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MICHAEL PRABHU NARCH 7, 2020
Another nun accuses Bishop Mulakkal of sexual harassment
http://mattersindia.com/2020/02/another-nun-accuses-bishop-mulakkal-of-sexual-harassment/
https://www.hindustantimes.com/india-news/another-kerala-nun-accuses-deposed-jalandhar-bishop-of-sexual-harassment/story-KECdl16iq6GizXiWB1PjxM.html
Thiruvananthapuram, February 21, 2020

Another nun from Kerala on Feb. 21 accused Bishop Franco Mulakkal of sexual harassment, a day before a court in Kottayam is slated to hear his petition to be discharged of alleged rape of a religious woman.
In her statement to the police, the nun, a witness in the ongoing case against Mulakkal, said that she was sexually harassed by the Jalandhar bishop. She said she was forced to show her private parts and the bishop often used to strip during the video calls that he made to her.

The nun said that these incidents occurred in 2015 after she was summoned by the bishop to discuss some important issues. She further claimed that some other nuns had also undergone similar plight but were scared to speak against the ‘powerful’ bishop.

“I felt aversion to it as it was hurting my self-esteem. But he continued to talk utter obscene things. Later he started video chats describing his body and mine too. I was not interested in sexting but did not have the courage to oppose him as he headed our congregation,” she said in her statement given to the special investigation team (SIT) probing the case.

In June 2018, a 43-year-old nun, also a mother superior, had complained to the police in Kottayam that Bishop Mulakkal had raped her several times between 2014 and 2016. The nun is a member of the Missionaries of Jesus congregation based in Punjab.

But Mulakkal denied her charges saying he was framed after he took action against her for financial irregularities in the convent. A Special Investigation Team (SIT) formed to probe the case arrested him on September 21, 2018, after several rounds of questioning. The bishop got bail on October 16, 2018.

The SIT filed a charge sheet in the case last year which was supposed to begin on November 11 but was adjourned twice . He then filed a discharge petition seeking to quash charges against him, saying he was wrongly implicated in the case.

In the present case, the nun had given the statement to the SIT last year but the police did not file a separate case against Mulakkal after the 36-year-old nun insisted she was not willing to pursue the charges, said a senior police officer who supervised the probe. On February 21, her detailed statement was leaked to the media by ‘Save Our Sister Forum,’ an outfit fighting for reforms in the Church.

Supporters of Mulakkal claim the leaking of the nun’s statement was part of a conspiracy as his discharge plea is coming up in the court. “His discharge plea is coming up before the court on Saturday and the timing of the leak is really mysterious. This was a ploy to implicate him in more cases,” said Indian Catholic Forum leader Binu Chacko.

Five nuns, who sat on a fast in Kochi two years ago seeking his arrest, were not available for their comments.

Vatican rejects nun’s second appeal against dismissal
http://mattersindia.com/2020/03/vatican-rejects-nuns-2nd-appeal-against-dismissal/
Thiruvananthapuram, March 1, 2020

The Vatican has for a second time rejected the appeal of a nun who was expelled from the Franciscan Clarist Congregation on “disciplinary grounds” in Kerala.
Sister Lucy Kalappura has maintained that the disciplinary action against her was initiated only because she participated in a protest against rape-accused catholic Bishop Franco Mulakkal, who is facing rape charges.

Sister Kalappura was expelled in August 2019 from the Kerala-based congregation on “failing to give a satisfactory explanation for her lifestyle in violation of FCC laws” – which involved participating in protest against Bishop Mulakkal without permission, buying and driving a car, owning a driving license, publishing a book and earning remuneration.

Speaking to NDTV, Sister Kalappura said, “I will not go anywhere and continue to live in the congregation hostel. I have filed a case in the court and now let the court decide.” The case is likely to come up for hearing in the first week of March.
Sister Kalappura has several times in the past spoken about how she continues to live a life of isolation, with other nuns refusing to interact with her.

The congregation has said the nun was issued “proper canonical warnings,” but did not show the needed remorse.

The congregation had even written a letter to the nun’s mother in last August asking her to come and take back her daughter from the convent.

https://www.ndtv.com/kerala-news/sister-lucy-kalappura-vatican-rejects-2nd-appeal-of-kerala-nun-expelled-over-lifestyle-rules-2188078

Remove rape accused from bishop’s house: Women solidarity
http://mattersindia.com/2020/03/remove-rape-accused-from-bishops-house-women-solidarity/
March 7, 2020
A national level group of Catholic women has asked the head of the Catholic Church in India to take steps to remove a rape accused prelate from the bishops’ house as his presence there threatens the case’s fair trial.
The ‘Sisters in Solidarity’ also urges Cardinal Oswald Gracias, the president of the Catholic Bishops’ Conference of India (CBCI), to reach out to the abuse survivors with “deep care and concern.”

The group’s March 6 letter, sent two days ahead of the International Women’s Day, wants the bishops to implement without delay their guidelines to deal with Sexual Harassment at Workplace, 2017, and the Sexual Harassment of Women at Workplace (Prevention, Prohibition and Redressal) Act, 2013.

Kochurani Abraham, a group member, told Matters India March 7 that their letter demands that the CBCI leaders honor the ‘zero tolerance’ against clergy sexual abuse that the bishops declared at their February 13-19 plenary assembly in Bengaluru.

The letter was signed by 16 representatives of various women groups in the country and the Indian Women Theologians Forum and the Forum for Justice and Peace, an advocacy group of Catholic religious women, brothers and priests.

Copies of the letter were also sent to other CBCI officials.

The letter says the “Catholic Church leadership should no longer allow the accused bishop to stay in Jalandhar as this reflects the Church’s support, and further enables him to garner local support which may influence the case and be a threat to a fair trial.”

It was sent to the cardinal a day before the District and Sessions Court in Kottayam, Kerala, heard the rape case against Bishop Franco Mulakkal of Jalandhar.

On March 7, the court held in-camera hearing of two petitions from the bishop’s lawyers – dismissal of the case and issuing of a gag order on media and social media platforms.

The court posted the next hearing to March 16 when it is expected to give its verdict on the two petitions.

Meanwhile the Catholic women’s group expresses its solidarity with the survivors of clergy sexual abuse and their struggle for justice in the Church.

The group wants the bishops to support such people “in every way possible- emotionally, medically, legally and financially so that they are enabled to seek justice.”

The women leaders welcomed the bishops’ seriousness “in taking necessary disciplinary action against offenders, irrespective of their standing in the Church” and their resolve “to reach out to survivors of abuse with compassion and care, so as to accompany them in their healing and assist them in rebuilding their lives.”

However, the group regrets that the rape case involving the bishop has “called to question the very credibility of the Church in India.”

The nun survivor of sexual assault, it points out, was forced to approach the civil courts of law on being denied justice by the Church authorities. “She took this daring step after the bishop himself had filed false cases against her, her family members and the family members of the sisters who supported her,” the Sisters in Solidarity said.

The survivor’s letters seeking justice from the Church leadership in India, and the Vatican received no acknowledgement or response.

“None of the senior members of the Church visited her on behalf of Church leadership since the crime was reported. You yourself have visited the vicinity of her convent but failed to call in to find out about the trauma she had and continues to undergo. She and her small band of companions continue to experience alienation within their congregation and in the religious community where they reside.”

The accused bishop, on the other hand, has received “the full support of church leaders” as evident from “the fact that he continues to be a bishop and resides in the bishop’s house at Jalandhar, and that he was not only visited in prison by bishops, but is accompanied to court by a battery of priests.”

Although the rape accused is without administrative powers, his presence in the bishop’s house has been affecting the survivor and her companions adversely as the community still perceives him as their bishop.

“He was given a rousing welcome on his return from prison, and his supporters have also mounted an aggressive media campaign through a YouTube channel called ‘Christian Times,” the women’s group bemoans

The group also brought to the cardinal’s attention another nun’s recent accusation of sexual misconduct against the same bishop.
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RAPE AND SEXUAL ABUSE BY INDIAN PRIESTS-CHURCH FAILS TO PUNISH GUILTY 25 3 JULY 2018/UPDATED 27 PAGES BISHOP FRANCO MULAKKAL, ACCUSED
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/RAPE_AND_SEXUAL_ABUSE_BY_INDIAN_PRIESTS-CHURCH_FAILS_TO_PUNISH_GUILTY_25.doc
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