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                                                                                              JUNE 8, 2019 
Reading from non-Christian scriptures at Mass
On June 3, 2019, Bishop Thomas Dabre of Poona diocese permitted a Muslim to read from the Quran during Holy Mass:

BISHOP THOMAS DABRE APPROVES READING QURAN AT MASS AND JESUS’ BEING CALLED PROPHET ISA 
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/BISHOP_THOMAS_DABRE_APPROVES_READING_QURAN_AT_MASS_AND_JESUS’_BEING_CALLED_PROPHET_ISA.doc
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Religious texts of other faiths on the altar

What does the Church have to say about the use of unauthorised texts at Holy Mass?
It appears that it is not so much a matter of liturgical teaching but of liturgical discipline.

In general, experimentation is gravely wrong, as stated in Vatican II's Instruction on the Orderly Carrying out of the Constitution on the Liturgy (Liturgicae Instaurationes): 
"The effectiveness of liturgy does not lie in experimenting with rites and altering them over and over, nor in a continuous reductionism, but solely in entering more deeply into the word of God and the mystery being celebrated. It is the presence of these two that authenticates the Church's rites, not what some priest decides, indulging his own preferences." 

"Keep in mind, then, that the private recasting of ritual introduced by an individual priest insults the dignity of the believer and lays the way open to individual and idiosyncratic forms in celebrations that are in fact the property of the whole Church." 

Abuses of any kind cause scandal, meaning that such practices are obstructions to a person's way to increased Faith (see Matthew 18:6-9). 
As Inaestimabile Donum says, "The use of unauthorized texts means a loss of the necessary connection between the lex orandi and the lex credendi" (translation: people believe as they pray).
Source: http://www.ourladyswarriors.org/articles/badliturgy.htm
What can be done about liturgical abuses? First, know your rights. Inaestimabile Donum and Canon Law state:

"The faithful have a right to a true Liturgy, which means the Liturgy desired and laid down by the Church, which has in fact indicated where adaptations may be made as called for by pastoral requirements in different places or by different groups of people. Undue experimentation, changes and creativity bewilder the faithful. The use of unauthorized texts means a loss of the necessary connection between the lex orandi and the lex credendi. 
The Second Vatican Council's admonition in this regard must be remembered: "No person, even if he be a priest, may add, remove or change anything in the Liturgy on his own authority." [Sacrosanctum Concilium] 
And Paul VI of venerable memory stated that: "Anyone who takes advantage of the reform to indulge in arbitrary experiments is wasting energy and offending the ecclesial sense." [Paul VI, address of August 22, 1973: "L'Osservatore Romano," August 23, 1973.]
Source: http://www.ourladyswarriors.org/articles/badliturgy.htm
…The best way to end this chapter is to quote an internationally known and respected Indologist the late great Dr. Paul Hacker W. Germany who in a special article contributed to The Laity magazine, New Delhi, wrote:

"Therefore, we, Catholics of Europe and America, supplicate and implore the Indian Bishops Conference, especially His Eminence Cardinal Picachy-to prohibit immediately the practice of the "Twelve Points"*; to stop, without exception, the reading of non-Christian texts in the Liturgy of the Hours as well as in the Liturgy of the Eucharist…
At times the first reading was taken from the 'Vedas'. Besides being against the strict prohibition issued by the Sacred Congregation of the Divine Worship in the famous letter of Cardinal Knox to the CBCI in 1974, this goes against the clear condemnation by the Instruction of 1970 and Inaestimabile Donum of 1980. 

To refresh our memory, I quote from both Documents:-                                                                      

1. Instruction 1970: "Sacred Scripture above all the texts used in the liturgical assembly, enjoys a special dignity: in the reading God speaks to his people, and Christ present in his Word, announces the Good News of the Gospel. Therefore: 

(a) The Liturgy of the Word should be conducted with the greatest reverence. Other readings, from past or present Sacred or profane authors' may never be substituted for the Word of God".

2. Inaestimabile Donum: "It would be A SERIOUS ABUSE to replace the Word of God with the word of man' no matter who the author may be"

Source: http://archive.deccanherald.com/Content/Jun92008/metromon2008060872410.asp 

*THE TWELVE POINTS OF ADAPTATION FOR THE INDIAN RITE MASS-WAS A FRAUD PERPETRATED ON INDIAN CATHOLICS? OCTOBER 2012  

http://ephesians-511.net/docs/THE_TWELVE_POINTS_OF_ADAPTATION_FOR_THE_INDIAN_RITE_MASS-WAS_A_FRAUD_PERPETRATED_ON_INDIAN_CATHOLICS.doc
*THE TWELVE POINTS OF ADAPTATION AND THE INDIAN RITE MASS ARE ABROGATED 11 MARCH 2017
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/THE_TWELVE_POINTS_OF_ADAPTATION_AND_THE_INDIAN_RITE_MASS_ARE_ABROGATED.doc
Cardinal James Knox's letter received and published by the Secretary General of the C.B.C.I. on 10-10-1975 forbade the use of the unauthorised New Orders of the Mass for India published by the NBCLC.

A Letter from His Eminence Card. Knox, Prefect, S. Congregation for Sacraments and Divine worship, to His Eminence Card. Parecattil, President of the C. B. C. I.

SACRA CONGREGATIO PRO CULTU DIVINO

Prot. n. 789/75 








                              Vatican City,









                                                                 June 14th, 1975

Your Eminence


I enclose with this letter a report on certain aspects of the liturgical situation in India with particular regard to the use of non-Biblical scriptures and the "Eucharistic Prayer for India". 


This report has been drawn up as a basis for treating of the matter with Your Eminence and the Episcopal Conference. We are confident that this co-operation will be of benefit in this field.

With the intention of ensuring, in a calm disciplined manner, the orderly and harmonious development of liturgical adaptation in India, this Congregation respectfully asks that the Episcopal Conference arrange for the following steps to be taken.

1.
That the circulation of publications carrying texts of non-Biblical readings for liturgical use be ended.

2.
That the publication and distribution of "New Orders of the Mass" with Indian anaphora be ended.
3. 
That the Conference make clear by public statement that the use of non-Biblical readings in the liturgy and use of the Ordo Missae containing the Indian eucharistic prayer is not permitted, either in solemn or private celebration.

4. 
Every future initiative in this field should first be agreed upon with this Congregation. No action should be taken without first having received the necessary written authorization.

l am sure that those measures will help to ensure that the liturgy is truly a part of Indian Christianity, which in its many centuries of tradition has shown such faithfulness to the Church' and also in which many hopes rest for the coming of Christ's Kingdom in Asia.
With sentiments of cordial esteem, I remain,

Yours sincerely in Christ

(sd.) James Card. Knox, Prefect       

(sd.) A. Bugnini, Secretary
Seal

Sacra Congregatio Pro Cultu Divino.

But 45 years down the line, Cardinal Knox’s letter of instruction and warning has been disobeyed and the liturgy continues to be violated all across India.

MORE INFORMATION ON LITURGY AND LITURGICAL ABUSE:

http://www.ephesians-511.net/liturgical-abuse.htm
