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Sola Fide and Do Christians need to forgive to be saved?
By Catholic apologist John Martignoni
One can follow John on Twitter here, and visit the Bible Christian Society here.
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Introduction

Below is a conversation that I have going on at my Facebook page - John Martignoni and the Bible Christian Society.  There is a gentleman, named Ed Grossman, who is a member of the group, who is not Catholic, and who has been stirring things up a bit lately on the page.  Not that stirring things up is necessarily a bad thing...it's not.  However, the complaint the Catholics have been making is that Ed likes to preach, but he doesn't like to listen or learn.  He is constantly putting erroneous things about Catholic belief out there, but he rarely, if ever, will respond to people's questions and comments and corrections in a direct and coherent manner.  He "knows" what the Catholic Church teaches and he is not going to change what he "knows" no matter how much evidence is presented to him that what he knows is wrong.

So, I decided to engage in a conversation with him about salvation.  Is it faith alone, or do works play a role in our salvation?  Below is the conversation from beginning up until today.  But, it's not just our conversation.  After my comments, I have put in some "Strategy" remarks to let you know why I am asking and saying what I do.  I hope you consider it worthwhile reading...and please pray for Ed...

Challenge/Response/Strategy

John Martignoni
Ed, I would like to start a conversation with you about faith and works. I wish to give you the opportunity to state fully and clearly what you believe and why you believe it. I will do the same. For this to be an orderly dialogue, we will take turns answering each other’s questions. My first question to you is: Do you have to forgive the sins of others in order to be saved? Yes or no? (Please answer with a yes or no and then feel free to expound on your answer.)

Strategy

Simple, direct, and to the point.  I want to hear what you have to say, and I will give you every opportunity to say it.  I will answer your questions, but I expect you to answer mine.  Here's my first question...it's a yes or no question (I love yes or no questions), and I ask that he answer with a yes or no, but I also give him the opportunity to expound on his answer. 

The reason I ask that particular question about forgiving others, is because it puts Sola Fide (faith alone) believers in a rather awkward position, as you will see.  If they say, "No, a person doesn't have to forgive the sins of others in order to be saved," then they are basically saying that you can be saved even though God has not forgiven your sins, because as Matthew 6:14-15 says, "If you do not forgive the sins of others, neither will your Father forgive your sins."  But that's a pretty ridiculous position to hold seeing as how the Bible tells us Jesus died on the Cross for the forgiveness of our sins.

But, if they say, "Yes, you have to forgive the sins of others in order to be saved," then Sola Fide goes right out the window, because forgiving the sins of others is a work.  Which means you have to do at least one work in order to be saved.  This is one of my favorite questions to ask Sola Fide believers.  I have never...NEVER...been given any kind of coherent answer to this question.

Ed Grossman

I would say the answer to that is no. It is ideal that we forgive and we are to forgive 70 x 7 which means we are not to keep count and to forgive every time it is asked of us. It is what a spiritual person will do. I know several Christians who have problems forgiving others and of course it will hinder their fellowship with God. 
When we walk in the flesh and not in the Spirit it is possible to do many wrong things and hold wrong attitudes. We know the bible says if we do not forgive, we will not be forgiven. I do not regard this to mean salvation. We are a work in progress, imperfect and flawed, and God is not finished with our sanctification. Before salvation we are in bondage to sin and self-rule. The only time we are free of this is upon hearing the word and conviction of the Spirit we can gain the freedom to choose God, otherwise we are held in bondage.

If we accept salvation we are transferred into Christ’s body, we have transferred our bondage from sin and self to Christ. We are not our own any longer we become bond slaves to Christ. (Luther wrote a good book on this, "Bondage of the Will"). As regards faith and works, we are saved by grace through faith not from ourselves the gift of God so no man may boast of his contribution to his own salvation. Salvation was settled at the cross in the person of Jesus Christ who by one sacrifice paid the believers sins past, present and future. We are transferred from death into the body of Christ by spiritual birth.

As a new creation God works in us to will and to do of his good pleasure. Ephesians 2:10 says there are works ordained for us to do. These works will be the result of salvation not to obtain salvation. My question to you, is the one with unforgiveness not saved at all? [In other words: What about the person who does not forgive - does this of itself make him saved or lost? Or can he be a Christian with unforgiveness problems?  We may have such diametrically opposing views that the discussion will not be profitable. What say you?

John Martignoni

"What about the person who does not forgive - does this of itself make him saved or lost? Or can he be a Christian with unforgiveness problems?"

Okay, first let me address the 2nd question above. A person can indeed be a Christian with “unforgiveness problems.” But, here’s the thing, just because a person is a Christian, doesn’t automatically mean they are saved. Catholics believe, just as the Bible says, that one becomes a member of the Body of Christ (a Christian) through Baptism (1 Cor 12:13; Gal 3:27). But, just because you have become a Christian doesn’t mean you will necessarily be saved. You can still separate yourself from Christ through sin.

And, in the case of one who doesn’t forgive, the passage from Matthew 6 is quite clear. If you do not forgive the sins of others, “Neither will your Father forgive your sins,” (Matt 6:15). So, unless you believe that a person can get into Heaven without having their sins forgiven, then a person who does not forgive the sins of others will not be saved.

In Matthew 18 we have the parable of the servant whose debts were forgiven by his master - he was saved! But, after having his debt cancelled, he failed to forgive another servant. So, was he still saved? Not at all. His master throws him in jail. “So also my heavenly Father will do to every one of you, if you do not forgive your brother from your heart,” (Matthew 18:23-35). Unless you think being “delivered over to the jailers” means being saved, then this servant’s unforgiveness towards his fellow servant led to one very unpleasant result.

So, forgiving the sins of others does not automatically save you, but it is one of the necessary responses we have to make to God's free gift of salvation, if we are to hold on to that salvation. Because if you do not forgive the sins of others, your sins are not forgiven, as the Bible clearly states. And if your sins are not forgiven, then you do not enter Heaven. “Nothing unclean will enter it [the New Jerusalem - Heaven],” (Rev 21:27).

Now, my question to you: You stated, “We know the bible says if we do not forgive, we will not be forgiven. I do not regard this to mean salvation.” You “do not regard this to mean salvation.” “You” don’t, but I do. The question is: What if you’re wrong and it is indeed referring to salvation? I mean, is your interpretation of that verse infallible? After all, forgiveness of sin and salvation are linked throughout Scripture. Jesus says His blood is poured out for the forgiveness of sins (Matt 26:28). Does that not have to do with salvation?

Luke 1:77, John the Baptist is described as giving “knowledge of salvation" to God’s people “in the forgiveness of their sins.” Forgiveness of sins is directly linked to salvation by the Bible, but you say that you do not regard forgiveness of sins to “mean salvation.” I really don’t understand where you’re getting that from. In Acts 26:18, Jesus says that one needs to receive forgiveness of sins in order to have “a place among those who are sanctified by faith in me.” No forgiveness, no place among the saved.

Ephesians 1:7, “In Him we have redemption through His blood, the forgiveness of our trespasses.” The forgiveness of trespasses is directly linked to redemption. Redemption has to do with salvation. I don’t understand where in the Bible you get that the forgiveness of sins is not linked to salvation?

Strategy

As I said, the question about whether we have to forgive sins in order to be saved puts folks in a bad spot.  Do you see what he did?  He stated that "he" does not "regard" Matthew 6:14-15 to be about salvation.  Really?!  
He just appointed himself arbiter of the meaning of Scripture.  Let's forget the fact that Scriptures over and over again link salvation to the forgiveness of sins, because Ed says there is no connection.  But, if we can be saved without having our sins forgiven, then Jesus died for nothing!  Not a very defensible position.

And remember to always keep Matthew 18:23-35 in reserve when you ask the question about forgiving the sins of others, because it fits like a glove with the Catholic, and common sense, interpretation of Matthew 6:14-15.  Matt 18 gives us an example, from the mouth of Jesus Himself, of how not forgiving others will result in you yourself not being forgiven, and how it results in you being "delivered" to the jailers.  I don't think that is a description of being saved.

All I did with my response was to take him to Scripture and keep taking him to Scripture.  Folks, as Catholics, we win when you go to Scripture...every time!  So, he now has several Scripture passages that he needs to explain.  If Matt 6:14-15 is not about salvation, then what is it about?  What does being delivered to the jailers in Matt 18 mean if it is not related to salvation?  How, in light of Matthew 18 and the other passages above, can you think that forgiveness of sin and salvation are not related?

Also, I introduced infallibility.  If you notice, everything he states, he essentially states in an infallible manner.  I'm willing to bet he will not claim infallibility, but he will most certainly act as if he is infallible.  He will never admit he could be wrong, even though he will admit he is fallible. 

So, will he directly answer my questions?  No way.  He can't.  At least, he can't and still maintain any kind of consistency in his belief system.

Ed Grossman

Well, John, you start off your response with an oxymoron that one can be a Christian and not saved which of course is impossible. One is born of the Spirit or one is not. You follow that by saying that baptism makes one a Christian which is untrue also. Water baptism doesn't make anyone a Christian, rather it is a command that those who have faith may get baptized, see the Eunuch and the believers at Cornelius" house. With your forgiveness scenario you make salvation contingent on man and his ability to forgive well enough rather than the sacrifice of Christ. The only way to be clean is the righteousness of Christ given to you and not your own self-righteousness, (the ability to forgive well for instance.) Jesus sacrifice for sin was complete and effective. Yours is not.

John Martignoni

Ed, with one exception, in everything you said in your response, you neither quoted nor referenced Scripture. And the one reference you did make - to the Ethiopian eunuch and Cornelius - didn't really fit with what Scripture actually says. Where does the Bible say about water baptism that it "is a command that those who have faith may get baptized"? Please give me book, chapter, and verse.

You state that it is an oxymoron to say that a person can be a Christian but not be saved. You provided no Scripture reference. Am I to believe you, or the Bible? And you did not respond to the Scripture verse I gave from Matthew 18 about the servant who was forgiven, and then after he failed to forgive another, he found himself not forgiven anymore and headed to prison. Which fits perfectly with the Catholic position and with chapter 6 of Matthew. I would be very interested in your explanation of that passage.

And let me ask you this: In John 15:1-6, it talks about Jesus being the vine. And it mentions that the vine has branches. Who are the branches of the vine which is Christ? Is that talking about Christians or non-Christians?

One last thing. You mentioned in a previous post Ephesians 2:8-9, and also Ephesians 2:10. In Ephesians 2:10 it mentions that God has prepared a set of works for us that we “should” walk in them. If we don’t do those works that God has prepared for us to do, are we still saved?

Strategy

He engaged in a good bit of what I call "Wave your hand" theology.  You wave your hand and whatever you say is magically true.  Forget about actually having to back up your argument with logic, or common sense, or even the Bible.  I'm just going to wave my hand...

"Water baptism doesn't make anyone Christian?"  Really?  He completely ignored the verses I put out there to support what I said about Baptism.  He doesn't counter my argument or tell me how I have wrongly interpreted this verse or that, he simply waves his hand and it is done. 

Notice what else he did.  He distorted Catholic belief.  Whether that was intentional, or simply out of ignorance, I can't say yet.  Look at what he said: "With your forgiveness scenario you make salvation contingent on man and his ability to forgive well enough rather than the sacrifice of Christ."  
How does the fact that we have to make a response to God's free gift of salvation by forgiving others as He has forgiven us in any way translate into salvation being contingent on man's ability to forgive rather than the sacrifice of Christ?  It doesn't.  Don't fall for it when folks do that.  Call them on it, as I will call Ed on it in future responses.

One last thing.  I brought up John 15:1-6 because I am going to show him, although he will not buy it, that Christians can indeed be cut off from Christ.  John 15:1-6 is another one of my favorite verses.  If puts Once Saved Always Saved folks into quite a bind, but it also blows a huge hole in Sola Fide.

Closing Comments

That's as far as we've gotten so far.  I should have more for you in next week's issue.  
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Introduction

Continuing to analyze the Facebook conversation that I have going with Ed Grossman on my Facebook page - John Martignoni and the Bible Christian Society.  Ed is a sola fide once saved always saved type of guy, and just cannot get his head around the fact that sin - at least according to the Bible - has consequences.  That, ultimately, is the problem with everything related to the dogma of sola fide - salvation by faith alone - sin has absolutely no consequences in sola fide, once saved always saved, theology.  All you have to do to be saved is to believe in Jesus in sola fide theology.  So, if I believe, I'm saved.  Once I'm saved, I can't be unsaved.  Which means, no amount of sin that I commit has any consequence for me.  And, if I don't believe, then I'm not saved.  Which also means that no amount of sin I commit has any consequence.  Since I don't believe, I'm already headed to Hell - it's my unbelief, not my sin, that is getting me sent to Hell.  So, either way, as a believer or unbeliever, sin has no consequence.  Does that fit with all the warnings in the Bible about avoiding sin?

I'll start with my last response to Ed and then give his latest response, followed by my reply to him and my analysis.  For a full recap of the conversation, you can look at the last newsletter here: http://www.biblechristiansociety.com/newsletter/400-do-christians-need-to-forgive-to-be-saved-apologetics-for-the-masses-311 before reading this newsletter. 
Challenge/Response/Strategy

John Martignoni

Ed, with one exception, in everything you said in your response, you neither quoted nor referenced Scripture. And the one reference you did make - to the Ethiopian eunuch and Cornelius - didn't really fit with what Scripture actually says. Where does the Bible say about water baptism that it "is a command that those who have faith may get baptized"? Please give me book, chapter, and verse.

You state that it is an oxymoron to say that a person can be a Christian but not be saved. You provided no Scripture reference. Am I to believe you, or the Bible? And you did not respond to the Scripture verse I gave from Matthew 18 about the servant who was forgiven, and then after he failed to forgive another, he found himself not forgiven anymore and headed to prison. Which fits perfectly with the Catholic position and with chapter 6 of Matthew. I would be very interested in your explanation of that passage.

And let me ask you this: In John 15:1-6, it talks about Jesus being the vine. And it mentions that the vine has branches. Who are the branches of the vine which is Christ? Is that talking about Christians or non-Christians?

One last thing. You mentioned in a previous post Ephesians 2:8-9, and also Ephesians 2:10. In Ephesians 2:10 it mentions that God has prepared a set of works for us that we “should” walk in them. If we don’t do those works that God has prepared for us to do, are we still saved?

Ed Grossman

In both the case of the Ethiopian and the believers at the home of Cornelius they received the Holy Spirit first. The eunuch says here is water, what hinders me from being baptized? Stephen says to him, If ye believe with all your heart ye may, belief being the prerequisite. Acts 10:47 we see the folks again receive the Holy Spirit first and then Peter says who can now forbid water baptism to these? So yes, these scriptures fit.

Matthew 18 is a simple passage that teaches us to forgive as God forgives, without measure, the passage is about forgiveness, not salvation. You agreed that a person can be a Christian with a forgiveness problem.

Parables typically have one main truth that it is teaching. John 15:1-6 is a parable about fruitfulness, fruit, more fruit and then much fruit. So one should not take a phrase from a parable and base a doctrine on one phrase and ignore the rest of scripture to do so. That is a way to make bad doctrine. In Ephesians 2:10 there are works ordained for us to do. if we don't do them we can turn to Hebrews 12 and find the discipline process for the sons that God loves and chastens until they have matured into holiness.

John Martignoni

Okay, Ed, let’s recap a few things.  In Matthew 6:14-15, Jesus tells us that if we do not forgive the sins of others, the Father will not forgive our sins.  You stated that you “do not regard this to mean salvation.”  So I showed you a passage, from Matthew 18:23-35, that reinforces what Matthew 6:14-15 says.  It speaks of a servant who owed a huge debt to his master, a debt so big that he could never repay it.  But, he begged the master for forgiveness and the master forgave him of his debt.  So the servant was free from debt.  He was forgiven.

Then, this forgiven servant did not forgive another servant who owed him a debt.  Were there any consequences for this lack of forgiveness and lack of mercy towards his fellow servant?  Yes, there were.  The debt that he previously owed was re-imposed and he was handed over to the jailers.

The closing verse of this story has Jesus telling us that our Heavenly Father will do the same to every one of us if we do not forgive our brother from our heart.  

You stated that Matthew 18 is “a simple passage that teaches us to forgive as God forgives, without measure,” and that the passage “is about forgiveness, not salvation.”  

So, in both passages - Matt 6:14-15 and Matt 18:23-35 - you believe that they are not about salvation.  I have a couple of problems with your private interpretation on that:

1) It does not fit with what is clearly stated in those 2 passages.  Matthew 6:14-15 clearly states that if you do not forgive the sins of others, then your sins will not be forgiven.  And Matthew 18:23-35 shows us that not forgiving the sins of others leads to punishment...you are handed over to the jailers.  

Question: Given your interpretation of those verses, exactly what is the punishment a person receives if they do not forgive others of their sins?  How is it they are handed over to the jailers?  

2) Your interpretation does not fit with the rest of Scripture which very clearly shows that forgiveness has everything to do with salvation.  As I mentioned previously, Luke 1:77 tells us that John the Baptist gave God’s people “knowledge of salvation,” and that was done “in the forgiveness of their sins.”  Forgiveness of sins = salvation.  Ephesians 1:7 says that “we have redemption through His blood, the forgiveness of our trespasses.”  The forgiveness of our trespasses (sins) = redemption.  If we are not redeemed, we are not saved.  

Questions: Did Jesus come for the forgiveness of our sins or not?  And is the forgiveness of our sins tied to our salvation or not?  Can we be saved if our sins are not forgiven?

Next, regarding John 15:1-6, you did not answer my question: “Who are the branches of the vine?  Are they Christians or non-Christians?  It’s an easy question with an easy answer.  You mention that the passage is about fruitfulness, and you are correct.  But, it is also about those that do not produce fruit.  What happens to them?  What does it mean when it says they are cut off from the vine and thrown into the fire to be burned?    

Strategy

Okay, the strategy here is fairly straightforward - essentially repeating the questions I have already asked him that he has failed to address, or he has addressed them, but in a very inadequate - and rather confused - manner.  First of all, if you look at his responses, he is completely ignoring the fact that in Matthew 18:23-35, there is a huge consequence for not forgiving someone of their debt (sins).  And in regard to Matthew 6:14-15, he seems to think that God not forgiving your sins is basically no big deal.  Apparently no consequences at all if God doesn't forgive your sins - "I do not regard this to mean salvation."

So, what I hope to do - with my citing of Ephesians 1:7 and Luke 1:77 - is to lead him to a point where he is saying that if God doesn't forgive your sins it is about salvation some of the time, but other times when God doesn't forgive your sins it isn't about salvation.  Which is a pretty bizarre thing to say, but that is essentially the corner he is backing himself into.  Which is why I want him to answer, directly, the question about getting into Heaven - being saved - if your sins are not forgiven.  And where in the Bible does it say that forgiveness is not related to salvation?

Then, I bring up John 15:1-6 again.  This is a passage that is pert near impossible for a sola fide once saved always saved person to make any sense out of, given their theology.  You notice I asked a very simple question: Are the branches of the vine (which is Christ), Christian or non-Christian?  He avoided it altogether.  When someone avoids such a simple and direct question, it's because they don't really have a good answer for it.  
So you ask it again, and again, and again - as long as they avoid it, you keep asking it.  And, once again, he avoids the consequences that are clearly mentioned in the passage.  In his theology, there can be no consequences for a Christian not producing good fruit.  But in John 15:1-6, there are consequences.  Unless, he wishes to say that the branches attached to the vine of Christ are not Christians, which would be a really ridiculous thing to try and claim.  We'll see what he does, but my bet is that the answers to my questions will be increasingly convoluted, if there are any answers at all. 

Remember, when you're having a conversation like this, do not let them drag you off into the weeds or down this or that rabbit trail with their responses.  You are not obligated to answer everything they have to say, especially when what they have to say is not addressing your questions and arguments.  Keep asking the unanswered questions.  And don't get into long drawn out explanations about this or that Catholic doctrine.  Make them defend their positions and their arguments.  Ask them, over and over: "Where does it say THAT in the Bible?" 

And, I have found it to be a good practice to make sure your questions get separated out from the rest of your verbiage.  It focuses attention on those questions for the other guy, and it makes it easier for you to go back and find all the questions you've asked that have, or more than likely, have not been answered.  
https://www.biblechristiansociety.com/newsletter/402-apologetics-for-the-masses-313
November 23, 2017

Introduction

Continuing to analyze the conversation I have going with Ed Grossman on my Facebook page - John Martignoni and the Bible Christian Society.  Ed is a sola fide once saved always saved type of guy, and just cannot get his head around the fact that sin - at least according to the Bible - has consequences.  That, ultimately, is the problem with everything related to the dogma of sola fide - salvation by faith alone - sin has absolutely no consequences in sola fide, once saved always saved, theology.  All you have to do to be saved is to believe in Jesus in sola fide theology.  So, if I believe, I'm saved.  Once I'm saved, I can't be unsaved.  Which means, no amount of sin that I commit has any consequence for me. 

And, if I don't believe, then I'm not saved.  Which also means that no amount of sin I commit has any consequence.  Since I don't believe, I'm already headed to Hell - it's my unbelief, not my sin, that is getting me sent to Hell.  So, either way, as a believer or unbeliever, sin has no consequence.  Does that fit with all the warnings in the Bible about avoiding sin?

Oh, one more thing about sola fide theology...love has nothing to do with your salvation.  I don't have to love God, or my fellow man, and I'm still saved, because it is faith, and faith alone, that results in my salvation.  Kind of a strange theology that says you can break the two greatest commandments and still be saved, don't ya think?

Anyway, I'll start with my last response to Ed and then give his reply to that, followed by my reply to him.  Then I will give his next response as a bit of a homework assignment.  How would you answer his response?  I'll have my reply to him in next week's newsletter, so that will give you a week to think about how you would respond to Ed.  No need to send me anything, this is just for you to think about what you would say if you were replying to Ed. 

Challenge/Response/Strategy

John Martignoni

Ed, let’s recap a couple of things: In Matthew 6:14-15, Jesus tells us that if we do not forgive the sins of others, the Father will not forgive our sins. You stated that you “do not regard this to mean salvation.” So I showed you a passage, from Matthew 18:23-35, that reinforces what Matthew 6:14-15 says. It speaks of a servant who owed a huge debt to his master, a debt so big that he could never repay it. But, he begged the master for forgiveness and the master forgave him of his debt. So the servant was free from debt. He was forgiven.

Then, this forgiven servant did not forgive another servant who owed him a debt. Were there any consequences for this lack of forgiveness and lack of mercy towards his fellow servant? Yes, there were. The debt that he previously owed was re-imposed and he was thrown in jail.

The closing verse of this story has Jesus telling us that our Heavenly Father will do the same to every one of us if we do not forgive our brother from our heart.

You stated that Matthew 18 is “a simple passage that teaches us to forgive as God forgives, without measure,” and that the passage “is about forgiveness, not salvation.”

So, in both passages - Matthew 6:14-15 and Matthew 18:23-35 - you believe that they are not about salvation. I have a couple of problems with your private interpretation on that:
1) It does not fit with what is clearly stated in those 2 passages. Matt 6:14-15 clearly states that if you do not forgive the sins of others, then your sins will not be forgiven. And Matt 18:23-35 shows us that not forgiving the sins of others leads to punishment...you are handed over to the jailers.

Question: Given your interpretation of those verses, exactly what is the punishment a person receives if they do not forgive others of their sins? How is it they are handed over to the jailers?

2) Your interpretation does not fit with the rest of Scripture which very clearly shows that forgiveness has everything to do with salvation. As I mentioned previously, Luke 1:77 tells us that John the Baptist gave God’s people “knowledge of salvation,” and that was done “in the forgiveness of their sins.” Forgiveness of sins = salvation. Ephesians 1:7 says that “we have redemption through His blood, the forgiveness of our trespasses.” The forgiveness of our trespasses = redemption. If we are not redeemed, we are not saved.

Questions: Did Jesus come for the forgiveness of our sins or not? And is the forgiveness of our sins tied to our salvation or not? Can we be saved if our sins are not forgiven?

Next, regarding John 15:1-6, you did not answer my question: “Who are the branches of the vine? Are they Christians or non-Christians? It’s an easy question with an easy answer. You mention that the passage is about fruitfulness, and you are correct. But, it is also about those that do not produce fruit. What happens to them? What does it mean when it says they are cut off from the vine and thrown into the fire to be burned?

My last question to you here is this: Are your interpretations - about none of these cited passages from John or Matthew being about salvation - are those interpretations infallible, or could you be wrong?

Ed Grossman

You did agree with me about the potential for a Christian to have a problem in the forgiveness area and still be a Christian. If a person does not forgive as he should we find God who disciplines and chastens every son who he receives so they may become mature adults. As to the John 15 scripture, one does not take a phrase from a verse that tells how vinedressers of old burned unproductive branches and then turn that phrase into a doctrine on whether people can lose salvation especially in light of other teachings which are clear such as John 10:28-29.

John Martignoni

Ed, your words are in quotes, with my responses following:

“You did agree with me about the potential for a Christian to have a problem in the forgiveness area and still be a Christian.”  

Yes, I did.  And there is the potential for a Christian to have a problem in the worshipping false gods area, and with the not honoring their father and mother area, and with the murder and rape and bearing false witness and stealing and coveting and adultery and taking the Lord’s name in vain areas and all sorts of other sinful areas.  And all of those sins - along with not forgiving others - could get Christians an eternity in Hell.   

“If a person does not forgive as he should we find God who disciplines and chastens every son who he receives so they may become mature adults.”  

Well, here’s the problem with what you’re saying: Matt 6:14-15 doesn’t say that if you don’t forgive the sins of others that the Father in Heaven will “chasten you so that you may become a mature adult.”  It says that if you don’t forgive the sins of others, the Father will not forgive your sins.  So, once again, I ask you: Can you get into Heaven if your sins are not forgiven?  Yes or no?  Did Jesus come for the forgiveness of our sins?  Yes or no?  Is the forgiveness of our sins tied to our salvation or not?  Yes or no?

“As to the John 15 scripture, one does not take a phrase from a verse that tells how vinedressers of old burned unproductive branches and then turn that phrase into a doctrine on whether people can lose salvation especially in light of other teachings which are clear such as John 10:28-29.”  

Do you really think Jesus was taking time at the Last Supper - right before His Passion and Crucifixion - to discuss the practices of “vinedressers of old”?  I mean...really?!  Jesus said He is the vine.  So, I ask you again: Who are the branches?!  Answer the question, Ed.  

I agree 100% with John 10:28-29 - no one can snatch one of the Lord’s sheep out of His hand.  However, nowhere does it say that a sheep cannot wander off voluntarily.  Nowhere does it say that one of Jesus’ sheep loses his free will to reject Christ and lose his salvation (see Hebrews 6:4-6; Matt 13:19-22; Matt 7:21; Gal 5:4; Rom 11:20-22; Matt 6:29-30; 1 Tim 5:8; and many more).  

Finally, I will ask once again: Are your interpretations of Scripture infallible?  Yes or no?

Strategy

Ed didn't have a lot to say this time around, but notice that he didn't really answer my questions, so I am going to keep asking them until I get answers.  Always, always repeat the questions that go unanswered.  Don't let them ignore your questions.  Now, he did mention my question about John 15, but his "answer" to that question is pretty ridiculous, as I point out to him. 

Ed Grossman

Stating that a Christian can spend eternity in hell is problematic in so many ways. John 10 28-9 clearly states that Christians have eternal life and no one can pluck them from the Fathers hand. Is Christ going to hell for eternity since the Christian dies and is resurrected into Christ? A person who is transformed into life in Christ goes to hell? If one does not forgive properly they may lose rewards.

Jesus told a lot of stories that made a point, even about vines. I am the vine, you are the branches. Your mistake with it is trying to take a parable that teaches about fruitfulness, fruit, more fruit and much fruit and dissecting phrases so you can apply it to another doctrine that the parable is not teaching about. It’s like the old preacher who did not like hair knots on women and then taking a verse that says He who is on top of the house shall "not come down" and then preach a sermon on "Knot come down."

You would like for the sheep to be able to walk away but it does not say that. In fact it says no one (including you) is able to take them from the Fathers hand. In Romans we see the concept that we are actually "slaves" of Christ. Another place says ye are not your own, you are bought with a price. Another that we are sealed for the day of redemption. Free will to some degree is an illusion. You are in bondage to sin and self to begin with. You have "free will" when you hear the gospel and are convicted of the Holy Spirit at that time only you are free to choose and you might have several opportunities throughout your life to do so. If one accepts the conviction of the Spirit they go into bondage to Christ. If they reject conviction they go right back into bondage to sin and self .Both my and your interpretations of the scriptures are based on what we have been taught, or studied for ourselves and believe to be true based on the leading and guidance of the Holy Spirit.

Sadly, neither of us are infallible.

Your Response?
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Introduction

Continuing the conversation I have been having with Ed Grossman on my Facebook page - John Martignoni and the Bible Christian Society.  I'll start with Ed's response to my last post, in its entirety, and then break it down and comment on it paragraph by paragraph.

Challenge/Response/Strategy

Ed Grossman

Stating that a Christian can spend eternity in hell is problematic in so many ways. John 10 28-9 clearly states that Christians have eternal life and no one can pluck them from the Fathers hand. Is Christ going to hell for eternity since the Christian dies and is resurrected into Christ? A person who is transformed into life in Christ goes to hell? If one does not forgive properly they may lose rewards.

Jesus told a lot of stories that made a point, even about vines. I am the vine, you are the branches Your mistake with it is trying to take a parable that teaches about fruitfulness, fruit, more fruit and much fruit and dissecting phrases so you can apply it to another doctrine that the parable is not teaching about. It’s like the old preacher who did not like hair knots on women and then taking a verse that says He who is on top of the house shall "not come down" and then preach a sermon on "Knot come down."

You would like for the sheep to be able to walk away but it does not say that. In fact it says no one (including you) is able to take them from the Fathers hand. In Romans we see the concept that we are actually "slaves" of Christ. Another place says ye are not your own, you are bought with a price. Another that we are sealed for the day of redemption. Free will to some degree is an illusion. You are in bondage to sin and self to begin with. You have "free will" when you hear the gospel and are convicted of the Holy Spirit at that time only you are free to choose and you might have several opportunities throughout your life to do so. If one accepts the conviction of the Spirit they go into bondage to Christ. If they reject conviction they go right back into bondage to sin and self. Both my and your interpretations of the scriptures are based on what we have been taught, or studied for ourselves and believe to be true based on the leading and guidance of the Holy Spirit.

Sadly, neither of us are infallible.

Ed Grossman

Stating that a Christian can spend eternity in hell is problematic in so many ways. John 10 28-9 clearly states that Christians have eternal life and no one can pluck them from the Fathers hand. Is Christ going to hell for eternity since the Christian dies and is resurrected into Christ? A person who is transformed into life in Christ goes to hell?

My Response

The Bible is full of passages that point to Christians being able to lose their salvation.  Romans 11:17-24 - the branches (the Gentile Christians) that have been grafted onto the olive tree (Jesus Christ) will be cut off just like the original branches (the Jews) if they do not continue in His kindness.  You can be cut off from Christ, at least, according to the Bible.  And we see this again in Galatians 5:2-4 - Paul is talking to Gentile Christians, and he tells them that if they receive circumcision, as the Judaizers were saying they had to, then “Christ will be of no advantage to you.”  And in verse 4 he says, “You are severed from Christ, you who would be justified by the law; you have fallen away from grace.”  According to you, Ed, one cannot fall away from grace once he has received it, one cannot be severed from Christ.  So, I’m confused...should I believe you, or the Bible?  There are a number of other passages just like those two: 2 Peter 2:20-21; Hebrews 6:4-6; 1 Timothy 5:8; and others.

Strategy

I am responding to what he is saying, but I am not responding directly to the questions he asked because they are nonsensical questions.  “Is Christ going to hell for eternity...?”  Really?  I never said such a thing or even implied it, so I’m not going to address it.  If you get asked a ridiculous question, you don’t have to answer it.  And please note, I keep asking him questions about the Bible.  "Should I believe you, Ed, or should I believe the Bible?"  Never let up on the pressure of making them defend their beliefs.  

Ed Grossman

If one does not forgive properly they may lose rewards.

My Response

This is oh so eye-opening!  Ed Grossman declares that when the Bible says that the Father will not forgive our sins - if we do not forgive the sins of others - then that means we “may lose rewards.”  But, of course, not having your sins forgiven has nothing at all to do with salvation, right?!   Where, exactly, Ed, does the Bible ever say that the Father not forgiving our sins means we “may” lose rewards?  Does it say that in Matthew 6?  Nope.  So you must be getting that from somewhere in the Bible since you go by the Bible alone, right?  And, exactly what kind of rewards will we be losing by not having our sins forgiven?   

Strategy

I separated this one sentence out from the rest of what he said because it is so far out of bounds from any kind of reasonable interpretation of Matthew 6:14-15 that it needs to be highlighted.  This is why personal interpretation of Scripture - without answering to any overarching authority - is so dangerous.  He just equated God not forgiving our sins NOT with a loss of salvation, but with a loss of rewards in Heaven after we’re saved.  Unbelievable!  Where, Ed, does the Bible ever say such a thing?  Quick answer: It doesn’t.  So Ed is in a bit of a bind here.

Ed Grossman

Jesus told a lot of stories that made a point, even about vines. I am the vine, you are the branches Your mistake with it is trying to take a parable that teaches about fruitfulness, fruit, more fruit and much fruit and dissecting phrases so you can apply it to another doctrine that the parable is not teaching about. It’s like the old preacher who did not like hair knots on women and then taking a verse that says He who is on top of the house shall "not come down" and then preach a sermon on "Knot come down."

My Response

Nice little story about the “old preacher,” Ed, but completely irrelevant.  Problem for you is that we’re talking about what Jesus said...about what the Word of God says...not about hair knots.  And you know what?  You’re doing your best to talk all around the implications of what Jesus is saying in John 15 about the vine and the branches, because you can’t face those implications head on, can you?  By the way, why do you think you know what I’m going to say about this passage even before I say it?  Could it be that you see the same obvious meaning in this passage that I see?    

Yes, Jesus is talking about fruitfulness...doing good works...on that you are correct.  But, He is also talking about those who are not fruitful, isn’t He?  Why are you avoiding that part of what He said?  What happens to those who were attached to the vine but who did not bear fruit?  What happened to them, Ed?  

Why is it so difficult for you to answer this very easy and very straightforward question?!  So, please, Ed, for the 4th or 5th time now, answer the question:

If Jesus is the vine, who are the branches?  Are they Christians or non-Christians?

Strategy

Keep asking the question, or questions, that the other guy will not answer.  Notice, he answered it partially - the “story” of the vine and the branches is about being fruitful.  Yes indeed.  But, he won’t go near the part about what happens to the branches that don’t bear fruit.  That’s why he absolutely refused to answer my question about the identity of the branches.  He can’t!  At least, he can’t and also maintain any kind of consistency in his theology.  This passage - John 15:1-6 - is one of the passages that non-Catholics have had the most trouble answering.  I’ve asked it many dozens of times, and never once have I received a coherent, logically consistent, and scripturally consistent answer. You need to ask folks the same questions.

Ed Grossman

You would like for the sheep to be able to walk away but it does not say that. In fact it says no one (including you) is able to take them from the Fathers hand. In Romans we see the concept that we are actually "slaves" of Christ. Another place says ye are not your own, you are bought with a price. Another that we are sealed for the day of redemption. Free will to some degree is an illusion. You are in bondage to sin and self to begin with. You have "free will" when you hear the gospel and are convicted of the Holy Spirit at that time only you are free to choose and you might have several opportunities throughout your life to do so. If one accepts the conviction of the Spirit they go into bondage to Christ. If they reject conviction they go right back into bondage to sin and self.

My Response

Another very eye-opening statement from you.  You only have free will when you “hear the gospel and are convicted of the Holy Spirit.”  Where does the Bible say such a thing?  And, “at that time only you are free to choose.”  Again, where does the Bible say this?  If you accept the conviction, then you lose your free will in bondage to Christ.  If you reject the conviction, you lose your free will to “sin and self.”  One more time: Where does the Bible ever say such a thing?

You keep saying a lot of things, Ed, that I cannot find anywhere in the Bible.  Can you give me book, chapter, and verse for these beliefs?  Also, I doubt you realize it, but you just made Christ the author of sin.  Christians - people who you will admit are Christians - still sin, Ed.  Yet, if they have no free will once they’ve accepted Christ, then that means Christ is making them sin.  Are you really willing to make Jesus Christ the author of sin?

Your theology is getting more and more convoluted, Ed.  

Strategy

The more you can get the other guy (or gal) to talk, the more they will say strange and crazy things.  The reason for that is they have never been made to think through all the implications of what they believe.  Their theology is only surface deep.  If you make them plunge down a little deeper, they start contradicting themselves and saying things that make no sense - either from a logical perspective or a scriptural perspective.  Keep asking questions!

Ed Grossman

Both my and your interpretations of the scriptures are based on what we have been taught, or studied for ourselves and believe to be true based on the leading and guidance of the Holy Spirit. Sadly, neither of us are infallible.

My Response

So, since you admit that your interpretations of Scripture are not infallible, will you admit that anything or everything you have said to me could be wrong?  

Strategy

This is actually the core of the discussion...of any discussion...because it goes to authority.  Who has the authority to interpret the Bible?  Why does Ed think his interpretation is better than mine, when his interpretation is just as fallible as my interpretation - at least, according to his theology.  Is there someone, anyone, who can give an authoritative interpretation of the Bible, or is it every man for himself?  But, will he overtly admit that he could be wrong?  Odds are against it.  
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Introduction

Continuing the conversation I have been having with Ed Grossman on my Facebook page - John Martignoni and the Bible Christian Society.  I'll start with Ed's response to my last post and then I'll give my reply to what he says. 

Challenge/Response/Strategy

Ed Grossman

I do not think the bible is full of passages that point to Christians being able to lose their salvation. The Romans 11 passage you mention is about those who have belief being grafted in to the tree and the root. Those with unbelief do not qualify to be attached to the tree. The Children of Israel could not enter the Promised Land either because of unbelief. All the unbelievers had to die off before God would let them cross the river. That does not mean they believe today, unbelieve the next day and are on to believing the following days.

There is a transformation of the believer into life and into union with God a new creation which we cannot undo willy nilly. There are many passages such as John 10:28-9 that says the believer’s life with God is eternal and they will never perish. Heb. 10:14 says For by one offering he has perfected forever those who are being sanctified. Another says He is able to save to the uttermost those who come to Him and the list goes on.

For instance what you quote in Galatians 5:2-4 says you can live by law or by grace and that it is possible to fall away from grace and totally live under law. Passages such as Hebrews 6: 4-6 are routinely misapplied. One must also read verse 9 as part of the context and we see the same thing when the passage in Hebrews 10:26-30 is misapplied and verse 39 is omitted from the context.

Because people sin does not make Christ the author. Our lifestyles change from one of a lifestyle of sinfulness and loving sin to a new lifestyle of righteousness and hating the sin that we do. When we walk in the Spirit we do not sin, when we allow ourselves to walk after the flesh then we will sin. Our destiny gets settle with our surrender to Christ. You are not your own you are bought with a price. Can we still sin? Yes when we walk after the flesh. That's why Paul called the Corinthians carnal Christians. They had not suffered in the flesh yet, enough to cease from sin.

John Martignoni

The first thing I will note, is that you still haven’t answered the question about the vine and the branches that I have asked several times so far.  Why is that, Ed?  So, I am asking you, once again, to answer the question:  

1) If Jesus is the vine, as it says in John 15:1-6, who are the branches? Are they Christians or non-Christians?  

It’s an easy question to answer, Ed, so please do take a shot at it.

Next, I have a few other questions for you.  You stated that you “Do not think” the Bible has passages that show Christians could lose their salvation. So, my next questions are:

2) Why should I care what you “think”? You might be willing to gamble your salvation on your fallible interpretation of the Bible, but why should I?

3) Since you are not infallible, could you be wrong about your interpretation of the Bible, and it having verses that point to Christians being able to lose their salvation?  

4) By what authority do you tell me that what you think is right, and what I think is wrong?

In a previous response, you stated the following: “Free will to some degree is an illusion....You have ‘free will’ when you hear the gospel and are convicted of the Holy Spirit at that time only you are free to choose...” Yet, you say in your last response that Christians can indeed sin.  Well, if we do not have free will, then that means God is in control of our wills.  And if we “sin” while God is in control of our wills, then yes it is indeed Christ who is responsible for those sins.  

5) So, which is it: Is free will an illusion or not?

Finally, Paul’s Letter to the Galatians is written to Christians.  These are the first four verses of Galatians 5, from the Revised Standard Version (a Protestant translation):

1 For freedom Christ has set us free; stand fast therefore, and do not submit again to a yoke of slavery.  2 Now I, Paul, say to you that if you receive circumcision, Christ will be of no advantage to you. 3 I testify again to every man who receives circumcision that he is bound to keep the whole law. 4 You are severed from Christ, you who would be justified by the law; you have fallen away from grace.

6) Why does Paul tell them not to submit “again” to a yoke of slavery, if, according to you, it is impossible for them to submit again to a yoke of slavery once they have accepted Christ?  Your beliefs make Paul’s words nonsensical.

7) Why is Paul telling these Christians that if they submit to being circumcised, Christ will be of “no advantage” to them?  How can it be said of Christians that Christ will be of “no advantage” to them if they cannot lose their salvation?

8) How can a Christian be “severed from Christ” and “fallen away from grace” if they can’t lose their salvation?  What does falling away from grace mean?

Strategy

If at first you don't succeed, try, try, again.  Ed has yet to answer a very simple question that I have asked him over and over and over again about the vine and the branches from John 15.  So, I am going to ask it again.  The reason he won't answer it is because no matter what his answer is, it will put him in a very difficult situation.  If he says the branches of the vine that is Christ are Christians, then he will have to admit that Christians can be cut off from the vine, which is in direct conflict with his belief of once saved always saved.  But, if he says the branches are non-Christians, then he is essentially claiming that non-Christians can be part of the vine which is Christ - which is an absolutely ridiculous thing to claim.  Which is why he won't answer.

Now, ordinarily, I would not give him 5 or 6 or 7 chances to answer a question.  It would be 3 strikes and you're out - conversation over.  But, the reason I am continuing this conversation is because I have an audience and I am using this conversation as a catechetical moment.  But if it was just a one-on-one conversation, I would try 3 times and, if he still avoided the question, I would tell him we're done until such time as he answers the question.  I highly recommend that being the tack you take in your conversations with non-Catholics.

The next point I make, which is actually the main point of any discussion between Catholic Christian and non-Catholic Christian, has to do with authority.  Who does Ed think he is that he, an admitted fallible human being, can tell me that I am wrong about anything?  If he's fallible, how can he be so sure that any interpretation of his, is accurate?  And, accurate enough that he would have me gamble my eternal salvation on his fallible interpretation?  And what authority does he think he has to be able to tell me that I am wrong about anything, but particularly about how I interpret the Bible?  It is the height of hypocrisy to say on the one hand, "No, I am not infallible," but then act as if you are indeed infallible when it comes to interpreting the Bible.  Hammer this point with anyone you get into a discussion with.  Come back to it time and again. 

Finally, I chose one thing that Ed said in his previous response, about Galatians, to comment on.  And the only reason I did that is because it drives home the point I was making previously about biblical passages that show one can indeed lose their salvation.  Please note that I did not respond to each and every thing that Ed mentioned.  He is not directly responding to what I say and to my questions, so I have no obligation to respond to all the extraneous fluff he is throwing out there.  I have seen too many email exchanges between Catholic and non-Catholic where the Catholic feels they have to respond to each and every sentence the non-Catholic throws out there.  Not only does that result in unnecessarily long emails, but it generally allows the non-Catholic to deviate from whatever points you are making and to obscure the fact that they are not answering your questions. 

So stick to the main points you are trying to make and force the conversation to go where you want it to go. If you can't guide the conversation into something that actually resembles an exchange of ideas - questions asked, questions answered; arguments made, arguments responded to - then, after 3 tries, just say, "Sorry, but until you actually attempt to answer my questions, there is no point in continuing."  
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Introduction

This is a continuation of my Facebook conversation with Ed Grossman that has been running through the last several issues.  Even though the conversation seemed to be going nowhere, there was a big breakthrough in this last response from Ed.  He talked himself into a minefield.  Ed's last response is below, with my reply below that.   

Challenge/Response/Strategy

Ed Grossman

In the first instance a Christian does "abide" in Christ. Anyone who does not "abide" in Christ is not a Christian. v. 7 if you abide in me and my words abide in you, ask what you desire and it will be done for you. (This means we will not be asking for the wrong stuff when we abide in Christ.) Casting out means a loss of fellowship, withering a loss of vitality, and burning a loss of reward.  The fire is figurative according to my bible notes. Your focus on salvation or loss thereof is in contradiction to what Jesus' main point of teaching here is all about. Those who abide in Christ produce fruit, more fruit and then much fruit.

As to question 4 and 3 on who is right about misapplication of the teaching the bible tells us that the Holy Spirit will lead us into all truth. This might mean we are at different places in our Christian walk but God is leading so we both get to the place of maturity in Christ.

As to the question 5; I believe that we have limited "Freewill" as did Martin Luther. Under conviction we have the ability to choose or reject Gods offer of grace. When we decide at that point it is either to be a slave of Christ as per Romans 6:22 or to go back into bondage to self-will and Satan. So there is limited freewill but not the kind of autonomy where we can get saved or unsaved every day or even several times in a given day. "For you are bought with a price and ye are not your own." We are also sealed for the day of redemption. Ephesians 1:13-14.

Then Galatians 5 does teach us we can as Christians live under a lesser way of life than grace to which we are called. Many Christians live their lives by a code or set of rules or by law instead of what they are called to which is grace. Those folks have fallen away from grace and choosing to live by law. They prefer a measurement system rather than living by the Spirit.

Finally in Galatians 5 Paul teaches that living under the Jewish system of laws and circumcision will not profit them since the one choosing such a system is a debtor to do the whole law, v.3 and has become estranged from Christ and have fallen from grace into the lesser principle of law and legalism.v.5 says righteousness comes by faith and circumcision (or Jewish law keeping) simply will not do. Chapter 4 of Galatians v. 28-31 tell us that the law/Hagar and her son have no inheritance with the free woman Grace/ Sarah. Cast out the bondwoman and her son for the son of the bondwoman shall not be heir with the son of the free woman. So brethren we are not children of the bondwoman but of the free. (Sarah and her son of promise Issac) We as Christians are v.1 children of the promise. We do not pick up the lesser principle of law and attempt to live our lives by it. Rather we are transformed by faith.

John Martignoni

Thank you for finally attempting to answer my questions...although I wish your answers were a little bit more direct.  But, I believe I can make do with what you have given me.  (By the way, for this part of our discussion, I am going to focus on just one of your answers - I might get back to the other answers at another point in time if necessary.)  

So, you finally admit that the branches of the vine that are mentioned in John 15, are indeed Christians.  Makes sense, right?  I mean, since the vine is Jesus Christ, and the branches are those that abide in Christ, it would be ridiculous to assert that non-believers could be connected to the vine of Christ and that they are abiding in Christ, wouldn’t it?  Of course it would!  Jesus even tells us that the branches are Christians, when He says to the Apostles, “You are the branches,” (verse 5).

Now, let’s look at what you said very carefully, because you have contradicted yourself, and the Bible, in a big way.  You stated, “Anyone who does not abide in Christ is not a Christian.”  In your theology that translates to someone who is not saved.  I agree with you 100% on that.  If a person does not abide in Christ, they are not saved.  The problem with your interpretation of this passage, though, Ed, is you seem to think that the branches that are “cast forth” from the vine - the ones that don’t bear fruit - merely “lose fellowship.”  And that when they “wither,” that means they just “lose vitality.”  And that being tossed into the fire and burned means they will simply suffer a “loss of reward.”  

Did the Holy Spirit guide you into that understanding?  Because if He did, then He guided you into contradiction and error.  By your own words, you agree that the branches of the vine, even the ones that are “cast forth” and wither and are burned, are Christians.  But, the Word of God is very clear that the branches that are “cast forth” are those who do “not abide” in Christ.  We see this very clearly in verse 6 of chapter 15: “If a man does not abide in me, he is cast forth as a branch...”   

So, on the one hand, you agree that the branches are Christians, and you contend that those Christians who do not produce fruit merely lose fellowship and vitality and certain undefined “rewards”.  But, on the other hand, the Word of God tells us that the branches that are cast forth are those who do “not abide” in Christ.  And you have stated that those who do not abide in Christ are not Christians, and are, therefore, not saved.  

Which means you are contradicting yourself and the Bible!  Again, the Bible tells us the branches that are cast forth are those who do not abide in Christ.  And, you state that those who do not abide in Christ are not Christians (i.e., not saved).  So, by your definition, the branches that are cast forth are not Christians, because they do not abide in Christ, and they are, therefore, not saved.  But, you also said that the branches that are cast forth are indeed Christians, and they can't lose their salvation, but instead of losing their salvation, merely lose fellowship - even though they no longer abide in Christ.

So which is it, Ed?  Are the branches that are cast forth Christians or non-Christians?  Are those branches that are cast forth because - as the Bible tells us - they do not abide in Christ, and therefore produce no fruit, saved or unsaved?  You can’t have it both ways.

Strategy

There was a whole lot in Ed's response that I could have gone after, but it wasn't necessary to do so, and probably won't be necessary to do so.  
There was a huge blunder in the very first part of his comments with what he said regarding John 15 and the vine and the branches.  If you are handed a gift like that, focus on it, and it alone, so you leave the other guy no opportunity to avoid digging their own grave even deeper.  If I had gone after him on John 15 and then also responded to what he said about limited free will, and about the Holy Spirit guiding us into all truth (So how is it we come up with different truths if we're all guided by the Holy Spirit?  And, if the Holy Spirit is guiding him into all truth, then why did he say he was not infallible?  I mean, if the Holy Spirit is guiding me, then I am infallible.), and then dove into his painfully twisted logic on Galatians 5, that would give him something else to respond to, and would allow him to avoid discussing the trap he was in regarding John 15 altogether. 

But, by responding to just that one point, I have focused the conversation in such a way that he either responds to it, or he comes off looking pretty bad - even in his own mind.  Now, I'm not saying he won't make some sort of argument to try and work his way out of the trap - he undoubtedly will.  But, he only has two directions to go: 1) He can backtrack and say something along the lines of: "Oh, I didn't mean to say such and such, what I meant was..." or 2) Say something even more bizarre and illogical and tighten the trap even more.  If he chooses #1, then he is back to the question of: "Are the branches Christian or non-Christian?  And he has no way to answer that now.  None.  If he chooses #2, then his struggle to come up with something that bears any semblance of sanity will actually be a seed being planted in his own mind, and hopefully his soul as well. 

I mean, think about it: He actually said that a branch being separated from Christ, and thrown into the fire to be burned, means a person suffered a loss of earthly fellowship and some sort of heavenly "rewards."  Really?!  Where does the Bible ever say that being cut off from Christ means you simply suffer a loss of "fellowship," and that being thrown into the fire and burned means you suffer a loss of heavenly "rewards."  And, what "rewards" are due any Christian?  I thought you couldn't earn "rewards" as a Christian - a reward is something you earn for something you've done.  Isn't Christ the One Who does all that needs be done, according to Ed's theology?

Here's the thing that I want to stress, though.  Ed is in a trap.  But, Ed is not in this trap that he is in because he personally made a blunder, or because I am a more skilled debater or more clever than him or anything of that sort.  Ed is in this trap because the theology underlying his arguments is inconsistent and illogical.  Because of his theology, he only ever had two choices in response to my line of questioning on John 15.  Either: a) Give no direct answer, or b) Give an answer that will ultimately show his theological foundation to be built on sand. 

So the "blunder" that Ed made was not a verbal blunder, or a blunder of personal logic, it was a theological blunder that he was forced to make by his beliefs.  No way around it.  John 15:1-6 absolutely destroys the arguments for Once Saved Always Saved (aka: the doctrine of eternal security).  That's why I love it so.  The only possible argument you can make to avoid the inevitable conclusion that Once Saved Always Saved is false, is to try and make the argument that the branches of the vine that were taken away and burned were never really Christian.  But that is a ridiculous argument because if they were never really Christian, then how did they become branches of the vine in the first place?

Do you remember the argument Ed initially tried to make to divert the thrust of my questions on John 15?  He said Jesus was just talking about the habits of first century vinedressers.  Really?!  At the Last Supper Jesus was discussing gardening?  Oh my.  That kind of response should give you a clue that this person is in serious trouble with this line of questioning.  They know something menacing this way approacheth, and there is the uncomfortable realization that they have not the necessary weapons with which to defend themselves.  So they try running down a different path - a path that goes nowhere.  But if you stay the course, and focus the argument, then either they will be entrapped by their own theology, or they will simply shut down the argument and refuse to engage.  Either way, you will have planted a seed...   
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Introduction

This is a continuation of my Facebook conversation with Ed Grossman that has been running through the last several issues and which is about to end.  There may be one more with Ed, I'll just have to wait and see how he responds to my latest comments.  The one benefit that has come from extending the conversation this long, has been that you were able to see how, the longer you let someone talk, the more they will contradict themselves, as Ed does over and over and over again. 

As I mentioned in the last newsletter, Ed has essentially talked himself into a corner.  I am going to start off with my previous comments, then Ed's response to those comments is below that, and my latest reply below that.  

Challenge/Response/Strategy

John Martignoni

Thank you for finally attempting to answer my questions...although I wish your answers were a little bit more direct.  But, I believe I can make do with what you have given me.  (By the way, for this part of our discussion, I am going to focus on just one of your answers - I might get back to the other answers at another point in time if necessary.)  

So, you finally admit that the branches of the vine that are mentioned in John 15, are indeed Christians.  Makes sense, right?  I mean, since the vine is Jesus Christ, and the branches are those that abide in Christ, it would be ridiculous to assert that non-believers could be connected to the vine of Christ and that they are abiding in Christ, wouldn’t it?  Of course it would!  Jesus even tells us that the branches are Christians, when He says to the Apostles, “You are the branches,” (verse 5).

Now, let’s look at what you said very carefully, because you have contradicted yourself, and the Bible, in a big way.  You stated, “Anyone who does not abide in Christ is not a Christian.”  In your theology that translates to someone who is not saved.  I agree with you 100% on that.  If a person does not abide in Christ, they are not saved.  The problem with your interpretation of this passage, though, Ed, is you seem to think that the branches that are “cast forth” from the vine - the ones that don’t bear fruit - merely “lose fellowship.”  And that when they “wither,” that means they just “lose vitality.”  And that being tossed into the fire and burned means they will simply suffer a “loss of reward.”  

Did the Holy Spirit guide you into that understanding?  Because if He did, then He guided you into contradiction and error.  By your own words, you agree that the branches of the vine, even the ones that are “cast forth” and wither and are burned, are Christians.  But, the Word of God is very clear that the branches that are “cast forth” are those who do “not abide” in Christ.  We see this very clearly in verse 6 of chapter 15: “If a man does not abide in me, he is cast forth as a branch...”   

So, on the one hand, you agree that the branches are Christians, and you contend that those Christians who do not produce fruit merely lose fellowship and vitality and certain undefined “rewards”.  But, on the other hand, the Word of God tells us that the branches that are cast forth are those who do “not abide” in Christ.  And you have stated that those who do not abide in Christ are not Christians, and are, therefore, not saved.  

Which means you are contradicting yourself and the Bible!  Again, the Bible tells us the branches that are cast forth are those who do not abide in Christ.  And, you state that those who do not abide in Christ are not Christians (i.e., not saved).  So, by your definition, the branches that are cast forth are not Christians, because they do not abide in Christ, and they are, therefore, not saved.  But, you also said that the branches that are cast forth are indeed Christians, and they can't lose their salvation, but instead of losing their salvation, merely lose fellowship - even though they no longer abide in Christ.

So which is it, Ed?  Are the branches that are cast forth Christians or non-Christians?  Are those branches that are cast forth because - as the Bible tells us - they do not abide in Christ, and therefore produce no fruit, saved or unsaved?  You can’t have it both ways.

Ed Grossman

I would of course have it both ways.  In the one instance it is patently obvious that those who don't abide in Christ were never Christians. They went out from us because they were not of us.  On the other hand there are actual Christians who do abide in Christ and end up losing fellowship and losing rewards at the Judgment seat of Christ.

In John 15:2 we see two types. According to the Bible Knowledge Commentary regarding the phrase "Every branch in me that does not bear fruit he cuts off. The phrase "in me" does not mean the same thing as Paul's words, "in Christ" Here it is part of a metaphor of the vine and seems to mean, "every person who professes to be a disciple (a branch) is not necessarily a true follower." A branch that bears no fruit is obviously dead. Therefore like Judas it is cut off."

And then on the other hand every branch that bears fruit he prunes. Christians bear fruit, more fruit and then much fruit. If you say the burned branches are Christians who lost salvation then it contradicts too many passages, John 3:16, 36 and John 5:24, 10:28-29; Romans 8:1, Hebrews 10:14 and so forth.

John Martignoni

Oh my goodness!  What a load of backtracking and doubletalk!  

The first thing I want to make clear is this:  I don’t give a rip what the Bible Knowledge Commentary has to say about John 15, or any other passage in the Bible for that matter!  Is the writer of the Bible Knowledge Commentary infallible?  Answer that for me please, Ed.  Is he infallible?  You seem to think he is.  You are quoting a mere man and acting as if he is speaking with the authority of God Himself, when he isn’t.  What authority does the Bible Knowledge Commentary have?  I’ll tell you - NONE!

Whoever wrote the Bible Knowledge Commentary is, quite frankly, pathetically ignorant when it comes to Scripture, as I will demonstrate below.  

Now, let’s review, shall we?  First, you claimed that John 15:1-6 was nothing more than Jesus talking about the habits of 1st century vinedressers - “As to the John 15 scripture, one does not take a phrase from a verse that tells how vinedressers of old burned unproductive branches...”

Then, you say that John 15:1-6 is not about salvation, but is about the fruitfulness of believers: “John 15:1-6 is a parable about fruitfulness, fruit, more fruit and then much fruit.”  

Now you’re saying that it is about salvation, or lack thereof for those that don’t abide in Christ - and end up "like Judas" - and that it is also about losing fellowship and “losing rewards at the Judgment seat of Christ.”  

Yet, you also make the claim that “...parables are teaching one main point not several which we can dissect to pieces.”

So, you’ve claimed that the parable is about one and only one thing.  That one thing is: How vinedressers of old burned unproductive branches.  No, wait...it’s about fruitfulness, fruit, more fruit, and then much fruit.  No, that’s not right, it’s about...losing fellowship and rewards.  No, that’s not right, either, it’s about...claiming to be disciples but not really being disciples and ending up being cut off like Judas.  So, which “one thing” is it about, Ed?  You’re talking in circles and do you want to know why?  Because you’re trying to twist Scripture to make it fit your beliefs, rather than making your beliefs fit Scripture.  

Next, you say that the “Bible Knowledge Commentary” says that the phrase “in Me” in John 15 does not mean the same thing as the phrase “in Christ.”  Sorry, Ed, but you know intuitively that the Bible Knowledge Commentary (BKC) is wrong, and I will prove it to you using your own words.  

Here’s what you said in the comments you made before this last response of yours: “In the first instance a Christian does 'abide' in Christ. Anyone who does not 'abide' in Christ is not a Christian. v.7 if you abide in me and my words abide in you, ask what you desire and it will be done for you. (This means we will not be asking for the wrong stuff when we abide in Christ.)"

In that quote you equated “abide in me” with “abide in Christ.”  Your words, Ed.  Were you wrong to say that?  After all, you contradicted what the Bible Knowledge Commentary said.  This is a very important point, Ed, so please answer: Were you wrong when you interpreted “abide in me” to mean the same thing as “abide in Christ”?  Yes or no?  

Think, Ed, about what a ridiculous assertion the BKC is making when it says “abide in Me” does not mean the same thing as “abide in Christ”.  When Jesus says, “abide in Me,” who is He talking about Ed?  He’s talking about Himself.  And Who is He?  Jesus Christ.  So, if “abide in Me,” doesn't mean "abide in Christ," then who is Jesus talking about when He says, "Me"?  Fact is, they do indeed mean the same thing.  Either that, or Jesus is not referring to Himself when He says “Me”.  But who else would He be referring to, Ed?

Let’s examine every place that John 15:1-6 uses the phrase “abide in me” to see if the BKC’s interpretation makes any sense whatsoever:

John 15:4, “Abide in Me, and I in you.  As the branch cannot bear fruit by itself, unless it abides in the vine, neither can you, unless you abide in Me.”  So, how exactly does the phrase “in Me,” mean - “"every person who professes to be a disciple (a branch) is not necessarily a true follower”?  

John 15:5, “I am the vine, you are the branches.  He who abides in Me, and I in him, he it is that bears much fruit, for apart from Me you can do nothing.”  So, where exactly does it say that “abide in Me” doesn’t mean the same thing as “abide in Christ”?  Those who “abide in Me” are the ones who produce much fruit.  And you yourself have said those folks are Christian.  So, how can “abide in Me” not be the same thing as “abide in Christ”?  

Ed, really?!  I mean really, really think about this, and pray about it.  You have got to know that what the Bible Knowledge Commentary is saying here is a load of crap!  Why are you buying what it’s selling?  I’ll tell you why: Because you don’t want to even consider the possibility that you could be wrong. You refuse to open yourself up to the Holy Spirit.  And so you’re grasping at straws, no matter how ridiculous they are, and no matter how much they twist the very plain meaning of Scripture, in an effort to try and hang on to the anti-biblical dogma of once saved always saved.  

Ed, think about this: You told me in your previous comments, that the branches that were cut off were Christians who didn’t produce fruit, and that the act of being cut off simply meant they were losing fellowship and “losing rewards at the Judgment seat of Christ.”  No loss of salvation, though.  Now, in these last comments, you’re quoting the BKC which says that the branches that are cut off are those that profess to be disciples but they are “not necessarily true followers,” and they are “obviously dead,” so they get cut off “like Judas.”  
Well, unless you want to claim that Judas was saved and that his betrayal of Christ merely cost him some unnamed rewards in Heaven, then you are contradicting yourself...again!  

Let’s review a few of your contradictions:

1) This “parable” has only one meaning.  This parable has more than one meaning.

2) This parable is not about salvation.  This parable is about salvation.

3) This parable is about the habits of 1st century vinedressers.  This parable is about fruitfulness. This parable is about losing fellowship and losing rewards at the Judgment seat of Christ.  This parable is about losing salvation like Judas.

4) The phrase “in Me” is the same thing as the phrase “in Christ.”  The phrase “in Me” is not the same thing as “in Christ”.  

5) To be “cut off” means you’re saved, but you simply lose fellowship. To be “cut off” means you are dead (unsaved) and are cut off in the same manner as Judas.

6) Those that do not abide in Christ are not Christians and not saved.  Those that do not abide in Christ are Christians and are saved, they merely lose fellowship.

I could go on and on, Ed, but unless you hit your knees, and ask God to show you the truth regarding His Word, then it’s not going to do any good.  

So, no, you can’t have it both ways, Ed, no matter how much you would like to.  The Word of God says that the branches it is talking about as being cut off, are those that do not abide in Christ.  They are disciples that do not bear fruit, as you have already admitted.  But, you say at first that those who do not abide in Christ are not really Christians and are not saved.  But then you say that these disciples in John 15:6 who do not abide in Christ are really Christians and simply suffer loss of fellowship and loss of rewards.  But then you say that those that do not abide in Christ are truly dead and are cut off and suffer the same fate as Judas.

Ed, I ask you to truly consider how confusing, contradictory, and illogical your statements are.  And that they are so, because the beliefs you are trying to justify cannot be justified, at least, not with the Bible.  

One last thing: I also have to ask you to consider how much you have to add to this one little passage to make it say what you want it to say.  Being "cut off" from Christ, the vine, simply means losing fellowship.  Where does the passage say that?  It doesn't.  Where does the Bible ever say that?  Being cut off from Christ merely means losing some unnamed rewards at the Judgment seat of Christ.  Where does the passage say that?  It doesn't.  Where does the Bible ever say that?  Being burned in fire merely means a loss of reward.  Remember what Revelation says about adding to the words of this book...

Strategy

Essentially, as I mentioned above, the strategy here has simply been to let Ed talk, because the more he talked the more it became painfully obvious as to how badly he has been contradicting himself, and the Bible. 

As I stated in the "Strategy" section of the last newsletter, pretty much the only option that was left to Ed  "to avoid the inevitable conclusion that Once Saved Always Saved is false, is to try and make the argument that the branches of the vine that were taken away and burned were never really Christian."  Which is exactly what he did.

But, as I said in the last newsletter, that is a ridiculous argument because if they were never really Christian, then how did they become branches of the vine in the first place?  And why does Jesus call them "mine"?  Does Jesus call non-believers "Mine"?  And, if they are His, how then can they be taken away from Him?  I mean, Ed claims that once you are a Christian you can never be taken from Christ.  So, it is simply one contradiction after another.

Here is the problem that Ed is having: Protestant theology might seem to be systematic and consistent with itself and with Scripture when you confine your gaze to just one part of it or another, but when you put the whole thing together, it will contradict itself, and the Bible, over and over again.  It is most definitely not systematic across the board.  Which is why Once Saved Always Saved simply will not fit into John 15:1-6.  It's like trying to fit a size 12 foot into a size 2 shoe...you just can't do it no matter how much you try.
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