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MAY 25, 2018
Subramanian Swamy Shares Fake Email About Church in Lingayat Issue

https://www.thequint.com/news/subramanian-swamy-shares-fake-email-about-church-involvement-lingayat-issue-karnataka-elections-2018
May 11, 2018
“Lo Behold! #Church allegedly behind the divisive scheme of separating #Lingayats from #Hindus. A leaked of email supposedly sent by SecGen CBCI to Archbishop Bangalore… this says much”.
The tweet by a twitter user Swami Nishchalanand (@swamijitweets) was also retweeted by BJP leader and Rajya Sabha MP, Subramanian Swamy.
The email attached to the tweet was titled ‘Our Prayers have been answered’. The email addressed to Archbishop of Bangalore from His Eminence Oswald Cardinal Gracias, Secretary General (sic – he is President) of Catholic Bishop’s (sic) Conference of India (CBCI), celebrated the granting of separate religious status to Lingayats and urged him to work hard for the “rich harvest of souls in Karnataka.”
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The letter circulated by him had some fairly outlandish points that perhaps only the most gullible would believe as true. On its own, it may not have gained much traction, but it got circulated widely as it was retweeted by Subramanian Swamy who has close to 7.3 million followers in Twitter.

Since the user @swamijitweets has deleted his tweet, the retweeted tweet cannot be seen on Subramanian Swamy’s Twitter timeline anymore. However, Swamy’s tweets get pushed to his official Facebook page which still carries evidence of him having retweeted the tweet.
[Two tweet images have been omitted.]

A website called rightactions.in also published the above claim and was shared over 5000 times on Facebook including Francois (sic) Gautier of the fake Nostradamus claims fame.
[François Gautier is an anti-Christian French political writer and journalist based in India] 

[image: image3.png]



Bishop Theodore Mascarenhas, Secretary General, Catholic Bishops’ Conference of India dismissed the claims as fake and diabolic: Absolutely malafide malicious and diabolic. So sad that people can stoop to this level to malign others May 9, 2018
[One tweet image has been omitted.]

Though initially @swamijitweets claimed that his sources were reliable, the original tweet was deleted by him after bishop Mascarenhas issued an official clarification and warned possible legal action against those involved in making and promoting the letter.
[One tweet image has been omitted.]

In his letter, bishop Mascarenhas stated that “a very malicious fake letter is being circulated in social media and in Karnataka on the eve of the elections”.

He added that “the false letters makes wild allegations about the Church involvement in the Lingayat issue”. The response of the bishop is reproduced below.
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There were several elements about the fake letter that gave a clue that it was nothing more than pure malice. It is perhaps only in the wonder world of fake news peddlers that bishops email each other rejoicing and setting targets to harvest souls. Here are some inconsistencies in the letter, some of which were pointed out by Bishop Mascarenhas:

1. Cardinal Oswald Gracias is the President of the Catholic Bishop’s Conference of India and not the Secretary General.

2. The email wrongly addresses him as Oswald Cardinal Gracias instead of Cardinal Oswald Gracias. [Actually, there is NOTHING wrong about “Oswald Cardinal Gracias” except that it does not appear that way in the Cardinal’s real email address; neither will it appear in the CBCI Secretary General’s id. -Michael]
3. The biggest giveaway as always was the language used and the grammatical errors in the letter.

Bishop Mascarenhas asserted that “Catholic Bishops Conference of India or Cardinal Gracias will never ever indulge in divisive tactics as indicated in that letter.”
He ended his letter saying “May God bless Karnataka and may God bless our beloved country, India. Jai Hind”.

We have seen in the last few weeks how the Karnataka has been the target of the fake news brigade. Discerning social media users are now well familiar with their divisive strategies.

See also

https://www.altnews.in/subramanian-swamy-shares-fake-email-about-church-involvement-in-lingayat-issue/
May 10, 2018

Bishops’ conference warns legal action on “fake” letter
http://mattersindia.com/2018/05/bishops-conference-warns-legal-action-on-fake-letter/ 

May 10, 2018

The Catholic Bishops’ Conference of India has dismissed as “fake” and “malicious” a letter purportedly written by its secretary general about an alleged plan to evangelize an offshoot of Hinduism in Karnataka.

The Church body on May 9 issued an “official clarification” about the alleged letter being circulated in the social media and in Karnataka state that is all set to elect its legislative assembly on May 12.

“The circulation of this letter just before the Karnataka elections is a disgraceful mischievous ploy,” says the “clarification” issued by the conference secretary general Bishop Theodore Mascarenhas. “We reserve the right to take legal action against those involved in making and promoting that letter,” the prelate warns.
Bishop Mascarenhas has also listed several errors in the March 28 letter allegedly written by Cardinal Oswald Gracias to Archbishop Bernard Moras of Bangalore in the wake of the Karnataka government’s decision to grant religious minority status to Lingayat community.

“Cardinal Oswald Gracias is the president of the Catholic Bishops’ Conference of India. He is not the secretary general … as alleged by those who are circulating and promoting this letter,” Bishop Mascarenhas explains.

He also points out that the letter was neither written on a letterhead nor carried a signature. “The language mistakes in that letter point out that it could not have originated from our office,” the “clarification” asserts.

The Church official also asserts that neither Cardinal Gracias nor the bishops’ conference would ever “indulge in divisive tactics as indicated in that letter.”

The “fake” letter begins thanking God for the Karnataka government’s decision on the Lingayat community that it says was an answer to the Church’s prayers. It also alleges that the Vatican embassy officials had met the Karnataka rulers on December 21, 2013 and several times later to press for separate religious status for Lingayats.

“Let’s work hard for the rich harvest of souls of souls in Karnataka,” says the letter that lists several steps to evangelize the followers of Lingayats. It wants the Church to build an “emotional bridge” with Lingayat religious leaders and institutions by 2020 to effect 5 percent conversion of the community by 2043.

The Siddaramaiah led Congress government’s March 22 decision on Lingayats reportedly has great implications on the assembly elections. The community currently forms 17 percent of Karnataka’s population.

Lingayats, a distinct Shaivate religious tradition, are followers of the 12th century poet-philosopher-social reformer Basaveshwara who rebelled against established Hindu tradition by defying the caste system and Vedic rituals.

In their bid for a separate religion status, the Lingayats wanted to dissociate themselves from Veerashaivas, also a Shaivate religious tradition, whose followers adhere to the Vedas.

The movement for a separate religion tag started in 1942. It was resurrected in 2017 after Chief Minister Siddaramaiah’s promise to look into the demand.

In December 2017, the government formed a seven-member expert committee to study five separate demands, three of which were for a separate minority religion status for Lingayats.

RELATED FILE 
CHURCH TARGETS MODI-DEFENDING ARCHBISHOP ANIL COUTO 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/CHURCH_TARGETS_MODI-DEFENDING_ARCHBISHOP_ANIL_COUTO.doc
