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Rape charges against another priest of the Syrian Malankara Orthodox Church: Fr. Binu George
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Orthodox priest accused of rape

https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/kerala/orthodox-priest-accused-of-rape/article24381267.ece
Alappuzha, July 10, 2018

The Kayamkulam police have registered a case of rape against Father Binu George, currently serving as priest of an Orthodox church at Ranni, on a complaint filed by a 39-year-old homemaker.
As per the complaint, the woman was allegedly raped by the priest in 2014 during his vicarship at a church at Koypallikaranma. The woman said that she had informed the Church authorities about the incident but no action had been initiated against the accused. Although, the priest was transferred to Ranni subsequently, he continued to harass her by spreading scandalous allegations. So she decided to file a case against him, the police said.

According to the complaint, Father Binu George raped her at his office after summoning her to settle a family dispute.

Kayamkulam Circle Inspector K. Sadan said the probe had been handed over to a team led by the District Crime Records Bureau (DCRB) Deputy Superintendent of Police.

Did Kerala church cover up rape by a priest for 4 years? Survivor goes to cops
This comes even as 4 priests of the Malankara Orthodox church have been accused of raping a woman using her confession secret.
https://www.thenewsminute.com/article/did-kerala-church-cover-rape-priest-4-years-survivor-goes-cops-84507
By Megha Varier, July 10, 2018

Even as the Malankara Orthodox Church is mired in an ugly controversy over rape charges against four of its priests, yet another case has now emerged. 

On Monday, a 39-year-old woman from Kayamkulam in Alappuzha district accused a priest of the Orthodox Church of raping her in 2014. At the time of the incident, the accused Fr. Binu George was serving as the vicar of St. Mary's Orthodox Church (under Malankara Orthodox Church).

According to the woman's complaint to the police, Fr. Binu George called her to his office in 2014, on the pretext of discussing a family issue. However, he proceeded to allegedly rape her, said the woman's complaint to Kayamkulam police. 

Kayamkulam Sub-Inspector confirmed to TNM that Fr. Binu George has been booked on charges of rape. 

"He was the vicar at St Mary's church in Olakettiyambalam. According to the woman's complaint, she was raped inside the priest's office in the church premises," the SI said. 

The woman in the police complaint filed on Monday has alleged a horrifying cover-up by the Orthodox Church and has detailed its efforts to 'mediate' and bury the case.

According to Sivaprasad, Dy. SP of the District Crime Records Bureau who is heading the investigation team, the survivor and her husband had filed a complaint with the church soon after the crime happened. However, the church held multiple rounds of talks and tried to mediate, after which Fr. Binu was transferred out of the church in Alappuzha. 

"The woman had complained to the church in 2014 itself. In the presence of a lawyer and the church officials, they struck a compromise and moved the priest out of the church in Alappuzha. He was transferred to Ranni in Pathanamthitta district," the police said. 
However, it took the Orthodox Church nearly three years to decide on the transfer. While the complaint was filed in 2014, Fr. Binu was given a transfer in May 2017. The church did not report the incident to the police. 
Prolonged harassment  
Even after Fr. Binu was transferred out of Alappuzha, he continued to harass the survivor, she said in her written complaint to the Kayamkulam police. 

He allegedly spread rumours about her and tried to defame her by questioning her character. 

"Even while giving a speech at the church, Fr. Binu began to talk ill about the woman. That's when she proceeded to file a police complaint," the Dy. SP said. 

Although TNM reached out to PRO of Malankara Orthodox Church PC Elias, he said that Diocese of Mavelikkara under which the St Mary's Orthodox Church comes, was entitled to give a statement on the issue. Authorities at Diocese of Mavelikkara remained unavailable for comment. 

Another Malankara Church priest faces rape charge in Kerala: 39-year-old woman files police complaint four years after incident
https://www.firstpost.com/india/another-malankara-church-priest-faces-rape-charge-in-kerala-39-year-old-woman-files-police-complaint-four-years-after-incident-4706821.html 
July 11, 2018

A 39-year-old woman has filed a rape case against a priest of a Malankara Orthodox Syrian Church in Kerala.

The woman accused the priest Binu George of raping her four years ago at Alappuzha district.

George is serving under the diocese at Koypallikaranma. The complainant said George sexually assaulted her at the office of the church when she approached him for help to settle some family dispute in 2014.

In her complaint to the police, the woman said she informed church authorities soon after the incident and was promised she would not face any further harassment. However, when George continued to torment her and spread "baseless gossip" she decided to take legal recourse, police said.

According to a report in News18, Thiruvananthapuram circle inspector K Sadan said, "He called the victim to his office saying that he needed to discuss with her about some family matters. However, he raped her. We have registered a case of rape."

In June, a man from Pathanamthitta district accused five priests of the Malankara Orthodox Church of using his wife's secret confession to blackmail and sexually exploit her.

The sexual abuse allegedly by the priests came to light after an audio clip of the victim's husband's purported conversation with a church official claiming rape of his wife by the clergymen was widely circulated on social media.

The crime branch of the state police recently registered an FIR and slapped rape charges against four of the five priests after recording the woman's statement. 
Days later, the Catholic church in Kerala was hit by a scandal with a senior nun accusing Bishop Franco Mulakkal, the head of the Latin diocese of Jalandhar of raping her and filed a case with the Kuravilangad police.
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