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Rape and sexual abuse of nuns (and lay women and boys) by Indian priests-26
(FR. JOBY KACHAPPILLY RAPE CASE) NOW, AN OLD CASE RESURFACES – JESUIT FR. RATHINAM RAJARATHINAM
This file is the 26th in the series starting with the Vincentian rapist-priest who is still at loose despite his entire Congregation’s being aware of his serial molestation of young girls spanning several years.
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In chronological order
Society of Jesus mum on alleged rape of Nun by their Principal
https://haindavakeralam.com/society-jesus-mum-alleged-hk8648 

October 12, 2010, Tiruchirappalli, Tamil Nadu 

A case has been lodged against a college principal here for allegedly raping a nun several times over a period of two years since 2006.
The woman, in her complaint, said the man who used to visit the college where she was doing her graduation in music, once invited her to his college.
On her first visit to the college on January 22, 2006, the principal allegedly offered her a drink mixed with drugs and raped her repeatedly, she said in her complaint.
He also recorded the incident on his cell phone and threatened to make it public if she disclosed the matter to anyone.
The complainant said she became pregnant in 2008, but was forced to undergo an abortion at a private hospital. The principal had threatened her with dire consequences several times and sexually harassed her, she said.
Though she had complained about him to the relevant authorities at the Society of Jesus, no action had been taken so far, she said.
The case was registered at an all-women’s police station there last night and the woman was sent for medical examination, police said.

Principal accused of sexual abuse by ex-nun
http://www.financialexpress.com/news/principal-accused-of-sexual-abuse-by-exnun/696828/
Chennai: A former nun in Tiruchy has filed a police complaint against a priest, also the principal of a prestigious college, alleging that he sexually abused her, resulting in her pregnancy, which led to her subsequent removal as a nun.
Francismary, 28, once a nun, had joined a college in Tiruchy in 2006 for pursuing her MA. During this time, she met Rajarathinam, principal of St Joseph’s College. One day in January 2006, when she went to meet him, Rajarathinam served her a cold drink laced with sedatives, she alleged in the complaint. She was raped, her obscene pictures were taken on the cellphone camera, and she was threatened against telling anyone about it.
Rajarathinam took her to several places and abused her, she said, adding that this resulted in a pregnancy which was aborted at a private hospital in 2008. However, when the news about her pregnancy and abortion became public, Francismary was removed from the order.
She also named a few other priests of threatening her on behalf of the accused priest.
A case has been registered at the Tiruchy Fort Women’s Police Station, according to police sources. 
Comment by Sr. Agnes, November 24, 2010:
Fr. Lawrence D’Souza is another creature of the same variety. He was a former Parish Priest of Kulshekar, Mangalore from 2006 to 2008. He was thrown out of the Parish because he was caught red-handed by the Parishioners for rampant sexual abuse. This was posted in the Newspapers and Television. When will the victims get justice? Such people bring a bad name to Christianity and Christians! I know because my close friend was a victim of this beast!
Comment by Fr. Lobo, November 24, 2010:

Persons like Fr. Lawrence D’Souza and Fr. Rajarathinam bring a bad name to our Church! Fr. Lawrence who was previously the Director of Fr Muller’s Medical College in Mangalore was notorious for “money-making” from other priests, capitation fees, pharmacy, computers purchases & contracts of new buildings. He crippled the Hospital and was “transferred”!

Jesuit priest seeks bail after rape allegation
https://mumbailaity.wordpress.com/2010/10/19/jesuit-priest-seeks-bail-after-rape-allegation/ 

By Leo Fernando, Vincent D’Souza, Chennai, October 19, 2010
St. Joseph’s College in Trichy
A Jesuit priest has sought anticipatory bail after police in a southern Indian state registered a rape case against him.

On Oct. 12, a former nun accused Father Rathinam Rajarathinam, principal of Jesuit-managed St. Joseph’s College in Trichy, Tamil Nadu, of raping her.

She filed a complaint with the All Women Police Station that specializes in crimes against women. According to her case, the priest raped her in 2006 and in 2008 and continuously threatened her not to tell anyone.

On Oct. 18, a court in Madurai asked the police to submit the nun’s original complaint to her congregation and adjourned the case to Oct. 27.
Father Rajarathinam, who belongs to the Jesuit Madurai province, has since resigned from his post.

The news received wide coverage in Indian media and some newspapers in Tamil Nadu carried it on their front page.

Soon, posters appeared in Madurai with some groups demanding action against the priest while others maintained he was being framed for being a dalit (former untouchable caste).

A press release from Madurai provincial Father M. Devadoss said Father Rajarathinam had requested to be relieved for a month pending completion of an investigation against him.

The nun’s complaint says the priest had invited her to the college guest house, raped her after sedating her. Later he blackmailed her with the claim that photos he had taken of the sexual act would be made public.

It also states that the nun had become pregnant and had undergone an abortion.

Sources in the Jesuit congregation say the nun and the priest had known each other for some time because they met often at a college for classical music and dance.

The nun was attending music training and the priest is into classical music and has released a few music albums.

The sources also said the Jesuit provincial had set up a one-man inquiry committee to investigate the case the day the incident came to light. However, nothing concrete has emerged.

The police have announced that they are investigating the case and the local courts have ordered a medical examination of the former nun.

Jesuit Father Susai Pitchai, rector of the college, told ucanews.com on Oct. 18 that Father Rajarathinam has taken medical leave. “We are investigating the complaint and awaiting court orders,” he added.

Susairaj Martin, a lawyer representing the nun’s congregation, said she was expelled in this August after she gave a statement about getting pregnant and undergoing an abortion.

She was expelled as per canon law, he said and added, the congregation has nothing to do with this issue and it is very sad they are dragged into it.

Father Vincent Chinnadurai of the state Minority commission termed the controversy as “an unfortunate development” that has damaged the Church’s image. He also said the controversy teaches priests and nuns to respect each other’s religious calling.

Rape accused Jesuit gets bail
https://www.ucanews.com/story-archive/?post_name=/2010/11/04/rape-accused-jesuit-gets-bail&post_id=59960
November 4, 2010

A Jesuit priest who was accused of rape by a former nun received anticipatory bail on Nov. 3. The Madras High Court granted Jesuit Father Rathinam Rajarathinam anticipatory bail and ordered him to surrender to the police on or before Nov. 8 for further investigation. Major newspapers in Tamil Nadu reported the case after the nun made the allegations. On Oct. 12, Florence Mary, 31, a former member of St. Anne’s congregation in Tiruchirappalli, accused the Jesuit of raping her in 2006 and later in 2008 and continuous intimidation. She filed a complaint in the all-women’s police station, which specializes in crimes against women. The Jesuit priest was the principal of 165–year-old St. Joseph’s College, Tiruchirappalli when the former nun accused him. However the Jesuit denied any wrongdoing and has been relieved from his administrative duties. Along with the Jesuit principal, Madurai Jesuit provincial Father Mudiappasamy Devadoss, and its legal advisor Father Joe Xavier and another employee of the province were granted bail. The nun had accused them of criminal intimidation. Auxillia Peter, a Catholic lawyer, said, the Jesuits were charged with criminal intimidation after they tried to mediate with the nun and her family “which were not accordance with the canon law or established legal procedures.” Mediation is usually done in such cases, but that should be done according to the law of the land, she told ucanews.com on Nov. 4. Earlier, on Oct. 26, the provincial wrote an explanatory letter on the matter to all the bishops, major provincials in the state of Tamil Nadu. The letter highlighted several inconsistencies in the nun’s allegation.
Former Nun's Rape Allegation, a Case of Extortion

http://www.bishop-accountability.org/news2010/11_12/2010_11_04_TheCathnews_FormerNuns.htm
November 4, 2010
Jesuit Father Joe Antony is the director of Culture and Communications Centre, Loyola College, Chennai. He also directs the India office of the Vatican Radio. The journalist-priest edits Jivan, the monthly magazine of the Jesuits in South Asia, and Dawn Books, a Catholic book club that publishes three books a year. He also edited The New Leader, a Catholic fortnightly published from Chennai, for 20 years, until December 2009.
In the following commentary Father Antony writes and explains about the case of a former nun accusing a Jesuit priest of raping her. The news received wide coverage in Indian media and some newspapers in Tamil Nadu carried it on their front page.

On Oct. 12, a former nun, Florence Mary, accused the Jesuit principal of the well-known St. Joseph's College, Tiruchirappalli, in Tamil Nadu, of rape. 
She also accused three other Jesuits, including the provincial of the Madurai province, of threatening to kill her.
Accepting her complaints the local police filed cases against all the four Jesuit priests.


In a bid to explain what really happened, provincial Father M. Devadoss has written to the Tamil Nadu bishops and major superiors of Catholic Religious congregations in Tamil Nadu and Pondicherry.
In the Oct. 26 letter, the provincial narrates the sequence of events that led to the ex-nun filing cases against the priests.
The important points the Jesuit provincial makes are: 1. Mary's written and oral statements contradict on almost every crucial point. 2. She has made substantial additions, omissions and contradictions that "would strike at the root of the allegation found in her statements.
The provincial also points out that the nun in her Aug. 25 letter to St. Anne's superior general had accused Father Rajarathinam of a one-time consensual sex.
However in her Sept. 23 letter to the Jesuit provincial, Mary alleged the priest had forced sex with her.
Her complaint to the Trichy police on Oct. 12 alleged that the priest had serial sex with her from 2006 onward resulting in pregnancy in April 2008.
Secondly, during an internal inquiry in the Society of Jesus, "her relatives turned down the offer of obtaining the services of a third person, possibly, a woman religious skilled in counseling to meet Father Rajarathinam and Sister Florence together and resolve the deadlock - a clear accusation and an equally clear denial."
Another discrepancy is that in a meeting on Sept 29 in Madurai, Mary and her relatives demanded 6.1 million rupees (US$135,555) as "one time settlement."
The Jesuit provincial categorically stated that they would not yield to this extortion. "We have stuck to our position that service organizations like ours deal with public funds and should not divert them to buy silence, respectability, maintaining appearances etc." the provincial wrote.
It is after the Jesuits' refusal to yield to the demand for money that Mary went to the police alleging things that she never came up with earlier - that Father Rajarathinam drugged her and raped her and used the photograph he had taken during the act to demand sex many more times.
The three other Jesuits against whom she filed a separate complaint, alleging that they threatened to kill her and her family, were those who interacted with her and her relatives at the meeting when she demanded the 6.1-million rupee compensation.
Father Devadoss says the allegations against Father Rajarathinam are serious and if proved true, "it would be our bounden duty to take not only the sternest possible disciplinary action but also apply the relevant canonical strictures and sanctions against him."
However, the provincial regrets that neither any direct nor circumstantial evidence has been adduced so far in support of the allegations.
"Even the complainant's own letters are incongruous and carry versions which are self-contradictory," he adds.
The provincial also said he has meanwhile asked the accused priest to proceed on leave, pending the completion of the police investigation. He has also appointed Father A. Sebastian as the principal.
"Now that the Hon'ble Courts remain seized of the matter we have no other option except to leave it to the learned Judges to ask Sister Florence Mary to make up her mind on the exact nature of her accusation and substantiate it," the letter concludes.
Nun 'abused' by priest appears before court seeks to engage lawyer 

https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/madurai/Nun-abused-by-priest-appears-before-court-seeks-to-engage-lawyer/articleshow/13184041.cms 

Trichy, May 17, 2012

All the five accused in the Sister Florence Mary rape case appeared before the mahila court in Trichy on Wednesday, even as the victim submitted a petition before the judge, seeking permission to officially engage a lawyer for the prosecution along with the public prosecutor before the start of the trial.                                     
Meanwhile, defence lawyer A. Rajendran, who appeared for Fr Rajarathinam, a Jesuit priest and accused number one in the case, asked the judge to grant more time to counter the victim's plea. Judge Rahman posted the hearing to May 28. 
Fr Rajarathinam, the former principal of St Joseph's College, Trichy was accused by Florence Mary (31), a former member of St Anne's congregation in Trichy, of rape in 2006 and later in 2008. The priest was granted anticipatory bail by the Madras high court on November 3, 2010 after he allegedly went underground for a month. 

The other accused in the case were Fr Provincial Mudiappasam Devadoss, Fr Joe Xavier, Fr Xavier Vedam, the principal of Arulanandar College, Karumathur and Dr. Suchitra attached to Kavery hospital, Trichy who had allegedly conducted the abortion on the nun who was allegedly raped by Fr. Rajarathinam. 
Fr Devadoss, and Fr Joe Xavier were charged under section 506 (1) (Criminal intimidation), Fr Xavier Vedam under section 506(1) and also the Women's Harassment Act (section 4) and Dr. Suchitra under sections 201 (causing disappearance of evidence of offence) and 313 (causing miscarriage without woman's consent). 
Advocate Irudayasamy, who appeared for Florence Mary said that the victim had every right to engage a lawyer and said that the prosecution had also staked its claim to cross-examine the defence witnesses during the trial. 
The petitioner's counsel also said the names of two lawyers were proposed so that when one was absent, the other would officially appear on behalf of the victim. The police had filed an 88-page charge-sheet before the judicial magistrate-I Illangovan on June 21 last year. The case was then transferred to the district principal sessions judge who on February 23 this year transferred the case to the mahila court asking all the parties to appear there on March 12. 
Indian Nun Still Awaiting Justice for Alleged Rape by Jesuit
http://www.bishop-accountability.org/news2012/09_10/2012_10_06_WhatThey_IndianNun.htm 

October 6, 2012


In a story from the 'now we have heard it all' file comes the sad and enraging story of Sister Mary Florence from Trichy, India. The nun's quest for justice began when she alleges that she was raped and impregnated by Jesuit priest Rathinam Rajarathinam SJ the President of St. Joseph's College from 2006-2008. She's been excommunicated and kicked out of her order, he is still listed as Director of St. Joseph's College and is still a Jesuit.
Francis Mary or Florence Mary, 28, once a nun, had joined the college in Tiruchy in 2006 for pursuing her MA. During this time, she met Rajarathinam, principal of St Joseph's College. One day in January 2006, when she went to meet him, Rajarathinam served her a cold drink laced with sedatives, she alleged in the complaint. She was raped, obscene pictures were taken on his cellphone camera, and she was threatened against telling anyone about it.
Fr. Rajarathinam took her to several places and abused her, she said, adding that this resulted in a pregnancy which was aborted at a private hospital in 2008. However, when the news about her pregnancy and abortion became public, the nun was excommunicated and removed from the order.
She also named a few other priests of threatening her on behalf of the accused priest.
To make this clear, a nun is raped, forced to have an abortion against her will by her accused Jesuit rapist, who photographed his attacks, and she is excommunicated?
Once the nun came forward with charges, the Jesuit priest was granted anticipatory bail by the Madras high court on November 3, 2010 after he allegedly went underground for over a month.
The other accused in the case were Fr Provincial Mudiappasamy Devadoss, Fr Joe Xavier SJ, Fr Xavier Vedam, the principal of Arulanandar College, Karumathur and Dr. Suchitra attached to Kavery hospital, Trichy who had allegedly conducted the abortion on the nun who was allegedly raped by Fr Rajarathinam.
Fr Devadoss, and Fr Joe Xavier were charged under section 506 (1) (Criminal intimidation), Fr Xavier Vedam under section 506(1) and also the Women's Harassment Act (section 4) and Dr. Suchitra who performed the abortion under sections 201 (causing disappearance of evidence of offence) and 313 (causing miscarriage without woman's consent ).
Sources in the Jesuit congregation say the nun and the priest had known each other for some time because they met often at a college for classical music and dance. The nun was attending music training and the priest is into classical music and has released a few music albums.
The sources also said the Jesuit provincial had set up a one-man inquiry committee to investigate the case the day the incident came to light. However, nothing concrete has emerged according to the Society of Jesus.
Moving forward to 2012, there is still no trial for Mary Florence.
Advocate Irudayasamy, who appeared for Florence Mary said that the victim had every right to engage a lawyer and said that the prosecution had also staked its claim to cross-examine the defence witnesses during the trial.
The petitioner's counsel also said the names of two lawyers were proposed so that when one was absent, the other would officially appear on behalf of the victim. The police had filed an 88-page charge-sheet before the judicial magistrate-I Illangovan on June 21 last year. The case was then transferred to the district principal sessions judge who on February 23 this year transferred the case to the mahila court asking all the parties to appear there on March 12.
On Jun 26, 2012, the mahila court on Monday stopped trial proceedings in the Sister Florence Mary sexual abuse case, till such time, when the state government appoints a special public prosecutor (SPP) to argue the complainant's case. Mary also submitted a petition to the district collector asking for the latter's discretion to recommend the appointment of a SPP to argue her case. Then the original prosecutor walked off her case.
Let's see how long the Jesuits can use their favorite legal tactic of dragging this on…

St. Joseph's College has some very interesting alumni, like the former President of India and some high court judges, HERE, not implying there is any corruption in India or in the Jesuits, but one would think this poor nun could get justice a little faster.
What is also of note is Jesuit General Adolfo Nicolas stopped by India a month before the last court event in February 2012. In the only documented instance we can find, Nicolas addressed the topic of bad Jesuits and child sexual abuse by his priests saying this:
There was a time when he thought that the Society of Jesus had many good people but few Jesuits. Being a Jesuit was something more than just being good. But the shocking events of paedophilia in the Church made Fr. General soon change his perspective. 
"How is it," he asked, "that good people did such things? Then I realized it is not enough to be good. God delights in the total transformation of the person into goodness. The message of the prophets is not just to be good; it is to be thoroughly good, to be transformed into goodness so that nothing bad will come out, because a thoroughly good person will never harm another. It is our Jesuit apostolic vocation that we are called to be so thoroughly good that only goodness comes out of a person as Jesus said – it is from the heart that comes what is good and what is not good… The main reason why Christians want to be good is because God is good. And we want to be partakers of this type of goodness… Behind the sexual abuse is the fact that, we are not bad people, but we are weak people. The accused do not realize how much harm they did to the child whose brain is just being formed to relationships. The invitation during this Lent is to renew, to recreate, to rediscover, and to see again what Christ wanted from us."
"Classifying the Jesuits into three segments, he said that in the Society of Jesus quite many are excellent Jesuits, not merely good but thoroughly good. In the second place, a large number of them are simply mediocre Jesuits: they are good but mediocre. Lastly, there are a handful of Jesuits but they are problem cases, more like a burden for the Society. In the forest when a few trees fall, those few make a lot of noise; and such Jesuits are like those few trees."
Get ready for more deforestation…
Counsel appointed in nun's rape case 
https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/trichy/Counsel-appointed-in-nuns-rape-case/articleshow/23601232.cms
Trichy, October 6, 2013

The State government has appointed a private lawyer as special public prosecutor into a rape case in which a nun accused a priest of committing the crime. 

Advocate Agnel Rajan will represent the prosecution in the trial.

Sr. Florence Mary, 32, former member of St Anne's Congregation in Trichy had accused Fr Rajarathinam, the former principal of St Joseph's college, Trichy, of rape in 2006 and later in 2008. Four others are also accused in the case. 
Fr Rajarathinam was granted anticipatory bail by the Madras High Court on November 3, 2010. 
Last year Sr. Mary had submitted a petition before the Mahila Court, Trichy, seeking permission to officially engage a lawyer for the prosecution along with a public prosecutor.

In her petition, she had proposed the names of two lawyers, Irudayasamy and Agnel Rajan. She had made the plea before the start of the trial in the second week of May, 2012. 
However, the defense lawyer A Rajendran, who exclusively appeared for Fr Rajarathinam, the accused number one, countered the nun's plea and asked for time to counter the petition. Thereafter, Judge Rahman posted the hearing for May 28 to decide on Mary's requisition. 
Advocate Irudaya Samy who appeared for Sr. Mary that the victim had every right to engage a lawyer and that the prosecution also staked its claim to cross- examine the defence witnesses during the trial. Samy said the names of two lawyers were proposed so that when one was absent, the other would officially appear on behalf of the nun, the victim. 
Police had filed an 88-page charge-sheet before judicial magistrate-I Illangovan on June 21, 2011. Thereafter, the case was transferred to the district principal session judge who on February 23, 2012 transferred the case to the Mahila Court asking all the parties to appear before it on March 12. 

Sr. Mary had approached the Trichy district collector Jayashree Muralidharan and requested her to appoint Rajan as a special prosecutor. The government after careful examination accepted the request of the district collector, and authorized her to draw and disburse the pleader fees to the law officer concerned.

The next hearing in the case is posted for November 4, this year. 

The other accused in the case are Fr. Mudiappasamy Devadoss, Fr. Joe Xavier, Fr. Xavier Vedam, the principal of Arulanandar College, Karumathur and Dr. Suchitra, who had allegedly conducted the abortion on the nun following the rape. 
HC refuses to set aside charges against doc in nun rape case 
https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/madurai/hc-refuses-to-set-aside-charges-against-doc-in-nun-rape-case/articleshow/65848890.cms 

By D. Srikkanth, Madurai, September 18, 2018

The Madurai bench of the Madras high court has refused to quash proceedings against a lady doctor at the mahila court in Trichy in connection with the 2010 Trichy nun rape case, wherein the former principal of St. Joseph’s college, Fr. Rajarathinam, is the main accused.

Police charged Dr. Suchitra of Kaveri Medical Centre and Hospital under section 201 of IPC after she went back on her initial statement that the nun had undergone treatment to abort the 45-day foetus at the hospital. When the petition came up for hearing, Justice G R Swaminathan refused to quash the proceedings against the doctor observing that she had completely misconstrued the nature of the case projected against her. 

The counsel for the doctor submitted the grounds on why the charges against her were not maintainable, referring to provisions in the Medical Termination of Pregnancy Act to justify the abortion. The counsel also submitted that there was no evidence regarding the nun’s treatment at the hospital. 
In response, Justice Swaminathan observed that the case against the doctor did not deserve to be quashed from a mere reading of the grounds set out in their petition.

“The doctor had not committed any wrongdoing by subjecting the nun to a medical examination and prescribing medicines for aborting the conception which was only 45 days. The charge is that having so treated, she has now given a false information that she never treated the nun. It is this somersault that attracts the charges.” Justice Swaminathan said adding, “The offence is not treating the nun. The offence lies in its denial.” Section 201 of IPC will be attracted not only if the evidence of the offence was made to disappear, but also if false information was given to screen the offender, the court noted.
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