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Small town in Idaho is a perfect example of the Benedict Option in action
Moscow, Idaho is a thriving community where like-minded Christians are able to maintain their faith and influence the culture around them.

https://www.lifesitenews.com/news/small-town-in-idaho-is-a-perfect-example-of-the-benedict-option-in-action 
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Ever since the publication of Rod Dreher’s book ‘The Benedict Option,” Christians across the United States have been debating its merits — whether it’s feasible or not, whether it’s something that can actually be implemented.
Reverend Douglas Wilson, a pastor and theologian at Christ Church in Moscow, Idaho, seems to have found an effective way at creating what might well be viewed as a sort of Benedict Option community, though he himself says we need something much stronger, a “Boniface Option” that is “more confrontational” towards those who want to destroy Christian civilization.

Wilson spoke with Canadian pro-life activist Jonathon van Maren on The Van Maren Show today about the 20,000 person town he has helped grow in Idaho. Wilson says that the key to expanding and sustaining the community has been the controlling of the “institutions” in the area — businesses and schools, and not just the church.

“The great commission is explicit in telling us to disciple the nations,” he said. “That means every local Christian body should be responsible for discipling the area around them. So a Christian church in a small town should be thinking about evangelizing that town, making it a Christian town.”

“The growth of every institution is augmenting the growth of all the other institutions … a rising tide floats all boats,” he continued.

Top of Form

Bottom of Form

Wilson is not naive about the effect he is having. Nor is he ignorant of the fact that the left has its sites set on communities like his.

“There are some hostiles who hate us, who would run us out of town first if they got an opportunity…Then there are what you might call ‘Chamber of Commerce conservatives’ who like what we're doing, who like what we're doing to the local economy, who like what we what we do for business, but who wished that we weren't so controversial.”

Wilson said that in order to defend yourself in these types of communities, you need to be politically savvy.

“One of the things you want to do is when they come after you, you want a sizable number of people … that means that when they come after us, there's going to be a significant number of us who know what the issues are and if somebody gets arrested there will be lots of cameras … we've gotten to the point where taking us on would be formidable.”

Wilson said that he and his community are building for the future by retaining young people who are raised in the area and by ensuring that those who live there become an essential part of it.

"We've had numerous people move here...we're starting to feel like a refugee camp here [in a good way].”

[image: image3.jpg]The
Benedict ™
Option

Rod Dreher




The Benedict Option: A Strategy for Christians in a Post-Christian Nation, Rod Dreher, 2017
The Benedict Option: A Strategy for Christians in a Post-Christian Nation (2017) is a book by writer and conservative commentator Rod Dreher on Christianity and Western culture. Drawing on the writings of early Christian monk Benedict of Nursia and the philosophy of Alasdair MacIntyre, Dreher argues for the formation of virtuous Christian communities in response to an increasingly secular culture. The book produced discussion and debate in Christian and secular circles over the issues of cultural engagement and the direction of Christian communities.

The Benedict Option's title is taken from a quote by Alasdair MacIntyre in his book After Virtue in which he writes, "If the tradition of the virtues was able to survive the horrors of the last dark ages, we are not entirely without hope ... We are waiting not for a Godot, but for another—doubtless very different—St. Benedict."[5] The idea of a "Benedict option" involves finding the communities in which virtuous life can flourish, since Dreher argues that the existing culture has already forsaken the virtues. These communities are not necessarily physical in nature and do not necessitate migration to Christian centers of life, but do involve institutions such as churches, schools, and other organizations.[6] The book's front jacket reads:
"Today, a new post-Christian barbarism reigns. Many believers are blind to it, and their churches are too weak to resist. Politics offers little help in this spiritual crisis. What is needed is the Benedict Option, a strategy that draws on the authority of Scripture and the wisdom of the ancient church. The goal: to embrace exile from the mainstream culture and construct a resilient counterculture." - https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Benedict_Option 
