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THE GNOSTICISM AFFECTING TRADITIONALISM
https://onepeterfive.com/the-gnosticism-affecting-traditionalism/
By Steve Skojec, March 21, 2019

I often struggle to listen to talks that commonly come in at an hour or more in length, because it’s difficult to set aside that much uninterrupted time to listen. But what follows here is a great — and blessedly short (roughly 17 minutes) — talk by traditionalist priest, psychologist, and exorcist Fr. Chad Ripperger about serious problems afflicting the traditionalist movement.
These include pride, impurity, rebellion against authority, disrespect for clergy, an exaggerated interest in what is bad in the Church and the world, undue isolation from the world, weakness in the spiritual life, and so on. These are real problems, and they really are obstacles to not just our salvation, but our success in attaining even the most worthy goals we seek in this life.

If you can listen to this and not feel like he’s addressing at least one or two issues you struggle with, I hope I can be present at your canonization. In all seriousness, though, as we careen forward through the crisis growing increasingly bitter and fighting amongst ourselves, this is a real moment to stop and reflect on what we’re doing.
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Although the videos on the Sensus Fidelium YouTube channel are not official works of Fr. Ripperger, they are created using his original content. As such, I offer the standard reminder: All of Fr. Ripperger’s files are offered as PenanceWare, which require that you do one of the following if you listen to or watch them:
1. Donate $1.00 via Father’s PayPal, which supports his work.

2. Offer up a decade of the Rosary, or

3. Perform some form of penance for the intentions of Fr. Ripperger (for each individual media file).
The same rule applies if you copy and distribute to friends.
3 of 313 readers’ comments
Fr Ripperger was one of our first pastors when the FSSP came to Coeur d' Alene, ID. The early parishioners were almost 100% "refugees" from a very large SSPX parish which was/is very over-the-top. We had originally been taken in by the local NO (Novus Ordo) parish where we had a Latin Mass each Sunday for about 9 or so years. 
Many people were so very damaged by the goings on that we still call it PTIC - post traumatic Immaculate Conception.
Many of the problems he mentions were rampant - pride, et al in our new parish. Father Ripperger managed to knock that out of us very quickly and now, many years later, it's a healthy happy parish busy building a beautiful new church in neighboring Post Falls, ID. We have good priests who continue in Father Ripperger's footsteps. One thing you almost never, ever hear is a parishioner bashing the NO or acting like a "know-it-all."

I used to have a "Catholic" blog until I witnessed the over-wrought dialog on other Catholic blogs and realized that to slog around in all the screeching was very unhealthy and damaging to my faith. I also realized that even though I had taught RCIA and youth classes for 10 years (in NO church) I was far from qualified to do what I consider the job of a priest. I also deleted almost 100% of Catholic blogs I used to follow (obviously you made the cut and continue you be one of only about 4 or so blogs I follow.)

So........why am I telling you all this? Simple. There are so many circumstances, like what happened here, it would need a full length book to document. Most of what transpired was so weird as to be almost unbelievable and to try and explain it to an outsider near impossible. I often wonder how many other places this happened and how many other people were traumatized right out of the Church.

Father Ripperger's advice is spot on: good spiritual reading, proper prayer, and ignoring the goings on that we can't control will not only serve us well, but attract people to tradition. -Adrienne

Adrienne, I have had the privilege of attending Holy Mass at FSSP in Coeur d Alene, Idaho. In fact, I am all too familiar with Immaculate Conception and the Jansenism which reigned supreme from it's inception. I do not know how old you are but I am 65. Please allow me to shed light on that which truly escapes so many. Perhaps you are older than I, in which case, I will feel like a fool for writing this:)
I left my home in Washington State at the age of 17 to attend a "Church Camp" in Idaho where I would meet other young Catholics....you know, for comradery:) Two religious "Brothers" from Coeur d Alene had given a talk on Our Lady of Fatima. I was 16 then and soaked it up like a sponge. They encouraged the young in attendance to attend a Camp in the summer to learn more about our Faith.
Once I arrived with friends, we were segregated, boys in their cars and girls in theirs and driven to a camp out in the middle of nowhere. For 10 days, we were not allowed to communicate with the outside world. We were not allowed to talk. Our watches were taken from us. Day in and day out, we were subjected to the message of Fatima as it related to the horrors happening in the Catholic Churches in those days. You know...the destruction of the Altar, the destruction of the Statues, the "abomination of desolation" of destruction of anything related to the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass and the drastic, overnight implementation of the New Order of the Mass. So shocking to so many was the drastic change, that thousands left the Church in those days. If they questioned ANYTHING regarding the changes, they were belittled. Clericalism reigned supreme. You would have had have been there. 
The "camp" I was attending was headed by one Francis Schuckardt. Let's just say, by the time I came out of the "camp, it was a sin to eat a candy bar, a sin not to cover your hair, not to wear floor length skirts and as time went on, it got crazier. It was a sin to talk with or engage with anyone who did not believe the way we did. This was the ground floor of the movement known as "sedevacantism".
Over the years, we lived a cult like-existence. But when Schuckardt was ousted for alleged homosexual activity, leaders changed. They "opened the windows" and we could uncover our hair and I could eat a candy bar again. 
Now, with respect to the comments you have made about the "over the top" behaviors of Immaculate Conception, you must understand that there was a cult environment that permeated society in the 70's. There were cults everywhere. That's why souls seemed "over the top" in those days. And by the grace of God, they now go to FSSP, which certainly can't be considered a cult, although the women wear modest dresses and cover their heads with a chapel veil. It would be nice if, instead of being chastised for being a "rad trad", a kind person might explain WHY all Catholic women should dress modestly and WHY they should still cover their heads. 
It is in not knowing the history of those days and the extremes souls went to for the love of God, that the traditionalist has been targeted with more vehemence than is necessary. For every one who has had a bad "experience" with a traditionalist, there is a traditionalist who has had a bad experience with a New Order attendee. NEITHER, in their sinfulness, will please God.
Thanks for sharing that. I sense the toxicity all around us in the trad camp, and it really does take a toll on you. It's maybe the one thing he didn't mention: being around other Catholics like this 24/7. That can damage your faith, too.
But I wouldn't have shared this if I didn't also feel indicted. Lots of things I need to shore up. I'm not half the man I should be, and I know it. –Steve Skojec, Owner, 1P5
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