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MICHAEL PRABHU, OCTOBER 26, 2020
 
Shimoga Jesuit bishop Francis Serrao performs Hindu “Ayudha Pooja” at St. Joseph’s Church, Sagara, Karnataka
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This ministry received this communication today:

Bishop Francis Serrao of Shimoga Diocese Karnataka performed Ayudha Pooja on the occasion of Dasara Festival on 25-10-2020 by doing pooja to the vehicles at St Joseph's Catholic Church, Sagara. He was accompanied by Monsignor Felix Noronha, the Vicar General of the Diocese of Shimoga.

Please publish in your website.  Photos attached.
Francis Serrao is an “inculturated” bishop with a history of Hinduisation*.

What is “Ayudha pooja”?

Ayudha Puja is a part of the Navratri festival (festival of triumph), a Hindu festival which is traditionally celebrated in India. It is also called "Astra Puja", the synonym for Ayudha Puja. In simple terms, it means “Worship of Instruments”. It is celebrated in Tamil Nadu as Ayudha Pujai (Tamil: ஆயுத பூஜை), in Telangana and Andhra Pradesh as Aayudha Pooja (Telugu: ఆయుధ పూజ), in Kerala as Ayudha Puja (Malayalam: ആയുധ പൂജ), "Astra Puja" (Odia: ଅସ୍ତ୍ର ପୂଜା) or "Ayudha Puja" in Odisha, "Shastra Puja" (Marathi: आयुध पूजा/ खंडे नवमी) or "Ayudha Puja/ Khande Navami" in Maharashtra, and in Karnataka (in erstwhile Mysore State) as “Ayudha Puje” (Kannada: ಆಯುಧ ಪೂಜೆ). 
The festival falls on the tenth day of the bright half of Moon's cycle of 15 days (as per Almanac) in the month of September/October, and is popularly a part of the Dasara or Navaratri or Durga Puja or Golu festival. On the tenth day of the Dasara festival, weapons and tools are worshipped. In Karnataka, the celebration is for killing of the demon king Mahishasura by goddess Durga. After slaying of the demon king, the weapons were kept out for worship. While Navaratri festival is observed all over the country, in South Indian states, where it is widely celebrated as Ayudha Puja, there are slight variations of worship procedure.

The principal Shakti goddesses worshiped during the Ayudha puja are Saraswati (the Goddess of wisdom, arts and literature), Lakshmi (the goddess of wealth) and Parvati (the divine mother), apart from various types of equipment; it is on this occasion when weapons are worshipped by soldiers and tools are revered by artisans.[4] The Puja is considered a meaningful custom, which focuses specific attention to one’s profession and its related tools and connotes that a divine force is working behind it to perform well and for getting the proper reward.
Source: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ayudha_Puja
Mangaluru: Ayudha Puja held with devotion, vehicles venerated

https://www.daijiworld.com/news/newsDisplay.aspx?newsID=764217 

On the day of Ayudha Puja, two wheelers, four wheelers and all other kinds of vehicles and electronic components including computers, and cameras, and agricultural tools, virtually everything that one uses to earn one's livelihood were blessed. Priests offered puja in various places. Goddesses Saraswati, Lakshmi and Parvati are venerated on this day... … Ayudha Puja is observed as thanksgiving, as well as to ward off any evil that could cause harm or injury in the coming year. The day is celebrated by bursting crackers. It is also a day of rest for man and machine.
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