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U.S. Catholic bishops' silence and denialism on climate change
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Abstract
The Catholic Church recognizes climate change as a moral issue, has called for social action, and has the institutional potential to meaningfully address climate change. Many hoped Pope Francis's 2015 encyclical Laudato Si' would spark widespread climate action. However, our quantitative and qualitative content analyses show that U.S. Catholic bishops responsible for leading the Church were silent and denialist about climate change around Laudato Si'. Using a newly constructed dataset of 12 077 columns published by U.S. Catholic bishops in the official publications for 171 of the 178 U.S. Catholic dioceses between June 2014–June 2019, we find that (a) as a group, U.S. Catholic bishops were generally silent about climate change and (b) as a group, when U.S. Catholic bishops did mention climate change, they often: (a) diminished and distanced themselves from Church teaching on this issue; (b) downplayed parts of Laudato Si' that conflict with a conservative political identity/ideology; and (c) emphasized parts of Laudato Si' that correspond to a conservative political identity/ideology. On climate change, our findings indicate individual U.S. Catholic bishops' diocesan communications have collectively snuffed out the spark of Laudato Si'. Our findings suggest politics may trump religion in influencing climate change beliefs even among religious leaders, and that the American Catholic Church subtly engages in climate denialism even though its top religious leader (Pope Francis) has emphasized the scientific reality and urgency of climate change.

US bishops have ‘snuffed out’ message of Laudato Si’ and deny climate change, authors charge
https://www.catholicculture.org/news/headlines/index.cfm?storyid=52626
October 20, 2021
CWN Editor's Note: The US Conference of Catholic Bishops has engaged in frequent climate advocacy, issuing three dozen statements and letters since the 2015 publication of Laudato Si’, the papal encyclical on care for our common home.
Nonetheless, two Creighton University professors and a doctoral student write in a journal article that “our quantitative and qualitative content analyses show that US Catholic bishops responsible for leading the Church were silent and denialist about climate change around Laudato Si’.” The scholars argue that American bishops show a “conservative political identity,” noting that the bishops mention abortion more frequently than climate change.
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http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/THE_CHURCH_CANNOT_REMAIN_SILENT-POPE_FRANCIS.doc
AMAZON SYNOD-THE PROBLEM LIES IN LAUDATO SI’ 22 JULY 2019
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/AMAZON_SYNOD-THE_PROBLEM_LIES_IN_LAUDATO_SI.doc
LAUDATO SI' AND ST FRANCIS OF ASSISI 10 SEPTEMBER 2019
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/LAUDATO_SI_AND_ST_FRANCIS_OF_ASSISI.doc
AMAZON SYNOD TO BE SURROUNDED BY EVENTS OFFERING PRAYER, CRITICISM, SUPPORT 19 SEP. 2019
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/AMAZON_SYNOD_TO_BE_SURROUNDED_BY_EVENTS_OFFERING_PRAYER_CRITICISM_SUPPORT.doc
WAITING FOR THE AMAZON SYNOD-THE ENCYCLICAL LAUDATO SI’ 23 SEPTEMBER 2019 
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/WAITING_FOR_THE_AMAZON_SYNOD-THE_ENCYCLICAL_LAUDATO_SI.doc
GOLDEN CALF 2.0-IDOLATROUS EARTH GODDESS WORSHIP CEREMONY IN VATICAN GARDENS – AMAZON SYNOD 4 OCTOBER 2019 
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/GOLDEN_CALF_2.0-IDOLATROUS_EARTH_GODDESS_WORSHIP_CEREMONY_IN_VATICAN_GARDENS.doc
WHY DOES THE AMAZON MERIT A SYNOD? - AMAZON SYNOD 4 OCTOBER 2019
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/WHY_DOES_THE_AMAZON_MERIT_A_SYNOD.doc
A CARDINAL AND A BISHOP DEFEND NEED FOR THE AMAZON SYNOD 4 OCTOBER 2019 
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/A_CARDINAL_AND_A_BISHOP_DEFEND_NEED_FOR_THE_AMAZON_SYNOD.doc
GOLDEN CALF 2.0-IDOLATROUS EARTH GODDESS WORSHIP CEREMONY IN VATICAN GARDENS 4 OCTOBER 2019 - AMAZON SYNOD 
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/GOLDEN_CALF_2.0-IDOLATROUS_EARTH_GODDESS_WORSHIP_CEREMONY_IN_VATICAN_GARDENS.doc
POPE CONSECRATES AMAZON SYNOD TO ST FRANCIS OF ASSISI WITH NEW AGE SYMBOLISM 5 OCTOBER 2019 
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/POPE_CONSECRATES_AMAZON_SYNOD_TO_ST_FRANCIS_OF_ ASSISI_WITH_NEW_AGE_SYMBOLISM.doc
POPE CONSECRATES AMAZON SYNOD TO ST FRANCIS USING NEW AGE SYMBOLISM 5 OCTOBER 2019
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/POPE_CONSECRATES_AMAZON_SYNOD_TO_ST_FRANCIS_USING_NEW_AGE_SYMBOLISM.doc
AMAZONIAN PROPAGANDA DRAPES CHURCHES IN ROME 8 OCTOBER 2019 - AMAZON SYNOD 
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/AMAZONIAN_PROPAGANDA_DRAPES_CHURCHES_IN_ROME.doc
NEW CHALLENGES AND NEW SOLUTIONS 14 OCTOBER 2019 - AMAZON SYNOD
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/NEW_CHALLENGES_AND_NEW_SOLUTIONS.doc
PERUVIAN JESUIT CDL BARRETO SAYS AMAZON SYNOD IS THE CHILD OF LAUDATO SI’ 21 OCTOBER 2019 
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/PERUVIAN_JESUIT_CDL_BARRETO_SAYS_AMAZON_SYNOD_IS_THE_CHILD_OF_LAUDATO_SI.doc
ATHEIST ECO-GLOBALIST LEADS CLIMATE ALARMIST BRIGADE AT AMAZON SYNOD 21 OCTOBER 2019
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/ATHEIST_ECO-GLOBALIST_LEADS_CLIMATE_ALARMIST_BRIGADE_AT_AMAZON_SYNOD.doc
AMAZON SYNOD-SEIZING POWER 25 OCTOBER 2019
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/AMAZON_SYNOD-SEIZING_POWER.doc
A DEFENSE OF PACHAMAMA BY MR LAFFERTY 30 OCTOBER 2019 – AMAZON SYNOD 
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/A_DEFENSE_OF_PACHAMAMA_BY_MR_LAFFERTY.doc
IS ENVIRONMENTAL SIN POSSIBLE? 6 DECEMBER 2019
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/IS_ENVIRONMENTAL_SIN_POSSIBLE.doc
DE MATTEI SLAMS VATICAN’S COZYING UP TO MARXIST REGIMES 6 FEBRUARY 2020
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/DE_MATTEI_SLAMS_VATICANS_COZYING_UP_TO_MARXIST_REGIMES.doc
FRATELLI TUTTI RECYCLES THEMES, SPIRIT OF LAUDATO SI’ 5 OCTOBER 2020
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/FRATELLI_TUTTI_RECYCLES_THEMES_SPIRIT_OF_LAUDATO_SI.doc
NOT UNLIKE LAUDATO SI’, FRATELLI TUTTI MORE OF A POLITICAL DOCUMENT 9 OCTOBER 2020
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/NOT_UNLIKE_LAUDATO_SI_FRATELLI_TUTTI_MORE_OF_A_POLITICAL_DOCUMENT.doc
‘FRANCIS’ LAUDATO SI’ IS LIKE HINDU SCRIPTURES’ SAYS VANDANA SHIVA, PSEUDO-SCIENTIST 21 NOVEMBER 2020 

http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/FRANCIS_LAUDATO_SI_IS_LIKE_HINDU_SCRIPTURES_SAYS_VANDANA_SHIVA_PSEUDO-SCIENTIST.doc
FRANCIS AWARDED ECOLOGY PRIZE FOR PROTECTION OF THE ENVIRONMENT 18 DECEMBER 2020 
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/FRANCIS_AWARDED_ECOLOGY_PRIZE_FOR_PROTECTION_OF_THE_ENVIRONMENT.doc
RECOVERING THE THEOLOGY OF CREATION 28 DECEMBER 2020
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/RECOVERING_THE_THEOLOGY_OF_CREATION.doc
USCCB PUBLISHES INTERFAITH, ECUMENICAL GUIDEBOOK ON ECOLOGY 27 JANUARY 2021 

http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/USCCB_PUBLISHES_INTERFAITH_ECUMENICAL_GUIDEBOOK_ON_ECOLOGY.doc
FRANCIS, BP. JOHN ARNOLD PROMOTE LAUDATO SI’-BASED ‘ECOLOGICAL CONVERSION’ 18 MARCH 2021
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/FRANCIS_BP_JOHN_ARNOLD_PROMOTE_LAUDATO_SI-BASED_ECOLOGICAL_CONVERSION.doc
CDL. TURKSON LAUNCHES LAUDATO SI’ ACTION PLATFORM 25 MAY 2021
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/CDL_TURKSON_LAUNCHES_LAUDATO_SI_ACTION_PLATFORM.doc
FRANCIS LAUNCHES 7-YEAR LAUDATO SI’ ACTION PLAN 25 MAY 2021
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/FRANCIS_LAUNCHES_7-YEAR_LAUDATO_SI_ACTION_PLAN.doc
LAUDATO SI’ NEW AGE BLASPHEMOUS ‘STATIONS OF CREATION’ 25 MAY 2021 
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/LAUDATO_SI_NEW_AGE_BLASPHEMOUS_STATIONS_OF_CREATION.doc
FRANCIS’ NEW AGE ENCYCLICAL LAUDATO SI’ SONG ARRANGEMENT BY CCBI 16 AUGUST 2021

http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/FRANCIS_NEW_AGE_ENCYCLICAL_LAUDATO_SI_SONG_ARRANGEMENT_BY_CCBI.doc
FRANCIS GREETS LAUDATO SI’ CONFERENCE 24 AUGUST 2021
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/FRANCIS_GREETS_LAUDATO_SI_CONFERENCE.doc
PHILIPPINE CHURCH RALLIES BEHIND LAUDATO SI’ 25 AUGUST 2021
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/PHILIPPINE_CHURCH_RALLIES_BEHIND_LAUDATO_SI.doc
VATICAN HERALDS ECUMENICAL MOVEMENT PUSHING ‘ECOLOGICAL CONVERSION, WELL-BEING OF THE EARTH’ 1 SEPTEMBER 2021 
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs

DUBLIN ARCHBISHOP ISSUES 64-PAGE PASTORAL LETTER ON ‘CLIMATE CATASTROPHE’ 2 SEPTEMBER 2021 
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/DUBLIN_ARCHBISHOP_ISSUES_64-PAGE_PASTORAL_LETTER_ON_CLIMATE_CATASTROPHE.doc
FABC WORKSHOP ON LAUDATO SI’ STRESSES SAVING EARTH 14 SEPTEMBER 2021
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/FABC_WORKSHOP_ON_LAUDATO_SI’_STRESSES_SAVING_EARTH.doc
FRANCIS PUSHES GLOBAL GOVERNMENT 29 SEPTEMBER 2021 LAUDATO SI’ 
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/FRANCIS_PUSHES_GLOBAL_GOVERNMENT.doc
FRANCIS CALLS FOR IMMEDIATE ACTION TO PROTECT OUR COMMON HOME 30 SEPTEMBER 2021
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/FRANCIS_CALLS_FOR_IMMEDIATE_ACTION_TO_PROTECT_OUR_COMMON_HOME.doc
VATICAN ANNOUNCES 40-DAY LAUDATO SI’ PRAYER CAMPAIGN 4 OCTOBER 2021 LAUDATO SI’ 
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/VATICAN_ANNOUBCES_40-DAY_LAUDATO SI_PRAYER_CAMPAIGN.doc
