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MICHAEL PRABHU, AUGUST 14, 2020

Rape and sexual abuse of nuns (and lay women and boys) by Indian priests-37
THE ACCUSED IS A BISHOP, FRANCO MULAKKAL OF JALANDHAR
RELATED FILES 
RAPE AND SEXUAL ABUSE BY INDIAN PRIESTS-CHURCH FAILS TO PUNISH GUILTY 25 3 JULY 2018/ UPDATED 27 pages BISHOP FRANCO MULAKKAL, ACCUSED
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/RAPE_AND_SEXUAL_ABUSE_BY_INDIAN_PRIESTS-CHURCH_FAILS_TO_PUNISH_GUILTY_25.doc
RAPE SUSPECT BISHOP MULAKKALS AIDE ARRESTED WITH HUGE BLACK MONEY STASH 1 MAY 2019 4 pages FR ANTONY MADASSERY
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/RAPE_SUSPECT_BISHOP_MULAKKALS_AIDE_ARRESTED_WITH_HUGE_BLACK_MONEY_STASH.doc
The present file is the 37th in the series that was commenced March 2015 with the Vincentian rapist-priest FR. JOBY KACHAPPILLY VC who is still at loose to this very day despite his entire Congregation’s being aware of his serial molestation of young girls spanning a period of several years.
RAPE AND SEXUAL ABUSE BY INDIAN PRIESTS-CHURCH FAILS TO PUNISH GUILTY 01 MARCH 2015/24, 26 OCTOBER 2016/24 JANUARY/28 FEBRUARY/4 MARCH 2017 (General)
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/RAPE_AND_SEXUAL_ABUSE_BY_INDIAN_PRIESTS-CHURCH_FAILS_TO_PUNISH_GUILTY_01.doc
RAPE AND SEXUAL ABUSE BY INDIAN PRIESTS-CHURCH FAILS TO PUNISH GUILTY 02 17/22 JUNE 2017 (General continued)
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/RAPE_AND_SEXUAL_ABUSE_BY_INDIAN_PRIESTS-CHURCH_FAILS_TO_PUNISH_GUILTY_02.doc
RAPE AND SEXUAL ABUSE BY INDIAN PRIESTS-CHURCH FAILS TO PUNISH GUILTY 03 18 JUNE 2017 (FR. ROBIN VADAKKUNCHERIL)
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/RAPE_AND_SEXUAL_ABUSE_BY_INDIAN_PRIESTS-CHURCH_FAILS_TO_PUNISH_GUILTY_03.doc 

RAPE AND SEXUAL ABUSE BY INDIAN PRIESTS-CHURCH FAILS TO PUNISH GUILTY 04 22/28 JUNE/2 JULY 2017 (CORRESPONDENCE RELATED TO RAPE COMMITTED BY FR. JOBY KACHAPPILLY VC)

http://ephesians-511.net/docs/RAPE_AND_SEXUAL_ABUSE_BY_INDIAN_PRIESTS-CHURCH_FAILS_TO_PUNISH_GUILTY_04.doc
RAPE AND SEXUAL ABUSE BY INDIAN PRIESTS-CHURCH FAILS TO PUNISH GUILTY 05 (PROFILE OF FR. JOBY KACHAPPILLY, THE ABSCONDING RAPIST PRIEST HIDING IN ROME)

http://ephesians-511.net/docs/RAPE_AND_SEXUAL_ABUSE_BY_INDIAN_PRIESTS-CHURCH_FAILS_TO_PUNISH_GUILTY_05.doc
RAPE AND SEXUAL ABUSE BY INDIAN PRIESTS-CHURCH FAILS TO PUNISH GUILTY 06 (FINAL NOTIFICATION TO THE INDIAN CHURCH) JULY 10, 2017
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/RAPE_AND_SEXUAL_ABUSE_BY_INDIAN_PRIESTS-CHURCH_FAILS_TO_PUNISH_GUILTY_06.doc
RAPE AND SEXUAL ABUSE BY INDIAN PRIESTS-CHURCH FAILS TO PUNISH GUILTY 07 (INTIMIDATION AND BLACKMAIL OF RAPE SURVIVOR BY FR JOHN PUTHANPURACKAL VC) JULY 10, 2017
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/RAPE_AND_SEXUAL_ABUSE_BY_INDIAN_PRIESTS-CHURCH_FAILS_TO_PUNISH_GUILTY_07.doc
RAPE AND SEXUAL ABUSE BY INDIAN PRIESTS-CHURCH FAILS TO PUNISH GUILTY 08 (CHURCH HIERARCHY REFUSES TO ACT AGAINST RAPE BY PRIESTS AND ACTIVE HOMOSEXUALITY IN THE SEMINARIES) JULY 10, 2017
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/RAPE_AND_SEXUAL_ABUSE_BY_INDIAN_PRIESTS-CHURCH_FAILS_TO_PUNISH_GUILTY_08.doc
RAPE AND SEXUAL ABUSE BY INDIAN PRIESTS-CHURCH FAILS TO PUNISH GUILTY 09 (PROPOSED RETREAT BY RAPIST-PRIEST FR. JOBY KACHAPPILLY VC AT ST. MICHAEL’S CATHOLIC CHURCH, SHARJAH, SEPTEMBER 2-4, 2017) AUGUST 2, 2017 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/RAPE_AND_SEXUAL_ABUSE_BY_INDIAN_PRIESTS-CHURCH_FAILS_TO_PUNISH_GUILTY_09.doc
RAPE AND SEXUAL ABUSE BY INDIAN PRIESTS-CHURCH FAILS TO PUNISH GUILTY 10 (RETREAT BY FR. JOBY KACHAPPILLY VC AT ST. MICHAEL’S CATHOLIC CHURCH, SHARJAH, CANCELLED) AUGUST 3, 2017 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/RAPE_AND_SEXUAL_ABUSE_BY_INDIAN_PRIESTS-CHURCH_FAILS_TO_PUNISH_GUILTY_10.doc
RAPE AND SEXUAL ABUSE BY INDIAN PRIESTS-CHURCH FAILS TO PUNISH GUILTY 11 (FR. JOBY KACHAPPILLY VC IN HIDING IN ROME CONTINUES TO CONDUCT RETREATS OVERSEAS WITH SUPPORT FROM HIS CONGREGATION - 01) 8 AUGUST 2017
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/RAPE_AND_SEXUAL_ABUSE_BY_INDIAN_PRIESTS-CHURCH_FAILS_TO_PUNISH_GUILTY_11.doc
RAPE AND SEXUAL ABUSE BY INDIAN PRIESTS-CHURCH FAILS TO PUNISH GUILTY 12 (COMPLAINT AGAINST RAPIST FR. JOBY KACHAPPILLY VC LODGED WITH NATIONAL COMMISSION FOR WOMEN) 20 AUGUST 2017

http://ephesians-511.net/docs/RAPE_AND_SEXUAL_ABUSE_BY_INDIAN_PRIESTS-CHURCH_FAILS_TO_PUNISH_GUILTY_12.doc 

RAPE AND SEXUAL ABUSE BY INDIAN PRIESTS-CHURCH FAILS TO PUNISH GUILTY 13 (BANGALORE MEETING WITH VINCENTIAN PRIESTS AND CHURCH REPRESENTATIVE IN FR. JOBY KACHAPPILLY VC CASE) 20 AUGUST 2017

http://ephesians-511.net/docs/RAPE_AND_SEXUAL_ABUSE_BY_INDIAN_PRIESTS-CHURCH_FAILS_TO_PUNISH_GUILTY_13.doc
RAPE AND SEXUAL ABUSE BY INDIAN PRIESTS-CHURCH FAILS TO PUNISH GUILTY 14 (FR. JOBY KACHAPPILLY VC IN HIDING IN ROME CONTINUES TO CONDUCT RETREATS OVERSEAS WITH SUPPORT FROM HIS CONGREGATION - 02) 27 AUGUST 2017

http://ephesians-511.net/docs/RAPE_AND_SEXUAL_ABUSE_BY_INDIAN_PRIESTS-CHURCH_FAILS_TO_PUNISH_GUILTY_14.doc 

RAPE AND SEXUAL ABUSE BY INDIAN PRIESTS-CHURCH FAILS TO PUNISH GUILTY 15 (SOME EVIDENCE AGAINST THE CRIMINAL PRIEST FR. JOBY KACHAPPILLY VC AND HIS ASSOCIATES) 28 AUGUST 2017
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/RAPE_AND_SEXUAL_ABUSE_BY_INDIAN_PRIESTS-CHURCH_FAILS_TO_PUNISH_GUILTY_15.doc
RAPIST PRIEST FR JOBY KACHAPPILLY-THE CATHOLIC CHURCHS GURMEET RAM RAHIM SINGH 28 AUGUST 2017 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/RAPIST_PRIEST_FR_JOBY_KACHAPPILLY-THE_CATHOLIC_CHURCHS_GURMEET_RAM_RAHIM_SINGH.doc
RAPE AND SEXUAL ABUSE BY INDIAN PRIESTS-CHURCH FAILS TO PUNISH GUILTY 17 (VINCENTIAN PRIEST FR. SAM KOONAMPLACKIL OF LOGOS RETREAT CENTRE MOLESTS WOMEN) 30 AUGUST 2017 

http://ephesians-511.net/docs/RAPE_AND_SEXUAL_ABUSE_BY_INDIAN_PRIESTS-CHURCH_FAILS_TO_PUNISH_GUILTY_17.doc
RAPE AND SEXUAL ABUSE BY INDIAN PRIESTS-CHURCH FAILS TO PUNISH GUILTY 18 (COMPLAINT RECEIVED AGAINST FR. JACOB VELLIAN AND HIS ARCHBISHOP) 3 SEPTEMBER 2017
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/RAPE_AND_SEXUAL_ABUSE_BY_INDIAN_PRIESTS-CHURCH_FAILS_TO_PUNISH_GUILTY_18.doc
RAPE AND SEXUAL ABUSE BY INDIAN PRIESTS-CHURCH FAILS TO PUNISH GUILTY 19 (FR. JOBY KACHAPPILLY VC IN HIDING IN ROME CONTINUES TO CONDUCT RETREATS OVERSEAS WITH SUPPORT FROM HIS CONGREGATION - 03) 14 SEPTEMBER 2017
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/RAPE_AND_SEXUAL_ABUSE_BY_INDIAN_PRIESTS-CHURCH_FAILS_TO_PUNISH_GUILTY_19.doc
RAPE AND SEXUAL ABUSE BY INDIAN PRIESTS-CHURCH FAILS TO PUNISH GUILTY 20 (FR. JOBY KACHAPPILLY VC IN HIDING IN ROME CONTINUES TO CONDUCT RETREATS OVERSEAS WITH SUPPORT FROM HIS CONGREGATION - 04) 27 SEPTEMBER 2017 

http://ephesians-511.net/docs/RAPE_AND_SEXUAL_ABUSE_BY_INDIAN_PRIESTS-CHURCH_FAILS_TO_PUNISH_GUILTY_20.doc
RAPE AND SEXUAL ABUSE BY INDIAN PRIESTS-CHURCH FAILS TO PUNISH GUILTY 21 (VEDIKA PEREIRA SPEAKS UP FOR RAPIST FR. JOBY KACHAPPILLY) 27 SEPTEMBER 2017
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/RAPE_AND_SEXUAL_ABUSE_BY_INDIAN_PRIESTS-CHURCH_FAILS_TO_PUNISH_GUILTY_21.doc
RAPE AND SEXUAL ABUSE BY INDIAN PRIESTS-CHURCH FAILS TO PUNISH GUILTY 22 (NATIONAL COMMISSION FOR WOMEN WRITES TO COMMISSIONER OF POLICE, CHENNAI, REGARDING FR. JOBY) 30 SEPTEMBER/3 OCTOBER 2017
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/RAPE_AND_SEXUAL_ABUSE_BY_INDIAN_PRIESTS-CHURCH_FAILS_TO_PUNISH_GUILTY_22.doc
RAPE AND SEXUAL ABUSE BY INDIAN PRIESTS-CHURCH FAILS TO PUNISH GUILTY 23 (NATIONAL COMMISSION FOR WOMEN WRITES TO DIRECTOR GENERAL OF POLICE, BANGALORE) 3 APRIL 2018 http://ephesians-511.net/docs/RAPE_AND_SEXUAL_ABUSE_BY_INDIAN_PRIESTS-CHURCH_FAILS_TO_PUNISH_GUILTY_23.doc
RAPE AND SEXUAL ABUSE BY INDIAN PRIESTS-CHURCH FAILS TO PUNISH GUILTY 24 (MORE SUCH CASES COME TO LIGHT) 22 JUNE 2018 (FR. THOMAS THANNINILKUMTHADATHIL)
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/RAPE_AND_SEXUAL_ABUSE_BY_INDIAN_PRIESTS-CHURCH_FAILS_TO_PUNISH_GUILTY_24.doc
RAPE AND SEXUAL ABUSE BY INDIAN PRIESTS-CHURCH FAILS TO PUNISH GUILTY 26 18 SEPTEMBER 2018 – FR. RATHINAM RAJARATHINAM SJ
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/RAPE_AND_SEXUAL_ABUSE_BY_INDIAN_PRIESTS-CHURCH_FAILS_TO_PUNISH_GUILTY_26.doc
RAPE AND SEXUAL ABUSE BY INDIAN PRIESTS-CHURCH FAILS TO PUNISH GUILTY 27 7 OCTOBER 2018 (FR. JOBY KACHAPPILLY VC IN HIDING IN ROME CONTINUES TO CONDUCT RETREATS OVERSEAS WITH SUPPORT FROM HIS CONGREGATION - 05/UK CATHOLICS INITIATE ACTION)
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/RAPE_AND_SEXUAL_ABUSE_BY_INDIAN_PRIESTS-CHURCH_FAILS_TO_PUNISH_GUILTY_27.doc
RAPE AND SEXUAL ABUSE BY INDIAN PRIESTS-CHURCH FAILS TO PUNISH GUILTY 28 26 FEBRUARY 2019 – FR. MATHEW JOSEPH ARACKAL MCBS

http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/RAPE_AND_SEXUAL_ABUSE_BY_INDIAN_PRIESTS-CHURCH_FAILS_TO_PUNISH_GUILTY_28.doc
RAPE AND SEXUAL ABUSE BY INDIAN PRIESTS-CHURCH FAILS TO PUNISH GUILTY 29 17 FEBRUARY 2019 (FR. ROBIN VADAKKUNCHERIL SENTENCED FOR RAPE OF MINOR)
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/RAPE_AND_SEXUAL_ABUSE_BY_INDIAN_PRIESTS-CHURCH_FAILS_TO_PUNISH_GUILTY_29.doc
RAPE AND SEXUAL ABUSE BY INDIAN PRIESTS-CHURCH FAILS TO PUNISH GUILTY 30 1 APRIL 2019 (FR. JOHN PRAVEEN KUMAR SENTENCED FOR SEXUAL ABUSE OF 13-YEAR OLD GIRL)
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/RAPE_AND_SEXUAL_ABUSE_BY_INDIAN_PRIESTS-CHURCH_FAILS_TO_PUNISH_GUILTY_30.doc
RAPE AND SEXUAL ABUSE BY INDIAN PRIESTS-CHURCH FAILS TO PUNISH GUILTY 31 4 APRIL 2019 (NATIONAL COMMISSION FOR WOMEN WRITES AGAIN TO DIRECTOR GENERAL OF POLICE BANGALORE AND COMMISSIONER OF POLICE CHENNAI) 
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/RAPE_AND_SEXUAL_ABUSE_BY_INDIAN_PRIESTS-CHURCH_FAILS_TO_PUNISH_GUILTY_31.doc
RAPE AND SEXUAL ABUSE BY INDIAN PRIESTS-CHURCH FAILS TO PUNISH GUILTY 32 6 JUNE 2019 - FR ALFONSE AIND SJ CONVICTED 
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/RAPE_AND_SEXUAL_ABUSE_BY_INDIAN_PRIESTS-CHURCH_FAILS_TO_PUNISH_GUILTY_32.doc  

RAPE AND SEXUAL ABUSE BY INDIAN PRIESTS-CHURCH FAILS TO PUNISH GUILTY 33 9 JULY 2019 - FR JERRY THAREPARAMBIL OCD 
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/RAPE_AND_SEXUAL_ABUSE_BY_INDIAN_PRIESTS-CHURCH_FAILS_TO_PUNISH_GUILTY_33.doc
RAPE AND SEXUAL ABUSE BY INDIAN PRIESTS-CHURCH FAILS TO PUNISH GUILTY 34 9 JULY 2019 - FR VIJAY VHASKR GODUGUNURU 
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/RAPE_AND_SEXUAL_ABUSE_BY_INDIAN_PRIESTS-CHURCH_FAILS_TO_PUNISH_GUILTY_34.doc 

RAPE AND SEXUAL ABUSE BY INDIAN PRIESTS-CHURCH FAILS TO PUNISH GUILTY 35 21 SEPTEMBER 2019 -FR GEORGE PADAYATTY/PADAYATTIL

http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/RAPE_AND_SEXUAL_ABUSE_BY_INDIAN_PRIESTS-CHURCH_FAILS_TO_PUNISH_GUILTY_35.doc 

RAPE AND SEXUAL ABUSE BY INDIAN PRIESTS-CHURCH FAILS TO PUNISH GUILTY 36 6 DECEMBER 2019 - FR JACOB PLAKOOTTATHIL/PLAKOOTAM

http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/RAPE_AND_SEXUAL_ABUSE_BY_INDIAN_PRIESTS-CHURCH_FAILS_TO_PUNISH_GUILTY_36.doc
RAPE BY SYRIAN MALANKARA ORTHODOX CHURCH PRIESTS 01 27 JUNE 2018/UPDATED - Fr. Johnson V. Mathew, Fr. Job Mathew, Fr. Jaise K. George, Fr. Abraham Sony Varghese
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/RAPE_BY_SYRIAN_MALANKARA_ORTHODOX_CHURCH_PRIESTS_01.doc
RAPE BY SYRIAN MALANKARA ORTHODOX CHURCH PRIESTS 02 11 JULY 2018 – Fr. Binu George  
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/RAPE_BY_SYRIAN_MALANKARA_ORTHODOX_CHURCH_PRIESTS_02.doc
RAPE BY SYRIAN MALANKARA ORTHODOX CHURCH PRIESTS 02A 11 JULY 2018/25 JUNE 2019 - Fr. Binu George  
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/RAPE_BY_SYRIAN_MALANKARA_ORTHODOX_CHURCH_PRIESTS_02A.doc
COVER-UP OF ACTIVE HOMOSEXUAL PRIESTS IN THE ARCHDIOCESE OF BOMBAY 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/COVER-UP_OF_ACTIVE_HOMOSEXUAL_PRIESTS_IN_THE_ARCHDIOCESE_OF_BOMBAY.doc
YET ANOTHER PRIEST ARRESTED FOR SODOMY 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/YET_ANOTHER_PRIEST_ARRESTED_FOR_SODOMY.doc
A THIRD PRIEST ARRESTED FOR SODOMY ON CARDINAL OSWALD GRACIAS WATCH  
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/A_THIRD_PRIEST_ARRESTED_FOR_SODOMY_ON_CARDINAL_OSWALD_GRACIAS_WATCH.doc
A FOURTH PRIEST UNDER INVESTIGATION IN HOMOSEXUALITY CASE 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/A_FOURTH_PRIEST_UNDER_INVESTIGATION_IN_HOMOSEXUALITY_CASE.doc
Jalandhar rape case: Women theologians write to Pope
https://mattersindia.com/2018/11/jalandhar-rape-case-women-theologians-write-to-pope/
New Delhi, November 20/21, 2018

The Indian Women Theologians Forum (IWTF) has written to Pope Francis expressing deep concerns over the way the Church in their country handles sexual abuse cases. Around 800 Catholics from around the world have endorsed the letter sent to the Pope F with copies to ecclesiastical leaders in India, says a November 20 press release from the forum.

The letter highlights the context and facts regarding the case of sexual abuse involving the bishop of Jalandhar. It also comments on the lack of response and the inappropriate handling of the case by the Church authorities in India.

As remedial measures, the letter requests the setting up of an impartial enquiry committee with at least 50 percent women to study the allegations and taking adequate steps to support a fair trial in keeping with the Church policy of “zero tolerance of sexual abuse.”

It wants immediate implementation of the CBCI Guidelines, 2017 of the Church in India for addressing sexual abuse, in keeping with the civil laws applicable to grievance redressal mechanisms of the country.

The November 9 letter was endorsed by Catholics from 24 countries, with the United States topping the list, followed by Australia and Brazil. The Indian signatories came from 15 states, including nearly 500 from Kerala, where the complainant and the accused of the Jalandhar case belong.

The signatories included 71 priests from India, more than 50 women religious and 16 advocates.

“In keeping with the need to be transparent in our efforts this letter is also mailed to 250 representatives of the Catholic Church, including all the cardinals and bishops within India,” the press release says.

The letter
Date: November 9, 2018
From
Indian Women Theologians Forum, IWTF India
To
His Holiness, Pope Francis
Apostolic Palace,
00120 Vatican City.
Dear Pope Francis,
Sub: A plea to intervene in the serious complaint of sexual abuse afflicting the Indian Church
The Church in India is reeling under the shock of a bishop being accused of sexually abusing a nun who was a former Superior General of the Missionaries of Jesus (MJ). The patron of this diocesan congregation is the Bishop of Jalandhar Diocese, in this case, Bp. Franco Mulakkal, who is the accused person.

The alleged abuse occurred from 2014 to 2016, and from June 2017, for an entire year, the nun sought justice, appealing to the Indian bishops, the Apostolic Nuncio, members of the Curia and finally to you. Some local bishops she approached washed their hands off the case citing the fact that they belonged to the Syro-Malabar Church and did not have jurisdiction over a bishop from the Latin Rite. Finally in June 2018, in the context of threatening measures taken by Franco Mulakkal against the family members of the nun and her five supporters in the community and the persistent inaction on the part of Church authorities whom she approached, she filed a First Information Report (FIR) with the local police as a last resort to address the issue.

When the silence of the Church authorities persisted, some members of the Catholic Church, from across Kerala, organised a hunger strike outside the Kerala High Court on September 8, 2018. The MJ supporters of the complainant were requested to join the protest. A few priests and nuns from other congregations also joined in. Initially this was to be a symbolic one-day protest, but due to the growing clamour for justice for the afflicted nun, it was decided to continue the protest. Due to pressure of the public protests that went on for 14 days and the universal public attention it received in the media, the accused was finally arrested on September 21, 2018.

A Divided Church
The Church in India finds itself split between those who support the accused bishop and those who stand with the nun. Some hail the protesting nuns for taking a prophetic stand; others condemn them and see the complaint as frivolous, malicious and/or an attempt to besmirch the reputation of the Church in an already fragile political environment.

These divisions were heightened when the accused bishop received visits from his fellow bishops in prison, while the complainant, supposedly a daughter of the Church, was forsaken.

To make matters worse, on his return to Jalandhar after being granted bail, the accused was given a hero’s welcome, garlanded and showered with flower petals by his supporters in the church premises. The fact that the Apostolic Administrator did not intervene to stop this ostentatious welcome of the accused released on bail, communicates that the Church stands with the bishop in contrast to the neutral stand claimed officially by the Church.

We are deeply concerned by the lack of due attention and intervention by the Church authorities as well as the irreparable damage that has been done to the credibility of the Church in our multireligious society and the deep divide that has been created among the faithful. We find it reprehensible that the accused is still the Bishop of Jalandhar and resides in the Bishop’s house.

This is an open display of support for the accused by Church authorities, which delegitimizes the complainant and her complaint. We are dismayed by the initial silence of the bishops and their subsequent defence of this silence as these are signs of insensitivity to the pain and abandonment that the Sister survivor and her supporters are experiencing. Till date she has received no acknowledgement of her letters from the Nuncio, the Catholic Bishops Conference of India, or anyone from the Vatican.

The untimely death of Fr. Kuriakose Kattuthara on October 22, 2018, within a few days of Franco Mulakkal’s release is also very disturbing. He was residing in Jalandhar and had received reports regarding the alleged incidents of sexual abuse and the atmosphere of fear prevailing within the MJ community in Kerala. He was a prime witness against Mulakkal and a supporter of the Survivor nun. Fr. Kuriakose in recent public interviews went on record saying that he was being harassed, and feared for his life if Franco Mulakkal was released. There is evidence to show that Fr. Kuriakose’s residence had been vandalized at least twice after he gave evidence against Mulakkal in this case.

Address the Crime of Sexual Abuse

The complaint against Franco Mulakkal has brought to light several procedural flaws in the Church. There is a complete lack of clarity on what procedures and policies exist within the Church i.e. who can complain in these situations, to whom, how and what is the response and remedy available. There are no support systems for the complainant/survivor within the Church institutions. This is in spite of the fact that the Catholic Bishops’ Conference of India’s standing committee approved and passed the ‘CBCI Guidelines to Deal with Sexual Harassment in the Workplace’ in September 2017.

As remedy we seek:
• An official acknowledgment of this letter.
• The setting up of an impartial enquiry committee with at least 50 percent women, to report on how and why the systems in the Church failed to respond to this particular complaint, and implementation of the recommendations of this committee.
• The setting up of an impartial enquiry committee with at least 50 percent women to determine the facts of the allegations, and necessary action to be taken.
• Measures to ensure that the safety and security of the complainant and the witnesses are addressed as priority.
• That the accused no longer be allowed to reside in the bishop’s house as this is seen as a sign of the Church’s support, and further enables him to garner local support which may influence the case and be a threat to a fair trial.
• That the Holy See takes immediate action and remove Franco Mulakkal from the post of bishop of Jalandhar till the legal proceedings are completed.
• That the survivor be provided with the necessary financial resources to proceed with the case legally and to facilitate the healing necessary.
• Immediate implementation of the CBCI Guidelines, 2017 in the Church in India, and the civil laws applicable to grievance redressal mechanisms in cases of sexual abuse.

We urgently request you, Pope Francis, to engage and guide the Indian Church to address this situation in a manner that restores our faith in the Church as an institution that stands for justice and due process.
We the undersigned place our trust in your wisdom and await your intervention,

cc to:
1. Most Rev. Giambattista Diquattro, The Apostolic Nuncio to India
2. His Eminence Oswald Cardinal Gracias, President CBCI
3. Most Rev. Theodore Mascarenhas SFX, Secretary General CBCI IWTF India
4. Most Rev. Agnelo Gracias, Apostolic Administrator, Jalandhar Diocese

5. His Eminence Cardinal George Alencherry, Major Archbishop of the Syro – Malabar Catholic Church
6. Most Rev. Jacob Manathodath, Apostolic Administrator of the Diocese of Ernakulam-Angamaly
7. Archbishop Maria Calist Soosa Pakiam, President KCBC 8. Bishops in India
9. Catholic Bishops Conference of India, CBCI, Council for Women
10. Conference of Religious India, CRI, Executive Members
11. International Union of Superiors General, UISG
12. Congregation for the Institutes of Consecrated Life
13. Pontifical Commission for Protection of Minors
Swami Agnivesh writes to Pope against nuns’ transfer
https://mattersindia.com/2019/01/swami-agnivesh-writes-to-pope-against-nuns-transfer/
Thiruvananthapuram, January 23, 2019
Social activist Swami Agnivesh has written to Pope Francis against the transfer of four nuns who had taken part in a protest in Kochi, demanding the arrest of rape-accused Bishop Franco Mulakkal.
He said it was with much expectation and confidence in the Pope’s ‘robust sense of justice’ that he was addressing the letter on the harassment which the sisters of Missionaries of Jesus order in Kerala were being subjected to for the stand they took in solidarity with a fellow nun, who went through harrowing experiences at the hands of bishop Franco Mulakkal.

A copy of the letter was released to PTI here. The four nuns– Sister Alphy Pallasseril, Sister Anupama Kelamangalathuveliyil, Sister Josephine Villoonnickal and Sister Ancitta Urumbil were issued transfer orders by the Mother Superior and this act, which reeks of vindictiveness, was “prima facie, punitive in nature and uncharitable”, he said.

“The people of India respect these nuns for the bold stand they took in serving as a voice in the wilderness, crying for justice for the oppressed victim. I am sure you will agree that it is basic to their devotion to Jesus Christ, who came to uphold Gods justice on earth”.

Agnivesh said it was shocking that the diocese and its religious orders concerned have gone easy on the alleged rapist and was targeting those who stood and struggled for justice for the victim.

The fact that the Roman Catholic Church in India did not respond pro-actively in the matter of the sexual exploitation of a nun has already caused extensive damage to the church’s image in India, he said and urged the Pope to intervene in the matter and defend the nuns from being harassed.

Keralites, irrespective of their religious identities, rallied round these nuns and stood in solidarity with them throughout their struggle for justice.

There is widespread anger at the injustice being done to them, swami Agnivesh said. The swami said he would be in Kerala later this month and hoped to visit the nuns in person to express solidarity with them.

The four nuns had also written to Chief Minister Pinarayi Vijayan, seeking his intervention to ensure that their transfer orders were not effected till the trial of the case was over.

Meanwhile, another nun, Lucy Kalapura, who had also taken part in the protest against Franco, Wednesday was served a second notice by the Franciscan Clarist Congregation seeking her explanation by February 6.

Nun, who protested against rape-accused bishop, gets second notice
https://mattersindia.com/2019/01/kerala-nun-who-protested-against-rape-accused-bishop-mulakkal-gets-second-notice/ 

Kochi, January 23, 2019

Sister Lucy Kalapura, who took part in a protest against rape-accused Bishop Franco Mulakkal, has been served with a second notice by the Franciscan Clarist Congregation (FCC).
She has been asked to give a written explanation to the Mother Superior by February 6. The second notice was sent after she failed to respond to the first one.

Sister Lucy had invited the wrath of the church leadership by participating in a street protest in Kochi by five nuns belonging to the Missionaries of Jesus demanding the arrest of Bishop Franco Mulakkal, who was accused of raping a nun.

In its notice sent earlier this month, the FCC had accused Sister Lucy belonging to FCC’s St Mary’s province in Mananthavady, of leading a life, which was against the ‘principles of religious life’ and the rules of the congregation.

The congregation termed as ‘grave violations’ a nun taking licence, buying a car, taking a loan for it and publishing a book spending money without permission and knowledge of her superiors.

The latest notice raises more allegations against the sister, including being late to convent and not wearing the religious attire.

Bishop Mulakkal was arrested last year following allegations by a nun that he repeatedly raped and sexually assaulted her at a convent in Kottayam’s Kuravilangad between 2014 and 2016, a charge he has continuously denied.

Sister Neena Rose, who is staying with the survivor nun, has also been asked to report to the Missionaries of Jesus congregation’s Jalandhar convent and meet its Superior General Sr. Regina Kandamthottu on January 26.
Recently, their congregation had issued transfer orders to four nuns who took part in the protests. The four nuns and the survivor nun had written to Kerala Chief Minister Pinarayi Vijayan, seeking his intervention to ensure that their transfer orders were not effected till the trial of the case was over.
Lay leader urges Vatican envoy to relocate rape-accused bishop
https://mattersindia.com/2019/01/lay-leader-urges-vatican-envoy-to-relocate-rape-accused-bishop/
New Delhi, January 24, 2019

A prominent Catholic lay leader on January 24 urged the Apostolic Nuncio to India to take immediate steps to relocate a rape-accused bishop to ensure justice and fair trial of the case.
“That Franco Mulakkal, the powerful accused, be forthwith relocated from the geographical area of Jalandhar diocese, and be forbidden to interact with the MJ [Missionaries of Jesus] congregation, directly or through intermediaries,” says chhotebhai, former national president of the All India Catholic Union, in a letter to Apostolic Nuncio to India Archbishop Giambattista Diquattro.

Bishop Mulakkal, who has been accused of sexually abusing the former MJ superior general multiple times between 2014 and 2016, is currently out on bail in Jalandhar diocese that covers the entire Punjab state and parts of neighboring Himachal Pradesh.

Chhotebhai, who now coordinates the “We Too are Church,” a collective of concerned Indian Catholics seeking the reform and renewal of the Church, has shared his “open letter” with the secretary general of the Catholic Bishops’ Conference of India (CBCI), and presidents of the Conference of Religious India and Council of Catholic Women of India, besides Catholic media outlets in the country.

The lay leader has also urged the nuncio to direct the either the CBCI president or the president of the Latin bishops’ conference to immediately meet with the alleged victim and submit his findings to Pope Francis.

CBCI president Cardinal Oswald Gracias is part of a four-member committee the Pope has set up to organize the February 21-24 meeting on “Protection of minors and vulnerable adults” in Rome.

chhotebhai’s letter echoes a letter the organizing committee has written in December to all participants of the Rome meeting that takes place in the backdrop of a series of abuse cases reported from around the world, including the alleged rape of the Indian nun.

The committee has urged each episcopal president “to reach out and visit with victim survivors of clergy sex abuse in your respective countries prior to the meeting in Rome, to learn first-hand the suffering that they have endured.”

The organizing committee wants the Church leaders to first acknowledge “the truth of what has happened” for a “comprehensive and communal response,” the healing of victim survivors.

If this is not done, the “very credibility of the Church” will be in “jeopardy,” the organizing committee asserts.

Another request from chhotebhai to nuncio is to help provide the nun allegedly raped by the bishop emotional, spiritual and ecclesiastic support. The lay leader also wants Archbishop Diquattro to ensure that the victim and her supporting nuns stay together in Kerala until their statements are recorded before the concerned judicial officer hearing the case.

The MJ superior general has transferred five nuns supporting the victim from their convent in Kuravilangad in Kerala. The congregation had earlier condemned the five nuns for joining a sit-in demanding Bishop Mulakkal’s arrest.

Chhotebhai wants the nuncio to press upon the superior general to submit to the authority of the court concerned and revoke the transfer orders “so that the course of justice is not impeded.”

He says that for several months Catholics in India have been reading and hearing, ad nauseum on TV channels “the frightening Franco Mulakkal case.”

The Catholic lay leader says his letter was prompted by Swami Agnivesh, a renowned Hindu ascetic, who wrote to Pope Francis a day earlier against the transfer of the MJ nuns.

Women religious shatter the silence about clergy sexual abuse of sisters
https://mattersindia.com/2019/01/women-religious-shatter-the-silence-about-clergy-sexual-abuse-of-sisters/
Gail DeGeorge, January 24, 2019

Galvanized by the #MeToo movement and the sex abuse crisis commanding the attention of the Vatican, women religious are now openly discussing a subject that was once taboo — sexual harassment, abuse and rape of sisters by clergy — in congregational motherhouses and national conference offices.
Slowly, an era is ending in which Catholic women religious were silent victims of sexual abuse by priests and bishops. Consider these developments in the past year:

In Chile, the Vatican is investigating complaints by members of a congregation of sexual abuse by priests and mistreatment by their superiors.
In India, Bishop Franco Mulakkal of Jalandhar faces charges for raping a former superior of a congregation multiple times. He is the first bishop in India to be arrested for sexual abuse of a nun. He has denied the charges. More than 80 sisters were among 167 signers of a letter in July asking that he be relieved of his pastoral duties. 
Five sisters of the congregation and other supporters engaged in a highly unusual public demonstration supporting the former superior and protesting initial inaction by church and state authorities.
Statements encouraging sisters to report abuse and congregational members and superiors to believe and support victims were issued by the International Union of Superiors General, the largest worldwide representation of Catholic women religious leadership; and by the Leadership Conference of Women Religious in the U.S.
The Associated Press published a story in July about sex abuse of sisters, drawing upon an article by National Catholic Reporter in 2001. In January, it published a separate story focusing on India. Other media reports have surfaced about abuse in Myanmar.
In more than a dozen interviews for this article, some patterns across countries and continents emerged on how to help prevent abuse and support victims if it does occur.

“Individual sisters have to risk telling the truth if it is happening to them,” said Sr. Esther Fangman, prioress of the Benedictine Sisters of Mount St. Scholastica in Atchison, Kansas, who delivered an address in 2000 about the sexual abuse of sisters to a Rome congress of 250 Benedictine abbots. “Others around them have to listen and believe them and not discount it as making it up — which is the same problem we’ve had in all society of sex abuse of women — that somehow it’s the woman’s fault,” said Fangman, who holds a doctorate in counseling and has worked with victims of sexual abuse. “If the power relationship is unequal, pay attention to the person telling the story because they are at a disadvantage and probably are telling the truth.”

Absent a reporting protocol or other action by the Vatican, congregations and national conferences are quietly devising their own responses. More awareness training is being incorporated into formation and leadership programs. Pragmatic measures are being implemented, such as having written contracts for sisters working in parishes spelling out duties and hours to minimize vulnerable situations in which they would be working alone. Such protections, some congregational leaders said, even include details such as making sure sisters have money for transportation to avoid taking rides from priests or bishops alone.

Greater financial independence for congregations is vital to avoid over-dependence on diocesan bishops or parish priests, several said. Donors should be encouraged to send money directly to congregations rather than through diocesan offices. Revisions in canon law should limit or prevent bishops from creating diocesan congregations, which are subject to greater local control and potential abuse, some sisters said.

Other changes are sorely needed, those interviewed said. Protocols by dioceses and the Vatican must be established, disseminated and followed regarding abuse allegations by women religious.

But real change regarding abuse of sisters, many said, requires a fundamental shift in the church hierarchy and attitude about women. While not downplaying the pain of sexual abuse, feminist theologian Mary Hunt said the problem is symptomatic of a deeper and more widespread “spiritual abuse” perpetrated upon women by the male-dominated church. “We have been told things that are not true,” she said. “Women have been relegated to second-class citizens” in the church.

A dismantling of clericalism and elevation of women, and women religious, to positions of leadership, is also critical, according to those interviewed. That would send a message to bishops worldwide about the status of women, particularly in developing countries.

“If the church can accept women as women — not as instrument or tools to be used — that would be my joy,” said Sr. Eneless Chimbali, a Servant of the Blessed Virgin Mary who has served as the secretary general of the Association of Consecrated Women in Eastern and Central Africa, or ACWECA, since 2015. “Look at the curia in the Vatican,” she said regarding the male-dominated church. “Women and laity are always at the receiving end — they are not included in the decision-making forums.”

Congregations are making changes as they can. In formation programs and seminars for superiors, attitudes are shifting to better train sisters, particularly novices and postulants, to avoid vulnerable situations and report cases of inappropriate behavior. Sr. Rose Pacatte, founding director of the Pauline Center for Media Studies and contributor to National Catholic Reporter, recently prepared a presentation for leadership and formation directors about sexual abuse, including sections about prevention, for the Major Superiors Leadership Conference in Pakistan.

The presentation, which is applicable for communities and congregations in other countries, includes sections about “grooming” of victims and role-playing exercises for sisters to practice rebuffing advances and reporting cases to their superiors. It was created with the assistance of Sr. Kathleen Bryant, a Religious Sister of Charity who served as the vocation director of the Archdiocese of Los Angeles for 21 years and has been a leader in working against human trafficking for 18 years, and Immaculate Heart of Mary Sr. Suzanne Mayer, director of Pastoral Clinical Mental Health Counseling at Neumann University in Aston, Pennsylvania.

“Each community has to figure out how to present this information to their younger sisters without turning them off men or clergy — making them wise but not afraid,” said Pacatte. “We have to recognize [sexual abuse of sisters] is real and come up with a protocol if something does happen.”

Education of sisters is helping to change the dynamics in Kenya, Malawi, Nigeria and other countries in Africa, said sisters in those countries. “There is a lot of awareness, sisters are getting educated and their level of knowledge is increasing to allow them to defend themselves and to be aware of their boundaries,” said Chimbali.

ACWECA holds workshops about religious life with congregational leaders that include issues about protection of children and vulnerable adults, she said. 
The focus is not only on sisters being abused by clergy but also on situations in which sisters may be abusing young people or those they serve, not necessarily sexual abuse but other forms of physical, mental or emotional abuse, she said. “The issue of child protection or sexual abuse is incorporated into formation and ongoing religious life in Africa,” she said.

Because of education and greater empowerment of women religious, the issue of sister abuse by clergy “has improved greatly in the last 15 years,” Chimbali said.

Workshops for consecrated women and men on accompanying victims of sexual violence during conflict were held in 2017 and 2018 in the Democratic Republic of Congo and Uganda, sponsored by partnerships of religious conferences and the Union of International Superiors General, or UISG, in conjunction with the United Kingdom Embassy to the Holy See. During the Uganda workshop, Archbishop John Baptist Odama of Gulu, knelt and apologized on behalf of male clergy who may have abused female pastoral workers.

The NCR article in 2001 cited several reports, some dating back to the mid-1990s, about abuse of sisters by clergy. While cases were found in 23 countries across five continents, one report said, the problem at the time was particularly acute in Africa because of the AIDS crisis. Sisters were seen as safe sexual partners by priests and bishops.

It’s not clear what the response of the Vatican was to the reports or the NCR article, or to current revelations of sexual abuse of women religious. The Congregation for Institutes of Consecrated Life and Societies of Apostolic Life has not responded to several inquiries made since September about the response to the 2001 reports or the more recent cases of abuse. The Vatican press office did not respond to inquiries made in January.

Years after her address became public, cited in the NCR article and in other more recent articles and forums, Fangman laments that “there are still no solutions — what is happening is that people are talking about it.”

If she were to write the report today, Fangman said, she would use even stronger language. In her work counseling victims, it’s become much clearer how deep the wounds of sexual abuse are, particularly abuse by clergy. “It doesn’t just attack their spirit,” she said. “It attacks their soul also because it is the image of Christ through the priest doing this to them.”

She and other sisters interviewed for this article stressed that sexual abuse of sisters is not limited to a particular geography. “It is not an Africa problem, it is a church problem,” Fangman said. “It is a power issue — the difference between males and females and those in the church who have power.”

The interplay of power and church authority has been unfolding in the case in India. The former superior of the Missionaries of Jesus congregation filed a case in June against Mulakkal, of Jalandhar in Punjab, a northern Indian state that borders on Pakistan, that he had sexually abused her multiple times at her convent in Kerala, a southern state. She has said she filed the case after complaints to church authorities brought no action.

Months passed without action by civil authorities or response by church authorities. Five members of the congregation and other supporters of the nun engaged in a public protest in September. Mulakkal was arrested Sept. 21, questioned and released. He has denied the charges and characterized the case as retaliation by the nun for his disciplinary actions against her.

The delay in action against Mulakkal made people skeptical about the church’s claim of zero tolerance toward clergy abuse, Sr. Jessy Kurian, a Supreme Court lawyer in India told GSR before his arrest. She was among the 167 signers of the letter in July to Cardinal Oswald Gracias of Mumbai and Archbishop Giambattista Diquattro, apostolic nuncio to India, to advise Pope Francis to relieve Mulakkal of his pastoral duties.

“Unless (Mulakkal) is relieved of his pastoral duties no impartial probe can take place,” said Kurian, a member of St. Anne’s Providence of Secunderabad who conducts training courses in human rights and Indian laws for various groups around India, including nuns.

The clergy abuse of nuns in India came to fore at the Feb. 22, 2016, meeting of the Forum of Religious for Justice and Peace, an advocacy group for women religious.

The participants then wrote to bishops and religious major superiors that sexual violence of religious women had gone unaddressed while its perpetrators escaped punishment. “This cannot be tolerated anymore,” they had asserted.

Little seems to have changed even after two years, although the Indian bishops’ conference in 2017 promulgated “CBCI Guidelines to Deal with Sexual Harassment at Workplace” as part of its efforts to implement zero tolerance.

“Unfortunately, it is not publicized or its copies distributed even among the members of the Catholic religious in India,” regrets Sr. Noella de Souza, national coordinator of the ecumenical Indian Christian Women’s Movement.

When contacted, the conference officials refused to explain how the church has implemented the guidelines.

However, Archbishop Leo Cornelio of Bhopal, a senior prelate, said he has informed his priests and nuns about the guidelines and set up mechanisms in his archdiocese to check clergy abuses.

Another prelate, Bishop Clement Tirkey of Jalpaiguri, a former member of the commission for women under the Latin bishops’ conference, also said he has implemented the guidelines in his diocese in West Bengal state.

Abuse cases began to emerge after more nuns started speaking out against exploitation, said Sr. Hazel D´Lima of the Daughters of the Heart of Mary, a former president of the Catholic Religious of India women section. But the church’s tendency to ignore or silence such case will damage it, she warns.

She says misconception about the vow of obedience prevents nuns from saying no when it is required. She wants trainee nuns to be taught to resist abuses from anyone, including priests and bishops.

Astrid Lobo Gajiwala, a lay feminist theologian, says she came to know of abuse cases 25 years ago when she was invited to address the major superiors.

“At that time the concern of the participants was to explore ways in which they could support these victims instead of asking them to leave the convent and sometimes give birth to their babies in the shadows,” she recalls. She said she had noticed much anger among nuns against the priests who continued their ministry and their “deviant behavior” after abusing nuns and women.

Nuns now know they have an alternative if the church ignores their complaints as India has an act to prevent, prohibit and redress the sexual harassment of women in the workplace.

“For most of these women, going to the police is not the first option. The abuse is usually brought to light only because the victims are not happy with the way the church has dealt with the matter.”

Yet going public can open another form of abuse as accusers are criticized as being disloyal to the church. The case involving Mulakkal has splintered the Catholic community in India between those supporting the bishop or the nun. Supporters of the nun have been criticized for damaging the church’s reputation. One sister belonging to another congregation who participated in the sit-in protest has been threatened with dismissal.

Even researching sexual abuse cases carries risk as Sr. Esperanza Principio painfully discovered in the Philippines. She was a co-author of a report about sexual abuse by clergy in the Philippines that was presented in 2002 to the Council of Bishops in the Philippines. The research was undertaken by the research committee of the Women and Gender Commission of the Association of Major Religious Superiors of Women in the Philippines, or AMRSWP, after the bishops had asked for facts regarding anecdotal reports of abuse.

The 29 cases of violence and misconduct by priests in the report included some instances of attempted rape and sexual harassment of women religious. The Philippine Daily Inquirer wrote about the report and the presentation to the bishops in two front-page articles in November 2002.

Principio, who holds a master’s degree in applied research, said in an interview with GSR that she and her co-author, Maryknoll Sr. Leonila Bermisa, took great care with the research and presented the findings to the bishops before any public report was made. Yet after the media coverage of the report, Principio said she was criticized by a high-ranking bishop, who later became a cardinal, in a written letter sent to all congregations.

Stung by the criticism and a lack of support from within her congregation, she was prompted within a few years to change congregations and become a Maryknoll. She left the Philippines in 2005 and now ministers in Peru as part of the Global Network of Religions for Children, focusing on responding to the sexual abuse of children and adolescents.

Bringing abuse cases to light is “an energy that can be turned into a positive movement, that women now speak,” she said. “The #MeToo movement is a higher strata of society – but from the pueblos and the towns, each one has to see that abuse is not permissible in any strata or any place in the world.”

After the 2002 report was published, Principio said, lay women in the Philippines became more courageous speaking out against abuse by clergy. A second study by Bermisa was published by the Women and Gender Commission in 2011 as a book, That She May Dance Again: Rising from Pain of Violence Against Women in the Philippine Catholic Church.

The Catholic Bishops’ Conference of the Philippines in 2003 issued a protocol and pastoral guidelines regarding sexual abuse, focused mostly on abuse of minors but also including cases of priests fathering children. It did not specifically address abuse of women religious. In September 2018, the bishops’ conference issued another statement apologizing for abuse and vowing not to cover up cases. The conference did not respond to an email request for comment or information about protocols specifically for cases involving women religious.

“It’s a reality that can happen in any religious congregation,” Principio said. “They must teach their sisters to define what is abuse, what is the moment you are being taken advantage of — some sisters are so naive, some are not,” she added. “It is important for women religious congregations to speak out and denounce abusers even if they are priests.”

There is no uniform training about sexual abuse or harassment — each congregation has its own formation training program, said Benedictine Sr. Mary John Mananzan, co-chair of the Office of Women and Gender Concerns (formerly the Women and Gender Commission) of the Association of Major Religious Superiors of the Philippines. Her congregation, the Benedictine Missionary Sisters, “includes gender awareness training that includes specifically sexual harassment, rape and all forms of gender violence,” she said in an e-mail, saying this training goes as far back as the 1990s.

The Office of Women and Gender Concerns offers women consciousness and empowerment seminars which include all gender issues, with religious sisters as main participants, and courses for those involved in formation so they can include gender awareness in their programs, she said.

One key to avoiding abuse lies within congregations themselves, in creating an atmosphere of trust and support so sisters feel confident coming to superiors or mentors with issues of harassment or early signs of abuse, said Sr. Florence Nwaonuma, former superior general of the Sisters of the Sacred Heart of Jesus and former president of the Nigeria Conference of Women Religious.

Seminars and workshops which deal with topics such as sexuality, the vows of celibacy and chastity, and awareness of abuse issues are part of initial formation, and also ongoing formation with temporary and professed sisters, she said.

Congregations have to be willing to bring cases of abuse to the attention of the hierarchy and work toward resolution, she said. She’s encountered more cases of sisters enduring abuse of power with priests and bishops than sexual exploitation. About six years ago, there was a case in which a priest made sexual advances on a sister working in a parish. When she resisted, the priest complained to the bishop that she was disobedient. The sister went to Nwaonuma and told her what had happened.

Nwaonuma complained to the bishop about the priest’s behavior, defended the sister, allowed her to continue her formation and be professed and transferred her another ministry. Despite the complaint, no sanctions were taken against the priest, who was transferred to another parish.

“Men deny [abuse] and it is important that women are given a level playing field and are listened to,” she said. “Sisters must be encouraged to come and talk about [harassment or abuse] but superiors have to make the sister to trust her.”

The encouragement by women religious leaders and leadership organizations for sisters to come forward about abuse cases, including to civil authorities, is an important signal, said Bryant, who helped create the training module and is deeply involved in anti-human trafficking ministry. “What gives me some hope is that we’re hearing from women in leadership,” she said. The statements, she said, are “strong and clear and no holding back. The church has never come out as clear with language as this.”

Many women religious work on ministries that focus on empowering girls and women, including anti-trafficking and domestic violence, she noted. Those lessons have to be applied to sisters themselves, to recognize the grooming processes abusers use, often through extra attention and small gifts.

More fundamental is the need to change dynamics that reinforce the idea that priests and bishops are special, that their authority can’t be questioned, she added. “We sisters have to stop the feeding of clericalism,” she said. “This is our time to empower others and to befriend the victims.”

[The article was published in Global Sisters report on Jan 21, 2019. Gail DeGeorge is editor of Global Sisters Report. Her email address is gdegeorge@ncronline.org. Follow her on Twitter: @GailDeGeorge.]

Editor’s note: Information from freelance journalist Saji Thomas was used in this article.

Dissenting sisters in rape case say they are church ‘outcasts’
https://mattersindia.com/2019/03/dissenting-sisters-in-rape-case-say-they-are-church-outcasts/  

Saji Thomas, Kuravilangad, March 11, 2019

As the Vatican grapples to devise stronger protocols and responses following a historic summit focused on clergy sex abuse of minors, five nuns in India complain of church repression for their support of a former superior general who was allegedly raped by a bishop.
“The Catholic Church leadership has been treating us as outcasts after we went public against Bishop Franco Mulakkal [of Jalandhar]. Even the Vatican has not bothered to acknowledge our complaints,” says Sister Anupama Kelamangalathuveli, the spokesperson for five Missionaries of Jesus nuns who in September last year staged a sit-in for the bishop’s arrest.

The sisters seek attention from the Vatican to the plight of women religious abused by clergy, with clearer protocols and more protection. For now, the five sisters are living with the victim in a convent in Kerala, refusing orders to return to their own communities while the case is ongoing.

They are caught in a wrangle between a bishop who supports their refusal and their congregational leadership. Meanwhile, they endure the rancor of sisters in their community who ridicule them and discount the victim’s allegations.

The five sisters rallied behind their former superior general who on June 28 complained to the police in Kerala, southern India, that Mulakkal had sexually abused her multiple times from 2014 to 2016. Sister Anupama says the victim first wrote to church authorities in January 2017, the apostolic nuncio in India in January 2018, and then to the pope on May 14, seeking church action against Mulakkal. She copied prefects of the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith and the Congregation of Bishops, and later sent reminders before going to the police. She has gotten no response, she says.

The 54-year-old Mulakkal has consistently denied the allegations and claimed that the case was due to the nun’s personal vendetta for his initiating disciplinary action against her. He was then the patron of the congregation that comes under the Jalandhar Diocese in northern India.

However, he stepped down from diocesan oversight in mid-September and the Vatican on Sept. 20 appointed Bishop Agnelo Rufino Gracias as the Jalandhar Diocese’s administrator.

Sister Anupama says the only positive gesture they have received from the church so far has come from Bishop Gracias. The administrator stayed an order from Missionaries of Jesus Superior General Sister Regina Kadamthottu asking four of the nuns to return to their assigned convents.

Having learned about the alleged rape and early backlash against the victim, the four nuns – Josephine Villoonnickal, Alphy Pallasseril, Ancitta Urumbil, and Kelamangalathuveli – rushed to offer moral support in April before the complaint was filed. They left their convents in different parts of India and came to St. Francis Mission Home in Kuravilangad, Kerala, the congregation’s convent where the rape survivor lives along with their fifth companion, Sister Neena Rose.

The five then joined a sit-in in September at Kochi in Kerala to call for Mulakkal’s arrest. The protest was organized by the Save Our Sisters Action Council, a forum comprising mostly laypeople to help Catholic women religious in distress. The nuns’ protest, with support from hundreds of people and social groups, ended with Mulakkal’s arrest on Sept. 21 and subsequent imprisonment. The bishop was granted bail by the Kerala High Court on Oct. 15.

However, the protest earned the nuns the wrath of church bodies, such as the Kerala Catholic Bishops’ Council, which condemned them for stirring up enemies of the church. Their superior and her council issued the transfer orders requiring them to return to their original convents.

On Feb. 3, Bishop Gracias stayed Kadamthottu’s transfer orders and asked the four sisters through email to remain at Kuravilangad until the case was completed.

“It was the first official communication we got from a church authority. We felt delighted,” Sister Anupama told Global Sisters Report.

Bishop Gracias’ intervention came after several social leaders and rights groups condemned Sister Kadamthottu’s orders as an attempt to intimidate the five key witnesses and weaken the case.

One supporter, Hindu social reformer and activist Swami Agnivesh, wrote to Pope Francis on Jan. 21 to help the five nuns who he said were facing church backlash for demanding justice.

“It is indeed shocking that the concerned diocese and its religious orders go easy on the alleged rapist while it is targeting those who stood and struggled for justice for the victim,” said the 79-year-old Hindu leader.

Agnivesh, who has often protested persecution of Christians in India, pointed out that Indians respect the five nuns for their “bold stand” in support of an “oppressed victim.”

At the same time, he regretted that the church’s image in India suffered greatly because of its failure to “respond proactively” to the nun’s sexual abuse complaint.

Save Our Sisters also came to the nuns’ rescue. It wrote to Kerala Chief Minister Pinarayi Vijayan on Jan. 26 urging him to protect the five nuns. More than 50 social activists, journalists, teachers and writers endorsed the SOS letter.

The letter alleged that the transfer orders were the congregation’s attempts to move the key witnesses out of the Kerala police jurisdiction and make them vulnerable to intimidation by Mulakkal and his supporters.

It also points out that Kadamthottu is a “strong supporter” of Mulakkal and has voluntarily defended him before the police and media.

The congregation clarified that the transfer order did not “intend to make any sort of intervention or interference into the due process of law and justice.” The five nuns, it said, can appear before investigation officers and courts whenever needed.

At the same time, the nuns should not use the case as an excuse “to compromise our affirmed religious values and principles of religious life,” it asserted.

The five sisters ignored the orders, labeling them as part of “a well-orchestrated strategy” to sabotage the case. “They know our sister [the victim] will not be able to fight the case if she is isolated. They can then win the case easily,” says Kelamangalathuveli, speaking in Malayalam, the official language in Kerala.

The sisters also say they fear for their lives if they are separated before the case is over.

Rose, who was asked to be in Jalandhar on Jan. 26 to explain her reasons for joining the sit-in, says complying with the order would have been “suicidal” for her because Mulakkal resides in that city.

“Bishop [Mulakkal] is so powerful that he could do anything with me if I reached there,” she told GSR in early February.

Sister Anupama was asked to return to her original convent in Jalandhar. Sister Villoonnickal was asked to go to Jharkhand and Sister Pallasseril to Bihar, both states in eastern India. Sister Urumbil was originally posted at another convent in Kerala.

Bishop Gracias expressed surprise and dismay over the transfer orders and said he was away from Jalandhar when they were issued on Jan. 3.

“I am giving a directive to the (superior) General that she will not issue any letters to the five of you without my explicit permission. This will be an order to her from me as Apostolic Administrator in charge of the Congregation — since it is of Diocesan Right, it comes under me,” the bishop’s letter to the five women said.

The prelate also assured the nuns that “as far as [it] lies within my power, there will be no move from the Diocese of Jalandhar to oust you from the Kuravilangad Convent as long as you are needed for the court case.”

Bishop Gracias later said to GSR by phone, “Canonically it is true that they are supposed to go back to their respective places of posting, however, in view of the current situation, it is not possible for them to do so.”

The superior general did not respond to several calls from GSR.

However, Jalandhar Diocese’s public relations officer, Father Peter Kavumpuram, issued a clarification on Bishop Gracias’ letter to the nuns saying the bishop normally does not interfere in the congregation’s internal matters, and, “therefore the order to return to their rightful communities by the Mother General is not canceled but stands.”

But Sister Anupama says she and the other four sisters are not swayed by Kavumpuram’s statement because he had filed a bogus case against the victim and her family members on behalf of Mulakkal to deter them from filing a rape complaint with police. The case was dropped due to insufficient evidence.

“He is only a priest and not above the bishop,” she says.

Meanwhile the Kerala government stepped up security for the five nuns after Father Kuriakose Kattuthara, another witness in the case, died under mysterious circumstances four days after Mulakkal returned to Jalandhar following his release on bail. The autopsy report said the death was natural, but the priest’s friends suspect otherwise, saying he was under great mental strain after the bishop was freed on bail.

The police requested the congregation install closed-circuit TV cameras and meet other basic requirements in their Kuravilangad convent.

The superior general wrote back saying the congregation has no money and that she had no objection if the police shifted the five nuns to a government shelter.

“This was another ploy from the superior to dismiss us from the congregation,” Sister Anupama alleges.

Sister Villoonnickal told GSR that they would not move out of the Kuravilangad convent until the case ends, “whatever happens.”

The rape case and the nuns’ protest have become a watershed in the Indian church, says Father Augustine Vattoly, who was the SOS convener until he was recently pressured by the diocese to step down.

“While the case exposed the church, the nuns’ protest became part of the Indian church history. The five will be proved right sooner or later,” he said.

The activist priest regretted that many bishops have openly exonerated Bishop Mulakkal and visited him in jail, giving the impression the church is siding with the accused. “No one has bothered to see the protesting nuns or the victim,” Vattoly said.

The case, he adds, is “a gift from the Holy Spirit” to cleanse the church from within.

Sister Urumbil says many bishops have passed through on the road close to their convent, but “no one has come to see us until now.”

Sister Anupama says the Kuravilangad convent has four other nuns, all Mulakkal supporters, who often taunt and harass the rape survivor and the other five sisters.

The local superior asked them not to work in the garden and threatened to file a police case against workers the sisters had called to assist them.

“We were impeded from growing vegetables, rearing poultry and other work,” she says, and adds that the Mulakkal supporters “even threatened the workers we called to till the earth for cultivating vegetables.”

Life in the convent has been tense, Sister Anupama said. All 10 nuns come together only when they have occasional Mass in the convent. Otherwise the two groups pray separately.

The five nuns were able to persevere in planting their garden. Sister Pallasseril says the kitchen garden and poultry farm give them positive energy in their stressed life.

“We all come together to water the plants and feed the chickens regularly to divert our attention from the case and breathe some fresh air. It is really recharging and entertaining to be in the garden,” Sister Pallasseril says.

The five find time to pray together, meditate and share their experiences with each other. They sit before the tabernacle and read the Bible to draw strength from God and each other, and are thankful for supporters of their struggle.

K.V. Rajan, a Hindu who participated in the nuns’ protest, says “serious injustice” has been done to the nuns and that people should come forward to correct and control the church leaders. “People should not fear the leaders but the leaders should fear the people,” he told GSR.

“We get prayers and support from people from all walks of life,” Sister Anupama says. “Strangers meet us on the road or in public transport and encourage us to continue our fight.”

[Saji Thomas is a freelance journalist based in Bhopal, a central Indian city. He has worked for several mainstream newspapers such as The Times of India. This article is part of a collaboration between GSR and Matters India, a news portal that focuses on religious and social issues in India. GSR published the article on February 28, 2019]

‘Devil incarnate’, influential priest, Bishop Mulakkal goes on trial today for rape
https://theprint.in/india/devil-incarnate-influential-priest-bishop-mulakkal-goes-on-trial-today-for-rape/318938/
Rohini Swamy, Kottayam, Kochi, Pala, November 11, 2019

Inside the St Francis Mission Home at Kuravilangadu in Kottayam, the mellow strains of prayers waft through the heavy air — there’s a retreat in progress.
Once the retreat ends, the silence in the convent premises is punctuated by a fervent prayer — for justice. This comes from a 42-year-old survivor battling one of the Catholic Church’s highest-ranking clergyman, who she has accused of sexual abuse.

The nun alleged that Bishop Franco Mulakkal, of the Jalandhar diocese, had sexually abused her 13 times for two years from 2014 to 2016.
But the road to bring him to justice has already been long-drawn.

While she lodged a complaint against the bishop in June 2018, the police finally filed a 1,400-page charge sheet in April 2019. In it, the bishop has been accused of illegal confinement, criminal intimidation, unnatural sex, rape and misuse of power.

Mulakkal, who is out on bail, finally goes on trial today (11 November).
In between, the case has had its twists and turns — the death of a witness at the Jalandhar diocese, alleged threats of expulsion to nuns who protested in favour of the survivor, alleged intimidation, political pressure and the repeated transfers of police officials probing the case.
A reclusive survivor fights on
At the mission in Kuravilangadu, the survivor is guarded.

Seated just outside, the three police personnel, including a woman constable, keep a close watch and register all who request to meet with Sister Anupama Kelamangalathuveliyil, one of the nuns who protested on the survivor’s behalf.

ThePrint reached out to the survivor who communicated that she would prefer to be left alone and fight the case with the strength of those supporting her.

“She is a brave lady who has called him out, but she is very emotional too,” says a nun from the convent on condition of anonymity. “She breaks down each time she talks about the incident. She is always in prayer,” the nun adds.

“We do live in fear as to what would possibly happen to the case,” says sister Anupama. “We don’t want him to walk scot-free. We know it is a long-drawn fight but we believe in God and he will help us.”
She adds that the nuns hope the case will set a precedent.

“There have been several cases of abuse in churches across the country. Most times the seniors have warned the perpetrators or punished them,” Sister Anupama says. “But here is a man who is extremely influential. He should and cannot walk out free after what he has done. He should be made an example of.”

Sister Anupama and three other nuns — Neena Rose, Josephine Villoonnickal and Ancitta Urumbil — tell ThePrint they have been “pressured, hounded and threatened by the Convent superiors to drop the case or be defrocked”.

But that, they say, has not deterred them.

“There have been several attempts to demoralise, derail, split, intimidate and weaken us,” says Sister Anupama. “We are together and will stick together for our sister. Nobody can try and weaken our resolve.”

Mulakkal has denied all the charges made by the victim. Instead, he alleged that the nun had indulged in an “illicit incestuous relationship” and when she was pulled up, she retaliated with a case against him.

The church stands steadfast behind the bishop and even though he has been stripped of his pastoral duties, he continues to operate and command the same respect, alleges Sister Anupama.

Delay and a traumatised family
One of the questions raised against the survivor is the delay in approaching the police.

According to her statement to police, the bishop would make frequent trips from Jalandhar to Kuravilangadu. He allegedly first abused her at the guest room in the mission on 5 May 2014.

He allegedly abused her 13 times until 23 September 2016, each time visiting the convent on the pretext of some official work. She told the police that she repeatedly raised the issue with her seniors in the church but they remained silent.

She finally approached the police in June 2018.

The survivor’s sister says they approached a number of church authorities for help. “We are very pious Christians and God-fearing. Never did it cross our minds that a bishop, who we see as the messenger of God, would turn out to be the devil incarnate,” the sister said.

“We made several requests to church officials and influential priests in our congregation but to no avail. That is when my sister decided to file a police complaint.”

Talking about the pain her family undergoes every time they are made to talk about the case, the survivor’s sister recalls how on 7 May 2016, Bishop Mulakkal had visited their house in Kalady near Kochi to partake in the communion of her son.

“My sister stood away from us on that day. She had tears in her eyes. I assumed she was upset that the communion was taking place while I was still mourning my husband’s death,” says the sister. “She opened up to me about the ordeal much later and then it dawned on me that those were tears of pain inflicted by Franco.”

“I won’t even call that man by his name,” she adds. “He had the audacity to offer prayers in my house, a day after he had hurt my sister.”
A case of twists and turns
The case, which has been rocked by one controversy after another, has deeply divided the Catholic Church in Kerala.

After the nun approached the authorities on 27 June 2018, nearly three months later in September, Mulakkal was arrested.

In the intervening period, on 30 July 2018, police charged Fr. James Erthayil, another priest, for attempting to influence the nuns who raised their voices against the bishop.

The nuns submitted an audio clip where the priest is heard offering 10 acres and a new convent to a friend of the nun to withdraw the complaint against Mulakkal.

On 8 September, four nuns named above staged a sit-in protest in Kochi demanding the bishop’s arrest.

Less than a month after his initial arrest, Mulakkal was granted bail by the court. To make matters worse for the protesting nuns and the survivor, the clergyman was given a grand welcome after he was released in Jalandhar.

Fear and anxiety gripped the protesting nuns and the survivor, after one of the key witnesses in the case, Fr Kuriakose Kattuthara, was found dead on 22 October.

Mulakkal was only released from jail on 16 October.

There have also been allegations that the bishop had made attempts to delay the case.

On 13 June this year, Kottayam Superintendent of Police (SP) Harishankar and Vaikom Deputy SP K. Subash, both senior officers in the case, were transferred. SP Harishankar has now been made part of the investigation.

Then, on 25 October, the sub-inspector from Vaikom police station, Mohandas, was transferred, days after he issued a notice to Mulakkal, questioning why his bail shouldn’t be cancelled based on a complaint from the survivor.

In the fresh complaint, the survivor alleged that Mulakkal and his followers were disgracing her through a YouTube channel called ‘Christian Times’ and social media.

“Till now, he (Mulakkal) has made 14 applications seeking clarifications on the charge sheet filed against him. This is nothing but a delaying tactic so that they can buy time,” said Kochi-based Shyju Antony who is part of the collective Save Our Sisters, which has been supporting the protesting nuns and the survivor.

“We have seen that there has been every attempt to delay the case by the accused,” public prosecutor Jithesh Babu tells ThePrint. “We have a watertight case and we will ensure that it is brought to its logical end. He may be influential, but the police have done thorough investigations to ensure justice.”

In all, the Kerala Police has conducted extensive interviews of 83 witnesses, including three bishops, 11 priests and 24 nuns.
“Whether the nuns win the case or not, at the end of the day, they will be the ones who will face backlash from the church. There is no doubt about that and they should be prepared for it,” warns Shyju.

ThePrint made repeated efforts to connect with Mulakkal’s counsel, but there was no response.

The ‘influential’ Bishop
Born in Thrissur, Mulakkal was ordained as a priest in 1990 and lived in Rome from 1997 to 2001. In Rome, Mulakkal pursued his thesis on “A theological investigation into the moral teachings of Guru Nanak.”

He went on to work as the public relations officer of the Jalandhar diocese from 2006 to 2008 and was appointed an auxiliary bishop in Delhi in 2009.

Beyond the church, as the bishop, he also controls hundreds of educational institutions across the region.

It was as the public relations officer that Mulakkal is said to have developed connections with several high-profile people, including politicians, in Jalandhar and Delhi. It was the 54-year-old bishop’s extensive influence over Christians in Punjab and Haryana that made him a much sought-after clergyman.

“He was the man that the political parties approached if they wanted the Christian vote in the area,” says Shyju. According to him, this was primarily why Mulakkal was being shielded by the church.

“He was so powerful that even when the police went to Jalandhar to question him and arrest him, they were not allowed to meet the bishop for several hours,” claims a source closely associated with the case.

“It was only after an assurance was given by the Kerala Police to the bishop’s counsel that they would only question him and not arrest him that the bishop, who had fled from his official residence, returned.”

Court orders Indian bishop accused of raping nun to stand trial
https://cruxnow.com/church-in-asia/2020/03/court-orders-indian-bishop-accused-of-raping-nun-to-stand-trial/
March 20, 2020

A trial court in southern Kerala state ordered Bishop Franco Mulakkal to appear for trial March 24 on charges of repeatedly raping a nun.

The charges led to him stepping down as bishop of Jalandhar in 2018.

A court in Kottayam district of Kerala rejected the bishop’s claim that there was no prima facie evidence to frame charges against him and asked him to appear for the trial, set to begin March 24. The bishop told Catholic News Service that he would appeal to the Kerala High Court.

The rape case against the bishop was registered in June 2018 in Kottayam district in Kerala. The nun, who claimed she was raped 13 times by the bishop over two years, said the rapes took place in the convent guest house of the Missionaries of Jesus congregation near Kottayam.

Following questioning, Mulakkal was arrested in September 2018 and was released on bail within a month. After months of court hearings on the evidence and as the trial was to begin, in January he submitted a special discharge petition before the trial court. The bishop claimed the rape allegation was “concocted” in revenge for his disciplinary action against the nun, a former superior general of the congregation under his charge.

Sister Anupama, a member of the congregation, told Catholic News Service “the court has given a clear message that there is substance in the allegation.”

“We are happy that the court has lent credibility to what we have been saying. Since the court has decided to go ahead with the trial, the church leadership should ask the bishop to resign or sack him,” she said.

Bishop Accused of Raping Kerala Nun Goes To Top Court, Seeks To End Case
https://www.ndtv.com/kerala-news/bishop-franco-mulakkal-accused-of-raping-kerala-nun-goes-to-top-court-seeks-to-end-case-2268803
A. Vaidyanathan, New Delhi, July 25, 2020
A bishop from Punjab's Jalandhar has approached the Supreme Court seeking to clear rape charges against him. Bishop Franco Mulakkal was accused of raping a nun several times between 2014 and 2016 in Kerala. The 43-year-old nun filed a complaint with Kottayam police in June 2018.
Mulakkal in his petition to the Supreme Court said he has been implicated in the case and questioned the financial dealings of the nun.

Both the Kerala High Court and the trial court had dismissed Mulakkal's plea to clear the charges against him and directed him to face trial.

The nun is a member of the Missionaries of Jesus congregation based in Punjab.

A special investigation team (SIT) of the Kerala Police arrested Mulakkal in September 2018 after several rounds of questioning. He was freed on bail after 40 days.

Mulakkal was removed as the Jalandhar bishop after the rape allegations surfaced. The SIT has filed a charge sheet against him.

The trial was scheduled to start on November 11 last year, but it was put off till November 30. It was again deferred to January 6 this year after Mulakkal sought more time.

Later, he filed a discharge plea in the trial court in Kottayam, seeking to clear charges against him, claiming that the rape survivor implicated him after he took action against her for financial irregularities in the convent.

On July 1, Mulakkal skipped a hearing at the Kottayam additional district court on the grounds that his house was in a coronavirus containment zone. The public prosecutor then pointed out the area was not a containment zone and that it was a deliberate attempt to delay the case.

The bishop has been charged with rape, wrongful confinement, unnatural offence and criminal intimidation.
The nun has said she had to approach the police after church authorities did not act on her repeated complaints. She and other nuns living in the same hostel had repeatedly complained of intimidation and pressure from church authorities. The nuns have alleged the church was trying to separate them from the survivor.

Nun rape case: Bishop Franco Mulakkal granted bail by trial court
https://www.tribuneindia.com/news/nation/nun-rape-case-bishop-franco-mulakkal-granted-bail-by-trial-court-123403 

Kottayam, August 7, 2020

A trial court here on Friday granted bail to Bishop Franco Mulakkal, accused of raping a nun in Kerala, with stringent conditions and directed him to be present on the dates of hearing of the case.

The Additional Sessions Court had cancelled the bail granted to the Bishop on July 13 for failing to appear for the trial and issued a non-bailable warrant against him.
Mulakkal was present in the court on Friday when it considered the matter.

Granting bail, the court directed him not to leave the state till the charge-sheet is read out to him on August 13 and to be present court on the dates of hearing of the case.

The court also directed him to offer fresh sureties and bail bonds.
On July 13, Mulakkal’s counsel had informed the court that his client could not appear as he had been in self-quarantine due to his primary contact with a COVID-19 infected person.

The next day, the former Jalandhar Bishop had tested positive for coronavirus.
The prosecution informed the court that Mulakkal had not produced the COVID negative certificate, to which the court observed that the state Health Department can take necessary action on this issue.

The Supreme Court on Wednesday had directed Mulakkal to face trial as it dismissed his plea seeking discharge in the rape case lodged against him by the nun belonging to a congregation under Jalandhar diocese, saying there was no merit in his petition.

A bench of Chief Justice SA Bobde, AS Bopanna and V Ramasubramanian, had told the counsel for Bishop that the court was not saying anything on merit but was dismissing the plea on the issue of discharge from the case.

Mulakkal, in his plea, had challenged the July 7 Kerala High Court order, dismissing his discharge plea in the rape case filed by the nun.

The High Court had asked the deposed Bishop of Jalandhar diocese to stand for trial in the rape case, which was registered on the basis of a complaint filed by the nun.
The senior priest of the Roman Catholic Church had filed the revision petition following the dismissal of his discharge plea by a trial court in March this year.

The rape case against the Bishop was registered by police in Kottayam district.

In her complaint to the police in June 2018, the nun had alleged that she was subjected to sexual abuse by the bishop during the period between 2014 and 2016.

The bishop, who was arrested by the Special Investigation Team, which probed the case, charged him with wrongful confinement, rape, unnatural sex and criminal intimidation. 

Kerala Bishop Franco Mulakkal Charged In Nun Rape Case
https://www.ndtv.com/india-news/kerala-nun-rape-case-bishop-of-jalandhar-diocese-charged-with-repeatedly-raping-nun-2278965
Sneha Mary Koshy, Kottayam, August 13, 2020
The Kottayam Additional Sessions Court today framed rape charges against Bishop of Jalandhar Diocese, Franco Mulakkal, who has been accused by a nun of sexually abusing her in Kerala between 2014 and 2016.
The judge read out the charges to Mulakkal, including rape, repeated rape, misuse of authority, wrongful confinement and use of criminal force to outrage the modesty of a woman, among other sections, as it commenced trial in the sensational case.

Mulakkal has denied all charges.
The case has been posted for hearing on September 16, when the complainant nun will be examined in the court.
The 43-year-old nun, a member of the Missionaries of Jesus congregation based in Punjab, had filed a complaint with Kerala's Kottayam Police in June 2018.
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Five other nuns living in the same hostel as the complainant, and standing strong in her support, have repeatedly told the media that they were forced to file a police complaint after inaction and intimidation from church officials, despite repeated appeals.

In 2019, a year after filing the case, the nun had approached the National and Kerala Women's Commissions besides the National Human Rights Commission as she was facing "harassment" by the senior priest of the Roman Catholic Church and his supporters.

The trial was scheduled to start on November 11 last year, but it was put off till November 30. It was again deferred to January 6 this year after Mulakkal sought more time.

Later, he filed a discharge plea in the trial court in Kottayam, seeking to clear charges against him, claiming that the rape survivor implicated him after he took action against her for financial irregularities in the convent.

On July 1, Mulakkal skipped a hearing at the Kottayam additional district court on the grounds that his house was in a coronavirus containment zone. The public prosecutor then pointed out the area was not a containment zone and that it was a deliberate attempt to delay the case.
Later, Mulakkal approached the Supreme Court to clear the rape charges against him, but the petition was dismissed.

Ex-Bishop Franco Mulakkal to be tried for rape, wrongful confinement of Kerala nun: Kottayam court
https://www.timesnownews.com/mirror-now/in-focus/article/ex-bishop-franco-mulakkal-to-be-tried-for-rape-wrongful-confinement-of-kerala-nun-kottayam-court/636579
August 13, 2020

A trial court in Kottayam on Thursday framed charges against former Jalandhar Bishop Franco Mulakkal in the case of rape of a nun in Kerala. Trial proceedings in the case will commence on September 16.

Mulakkal has been charged under various sections of IPC including 342 (punishment for wrongful confinement), 377 (Unnatural Sex), 376 (c)(a) (sexual intercourse by a person in authority), 376(2)(k) (indulging in sexual intercourse by exhorting authority), and 506 (criminal intimidation).
I am innocent, says ex-Bishop

Claiming innocence, the accused denied all the charges against him. He added that he believes in the judiciary and will abide by whatever the court says.

Last week, the accused had surrendered before the court, following which he was granted bail with stringent conditions. The court had asked him to be present on the dates of hearing of the case.
SC dismissed Bishop's discharge plea

Earlier, the bishop had approached the Supreme Court, seeking discharge in the rape case lodged against him. However, the top court observed that there was no merit in his petition and dismissed it. Further, the court directed him to face the trial. The accused had approached the apex court after the High Court rejected his petition on July 7.

In June 2018, a nun had lodged a complaint with the Kottayam police, alleging that Mulakkal raped her multiple times between 2014 and 2016. Subsequently, police initiated an investigation and arrested Mulakkal in September 2018.

Kerala court frames charges against rape-accused ex-Bishop Franco Mulakkal
https://www.hindustantimes.com/india-news/kerala-court-frames-charges-against-rape-accused-ex-bishop-franco-mulakkal/story-qgBaK9JdY1pCLmthIauOQK.html 
Kottayam, August 13, 2020

A court here on Thursday framed charges against former Bishop of Jalandhar Diocese, Franco Mulakkal, in the case relating to rape of a nun in Kerala.

The Additional Sessions Court Judge read out to Mulakkal, who was present in the court, the charges under various sections of the IPC including the punishment for offence for rape as it commenced trial proceedings in the sensational case.

The accused denied the charges against him.

The case was posted for September 16 for the victim’s examination.

He has been charged under various sections of IPC including 342 (punishment for wrongful confinement), 377 (Unnatural Sex), 376 (c)(a) Sexual intercourse by person in authority 376(2)(k) (indulging in sexual intercourse by exhorting authority), and 506 (criminal intimidation).

Last week, the Bishop was granted bail by the court with stringent conditions and directed him to be present on the dates of hearing of the case.

The Supreme Court had directed Mulakkal to face trial as it dismissed his plea seeking discharge in the rape case lodged against him by the nun belonging to a congregation under Jalandhar diocese, saying there was no merit in his petition.

Mulakkal, in his plea had challenged the July 7 Kerala High Court order, dismissing his discharge plea in the rape case filed by the nun. The High Court had asked the deposed Bishop of Jalandhar diocese to stand for trial in the rape case.

The senior priest of the Roman Catholic Church had filed the revision petition following the dismissal of his discharge plea by a trial court in March this year.

The rape case against the Bishop was registered by police in Kottayam district.

In her complaint to the police in June 2018, the nun had alleged that she was subjected to sexual abuse by the bishop during the period between 2014 and 2016.

The bishop was arrested by the Special Investigation team.

Two years after nun accuses bishop of rape, trial starts with reading of charges
https://www.globalsistersreport.org/news/news/news/two-years-after-nun-accuses-bishop-rape-trial-starts-reading-charges
Saji Thomas, Kottayam, August 14, 2020
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Two years after a Catholic sister accused a bishop of rape and intimidation, the official trial started Aug. 13 as a district court judge read the charges aloud to Bishop Franco Mulakkal of Jalandhar.
The rape case is the first one to involve a Catholic bishop in India. The trial will resume Sept. 16 with testimony from the victim and cross-examination.

Judge G. Gopakumar of the Additional District and Sessions Court in Kottayam, Kerala, read out a brief statement of charges that said Mulakkal had repeatedly raped the former superior general of the Missionaries of Jesus and intimidated her with the influence of his office.

The nun has accused Mulakkal of subjecting her to rape and sodomy 13 times between 2014 and 2016.

The judge also listed the dates of the alleged crimes in the congregation's convent at Kuravilangad, a village near Kottayam, and asked Mulakkal if he would agree with the charges.

The prelate, who stood before the judge in the witness box at the back of the courtroom, loudly replied, "No." His response was heard by those inside the court and about two dozen watching the proceedings from the corridor.

Until now, most hearings in the case have been held in closed session with only the judge, attorneys for both parties, court officials and the investigating officer present, as requested by Mulakkal, who has been absent on many occasions.
Although the Aug. 13 proceedings were open to the public, the court did not permit visitors and media inside due to COVID-19 protocols.

The process of reading out the charges lasted three minutes as the judge highlighted the main points of the 2,000-page charge sheet that included statements of the accused and witnesses, the police investigation's findings and supporting documents.

Unlike in past appearances, Mulakkal avoided wearing bishop's clothing and opted for a pair of trousers, a shirt and black sports shoes. He had reached the court 15 minutes early and waited on a wooden bench reserved for those involved in the trial.

Asked for his reaction as he walked out of the court, Mulakkal, 56, told reporters, "I pray the hidden truth be brought out" through the trial. The bishop appeared composed as he waved to the media while getting into the car to leave.

Testimony to begin
Meanwhile, the court has summoned the rape survivor to testify Sept. 16 and respond to questions.

"The process of trial in the case has begun after framing the charges against Bishop Mulakkal, and now the court will examine the survivor and other witnesses in the case in the interest of justice," public prosecutor Jithesh J. Babu told Global Sisters Report. "The trial in the case, if continued uninterrupted, will be over within two or three months," he added.

The case has 83 witnesses, including Cardinal George Alencherry, the head of the Eastern Rite, Kerala-based Syro-Malabar Church.

Mulakkal maintains his innocence and says he is a victim of conspiracy. He also maintains the case against him was due to the nun's vengeance for his ordering a probe into her alleged financial mismanagement and other issues.

However, various levels of Indian judiciary had rejected the bishop's efforts to get his case dismissed. All of them — the trial court on March 16, the Kerala High Court on July 7 and the Supreme Court on Aug. 5 — rejected Mulakkal's appeals and ordered him to stand trial.

On July 13, the Kottayam court canceled the bishop's bail and issued an arrest warrant against him after he missed 13 court dates. It also seized 200,000 rupees each from two guarantors and 200,000 rupees the bishop had given as his personal guarantee. The 600,000 rupees forfeited totals about $8,000.

Claiming he tested positive for COVID-19, Mulakkal approached the court on July 17 to restore his bail and cancel the arrest warrant. The court asked the police to verify the medical certificate and stayed his arrest until Aug. 7.

In a surprise move Aug. 7, the bishop surrendered to the Kottayam court, which restored his bail after he promised not to miss future dates. The court also asked Mulakkal and two new guarantors to deposit a new 600,000 rupees as surety.

Mulakkal's team questions holdings
The Mulakkal team said it plans to file fresh suits against the nun's family.

Martin Menachery, a layman who accompanied Mulakkal to court and served as his spokesperson, said he has complained to federal and state agencies, urging them to investigate the source of income for the nun's family.

Menachery said, "The nun's family has amassed huge wealth," such as a shopping mall worth 30 million rupees ($400,619) and a bungalow of 7 million rupees ($93,478), besides other properties.

"How could her family with 80 cent farmland [less than an acre] become so rich? This has to be probed," he said, adding, "I will soon file a case against her family in the court."

Menachery also alleged that members of Save Our Sisters whom he labeled as rebels had launched an orchestrated attack on Mulakkal. "All this will be soon exposed," he said.

Save Our Sisters, a laity movement, supports the survivor and those with her.

Church response challenged
Sources such as Capuchin Br. Dominic Pathiala cite the Mulakkal case as an example of how the ego of some church leaders brings a bad name to Christians in India. "The highhandedness of the bishops leads to serious damage to the church's credibility, and the ordinary people have to bear the brunt," the priest told GSR. (In the independent Capuchin order, friars are priests but refer to themselves as brothers.)

Pathiala regrets that other bishops have aligned with Mulakkal and refused to listen to the survivor or the laity who have demanded justice for her. "The bishops think they are the church," he adds.

He also finds fault with the 2020 directory of the Indian Catholic Church because it continues to list Mulakkal as the Jalandhar bishop despite the Vatican's appointing an administrator for the diocese in his place.

Pathiala says the Indian Church could have been spared shame if other bishops had listened to the survivor's request. "Her only request was to allow her to work in another diocese away from Mulakkal's control," he recalls.

Sr. Anupama Kelamangalathuveli, the spokesperson for the survivor and her supporters, said in a guarded reaction, "The court is doing its duty and all of us are bound to follow it in the interest of justice."

Riju Kanjookaran, convener of Save Our Sisters, urged that Mulakkal be ousted immediately from the Jalandhar bishop's house now that the courts have rejected his petitions to dismiss the case.

"The Catholic Church leadership should take a stand and ask Mulakkal to vacate the bishop's house from where he allegedly runs the affairs of the diocese from behind the curtain," he told GSR.

Kanjookaran also urges the Vatican to suspend Mulakkal immediately and restore him only after he is exonerated by the court.

***
Why Bishop Franco Mulakkal is among the most powerful Christians in Punjab
https://theprint.in/features/why-bishop-franco-mulakkal-is-among-the-most-powerful-christians-in-punjab/136632/ 
Chitleen K. Sethi, Chandigarh, October 18, 2018
Jalandhar Bishop Franco Mulakkal, who is accused of raping a Kerala nun, is among the most powerful Christians in Punjab. Wooed by political parties across the board, the 54-year-old bishop commands great spiritual influence over Catholic Christians in the state.

It was visible in the way Mulakkal was given a hero’s welcome in Jalandhar Tuesday, after the Kerala High Court granted him bail Monday. His supporters threw petals and garlanded him.

“The prayers of the people of Punjab supported me. I believe that they will pray for me even in the days to come,” he told reporters.

Mulakkal has been asked to surrender his passport and not enter Kerala except to appear before the investigation officers once in two weeks.

In June, a nun in Kerala had alleged that the Jalandhar-based bishop had raped her 13 times between 2014 and 2016 during his visits to the southern state.

He wrote to Pope Francis offering to “step aside temporarily”, and was arrested on 21 September after a vociferous and continuous protest by nuns and priests in Kerala demanding action on the nun’s complaint.

Mulakkal had denied the charges claiming that “anti-church” forces were bent upon bringing a bad name to the institution. He alleged that that nun was involved in an “illicit relationship” with her relative and he had ordered action against her.

A grand welcome
The Jalandhar diocese organised a grand welcome for Bishop Mulakkal on his arrival from Kerala Tuesday. Almost 2,000 supporters led by employees of the various educational and charitable institutions controlled by the Diocese came in buses from across the state to show solidarity with him. Posters and hoardings welcoming the bishop were put up.

He was received by the Bishop Emeritus of the Archdiocese of Bombay, Agnelo Rufino Gracias, who has taken over the administration of the Jalandhar diocese from him. Mulakkal said since he is expected to remain busy with his case, Bishop Gracias will continue to administer the diocese and they will both share the Bishop House.

A prayer meeting was held inside the Bishop House, which was telecast live outside on a screen for the supporters.

Addressing his supporters, Mulakkal said their prayers had borne fruit, and asked them to continue praying for him as the second phase is yet to come. Supporters were asked to begin a relay fast for the bishop.

Mulakkal said though his focus will be on defending his case, whenever possible, he will conduct ceremonies and prayers in accordance with the duties assigned to him as bishop.

What makes him so powerful?
Christians constitute slightly more than 1 per cent of Punjab’s population, with the majority settled in Amritsar, Jalandhar and Ludhiana.

Before Partition, Jalandhar was under Lahore diocese and remained abandoned for years after Independence. In 1952, Rome declared the ‘Jalandhar Prefecture’ and put a British national in charge. In 1971, the unit was upgraded to a diocese.

The Jalandhar diocese is a powerful body that promotes all Catholic Christian activities in Amritsar, Faridkot, Ferozepur, Gurdaspur, Hoshiarpur, Jalandhar, Kapurthala, Ludhiana, Moga, Muktsar, Nawanshahr, Tarn Taran in Punjab besides Chamba, Hamirpur, Kangra and Una in Himachal Pradesh.

As its head, the bishop commanded control over the hundreds of institutions — educational and charitable —spread across the two states.

Catholic church-run schools are the most sought-after in Punjab. In 2016, the bishop tried to promote “course sheets” to replace heavy school bags in the schools the diocese runs.  He also rooted for eco-friendly Diwali and Christmas celebrations in schools run by the diocese.

Apart from the schools and colleges run by the diocese, it also directs all spiritual activities of the Church, patronising several convents, seminaries and houses in the state.
Humble beginnings

Mulakkal belongs to Thrissur in Kerala. His father was a headmaster in a local school. He studied at St Mary’s Petit Seminary there.

Impressed with the work of Bishop Keeprath (of Jalandhar diocese from 1971 to 2007), Mulakkal decided to shift his base to Punjab. He was first ordained as a priest in Jalandhar in April 1990.

He did his Master’s in English and sociology from Guru Nanak Dev University, Amritsar, and earned a doctorate degree in moral theology from Alphonsian Academy of Lateran University, Rome. He remained international treasurer of the Priest Union of India while he was there.

In 2001, he authored A Theological Investigation into the Moral Teachings of Guru Nànak from a Catholic Perspective, his doctoral work. He remained head of the department and professor at Holy Trinity Regional Major Seminary in Jalandhar and member of the diocesan College of Consulters. He also served the Jalandhar diocese as its spokesperson.
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Mulakkal was appointed auxiliary bishop of Delhi and Titular Bishop of Culla in 2009. He held vital positions in the organisation of the church. He remained the regional chairman of Northern Regional Youth Commission, secretary of the regional bishops’ conference of North India and consulter of the Pontifical Council for Inter-Religious Dialogue, Rome.

Pope Benedict XVI appointed the bishop as the consulter for the pontifical council of inter-religious dialogue in Rome.

In June 2013, Pope Francis appointed him the Bishop of Jalandhar. He paid obeisance at the Golden Temple in Amritsar soon after his coronation in the first week of August. The event was attended by almost 25,000 people, including over 700 sisters, 400 priests, 27 bishops and a cardinal.
Politicians flocked to him

In August 2014, then deputy chief minister of Punjab Sukhbir Singh Badal met the bishop at Trinity College in Jalandhar where a sarv dharma prayer had been organised by the diocese. Then chief minister Parkash Singh Badal and Akal Takht jathedar Giani Gurbachan Singh too attended the prayer.

Punjab’s former education minister Daljit Singh Cheema was the chief guest at the silver jubilee celebrations of the bishop’s baptism as a priest in May 2015.

The elaborate celebrations took place at the bishop’s native place in Thrissur in Kerala. Apart from the senior Akali leader, former union minister Oscar Fernandes, Thrissur MP C.N. Jayadevan, members of the minority commission were also present at the celebrations.

Before the 2009 parliamentary elections, Mulakkal made it clear that the Christian community will show its resentment against riot-accused BJP candidates in Odisha by not voting for “tainted persons”.

Last year, he led a delegation to meet former Akal Takht jathedar Giani Gurbachan Singh to express dismay over the desecration of the Guru Granth Sahib at Bhangawa village, for which a Christian was arrested.

Fake FB post claims Bishop Franco Mulakkal had intercourse with nun for ‘enlightenment’

https://theprint.in/hoaxposed/fake-fb-post-claims-bishop-franco-mulakkal-had-intercourse-with-nun-for-enlightenment/118869/
Nikhil Rampal, New Delhi, September 15, 2018
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A morphed image of controversial Jalandhar Bishop, Franco Mulakkal, is doing the rounds on social media.

The image, which looks like a TV grab and has the logo of news agency Asia News International (ANI) superimposed on it, shows Mulakkal saying that he had sexual intercourse with the nun for “enlightenment”.

A 44-year-old Kerala nun had filed a police complaint against the Bishop in June this year, accusing him of raping her 13 times between 2014 and 2016.

Bishop Mulakkal, who handed over his charge Saturday, will be appearing before the Kerala police for investigations, The Indian Express reported.

A Facebook user had shared the image of the Bishop allegedly speaking to the media and admitting that he had committed the act in the name of the ‘Holy Spirit’. The image was shared by more than 4,400 users on Facebook.

The image was originally posted by a Twitter handle called, ‘The UnPaid Times’.
'Whatever happened between me and nun, it is not rape. It is the Holi Ritual of enlightenment to feel the Magical Existence of Holi Jesus at the end of the act': Bishop Franco Mulakkal, accused of Rape. pic.twitter.com/F6E7hVMK3q
— The UnPaid Times (@UnPaidTimes) September 12, 2018
It had received more than 80 retweets. The same image was also tweeted by various other Twitter accounts.

However, the image being shared is actually fake. No such news feed has come from ANI, SM Hoaxslayer confirmed.

There is also a spelling error in the caption — the word ‘holy’ has been spelt as ‘Holi’, which is a Hindu festival — which raises doubts about the authenticity of the image.

The watermark on the picture also explains that image was morphed and ANI’s logo and tickers were superimposed on it. The watermark reads ‘breakyourownnews.com’, which is a website where one can create content and make it look authentic.

These are the Christian priests accused of rape across Kerala churches
https://theprint.in/india/governance/these-are-the-christian-priests-accused-of-rape-across-kerala-churches/120982/ 
Rohini Swamy, Bengaluru, September 19, 2018
The sex abuse scandal that has engulfed the Roman Catholic Church globally has not left its Indian arm untouched, as laid bare by the allegations of repeated rape against Jalandhar bishop Franco Mulakkal of Kerala.

Just last month, the Supreme Court had expressed shock over the growing number of sexual abuse complaints against priests in Kerala, which has the largest number of Christians in India (comprising Catholics and other schools).

The allegations against the Catholic clergy, who enter the church with a vow of celibacy and are known to wield immense influence on devotees, have dented the image of the institution, especially in the West, where the whole system conspired at times to keep the abuse under wraps for decades.

In India, recent allegations have also involved other schools of Christianity.

The first such high-profile case in recent times came with the conviction of Catholic priest Edwin Figarez for raping a 14-year-old girl of his parish in December 2016. Figarez was the vicar of the Lourdes Matha Church in the Kottapuram diocese.

According to the victim’s mother, the priest sexually assaulted her when she went to him for confession and continued to do so.

The abuse came to light after the teenager came clean to a teacher who asked her about a sudden change in behaviour. A medical exam subsequently confirmed sexual assault. The accused initially went into hiding, but surrendered after his brothers were arrested and charged with conspiracy. Figarez was given a double life sentence.

Two months after Figarez’s conviction, Robin Vadakkancheril, the vicar of St Sebastian’s Church in Kottiyoor, was arrested in February 2017, for allegedly raping a minor. Police say the girl was raped several times before she got pregnant and delivered a child. In his confession, Vadakkancheril reportedly said he abused the girl on the church premises.

Blaming the victim
After the case came to light, Father Paul Thelekat of the Kerala Catholic Bishops Council labelled the rapes a result of “consumerism”.

“Women are presented as commodity both in media and in advertisements and all commodities as marketed with girls and women where human body is dehumanised,” he had said.

In an editorial, Malayalam magazine Sunday Shalom sought to place the blame on the victim, asking why she had not stopped the priest.

“Daughter, why did you forget who a priest is? He has a human body and has temptations. He may have forgotten his position for a few seconds, my child who has taken the Holy Communion, why didn’t you stop or correct him?” it wrote.

In February this year, Catholic priest Thanninikkumthadathil Thomas of the Pala diocese in Kottayam was arrested for allegedly raping a British-Bangladeshi woman. The accused was the vicar of St Mathew’s Church.

In her complaint, the victim said she had met the priest through Facebook. She alleged that when she arrived in Kottayam for a week-long trip, the priest raped her. According to her, on a second trip, Thomas robbed her of her gold jewellery, mobile phone and £1,300.

In July, a schoolteacher said four priests of the Malankara Orthodox Syrian Church sexually assaulted her for several years. In her statement, she claimed they used her confession about a premarital affair to blackmail her.

The same month, a 39-year-old woman from Kayamkulam, Alappuzha, accused another priest from the Malankara Orthodox Syrian Church of raping her in 2014. She alleged that at the time of the incident, the accused, Binu George, served as the vicar at St Mary’s Orthodox Church.

According to the victim, the accused called her to his office on the pretext of discussing some family matter and raped her.

Bishop alleges vendetta
The latest is the one involving Mulakkal, who is currently a bishop in Jalandhar. Mulakkal is accused of raping a 44-year-old nun. Roman Catholic nuns are bound by a vow of celibacy too.
The nun has accused Mulakkal of raping her and subjecting her to unnatural sex 13 times between 2014 and 2016 at a convent in Kerala. She has also alleged that the church ignored her complaints, which is why she approached police.

Mulakkal has described the allegations as “vendetta” for action taken against the nun over a suspected affair with a married man.

As calls for the higher church authorities to step in rise, the Catholic Bishops Conference of India (CBCI), an association of Indian bishops, has issued a statement saying they had no jurisdiction on issues involving individual bishops.

They have said that they expect the law to take its own course, adding that the church authorities will step in after police file a “definitive report”.

“Silence should in no way be construed as siding with either of the two parties,” wrote Bishop Theodore Mascarenhas, the secretary general of the CBCI.

Shyju Anthony of Archdiocesan Movement for Transparency, which aims to make the church more transparent, has made it clear that the protest by nuns in Kerala against crime targeting women will continue.

“We will not rest till justice is delivered in all the cases,” he told The Print.
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