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Steve Skojec is the Founding Publisher of OnePeterFive.com. He received his BA in Communications and Theology from Franciscan University of Steubenville in 2001. His commentary has appeared in The New York Times, USA Today, The Washington Post, The Washington Times, Crisis Magazine, EWTN, Huffington Post Live, The Fox News Channel, Foreign Policy, and the BBC. Steve and his wife Jamie have eight children. You can find more of his writing at his Substack, The Skojec File. 
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Eric Sammons is the Executive Director of Crisis Publications. He is the author of eight books, including Deadly Indifference: How the Church Lost Her Mission and How We Can Reclaim It.

	Subject: 
	I just need a few seconds, Michael

	Date: 
	Tue, 27 Jul 2021 01:44:12 +0300

	From: 
	Steve Skojec <steve@steveskojec.com>

	Reply-To: 
	Steve Skojec <steve@steveskojec.com>

	To: 
	Michael <michaelprabhu@ephesians-511.net>


Dear Michael,
OK, here's the deal: you're only going to get an email like this from me just this once. I'm writing to you because at some point over the past seven years you signed up for something related to my personal writing, or the website I founded, OnePeterFive.com. 

So there's a pretty good chance you know who I am and what I do.

You may have seen the announcement today that I'm stepping down as the Executive Director and Publisher of 1P5, which is being taken over by Eric Sammons at Crisis Publications. 

In light of that, I'm writing today to ask if you'd like to stay on my personal mailing list. Why? 
Before I became a well-known commentator on Catholic news, I was just a guy who liked to write. I grew up dreaming of becoming a novelist. I worked in corporate communications and PR. I liked books and movies and sci-fi and travel and food and culture and art and all the things that make life worth living. 
If you're interested in any of that stuff, or you just like my writing (even when it has nothing to do with religion), you may want to stick around.

I am working on some new projects you may or may not have heard about, including my brand-fancy-new Substack newsletter, The Skojec File (which you should absolutely check out and sign up for right now if you like discussing existential questions and the mysteries of life and other thought-provoking things.) 

I am also working on a new podcast, The Steve Skojec Show, which will be a somewhat eclectic look at a range of topics that are of interest, with a range of fascinating guests. I hope to have more information about when that'll launch some time soon.

If you would like to be informed very occasionally about developments in these and other projects, just do absolutely nothing, and you’ll stay right here on this list. And every once in a while, I’ll shoot you an email. Maybe you’ll even find it interesting. 

If you don’t want to hear from me again about these things, please just hit the button below to opt out, and you’ll be removed from the list. 

That’s it. Thanks for your time!

Best, 

Steve
It’s Time to Pass the Torch
https://onepeterfive.com/its-time-to-pass-the-torch/ 
July 26, 2021

For the past couple of years, many readers and friends have expressed their concern, telling me, “You need to take a long break from all of this.” And by “all of this,” they meant covering the crisis in the Church. It was hurting me, and they could see it.
My response was always, “I know. I’m working on it, but I’m just not there yet.”

Today, I’m finally there.
Over the past seven years since I founded 1P5 with the idea of tackling the crisis in the Church head on by equipping Catholics with the requisite knowledge to weather the storm, it has been the dominant focus in my life. While it’s true that I’ve put countless hours of work in, writing nearly 1200 articles and producing nearly 80 podcasts and other videos, along with managing the excellent content from our many talented contributors, my family are the unsung heroes of this enterprise. They have sacrificed a great deal so I could do this. They weathered the lean times when I wasn’t making any money and we almost lost everything. So often when they needed my time, I was here at my desk working. There seemed to always be a breaking story or a technical issue or some new emerging crisis to tackle. My habits changed. I stop giving baths to my little ones and reading them bedtime stories. I showed up late for countless dinners. Sometimes I’d hit my office at 7AM and emerge 12 hours later, only to keep checking my phone on developments concerning things we’d published. I’ve never been great at striking a balance.

The events of the past year have shown me that my priorities needed to be adjusted. Among other things, the unexpected conception and birth of our eighth child, nearly six years after our last one, drove this home. It’s impossible to hold my newborn son and not see it: my family needs to come first again. My relationships with my wife and children, which have been too long neglected, will come first again. My spiritual wounds, too, need attention: time to heal, away from the ugliness of the infiltration in the Church that seem to always re-open or deepen them.  I realized upon the release of Traditionis Custodes that despite my deep frustration and resentment over much that has transpired, the emotional investment I have in these topics still runs deep, and it comes at a steep cost.

I’ve written here and elsewhere about the way the crisis in the Church has had an impact on my faith, and how I am spending a lot of my time wrestling with questions about things I once took for granted. It’s a deeply personal struggle, and one I didn’t ask for, but we don’t always have a say in such things. Regardless of how or why, it has diminished my effectiveness as someone whose job it is to operate and write for a publication like this. The longer I keep going, the more lasting damage it does. My role demands a level of passion and confidence I can no longer deliver, so it’s time to pass the torch.

As 1P5 begins its 8th year online on August 1st, it will continue under new management. I am handing over the reins to the good folks at Crisis Publications, under the leadership of my friend and colleague, Eric Sammons. Truth be told, when I saw that Eric was hired as Editor-in-Chief of Crisis Publications’ flagship magazine Crisis Magazine earlier this year, I was happy for him, but personally disappointed. First, because I knew Eric would probably no longer have time to write for 1P5, which he has done almost since the beginning—and he’s one of our best. Second, because I knew that Eric is the one guy I would choose to trust with the future of 1P5, and it seemed that was now off the table. Of everyone I’ve worked with over the years, I think he understands best my desire to strike a balance between an honest critique of the modern Church, a strong defense of tradition, and the need to welcome and educate—not alienate—those who have become attracted to traditional Catholicism during this pontificate. That was always what I hoped that 1P5 could be—a bridge between average Catholics doing their best and the beauty of the ancient, perennial faith that they had yet to discover. 
So when Eric became Executive Director of Crisis Publications and approached me about a possible acquisition earlier this year, I knew that the time had come, that the fit was right, and that I would be leaving the publication in good hands.

I’m not going to pretend this transition is easy. But I’m a writer. It’s what I’ve always been, and I won’t stop now just because this chapter in my life is ending. I will continue writing at my Substack, The Skojec File, even after my work here comes to an end, and probably make some cameos at various publications (including this one) as time permits. I have plans to start a new podcast soon as well, once the transitions I’m making this summer are squared away. For those of you who would like to join me for the journey, I’d love to have you. I’ll be writing more broadly, as I explore big questions and interesting themes not necessarily just within the politics of the Church, but in human nature and culture and existence itself. So far, it’s proven to be a more unfiltered approach to the topics I’m most interested in, and it’s made me enjoy writing again.

I can’t thank you all enough for making 1P5 such a huge success. My special thanks go to all of our financial supporters over the years, who taught me that it was actually possible to support a large family doing work I cared deeply about. It is my hope that in some way, what I’ve done here has enriched your lives. The fight for the restoration of the Catholic Church is clearly not over, so I hope, too, that you’ll continue to support 1P5 as it begins this new chapter.

Although I’ll be sticking around for a while to help Crisis Publications manage the transition, it’ll mostly be behind the scenes. If you want to reach me going forward, you can do so through the contact form on my personal website.

As always, thank you for reading, thank you for your support, and may God bless you all abundantly!

Steve
A New Day for OnePeterFive
https://onepeterfive.com/a-new-day-for-onepeterfive/ 

Eric Sammons, July 27, 2021

Seven years ago, near the beginning of the current pontificate, OnePeterFive was born. Increasingly concerned by the words and actions of Pope Francis as well as the massive apostasy within the Catholic Church, Steve Skojec sought to resist these troubling trends and fight back. OnePeterFive was the result, and its stated purpose was to “rebuild Catholic culture and restore Catholic tradition.” 
In those seven years, through Steve’s dedication and hard work and the support of so many others, 1P5 became one of the top traditional Catholic websites in the world. It has readers around the globe (including many in the Vatican), and it has not only reported on the events that have shaped the modern Church in that time, but has offered concrete solutions—solutions based on the timeless traditions of the Faith. The contributions of writers such as Bishop Athanasius Schneider, Peter Kwasniewski, Maike Hickson, and Timothy Flanders have made it a must-read Catholic destination on the Internet.
But now we move on to the next step for this apostolate. As Steve has already announced, Crisis Publications has acquired OnePeterFive and will be taking over the site. Crisis Publications, of which I am the Executive Director, is the publisher of top Catholic books such as “Infiltration” by Taylor Marshall and “Under Siege” by Austin Ruse and also runs Crisis Magazine.
What does this mean practically for 1P5? First, Steve will no longer be involved with the site, but we cannot express enough our gratitude for his work in keeping us sane in a troubling time. While I will be overseeing the direction of 1P5, we are currently bringing on board a new editor. This person will be running 1P5 on a day-to-day basis and will be announced shortly. We are also aggressively recruiting top-notch writers (while keeping—or bringing back—the 1P5 stalwarts you love), and plan to produce new content on a daily basis.
Regarding content, we will be unapologetically and resolutely (can someone say “rigidly”?) traditional. Our focus will be two-fold. First, we will cover the state of the Church from a traditional perspective. In other words, we shine a light on where we believe the modern Church has gone astray from traditional Catholic principles. 
Further, we won’t just report the problems; we will offer solutions, and that’s our second focus: the promotion of traditional Catholic piety, spirituality, and liturgy. We know that our battle is not “against flesh and blood; but against principalities and power, against the rulers of the world of this darkness, against the spirits of wickedness in the high places” (Eph. 6:12), so we need the “big guns”—the spiritual weapons used by saints since the time of Christ. 
As always, 1P5 encourages submissions from anyone interested in writing about these issues. Please email editor@onepeterfive.com if you have a pitch or article submission that you think would be a good fit for 1P5.
Finally, I want to thank all the 1P5 donors over the years who have built this site into what it is. I hope that you will continue to support the mission of 1P5 going forward. I also ask those who perhaps have supported 1P5 in the past but stopped, and those who have never donated to 1P5 to consider doing so if you think this mission is as important as we do.
I look forward to rebuilding Catholic culture and restoring Catholic tradition together!
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