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Respect for the Most Holy Eucharist - I
Giving the King His due.

https://www.churchmilitant.com/news/article/respect-for-the-most-holy-eucharist 
Joe Sixpack, December 22, 2021
God exists as a triune Being. He is one and the same God in three divine Persons — Father, Son and Holy Spirit. The three Persons are one yet distinct. Time, space and dimension are boundaries of nature established for nature by the Supernature, i.e., God.

As such, God is not contained by those boundaries but rather imposes them on our nature. Because He is not bound by time, space and dimension, He experiences everything in the present. You and I can recall what happened a moment ago, anticipate what may happen a moment from now and experience the present in, well, the present.
God, however, experiences everything — from the creation of the universe to the end of the universe — in the present. That is an interesting and perhaps even a mind-boggling concept requiring some contemplation to understand to its fullest, so we'll make a practical application of it now to help drive home a point.

Because Jesus is God, the incarnate Second Person of the Blessed Trinity, even while on earth, He knew all things as God. He knew them all in the present. While on the Cross, He saw all the saints of the future (e.g., St. Francis, St. Anthony, St. Theresa, etc.) and all the evil of mankind (e.g., abortion, communism, Hitler, etc.), all at the same time. As God, He saw all these things and more; but as man, His suffering on the Cross was increased by the evils, while the good actually eased His suffering.

Moral Evil, which is anything contrary to the holy will of God, no matter how small, increased Christ's suffering on Calvary, and it's worthy of punishment by Him. This spiritual evil is tantamount to spitting on Christ or ridiculing Him on the Cross. But we see from the gospel accounts that moral goodness is also a consolation to Him on the Cross — the "good thief" and His mother's comforting presence. When we do good and avoid evil, we join the Blessed Virgin Mary in consoling Christ on the Cross. When we commit evil, we join His tormentors at the foot of the Cross to make His suffering worse.
The Eucharist, Christ's Real Presence under the appearance of bread and wine, is the very heart of our holy and ancient Faith. It's for this reason that Holy Mother Church, Christ's arbiter on earth, has established certain norms pertaining to our participation in the Mass, Communion and adoration. These norms fall under both rules and moral teachings. This article will examine what we do, what we fail to do and what we should do when it comes to the Mass and the Eucharist.

Let's begin with attire. If you had an audience with the Holy Father, how would you dress? Would you go dressed for a picnic, or would you wear your best? Unless you're a person who lacks complete respect for yourself or the papacy, you'd wear your best to such an audience, of course. You wouldn't wear formal wear, such as a tuxedo or an evening gown, but neither would you wear blue jeans and a T-shirt or shorts and a halter top. You would dress for the occasion.
The pope is merely a man. He is a very special man, by all means, chosen by the College of Cardinals to lead Christ's Church on earth, but a man nonetheless. If we'd dress appropriately for an audience with the pope, where do we get off dressing like we're going to a picnic for the pope's only Boss when attending the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass? Go to St. Peter's at the Vatican and try getting in dressed like that. The Swiss Guard will stop you and direct you to a room where you can borrow appropriate attire for your visit. Why? Because you're making a visit to a home of the Incarnate Word of God!

Many people have told me they don't dress up for Mass because they don't want to make the poor feel uncomfortable. That's a pitiful and invalid excuse. We don't go to Mass for the poor. We don't go to Mass to be with the people. We don't go to Mass to have a social gathering. We go to Mass to worship our Creator, the one true omnipotent and living God! A reality we all need to face about the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass is that the primary purpose for going to Mass is to obey God's command that we worship Him as He desires.

Read the Old Testament: God very specifically told Moses how He wanted to be worshipped under the Old Covenant. Likewise, Jesus told His Apostles how He wants to be worshipped under the New Covenant, and He left Holy Mother Church to set the standards for our participation in that worship. One of the Church's standards is appropriate attire — a demand we pay little attention to in modern America.
Let's take this a step further. The Sixth Commandment says, "You shall not commit adultery." That commandment implies many other things, though, and the Church is the authoritative voice for those teachings. 
The Sixth Commandment actually deals with adultery, fornication, contraception, homosexual activity, prostitution, premarital sex, masturbation, pornography, all forms of immodest behavior, impurity and everything that leads to impurity. The Sixth Commandment applies to sexual activities, but the Ninth Commandment applies to all sexual temptations, physical or mental.

I'm sorry if you'll be offended by this, but what we look at next applies directly to women and indirectly to men. Ladies, when you come to Holy Mass looking like you were poured into your pants (usually jeans) and wearing halter tops and spaghetti straps, short skirts and short pants, you are dead wrong. Not only are you being immodest in your dress, but you serve to be a temptation to men — a temptation that could even send both the wearer and the looker to Hell for eternity.

"Well, the nerve of Joe Sixpack! I have the right to wear whatever I want!" No, ladies, you don't. One of the problems with Americans is that we've become confused about what our rights are. Archbishop Fulton Sheen taught, rightly, that there is a difference between liberty and license. License is doing as we want; liberty is doing as we ought. Just because I want to do a thing doesn't mean it's my right to do so, regardless of what some judge says. He's not the final judge. God is the final judge. And God says that doing what I ought, what I'm supposed to do, is true liberty. So I have a right to do what I'm supposed to do, not merely what I want to do.
We live in a sex-saturated society. But we Catholics are obligated to set the example. One of the silliest things I ever saw was a very attractive Catholic woman vocally criticizing a priest who had been revealed to have a lady friend — and the woman made her criticisms known while dressed in Daisy Dukes and a halter top. What right did she have to be that priest's critic? None! Don't throw stones if you live in a glass house.

No doubt this article has ruffled a few feathers, but I hope it motivates some discussion about proper dress in the presence of God at Holy Mass — and daily life, for that matter.

Respect for the Most Holy Eucharist - II
Giving the King His due.

https://www.churchmilitant.com/news/article/respect-for-the-most-holy-eucharist-part-ii 
Joe Sixpack, December 26, 2021

Thanks be to God, most people where I've been are generally respectful, but there have been some terrible abuses to the Eucharist reported over the years. For example, it was horrifying to read in The Wanderer some years ago about pastors finding consecrated Hosts stuck beneath the pews like chewing gum and about people putting Hosts in their pockets. This sort of thing comes from two factors: a lack of solid catechesis about the Real Presence of Christ in the Most Holy Eucharist and feeling pressured to receive Jesus during Communion time at Mass.

Surveys show that 70% of Mass-attending Catholics in America don't believe in the Real Presence of Christ in the Eucharist. Most believe the Blessed Sacrament is merely a symbol and nothing more. Of course, in previous articles we have seen that Jesus is really and truly present in each particle of the consecrated Host and each drop of the consecrated Contents of the chalice. For those of you who previously thought the Eucharist is merely a symbol — well, now you know better. But what about those who feel pressured to receive Communion?
Large parishes often have ushers who direct each pew to the aisle to get in line for Communion. This practice puts pressure on people to get up and go to Communion, and some of these folks know they can't receive because of the state of their soul. And how many good non-Catholics are there being herded to Communion by ushers?

In small or rural parishes, ushers often aren't used. However, there is a pressure nonetheless, and it makes the recipient truly culpable. What I'm talking about is the person who receives Communion because he doesn't want other people in a small parish to think poorly of him for not going to Communion. If you're reading this and fit into that category, you know from previous articles that if your soul is in a state of mortal sin and you still receive Communion, you are committing the additional mortal sin of sacrilege. Talk to your priest — in the confessional.

Now let's talk about one more issue concerning Communion, and it's an issue that will upset a few people: I'm talking about receiving Communion in the hand.
Let me first state emphatically that you do indeed have a conditional right to receive Communion in the hand if the priest giving Holy Communion even allows it. However, you may view this practice much differently by the time we finish this article.

Fifty years ago, Communion in the hand was absolutely forbidden. After the Second Vatican Council, there were many leaders in the Church who had wrongly decided (translation: lied to the laity) that the Council had given them permission to do about anything they wanted. So some bishops and priests across the country instituted the practice of giving people Communion in the hand. Why is it allowed today? Because both the bishops and laity were lied to by the likes of then-Abp. Joseph Bernardin when he was president of the "National Conference of Catholic Bishops," now the United States Conference of Catholic Bishops.

Modern Catholics have to be asking themselves why it was forbidden to receive Jesus in the hand in the first place. Well, the place to begin looking for that answer is in the ordination of a priest.

Have you ever wondered why some people always kiss the hand of a priest? That is because his hands have been consecrated by the bishop at ordination. They were consecrated because a priest is a very special man. Think about it: During the consecration of the Mass, he calls God down from Heaven, and God responds. The Second Person of the Blessed Trinity comes down from Heaven at the consecration to where? To rest in those consecrated hands of the priest.
The Church so deeply reverences the Real Presence of Christ in the Holy Eucharist that the paten upon which the Host rests must be made of gold or be gold plated. The inside of the chalice, likewise, must be lined with gold. And the priest's hands must be consecrated by the bishop, who is acting in persona Christi, that is, in the person of Christ.

What right do laymen have to hold the Body of Christ in our hands? We have no right at all, even though we now have a conditional canonical right in this country. We aren't worthy of holding His Sacred Body. The priest is also unworthy to do so. That's why the bishop consecrates his hands, so that the hands holding Christ are holy through that consecration.
And the priest celebrating Mass not even dispense Holy Communion in the hand. Case in point is a modern pontiff. I recall seeing him say a Mass on television before I was a Catholic, hearing the story behind it after I became a Catholic. The Holy Father was in America for one of his visits. A certain number of people were called upon to receive Holy Communion directly from the pope himself, and this select group was told ahead of time not to attempt to receive in the hand. At Communion time, one man decided to test the issue. He stood before the pontiff with his hands extended to receive the Host. The Holy Father stood motionless with the Host in a position to place it on the man's tongue. It seemed like an hour passed as the man stubbornly stood with his hands extended, and the pope stood equally fixed to place Our Lord on the man's tongue. The will of Pope St. John Paul II finally won out, and the man accepted Christ on his tongue.

The Church may allow us to receive Communion in the hand, but only because of the abuses heaped against the Holy Eucharist a lifetime ago. The heart of the Church, though, is for us to receive Jesus on the tongue, as St. John Paul II demonstrated.
Now let me ask you something: If an elderly or ill parent asked you to clean the kitchen or garage because he was too physically limited to do the job properly, would you do it only well enough to get by, or would you do it the way you knew the parent would do it? If you love your parent, you would do it the way he would want it done. Since you now know how your Holy Mother, the Church, prefers us to receive Christ, do you really want to continue to receive Him in your hand? 
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