Although the bishop said he could not recall the date, he told authorities the nun told him the “atmosphere in the convent was not pleasant and that she was under stress.”

Kottayam District Police Chief Hari Sankar told the Press Trust of India he expects to travel to Jalandhar this week.

He said the nun’s testimony was credible, but the police “will act only after they are fully convinced.”

When the accusation was made public, Cardinal Oswald Gracias of the Archdiocese of Bombay - and President of the Catholic Bishops’ Conference of India - said justice must take its course.

“An internal investigation will be initiated by the competent authorities and due process according to the norms of Canon law,” he told Crux.
Kerala nun’s rape charge: Church has guidelines on sexual abuse but most Catholics don’t know this
https://scroll.in/article/886782/kerala-nuns-rape-charge-church-has-guidelines-on-sexual-abuse-but-most-catholics-dont-know-this
By T.A. Ameerudheen, July 17, 2018
In the wake of a Catholic nun levelling charges of rape against a bishop last month, various Catholic organisations have accused the Church of failing to ensure justice for victims of sexual abuse. This despite the Church having framed a document titled “Guidelines to deal with sexual harassment at the workplace” in 2017, they say.
On June 27, the nun filed a police complaint accusing the head of the Jalandhar diocese, Bishop Franco Mulakkal, of raping her 13 times between 2014 and 2016. A member of the Jalandhar-based Missionaries of Jesus congregation, the nun claimed the bishop had raped her at a convent in Kuravilangadu, Kerala, where she was stationed. 
She also said she had no choice but to go to the police after Church authorities ignored her complaints and took no action against the priest. Denying the charges, Mulakkal has accused the nun of taking revenge on him for ordering an inquiry into a complaint that she was having an affair.

The Catholic Church was rocked by a similar controversy in February 2017 when a priest, Mathew Vadakkancheril, from Kannur in Kerala was arrested for raping and impregnating a 16-year-old girl, who later gave birth to a child. The priest is facing trial under the Protection of Children from Sexual Offences Act. Two nuns were also arrested for allegedly trying to hush up the matter even as the victim’s father accused Church authorities of forcing him to confess to the crime to shield the priest.
Published by the Catholic Bishops’ Conference of India on September 14, the guidelines aim to provide a safe work environment for women in organisations under the Church and suggest ways to deal with offenders. But many members both of the clergy and the congregation said they have never heard of these.

In this backdrop, leading Catholic personalities submitted a memorandum to Catholic Bishops’ Conference of India president Cardinal Oswald Gracias last week urging him to take steps to create awareness about the guidelines. Signed by 74 lay persons, 74 nuns and 28 priests from across the country, the memorandum also demanded that structures and procedures to deal with sexual abuse cases be put in place, and that the cardinal recommend to the pope that the accused bishop be relieved of his pastoral responsibilities.

The guidelines
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According to the guidelines, every diocese or province of a religious congregation that employs 10 or more people must form an internal complaints committee. The guidelines lay down the composition of the committee, procedures for registering complaints, methods of investigation, and ways to report to higher authorities.

After accepting a complaint, the internal committee is advised to listen to both the complainant and the accused, and complete its inquiry and submit a report to a diocesan or provincial complaints committee within three months. The diocesan and provincial committees must act on the report, with the consent of the bishop or provincial superior, within 90 days.
Lack of clarity, awareness
In the wake of the nun’s allegations, many have asked if convents and religious congregations can be defined as workplaces, and whether the guidelines would apply to them.
Virginia Saldanha, former executive secretary of the Federation of Asian Bishops’ Conferences Office of Laity and one of the signatories to the memorandum, said there should be no confusion as “of course, convents are the places where nuns work”.

Jose Kavi, editor of Matters India, a website that prominently covers Church-related matters, agreed. “There is no doubt that nuns will come under the guidelines,” Kavi said. “It [convent] is their work place.”

The guidelines came with a message from Cardinal Baselios Cleemis, president of the Catholic Bishops’ Conference of India at the time, asking priests, religious and lay leaders to implement the policies in their fields of service. Yet, a year on, the majority of Catholics are ignorant about the document. “Not many people know about the CBCI’s guidelines to deal with sexual harassment at [the] work place,” said Saldanha.
Several priests too told Scroll.in, on condition of anonymity, that they had not heard of the guidelines.

Saldanha added, “The Church should inform the public about it. Rules should be formulated to protect people and not to hide from them.”

Kavi, too, said “the Church should inform the public and priests about the guidelines” and strictly follow these.

No church action
Many say the nun’s case shows the need for greater transparency and a more assertive role by the Church in dealing with incidents of sexual abuse.
In an interview to the Malayalam newspaper Mathrubhumi, the nun said she approached the police after her complaints to Ernakulam-Angamaly Archbishop George Alencherry, Bishop Joseph Kallarangatt, who heads the Pala diocese in Kerala, and the mother superior of her congregation did not result in any action against the accused bishop.
Alencherry’s office denied the nun’s claims, but on Sunday she released a copy of the letter she had written to the cardinal on July 11, 2017.

Vaikom Deputy Superintendent of Police K Subhash, the investigating officer in the case, said on Saturday that Kallarangatt had given a statement saying he had received a complaint from the nun.
The nun claimed that in response to her complaint, her mother superior had issued her a warning letter. “The letter described me and those who are supporting me as rebels who are trying to tarnish the image of the bishop,” she said.

Saldanha said the Church’s inaction raises many questions. “Are they aware that there existed guidelines to prevent sexual abuse at Church-run institutions?” she asked. “Are they aware of the seriousness of her complaint and have their dioceses put structures to implement the guidelines?”
According to Kavi, the nun’s experience shows the Church wanted to silence the victim. “It is not a healthy practice,” he said. “The Church [in India] should learn how the Church in the United States and many European countries went bust after they covered up sexual abuse cases. The Church should weed out the menace instead of covering it up.”

Father Augustine Vattoli of the Ernakulam-Angamaly archdiocese said he did not understand why Alencherry had not responded to the nun’s complaint. “It is the duty of a priest to stand with the victim and get them justice,” he said.

The memorandum exhorted the Church leadership not to take a silent or indifferent stand while dealing with allegations of sexual abuse, and also to be more attentive to the selection of candidates for priesthood.

Saldanha said times are changing and the Church must change as well. “In the past, one could come out easily by putting the blame on women,” she said. “It is high time the Church changed its ways to deal with sexual abuse cases. Else, it will lose its credibility.”
The spokesperson of the Catholic Bishops’ Conference of India did not respond to Scroll.in’s requests for comment.

Indian bishop accused in sex assault

https://www.catholicregister.org/home/international/item/27693-indian-bishop-accused-in-sex-assault 

New Delhi, July 17, 2018
Catholic and other leaders have urged that a bishop accused of sexually assaulting an Indian Catholic nun be removed from his position.

In July 12 letters to Cardinal Oswald Gracias, president of the Catholic Bishops’ Conference of India, and to Archbishop Giambattista Diquattro, apostolic nuncio to India, 168 people asked for action against Bishop Franco Mulakkal of Jalandhar, ucanews.com reported.
The unidentified nun, a member of the Missionaries of Jesus, complained to police June 29 of being raped in May 2014 and then sexually abused multiple times over the following two years by Mulakkal, ucanews.com reported. The bishop is patron of the congregation.
The letter asked Diquattro to “advise Pope Francis to relieve the bishop concerned of his pastoral responsibilities so that the Church is seen to actually practice the zero tolerance it professes to observe in abuse cases.”
The signatories include representatives of the Indian Theological Association, a forum of Catholic theologians; the Forum of Religious for Justice and Peace, an advocacy group for women religious; the Indian Christian Women’s Movement, a national conference of women religious and others; and the interdenominational United Christian Forum for Human Rights. 
The accused continuing in his position as bishop of Jalandhar “will erode the faith of the people in the credibility of the Church to implement its policy of zero tolerance and act justly in abuse matters,” both letters said.
Police have begun to investigate the bishop over the alleged assault that was said to have occurred when he visited a convent in the Diocese of Palai in Kerala state, in southwest India.

The nun alleged that the bishop harassed her when she resisted sexual abuse. She and her family claim that Church authorities have ignored their complaints. 
Mulakkal told media the accusation arose only after Church authorities began disciplinary action following allegations that the nun was having sexual relations with her cousin’s husband.
The signatories said they are “concerned about the mud-slinging” between the bishop and priests in his diocese and the nun and her family. This has “turned the Church into an object of ridicule,” causing “a lot of harm ... to the faith of the people of God” as well as to the “integrity and mission” of the Church, they said.
Rape-accused Franco Mulakkal resigns as bishop of Jalandhar diocese, says only 'divine intervention' can bring out truth
https://www.firstpost.com/india/franco-mulakkal-steps-down-as-bishop-of-jalandhar-diocese-following-rape-charges-says-only-divine-intervention-can-bring-out-truth-5189381.html
September 15, 2018

Rape accused bishop of Jalandhar diocese, Franco Mulakkal has stepped down from his position in the church amid growing outrage over lack of action against him even after over 7o days since a 44-year-old nun accused him of raping her.
Mulakkal will hand over charges of the diocese as the police indicated that it could move court for his custodial interrogation. NDTV reported that the decision was taken with the church's consent after Mulakkal faced severe media backlash for questioning the character of the survivor. The TV channel, quoting sources, said that Mulakkal will move court to obtain an anticipatory bail.

Mulakkal also released a statement seeking prayers for himself, the nun and her supporters and said that perhaps only a divine intervention could bring out the truth now. He said that he was ready for a death sentence even if he was found one percent guilty.
Mulakkal had earlier refused to step down from his post. "I will not step down because that is what those behind the allegations want, why should I play into their hands," The Indian Express reported him as saying.

Meanwhile, social activist Indulekha Joseph said that the move was a case of too little, too late but she welcomed it nonetheless. She said that the next logical step should be that Mulakkal cooperates with the investigating authorities.
A group of nuns supporting the survivor had been protesting in Kerala demanding Mulakkal's arrest and that he steps down from his position.

Mulakkal's decision to quit comes days after the survivor sought urgent intervention of the Vatican for justice and demanded the former's removal as the head of the Jalandhar diocese.

The nun had questioned why the church was "closing its eyes to the truth" when she mustered courage to make public her sufferings even as a section of the religious Catholic organisations indulged in victim-shaming and sided with Mulakkal.

In a scathing letter to the Vatican that was made available to the media Tuesday, the nun also asked will the church be able to give back what she has lost. She alleged that Mulakkal was using "political and money power" to bury the case against him. She had accused the clergyman of sexually assaulting her repeatedly between 2014 and 2016.

The bishop had, however, dismissed the allegations as "baseless and concocted", insisting she leveled those charges as he had ordered action against her and the Catholic order had rejected her demand for favours.

He said that the nun had an illicit relationship with one of her relatives following which he had ordered an internal probe against her. He alleged that the nun even considered leaving the congregation and getting married.

However, supporters of the nun have termed this episode an attempt to shame the victim.

Earlier, in a separate but related development, the Kerala Police had registered a case against Missionaries of Jesus, the congregation to which the survivor belongs, for releasing her photograph to the media. The congregation, which has been firmly supporting Mulakkal, put out the photograph in a release issued to the media to publish the findings of its enquiry commission, which looked into the nun's allegations.

It claimed that the photograph was taken on 23 May, 2015, when the nun was attending a private function along with Mulakkal. They claimed that the nun had attended several such functions with Mulakkal.

In a press release, the congregation accused the victim, her five fellow nuns and four others of conspiring against the bishop. It alleged that the nuns had "violated the discipline of the congregation" several times and even refused to renew their vows — a very important step in the life of a nun in a convent.

Framing charges against the nuns, the enquiry commission said the congregation was convinced that they were under the influence of "atheists" and their thoughts.

It claimed that the visitors' register, a key evidence for establishing Mulakkal's presence in the convent in Kuravilangad where the victim nun lived, was handled by a nun very close to her and they might have tampered with it.

It also accused the victim and her fellow nuns of forcibly shifting to their room the control system of the CCTV cameras from that of Mother Superior. This, the release said, was done to destroy evidence that could reveal their role in the "conspiracy" against the bishop.

The enquiry report was released two days after Kerala police asked Mulakkal to appear before the probe team on 19 September.
UPDATE DECEMBER 2018

There has been a deluge of stories on the accused Bishop in the media over the past three months.

I select only a few of them for this update.

Rose petals, garland: Rousing welcome for rape accused bishop Mulakkal in Jalandhar
https://www.deccanchronicle.com/nation/current-affairs/181018/rose-petals-showered-at-rape-accused-bishop-franco-mulakkal-jaladhar.html 
Chandigarh, October 18, 2018
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Roman Catholic bishop Franco Mulakkal, who faces allegations of raping a nun, received a rousing welcome from his supporters when he reached Jalandhar after being released on bail by a Kerala court.
Mulakkal smiled as followers showered rose petals and garlanded him. Till a few weeks ago, he held charge as the bishop of the Jalandhar diocese.

The bishop, who was escorted by Punjab police personnel, did not talk to the media.
He was granted conditional bail by the Kerala High Court on Monday, and released from a jail near Kottayam a day later.

He was arrested on September 21 after being accused of repeatedly raping and sexually abusing a nun between 2014 and 2016.

As the demands for his arrest grew, the Vatican temporarily relieved him of all pastoral responsibilities as the bishop of the Jalandhar Diocese of the Missionaries of Jesus.

While granting bail, the court had directed him to surrender his passport and not to enter home state Kerala except for appearing before the probe officer once in two weeks.

In her complaint to the Kottayam Police in June, the nun had alleged that Bishop Mulakkal raped her at a guest house in May 2014 and later sexually exploited her on several occasions. The nun said in her complaint that she had to approach the police as the church authorities did not act on her repeated complaints.

Mulakkal, however, has denied the charges as "baseless and concocted," insisting she levelled them as the Catholic order had rejected her demands for favours.
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Kerala nun rape | Father Kuriakose, key witness against Bishop Franco, found dead in Jalandhar
https://www.thestatesman.com/india/kerala-nun-rape-father-kuriakose-key-witness-bishop-franco-found-dead-jalandhar-1502699335.html
By Sheji S. Edathara, October 22, 2018
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Days after Bishop Franco Mulakkal returns to Jalandhar after getting conditional bail, Father Kuriakose Kattuthara, a key witness in the Kerala nun rape case was found dead under mysterious circumstances in his personal room in St. Mary’s Church in Dasuya on Monday.
Father Kattuthara, 60, was known for vociferously speaking against Mulakkal. The exact cause of his death is not known yet.

Father Kuriakose had earlier openly said that he had been getting death threats and that the church officials were tormenting him ever since he testified against Bishop Franco.

Meanwhile, family members of Father Kuriakose have alleged foul play in his death. An FIR was filed with the Alappuzha Police on Monday seeking inquiry into his death.

Bishop Franco Mulakkal has expressed sadness over the sudden demise of Father Kuriakose, a statement by Jalandhar Diocese said.

Father Kuriakose has served in the Diocese of Jalandhar in various capacities as Parish Priest, Professor, Director, Chaplain to convents etc. He was instrumental in preparing the Punjabi Missal for the local Church.

Bishop Franco Mulakkal was arrested in Kochi on September 21 after he was accused of repeatedly sexually abusing a nun between 2014 and 2016.

Mulakkal, who heads the Roman Catholic Diocese in Jalandhar in Punjab, is the first bishop in the country to be jailed for rape.

The action came after a nun complained that she was raped 13 times between 2014-16. The crime had occurred at a convent in Kottayam district.

The police in its remand report to a trial court said that Franco Mulakkal came to the convent with the intention of sexually assaulting the victim.

Earlier last week, the Kerala High Court granted conditional bail to Bishop Franco Mulakkal, stating that Franco should not enter Kerala and that he should surrender his passport before the court.

Bring places of worship under POSH, says lawyer Flavia Agnes as NCW seeks to review 2013 Act
https://www.firstpost.com/india/bring-places-of-worship-under-posh-says-lawyer-flavia-agnes-as-ncw-seeks-to-review-2013-act-5570121.html
By Rituparna Chatterjee, November 18, 2018

Senior women’s rights advocate Flavia Agnes on Saturday said there’s an immediate need to bring religious bodies, including Catholic educational institutions and governing bodies of temples, mosque and other places of worship, under the Sexual Harassment of Women at Workplace (Prevention, Prohibition and Redressal) Act, 2013 to prevent abuse of women.
Agnes was among experts, including Justice Sujata Manohar (retired), who helped frame the Vishakha Guidelines that sets procedural rules in dealing with cases of sexual harassment, Justice G. Rohini (retired), Prof (Dr.) GS Bajpai, Registrar, NLU, and advocate Madhu Mehra, who attended the one-day consultation at the New Delhi office of the National Commission for Women (NCW) to review the POSH Act, 2013.

The alleged rape of a nun by a Roman Catholic bishop in Kerala shook up the country last month, especially after a witness was found dead. Bishop Franco Mulakkal, the main accused in the rape of the nun over a period of two years, is out on bail. Mulakkal denied all charges.

“Nobody is above this and we have said again and again that courts, Catholic institutions, religious places must be covered but nothing like this has happened and even when they have a policy, like the church has a policy, they put it under lock and key and they have not made it public because they don’t want people to use it,” Agnes said.

“Did the nun who was abused know that there was a policy? She did not know. Is there a mandate on that? And how do we ensure that mandate is enforced? This is just one case out of hundreds. In all religious institutions imagine the power they hold over the women devotees and subordinates. There’s no committee and nobody is bothered. Go to any mandir, mosque, there is no committee,” Agnes said stressing on the need to institute Internal Complaints Committees (ICC) and Local Complaints Committees (LCC).
NCW has decided to take up the review of the 2013 Act to give it more teeth and accept recommendations for its proper implementation in addressing sexual harassment of women.
Here are some of the suggestions that NCW compiled from the discussions.

• Though the title of Act is ‘Sexual Harassment of Women at Workplace (Prevention, Prohibition, and Redressal) Act, 2013', the law is not clear on prevention.

• Lack of a proper mechanism for monitoring the implementation of the Act. There is no authority specified to enquire and inspect the proper implementation of the Act as per the provisions and the monitoring authority for sexual harassment at workplace in the corporate sector is not clearly defined in the Act.

• Dissatisfaction with the composition of ICC/LCC.

• Options available to victim, if she is not satisfied with the process of inquiry and report by the ICC/LCC, is not clearly defined in the Act. Monitoring Authority and Appellate Authority must be defined and established, like a nodal agency.

• Conciliation clause in the Act has to be reviewed.

• Lack of awareness among majority of the employees working both in organised and unorganised sector. It was decided that the National Commission for Women would organise sector and state-wise consultations across the country and take up the matter of constitution of Local Complaints Committees (LCC) with State Governments. The National Commission for Women will also develop a standard training module on Sexual Harassment at Workplace.

To highlight the inadequacy of LCCs, Agnes cited the example of journalist Tarun Tejpal, an accused in a rape case. “Tarun Tejpal’s case has turned out to be a criminal case. It need not have been. This case would have gone to the LCC. Imagine a person of that stature going before LCC and a domestic worker going before the same LCC. They are not courts, they are judges, they are not trained. This issue needs serious consideration,” she said.
She, among many others, also brought up provision in the law that requires both the complainant and the accused to remain anonymous.

“You use public social media but here you have a mandate that you cannot publicise the names of the respondents or a complainant… what is the complainant supposed to do to air her grievances, how can you stop her from going to social media? I think it’s a very positive sign coming away from rape law where we are not mentioning the name of the victim but here the victim is coming out herself and saying ‘it happened to me and this man did it’. This phase is coming because of the lapse in law. We cannot stop women from using this (social media) space,” she said. The need for ICCs to look into anonymous complaints was also raised.

The need for a comprehensive gender policy came up several times during the discussion, including making the Act gender neutral and separation of sexual harassment from harassment at the workplace. With more women stepping out of their homes to work, sexism is a grey area that the experts felt needed to be brought under the Act’s ambit. Agnes said gender-based harassment and harassment of sexual nature have to be defined carefully and recognised as grey areas of the law, especially when there is no clear way to determine sexual intent.

Advocate Madhu Mehra emphasised the need for the Act to be preventive and asked the NCW to clearly spell out its stand on sexuality education in schools. “I am talking about sexuality education and not just sex education which is basically biological study. Unless young adults orient themselves to these issues you can’t parachute these rules and measures on them at the workplace,” she said.

Senior NCW Coordinator, Kanchan Khattar, informed the group that since the organisation opened an email account (ncw.metoo@gmail.com) especially for #MeToo cases, they have received 20 such complaints, and mostly, of cases that happened before the POSH Act came into being.

The recommendations will be forwarded to the Ministry of Women & Child Development or directly to the Parliament.

Franco Mulakkal features in Kerala church calendar: Open support for rape-accused shows bishop's influence remains intact
https://www.firstpost.com/india/franco-mulakkal-features-in-kerala-churchs-annual-calendar-open-support-for-rape-accused-shows-bishops-influence-remains-intact-5603671.html
By T.K. Devasia, November 23, 2018
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The featuring of the photo of rape accused former Jalandhar Catholic bishop Franco Mulakkal on the official calendar of Thrissur archdiocese for 2019 has not raised any eyebrows in his home state of Kerala.
Mulakkal, who is accused of raping a 44-year-old nun from Missionaries of Jesus congregation under his authority, is now out on bail. The prelate is forbidden by the court from entering Kerala except to appear before the investigating officer once in two weeks, but he is kept in the prayers of faithful Christians by the Thrissur diocese by including his picture in its calendar.

The calendar, which is printed and published every year by the Catholicasabha, the mouthpiece of the archdiocese, features pictures of all bishops hailing from the archdiocese. Mulakkal's photo appears in his birth month of March.

The move has not surprised those supporting the survivor since it is in line with the patronage the church has been extending to Mulakkal. The church had tried to cover up the crime and shield the accused when the nun from the Kuravilangad convent in Kottayam district took her complaint to the church authorities.
When the nun moved the police after failing to get justice from the church, the supporters of the bishop tried to influence the survivor and the witnesses by offering money and institutional protection. They also threatened the nun and resorted to character assassination when she did not yield to the pressure tactics.

While some witnesses have bowed under pressure, a prime witness has died under mysterious circumstances leaving the case weak. Activists who are still standing behind the survivor are now being intimidated. The church is even trying to remove a senior priest belonging to Ernakulam-Angamaly archdiocese, who has been spearheading a movement to bring justice to the nun.

Fr Augustine Vattoly, who heads the Save Our Sisters (SOS) action council, has been served with a notice to explain his actions allegedly against the church.

The notice was served by Jacob Manathodath, the apostolic administrator of the archdiocese, after the priest led a protest at the state capital of Thiruvananthapuram on 14 November demanding cancellation of the bail granted to the bishop and a timely investigation into the death of Fr Kuriakose Kattuthara, the prime witness in the case.

The SOS has been demanding cancellation of Mulakkal’s conditional bail in the light of the continuing threats to the rape survivor and the nuns supporting her as well as and the Mulakkal’s failure to hand over his laptop that investigators believe could provide key evidence in the case.

The bishop, who has been maintaining innocence, has missed two deadlines given by the police. The police believe that the device could support his defence if he is innocent as he claims.

However, Mulakkal has been reluctant in handing over the computer to the police. Meanwhile, the bishop’s office has informed the police of its inability to hand over the laptop, saying that it can't identify the particular laptop as all devices in his office were upgraded recently.

Though the last deadline passed on 5 November, the police have not verified the claims so far. SOS leaders believe that the bishop would produce the computer if the police initiate the process for cancelling the bail.

They feel that the reluctance on the part of the police could be due to pressure from politicians supporting the bishop.

Earlier, the police and the government were heavily criticised for their delay in arresting the bishop. Though the nun had lodged the complaint in April 2018, the police arrested him only after the nuns hit the streets in Kerala.

Leaders of SOS feel that the government may have tied the hands of the police since the bishop is highly influential not only in the church but also in the political establishment, which has its eyes on the Christian vote bank.

Political leaders are overwhelmed by the open support extended to the bishop by the church and its various organisations. The church continued the support even after the police found him prima facie guilty and arrested him. While bishops and priests made a beeline to the jail where he was lodged after the arrest, special prayers for the accused were organised in many churches across the state.

The support grew after the bishop was granted bail by the Kerala High Court. People waited in large numbers outside the jail to see the bishop come out of the prison. He was also given a hero’s welcome when he went to Jalandhar.

Official bulletins of various dioceses in the state and even outside came out in support of the bishop. Many of them reprimanded the nuns and priests who led the protests for the arrest of Mulakkal.

Christward, the official bulletin of Jalandhar diocese, alleged that the arrest was due to pressure from the media. The bulletin described the situation after the bishop’s arrest as ‘the suffering church’.

The Missionaries of Jesus, to which the rape survivor belongs, has also been consistently backing the bishop. The congregation claimed that the nun who raised the rape allegation against Mulakkal was in an ‘illicit relationship’ with one of her relatives, and accused the bishop for 'acting upon the complaint' lodged by the relative’s wife.
They condemned the protest by five nuns seeking justice for a fellow nun saying they were trying to destroy the church. A delegation of nuns from Jalandhar even met Chief Minister Pinarayi Vijayan and accused the police of arresting the 'innocent' bishop without any reason.

Meanwhile, church authorities have defended the publication of Mulakkal’s photo on the calendar saying that it was printed since he is still a bishop despite the fact that he was temporarily relieved of his pastoral responsibilities by Pope Francis in September.

Joseph Thaliyath, former chief editor of Catholicasabha, said that printing pictures of bishops belonging to the diocese in the calendar was practice followed by the magazine for a long time.

The pictures of the prelates are published against the date of birth or their feast day. He said that the publication could not omit Franco Mulakkal as he is still a bishop.
“The positions and titles in the church are not like that of people’s representatives and officials which cease to exist once they demit office. The position of the clergy remains the same as long as they are alive. They cannot be removed even if they are suspended or dismissed from the service,” Joseph said.

The magazine, he says, could not remove the picture of Mulakkal also because he is still an accused. The magazine cannot consider him guilty unless a court of law convicts him. Joseph alleged that the media was raking up the controversy without knowing the rules and procedures followed by the church.
See YouTube https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aoevY183Jqo&vl=ml 00:40
Priest who organised Protest against rape-accused Bishop warned by Church
https://www.ndtv.com/india-news/kerala-priest-who-organised-protest-against-bishop-who-allegedly-raped-nun-warned-of-disciplinary-ac-1951456
Thiruvananthapuram, November 22, 2018

A priest in Kerala who organised protests in the state after the alleged rape of a nun by a powerful Catholic priest was given a warning by the church. "Save Our Sisters", an umbrella organisation of various protesting groups, had organised a protest outside the secretariat building in Thiruvananthapuram. Father Augustine Vattoly is the convenor of "Save Our Sisters". […]
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Withdraw warning letter to Vattoly, Bishop Manathodath urged
http://mattersindia.com/2018/11/withdraw-warning-letter-to-vattoly-bishop-manathodath-urged/
November 27, 2018

An advocacy group of Catholic religious on November 27 urged the apostolic administrator of the archdiocese of Ernakulam-Angamaly to withdraw a warning letter he recently served on a “prophetic” priest.
The members of Forum for Justice and Peace (FORUM) say they are shocked to know about the warning letter issued to Fr. Augustine Vattoly, who they say has “proved to be a true follower of Jesus of Nazareth, involving himself in the struggles of the people against injustice and oppression.”

Bishop Manathodath in his November 11 letter had asked Father Vattoly to respond by November 25 to various “reported” allegations against him. The prelate warned disciplinary action against the priest for allegedly inciting sedition and hatred against Church authorities and associating with extremist and atheistic groups.

Some of these groups, the bishop noted, plot against the Church and harm good morals.

Father Vattoly is the convener of the “Save Our Sisters” Action Council, an umbrella body of groups that support a Catholic nun who had accused a bishop of raping her repeatedly. The council organized September 8-22 a sit-in at Kerala’s Kochi city that led to the arrest of the rape accused, Bishop Franco Mulakkal of Jalandhar.

Later on November 14 it took the protest outside the Kerala government’s secretariat building in Thiruvananthapuram, the state capital, to demand the cancellation of bail granted to the prelate. Former Kerala Chief Minister V S Achuthanandan opened the protest.

The forum letter finds dichotomy in the Church leaders’ stand on public protest. It points out that the bishops had in the past asked priests, nuns and the laity to take to streets and shout slogans when government policies hurt the Church’s institutional interests. They justified such protests as a way to protect the Church’s interests.

“When the members of the Church come to know that something is rotten within the Church don’t they have the right to protest? Freedom of expression is the fundamental right of every Indian citizen,” asserts the letter signed by Forum president Carmelite Father Jacob Peenikaparambil and secretary Holy Cross Sister Manju Kulapuram.

The forum pledges solidarity with Father Vattoly and extended its “wholehearted support” to him. It views the bishop’s warning letter as an attempt to silence prophetic voice within the Church.

“Killing prophetic voices will impoverish the Church. Hence we request you to withdraw the warning letter issued to Fr. Augustine Vattoly,” the letter pleads.
The Forum’s full text of the open letter to Bishop Jacob Manathodath, the apostolic administrator of Ernakulam-Angamaly Archdiocese:
November 27, 2018
An Open Letter to Bishop Jacob Manathodath, the Apostolic Administrator of Ernakulam-Angamaly Archdiocese

Dear Bishop,

We, the members of the Forum for Justice and Peace (FORUM), are shocked to know about the warning letter issued to Fr. Augustine Vattoly, a priest who has proved to be a true follower of Jesus of Nazareth, involving himself in the struggles of the people against injustice and oppression.

As per the media reports, your warning letter alleges that Fr. Vattoly incites sedition and hatred against Church authorities and associates with extremist and atheistic groups. The main reason for issuing the threatening letter appears to be Fr. Vattoly’s initiative to organize a dharna in front of the Secretariat, Trivandrum on November 14, demanding that the bail granted to the rape accused Bishop Franco Mulakkal be cancelled.

When the institutional interests of the Church were hurt by the government policies, the Church leaders had asked the priests, nuns and the laity to take to the streets and shout slogans against the government. The Church leaders justified the protests by the priests and nuns to protect the institutional interests of the Church. When the members of the Church come to know that something is rotten within the Church don’t they have the right to protest? Freedom of expression is the fundamental right of every Indian citizen.

Priests and nuns are called by Jesus to be his disciples to continue his mission of integral liberation as explained in Lk. 4: 16-18. This requires exercising their prophetic role within the Church and in the society by questioning the authorities when they drift away from the path of Jesus. As Jesus lambasted the Jewish leadership (Mt. 23:1-30) for their hypocrisy, insincerity, exploitation of the people, misguiding the faithful etc. the priests and religious have to criticize the blunders and the crimes of the leaders within the Church. As long as Fr. Vattoly exercised his prophetic role within the wider society the leadership of the Church had no problem, but when he questioned the misdeeds of the leaders, he became a person who incites sedition and hatred against the Church.

Prophets of the Old Testament time, John the Baptist and Jesus and the modern day prophets were threatened and murdered. Using obedience and laws as weapons against those who stand for truth and justice is not anything new. The government of Maharashtra has used sedition law against the five activists who have dedicated their lives for the empowerment of the downtrodden. The crime of Fr. Vattoly is that he took a stand to support a nun who says that she is a victim of the misdeeds of Bishop Franco Mulakkal. If the bishops of Kerala can give their unconditional support with finance and influence to Franco Mulakkal why not Fr. Vattoly and his friends give support to the nun who is left alone? In fact, as a genuine follower of Jesus, you should have congratulated and supported Fr. Augustine Vattoly for his prophetic stand.

We would like to bring to your kind attention a portion of the statement by The Union of International Superiors General (UISG), “Abuse in all forms: sexual, verbal, emotional, or any inappropriate use of power within a relationship diminishes the dignity and healthy development of the person who is victimized. We stand by those courageous women and men who have reported abuse to the authorities. We condemn those who support the culture of silence and secrecy, often under the guise of “protection” of an institution’s reputation or naming it “part of one’s culture”. We advocate transparent civil and criminal reporting of abuse whether within religious congregations, at the parish or diocesan levels, or in any public arena”. (UISG DECLARATION AGAINST ANY KIND OF ABUSE, Nov 23, 2018)

Fr. Vattoly and his friends were helping a victim of sexual abuse to get justice. How can it “seriously injure the good of the Church” and cause scandal among the faithful?

We, the members of the FORUM, are of the view that your warning letter is to silence prophetic voice within the Church. The history of the Catholic Church is a witness to the fact that the Church became corrupt and stinking in the middle ages due to the absence of prophetic voices. Killing prophetic voices will impoverish the Church. Hence we request you to withdraw the warning letter issued to Fr. Augustine Vattoly. We express our solidarity with Fr. Augustine Vattoly and extent our wholehearted support to him.

With cordial regards

Fr. Jacob Peenikaparambil CMI, FORUM National Convener Sr. Manju Kulapuram SCSC, FORUM National Secretary
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