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Rome vacillates on Medjugorje
Vatican warns that any ruling on Marian apparitions at Medjugorje will 'take a long time' 
http://www.thetablet.co.uk/news/6972/0/vatican-warns-that-any-ruling-on-marian-apparitions-at-medjugorje-will-take-a-long-time-
By Jonathan Luxmoore, April 10, 2017
'A pastoral phenomenon can't be built on false foundations', declares prefect of the Congregation for Doctrine of the Faith

The prefect of the Congregation for Doctrine of the Faith, Cardinal Gerhard Mueller, has warned it could "take a long time" for the Vatican to rule on Marian apparitions at Medjugorje in Bosnia-Herzegovina, whose sanctuary is currently hosting a Papal visitation. "A pastoral phenomenon can't be built on false foundations, and we can't separate pastoral concerns from questions around the authenticity of these visions", Mueller told Poland's Catholic Information Agency (KAI). 

"But the great mass of faithful is too fascinated by Medjugorje for the future good of its church to be made, dependent on the truth of these alleged apparitions and appeals. The position is needed to be nuanced even if the Mother of God's appearances are recognised, as with Lourdes and Fatima".

The cardinal was speaking as a Polish archbishop, Henryk Hoser, continued his visitation to provide guidelines for future pastoral work at Medjugorje. He said the CDF was studying the 42,000 claimed appearances of the Virgin Mary since 1981, with a view to a Papal ruling. However, he cautioned that "private apparitions" should be viewed as "prophetic fulfilments of Gospel injunctions" rather than something new or necessary, and said Catholics could still "face a long wait" for an official Church pronouncement. 

"In the call of Fatima, we saw a clear and emphatic invocation against the spread of communism - and a concrete prophetic appeal to oppose it through prayer and testimony", Cardinal Mueller told KAI. "In the case of Medjugorje, there's no specified deadline for completing research on the supernatural character of events here - and our Congregation won't submit to pressure". 

Six Medjugorje teenagers claim to have seen the Virgin Mary on 24 June 1981 while herding sheep near Medjugorje - about 100 miles south-west of the capital Sarajevo, and have since reported constant apparitions at the site, which attracts up to 2.5 million pilgrims annually. In an early March KAI interview, the head of Bosnia's Catholic Church, Cardinal Vinko Puljic of Sarajevo, defended the shrine as "Europe's largest confessional", adding that he counted on Rome to appreciate its evangelical potential in generating "many conversions and acts of grace". 
However, in a separate interview, Archbishop Hoser said it was a problem that some of the visionaries were still claiming to see the Virgin Mary, when the apparitions had not been recognised by the Church. He added that his visitation would supplement rather than replace investigations carried out up to 2014 by a doctrinal commission under Cardinal Camillo Ruini of Rome, and would be confined to assessing the pastoral needs of visitors and pilgrims.
Papal envoy sees ‘immense’ spiritual benefits at Medjugorje 

https://www.catholicculture.org/news/headlines/index.cfm?storyid=31221 

April 05, 2017
Concluding a week-long visit to Medjugorje, a special papal envoy said that he had seen “immense” spiritual benefits of the Medjugorje phenomenon, but also recognized serious challenges arising from the reported Marian apparitions there.

Archbishop Henryk Hoser, who had been sent by Pope Francis to assess the pastoral needs of Medjugorje, emphasized at a news conference that he was not reaching any conclusions about the authenticity of the reported apparitions. He reminded reporters that another Vatican commission had already investigated that question, but a final report has not been made public. “Like you, I expect a final decision from the commission,” he said.

Archbishop Hoser met with Bishop Ratko Peric of the local Mostar-Duvno diocese, with the “visionaries,” with pastors and lay people in the area. He took note of the number of people who had derived spiritual benefits from visiting Medjugorje, making special mention of the number of priestly vocations, the encouragement of Eucharistic adoration, and the emphasis on the Sacrament of Reconciliation.

Also: Papal envoy sees great fruits, but also challenges in Medjugorje (CNA)
Special papal envoy arrives in Medjugorje (CWN, 3/30)
Medjugorje; the findings of the Ruini report* 

http://www.lastampa.it/2017/05/16/vaticaninsider/eng/the-vatican/medjugorje-the-findings-of-the-ruini-report-hvBaZ3ssAeDicjdmEcS3UN/pagina.html 
By Andrea Tornielli, Vatican City, May 16, 2017

Thirteen votes in favor of recognizing the supernatural nature of the first seven appearances in Medjugorje, one vote against and one “suspensive” ballot, which will give a final answer later. A majority of suspensive votes and many doubts instead, concerning the apparition phenomenon from the end of 1981 to today.
These are the results of the work done by the commission on Medjugorje established in 2010 by Benedict XVI and chaired by Cardinal Camillo Ruini.  
Pope Francis mentioned this report in the press conference on the return flight from Fatima when he revealed the distinction between the first apparitions and the later ones, saying, “A commission of good theologians, bishops, cardinals. Good, good, good. The Ruini report is very, very good. It is well known that the signal emerged from the Pontiff’s words is positive about the spiritual fruits and the conversions (”people who go there and convert, people who meet God, who change life”), but is negative with regard to the current apparitions “I prefer Our Lady Mother, and not the head of the telegraphic office, who sends a message every day”. 

 

A commission wanted by Ratzinger  

From 17 March 2010 to 17 January 2014, a commission chaired by Ruini was set up for the will of Benedict XVI. In addition to the former chairman of the CEI, Cardinals Jozef Tomko, Vinko Puljić, Josip Bozanić, Julián Herranz and Angelo Amato took part. The psychologist Tony Anatrella, the theologians Pierangelo Sequeri, Franjo Topić, Mihály Szentmártoni and Nela Gašpar, the Mariologist Salvatore Perrella, the anthropologist Achim Schütz, the canonist David Jaeger, the speaker of the causes of the saints Zdzisław Józef Kijas, the psychologist Mijo Nikić and the official of the Doctrine of the Faith Krzysztof Nykiel. Their task was to “collect and examine all the material” about Medjugorje and to present “a detailed report” followed by a vote on the “supernatural nature or not” of the apparitions as well as the most appropriate “pastoral solutions”. The committee met 17 times and screened all documents filed in the Vatican, the parish of Medjugorje and the archives of the secret services of the former Yugoslavia. The commission heard all the seers and witnesses involved, and in April 2012, they carried out an inspection in the village of Herzegovina. 

 

Positive Findings on First Appearances  

The commission noted a very clear difference between the beginning of the phenomenon and its following development, and therefore decided to issue two distinct votes on the two different phases: the first seven presumed appearances between June 24 and July 3, 1981, and all that happened later. Members and experts came out with 13 votes in favor of recognizing the supernatural nature of the first visions. A member voted against and an expert expressed a suspensive vote. The committee argues that the six young seers were psychically normal and were caught by surprise by the apparition, and that nothing of what they had seen was influenced by either the Franciscans of the parish or any other subjects. They showed resistance in telling what happened despite the police arrested them and death threating them. The commission also rejected the hypothesis of a demonic origin of the apparitions. 

 

The doubts about the development of the phenomenon  

With regard to the second phase of the apparitions, the commission took note of the heavy interference caused by the conflict between the bishop and the Franciscans of the parish, as well as the fact that the apparitions, pre-announced and programmed individually for each seer continued with repetitive messages. These visions continued despite the youngsters had said they would end, however that actually has never happened. There is then the issue of the “secrets” of the somewhat apocalyptic flavor that the seers claim to have been revealed from the apparition. On this second stage, the committee voted in two steps. Firstly, taking into account the spiritual fruits of Medjugorje but leaving aside the behaviors of the seers. On this point, 3 members and 3 experts say there are positive outcomes, 4 members and 3 experts say they are mixed, with a majority of positive, effects and the remaining 3 experts claim there are mixed positive and negative effects. If, in addition to the spiritual fruits, the behaviors of the seers is also taken into account, eight members and four experts believe that an opinion cannot be expressed, while two other members have voted against the supernatural nature of the phenomenon. 

 

The Pastoral Solution  

Having noted that Medjugorje’s seers have never been adequately followed on the spiritual side, along the fact that for a long time they have no longer been a group, the commission has endorsed the end of the ban on pilgrimages organized in Medjugorje. In addition, 13 members and experts out of the 14 present voted in favor of the constitution of “an authority dependent on the Holy See” in Medjugorje as well as the transformation of the parish into a pontifical sanctuary. A decision based on pastoral reasons - the care of millions of pilgrims, avoiding the formation of “parallel churches”, clarity on economic issues - which would not imply the recognition of the supernatural nature of the apparitions. 

 

The doubts of the Doctrine of the Faith  

Francis mentioned them on the airplane. The Congregation for the Doctrine of Faith led by Cardinal Gerhard Ludwig Müller expressed doubts about the phenomenon and about the Ruini report, considered an authoritative contribution to be compared with other opinions and reports. 
In 2016 a “Feria IV”, the monthly meeting of Dicastry members, was summoned to discuss the Medjugorje case and the Ruini report. Each of the cardinals and bishops who members of the Feria IV received the text of the commission but also other material in the hands of the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith. During the meeting, members were asked to give their opinions. However, Pope Francis, unwilling to have the Ruini report, which he esteems, to be put up for “auction”, decided that the opinions of the Feria IV members had to be sent directly to him. And that’s exactly what happened. 

 

Francis’ decision  

After examining the Ruini report and the opinions of the members of the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith, the Pope decided to entrust to the Polish Archbishop Henryk Hoser a “special mission of the Holy See” to “acquire more in-depth knowledge of the pastoral situation “In Medjugorje, and “above all, the needs of the faithful who come to pilgrimage” to “suggest any pastoral initiatives for the future.” By summer 2017 the Polish Archbishop will deliver the results of his work with which the Pope will make a decision. 

Vatican commission gave mixed verdict on Medjugorje phenomena: report*
http://www.catholicculture.org/news/headlines/index.cfm?storyid=31593 

May 16, 2017

A special Vatican commission formed by Pope Benedict XVI to investigate reports of Marian apparitions at Medjugorje concluded that the earliest apparitions were likely authentic, but expressed grave doubts about later reports, according to Vatican journalist Andrea Tornielli of La Stampa.
Tornielli—who has broken several stories during this pontificate, demonstrating that he has reliable sources inside the Vatican—provided details about the Vatican investigation, after Pope Francis said that the commission’s report was “very, very good.” The Vatican has not yet made the report public.
Answering a reporter’s question about Medjugorje during his return flight from Portugal on May 13, Pope Francis indicated that the investigating commission, formed in 2010 and headed by Cardinal Camillo Ruini, had drawn a distinction between the first reports of apparitions at Medjugorje, which occurred in 1981, and the subsequent claims, which continue to this day. The commission “has its doubts” about the later reports, the Pope said. He had that he too is skeptical, unable to believe that the Blessed Virgin would “every day send a message at such and such an hour.”

Enlarging on that report, Tornielli said that the Ruini commission delivered its report in 2014, with a large majority of its members in agreement that the original appearances—seven events in late June and early July of 1981—were authentic. “The commission also rejected the hypothesis of a demonic origin of the apparitions,” Tornielli said.

However, the Ruini commission was not convinced of the authenticity of later reported apparitions, and the members were split on the question of whether the spiritual fruits of the Medjugorje phenomena were positive.

When the Ruini commission’s report was brought to the attention of the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith (CDF), it encountered further skepticism, Tornielli reports. However, before the CDF could render a judgment, Pope Francis intervened, asking the prelates to send their thoughts directly to him. (Pope Francis confirmed this decision during his May 13 interview.) The Pontiff then chose to focus on the spiritual benefits of the Medjugorje phenomena, and sent the Polish Archbishop Henryk Hoser to study the pastoral situation there.

Archbishop Hoser made his visit in March of this year, and on his return spoke of the “immense” spiritual benefits that pilgrims had received at Medjugorje. He is due to deliver a final report on his findings to Pope Francis soon.
Vatican delegate expects Holy See to approve Medjugorje apparitions

https://www.catholicculture.org/news/headlines/index.cfm?storyid=32411
August 21, 2017

Archbishop Henryk Hoser, who was sent to Medjugorje by Pope Francis in March to investigate the spiritual welfare of the community, has said that he expects the Holy See to approve the reported apparitions there.

Archbishop Hoser said that there is “every indication” that the Vatican will recognize at least the first reported apparitions of the Virgin Mary, dating back to 1981, as authentic. He said “it is difficult to reach any other verdict.”

The Polish archbishop told the KAI news agency that he was not asked to make his own judgment on the validity of the apparitions. His mission, he explained, was “to evaluate whether the pastoral ministry was proper and consistent with the doctrine and teaching of the Church.” He answered that question affirmatively, saying that “from a pastoral point of view, there is a very positive result.”

A separate Vatican commission, chaired by Cardinal Camillo Ruini, looked into questions about the authenticity of the Marian apparitions, and delivered its findings in 2014. Although the commission’s report has never been made public, Vatican journalist Andrea Tornielli reported in May of this year that the commission had concluded that the first seven reported apparitions were authentic. According to Tornielli, the commission was more skeptical about claims that the apparitions continue to this day.

Pope Francis essentially confirmed that report in an exchange with reporters who accompanied him on his visit to Fatima in May. He was that the commission had made a distinction between the earliest apparitions and more recent claims, and that the commission “has its doubts” about the latter.
In those comments to reporters, Pope Francis called attention to the spiritual benefits many pilgrims have enjoyed upon visiting Medjugorje. “People go there and convert,” he said. “And this spiritual and pastoral fact can’t be ignored.”

Archbishop Hoser made a similar point. “It is one of the most alive places of prayer and conversion in Europe,” he said of Medjugorje; “and has a healthy spirituality.” He indicated that a final verdict could come from the Vatican before the end of this year.”

More info here:

Vatican delegate: Every indication Medjugorje will be recognized, perhaps later this year (Crux)
Mostar: The Bishop’s words of Gratitude during the Evening Ceremony
http://www.md-tm.ba/clanci/mostar-bishops-words-gratitude-during-evening-ceremony 

September 13, 2017

First of all, I thank you all for your presence here this evening and greet all those that the Vicar General, Fr. Željko Majić greeted both individually and collectively, beginning with Cardinal Vinko Puljić.
An unworthy servant. Every day for 25 years now and sometimes twice daily on feast-days or Sundays, in the Eucharistic prayer I have prayed: “Be pleased to confirm in faith and charity your pilgrim Church on earth, with your servant” John Paul, or Benedict, or Francis our Pope, “and with me your unworthy servant”. With great hope, I pray to God and I sincerely believe that I am His unworthy servant; unworthy of the Holy Orders of the Presbyterate and even more unworthy of the Episcopate. Everything is a gift from God, for which I am grateful to the Lord. At the same time, it is a task that has been entrusted to me through the Church, as a test of the mind and freedom, that is, as a trial between the court of Gabbatha and the crucifixion at Golgotha. A task that one must respond to with one’s life, in the hope of resurrection.

Not only unworthy – but nothing. While aware of his exalted apostolic ministry, St. Paul nevertheless did not only write that he was unworthy, that amongst all sinners he considered himself the “foremost of sinners” (1 Tim 1:15), but he decisively wrote to the Corinthians: “I ought to have been commended by you. For I am not at all inferior to these superlative apostles, even though I am nothing” (2 Cor 12:11). Exactly this: though I am nothing – Tametsi nihil sum! This is our episcopal and apostolic definition. Nihil sum before God. However, since the most merciful God considered Saul “faithful” and chose him “for his service” (1 Tim 1:12), the Apostle gave us an example of how we should be grateful for God's infinite love towards us.

The appointment by the Pope. On 29 May 1992[1], when St. John Paul II decided to appoint me as coadjutor-bishop of Mostar and I was informed of this on 1 June, by Cardinal Tomko, Prefect of the Congregation for the Evangelization of Peoples, who sought my consent, I responded a few days later by saying that all the difficulties of that time and the consequences of war, deter me from accepting such a demanding ministry. Yet I added, that I would not want to go through life without the Pope’s apostolic blessing. And how could I earn his blessing if I were not to accept his appointment?

Through many persecutions. In accepting the decision of the Holy Father twenty-five years ago to become coadjutor to the bishop Ordinary Pavao Žanić, I took as my motto the words of Sts. Paul and Barnabas “It is through many persecutions that we must enter into the kingdom of God” (Acts 14:22) I chose this not only because the Church in Herzegovina – as well as in Bosnia and Croatia – had been affected from the outside by the war, with all kinds of hardships, but also because of the internal phenomenon of disobedience and the existence of some systematic falsehoods in the Diocese of Mostar-Duvno, aware that there are always present great adversities in the struggle towards complete obedience and the real truth. The answer to the first question was, among other things, the posthumous book by Fr. Marko Perić, Hercegovačka afera (The Herzegovinian case).[2] We sought to resolve this original “case” exclusively through the Holy See from 1993 to 2005.[3] It was concluded on paper in the year 2000 by the acceptance of the Declaration of Obedience, yet in reality, there remains some residue with a few censured priests along with their supporters.

The implementation and aim of the Pontifical decree Romanis Pontificibus, was to achieve justice for the diocesan clergy and the parishes assigned to them a hundred years ago in 1899. Here I would like to thank the Franciscan brothers and the members of the Franciscan General Curia, as well as those from the parishes who willingly accepted, as did others who came over time as newly ordained religious or returnees from foreign missions, who thoroughly accepted the implementation of “Romanis Pontificibus” thereby manifesting themselves as reliable associates in parish pastoral ministry for the good of the Province and this entire local Church.

The phenomenon of Medjugorje. Besides many public texts on the alleged apparitions in Medjugorje, the Chancery Office also published the books: Ogledalo Pravde (Mirror of Justice)[4] and Istina će vas osloboditi (The Truth will set you free).[5] I am quite convinced, as my predecessor Bishop Žanić was convinced, that falsehoods cannot be proclaimed as truths especially not in the Catholic Church, regardless of all the media hype and the current illusory triumphant claims. I firmly believe that true and authentic public devotion to Our Lady, the Immaculate Virgin Mary, cannot be built upon the sand of inauthentic apparitions! I'm deeply concerned that one day the entire truth will arise to the surface! And here I have advocated – as did my honorable predecessor – and I am still striving to defend the most holy person of Our Lady from human fabrications, and in this the Church must also be and remain “the pillar and bulwark of truth” (1 Timothy 3:15).

Regarding this phenomenon, it would be praiseworthy if we were all to let the truth of Jesus set us free from all kinds of earthly attachments and interests, and that we live in plena veritate et caritate – in complete Christian truthfulness and charity, thereby honoring the Blessed Virgin Mary in the way the Church’s Magisterium suggests and seeks from us.

The invented accusations that are so heavy and so defamatory regarding the “collaboration” of my predecessor and of my “agreements” with the sworn enemies of the Church, and this without any blackmail and supposedly at my request, must be confronted in another way and in another forum. I would only mention one thing here. For years before I was ordained, I accompanied at times Bishop Pavao, even at his encounters with the Holy See, where the not so minor scandals associated with the very beginnings of the so-called apparitions in Medjugorje were presented and discussed. I was a personal witness to the profound suffering of our dearly departed Bishop Žanić. And I often wondered why such a phenomenon, which presents itself as something fruitfully good and spiritually healthy, is so often endorsed at the general level with countless fabrications, deceptions, attacks and monstrous calumnies? Even now I ask the same question: whose work is this? And who needs this?

Expressions of gratitude. I am grateful to the Lord for this quarter-century he has given me to preach the Gospel by word and mouth, to administer Christ’s sacraments and to canonically guide the dioceses of Herzegovina for the greater glory of God, for the growth of the Catholic Church, for the salvation of souls and the good of the Croatian people. For all my faults and omissions, I humbly ask the Lord for forgiveness!

I am grateful to the Holy See who directly followed my work. Only to her did I made on oath of fidelity to, by placing my hand on the Gospel. Only to her did I give an account of my work. I only called upon her for help to resolve the inherited “case” and to elucidate the publicized “phenomenon”. Only to her did I send over 2700 documents on Medjugorje from the archives of the Chancery Office, in which hard facts are written that contain the truth. Every day I listen to stories in the media and from other sources that do not correspond to the truth. I have believed in and still believe in the words of Jesus: “Tibi dabo claves Regni coelorum” (I will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven) Simon, son of Jonah (Mt 16:19). I have spoken with total parrhesia – with open and responsible freedom, and sincere respect before Popes, the Cardinals of the Holy See and other officials, and I also received their respect as well.

I am grateful to God for my faithful assistants at the Chancery and for the book: “Sjeti me se kada u raj dođeš!” (Remember me when you come into your kingdom) which they prepared for this occasion. I am likewise grateful to those priests ministering canonically in the parishes of Herzegovina, the religious sisters of various Congregations, as well as all the faithful, for their faithfulness to Catholic teaching, for their unity in Christian love, for their promoting spiritual life, for the renewal of the churches that were destroyed and the construction of new buildings.

I am grateful to all my brother bishops from both Conferences of Bishops that minister to the Church amongst Croatians, for our regular annual meetings and many others, as well as to the members of other Bishops’ Conferences for exchanging their fraternal invitations, their cooperation and understanding.

I am grateful to all those persons and institutions that are in the service of productive peace, responsible freedom, the creation of good interpersonal relations and the employing of the unemployed in this part of our homeland.

I have supported and still support contacts with the representatives of the Eparchies of Zahum-Herzegovina and Primorje, and the Islamic religious community of Herzegovina. These contacts are not at the level of lofty ecumenical and theological discussions; however, we do not want to extinguish the flame of common interpersonal exchanges and greetings for holy days. True ecumenism and dialogue has a future, but false ones do not.

At one point in the past I was quite ill. I am grateful to God who gives us health, who hears the prayers of faithful souls and makes use of excellent doctors and their expertise and humanity, and amongst all of them, I must particularly mention Dr. Mato Škegro from Zagreb. May God grant all of them, his many rewards.

I am grateful to all those who these past days have written or called, or who came to Mostar to thank the Lord our God together, from whom I joyfully invoke an abundance of His graces and blessings! Special thanks also to Cardinal Josip Bozanić, who called and sent a written message.

I am especially grateful to Pope Francis who for this occasion sent his personally signed message, which for me is a sure sign that for these last 25 years I have strived to work according to the Pope's apostolic blessing, which I emphasized in accepting this ministry.  

Once again, I thank you for your presence and attention this evening, for your human and spiritual support. And as the Holy Father often says: “Go forward with courage” (Avanti, con coraggio!) May everything be in faith and love, to the praise and glory of the Holy Trinity!

 



[1] Annuario Pontificio 2017, p. 485.

[2] M. Perić, Hercegovačka afera. Pregled događaja i važniji dokumenti, Mostar, 2002.

(The case of Herzegovina. An overview of the events and important documents) Mostar, 2002.

[3] The official meetings with the Franciscan fathers from the Province and the General Curia, at the invitation of the Congregation for the Evangelization of Peoples, were held in Rome: the first in April 1993, the second in October 1995, the third in February 1996, the fourth in March 1997, the fifth in November 1998, the sixth in December 1999, the seventh in November 2002 and the eighth in October 2003. The Minister General signed the declaration Put zajedništva u Crkvi u Hercegovini – The Path to Unity of the Church in Herzegovina on 1 March 2005.

[4] Ogledalo Pravde, Biskupski ordinarijat u Mostaru o navodnim ukazanjima i porukama u Međugorju, priredio D. Kutleša, Mostar, 2001.

(The Mirror of Justice, The Chancery Office of Mostar on the alleged apparitions and messages in Medjugorje, edited by D. Kutleša, Mostar 2001).

[5] N. Bulat, Istina će vas osloboditi. Nepouzdanost izvora i nedoličnost poruka. Studija o nekim međugorskim pitanjima (1986.), Mostar, 2006.

(The Truth will set you free. The unreliability of the sources and the improperness of the messages. A study on some of the questions of Medjugorje (1986), Mostar, 2006).

Is Rome changing course on Medjugorje?
http://www.catholicherald.co.uk/issues/september-29th-2017/is-rome-changing-course-on-medjugorje/ 
By Michael Davis, September 28, 2017

The Vatican appears to be heading for an unprecedented mixed verdict

The Medjugorje movement is very much in tune with the Second Vatican Council. Devotees are prone to uplifting guitar music borrowed from charismatic Protestant revivals. They go in for those warped, El Greco-style crucifixes. They photoshop images of the Virgin Mary over the small Herzegovinian town where she has allegedly been appearing for four decades. The visionaries who claim to consort daily with Our Lady return with messages of peace, tolerance and equality. Is Medjugorje an apparition for our time?

The Vatican seems to be leaning in that direction. In May, a commission established by Benedict XVI in 2010 to study the apparitions handed in its findings. The document, known as the Ruini report and as yet unpublished, reportedly recognised the validity of the first six apparitions. Then, in August, Archbishop Henryk Hoser said that “all indications are that the revelations will be recognised, perhaps even this year”. Hoser was appointed by the Holy See to assess whether the pastoral practices in Medjugorje were in keeping with Church teaching.

Of course, the Ruini and Hoser reports are by no means conclusive. Just this May, the Holy Father appeared to dismiss the apparitions out of hand. Asked by reporters if he believed they were authentic, he said: “I prefer Our Lady as Mother, our Mother, and not Our Lady as head of the post office who sends a message at a stated time. This isn’t Jesus’s Mother. And these alleged apparitions don’t have much value … Who thinks that Our Lady says, ‘Come, because tomorrow at this time I will give a message to that seer?’ No!”

Yet for Church authorities – both supporters and critics – the emphasis tends to fall less on the visions themselves and more on the remarkable ministry that’s emerged around Medjugorje. “This movement will not stop and should not be stopped, because of the good fruit that grows out of it,” said Hoser. “It is one of the liveliest places of prayer and conversion in Europe – and has a healthy spirituality.”

Two pavilions in the village square at Medjugorje house 50 confessionals, which are constantly inundated by pilgrims. Hoser spoke to one local priest who said that “it was enough to listen to Confessions for an hour to witness real conversions”.

Pope Francis agrees, saying that the “real core” of the Ruini report is “the spiritual fact, the pastoral fact” that thousands of pilgrims have been converted in the town. “For this there is no magic wand,” he said, “this spiritual-pastoral fact cannot be denied.” The tension between the dubious nature of the apparitions and the astounding efficacy of the site is driving Medjugorje’s halting progress towards recognition.

To complicate matters further, 13 of the Ruini commission’s 15 members accepted the legitimacy of the first six visions, which occurred over a period of 10 days in 1981. However, only three vouched for the subsequent (and ongoing) revelations. This splitting of the Medjugorje phenomenon into two distinct phases is unprecedented, and it’s raising eyebrows across the Church.

There is definitely a striking difference between the visions in 1981 and those that followed. The early messages are very much like those at Fatima, with their emphasis on the singular importance of the Catholic faith. During the third Medjugorje apparition on June 26, Mary told the children: “I have come because there are many true believers here. I wish to be with you to convert and to reconcile the whole world.”

All of that quickly changed, however. In a 1992 interview, the seer Vicka was asked if Mary still desired all people to become Catholic. She is said to have replied emphatically: “No! The Blessed Mother says all religions are dear to her and her Son. She says it is we on earth who have made division.”

The latter apparitions contain other major deviations from those at Fatima. For instance, the Medjugorje children eventually began to pray the Our Father with Mary, which she refused to do with the Fatima seers Lucia, Jacinta and Francisco. That makes sense: the Church teaches that Mary was conceived without sin and “remained free of every personal sin her whole life long”. She has no need to pray “forgive us our trespasses”; she’s never trespassed.

What’s more, expert investigators have repeatedly proven that the visionaries react to external stimuli during their “ecstasies”. In October 1984, ophthalmologist Dr. Jacques Philippot found that their pupils dilated when exposed to light. In January 1985, a man named Jean-Louis Martin swatted at Vicka during a vision, which caused her to blink and recoil. (Vicka sought out Martin afterwards to explain that she had been trying to stop Mary from dropping the Christ Child.)

So why not dismiss the Medjugorje phenomenon altogether? Critics claim that, after the 10 days of valid apparitions, the visionaries were caught up in a local power struggle and were manipulated into feigning more visions. And here we stumble down the rabbit hole of factionalism in the Bosnian-Herzegovinian Church.

Catholicism arrived in the country by way of the Franciscans, who remained dominant until diocesan clergy were given jurisdiction in the 19th century. Medjugorje is in the Diocese of Mostar-Duvno, but is still controlled by the Franciscans. 
Several dubious “messages” from the Virgin suggest that the Franciscans manipulated the Medjugorje children as part of their war with the diocese. Vicka, for example, claimed in 1981 that Our Lady condemned the Bishop of Mostar as “the more guilty party” in the dispute, and that Mary defended the Franciscans’ disobedience towards the bishop. In 1983, Vicka said that Mary called for the bishop’s “immediate conversion”. Otherwise, she and Jesus would “strike him”.

The Franciscans suffered a major setback in 2008, when the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith began investigating the children’s spiritual director, the Franciscan Fr Tomislav Vlašić. They Vatican accused him, among other things, of “dubious doctrine, the manipulation of consciences, suspect mysticism, disobedience towards legitimately issued orders”… and impregnating a nun. Vlašić didn’t defend himself, instead choosing to be laicised.

If Hoser is correct about Medjugorje being approved within the year, the Vatican will almost certainly follow the Ruini report’s advice and only authenticate the first 10 apparitions. Such a result would be guaranteed to irritate everyone: both zealous supporters, who believe the visions are ongoing, and critics – like the Diocese of Mostar – who believe the whole thing’s a con.

However the Vatican wants to spin it, the “real core” of a Marian apparition is Mary, not the quality of pastoral care being offered four decades later. If we’re being deceived – by the visionaries, the Franciscans, or whomever – Holy Mother Church has a duty to the faithful, and to Mary, to expose the farce. The volume of conversions is wonderful, but it’s not a clinching argument.

And what are the implications for future Marian apparitions? Let’s be clear: the “valid phase” is 10 days out of 36 years. In other words, if Rome publicly backs the first visions but not the later ones it is implicitly suggesting that Medjugorje is 99.9 per cent a hoax. If Pope Francis accepts the Ruini report and closes the investigation, there will be a serious debate about what to do with the visionaries. Are they messengers of Christ’s Virgin Mother, and therefore possibly future saints? Or are they flaky pseudo-mystics of the sort who bedevilled the medieval Church?

The Vatican investigation into Medjugorje will settle nothing. That much is already clear. Unfortunately, nothing else is.
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