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MICHAEL PRABHU, APRIL 1, 2020
Vicar of Rome improves after contracting Wuhan virus. Cdl. Angelo De Donatis slammed for putting 'Christ in quarantine'

https://www.churchmilitant.com/news/article/vicar-of-rome-improves-after-testing-positive-for-wuhan-virus
Dr. Jules Gomes, Rome, April 1, 2020
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The vicar of Rome — the first member of the college of cardinals to be infected with the Wuhan virus — is showing signs of improvement.
Cardinal Angelo De Donatis was admitted to the University Hospital of the Agostino Gemelli IRCCS Foundation Monday after showing symptoms of the COVID-19 infection, the diocese of Rome said in a statement. 
The cardinal, who was receiving antiviral therapy, slept well on Monday and Tuesday night and the fever subsided, according to sources. 

In a diocesan statement, De Donatis, 66, said he was "calm and confident while experiencing this trial," adding: 

I entrust myself to the Lord and to the support of the prayers of all of you, dear faithful of the Church of Rome! I live this moment as an occasion that Providence gives me to share the sufferings of so many brothers and sisters. I offer my prayers for them, for the whole diocesan community and for the inhabitants of the city of Rome! 

The pope as bishop of Rome delegates the day-to-day running of the diocese to his papal vicar. 

Last month, Catholics lambasted De Donatis after he ordered the closure of more than 900 Catholic churches under his jurisdiction in the diocese of Rome — even accusing him of putting "Christ in quarantine." 

On March 12, the vicar of Rome issued an order barricading the faithful from churches "not because the state requires it, but out of a sense of belonging to the human family, exposed to a virus whose nature and propagation we do not yet know." 
A day later, after backlash, he backpedaled and issued a fresh communiqué to "clarify" and "modify" the previous day's decree, stating that parish and mission churches would remain open, but that he was "placing the ultimate responsibility for entry into places of worship on priests and all the faithful, so as not to expose the population to any danger of contagion."

Church Militant reported further developments when in a letter to diocesan clergy of Rome, De Donatis placed responsibility for both decisions on the pontiff, claiming that the first decree was issued only "after consulting our bishop, Pope Francis," while the second missive was published after Pope Francis' televised homily in Casa Santa Marta, where he declared that "drastic measures are not always good." 

So far, six people in the Vatican have tested positive for the virus, and Pope Francis has been tested twice — with negative results. 

Church Militant reported that only five people are currently living at the papal residence, all in isolation because they are suspected to have contracted the Wuhan virus. The pope has stopped taking his meals in the common dining room and spends most of his time in his apartment on the top floor, with his personal secretary bringing him lunch and dinner. 
Italian newspaper Il Messaggero reported that four other bishops close to the Vatican were in quarantine. It did not reveal the identities of the prelates. 
On March 26, De Donatis wrote to his priests: "We know well that the Lord never abandons us. We perceive in the discernment of the Holy Spirit that a profound purification is being carried out at this moment, not only in ourselves but in entire Christian community, and that this passage has to do with the Easter of Jesus."

"We are going through a Lent that will mark us deeply," he continued, "because it pushes us to enter, through life, into the Sapientia Crucis."
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