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Can We Talk to Dead People?
John Ankerberg: Welcome! We’re glad that you joined us tonight. We’re going to be examining the Silva Mind Control Method. One of our guests is Jose Silva. Silva claims that any person who will take their 48-hour, four-day, course will develop psychic powers. In the course, a student is shown how to enter an altered state of consciousness—you’ll hear what that is in a moment—and in that state you will be allowed to tap into higher intelligence in the universe. You will be able to function, after four days in the course, psychically, clairvoyantly. You’ll be taught how to invite counselors or psychic guides into your mind to help you with your problems. By the third day of the course, students are supposed to be able to operate psychically enough so that they can project their awareness outside of their bodies. 
They can have out-of-body experiences. Their minds are supposed to be able to tap any source in the universe for the information, including the minds of other men, alive or dead. On top of all of this, Jose claims that God sent Jesus to teach us all of this. 

Now, tonight, we want to check the eyewitness evidence, if you want, from the people that are involved. We want to check the evidence for these claims. Tonight, Jose, I’m going to start with you. We’re glad that you’re here. In your book, you talk about a grade school teacher in Buffalo who used the Silva Mind Control Method to teach her students. Now, I know one of your goals is to have the SMC course taught to all of the school children, both in grade school and in college. But this lady is already teaching her students how to tune in, during their history class, to tune in to George Washington and other figures who have died. Now, is this really true? And tell me, Jose, how can students contact the dead to get information to help them study history today? 

Jose Silva: John, we need to start from the very beginning in wanting to explain how is it possible, not to talk to dead people, but to be able to detect the recordings of these people, their series in relation to the aura-type radiation that everybody has, and that this radiation is in relation to your thoughts, thought patterns and so on, the way your brain functions. So the radiation of your body is altered by your thought patterns. This radiation of your body penetrates matter, it alters matter at some level. We have two different dimensions: the physical dimension, so-called physical, that can be detected with objective instrumentation, and we have another type of energy that cannot be detected with objective instrumentation. We say that it is “spiritual energy.” Call it spiritual, call it intangible, call it immaterial, non-physical, subjective, invisible; you can call it several different names, but this energy does alter matter at some level. What we’re doing, and you can get it through psychometry. It’s called psychometry—the detection of information as it has been programmed on inanimate matter and in the animate matter. So what we’re doing is not contacting the dead people, we’re contacting the programming, the impressions, recordings made by these people when alive. 

Ankerberg: Okay. Let me turn to your friend who is sitting right next to you there. Mr. Hunt, in your book, a very controversial book that’s out these days [The Seduction of Christianity], you make this quote: “Visualization [now, Jose, you’re using visualization quite heavily in SMC] and guided imagery have long been recognized by sorcerers of all kinds as the most powerful and effective methodology for contacting the spirit world in order to acquire supernatural power, knowledge and healing.” And you’re saying that, “Such methods are neither taught nor practiced in the Bible, and those who attempt to do so are not following the leading of the Holy Spirit or the Word of God, but are practicing an ancient, occultic technique.” Do you think, Dave, that Jose, in teaching this course to these grade school students, that these students are getting their information from demons? Or is it possible that Jose has really uncovered a new experience—psychic abilities for every man? 

Dave Hunt: Well, he has not uncovered a new experience, that’s for sure, because this sort of thing has been going on down through history. It’s known as “shamanism,” or witchcraft. It’s been practiced in every culture in every era of history. They have different explanations for it, and he’s giving us one particular explanation which sounds rather vague to me. I mean, what “inanimate matter” has been impressed with the thoughts and the actions of people? And if so, how do you sort all of this out? He seems to base his theories upon the Bible on the one hand, but one of the things that I object to is, in a rather cavalier manner he throws out every part of the Bible that doesn’t seem to fit his system. 
And he says, “Well, it’s really not important whether Jesus was born of a virgin. It’s not important whether Jesus was God. This is not important, that’s not important, but Rabbi Jesus”—and Jesus was not a rabbi that I know of; the rabbis certainly wouldn’t have acknowledged Him as a rabbi—but, he says, “Rabbi Jesus came here specifically to teach us these things.” And amazingly, Jose Silva has discovered exactly what Jesus came to teach, which nobody else seems to have understood. 

Ankerberg: Okay, let me pin you right down. What do you think is going on when these students contact these memory patterns, or whatever, of George Washington or other history figures? 

Hunt: If they are actually getting information, valid information, based upon my years of research around the world, it’s from a demonic source. It’s not from God. It’s not from some vibration left quivering in some inanimate objects. And it is not from the spirits of the dead. Now, Jose has an explanation, but he’s not the first one who’s done this sort of thing. You can go out there and get involved in contacting spirits of the dead in séances, so they will say, but the Bible absolutely warns against this. It calls it necromancy; it is forbidden. 

Ankerberg: Dr. DeSau, I’m sure that you’ve heard that before. What would you reply? 

George DeSau: I guess I would be looking for some definitions from the orientation toward sorcery, and Dave does have what I think is a definition of sorcery in his text, in his book. As one looks at it, the definition, as I recall, is something about any attempt to change reality, either present/past, objective/subjective, by utilization of means which can range from alchemy, I think your referencing was, all the way to positive thinking. And I think there is a very crucial issue that is being raised, because the definition that Dave is using for sorcery is so widespread that it encompasses everyone from Norman Vincent Peale, to Schuller, to the gamut of whoever is involved in any process of change. And I would say that I think Dave’s definition, or his attributes or attributing to sorcery is a rather, to use his terms, vague and unspecific; just too general. 

Ankerberg: Okay. Let’s nail down a straight definition and then I want to come back to George here. Give me a straight definition we can work with. 

Hunt: First of all, it does not encompass everybody who is out for change. Specifically—and we don’t say that this is the dictionary definition, or that this is the generally recognized definition—we say, “In this book, in the following pages, when we speak of sorcery we are speaking of any attempt to use mind-over-matter techniques, mental alchemy techniques.” 
Through your thoughts, through your visual images, through your speaking of words, you are going to transform reality, you are going to create reality, and this is an old method that has been used in witchcraft and shamanism down through the centuries. 

Ankerberg: George, do you see the parallel from all of your reading that this would parallel with what the mediums, the spiritists have been doing? 

DeSau: Not really. I’m rather amused, I guess. Because as I think about the definition and what’s being used, I will reference some of my biblical referencing. As I think about it, the definition that we have used and the statements we have made, we could then attribute that to Jesus. Because the last I recall, Jesus was involved in things like changing “reality” when He did the loaves and the fishes, when He changed the water to wine, when He stilled the tempest. There’s a whole listing of statements which would fit your definition. 

Hunt: No, they would not, because Jesus was not doing it by mind over matter. He did it by the power of His Father. He said, “The words that I speak and the works that I do, I do not of myself but the Father who dwells within me does,” [John 14:10] and I’m differentiating between the miraculous, the genuine supernatural power of God, and that which man attributes to his own mind, which is usurping the authority of God and trying to be a little god himself. 

Ankerberg: Alright, gentlemen, I’d like to get us right down to part of the technique, which is visualization. Jose, in your book you’ve said, “By visualizing with conviction in alpha and beta, you are causing, that is, creating.” And you talk about how to do psychic healing when you get into this altered state of consciousness. And, Dave, you commented on this in your book as well. So I think it would be a good thing for us to talk about back and forth. 

First, you say, Jose, in order to do psychic healing via visualization, you say, “First, know the condition of the person you are about to heal. You can learn this psychically or objectively.” You teach your students how to do that. It does not matter. “Second, go to your meditative level and project this person onto your mental screen as he is, with whatever ailment is troubling him. Third, project onto that screen a little further left a vivid image of the person in perfect health, filled with energy and optimism. Then, finally, develop a conviction that the happy image you now have of that person is the real one, not that it is becoming real or that it will be real, but that it is real. While you visualize this person in perfect health, there will come an instant, a very pleasant one, when you know that you have done enough.” And you’re saying that in your course, you can train everybody to do this. Is that correct? 

Silva: That’s correct, John. But first of all, I would like to expand a little bit on what Dave said about what I’m doing, you see. 

Ankerberg: Okay. 

Silva: We left that out. You see, I would like to fill it in now. 

Ankerberg: That’s fine. Go back to it now. 

Silva: He said something about me taking from the Bible what I like to take and drop everything else. I take from the Bible only that I can apply for problem-solving situations, okay? That’s one thing. He also said that Jesus is not a rabbi. If He was Jewish, born in a Jewish family, He had disciples, He was teaching something to His disciples, all His disciples were Jewish. So anybody, any Jewish person, teaching Jewish people something I called him a “rabbi.” Okay? I call Him a rabbi, okay? Now, He is teaching His disciples to become prophets and wise men. Now, when He said, “He who believes in me and the works that I do, He also shall do,” okay? “And greater than this he shall do.” [John 14:12] 

Ankerberg: That’s good. Now hold on, Jose, right there though. With all those words like “prophets,” “wise men,” you know that the Jews used certain words to define those words. And I think that Dave would come back and say, “Jose, I don’t think that you’re using them the same way that those Jewish people would know how to use them.” 

Silva: I would like to know his interpretation of it, yes; what he thinks it is and what his concepts are. 

Ankerberg: Okay, Dave, would you give us the definition of what a prophet…. 

Hunt: Well, the verse that Jose quoted begins with these words, “He who believes on me shall do greater works than I do.” And yet Jose says, “It’s not important whether Jesus was born of a virgin, whether He was God, or whatever,” but simply that He taught a technique. Now, “he who believes on me,” you’re going to have to believe some certain specific things and, in fact, in John 8, Jesus said, “Except you believe that I Am….” [John 8:24] He claimed to be the “I Am that I Am,” [Ex. 3:14] God Himself become a man, “if you don’t believe that, you will die in your sins and where I go you cannot come.” I think that’s rather serious. 

Ankerberg: So, the first thing that you’re saying is that the concept of Jesus is important all by itself. 

Hunt: That’s right. Absolutely. 

Ankerberg: Address the issue of “prophets,” though. And then I’ll come back to you for your definition. I want a definition of prophets. 

Hunt: “Prophet.” Over and over in the Old Testament, Ezekiel, Isaiah or the prophets say, “The word of the Lord came to me saying… And we are given definitions and signs and warnings about false prophets. For example, Deuteronomy 13 says, “If a prophet comes, he does a sign or a wonder [he doesn’t say that a false prophet can’t do miracles, seeming miracles], but he leads you to follow other gods [very important, who God is], then you are not to follow him.” [Deut. 13:1-2] It says, “If he says something and it doesn’t happen,” and Jose Silva, I think, claims about 80% accuracy in his knowledge, “and it doesn’t come to pass, he is a false prophet.” [Deuteronomy 18:22] Isaiah 8:20 says, “To the law and to the testimony, if they speak not according to this word, there is no light in them.” And a prophet was not accepted unless what he said correlated and agreed with everything that the prophets before him had said. 

Ankerberg: Okay. Hold on to that. Jose, give me what you think is the biblical definition, then give me yours, or whatever you want to do. 
Silva: In order to explain that, John, I need to say a few other things, because Dave mentioned that there is no such thing as “mind over matter.” And I’m saying this: mind is an invisible, intangible something. Let’s say it’s subjective. It functions in an invisible world, subjective world. Sometimes it’s called “spiritual world” because it is non-material. Human intelligence also, distinguishing it from animal intelligence, biological intelligence, there’s a lot of difference. It is also functioning in an invisible, intangible dimension. So we say that the past is composed of materialized thoughts, mind materializing thoughts: mind-over-matter, any way you look at it. The present is a process of materializing thoughts, and the future is composed of conceived thoughts not yet materialized. Now, when we talk about being able to prophesy, we want to continue to project into these thought patterns to see if we can detect information that can help us solve problems. It is the only use we have for information. Information is for no other thing than for solving problems, period: To make this planet a better world to live in. 

Ankerberg: Okay. Hold on to that. John, we haven’t had you on the program. Before we close down here, you are all involved with gathering information. You are a researcher who has done many, many solid books, okay, and especially in this area. Talk to this thing that Jose is talking about. Maybe number one, definitions, and number two, what about this thing called “mind”? What do we need to know about it? 

John Weldon: Well, I think the important issue for us to really deal with here is, historically, as a consensus of religion and as a consensus of history, the human race really isn’t alone. When you get into the spiritual realm, you are not really just dealing with the human mind. And you brought up psychometry earlier. Mediums, psychics of all sorts and varieties practice psychometry through the help of their spirit guides. There is a book called Spirit Psychometry. My concern in this whole area is really distinguishing what is human from what is spiritistic, from what is really divine. And my concern is that much of what many people think is “divine” is ultimately spiritistic, and by that I mean demonic. In Scripture it refers to Satan masquerading as an angel of light for purposes of deception. [2 Cor. 11:14] And when people claim to get power or clairvoyant knowledge, from my research it is not something that the human mind really has a capacity to have access to; that there is typically spiritistic associations, and these are independent minds. For example, the Jane Roberts phenomenon, her “Seth” books. Seth is another entity who dictates books through her while she is in an altered state of consciousness, and Prentice-Hall has published a good dozen of them. There is this consistent theme of contact with another mind, a spiritistic mind. And universally, these entities, whenever they do produce information, it’s anti-biblical. 

Ankerberg: Okay, hold it right there. George, we’ve got to come back, because that’s the question I came to you before on, and that is: There is a track record out there. And the thing is that, in talking about these tremendous claims that Silva Mind Control is inviting people to delve into, there also has to be on your part an investigation of these parallel lines that are very similar to what you are doing or the same. You have got to comment concerning this kind of material. What do you comment? 

DeSau: I guess my orientation to that would be that as the Silva Method is taught, it’s oriented very strongly toward learning to control one’s own mind. So it’s a matter of learning control. The attributing of demons and spirits and entities is an orientation which comes out of people, I think, attempting to explain what is taking place with this phenomenon. I’m not really convinced that what we’re talking about here are strange, demonic kinds of things. There is a statement which says that certainly, in an interpretation of biblical statement of demons, that it’s a process of uncontrolled thought, the matter of being “possessed” in that sense. So, we may be attributing, if you will, demonic kinds of statements to minds which are not in control. 
Ankerberg: Would you say that there is a body of information now that would suggest that it is real? 

Weldon: Oh, I think very definitely. There is a large body of literature dealing with demon possession, the phenomenon of demon possession, being taken over by a hostile entity: Malachi Martin’s Hostage to the Devil, Montgomery’s book, Demon Possession. Most people in most cultures throughout all of human history have believed in the reality of spiritual evil, personal spiritual evil. We have the testimony, the biblical testimony of Jesus Christ. He is the only religious figure in all of history who has raised Himself from the dead, who prophesied it and who did it, which verified His claims to be God and as God, He is an infallible authority. And He Himself cast out demons from individuals and spoke of a very real Satan. The testimony of active occultists is to that of a very real spiritual evil, the possibility of being taken over. A former medium, such as Raphael Gasson in his book, The Challenging Counterfeit, or Victor Ernest, I Talked With Spirits. Both had what they thought at one time were positive, benign spirit guides, entities, that would help them diagnose illnesses, heal psychically, clairvoyant knowledge, psychometry…. 

Ankerberg: So you’re saying there is a body of literature that says it’s real. George, what do you think about that literature? 

DeSau: I’m saying that you can create almost any kind of a body of literature that will say these things. It’s a matter of how you interpret it. 

Ankerberg: You would say that it is recognizably real? 

DeSau: I would say that it is recognizably real by individuals who believe in that approach or that reasoning. 

Ankerberg: So, unless you believe in it, it’s not real? 

Hunt: Does that put Silva Mind Control’s body of knowledge in the same category, then? It is just simply recognized as real to those who believe it. 

Silva: Is this fair? Can we interfere? 

Ankerberg: Yeah, talk back to that. 

Silva: I waited for you to call my name, see? 

Ankerberg: You would say that this literature then is only real if people believe in it. 
DeSau: It’s what they attribute. It’s the name they give to a phenomenon which they are not controlling. The statement is, if you don’t control your own mind, your own thought processes, then you can get phenomenon such as John is talking about. 

Ankerberg: Okay. John. 

Weldon: A friend of mine was at a conference where some Satanists and witches were in the room. And they let out the power of evil in that room, and invariably, the most shaken people were the materialists and the atheists who sensed this incredible, tangible evil that they could not deal with. And I think that there is something very real and genuine that we’re dealing with here. 

Ankerberg: Okay. We’re going to pick this up next week, so please stick with us. 

Silva Mind Control – Part 2
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Pick Your Counselors
Ankerberg: Welcome. We’re talking about the Silva Mind Control Method that over six million students have taken. And the Silva Mind Control course guarantees that if you go through their four-day course, 48 hours, they will guarantee you will come out as a psychic, clairvoyant. In part of the course, actually in the third day, every student is introduced to the use of “counselors” or “psychic guides” that they introduce into their mind. Actually, how this goes is on the third day—and you can correct me if I’m wrong on this, Jose—but the students are asked to pick two counselors that they would like to have as their counselors. The lecturer explains how to invoke them. And in the last session, during meditation, two counselors appear in the laboratory of the mind of the student that they have created, and they are to be available from that point on whenever the student needs them. And in your book you say pointblank, that “even though the counselors have been picked by the students, that’s not necessarily who they get when the counselors show up.” And you also say—and I want to find out why—that a Mind Control graduate, mentally, in his laboratory where he is in this altered state of consciousness with his counselors, is a person with an immense power to benefit himself and others. Now, Jose, in order for us to get this information, you must have experienced it yourself. Do you have psychic guides? 

Silva: First of all, John, I still have some pending things with Dave here, though. I didn’t know if I could jump in and answer whatever he said, you know. 

Ankerberg: Well, I thought we could get back to it, but do you have psychic guides in order to teach all these people? 

Silva: Okay, I go with it, but let me not forget what I need to….. 

Ankerberg: Okay, I’ll come back to it. 

Silva: Because I’ve got it in back of my mind, and I’ve got to get it off…. 

Ankerberg: Okay. 

Silva: Now, about these psychic guides, we need to make some corrections in the way you explained it. You see, they are supposed to—the student in his lab—to create a person that he would like to see in his lab. He is going to create the person—color of eyes, hair, whatever—and this person will be here to help the clairvoyant, our student, to be able to solve problems. 

Ankerberg: They are supposed to pick out two, correct? 
Silva: That’s right. Male and female. 

Ankerberg: Can they have more than two. 

Silva: No. We only recommend one of each. We don’t need any more than that. 

Ankerberg: Okay. 

Silva: We see there are geniuses in every field, so what do we need, just like a telephone. Dial the numbers. Why do we need two telephone different numbers, or whatever, different colors? We need female and a male, okay? The same thing we do for several other things, male and female. Like the Bible does, you know. He came first with a male and a female, in that order. Anyway, they create their own counselors, okay? 

Ankerberg: Okay, got the counselors. 

Silva: So whenever they have a problem, if they don’t know what to do, they consult with a counselor and see what ideas come into their mind and use them. 

Ankerberg: Okay. And these counselors give them information that helps on their problems. 

Silva: That is correct. Now, all we’re doing here, John, is for solving problems. We think we were created for that purpose alone. 

Ankerberg: Okay. Do you have those psychic guides? Did you have them? How did you come across them? 

Silva: I’ve had them all my life. I didn’t know that. 

Ankerberg: Do they talk to you? 

Silva: This is why I got the idea to pass them on to others, because I was being helped from this source. 

Ankerberg: Where did you first encounter the psychic guides or the counselors? 

Silva: In my research for 42 years, okay, all over the world. We have psychic surgeons in Mexico, Central America, the Macumbas, you name them, I’ve been there. I’ve been researching for 42 years now, okay? Now, my personal concepts are quite different from the common concepts that I see people responding to. 

Ankerberg: I am just curious, because if somebody had to teach you, how did you find out about these guides? 

Silva: This is interesting, because when we went to University on the problem of psychophysiology to be able to prove our method, before and after, with medical students and so forth—and it is scientifically proven now, a paper came out—the scientists looked at me and said, “Jose, have you ever taken your own course?” 
I hadn’t really thought about that. I hadn’t taken my own course. I just put it together for somebody else. But then put me under with EEG and so forth to see if I could do what the students were able to do, and I could. I was a natural. I was one of those 10 percenters he called it, using both brain hemispheres. 

Ankerberg: Okay, so you’re a natural. So you’ve had these psychic guides or counselors that have been helping you formulate this course since day one. 

Silva: That is correct. 

Ankerberg: Okay. And they also help you in the psychic healings… 

Silva: They do, yes. 

Ankerberg: They give you information about the future… 

Silva: Any time that you find yourself with a problem and you do not know what to do next, you can consult them. But if you know what to do, you go ahead and do what you already know. They are here not to do the work for you, they are here to help you evolve, become like as good as they are, whoever they are. 

Ankerberg: Why is it we don’t get the counselors we ask for? 

Silva: It’s because… actually, the way I feel about that, John, is because you do not know your own make-up. You do not know your reserve information that’s programmed within you that is needed to solve problems with. So I’m saying, the empathy between people, just like, you like some people and some people you don’t like and you don’t know why, or something like this. There must be an empathy between the counselor and the student, yes. 

Ankerberg: Okay, Dave, in your book you say that, “Man’s spirit is intended by God to function within his body which operates in the physical space, time, matter universe and is subject to the laws that determine order in the realm. We are forbidden to attempt to make contact with disembodied spirits, whether angels, demons, or spirits of the dead.” You say, “They live in another dimension that is bound by its own laws which we can neither measure with our scientific instruments nor understand on the basis of our material experience, nor manipulate by formulas or rituals.” I think that’s almost what Jose was saying, you don’t measure it, okay? When these entities intrude into the physical world in forms of psychic phenomena, you have said, “The things they do seem like supernatural miracles to us but are as natural to that spiritual dimension of nature they inhabit as everyday events in the physical world are to us.” Do you think that these spirit guides, these counselors, these psychic guides, if you want, that Jose is introducing people to, are they the demonic? 

Hunt: I think they could very well be. They may not be in every case, but I think they are opening themselves to this possibility. Now, Dr. DeSau talked about control, and yet he said, “What we have to do is control our minds.” And they seem to think that everything comes from their mind. But you are getting information that is not in your mind. I was talking, for example, with a former director—I guess they don’t call them directors any more—but he had quite a large territory with Silva Mind Control. I was speaking with him this morning, and he said… 

Ankerberg: What state? 

Hunt: In Pennsylvania. He said some years ago when they first began to doing this, when these “counselors” came out of the elevator, they were demonic, very often, and they didn’t have control over this. And they had to then begin to tell everybody, “Well, you must expect only human forms and so forth.” Now, if you don’t get the counselor you thought, it seems to me you are not in control. I was just reading in his book and he’s telling of one of his graduates who got Shakespeare and Sophia Loren and they acted rather strangely. 
In fact, they didn’t seem to have too much interest in healing this person or diagnosing this person. They were tripping off having a little sex on the side, or that was the implication. It doesn’t sound to me like you are in very good control of this thing. You are looking to some other source and that’s what I’m concerned about. What is that source? 

Ankerberg: Okay, Jose? 

Silva: I would like to answer. He’s basing himself on an article that came out of New York City, New York Times. And this writer presented his script, you know, and they returned it to him. It was too much favorable to mind control. This is something like instead of paying for publicity, getting free publicity, you know. So he rearranged it and it was turned back again. So, finally, he thought up the idea of changing the counselors to Sophia Loren and, old/youth kind of thing, and they liked it. They wanted something to be kind of way-out, or something like this. He would say the right thing and they would return it. They wouldn’t take it. But when he changed to Sophia Loren and this other guy and the sex acts and whatever, they took it and they like that. See what I mean? It’s not the real thing. I don’t know who you talked to, but we can prove that very easily. 

Hunt: Sounds like misrepresentation. If Silva Mind…. 

Silva: Well, that’s newspaper problems. 

Hunt: Yes, but I don’t think you should bow to that. If you’ve got some truth to share, I don’t think you should bow to….. 

Silva: Well, how can you control the newspaper what they are going to print about you? 

Ankerberg: I’d like to come back to something right along this line. Let me come to you, George, on this, and that is the fact that, as a doctor yourself, what do you think about these counselors? Where do they come from? 

DeSau: I think a statement Jose was making, referencing that we don’t always know our inner functioning, inner workings. I think it’s a nice representation. To me, it’s a nice representation of how you can communicate with subjective, giving it a type of reality, if you will, which allows for a translation through. Many of us, if we get a series of thoughts and we think that it’s attributed to us, we have a tendency not to give value to. And if you set up a system of “something translating through,” that seems to make sense to me. 

Ankerberg: Okay. 

DeSau: Can I follow through for a moment?
Ankerberg: I want to come right to you on this very thing. Jose in his book says, “Even though the student has a pretty firm idea of who he wants as counselors, they don’t get who they wish. But the counselors are very real to Mind Control graduates.” And Jose asks the question, “What are they? We are not sure.” Now, what I want to know is, if we are not sure what they are, and we don’t have control of “them” when they come to us, how do we have control, then, under SMC? 

DeSau: Jose evidently wants to answer that, but I’d like to have a shot at it before he goes. 

Ankerberg: Go ahead, George. Jose will get a shot at it. 

DeSau: We can talk about not being sure of “demons,” we can talk about not being sure where thoughts come. My field is psychology and we still have trouble defining where thoughts come from. So the idea of “not being sure” is to me an honest statement. 

Ankerberg: Okay, Jose has got his guides. When you went through the course, did you have your guides? 

DeSau: Yes. 

Ankerberg: Okay. Do your guides still talk to you? 

DeSau: Yes, when I go to “the laboratory level,” when I decide that I want to talk to them. 

Ankerberg: In the laboratory level, do they give you information that you don’t otherwise have? 

DeSau: They give me information I am not cognizantly aware of at the time. The question of do, I know it or do I have it, is an open question. 

Ankerberg: Well, for example, these students going back and getting these sense impressions from George Washington, obviously they don’t have that until they go back. Now, the question is, if you’ve gone back into the past or you’ve gone into the future, or done psychic healing, I would suspect everybody that’s gone through SMC has psychic abilities. 

DeSau: Right. It’s part of the course. 

Ankerberg: Now, the thing is, do you have that information already, or are you getting that from some other source? 

DeSau: It’s quite possible we have it. We’re really talking about subjective, internal area that has been really ill-defined. Psychologists have enough difficulty with objective levels. But what we’re capable of subjectively and what we have as subjective information is still a very wide-open field. But it still says it relates to the individual. 

Ankerberg: Okay, John, a comment from you. 

Weldon: For me, I would really have to question that. As I sit here listening, this sounds to me very much like spiritism. I hear the same things from mediums and spiritists who talk to their advisors or their spirit guides, or their counselors, or whatever. 

Ankerberg: We’ve got to say, too, that you’re not talking off the top of your head. You have actually researched 13 of the psychics. You’ve actually gone and talked with them, so you know what you’re talking about here. 

Weldon: Well, I’ve done research with an awful lot of different individuals. And, for example, the gurus, about 98% of them admit that they were in contact with some form of spirit entity and that they had been possessed. They defined it differently, as “god-possession” or possession by one of their deities or whatever, but they admitted to a state of possession and to receiving information from their spirit guides. My concern with this is that there is no reliable way for an individual who’s in contact with the spirit world to know that that spirit is really telling the truth. Biblically, God prohibits it in Deuteronomy 18. He calls it an “abomination” to contact the spirit world. [Deut. 18:9-13] 

Ankerberg: Why doesn’t God want us to contact the spirit world? 
Weldon: Because, I think, He knows what’s there. There is a world of spiritual evil. Spirits, demons, have designs against men. In 1982 I wrote a book on Psychic Healing and looked at psychic diagnosis, psychic healing, and psychic surgery. The lowest common denominator was really spiritism. And I was corroborated, for example, by George Meek’s book Healers and the Healing Process, a massive study over ten years; Sally Hammond’s research covering several hundred British psychic healers. The spiritistic centers are where healers usually develop from, at least in terms of psychic surgeons. Again, people claim that the power to heal was not their own, that they received it from a higher power. And typically that was spiritism. 

I have to ask, who are these spirits? What are they? When you look at the philosophy, the worldview of the healers, or the messages of the spirits themselves, again, they are distinctly anti-biblical. That gives me a clue. When I look at the impact of the psychic involvement in the lives of individuals, there is a high degree of tragedy, of suicide, of mental illness, and that’s documented in the studies of Dr. Kurt Koch, a German theologian, who’s counseled about 20,000 people. I look at the damage that is done in psychic healing; I look at the source; I look at the claims of the psychics themselves, where they get it; and it all comes back to spiritism. I look at the nature of the spirits, and to me it seems like we’re dealing with a demonic phenomenon. 

Ankerberg: Okay. You guys are all sitting close together so it is real hard to make statements that are tough. We’re all friends here and we can disagree on some things, okay? Give me a conclusion. If you apply all of your research to what you are hearing about Silva Mind Control, your conclusion is? 

Weldon: That, potentially, when they receive their advisors, their guides, that that is an open door to spiritism, and that the nature of spiritism is ultimately demonic. That they are not “good spirits” as they claim. 

Ankerberg: Okay. Jose, you have to respond to this body of literature as well as the fact of, if you don’t know the source of these spirit guides, as you admit, and the information they get is fantastic. We’re not debating the reality of it; I think the reality is clear. The question is, aren’t you in danger? 

Silva: Let’s put it this way, John. I have also researched with many spirit mediums and spirit centers and spirit medium schools in Brazil and many other places. Now, how do I detect a false medium from a real true one? By the information we get. If you get all the information, so many words but mean nothing because you cannot use that information to solve anybody’s problems, or maybe create a problem because of doubts and so forth, I say this is no good. He’s false. 
But if you get information to solve problems, where people are suffering, and you do alleviate that suffering and you correct the problem, who cares where the information comes from? The idea is, get it anyway you can to stop a problem and forget everything else. 

Ankerberg: Okay, the audience made a reaction there and I wish they wouldn’t make that reaction, but the reason I think they did make that reaction, Jose, would be the fact of, obviously, it seems to matter. And maybe, Dave, you could explain here, why, from a Christian, biblical point of view, that it does matter where you get even sometimes good information. 

Hunt: One of the problems that I have is I believe Jose has put up his own definition of what it means to solve a problem. He has made his own definition of what problems are, and I think it is a rather self-oriented definition, although, of course, he’s involving, and I know he’s very sincere and he wants to help the human race. 

But, there could be something more important. There could be a problem more important than giving us power to heal and to give us paranormal sources of information. The Bible says that the real problem is in the human heart. Jesus Himself said that. He said, “Out of the heart there proceeds fornication, adulteries, murders,” and so forth, and “these are the things that defile a man.” [Mark 7:21-23] We created the problems in this world. We’re not going to solve these problems by looking into ourselves and gaining control over our minds. So I have a problem with his basic assumptions right to begin with. 

Now, John said that the information that comes out ultimately becomes anti-biblical, and I would have to say that about Jose’s. He’s done away with the blood of Jesus Christ; he’s done away with the sacrificial death of Christ for our sins. It’s not a sin problem anymore, it’s ignorance. He says the only problem that we have is we’re functioning in the left brain instead of in the right brain. And I don’t think that from brainwaves you can get moral problems, and I don’t believe you will solve moral problems by changing your brain waves through the hemisphere. 

Ankerberg: Okay, let me come back to this “brain waves” next week, okay. But I think that where we’re going that needs to be addressed, Jose and George, would be this, and that is that many times in your book you are quoting Jesus saying this, that and the other, okay? Jesus said some other things as well, that Dave said about the human heart, about sin, about a real hell. And He was the one who also cast out demons so that they were real entities to Him. We’ve got a body of literature that seems to support the fact of the reality of it, and I’m still waiting for an answer: If we don’t know where the spirit guides or the counselors that you teach students how to contact, and they give information that parallels the research as well as what the Bible is saying: Again, aren’t we still in a spot that we’re dangerous? 

Silva: John, my personal concept is that we have been sent to the planet to solve problems, to convert this planet into a paradise, and we need to solve all kinds of problems, regardless of what problems they are. So, information, the real, true information, is only that information that would apply to solve problems, not create problems. 

Ankerberg: George? 

DeSau: Well, I’m just intrigued by the orientation that David takes in rather generalizing statements to Jose that Jose has his own definition of “problem.” I didn’t hear that from Jose. It makes it very good to generalize and make the statement. I think if we’re looking for generalizations then, since the biblical quotes are so heavy, I think we need to look at the type of arrogance that one might have to believe that the particular interpretation that one has of the Bible is the end result. We have any number of translations of the Bible, for example, and the utilization of that—your particular version—to prove a point is rather untenable. 
Ankerberg: But, George, if we can show that the same way a guy reads the newspaper, he picks up the Bible and reads it the same way—that words mean something in context; and if it comes out that across Church history, the Church fathers and all of Church history are interpreting the fact of the reality of the demonic and what Jesus is saying about them and the solution to sin, etc., etc., down the line, then we don’t have to worry about interpretations. I think that’s documented. 

DeSau: I think we do need to worry about interpretation, because most of the interpretation is coming through the Greek and through the Latin and through the German. If you go back to Aramaic you can get a different definition for demonic. 

Ankerberg: There’s millions of people watching that program who read their Bible, and they have some idea what Jesus said. Is there any particular thing that you are saying that you disagree with? 

DeSau: I think I’m disagreeing with the belief that a strictly literal interpretation, as expounded by the particular translation that one has in front of them, is the last word is the height of arrogance. 

Ankerberg: Scholar, what do you say about that? John? 

Weldon: I think that a good translation is accurate and it can be read literally. I think there are a lot of problems in the world, but Jesus said, “What will a man be profited if he gain the whole world and lose his own soul?” [Matt. 16:26] And I think that is something every individual has to deal with. What about their soul? What about their relationship to God and to Jesus Christ and the issue of sin? Are their sins forgiven? 

Ankerberg: Yeah. And, you folks out there, before we leave you this week, before you throw your Bible away here, realize that in the American Standard Version and on the Revised Standard Version and the King James Version, that on the major versions you have got 25 to 50 scholars from different denominations that fight out what those words are going to say when you read it. So I don’t think you have to worry about bias coming in at that point. So don’t throw your Bible away. Hang in there and we’ll pick it up next week.

Silva Mind Control – Part 3
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Finding the Kingdom of God
Ankerberg: Welcome! Thanks for joining us tonight. We’re talking about the Silva Mind Control technique which more than six million people have taken in how many countries? 

Silva: Seventy-one. 

Ankerberg: Seventy-one countries. And Silva claims that any person who will take their 48-hour course, about four days, will develop psychic powers; guaranteed. You will be able to enter an altered state of consciousness; you’ll be able to tap into higher intelligence; you’ll become psychic, clairvoyant. You’ll be taught how to invite counselors or psychic guides into your mind and be able to tap into the minds of other men, alive or dead. 

Tonight, though, Jose has said in his book, and let me just quote him, and then, Dave, I’d like you or John to answer this question. You say that, “Rabbi Jesus was assigned by Almighty God of the Universe to Planet Earth to teach humanity in a step-by-step procedure how to look for and find what is called the kingdom of God within us all.” You say, “Jesus called this kingdom a heavenly kingdom of God, or just a kingdom of heaven.” I’m quoting you now. “From there on, Rabbi Jesus would say, ‘For you to do what you have seen me do, you must first seek the kingdom of heaven that is within you and function within God’s righteousness and everything else will be added unto you.’” All the psychic gifts and so on. You say that, “The method you use to accomplish the entering of the kingdom of heaven which Jesus talked about and promoted is the Silva Mind Control Method.” Before we come to you, Jose, David, do you believe this is what Jesus was teaching? 

Hunt: Well, I think Jose has done what Joseph Smith, or Mary Baker Eddy or a lot of other people have done, and that is to say that “I have the inside track on what Jesus was really saying and nobody else really has, but here’s what it is after all these centuries. And it happens to be Silva Mind Control. And isn’t that remarkable that these are the keys to the kingdom.” 

Now, George has said that it is rather arrogant to say that “My interpretation of the Bible is the right one.” I will give Jose credit that he does say in his book that he is not sure. But I think that we’re going to have to look at the Bible. It’s the Word of God. We’re going to have to look at what Jesus said. And when He said, “The kingdom of God is within you,” [Luke 17:21] He certainly wasn’t meaning that the Pharisees to whom He was talking, who were rebels, were part of this kingdom of God or that the kingdom of God was within them, because the King wasn’t reigning with them. In fact, He said in John 8:44 to a number of the rabbis and the Jews, He said, “You are of your father, the devil.” 

And as far as that kingdom being upon this earth, He talked about His Father’s house where there are many mansions and He said, “I am going away to prepare a place for you, and if I go away, I’m going to come again and receive you unto myself; that where I am there you may be also.” [John 14:2-3] And the Bible talks about a literal heaven and a literal hell, not just a state of mind within the human being that you can change by getting into alpha level or operating from your right hemisphere of your brain. 

Ankerberg: Jose, what would it take if somebody wanted to say there’s evidence that Jesus Christ, the Jesus of the Bible, did not teach what you say that He’s teaching? If it could be proved that that is true, what would that do to what you are teaching? 

Silva: First of all, John, I’m speaking from my own personal concepts, okay? Because of the years of research involved in this field, that Jesus came to give us a message to correct the problem of human development on this planet. Because Moses didn’t do it and Noah didn’t do it, Abraham, Isaac, Jacob didn’t do it, all the others—Zoroaster, Krishna, Buddha, Muhammad—didn’t do it. So Jesus finally came to straighten out their mess and problem, in my point of view. The people were developing the use only of the left brain hemisphere when God gave us also the right one to use for thinking with. 
And the right brain hemisphere is intuitive, is spiritual, intangible brain hemisphere. The right brain hemisphere reigns in the spiritual world, the invisible, intangible world of the mind, and the left one reigns in the visible, tangible world of body. 

Ankerberg: Okay, and Jesus was the One that came to teach us that? 

Silva: So He gave us the keys how to do it. 

Ankerberg: Okay. That was His idea. 

Silva: Notice He said to Peter—not to John, not to Jacob or anybody else, He didn’t say this to Paul, either—He said to Peter, “To thee I give you the keys to enter the kingdom of heaven.” [Matt. 16:19] Now, if you go by the Matthew’s translation, it says “heaven” not “kingdom of God.” 

Ankerberg: You know why it says that? 

Silva: This is what the interpretation…. 

Ankerberg: Well, Matthew was written to the Jewish people and they didn’t like to use the name of God so he used the kingdom of “heaven” there. And Luke, written to the Gentiles wrote the kingdom of “God.” Same thing, though. 

Silva: Well, I’m saying this, John. A kingdom is a complete dimension of its own. The kingdom of music: seven notes; the kingdom of pure white light: seven colors of the rainbow; the kingdom of the body’s function on planet earth: seven chakras. And on and on and on. So here we have the cycles of alpha, seven to fourteen, as the inner kingdom within us. And a kingdom, heavenly, is intangible. The word “heaven” is intangible, spiritual. 

Ankerberg: Jose, let me ask you this. Most people, when they hear you say, and here’s your quote that you said: “When we enter the kingdom of heaven, once there we become centered and have access to the use of the right brain hemisphere.” 

Silva: Both of them. 

Ankerberg: “The first time we enter the kingdom of heaven and start for the first time to use the right brain hemisphere to think with, it would be like being born again. This would truly be the concept of being born again.” 

Silva: Shall I explain on that now? 

Ankerberg: Well, the first thing I was asking is, I’ve never seen a verse that Jesus said we need to use the right brain hemisphere. 
Silva: Well, I mean, did He have an EEG then, you see? 

Ankerberg: But I mean, do you have the information. Where did He…. 

Silva: We didn’t have scientists then, did we? 

Ankerberg: No, but we do have what He said. 

Silva: So He wouldn’t have come up with electroencephalograph. 

Ankerberg: But I’m saying that you are saying you got this information from Jesus, and I’m saying, where did Jesus say that? 

Silva: I’m saying that I got the information that you have to go within your own self, a kingdom within you. We find the seven cycles which is a dimension, a full dimension of alpha it’s called. And this is where the connection to the right brain hemisphere is. This is the second anabolic cycle of human development: the first seven years is one, the second seven years the second one. Anabolic cycle means growth processes in your body. This is where the mind functions deductively. Before one year to seven, mind functions only inductively. Before seven to 14 the mind starts functioning deductively. The analytical processes come in, the human intelligence comes in. This is the center using the right brain hemisphere. The being “born again” means “Go back and retrace your steps and pick up the use of the right brain hemisphere like you did when you were born originally.” Now, when you get to use both brain hemispheres, that is really being born again. 

Ankerberg: Jose, are you aware of the latest research in psychology and in parapsychology concerning the two hemispheres? 

Silva: I don’t know which one you mean. 

Hunt: Could I address that? 

Ankerberg: Go ahead. 

Hunt: In Psychology Today of April 1986 there is an article entitled “Neuro-Babel” by Lawrence Miller. He’s a neuropsychologist at Seton Hall University. And he calls the idea of “left-brain, right-brain thinking simplistic, potentially misleading.” He says, “It’s pseudo-scientific.” And, in fact, he calls it “whole brain half-wittedness.” Now, in Psychology Today…. 

Silva: That’s his concept. 

Hunt: Right. In Psychology Today, May 1985, an article by Jerry Levy, a biopsychologist at the University of Chicago, the title of that article is “Right-Brain, Left-Brain: Fact or Fiction?” And again he says, “It’s a pseudo-scientific idea that people have taken some ideas of Roger Sperry for which he got the Nobel Prize and they have popularized this and they have drawn conclusions from it that are not true.” The same thing, March 28, 1983, Marilyn Ferguson’s Brain/Mind Bulletin. And I was talking with Dr. Bobgan this morning out in Santa Barbara. He’s been following the latest research; that’s why I called him, because he’s right up to the minute. And he says the major people who are now attacking this thinking are the ones who were involved in supposedly discovering this. And they’re saying that there is no evidence that people favor one portion of the brain or other. That’s pure speculation. And exactly what each hemisphere is used for is speculation; that the latest scientific findings do not support this. And I don’t think that Jose was attributing this to Jesus until these people came along with their theories, and now I think the rug may be being pulled out from under him because the scientists are beginning to backpedal. 

Ankerberg: Dr. DeSau, why don’t you comment there? This is your area. 
DeSau: Well, again, I am just wondering at David’s generalizations: “All scientists.” Sperry was the individual who did the split brain work and he did, correctly attributed, receive the Nobel Prize for that. Some of the other people mentioned have worked with Sperry. I think their objection is the continuing on and over-popularizing. There is no question in the research that different sections of the brain serve different functions. Now, I can’t understand the statement that that’s not so. 

Hunt: Well, that’s what the latest research says. But even beyond that, I have a larger problem; and that is, we are dealing with a matter of morals. We’re dealing with sin. We’re dealing with the evil in the human heart. We’re dealing with selfishness, with lust and ambition. And those things are not a matter of brain waves or which side of your brain you’re functioning from or going down to alpha level. I think that that is a great delusion that is being promoted by Silva Mind Control: honestly and sincerely, but nevertheless, I think wrongly. 

Silva: I’d like to answer him personally. 

Ankerberg: Okay, go ahead. 

Silva:’ He talks about what the scientists are saying. Before we came on the scene, John, all the scientists were saying, “These guys are crazy.” They’re crackpots—well, they didn’t call us crackpots, they called us “psycho-ceramics,” which means the same thing, you know. But then again, there is no way you can control alpha frequency brain waves. There is no way. You have to be in a state of reverie to produce alpha. So we finally took it to the university level, the department of psychophysiology, and ran some experiments here with medical students. It was proven, the paper came out from England, that we were correct in what we were saying. Scientists changed their mind immediately. “Yes, we can control brain waves.” 

Now, you see, they don’t criticize us with their remarks. Scientists did not know this. The great big name scientists say we were way out in left field, you see. Well, could they be wrong again? They don’t want to commit themselves to say pointblank we don’t know what we’re doing, because we’ve proved them wrong once. Now, he says that we are causing delusion. If we are using delusion to solve problems, we are going to use more delusion, okay? The idea is that we need to solve problems regardless of whose problem it is, we need to solve it, we need to convert this planet to a paradise. We have not done it to date. 

You sometimes wonder about the value of information, what value are the Scriptures? Is it just words? He mentioned before I said it didn’t matter whether Mary was a virgin. I didn’t say this. I said, “Why should we continue to argue whether she was a virgin or not? What kind of problem are we going to solve if one way or the other?” Did Jesus walk on water or not? What kind of problems are we going to solve whether He did or not? We’re not going to solve any problems. Why should we keep on arguing about this? Why not get down to basic fundamentals and solve problems, real problems, that are plaguing humanity? We seem to be going in the wrong direction, and we can tell, in every nation and so forth. 

Ankerberg: I appreciate that, and let me respond to it. And then I’m going to turn it over to the guys. And that is that one of the things on your book here, an award-winning book here, that was selected by Psychology Today, one of the things that you’ve taught your students is that “As science progresses and comes on the scene, we will learn new things and discard the old theories.” Now, they promoted your book back in 1978 when it came on. But now you’ve got the new research that’s being published by the same people that published your book, and they’re saying that the new research shows that some of your conclusions are wrong. Now, won’t you be honest enough to use that data and move on? 

Silva: John, now wait a minute. What people that took part in this book are saying that? 

Ankerberg: Well, we just quoted three of them…. 

Silva: They are not quoting this book. They’re not our scientists. 

Ankerberg: No, they’re not quoting this book. They’re quoting about the right-brain hemisphere research. 

Silva: But not the same scientists who were approving of our work. They never have approved our work. 

Ankerberg: It sounds to me, Jose, and maybe, David, you would want to comment again, because you read those scholars to us. Here you have science continuing to go on, and it is simply saying that some of the things that are in this book are not true. 

Hunt: Well…. 

Ankerberg: Or am I wrong? 

Hunt: That’s what I said. But what I said beyond that, and I think we really ought to move beyond because we can have our arguments about scientific research and their differences of opinion among the scientists… 

Silva: That’s right. 

Hunt: Therefore, I think we have to admit we don’t have a solid scientific foundation. But beyond that, Jose still hasn’t answered this matter of “guilt.” If you are really guilty of doing something, do you just change your brain waves and that takes care of it? The big problem is sin. It’s the human heart. And that, I don’t think he’s dealing with. Furthermore,… 

Silva: Let me answer it, Dave. 

Hunt: Let me make one other statement. Furthermore, we’re talking about scientists and we’re talking about Roger Sperry, a Nobel Prize winner. There’s another Nobel Prize winner out there, his name is Sir John Eccles. He also received a Nobel Prize for his research on the brain. And he describes the brain as “a machine that a ghost can operate.” What he means by that is in a normal state of consciousness, you are operating your brain. But in an altered state of consciousness, the normal connection between you and your brain is loosened. That allows another entity to interpose itself and begin to tick off the neurons in your brain and create an entire universe of illusion. And as John says, it leads down a particular path that ultimately denies the basic teaching of the Word of God. And I’m very concerned about who these entities are. And they are not solving the problem of sin and guilt in the human heart. 
Ankerberg: Okay, Jose, what about this thing of guilt? Let’s come back to the fact of that when they’re in this altered state of consciousness, what do you tell them about real guilt? 

Silva: It depends on what guilt means to you. If you mean a guilt complex…. 

Ankerberg: A man divorces his wife because he committed the adultery. Somebody commits murder. Somebody steals. Somebody commits fraud. Real guilt. 

Silva: I believe—and this is my personal concept, again, John—what I believe sin is is an error because of ignorance. If we knew better as what to do, we wouldn’t commit sin, meaning going against God’s desires. Now, what is against God? Destroying God’s creation and causing problems for God’s creatures. Now, we venture into this, and we usually do it because of ignorance, not knowing any better, because we are using only the left brain hemisphere and we are more animal-like in responding than human-like responding. We are not that much spiritually evolved. The right brain hemisphere is the spiritual hemisphere that reigns in the spiritual world and the left one is the one that reigns in the physical world. So then if we commit a sin it means we made a mistake because we didn’t know any better. That’s what I call a sin. 

Ankerberg: How do you get rid of that real guilt then? 

Silva: Learn to use the left brain hemispheres. Now, if you’ve done it before and you want to get into your level and apologize, now you know better. 

Ankerberg: John, maybe I can have a comment from you. 

Weldon: Jose, you mentioned that sin is going against the will of God. 

Silva: That is correct. 

Weldon: And yet how do we know what the will of God is? The Bible is the Word of God and in the Bible it states that we are to avoid all forms of necromancy and spiritism. 

Ankerberg: And what’s necromancy? 

Weldon: Contacting the dead. 

Silva: Wait a minute. You are going into several different areas. He’s blending several other subjects. 

Weldon: I’m just trying to determine what exactly is the will of God. Is it God’s will really to contact the dead or not. And God says it is not His will. It is an abomination to Him. [Deut. 18] 
The issue of guilt and real guilt feelings is such that people have guilt feelings because they are truly guilty before an infinite God who does hold them accountable. The issue of sin is much deeper ingrained in human nature than to just say that it is something that, you know, we committed some sin or evil because we didn’t know any better. There’s a deliberate rebellion on the part of people against God. Jesus said that man hated the light and they loved the darkness because their deeds were evil and because they did not want to come to the light to have their deeds exposed. The issue of sin and guilt is something that every person has to face, and I don’t think that Jesus came to really give us the means to some form of inner or psychic development. He said, “I came to give my life a ransom for many” [Mark 10:45] and He said, “This is the blood of my covenant which is shed on behalf of many for forgiveness of sins.” [Matt. 26:28] There is only one way. 

Ankerberg: Jose, you’ve said in your book that you are still a Roman Catholic, that’s correct, isn’t it? 

Silva: That’s correct. 

Ankerberg: Okay, so you believe in Jesus dying on the cross, shedding His blood for the sins of the world, including yours. Or don’t you? 

Silva: Well, you see, the interpretation that we give the Bible, John, I think we are interpreting the Bible wrong. That’s my personal view. 

Ankerberg: Do you interpret it the way the Roman Catholics do? 

Silva: That’s right. I think I’m in hot water for saying that, you know. 

Ankerberg: Well, I’m just asking you if that’s…. 

Silva: But I’m saying because I have to say what I feel, okay. So then I’m saying this. Why do we think that we’re interpreting the Bible wrong? Because, alongside the Old Testament, we continue to war against each other and cause destruction to God’s creation and His creatures. Alongside the New Testament, we continue creating problems, warring against each other, not trusting one another and hurting each other too. Destroying God’s creation, again. Something is wrong, because it’s getting worse and worse instead of better and better. So what is this wording, these particular interpretations? If it were correct, we probably wouldn’t be in the mess we’re in right now. That’s what I’m saying. 

Ankerberg: We’re going to pick this up a little bit more and we’re going to go into a little bit more of the scientific research next week. Dave, maybe a final word from you as you’re sitting and listening. 

Hunt: Well, the Bible is very consistent from Genesis to Revelation. And I’ve read Jose’s statements about, you know, that, “Somebody who died 1900 years ago or 2000 years ago, his blood cleansing us from sin and so forth, that doesn’t help solve problems today.” That does solve the basic problem. If you’re going to throw that out, you’re going to have to throw out all the Old Testament sacrifices that looked forward to the coming of the Lamb of God. You’re going to have to throw out the statement of John the Baptist who said, “Behold the Lamb of God who bears away the sins of the world.” [John 1:29] You’re not just throwing out a few little things that were said here and there. You’re throwing out the whole Bible. 

Ankerberg: I thank you, gentlemen, for this week and we’re going to pick this up right here and we won’t forget it and I hope that you’ll join us. Stick with us next week. 

Silva Mind Control – Part 4
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The Power to Raise the Dead
Ankerberg: Welcome. We’re talking tonight about the Silva Mind Control technique that more than six million people in more than 67 countries have taken. 

Silva: Seventy-one, John. 

Ankerberg: Seventy-one. I’m sorry, Jose. A lot of people, right? And these folks have gone into a 48-hour course, or four-day course, that promises it will develop psychic powers in them by the time they are done; that they will be shown how to enter an altered state of consciousness which will allow them to be able to tap into higher intelligence in the universe. They will be able to function not only psychically but clairvoyantly. They’ll be taught how to invite counselors or psychic guides into their minds to help with their problems; and they’ll be able to tap into the minds of other men, alive or dead; and that Jesus was the One who brought this message. 

Jose, let me come to you again this week. In your book that you say, “We are all to go and help teach the Silva Method to everybody now that the kingdom of heaven is again within reach.” You are appealing to the churches, you are appealing to all people, to the colleges. You want the grade school children to have this as well. You say, “We want to have the Silva Method taught to everybody and told that the kingdom of heaven is again within reach to heal the sick, to cleanse the lepers, to cure leukemia and cancer patients, to raise the dead and cast out devils.” Now, that’s quite a claim. I mean, just listening to it read again here, how many of your six million students have been able to do that: to raise the dead, cure leukemia or cancer and cast out devils? 

Silva: John, first of all, I would answer one thing Dave said. 

Ankerberg: Okay, go ahead. 

Silva: Last week he said something like, “doing away with everything from the Scriptures.” I didn’t say that. I’m saying we need to interpret and draw from the Scriptures every bit of information we can use to solve problems, not just words for the sake of using words and repeating them. I’m saying, then, Christians are not Christians because they talk about Christ; they are Christians because they do what Christ did, especially when He said, “He who believes in me and the works that I do, he also shall do.” [John 14:12] Believe that. 
So when He says now you go preach the message that the kingdom of heaven is now at hand, what for? To solve problems, to heal the sick, cast out devils, cleanse the lepers and so on, to correct all kinds of problems. We think we’ve found something similar to what He called the keys that He gave to Peter. [Matt. 16:19] Why doesn’t the Church talk to us about the keys? What are the keys? Is there a message for something? And why give them to Peter? They never talk about Peter, they talk about Paul all the time. Paul didn’t get the keys, it was Peter who got the keys. Why not talk about it, you know? What happened to the formula that He brought to give us? 

Ankerberg: Alright, I appreciate that. John, would you like to comment? 

Weldon: Well, in the context, Jesus was talking to Peter about his confession of Himself as Messiah. And He said, “Flesh and blood have not revealed this to you but my Father in heaven.” [Matt. 16:17] He said, “Upon this rock, I will build my church,” [Matt. 16:18] not Peter, per se, but Peter’s confession. That’s how the church is built: the confession of Jesus Christ as Messiah and Lord. That is what a true Christian is, someone who accepts Christ’s lordship in their own life. And then He goes on, “I will give you the keys of the kingdom.” [Matt. 16:19] What a key does is that it opens the door. Anybody who is a Christian has the means of opening the door to the kingdom of heaven by…. 

Silva: “That is within you.” [Luke 17:21] 

Weldon: …by sharing with them what it means to come into the kingdom of heaven: by being born again; by coming into a personal relationship with God through Jesus Christ. And so I think that the context determines that we’re talking about how we enter that kingdom of heaven. And the key is through faith in Jesus Christ. 

Ankerberg: Let me bring up something from scholarship here that has come up in the other programs, and I forgot to throw it in. This is just what the scholars say. “Concerning the verse, ‘The kingdom of God is within you,’ is it supposed to be ‘within,’ or is it supposed to be ‘in your midst’?” And there are different translations, okay? If Christ had meant to say that the kingdom of God was inside each Pharisee, He would have used the Greek word eso. But that actually, literally would have meant “inside.” The word that is used in all of the texts is the word entos which means “in your midst.” The New American Standard revised that, their committee, and also the New Scofield, the Revised Standard Version. These all have revised that so that it reads, “The kingdom of God is in your midst.” So, on a straight scholarship view here, there’s a Greek word for if Jesus was really teaching the kingdom of God is “within” you. He didn’t use that word. He used the word that said that the kingdom of God was “in their midst.” Which makes sense also in the context that He’s talking to the Pharisees who had rejected Christ and later killed Him, and He said that they were of their father, the devil. So, both ways, in the language as well as the context, it would seem not to mean “inside you.” I just want to throw that in. I forgot to put it in a couple of programs ago. Jose, go ahead. 

Silva: Well, Matthew says it very plainly, and Matthew was around; not the guys who came later to try to figure out what he thought He said. 

Ankerberg: I’m glad you brought that up, too, because William F. Albright, before he died, at Johns Hopkins University, said that every book of the New Testament was written by a baptized Jew between 45 and 75 AD. So legend couldn’t creep in. I’m glad you brought that up. Go ahead. 

Silva: So when he says, “Seek the kingdom of heaven that is within you and function within God’s righteousness,” to me it means, “Do not destroy God’s creation. Help God with creation, and everything else or natural law would back you up and everything else would be added unto you. What you ask for you shall receive.” And so forth. So, the Church is not teaching people to go to their inner kingdom. To correct any kind of problem here is seek the kingdom of heaven first. He is saying, “Later.” 

Ankerberg: Let me just find out exactly, though, what Jose is saying here. You are saying that Jesus said that we are to go into this alpha state, into this kingdom within us, and when we’re there, in this altered state of consciousness, with our guides, we’ll have psychic powers. And with those psychic powers all of these new powers that we haven’t had for all these years except for a small few—10% of the population—that what Jesus really wanted us to do was to correct the human situation by our doing this, by looking inside, finding that reservoir of psychic power there and correcting all the ills. 

Silva: Information. Getting information to do it with. 

Ankerberg: Okay. You’ve also said that we are to create it just like the Creator. In other words, we are to create even animate and inanimate matter. We can move it around just like God does in the universe; we do here on this earth’s plane. 

Silva: Yes. 

Ankerberg: I get the idea that you’re saying we’re to do it if it is to get done. You saying, “Jesus is not coming back, so we’ve got to do it. But He gave us the keys, He gave us the message. Look inside, find this power, you’ve got the power and you can make earth ‘paradise earth.’” 

Silva: You’ve got it right. You’ve got it right. 

Ankerberg: I’ve got it right. David, do you want to comment? Or John? 

Weldon: Yeah, I would like to comment on that. I think that Jesus Christ is coming back again, number one. He said in Matthew 24 that He would, and in many other places in Scripture. It’s very clear that Christ will return personally. 

And I think also that, again, if everybody had psychic powers, we’d have to that degree much more problems in the world. Because I think if power corrupts, supernatural power is going to corrupt that much more. I think that the issue here is not are we going to have to develop more psychic powers, or whatever, in order to solve the world’s problems. I don’t think that the world’s problems are going to be solved until God Himself returns. That does not absolve us of responsibility for godly or righteous living. 

But the issue is, when we seek God’s kingdom first and His righteousness, everything else is added unto us. 
Seeking God’s righteousness… justification is a theological term, and it means an imputation, an imparting of God’s righteousness to the believer. To seek God’s righteousness is to enter into a relationship, a right relationship with God, through Jesus Christ, whereby your sins are forgiven and the righteousness of Christ is credited to your account. When Jesus said, “Seek ye first God’s kingdom and His righteousness,” [Matt. 6:33] that is what He was talking about. He wasn’t talking about going into an inner psychic kingdom and developing psychic powers, or contacting spirit guides. He was talking about a right relationship with Himself whereby our sins could be forgiven and His righteousness is imputed to us. 

Ankerberg: Alright, let’s get down to something nitty-gritty, because, Dave, we were talking, and you told me you had had conversation with some of the folks that have come out of Silva Mind Control concerning this fact of the changed life. And then you can fill us in on that. 

Hunt: Well, I was speaking with someone this morning who mentioned that it seemed beautiful for a time; he did seem to solve some problems. But he began to see that he hadn’t changed his heart, that he just imposed a veneer on top of him that really hadn’t changed anything basic. But one of the things that bothered him the most, which somehow we haven’t quite gotten down to answering, and that is he was concerned about the source of this power. He said there was power, but when he began to read, for example, that Jesus says, “Many will say to me, ‘Lord, Lord, didn’t we prophesy in your name and in your name we cast out devils, in your name we did miracles,’ and Jesus said, “I will say, ‘I never knew you.’” [Matt. 7:22-23] Those are solemn words from the One who said, “I know my sheep and am known of mine.” [John 10:14] They were never His sheep! And you can’t just say, “Well, we’re going to do the works that Jesus did.” For example, another thing that bothered this young man was, he read in the Old Testament how when Moses and Aaron came to Egypt to deliver the children of Israel and they cast down their rod and it turned into a serpent, the magicians cast down their rod and it turned into a serpent. [Ex. 7:10-11] They seemingly could duplicate the miracles up to a certain point. But it was from an evil power, not from God. So he began to be concerned about the source of this power. 

Ankerberg: George or Jose? 

DeSau: You want me to resolve it in 30 seconds, John? I’ve been waiting, yes, for that kind of a resolution. I’m a little bemused. I’m still back at the “guilt and sin” statement, I think, as to what’s going on. I’m a bit concerned of the strong orientation toward the “psychic entities” statement. We haven’t really touched on the fact that the basic course material starts out with some very elementary and very powerful statements in terms of self-control, relaxation, internal kinds of controls. Habit control. And the idea of exercises will teach individuals to control themselves so that we’re really not in a position to say that the invasion of “entities and demons” is more likely to happen with Silva graduates than with not. My point would be that I think they have a world that’s rather well filled with what would be described, I suppose, as demonic possession, of non-Silva graduates. I would certainly say that I have never seen a Silva graduate turn to pure light. I would also say that I have never seen anyone else turn to pure light. But the idea of an individual who is a graduate saying that he is troubled by the fact that he hasn’t got enough control might be a statement that he really isn’t practicing what is going on. 

Ankerberg: Okay. David? 

Hunt: Well, he didn’t say that he had lost control. He seemed to be in control, but he was concerned about the source of this power that was doing tremendous things. But he recognized there was both an evil source and a good source. 

Ankerberg: Alright. There is a quote, George, that Jose Silva is using in his book. Let me give it to you and you can comment on it, okay? 

DeSau: Alright. 

Ankerberg: “Most people seek out Mind Control as a way to relax, to end insomnia, to find relief from headaches, or to learn to do things that cost great efforts of will such as stopping smoking, losing weight, improving memory, studying more effectively. This is what most of them come for.” Then he says, “But they learn much, much more. Once you become acquainted with the alpha dimension, and you find a complete set of sensing faculties, once you become acquainted with these sensing faculties and learn to use them, you will be using more of your mind in a special manner. You will actually operate psychically whenever you want to tap into the higher intelligence.” Now, those are quite a mouthful. Those are really solid claims. We’re asking for the fact of when you say that to students and they seem to be experiencing powers, they seem to be experiencing things in their life, do all of those things turn out right? 

DeSau: All of what things, John? I was so engrossed in your emphasis that I…. 

Ankerberg: Do any of those students not have any problems? 

DeSau: Certainly people have problems after they take Mind Control. 

Ankerberg: What kind of problems? 

DeSau: The kind of problems they had, maybe the very ones that they had before they took Mind Control until they use the techniques to start clearing it. It’s like any kind of a situation. If you don’t use the techniques, or the information or the knowledge that you have, then you’re going to continue in those problems. I daresay that the idea of using one’s own mind, the internal controls, to correct and to straighten out problems has been a very powerful one. It’s the individuals who do not have internal controls who are in real difficulty, as I perceive it. 

Ankerberg: David, Jose says, “If at your meditative level you try to tune in to some kind of intelligence that will assist in an evil design [if you try to get them to do evil, okay; a little “black magic” or “white magic] it will be as fruitless as trying to tune a radio to a station that does not exist.” And he says, “Thousands of people have smiled indulgently as I spoke of the utter impossibility of doing harm in alpha until they learned it for themselves.” What do you think about that statement? 

Hunt: Well, again, let me refer to another former teacher who claims—now, Jose can maybe refute this, if it’s not true—but he says that Jose conducted a special session for his instructors in Laredo, Texas, because some of them were using mind control to seduce women, with money and for sexual purposes and so forth, and they were told not to do this. 
Now, I give Jose credit for being against it; but it seems to me, from what he said, they were, in fact, using these techniques for a wrong purpose. And it’s also my understanding that in the advanced course, you are taught to confuse a person’s mind. Perhaps you would just ask for a cup of coffee and then you ask for salt and they think you ought to be asking for cream or sugar, and in that momentary space where they are a little bit confused, then you can implant a thought, such as “buy my product” or something. It seems to me that these techniques are designed to impose ourselves upon others. 

Ankerberg: Okay. Jose, feel free to speak to that. 

Silva: John, he’s talking about some of these instructors, young kids, you know, young people, handsome instructors, that take advantage of the class attendants, nice looking girls, and date them and so forth. This is the only area. They are not using this dimension to be able to contact and do whatever they please, you know. In other words, you cannot function at a spiritual dimension negatively. Now, when you get to the center of the brain frequency spectrum—this is where the connection to the right brain hemisphere is—and use both of them, you are spiritually inclined. You are more in God’s dimension, in the Holy Ghost dimension. I mean, you’re not tempted to do harm to anybody. 

Ankerberg: But you have to be in that dimension, otherwise those things happen. 

Silva: No. Beta, meaning you use the left brain hemisphere, is where all these horrible things are happening. 

Ankerberg: Yeah, but I’m saying that you, when you come out of it, you have to stay in that constant state of altered consciousness or the possibility of seducing women in the class happens. 

Silva: You are not going to be able to do it. Here’s what I’m saying; because if you have this kind of thought, you will be ejected out from the dimension automatically. God knows what He’s doing. And along with this, they seem to be afraid of more psychic power. I’m saying that if I use this power to solve problems, on the right track, if I do it the way Jesus said, “now the kingdom of heaven is now at hand—within reach for everybody—now you go teach a message,” preach His Word, His kingdom, keys, whatever, to be able to solve all kinds of problems. But you need to function at the inner kingdom to be able to solve those problems, meaning to be able to get information that you can use to solve problems. 

Ankerberg: Yeah. John, go ahead. Let John comment and then I’ll jump in here. 

Silva: One more point here. 

Ankerberg: Okay. 

Silva: He says that the more power you have, the more evil it is. I say if I’m solving problems, the more power I have to solve problems, the better it is. 

Weldon: I think again we’re dealing with more than just the human mind here. I think studies by parapsychologists have not documented the fact of a latent psychic capacity in humanity in general. I think the fact that the occult world and the occult literature, whenever you have genuine psychic abilities done, they are always associated with spiritistic power. And I think biblically and theologically in Acts 16 the slave girl with the spirit of divination, when the spirit was removed, her powers were removed, and that biblically, power from God is something that is given; it is not something that is innate. So I think that we’re dealing with more than the human mind here. And I think when you get into the psychic realm, you are in a realm of evil, potentially by definition, and that that evil acts strategically and personally. 

Let me give you an illustration. I have a friend whose best friend in high school got together and decided to do a mock séance. They didn’t believe in it, it was just for fun. 
This friend of mine, his best friend ended up tormented by spirits for two years. They encountered something very real. Whether or not you believe in the reality of the supernatural, spiritual world is irrelevant. They can see a go-ahead, a green light, a signal to go ahead and interact in the human realm if that opportunity is given to them. 

And I think the idea of inviting psychic advisors whom you know nothing about, that parallel spiritism to a great degree, is irresponsible. I think it is harming a great number of people, and I think with six million people who would have been through Silva Mind Control, with all the other guru groups and the occult revival in our country, I think it’s something that people need to be concerned about, and certainly to be warned against. 

Hunt: John, beyond this, even, I am concerned about something else that we don’t seem to be able to settle here, and we probably won’t settle a lot of things. George is bemused by my talk of guilt. I’m bemused by the idea—I’m not bemused, I’m horrified—by the idea that if I’ve committed murder, all I have to do is go into my alpha level to get rid of my guilt. David said when he committed adultery and murder, “Against thee and thee only have I sinned and done this evil in thy sight.” [Psa. 51:4] And we are not dealing with what God thinks about this and His demands of His holy justice and how that has to be satisfied. And you’re not going to do that through some mental state. 

Ankerberg: Jose? 

Silva: John, what’s wrong about a medical person, physician, surgeon, doing a psychic reading on a patient that he’s is going to do an exploratory to be prepared for what he’s going to find and be ready to take care of it? This is the kind of psychic power we’re talking about. He seems to turn around the other way…… 

Ankerberg: Okay. David, what could be wrong with the fact of having a psychic surgery actually done on you and it works? What’s wrong with that? 

Hunt: Well, Jose says “We get a lot of good results.” But there’s one result that overshadows all of the apparent good of healing bodies and so forth, and in my opinion that’s going to damn souls, because they have rejected the only solution. And all of this good that seems to be done is leading them away from the sacrifice of Christ for their sins upon the cross. They don’t need that anymore; all you need is alpha in your right brain. 

Ankerberg: Okay. We’re out of time this week. We’re coming back for questions and answers and I hope that you will stick with us.  
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Questions from the Audience
Ankerberg: Welcome. Tonight, we’re examining the Silva Mind Control technique, which more than six million people have taken in more than 71 countries around the world. And Silva claims that any person who will take their 48-hour course over about four days of time will develop psychic powers, clairvoyant powers; that you’ll be able to tap into higher intelligence; in an altered state of consciousness you will be able to invite counselors or psychic guides into your mind to help you with your problems. And in that altered state of consciousness, you’ll be able to tap into the minds of other men, alive or dead. Jose Silva claims that God sent Jesus to teach us all of this. And, tonight, in our series of programs we’re going to have questions from our audience. Let’s have our first question. 

Audience: My question is directed to Mr. Hunt. Mr. Silva talks about altering and creating reality. Now, I don’t like the point of inviting spirit guides into my mind to do that, but I wonder if a case could be partially made from the Word of God. For instance, Proverbs 23:7, “As he thinketh in his heart, so is he.” Can we possibly alter and create reality by thinking in our heart to that end? 

Hunt: Well, the Bible certainly isn’t teaching it there. That is generally quoted, “As a man thinketh in his heart, so is he,” which is a misquote. But you read it right. It says, “As he thinketh in his heart.” It’s not telling people they can change reality by changing their thinking. In fact, it’s a specific case in Proverbs 23. Solomon the king is writing to his son and he’s saying, “When I’m dead, and you’re head of state and you’re out there hobnobbing with other kings and rulers and so forth, and someone invites you to a feast and he says, ‘Eat up; we’ll be buddies; we’ll make a pact,’ you know, and so forth,” Solomon says, “If you are a man given to an appetite, you better put a knife to your throat. He says, ‘Yeah, let’s be buddies; that’s what he says with his lips, but his heart is not with you. As he thinks in his heart, so is he.” Rather than telling you that you can change reality by changing your thinking, he says, “You better be careful that you know what that person really is thinking in his heart, not just what he says with his lips.” 

Ankerberg: Another question. 

Audience: Mr. Silva, we’ve heard a lot tonight about guides and counselors, spirits’ control. I wonder if you could answer, from your point of view, what your definition is of the Holy Spirit and what His function is? 

Silva: My personal definition of the Holy Spirit. To me, it’s a dimension that we can create, a state of mind to enter it and make use of it for problem-solving situations. I don’t agree—personal concept, because my own Catholic officials have pulled my ears back a few times—that I cannot see that we have billions of people on this planet, and hopefully we have others in other solar systems and galaxies, that the so-called Holy Spirit would be there waiting for the proper time to jump into somebody and do something for them. I’ll say that God created a dimension that we can enter by arranging our state of mind, that we can use a dimension for problem-solving. Men shall be created by God to help ourselves solve problems on this planet. We were sent to the planet, not on a vacation, we were sent to do a work for God; help God with creation in thinking of His creatures. We seem to be functioning really as though we were functioning under a constant coffee break. We need to get busy and do our job. We didn’t come here to lie around, we came here to work. 

Ankerberg: Okay. John, do you want to comment concerning the Holy Spirit? 

Weldon: I think the issue of problem-solving has come up repeatedly and I’m concerned about the emphasis on pragmatism. The Romans were very efficient in their crucifixion. Just the fact that you are solving problems does not answer the question of whether or not an activity itself is right or pleasing to God, etc. I think when a person enters the psychic realm it’s like trying to play tennis with your side of the court under water. It’s impossible. You’re at a disadvantage, because man was not made to function in that realm, in that he is subject to entities who have his best disinterests at heart. I don’t doubt that there are things that seem to be good: Positive results can occur through the occult world or the psychic world, etc. That is something that many people have a testimony to. My question and my issue is, “What is the source of that goodness, or the alleged goodness? And is that source ultimately attempting to deceive people for a higher alternative; that is, leading them astray into a false theology, a false view of the world which will ultimately bring about a much more dangerous condition or situation?” 

Ankerberg: Jose? 

Silva: Information that comes from any source that you can use to solve problems has to come from God. 

Ankerberg: Dave, or John? 

Weldon: Most psychics claim their powers are from God, most mediums, most spiritists, etc. And yet God Himself in Deuteronomy 18:10-12 says, “There shall not be found among you anyone who makes his son or daughter pass through the fire [that related to human sacrifice], one who uses divination, one who practices witchcraft, or one who interprets omens or a sorcerer, or one who casts a spell or a medium or a spiritist or one who calls up the dead. For whoever does these things is detestable to the Lord.” God’s view on that is very clear: just because somebody claims to be doing the work of God does not necessarily make it so. You have to determine, “Is that person doing what God has said is right?” 

Ankerberg: Jose. 

Silva: “By their works they shall be known.” Did he solve a problem or not? 

Ankerberg: “By their fruits they shall be known.” [Matt. 7:16] 

Silva: Well, works also. 

Ankerberg: Okay. Get the quote right. 

Silva: Okay. Now, the thing of it is, though, by the end results that go for this end. Now, if you did solve a problem, and the problem is solved, what doubt do you have in mind then, if you solved a problem already? 
Ankerberg: But…. 

Hunt: Again, I have a problem with his problem. 

Silva: That’s complicated. 

Hunt: And his problem seems to focus around us: my problems, my feelings, my business world, my sex life, or whatever it is; how I’m going to solve my problems. But we’re leaving God out of this. And God says that the problem, the big problem on this earth, is sin in the human heart. There is evil within us, and you’re not going to solve it by getting into a state of mind. And Jesus Christ said, “I came not to call the righteous…” Jose’s going to make everybody righteous, and I’m afraid it’s going to be a self-righteousness that is like taking an aspirin when you need an appendix taken out. You need radical surgery. And it’s going to make them feel that they’ve solved their problem when they’ve missed the real problem. Jesus said, “I came not to call the righteous but sinners to repentance.” [Luke 5:32] And I don’t hear of any sin and any repentance, and you don’t have a Savior unless you’re a sinner. 

Ankerberg: Jose. 

Silva: I’ve said before, John, that we sin because of ignorance. We’re not using what God really gave us to think with and to be able to attract the right information that we can use to solve our problems, or everybody, anybody’s problems. Not just our problems; problems that plague humanity and the planet. And I’m saying that the source is God. I mean, they couldn’t come from any other source if it is going to correct problems for His creation. 

Ankerberg: Let me throw a verse in myself to everybody here, and that is that, concerning the fact of whether it comes from God or not, Jesus Himself, right in that passage where he’s talking about fruit also is talking about, “Beware of the false prophet.” [Matt. 7:15] And He said that there will be some that will say to me on that day, “Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in your name and in your name cast out demons and in your name perform many miracles? But Jesus said, ‘I will declare to them, I never knew you; depart from me you who practice lawlessness.’” [Matt. 7:22-23] And Jesus said the way we would know the difference, “Everyone who hears the words of mine and acts upon them may be compared to a wise man who built his house upon the rock” that we all tell the kids in Sunday School. “And the rains descended and the floods came and the winds blew and burst against the house and yet it did not fall, for it had been founded upon the rock.” Then in the contrast He says, “Everyone who hears these words of my and does not act upon them will be like a foolish man who built his house upon the sand,” and, of course, when the flood came, it fell. [Matt. 7:24-27] So it seems to me, Jose, that Jesus Himself is simply saying, “We can prophesy, we can do these great miracles, and yet not with God’s blessing upon it.” 

Silva: Now, how are we going to detect the difference, if you are solving problems regardless of what source you’re using? Who is there to be the authority to define the differences? 

Ankerberg: I think that God Himself answered that question for us by what Jesus Himself said. The ones who obey Him, those that are following what He says, that believe on Him, then He gives His stamp of authority. 

Silva: That’s us. Founding on a rock. That’s us. 

Ankerberg: Would you agree, John? David? 

Weldon: I would disagree with that, because they have a different Jesus. 

Silva: That’s your personal concept. 

Weldon: They have a different Jesus Christ; they have a different God… 

Silva: Oh, is there two of them? How or do you know? 

Weldon: They have a… No, there is only one Jesus Christ. 

Silva: Oh, I see. You said a “different one.” 

Weldon: Well, I mean that you have a different Jesus Christ. 

Silva: That’s what you say. 

Ankerberg: Before we get too far into saying things against each other, let’s base it on evidence. What’s the evidence that you’re saying that, and then give me the evidence on the other side, Jose. 

Weldon: Biblically, Jesus Christ is the Second Person of the godhead who took on human flesh. He is deity incarnate, undiminished deity and full humanity in one Person. He was not a “psychic” as it is defined in the psychics’ camp. He is God in the flesh. He came for one purpose and that was to die for the sin of the world so that anyone who believes on Him, which is what He said: “He who believes on me will have eternal life.” [John 3:18; John 6:47] And He said, “Truly, truly, I say unto you, if anyone believes on me he has eternal life.” [John 6:47] He came to die for our sin and that is the biblical Jesus Christ. 

Ankerberg: Now, I would say, Jose, let’s draw a line. Do you believe that or do you not believe that? Do you disagree or agree? 

Silva: I agree in part, you know, not in all that he said. He added many other things that don’t solve problems. 

Ankerberg: Okay, what don’t you agree with? 

Silva: I only agree with that part of the information that we can use to solve problems with. Now, we think we’re here to solve problems, not to create problems for God. We have been created in the image of God, meaning we can do on this planet what God is capable of doing in the whole universe. So we have that kind of, he calls it “psychic power,” we call it “mental power.” “Psychic” means “using your mind.” We use our mind for everything. You need to first have things happen in the world of the mind before they can be materialized. If they do not take place in the world of the mind, they will never happen in the world of physics. 

Hunt: Well, Jose says that Jesus is—and I’m reading from his Keys to the Kingdom on page 31, and it is throughout his book—“I believe that Rabbi Jesus, a highly evolved Son of God, was assigned to this planet to correct this error in human development.” He is not a highly evolved Son of God. That is a concept that comes out of the East. 
The gurus and the yogis are trying to “realize self.” They are men on their way to godhood. The Bible clearly says that Jesus is God, He is the Creator, nothing was made that was not made by Him. [John 1:3] He humbled Himself, Philippians 2, and came down to this earth and became a man specifically to die for our sins. 

And that’s another problem that I have: this matter of ignorance. I mean, maybe Jose never does this sort of thing, but maybe some Silva graduate here or whatever, the next time you’ve exceeded the speed limit on the freeway and you’re hauled before the judge, why don’t you say, “It was just ignorance,” you know? We have a saying in this country with lawyers, “Ignorance is no excuse of the law.” 

Silva: You’re right. 

Hunt: And why don’t you just say, “Well, look, you know, I’ve driven that freeway a hundred times and I never exceeded the speed limit. Surely my good deeds will outweigh my bad.” Or why don’t you say, “Scout’s honor, Judge, if you’ll let me off this time, I promise never to break the law again.” The judge says, “If you never break the law again, you’re only doing what the law demands.” You don’t get any brownie points for that. Now, what about the fact you already broke the law? There is a lack of guilt before a righteous God. And the Bible says, “The wages of sin is death” [Rom. 6:23] and Jesus paid that penalty for us. And that is where our redemption and our salvation come from. 

Ankerberg: Okay, Jose? 

Silva: He’s covered several subjects there. Which one do you want me to answer? I wanted to answer the first one. He changed on us three times. Let’s go back to the first one. 

Hunt: Well, Jose, you not only said Jesus was a highly evolved being, but you said one day you’re going to be more highly evolved than He is. 

Silva: I didn’t say this. Maybe we could be. But He says some “greater things than these ye shall do.” Now why did He say this? Was He God speaking then, when He added, “And greater than these ye shall do”? [John 14:12] Now, another thing is, He never said other than “My Father and I… my Father who sent me.” Now, who’s the Father then if God was here? You answer that one. 

Hunt: We have Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 

Silva: Here we go. 

Hunt: Three Persons who are One God. 

Silva: It’s all subjective. Your mind. 

Hunt: Well, the Bible tells me, Jose…. 

Ankerberg: Let’s get the evidence on the table before we decide. Dave, what’s your evidence? 

Hunt: Well, you have basically three concepts of God. You have polytheism, like the Greeks and the Romans and the Hindus, and so forth. The problem is, you’ve got diversity but you’ve got no unity. There’s nobody to bring this thing together. So you’ve got the gods stealing one another’s wives and having war and there’s no peace in heaven and there can’t be peace on earth. 
On the other end of the scale, you have a concept that God is a singular individual. That is, in Islam, Allah is a singular individual. He’s got unity, but he’s got no diversity. Before he created other human beings, he couldn’t experience love, fellowship, communion, he’s all alone. 
In the center of this, consistently, through the Old Testament and the New Testament, you have the concept of a plurality within the godhead, Elohim, the Hebrew word used all through the Old Testament. You cannot escape the plurality of the godhead, but you cannot escape the singularity. And Elohim, this plural noun, used a singular verb and a singular pronoun. So Elohim doesn’t say, “We are that we are,” He says, “I am that I am. Is there a god beside me? I know not any.” [Isa. 44:8] And the Bible explains it as “Father, Son, and Holy Spirit,” three Persons, One God, and you have both unity and diversity. God didn’t need to create us; He doesn’t need anything from us. The Father, Son, and Holy Spirit fellowshipped and communed and loved one another, and because God loves us, Jesus Christ became a man to die for our sins. 

Silva: I would like Dave to answer what I questioned him on. When Jesus said, “And greater than these ye shall do,” who is speaking, God or Jesus? 

Hunt: Jesus is speaking. And Jesus is God, but Jesus also became a man. He never ceased to be God; He will never cease to be man. He is the one and only unique Son of God. The New Testament uses that term about eight times, “The only begotten Son of God.” He is in a class by Himself that you and I will never be in. 

Silva: Okay. But why did He say, “And greater works than these ye shall do”? 

Hunt: Well, He told you why. 

Silva: Am I going to be greater than God, then, after a time? 

Hunt: No, He said, “Greater works than these shall ye do because I go to my Father,” [John 14:12] and He was going to…. 

Silva: Oh, there’s somebody higher than Him, then? 

Hunt: No, He was going to send the Holy Spirit. 

Silva: Here we go. 

Hunt: And Peter, on the Day of Pentecost did greater works than Jesus. Three thousand people believed in Jesus on the Day of Pentecost. You can’t do anything greater than raising the dead. Jesus raised the dead. You certainly haven’t done anything greater than Jesus in that respect. But the greatest thing—and that’s where I think we’re missing here—is bring people to know Christ as Savior and Lord so they will spend eternity with Him and not be lost. 

Ankerberg: Jose. 
Silva: One important point here, John, that I think we need to mention and bring into focus, is that if anything that Jesus did cannot be duplicated, it has no value for us today. Now, if anything Jesus did, said, we could do, it has value today. Because if He solved problems by doing certain things, He taught us what to do and we continue to solve problems, that has value. But doing it once in eternity and nobody can duplicate that, it has no value, because we’re not going to be able to use it to continue solving more problems, so what value does it have? Just to know that it was done once? 

Ankerberg: Okay, John. 

Weldon: How would you apply that to the death of Christ? That was only done once, it can’t be repeated, but Jesus said that that was to forgive the sin of the world. That certainly has value. 

Silva: Can you imagine what would have happened if He didn’t die? We’d all be Jewish today. 

Weldon: No, if He didn’t die, we would all have our sins unforgiven. 

Silva: Oh, boy, that’s your thought. 

Weldon: That’s what Jesus said. 

Silva: He would’ve stayed around to teach us how to take care of them. 

Ankerberg: Well, okay, let’s move on here. Another question. 

Audience: Jesus Christ came to solve the problems of mankind, and that is “sin.” Jesus came and died on the cross. How does the cross and the death solve your problems, Mr. Silva? 

Silva: I’m not saying that it does. I’m saying that the message He brought when He was alive helped to solve problems, and that is the keys to enter the kingdom of heaven is within you, and to function within God’s righteousness. And all the natural laws will back you up to give you everything to be added unto you, whatever your needs are. 

Ankerberg: Okay. Dave? 

Hunt: Now, you see, I’ve been researching this, as John has, around the world for a number of years. You not only have common phenomena, they do the same things, engage in the same things…. 

Ankerberg: Who does the same thing? 

Hunt: The mediums, the psychics, the gurus, the yogis, the voodoo priests and so forth. There’s a certain phenomenon that follows them that they… 

Ankerberg: Like what? 

Hunt: Like healings, clairvoyant powers, out-of-body experiences, and so forth; mind-over-matter experiences. But there is also a philosophy—and John has referred to this earlier—that, in my opinion, identifies irrefutably the powers who are behind this, and that is, as you just heard from Jose, a rejection of the redemptive work of Jesus Christ upon the cross, a claim that we have this power within us. In fact, I’m reading here again from the same book on page 15, “We do not need to turn to a supernatural power to solve our problems. We can solve our own problems.” And I think Jose is overlooking the major problem, and that is the evil in the human heart, the sin nature of man. And Christ Jesus specifically said, “I came not to call the righteous but sinners to repentance.” [Luke 5:32] And I don’t hear any repentance from Jose. I don’t hear any acknowledgment of any real guilt. It’s just something that’s a state of mind that you can get rid of by going into your alpha level. I don’t think that’s biblical. 

Ankerberg: Alright, Jose, a response from you? 
Silva: My repentance is within me. I don’t have to make it public to anybody. When I go to my level and pray to my high intelligence, my god, that I believe is Jesus, that’s good enough for me. I don’t care what he thinks. He doesn’t have to know what I do within myself, okay. 

Ankerberg: Final comment, Dave. 

Hunt: Well, I think Jose said it all. I’ll just let it rest there. 

Silva: One more point. 

Ankerberg: Well, we’ll pick it up next week because we’re out of time here and so we’re going to have more questions from the audience.
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Ankerberg: Welcome. We’re examining the Silva Mind Control technique. Six million people have gone through this course that claims that it will develop psychic powers, clairvoyant powers in any person that finishes this course. You’ll be able to tap into higher intelligence in the universe; you’ll function psychically, clairvoyantly. You’ll be taught how to invite counselors or psychic guides into your mind, and that Jesus was sent from God to teach us all of this. This is what we’re talking about. What is the evidence for these claims? We’re to the point in our program where we’re having questions from our audience, so our first question tonight. 

Audience: Mr. Silva, I’m a psychiatric nurse, and it’s very interesting to me what you all talk about, getting control of your mind. I’d like to ask what you do with the Bible verse where the Lord says in His Word, “Let this mind be in you which was also in Christ Jesus,” [Phil. 2:5] and let Him control our minds. 

Silva: Some of our students have Jesus as their counselors in their inner dimension. They selected Jesus and they are lucky that Jesus appeared for them, and they use Jesus as a consultant. So, nothing wrong here. I mean, especially if they are Christians, you know. You can imagine if Jesus appeared to an atheist, which has happened, too. 
Ankerberg: Jose, let me bring up here, do you remember a lady by the name of Johanna Michaelsen that took your course in Mexico City? 

Silva: She said she did. We have no record of that. 

Ankerberg: Okay. When she was on our program, she told us about the fact of when she invited her spirit guides into her life, she invited Jesus to be one of those spirit guides, and that the end result of her story was that after many years she felt that she had been deceived by this guide impersonating as Jesus. And there came a time in her life when those guides tried to kill her. And it was only the fact of counselors at L’Abri with Francis Schaeffer that helped her in coming to know the real Jesus, the Jesus who is Very God, the One who died on the cross, and the One who had power over all the other “guides” and all the other spirits that were afflicting her at that point. 

Now, what I’m saying here is that if you don’t know—and you claim that you don’t know who these guides are, and you don’t know what their source is—and that a student, as you have said in your book, can ask for a specific person in past history or up to date, they can request this person to be their counselor, their guide, but they don’t necessarily get that person. With all of that as background, how can you be so sure that when you ask for Jesus that this is not a demonic being that is there to deceive you? He could put on his “Jesus suit” to say “Here I am.” 

Silva: This woman, something is wrong with her mind. 

Ankerberg: What was wrong with her mind? 

Silva: I wish I knew. I could straighten it out for her, too. But she has the wrong concept. She starts with a negative mental attitude. And people who maintain a negative mental attitude are the ones who are creating problems. People who learn to maintain a positive mental attitude are the ones who solve problems, regardless of what religion they belong to or they believe in God or not. They still solve problems. Now, when you’re researching in the field of the mind, you need to research with a positive mental attitude. You can be the best scientist you can think of and use scientific terminology, scientific equipment, scientific means, and prove that it’s wrong. Use the same scientific means, same terminology, the same whatever equipment, if that scientist maintains a positive mental attitude, he gets different results completely. They are positive for problem solving. 

Ankerberg: Okay. 

Silva: So this is what we are saying, now. Scientists in the field of the mind find only what they expect to find. 

Ankerberg: Okay. Dave, you were on that program as well with Johanna Michaelsen. Talk to two areas. You’ve got “positive/negative” thinking which has also come into the Christian church. But the fact is, you were here with Johanna. Do you think there’s something wrong with her mind? 

Hunt: She seemed to be very articulate, very much in control, as they would say, of her thoughts, but which she had placed under the guidance of the Holy Spirit. I would say she is a very highly intelligent, articulate person. I don’t see anything wrong with her mind. 

Ankerberg: What about this positive mental thinking? 

Hunt: Well, I’m kind of a fanatic on that, because I don’t like those words, and I’ll tell you why. They are amoral terms. It sounds like electricity, you know. The real issue is, “Is it true or is it false? Is it biblical or is it not biblical?” And the idea that “positive” is always good and “negative” is always bad goes back to the Garden of Eden where God was very negative, if you want to use that terminology. He said, “There’s a tree in the middle of this garden, and if you eat of it, you’re dead.” 
[Gen 2:17] And Satan was very positive. He said, “Don’t worry about it. It’s okay. You’re not going to die. In fact, it will make a god out of you.” [Gen. 3:4] And Jesus was very negative, if you use that terminology, in Matthew 16 where He said, “I’m going to Jerusalem and they’re going to kill me.” And Peter was very positive. He said, “Lord, it’s okay. Don’t worry about it. You’ve got to have a bright outlook on life, be optimistic.” And Jesus said, “Get thee behind me, Satan!” [Matt. 16:21-23] The issue is, “Is it true or is it false? Is it from God or is it from Satan?” Not “Is it positive or negative.” I think that’s a smokescreen. 

Ankerberg: Okay, George. 

DeSau: I have a little difficulty again with David. And I think what I heard John say was that at what point now do we decide who is giving the proper message? As I heard John speak earlier, he was saying that one can be misled by positive acts, positive things happening, being misled by the Devil to essentially bolster the whole thing. If I follow that line of thinking, then I wouldn’t need to sit here and say, “Well, I really need to be a bit concerned about John and Dave because they are into the areas of good deeds and good works. And I’m wondering at this point whether the Devil is asking them to do that,” you see; that kind of rationale without the works. And I heard, you know, as I recall what Jesus said. It says, “By your works you will know them.” Do people get better when they do things? Then I’ve got to believe there is something in me that says I’ve got to believe this is of God and positive in that direction. I cannot exist, I don’t think, in a universe that says, “I’m always being deceived.” Is this the Devil because I’m doing good things? Are we now operating with the Devil? No, that line of thinking is a circular one. 

Ankerberg: Okay. I think that you’ve hit it right on the head, George, and the fact is that we better have some bedrock foundation in terms of knowing that we’re not being deceived, okay? 

DeSau: Right. 

Ankerberg: And, John, let me come to you. You better have some solid reasons why the works that you think are good, you’re not being deceived by the Devil and that your so-called “good works” are actually of the Devil himself, too. 

DeSau: Hurray! 

Weldon: I think it really all depends on the issue of authority and the Word of God. Is the Bible something that we can understand?
Is it something that God has spoken to us in that we can discern, in essence, a systematic theology from in terms of what does please God? What is a good work? What will be something that will bring honor to God or doesn’t? And when you have so many things that are very clearly laid out in Scripture in terms of what is good spiritually and what is bad spiritually, and the fact that Scripture itself teaches repeatedly that all of the good works in the world are not going to save a person from judgment and eternal punishment, that they must believe in Jesus Christ, the issue becomes one that is very, very crucial. 

Good deeds are good on a horizontal scale. God recognizes the good that men do. But in terms of a vertical scale, in terms of bringing merit before God, God Himself says, “Even our righteousness is filthy rags.” [Isa. 64:6] The issue is that we can’t be good enough in order to earn our way to heaven, and that’s why Christ had to die. 

And so the issue of fruit and what is ultimately a good deed is dependent upon God and what God tells us is a good deed. If it’s done from a right motive, from a loving motive, with the One true God in mind, then it is a good deed. If it’s done, even with a positive motive, but it’s done for a false God or for a false Deity or a demon or whatever, it’s not a good deed. It can be a guise for something that ultimately is spiritually evil. When Jesus said in Matthew 7, “You will know them by their fruits” [Matt. 7:16], He has just finished talking about, “Enter by the narrow gate, for the gate is wide and the way is broad that leads to destruction, and many are those who enter by it. For the gate is small and the way is narrow that leads to life and few are those that find it.” [Matt. 7:13-14] The natural response is, “Well, why is that so? Why is it that the way is broad to destruction and the way is narrow that leads to life?” He answers it in the very next verse. He says, “Beware of the false prophets who come to you in sheep’s clothing, but inwardly are ravenous wolves. You will know them by their fruits.” [Matt. 7:15-16] 

Evil by its nature seeks to imitate good, and so there has to be a discernment. The Devil doesn’t walk up to someone and say, “I am Lucifer; I want to damn your soul.” He comes as an angel of light; he comes with good deeds. So there has to be a number of areas, a number of levels, at which we answer this. What ultimately is a good deed? That depends on what God says is a good deed. 

Ankerberg: I think I better add, because I can see both of you jumping back and forth. I still don’t think we’ve defined “fruit,” okay? And let me just throw this in as a definition. When I’ve had the Mormons on my program, they will say that “by our fruit you will know that we are the ones telling the truth, that Joseph Smith is the prophet, etc. That we are the true church for God on earth.” When I’ve had the Jehovah’s Witnesses overseers, they will tell me, “By our fruits you will know us.” And the Mormons will call the Jehovah’s Witnesses a cult, and the Jehovah’s Witnesses will call the Mormons a cult. And both of them will talk about their fruit. The Mormons will say, “We’ve got 30,000 missionaries out there. Look at our fruit. We are the truth.” The Jehovah’s Witnesses will come back and say, “Well, if that’s fruit, let me show you. We’ve got a 100,000 missionaries going door to door, so we’re the truth.” 

I think we’ve got to define “fruit,” and I think the way you define fruit is what Jesus Himself said, namely, “How do you know the false prophet from the true prophet? Do they obey Me?” [Matt. 7:15-23] The fruit is not just works, doing things, but does their teaching jibe with what Jesus Himself taught, okay? Otherwise, He says, “The man who hears me but does not obey me, he’s the one that’s false.” [John 12:47-50] So I think that fruit has to be defined in terms of, does it jibe not only with the fact that you’re doing stuff—everybody’s doing something—but does that jibe with what Jesus Himself said.” Now, Jose, roll on. 
Silva: So we’re doing exactly what He said we should do. First… 

Ankerberg: Well, that’s the question. 

Silva: …the kingdom of heaven is within you and there, function within God’s righteousness and everything else will be added unto you. 

Ankerberg: I would agree that if that’s what Jesus said, then we ought to do it, but the question is, is that what Jesus said? 

Silva: That’s what we’re doing, but within ourselves. 

Ankerberg: It doesn’t say “within yourself.” 

Silva: He said, “Within you.” 

Ankerberg: He did not say, “Within you.” 

Silva: Oh, didn’t He say that? 

Ankerberg: No. That’s not what the verse says. 

Silva: Well, what does He… maybe I’m not right on that. 

Ankerberg: “Seek ye first the kingdom of God and His righteousness, and all these things shall be added unto you.” [Matt. 6:33] It doesn’t say “within you.” 

Silva: I’m quoting the Matthew’s. 

Ankerberg: I’m quoting any of the ones you’ve got there. 

Silva: I’m quoting Matthew’s. 

Ankerberg: That’s the one I’m quoting too. 

Silva: And it’s I think chapter 6. 

Hunt: Chapter 6. I can quote it for you verbatim. “But seek ye first the kingdom of God and His righteousness, and all these things shall be added unto you.” 

Silva: That’s what I said just now. 

Hunt: But the words “within you” are not there, Jose. That’s what he’s saying. 
Silva: Well, it says it in Matthew. Matthew says this, okay? Okay, let’s go on. Three more points, to get you thinking, okay? The first thing is, you mentioned something about the Garden of Eden, okay. Now, let’s say this. He said—we have heard this from so many sources—somebody said that somebody said that somebody said that God said to Adam not to eat from a certain tree, right? It was only Adam and Eve there. Who was the witness present that brought us the message that God had said that? Good question for you two. Now, another point…. 

Ankerberg: Well, let’s answer that one. We’ve got an answer for it. 

Weldon: Well, let me answer that one. 

Silva: Well, let me keep talking. I’ve got…. 

Hunt: I object to that. 

Silva: I’ve got two other points. 

Weldon: The first five books of the Bible were written by Moses, the Pentateuch, and that was under divine inspiration. Moses obviously wasn’t present, but God was, and God inspired what happened without error. 

Silva: Alright! You mean to tell me God cannot inspire us anymore? 

Weldon: There’s no need for God to inspire a written revelation. 

Silva: Oh, that’s what you say! We have tremendous needs right now. We have so many troubles right now, so much trouble. We need to solve too many problems. 

Hunt: God can inspire us, Jose, but out of your own mouth, let me read it again out of your own pen. 

Silva: You say what God can do and He cannot do today. 

Hunt: Okay, well, wait a minute. Let’s read it from Jose Silva, Keys to the Kingdom, page 15: “Christ came with the message that we were created to be able to solve our own problems and do not need to turn to a supernatural power to solve them for us.” That’s pretty clear. So you don’t need God, you don’t need to be inspired by God, you don’t need any help from Him. All you’ve got to do is go into your alpha level and look into yourself. 

Silva: What we need to do is use what God gave us to use to be able to solve those problems. God gave us two brain hemispheres. We use them both and you are able to do what God told you to do. We’re supposed to solve the problems and not bother God. We were not sent here to put God to work—“God, please do this. God, please do that. My mother’s got a problem” —I mean, we get to do, “God, don’t bother, I’ll take care of myself. I’ll do the work for you. That’s what I’m here for.” 

Ankerberg: Okay. Let’s get another question. 

Audience: Well, in the book of Judges in the last verse there’s a verse that tells about a time of great turmoil in the nation of Israel. And what the verse says is that in those days there was no king and everyone did what was right in their own eyes. [Judges 21:25] There was a statement made earlier that says that with all the interpretations of the Bible that are around now, that interpreting the Bible literally is arrogance. Then I heard Mr. Silva make the statement several times throughout the program that, “I’m speaking from my own personal concept.” I feel that the height of arrogance, and I wish you would respond to this, is not to speak out of the concepts of God and God’s Word, but to speak out of your own concepts, like the people of Israel that had no king did. 

Silva: Well, I don’t say that you have no king or whatever. I’m saying that I’m a product of God, too, like everybody has been. I was sent here by the same system, the same method for the same purpose, and that is to help God with creation, not otherwise. 
Now, when I’m talking about the Scripture, I’m saying that we are evidently wrongly interpreting the Scriptures, because we’re not going in the right direction. So what then of value has the interpretation been? We should change our interpretation, maybe, and then solve the tremendous problems we are faced with in every nation today, that we are in so much trouble that we don’t even know right now how we’re going to get out of them. 

Ankerberg: Okay, David. 

Hunt: The problem is not that we need a new interpretation. We need to obey, believe and obey what the Bible says. 

Silva: Your interpretation, you see? 

Hunt: No, what it says in plain English, Jose. 

Silva: Okay, just one more point. Now, how can you solve, or what can you do with your interpretation? How can you help us? You say I’ve got the wrong thing, now. What are you doing with yours to help humanity? 

Hunt: Well, Jose, for one thing, we’re leading people to realize that the real problem is in the human heart, that we are sinners, that Christ came to die for us to really deliver us from guilt and to give us a new life, eternal life. And you’re not offering that to anybody. 

Silva: Oh, no? We offer them techniques to solve problems! Now you’re like the psychiatrist: “It’s all in your mind.” We don’t tell him how to get it out of his mind. 

Hunt: I didn’t say it was in the mind, Jose. 

Silva: Well, mine is psychic, you know. 

Hunt: Guilt is more real than that. 

Silva: You start by mind…. 

Ankerberg: Let’s get one more question here before we go off the air. 

Audience: Throughout the ministry of Jesus, He was encouraging both His disciples and others to do one act repeated, and that was to pray. I haven’t heard a lot about praying tonight. In fact, He said we should pray and meditate without ceasing. [1 Thess. 5:17] And within the Scriptures it said on a couple of occasions that Jesus says, “Whatsoever you desire, believing that you have received it, it shall be done.”[Matt. 21:22; Mark 11:24] I would like Mr. Hunt and Mr. Silva to respond and to give us an interpretation of that Scripture, if they will. 
Silva: Go over it once again, please, the Scripture. 

Audience: “Whatsoever ye desire, pray, believing you have received it, and it shall be done.” [Mark 11:24] 

Hunt: Well, there are two possible interpretations of “believing” or “faith.” I’m afraid most people who call themselves Christians use prayer as a religious technique for getting their own way. They’re trying to believe that what they’re praying for will happen, but Jesus said, “Have faith in God.” [Mark 11:22] And I cannot “believe” that what I’m praying for will happen unless I know it’s God’s will, if my faith is in God, expecting Him to do it. But that’s what we’re leaving out of this whole thing. All we’re doing is going into our level and getting control and we become little gods who can direct our own lives, and that’s contrary to the Word of God. 

Ankerberg: Jose. 

Silva: Praying is psychic. Praying is the use of mind. Praying is done mentally. Mentally means psychically. So, we’re praying; we’re using psychic system to pray, to visualize—Dave Hunt doesn’t like the term—and imagine what’s to happen, and believe that you already have it and you shall receive it. “Pray, believing that you have received it, and you shall receive it,” as though in a past tense sense. Program it as though it has already taken place, in the world of the mind. For it to be able to happen in the world of physics, everything has to be done first in the world of the mind. If you did not conceive it in the world of the mind, you will never have it in the world of physics. 

Hunt: Now, Jose is speaking very confidently, and I like him as an individual and I know he’s very sincere. But he also admits that he may not be right. And I have a copy of the December, I guess, “Happy Holidays” it says, Volume 16, No. 12, 1985, December’s The Silva Method, it’s the official publication of Silva Mind Control International. There’s an article here that says, “How can I be sure I’ve got the right answer at level?” And when you read through it, the bottom line is, you can’t be sure. And it ends up with these words, “Keep practicing.” Now, I would hate to have on my hands the blood of six million people—and I’m sorry, Jose, I don’t want to insult you, but I feel I have to speak very earnestly—six million people to whom I have said, “You don’t need the blood of Jesus Christ, you don’t need the death of Jesus Christ, but all you need to do is go into your levels and there’s no greater problem than your personal problems.” I think you could be leading them astray, and you yourself admit you don’t know. I think you ought to be sure before you induct any more people into this system. 

Ankerberg: Jose. 

Silva: We’re saying, John, that in case one of our students gets a doubt, there’s a technique he can use to remove the doubt. If they cannot succeed, for whatever reason, they must after programming add at the very last, “May the best thing happen for everybody concerned.” Let God taken over. 

Ankerberg: Final word here, John. 

Weldon: When I into a similar technique as Silva Mind Control, a form of Eastern meditation, it was nice and it was fun for a while. But it did not really speak to me in terms of answering the deep questions: “Who am I?” “Why am I here?” “Where am I going when I die?” Ultimately it really didn’t answer the things that I was concerned with at an individual level. It did not solve my problems. It did not solve the issues that I felt were important in life. And it wasn’t until I received Christ that those questions were answered and that I’ve had the kind of peace and the joy that I’ve experienced since then. 

Ankerberg: Gentlemen, we thank all of you for being with us. And for you as an audience, as well as those of you that have listened and watched the last few weeks, for joining us. And we hope this will be helpful in answering some questions. 

RELATED FILE
SILVA MIND CONTROL 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/SILVA_MIND_CONTROL.doc
Dr. John Ankerberg
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Dr. John Ankerberg is founder and president of The John Ankerberg Show, the most-watched Christian worldview show in America. His television and radio programs are broadcast into 106 million American homes and are available in more than 200 nations in 12 languages. Author, co-author, or contributor of 158 books and study guides in 20 languages, his writings have sold more than 3 million copies and reach millions of readers each year online.
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Dr. John Weldon (born February 6, 1948) went to be with the Lord on August 30, 2014 following a long-time battle with cancer. John served for more than 20 years as a researcher for The John Ankerberg Show. 
During his tenure, he authored or coauthored more than 100 books, including the best-selling Facts On Series of books that has sold more than 2.5 million copies in 16 languages. His final book, published in July 2014 with Harvest House Publishers (coauthored with John Ankerberg), is especially fitting. 
How to Know You’re Going to Heaven offers a biblical and personal look at the way God has provided salvation through Jesus Christ (Acts 4:12) and the confidence the believer can have of eternity with Him in heaven (1 John 5:13). John’s life and work have touched countless others seeking to grow spiritually and better understand the Bible. His friends describe him as genuine, humble, and passionate to share the hope of eternal life with everyone he met. His work will continue through his many books, his online writings at The John Ankerberg Show website (JAshow.org), as well as through the many people John has personally influenced through his ministry.

