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                                                                      JANUARY 16, 2017
Resorting to deception for the advancement of Islam
Some Rumors about Answering Islam-"Answering-Islam.org is an Israeli Jewish Propaganda Web Site"
http://www.answering-islam.org/Hoaxes/israeliweb.html        
January 9, 2002

One message has been sent all around the Muslim world for many months already: 

Please beware of the following websites:

1. www.answering-islam.org
2. www.aboutislam.com
3. www.thequran.com
4. www.allahsassurance.com
These sites have been developed by the Israeli Jews who internationally propagate wrong information about the Quran, the Hadith and the Islam.

Please spread this information to as many people as u can.

And thousands of Muslims have been obeying and continue to obey this request without stopping to think whether it is true or not, so that this message has nearly the same distribution like many viruses. Since the claim itself is so silly, we did not intend to reply, but have now received so many private inquiries asking to answer this accusation, that we see ourselves forced to give a public reply. 
It is true that these pages have information about Islam that many Muslims do not want other Muslims to find out about. They raise questions and give answers which do not conform to Muslim propaganda. Many Muslims fear that others or even they themselves will begin to doubt Islam if they would start to seriously think about the facts, questions and conclusions presented in these pages. 

It is false that these pages are developed by Jews, living in Israel or elsewhere. These pages are clearly Christian, calling all people to put their faith in Jesus as Lord and Savior. No Jew* would spend much effort to proclaim Jesus as the Messiah or call to faith in Jesus as the Son of God. That is a singularly Christian message, rejected by Jews. 

It is a Muslim paranoia to accuse Jews to be behind anything that they do not like. Even though I know the authors of the other sites, I will only speak about our own web site Answering Islam. We are a team of dedicated volunteers all around the world, who believe that God's word and command to bring the gospel to the ends of the Earth includes the Muslim world. We seek to share, discuss and when necessary debate with Muslims about the message of Jesus and the Bible and their message of Islam as found in the Quran and Hadith. We do our best to understand Islam from its authentic sources and to the best of our knowledge and with a clean conscience document all our conclusions from the historical sources. 

We believe that the information we make available to our readership is accurate and fair, though we have no goal to be "politically correct" and know that many Muslims do not like our conclusions. We believe the Bible to be the word of God and Islam to be "another message" that is not compatible with God's Word as revealed in the Bible. 

But our highest priority is truth. And on every point we raise, we are willing to discuss it, and to be corrected where we have made mistakes. Please see also our Policy Statement on this issue. 

Sincerely, 

Your Answering Islam team 



Footnote:
*For clarification on the term "Jew" as used in the article: There are a growing number of Jews who have accepted Jesus as their Messiah and God Incarnate (they are called Jewish Christians or Messianic Jews. They are regarded as apostates by the Jews and are excluded from their religious community. Even though Israel is supposedly a secular state, it rejects applications for citizenship coming from ethnic Jews who believe in Jesus and want to emigrate to Israel. Since the term "Jew" can refer to the faith or the ethnicity, there obviously are people of Jewish descent (Jews) who are Christian believers. However, the intent of the accusation made by these Muslims did not have this small minority of Jews in view (less than 1%), but the ethno-political entity of Jews, particularly the Israelis. Although Answering Islam also links to some Messianic Jewish web sites, and by now even contains a couple of articles from Messianic believers, it is was neither founded nor developed nor ever run by any Jew, not even a Messianic Jew. 

The Muslim accusation is that these sites are politically motivated, but it should be obvious to any diligent reader of Answering Islam that the site is about the theological disagreements of Christians with the claims of Islam, even though these disagreements sometimes have political implications (because of the fundamentally political nature of Islam). Mainly after Sept. 11, 2001, and due to the many questions we received on these issues, we have begun to add some material that focusses on political dimensions of the Islamic system. 

Muslim Desperation Leads to E-Mail Fraud

http://www.answering-islam.org/Hoaxes/emailfraud.html 

Most people will know, that is very easy to forge the sender address of an email, making the message appear to originate from any valid or invalid address. Nearly all commercial spam messages have an invalid sender address. 
On May 20, 2003 we received well over 3,200 bounce messages at the feedback email address of our website. 

We are used to email attacks that have the sole purpose to annoy us, to clog up our system and waste our time. We have sophisticated custom software to delete thousands of similar messages within minutes, or to block specific domains from being able to send anything to us. We can always trace the i/p address of the machine that originated the spam and we always contact the network provider responsible. Network providers always respond quickly to complaints of ‘electronic terrorism’ and take appropriate action. In all these years we have never bothered to talk about such attacks, but this case exhibits some interesting ‘psychology’. This one was not sent to us, but sent in our name to many others. 

Extrapolating from the number of invalid addresses that produced these thousands of error messages, the following email was sent to probably several hundred thousand, maybe even millions of addresses: 

From: answering islam
To: ... 
Subject: i accept i was wrong, sorry osama
Reply-To: andy_898989@yahoo.com 
Date: Tue, 20 May 2003 21:37:20 +0500
Message-Id: 200305210359.h4L3x8A06680@mail.multi.net.pk 
hi, i am very sorry to all those who were misguided by our site http://www.answering-islam.org 

i accept that it was totally based on islamic enmity. i do believe that our team was working on anti muslim agenda and it was just to oppose islam, by hooks or crooks.
i do believe that my dear friend osama's site 

http://www.answering-christianity.com 

is the best work of his tryings to defend his religion. (but i do believe that the only truth is the faith i am following)
i still has no plans to change my religion but i do believe that we should now work for international peace and collaboration 
i am leaving the answering-islam team now . I hope all the other members of the team will understand what i have understood.
we cannot create peace by this manner. i think it is enough. i hope dear osama will also understand this point.
take care and sorry again, to all those who were misguided and speacially to my friend osama. 

Observations and comments: 

The domain name found in the above Message-Id indicates that the emails originated from Pakistan, but Answering Islam does not have any team member living in Pakistan. 

It is possible to forge also the message-ID of an email. However, enquiries to upstream providers confirmed that these emails indeed originated in Pakistan. 

The sender claims to be part of the Answering Islam team, but the message is not signed with a name. 

Nobody on our team has such poor English language skills as displayed in the above message. 

Nobody on the team of Answering Islam has changed his mind about Islam. 

Though we cannot look into the hearts and minds of the perpetrators to be sure about their motivation, the following conclusions seem to be difficult to avoid: 

Apparently some Muslims are becoming very nervous about the fact that Answering-Islam.org has become a household name, and has gained a considerable readership all over the world, including in the Muslim world. Perhaps they thought: If only we can make the world believe that some of those who were the strongest in their opposition to Islam now repent and publically acknowledge how wrong they were, then this may reestablish confidence in Islam to those who have started to doubt it. 

Did their plan work?   Hardly. 

What is the ultimate message that was communicated here? 

Does it speak about the strength or the weakness of one's religion if one has to use deception to promote or defend its ‘truth’? 

Even though deception has been explicitly permitted by the prophet of Islam, particularly for fighting unbelievers, lies and deception are never able to be sustained for long. These people have only managed to embarrass Islam and many fellow Muslims, since hundreds of thousands will now be reading this page that is exposing their fraud to the world. 
In fact, we want to thank these anonymous Muslims who have given us free advertising by bringing our site to the attention of many people who had never visited it before. 

True, Osama's site "Answering Christianity" was also advertised this way, but does not bother us, since those readers visiting both, will easily see the difference between the two. 

There is another deceptive trick that Osama has been employing for many years: He uses the domain name answering-islam.com in order to detract readers from the genuine Answering Islam site to his anti-Christian and pro-Islamic propagation site. [Some forty days later, there is yet another incident of email fraud associated with Osama's site.] 

The principles given to every true believer in the word of God are these: 

Rather, we have renounced secret and shameful ways; we do not use deception, nor do we distort the word of God. On the contrary, by setting forth the truth plainly we commend ourselves to every man's conscience in the sight of God. (2 Corinthians 4:2) 

None of us should ever want to come under the same condemnation that Jesus spoke of when he told some wicked men, "You are of your father the Devil, and you want to do the desires of your father. He was a murderer from the beginning, and does not stand in the truth, because there is no truth in him. Whenever he speaks a lie, he speaks from his own nature, because he is a liar, and the father of lies." (John 8:44) Also we note that nothing unclean will be able to enter Paradise. After the Day of Judgment, "... the cowardly and unbelieving and abominable and murders and immoral persons and drug abusers and idolaters and all liars, their part will be in the lake that burns with fire and sulfur, which is the second death." (Revelation 21:8 & 27; 22:15) 



Fear produces much irrational behavior. This email campaign seems to spring from a similar motivation as this warning against Answering Islam that has been circulating around the internet already for years and is brought to our attention every couple of months by people who received it from some "well-meaning Muslim".

Yet another E-Mail Fraud

http://www.answering-islam.org/Responses/Osama/emailfraud2.htm 


It seems to become fashionable these days to send forged emails in the name of Answering Islam. Another recent incident is exposed in the article Muslim Desperation Leads to E-Mail Fraud. Most of the comments and observations made in that article hold for this new fraud as well, so that there is no need to repeat them here. 

The motivation and approach is obvious: "If we cannot prove Answering Islam wrong in what they publish, i.e. if what they write is not bad enough, then we have to publish something in their name that will make them look bad." Since Muslims do not have access to our site, i.e. they can't smuggle anything into our website, the only other way is to create forged emails in our name, and publish those on their site claiming that they received them from us. 

This time, after the first attempt didn't work out all that well, the Muslim forgers decided they have to think one step ahead: "What if they just deny they sent it? We need to make that difficult, or sounding not credible." Well, let's see what they came up with. 
On 07/04/2003 Osama Abdallah published the following accusation on his site (at the bottom of this page): 

A rude email from the "Answering Islam" arrogant Christians sent to me:
The following is an email I received. I have bolded, colored and underlined in dark green the ridiculous remarks they made in the "PS" section. Please be advised that I have left the contents of the email as is. I did not alter it or modify the words in the email in any way!

Also, please be advised that I don't have a definite proof that this email was indeed from them. Some people can send emails covered with different aliases. So in other words, a person can send a bad email under the sender "Osama Abdallah". ... 

[... various irrelevant polemics deleted ...] 

Subject: Request from Answering-Islam.
Date: 6/30/03 5:34:45 PM Central Daylight Time
From: [forged Answering-Islam feedback email address was placed here]
To: ISLM4EVR1@aol.com 
Dear Osama Abdallah,
The Answering-Islam Team would like to ask you to remove the following false-informative articles from your web site;
http://www.answering-christianity.com/death.htm 
http://www.answering-christianity.com/by_the_sword.htm 
http://www.answering-christianity.com/ntpoly.htm 
It offends many Christians as it provides lies and false information. Thank you for your understanding.
Politely and respectfully yours,
The Answering-Islam Team
PS: Please do not decide to ignore our request and/or post this e-mail on your idiotic website. You will only make yourself look very stupid as we deny the whole incident, especially if you post the PS along with it. 


I have to admit, that announcement of denial in the postscript (PS:) was a clever move. However, after the fog clears, and the emotional impact of it vanishes, one thing is clear: Whatever is written, it is still only a claim, even if the claim was constructed in a tricky way. 

I do not usually read Osama's site, but after being made aware of his posting and looking at it carefully, I immediately informed Osama Abdallah that this was a forged email (using the above address "ISLM4EVR1@aol.com" that was in the forged email). This was early on Friday, July 11, 2003. No response. On July 22, 2003, I sent the same message to his official feedback address, "truthspeaks@answering-christianity.com". Again, no response. 

Even though Osama admitted in his posting that emails can be forged, he is obviously not interested in knowing the truth and acting according to it. Therefore, now my public response to his accusation. 

First, the feedback email address for Answering Islam is technically set up only for receiving emails. The system has been this way for at least two years now. It is impossible to send emails from that account (even for me). Every email appearing to originate from this address is without doubt forged. 

In addition, the header of this message (as provided by Osama) has the common features of forged emails: 

Return-Path: <root@hyperion.thechain.com>
Date: 30 Jun 2003 22:34:17 -0000
Message-ID: <20030630223417.17263.qmail@hyperion.thechain.com>
From: "dialog..@answering-islam.org" 

Even though the "From:" line was forged (and that is very easy to do), the lines "Return-Path:" and "Message-ID:" betray that it came the domain "hyperion.thechain.com". Until I came across this forged email on Osama's site, I had never before seen this domain name. None of our team members of Answering Islam has an account on this domain. "thechain.com" is an Internet Service Provider where anyone can rent their own servers (physical or virtual) with full root access (see www.thechain.com). The "Return-Path:" shows that a person with root access on one of the servers of "thechain.com" sent this message. I tried to send a message to the address "root@hyperion.thechain.com", but it cannot be delivered, which is yet another sign that the email is a forgery. 

Second, nobody of our team would send out emails in the name of the team, certainly not without consulting with me. And there is no chance at all, that I would ever approve an email as nonsensical and incoherent as the above. 

Outgoing emails from Answering Islam members always come from a personal account, whether it is my account when I answer myself, or the private account of the person to whom I delegated answering a particular question or inquiry, but never directly from the general feedback address or any other address ending in @answering-islam.org (again: It is not even possible). 

Third, I am the only person who has access to the Answering Islam feedback email account. 

Fourth, I nearly always sign with my full name, Jochen Katz, sometimes with only my first name, but never in my life have I signed an email with "The Answering-Islam Team". 

So far the technical side of it. Let's have a look at the content of the message. The expression "false-informative" betrays a non-native speaker, not yet very proficient in English. If something is false, then it is not informative. No native speaker of English would write that way. 

Many Muslim websites are full of misinformation and often enough even outright lies. However, we have never asked a site to remove false claims about matters of religious discussion. Instead, we expose these false claims by discussing them in a public rebuttal if they are worth bothering about at all. We do not shy away or hide from hard questions. See our Rebuttal section. 

Even though much of the anti-Christian polemic produced by Muslims is indeed offensive, whining about offensive articles is not and never was our approach (though we may call Muslim writers to account for being deliberately insulting). The issue is whether something is true or false, not whether somebody is offended by it. We prefer the hard truth over the politically correct distortion. In fact, we desire that more Christians begin to realize how offensive Islam really is. We want the Christians to be shaken up from their complacency by recognizing this, so that they will no longer ignore Islam, but begin to educate themselves and become equipped to defend their Christian faith, to speak for truth and stand against what is false. Far be it from us to beg that any Muslim site would remove anything. These issues need to be public and to be addressed publically. We fully support the freedom of speech, including the freedom to propagate wrong convictions. It is the Muslims that seek to forbid what they don't like, and in nearly all Muslim countries there is an oppressive censoring of the press. Anything that is critical of Islam is in danger to be confiscated, and those who dared publish it have to fear hefty penalties. 

Muslims constantly protest that people offend them if they do not speak with the utmost respect about Islam. To ask for removal / withdrawal of arguments because they are offensive betrays a Muslim writer of the message. The fundamentalist Muslim pressure group CAIR focuses much of its efforts on forcing people (journalists, politicians...) to apologize for their offensive remarks about Islam. This approach of threatening those who speak what they do not like to hear again betrays a Muslim hand in the design of this message as this is the common way of dealing with religious critique in Islam. (Although, sadly, some immature Christians may act similarly at times.) The Muslims who wrote this message just projected their thinking on us because they have not understood how fundamentally different our world view is from theirs. 

Much more could be said regarding the text of this forged email, but the above should suffice. 

As a child, I loved reading detective stories. Every crime needs a suspect and a motive. So far I have explained that it is a forgery for various external and internal reasons, and I have supplied a possible general motivation for Muslims to forge emails from Answering Islam. However, there is one particularly interesting observation. 

Osama Abdallah is an outsider in Islam. Not many Muslims support his heretical ideas. Why then would both of these forged emails be addressed to Osama, and directly or indirectly promote his website answering-christianity.com? 
Whatever the identity of the person who technically performed the mass mailing scam in May 2003, the person who "profited" from this spam scam using the Answering Islam feedback address was Osama, since it promoted his website. 

Here again, the only one benefitting from scam is Osama, as this forged email gives more promotion to three of his articles: Anything that is supposedly so bad that ‘the most infamous Christian site on Islam’ requests it to be taken off must therefore be SO GOOD that people just have to read it.... What is forbidden becomes attractive. Whatever people are warned about and are asked to avoid, that they want to know, etc. That is Psychology 101. Osama would have a motive to be the forger, and his motive is stronger than that of any other Muslim. His ‘outrage’ about this rude email would just be part of the plan. 

I can't prove that he did it. Probably he did not do it all by himself, but he may have asked some friends to do it for him. 

Another possible scenario is that a more clever Muslim did not care who got promoted, as long as the credibility of Answering Islam received some damage. Because he was clever, he knew that such a scam would not work with highly intelligent Muslims like Shibli Zaman or Dr. MSM Saifullah and their sites seeking to rebut ours. As opposed as they are to Answering Islam they would never be fooled by such an obvious forgery. Osama Abdallah, on the other hand, would swallow it and play the role that was intended for him. However, he was informed two weeks ago that this email is a forgery. By continuing to display the above message despite knowing this, he becomes guilty of slander and promoting forgeries, even if it did not originate with him. 

Whatever the real motivation and identity of the forger, these are my thoughts on the matter, and it is now up to the reader what he will make of it. 

Jochen Katz 



Though Osama Abdallah had ignored my emails, he decided to react to my public answer to his false charges. Most of his reaction was absolutely irrelevant. The only important statement in his lengthy diatribe of insults and incoherent arguments was this: 

Mr. Katz, here is where I will prove you to be a double-faced hypocrite! First of all, I don't care whether this email is forged or not. ... 

Looking at the second of the quoted sentences, one does not need to wonder for long who really is the hypocrite! Since Mr. Abdallah does not care about the very topic of discussion, there is really nothing I or anyone else could say that would make any difference. He will just use it as a further occasion for more insults. I am a man of my words. Everthing I have stated about the procedures at Answering Islam is true. 

It is is my personal policy to discuss matters only with those who actually care about determining the truth of an issue. Since he does not care about the truth, there is no basis for discussion and I will not waste my time on him. Abdallah introduces theological controversies like the Trinity, his claims of pornography in the Bible, the behavior of other people, and many more issues into his response which have NOTHING at all to do with this issue (he even challenges me to debate his paper about polygamy). The topic was ONLY the question whether this email was genuine or a fraud. I have answered that question. Period. 

Had there been any genuine interest on his side to rectify the current issue, there may have been a basis to talk about whatever other grievances he has. But he has now made it unmistably clear, that he is not interested in truth. 

I had no intention to make this thing a big issue. I emailed him privately for the very reason that we may resolve the issue amiably and don't have to start a public debate about it. Abdallah's appeal to pity regarding how many and what kind of spam emails he receives is irrelevant. His excuse that he may have accidentally deleted my two personal emails sent to him is silly. None of mine looked like spam. They came under my name, from my personal email account, and they both had the subject line: "Forged email", certainly not a line I have ever seen spammers using. They did not bounce, so they were delivered. Should I have sent him five more, one every other week, so that he can delete those as well and still claim I sent him none? Or should I have sent him a 100 of them at once so that he can attack me for flooding his mail box? 

[Update: Abdallah went so far as accusing me being a liar in regard to sending these messages: 

I very carefully read the subject headings of my emails. I normally received at least 50+ emails every single day! Most of them are junk and porn emails (similar to the porn in your Bible...). I honest to Allah Almighty have not seen any of the emails you claimed to have sent. They either have slipped under my eyes, or you are a complete liar (since we did not see the contents of these emails posted on your site as further proof and elaboration to your claim). (Bold emphasis mine)

The thrust is clear: Though not impossible, it is highly unlikely that he would have overlooked these emails IF they had been sent. After all, Abdallah very carefully reads the subject headings of his emails. However, some months later we find an administrative posting on his message board, in which he admits that emails to his regular feedback address will most likely get lost: 

PLEASE EMAIL ME AT: muslim2099@aol.com
Please don't email me at truthspeaks@answering-christianity.com because I receive at least 50 to 100 emails everyday, most of them are porn and junk mail. Your email would get lost. (Source, 14 March 2004; bold emphasis mine)

Perhaps Abdallah should consider creating a new feedback email address for his website? What good is it to offer his readers an address when messages to this address will most certainly get lost? {And then accusing them of having lied when they said they sent one.} Despite the above admission, Abdallah still keeps the page with his accusation of me being a liar. This is no contradiction for him. ] 

Nor was the question whether Abdallah has the ability to block email accounts from sending mail. Our system is set up that way. Maybe there are actually people who know more about operating systems and programming than he does. 
There will never be emails originating from any of the various feedback addresses on our server. This decision was made years ago, and the system was designed that way. Obviously, the system admin with root access to this machine (not me) could change the installed system, and then emails could be sent, but that was not the point. 

The particular email under discussion was proven to be forged since the lines "Return-Path:" and "Message-ID:" show that it originated on a domain by the name of "hyperion.thechain.com" and that therefore the "From:" line was forged. I have no time to write a detailed response to every such email fraud. My comment about the set up of the system was intended mainly to counter possible future attempts of such forgeries, in order to make it clear once and for all that there will never be a genuine email coming from the domain "answering-islam.org" because no emails are sent out from there. 

Abdallah may not care whether the email was forged or not, and whether he promotes lies or not. I have done my part and clarified the issue. If he will continue to claim what he knows is wrong, then this is his problem alone. I will leave the judgment to God who will surely take care of those who are willful liars. 



P.S.: On 28 August 2003, O. Abdallah makes yet another attempt of wasting everyone's time by beating this dead horse. He now claims there is a contradiction between my above claim that no emails can be sent from the feedback email accounts on the Answering Islam server, and the fact that I created some fake emails to prove him wrong regarding one of his other claims. No, I have not contradicted or refuted myself. These forged emails did not come from our server. Our server is in a different country under a different ISP, more than a thousand miles from where I live, and it is used only for uploading new webpages to Answering Islam via ftp and retrieving feedback emails from it via pop3. As stated before, all emails that I am sending out, come from my personal email account which has nothing to do with the answering-islam.org domain. These particular forged emails were created using my personal email account on my German ISP. The Answering Islam server only received these forged emails. I never said our server cannot receive emails. After all, that is what a feedback email address is for. 

After making many words that only show that Abdallah has not understood what I had said, he concludes with this ‘challenging question’: 

	Mr. Katz, you have refuted yourself!

And since Mr. Katz can change his server, I have one question for him: 

Did you also forge the original email that was sent to both of us?


As explained, (a) I have not refuted myself, (b) we have not changed our server — nor do we have any intention to change our server — and, as stated before, (c) this email under discussion was not sent from anyone of Answering Islam in general, or myself in particular. It originated from the domain "hyperion.thechain.com" which I had never seen in my life until I was confronted with this forged email on O. Abdallah's site. Obviously, I could not use this domain for forging an email if I didn't know this domain even existed. Kind of logical, isn't it? 
Since calm and factual explanations seem not click with O. Abdallah, let me introduce some sarcasm and state it very explicitly for the comprehension-impaired: No, I have not sent that email. 

One last correction to Abdallah's above posed question: This email was not sent "to both of us". I only found out about its existence because someone sent me an email asking about these accusations against Answering Islam made on Abdallah's site. This email was not sent TO us. The point of the forgery was making it appear to originate FROM us, not being sent TO us. 

Any more such stupid questions, Mr. Abdallah? Grow up, and stop getting on my nerves with this childish stuff; you are quarrelling for the sake of quarrelling. Everything necessary has already been stated. Therefore, the above was definitely my last response on this issue, although Abdallah is most likely going to write another 15 pages on how I contradicted myself again, and that he has irrefutable proof that I am a double-faced hypocrite. If it makes him happy to fill his site with these essential topics, so be it. Even bad, boring and tasteless movies have one good feature, they eventually reach THE END.
Still another E-Mail Fraud – Was the Muhammad cartoonist burned alive?
http://www.answering-islam.org/Hoaxes/cartoonist_burned.html
On 23 June 2006 we received an email containing this message: 
The artist who drew the pictures of the Prophet Muhammed (P.B.U.H) has died in a fire. He was burned alive. Denmark government is hiding the news from the public and everyone has got to know. Plz spread this.... (Its the price one must pay 4 the insult of Allah's Prophet) plz copy and paste this as many ppl...

salaam all brothers and sisters, i plead and request you to send this to all people, this includes the ones amongst the 'kaafir'. if this message reaches the kaafir then no kaafir in this day and age will have the courage and guts to go against islam. lets establish islam as a mazboot religion and lets hope this message reaches the kaafir so it shakes their souls. insha-allah sign your names if you have recieved the mail,let us sign our names and see how many signitures we get, add another number and sign your name becasue the prophet on judjement day will say, what did you do in my defence 

when the kaafir made mockery out of me? this is the least we can do my brothers and sisters.

1. Sunni Foundation…

and then the list continued with 26 individual names. 

A quick search on Google revealed that this story has already circulated widely, but none of those websites that deal with hoaxes and urban legend has exposed it so far. 

How To Spot an Email Hoax states: 

Look for the telltale phrase, 'Forward this to everyone you know!' The more urgent the plea, the more suspect the message.

Virtually any email chain letter you receive (i.e., any message forwarded multiple times before it got to you) is more likely to be false than true. You should automatically be skeptical of chain letters.

This rule is just proven true again. 

Many Muslims would certainly rejoice about such news, and so the author of the hoax probably thought that with this message he could bring happiness to many brothers/sisters in these dark times. However, he merely ends up exposing the enormous gullibility of the many Muslims who have taken the message to be true and have spread it around the community and posted it on plenty of blogs. 

Despite the world wide coverage of the story of the Muhammad cartoons, and detailed discussion in many different media, neither the author of this message nor the gullible people who believed and spread it further have understood that the press in Denmark and Europe and America is free, i.e. neither printed nor electronic media are under government control. Because the government was not responsible for the original publication, the government of Denmark could not apologize for what a free press has published, nor could it suppress news like the above fictional story. Since the Islamic world does not know a truly free press, this particular blunder will occur again and again and again. A detailed discussion about the Muhammad cartoons and its consequences can be found in this article. 

In any case, the point that is exposing the story as a hoax without any question is the fact that these twelve cartoons were the result of a cartoon contest and have been drawn not by one person but by many different cartoonists. Despite the fact that the Jamaat-e-Islami that put out a bounty for the murder of the cartoonist made the same mistake, the call for murder was real. However, this misunderstanding exposes the above story as a hoax driven by a combination of wishful thinking and total ignorance. 

Jochen Katz 
P.S.: We are glad to see that there are still some Muslims out there who have brains enough to NOT uncritically accept and forward such messages, see this blog. 
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