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Crashing a St. Luke fundraiser
Stumbling upon troubling institute's dinner
https://www.churchmilitant.com/news/article/crashing-a-st-lukes-fundraiser  
Fr. Paul John Kalchik, November 30, 2021
On Nov. 15, after my arrival at the Baltimore Marriott Waterfront for Church Militant's "Bishops: Enough Is Enough" rally, I took a short walk with Stephen Brady, head of the watchdog group The Roman Catholic Faithful, from the Marriott to a seafood restaurant. The Oceanaire, just a block away, was advertised as serving great crab cakes.
Being in Baltimore, I had to get a crab cake or two to make my visit worthwhile!

Upon entering The Oceanaire, I was immediately asked by the maître d' if I was there for "the St. Luke's fundraiser."
"We are assembling the bishops for their fundraiser in a banquet room immediately," he said.  
His question left me speechless. Stephen Brady came to the rescue: "We're here for the seafood, and we're really hungry! You can sit us anywhere you like."

St. Luke's: A Blast from the Past

Over the course of my 22 years as a priest, I have come to know far too much about the real goings-on at Saint Luke Institute, a psychiatric treatment facility in Silver Spring, Maryland. In fact, for more than six months, I was an inmate of the notorious Church-run facility.

So, how did I end up there?

The locked facility is used, on the one hand, to punish priests who get a little too adamant about upholding Church doctrine and tradition, and conversely, to house known sexual predators within the clergy. It's no spa, although from the glossy placard placed adjacent to the Oceanaire's banquet room, one might have gotten that idea. It has continued to operate through the years despite scandal and abuse, even though its evil has been exposed repeatedly by Church Militant and others, and it even had its own segment in the movie A Wolf in Sheep's Clothing II: The Gender Agenda.
In the winter of 2007, the archdiocese of Chicago sent me there to live for months with homosexual predators despite my having been a victim in my youth — twice over — of homosexual predation. Let's just say I didn't sleep well during that time. Most days, I would purposely take naps in the chapel in front of the Blessed Sacrament — the one place I was assured the creeps inhabiting the place would leave me alone.
Shortly after the closure of the Archbishop Quigley Preparatory Seminary in Chicago, as I was leaving my post one evening after classes were completed, a large group of seminarians asked me to lead them in the Rosary they were saying in front of the seminary's gates. They were understandably upset with its impending closure, and as the senior priest teaching at Quigley, I gladly obliged their request. But a picture of me found its way into the papers the next day.

It's hard to imagine a priest leading a group of young men in a Rosary as being "out of control" or in a "rage," yet this was the narrative that those in control at the archdiocese immediately pushed, furious over my act of mild protest. The principal person behind painting this false perception was Colleen Dolan, the archdiocese's public relations person at the time.  
You would not think, in this day and age, it would be so easy to institutionalize a man.  But many bishops throughout the United States are doing exactly that by abusing their priests' promise of obedience.

"Oh, Father so-and-so," a bishop might say, "It's clear to me that you need a little psychiatric care. Recall that you made to me a promise of obedience! If you wish to remain in ministry in my diocese, sign this release form, and I will make certain you are cared for!"

What they really want is to sideline permanently anyone who dares to speak out against the hierarchy's fiscal and spiritual corruption. In my case, in the fall of 2006, Cdl. Francis George was flat on his back recovering from extensive surgery for cancer. So the underlings in charge of running the archdiocese of Chicago did the dirty work of institutionalizing me as an "angry priest."  
The Most Damning Report Money Can Buy

But certainly (you might think) it takes so much more than a simple accusation to institutionalize a man! And you would be right. It takes a psychological report. Sadly, it's easy — if you have the funds — to get a damning psychological report. In my case, that report came from Dr. Vincent D. Pisani.

In all honesty, I must give Dr. Pisani the benefit of the doubt. I was never permitted to lay eyes on the report he completed in the fall of 2006 in his Chicago office, so I have no way to know what the report said. All I have from the day I spent with him undergoing tests is the business card I picked up when visiting his office. At least it's proof that I'm not making up this stuff.
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Only after I was admitted to St. Luke's did I hear staff alluded to the completed report from Dr. Pisani that I had never been given the chance to see.
One godsend I was able to get my hands on was a neuropsychological evaluation completed by Dr. Christopher Randolph, clinical neuropsychologist. My general practitioner, Dr. Neel French, knew that I had been sexually abused as a youth and that the archdiocese wanted me to go to St. Luke's for "anger management," so he prudently suggested that before I left Chicago I obtain such an evaluation.

Regrettably, I did not get a copy of Dr. Randolph's report until after institutionalization at St. Luke's. I had done the evaluation in Dec. of 2006, but the report was not submitted to the archdiocese and to St. Luke's until Jan. 28, 2007 — the same time I began my unwanted six-month stay.

Of great note in the report is Dr. Randolph's frustration at not receiving any response from Dr. Pisani regarding the results of my psychological tests despite a legitimate and authorized request. As Dr. Randolph's report states: 
[Fr. Kalchik] gave me Dr. Pisani's phone number, and when I called, Dr. Pisani refused to provide me with any information despite acknowledging that he had in fact referred Fr. Kalchik for a neurological evaluation. This represents a misunderstanding of HIPAA regulations, but then I asked Fr. Kalchik to have Dr. Pisani forward me any psychological test results. As of Jan. 28, I have not yet received anything from Dr. Pisani, and I cannot hold this report any longer.  

Perhaps even more damning is the fact that Dr. Randolph's findings were blatantly ignored by the archdiocese of Chicago, as well as by the staff at St. Luke's. Randolph submitted a copy of his report to both these entities. The following three summary recommendations from the close of his report were ignored:

1. "There is no evidence basis of neurocognitive testing of any deficit that would suggest the need for further laboratory workup."

2. "There is no evidence of any developmental or acquired neurocognitive impairment of any type, therefore no indication for the implementation of any restrictions or adaptive interventions."

3. "On the basis of clinical interview, I do not see any evidence to suggest any Axis I psychiatric disorder that would warrant psychopharmacologic or psychotherapeutic intervention."
So, long story short, despite the written medical findings of my neuropsychologist, I was institutionalized for over six months due to my (perhaps politically ill-advised) participation in a Rosary protest.

A Miserable Experience

The truth of life inside St. Luke's is grim. It is a quasi-Catholic institution that exists, as noted, as a locked psychiatric facility to discipline traditional clerics and those priests who are known sexual predators. Needless to say, this was a miserable environment for a victim of sexual abuse.  

With the help of Christ, it is possible to get through anything. But even Mass at St. Luke's is only a vague approximation of the beautiful experience one might have at a normal parish.   

I tried attending Mass daily, as has been my custom for my entire priesthood. But these Masses were said by the inmates, which included homosexual predators and other priests of the worst sort. As a victim, I experienced mental torture having to receive the Blessed Sacrament from a known predator. 

Moreover, having to sit through the Masses these priests said, including their strange and rambling homilies, was hardly conducive to spiritual healing (the supposed purpose of St. Luke's). After a week or two, I quickly came to know which weekday services to avoid entirely. 
I also came to realize that the eucharistic species itself was off, making the sacrifice invalid (grape juice was used instead of wine for Mass). I understand that some men there had trouble with alcoholism, but certainly these men could have simply refrained from receiving the Precious Blood or — when they offered Mass — obtained a dispensation from imbibing from the chalice. 

Eventually, Cdl. George began to mend from his surgery. When he did, he started to give me regular calls at St. Luke's to check on how I was doing, having heard that I had been sent there. As an inmate, I was envied; few were permitted phone calls by outsiders, and absolutely no one else had a cardinal making calls to him.

I played it to the hilt, especially in small group settings: "Did you hear that Cdl. Francis George called me again last night?" Eventually, I was discharged.    

After my time was done there, I had a phone conversation with Dr. Randolph. He reiterated to me what he had stated in his written report: "Fr. Kalchik reacted in a politically ill-advised yet understandable fashion to an upsetting set of circumstances." I had protested a seminary being closed, nothing more. But I had gotten in the way of the wrong men.
There is no real rationale for why this institute continues to exist. For those priests and religious with real psychological problems, each state in this country has excellent facilities run by top-notch specialists in the field. So this place operates for one reason alone: to allow the Church to sweep problems under the rug. I can see the Church maintaining a facility like St. John Vianney Renewal Center in Dittmer, Missouri, for predators like former cardinal McCarrick, who warrants being locked up. But I cannot fathom why the Church continues to operate a place like St. Luke's.

Fast Forward: Healing and Helping

The placard at the Oceanaire fundraiser for Saint Luke Institute featured the deceptive words, "Strengthening the psychological And spiritual well-being of Catholic clergy and religious." The placard also prominently displayed a set of white Rosary beads — as if Rosaries were part of the therapeutic program there! In my time there, the only one saying Rosaries was me — always by myself — in the chapel. Did I mention the so-called spiritual director at the facility during my stay eventually left the priesthood?
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I would like this article to serve as a tribute to all those good priests who went (sometimes unwittingly) to St. Luke's, forced by their ordinary like I was, fully expecting a place to strengthen their "psychological and spiritual well-being," but who encountered the opposite.
These priests are numerous. Just recently, one of these men made it a point of setting up a time to meet me to talk about his own negative experiences.

If you are a priest who was forced into an experience like this, don't hesitate to contact me through Church Militant. The folks there will graciously forward your contacts to me. Like many other evil institutions that have been established in ages past, it probably will take a lawsuit on the part of lay Catholics to shut down Maryland's St. Luke Institute. But there is strength in numbers, and the funds are now becoming available — by the kindness of ordinary churchgoers — to do so.

The weaponizing of psychological testing of priests
Bishops routinely coerce priests into giving them ammunition to be used against them
https://www.churchmilitant.com/news/article/the-weaponizing-of-psychological-testing-of-priests  
September 26, 2018
By Rev. Michael X., J.C.L.
The harrowing tale of Rev. Paul Kalchik, a priest of the archdiocese of Chicago who was ordered manu militari by his bishop, Cdl. Blase Cupich, to report to Saint Luke Institute in Maryland for a psychological assessment is astonishing to the reader. Unknown to most Americans, however, the practice of bishops requiring their priests to report to psychological treatment centers is many decades old.

While hierarchs like Cdl. Cupich will publicly describe such forcible mental testing and re-education of their priests as the soothing veneer of "pastoral support so his needs can be assessed" (Statement regarding Rev. Paul Kalchik, Sept. 21, 2018), the reality is that a bishop engaging in such behavior has other designs in mind than simply trying "to help" his priest. He's trying to get the priest to help him.
In April 1998, in a similar case to Rev. Kalchik's, a diocesan bishop ordered one of his priests to report to a "health and wellness" center to undergo a psychological assessment. This order was given in conjunction with a canonical procedure that the bishop initiated to have the same priest removed as pastor of his parish. The priest refused to assent to the order of the bishop because he thought it was "undue intrusion on the canonical right to privacy" (cf. can. 220). The bishop ordered him again to report to the center in question and undergo a psychological assessment. The priest again refused to comply with the bishop's order, requesting instead that he revoke it. The dispute went up the chain of command to the Vatican.

The Congregation for the Clergy, in its decree of Oct. 8, 1998, decided the priest's hierarchical recourse in favor of the priest against his diocesan bishop's immoral order. It ruled:

It is the consistent teaching of the Magisterium that investigation of the intimate psychological and moral status of the interior life of any member of the Christian faithful cannot be carried on except with the consent of the one to undergo such evaluation, as is clearly written about in the instruction of the Secretariat of State in their August 6, 1976 letter to Pontifical Representatives. Therefore, this Congregation concludes that Your Excellency cannot, in this case, under pain of obedience, oblige your priest, the Reverend [N.], to undergo psychological evaluation. [My emphasis]

According to a practitioner's text commissioned and published by the United States Conference of Catholic Bishops entitled Canonical Delicts Involving Sexual Misconduct and Dismissal From the Clerical State, 2nd Printing, Washington, D.C., 2002, p. 24:

[C]anon law protects an individual's right to privacy (CIC c. 220; CCEO c.23), and curial practice has established that a priest may not be compelled to undergo psychological evaluation or treatment against his will. [My emphasis]

Amazingly, the above opinion referenced in the USCCB text just happens to be seconded by one of Cdl. Cupich's own canon lawyers, Rev. William Woestman, O.M.I., J.C.D., currently listed on the archdiocese of Chicago's website as associate vicar for canonical affairs. One would think that the cardinal-archbishop of Chicago would have relied more upon his own legal experts before dispatching his henchmen and accomplices in ecclesiastical abuse of power — Msgr. Dennis Lyle and Rev. Jeremy Thomas, the archdiocese of Chicago's vicars for priests, and Auxiliary Bishop Mark Bartosic — to do his sinister bidding.

The shocking truth is that, in all likelihood, Cdl. Cupich knew fully well that he had absolutely no right to order Rev. Kalchik to report to Saint Luke for psychological assessment and treatment. Cupich, in all likelihood, played a high-stakes game of power-poker assuming that Rev. Kalchik would blink first, like the vast majority of priests in such circumstances typically do. Only this time, the priest didn't blink. He stood his rightful ground.
In response to Rev. Kalchik having refused to be hauled away to a psychological treatment center for having taken a public stand against the heretical canonization of sodomy exemplified by the rainbow-cross flag, Cdl. Cupich appointed a parochial administrator to govern the priest's parish.

In all likelihood, the archbishop of Chicago will initiate canonical proceedings to remove Rev. Kalchik definitively as pastor of Resurrection parish. In order for Rev. Kalchik to be removed canonically as pastor of his parish, Cdl. Cupich is required to invoke can. 1740 of the Code of Canon Law governing removal of pastors. In having explicitly referenced "pastoral support so that his needs can be assessed" and deputed his auxiliary bishop and the two vicars for clergy of Chicago practically to bag Rev. Kalchik and send him to St. Luke, the cardinal tipped his hand all too clearly as to what canonical tool he intended to use to have the hero-priest canonically booted from his parish: the norm of can. 1741, n. 1 justifying removal of a pastor due to "permanent infirmity of mind or body which renders the pastor unable to fulfill his functions usefully."

Through this canonical optic, one can readily see why bishops pay tens of thousands of dollars potentially per month in order for priests to undergo psychological assessment. Once a priest is appointed pastor of a parish by his bishop, canonically, it is difficult and potentially risky for the reputation of a bishop in Rome to remove a pastor — unless the bishop has grave cause justifying him doing so.
More often than not, bishops typically dupe if not coerce naif priests into going to places like Saint Luke Institute and signing HIPAA medical releases authorizing the medical staff of the clinic to disclose everything they learn from the priest in their "care" to the bishop and his vicars. 
Instead of the information gathered being used as purported for the priest's "pastoral support," the fishing expedition is most frequently used as ammunition against the priest/pastor whom the bishop has already decided to remove. He just needs evidence against the priest that otherwise could be very difficult if not impossible for the bishop to obtain.

The use by a bishop of highly sensitive psychological test results, sexual history narratives and clinical notes as ammunition against the patient-priest is not only immoral and unethical, it is also patently illegal in canon law. Few, however, are the priests like Rev. Paul Kalchik who have the courage to say "no" to such abhorrent exercises of abuse of power on the part of their bishops. Even fewer are the numbers of priests who employ, proactively or reactively, the canonical and legal means at their disposal to defend themselves against thuggish bishops.

The vast majority of priests either don't know that their bishop has no right whatsoever to coerce them into being psychologically assessed, or, taking the common defeatist route, they make the calculus that they would rather go through the ringer than be persecuted and punished "alternatively" through a host of different ways. Few parents and families of priests, let alone faithful supportive of their vocations and seminary education, would continue to make the financial contributions that they do to diocesan capital campaigns and fundraisers if they knew just what kind of Soviet-style and brutal tactics bishops like Cdl. Cupich can use to achieve their ends, to the great harm of their children who become priests.
Priests need to realize that in this day and age of increasing attacks upon them no longer coming only from without, but now principally from within, anything and everything that they disclose in a psychological assessment being paid for by a diocese can and will one day be used against them. We have attained the weaponization of psychological testing.
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