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What is the day of congregation?
http://www.answering-islam.org/Quran/Incoherence/friday.html  

By Sam Shamoun. All emphases are the author’s 
In Surah al-Jumu’ah (62:9), we find the following statement:

	Pickthall
	Yusuf Ali
	Shakir
	Sher Ali

	O ye who believe! When the call is heard for the prayer of the day of congregation,
	O ye who believe! When the call is proclaimed to prayer on Friday (the Day of Assembly),
	O you who believe! when the call is made for prayer on Friday,
	O ye who believe! When the call is made for Prayer on Friday,

	Hilali/Khan
	Rashad Khalifa
	A.J. Arberry
	J.M. Rodwell

	O you who believe (Muslims)! When the call is proclaimed for the Salat (prayer) on the day of Friday (Jumu'ah prayer),
	O you who believe, when the Congregational Prayer (Salat Al-Jumu`ah) is announced on Friday,
	O believers, when proclamation is made for prayer on the Day of Congregation,
	O ye who believe! When ye are summoned to prayer on the day of THE ASSEMBLY,


The Arabic, yawmi al-jumuati, literally translated means "day of the assembly/congregation," and refers to the day which Muslims are to gather together to pray. Hence, of all the translations Pickthall, Arberry and Rodwell are the most accurate.

Moreover, Ali, Hilali-Khan, Shakir, Sher Ali, and Khalifa have inserted the word "Friday" into their versions without any Quranic warrant to do so since the Quran nowhere specifies the exact day Muslims are supposed to gather. This information is taken from the Islamic narrations or hadiths.

Hilali-Khan and Khalifa are the more blatant in their willingness to add to their translation information taken from extra-Quranic sources detailing specific Islamic beliefs and practices. After all, the Quran nowhere explicitly mentions the five daily prayers which Muslims observe, let alone Salat Al-Jumu`ah or Jumu’ah prayer, which is the technical term given to the Islamic practice of gathering on Friday to pray. Ironically, Khalifa was a Quraani, a term used for those who reject the hadiths and follow the Quran alone, and yet he had no qualms changing the literal meaning of the Arabic on the basis of later Islamic traditions that teach that this specific day falls on Friday!

In fact, if one were to stick to the Quran closely one would come to the conclusion that this day would have to be the Sabbath:

And for their covenant we raised over them (the towering height) of Mount (Sinai); and (on another occasion) we said: "Enter the gate with humility"; and (once again) we commanded them: "Transgress not in the matter of the sabbath." And we took from them a solemn covenant. S. 4:154 Y. Ali

The Quran mentions the fate of those who broke the Sabbath:

And well ye knew those amongst you who transgressed in the matter of the Sabbath: We said to them: "Be ye apes, despised and rejected." S. 2:65 Y. Ali

And ask them (O Muhammad SAW) about the town that was by the sea, when they transgressed in the matter of the Sabbath (i.e. Saturday): when their fish came to them openly on the Sabbath day, and did not come to them on the day they had no Sabbath. Thus We made a trial of them for they used to rebel (see the Qur'an: V.4:154). S. 7:163 Hilali-Khan

There is no indication in the Quran that Allah abrogated the Sabbath as the day of observance for believers, and gave the Muslim community a different day instead. In fact, we actually find texts which imply that the Sabbath was made binding upon the Muslims:

O ye People of the Book! believe in what We have (now) revealed, confirming what was (already) with you, before We change the face and fame of some (of you) beyond all recognition, and turn them hindwards, or curse them as We cursed the Sabbath-breakers, for the decision of God Must be carried out. S. 4:47 Y. Ali

The Quran comes to confirm the Scriptures of the Jews which contain the command to observe the Sabbath. The above passage also states that the Sabbath-breakers were cursed because God’s decision must be carried out, i.e. that God’s command to rest on the Sabbath must be obeyed. It therefore seems pretty clear that the Quran, by claiming to confirm the previous Scriptures and by exhorting the Israelites to carry out the Sabbath, is in fact exhorting the Muslims to do the same.
Jewish and Christian converts to Islam

http://www.answering-islam.org/Shamoun/obey_ot.htm EXTRACT
By Sam Shamoun
Christians are often asked why do they not observe specific commands of the OT in light of Jesus’ claim that he came to fulfill, not destroy, the Law and the Prophets (cf. Matthew 5:17-20). For instance, the Law forbids consuming pig meat and instructs believers to circumcise all male infants on the eighth day, commands that the apostle Paul said that Gentile believers were not required to observe. Muslims see this as proof that Paul was a false apostle and that Christians should shun his teachings since they violate both the OT and Jesus’ own instructions.

An example of a Muslim who uses this type of reasoning is Shabir Ally:

Both the Bible and the Qur’an prohibit the eating of pork. Muslims are aware of this prohibition and observe it strictly.
However, most readers of the Bible say they do not know where they can find this in the Bible…

What remains, then, is that Jesus, on whom be peace, upheld the prohibition against pork. His disciples also upheld it, and so must all his followers. Those who fail to uphold it need to be informed and reminded of this rule from God. This is one reason why God sent His final messenger, on whom be peace. God says:
"O people of the Scripture! Now has Our Messenger come unto you, expounding unto you much of that which you used to hide in the Scripture, and forgiving much. Now has come unto you light from Allah and a plain Scripture."
(The Meaning of the Glorious Qur’an 5:15). (Eating Pork; source)

Another Muslim polemicist writes that Paul broke the covenant of circumcision as taught in Genesis 17:14:

Paul fails to realize that to keep circumcision is to keep God's law and he is breaking it. (Bassam Zawadi, Paul Broke the Covenant of God; source)

These statements presuppose that Islam makes it mandatory for its converts, specifically Jewish ones, to continue to observe OT laws such as Sabbath, dietary restrictions etc. After all, there are many places where God commands the Israelites to honor the Sabbath:

"Then the LORD said to Moses, ‘Say to the Israelites, "You must observe my Sabbaths. This will be a sign between me and you for the generations to come, so you may know that I am the LORD, who makes you holy. Observe the Sabbath, because it is holy to you. Anyone who desecrates it must be put to death; whoever does any work on that day must be cut off from his people. For six days, work is to be done, but the seventh day is a Sabbath of rest, holy to the LORD. Whoever does any work on the Sabbath day must be put to death. The Israelites are to observe the Sabbath, celebrating it for the generations to come as a lasting covenant. It will be a sign between me and the Israelites forever, for in six days the LORD made the heavens and the earth, and on the seventh day he abstained from work and rested."’" Exodus 31:12-17; cf. Exodus 20:8-11

The Quran seems to accept that Jews are obligated to keep the Sabbath sacred and mentions the punishment that some Jews incurred for breaking it:

O ye People of the Book! believe in what We have (now) revealed, confirming what was (already) with you, before We change the face and fame of some (of you) beyond all recognition, and turn them hindwards, or curse them as We cursed the Sabbath-breakers, for the decision of God Must be carried out. S. 4:47

Ask them concerning the town standing close by the sea. Behold! they transgressed in the matter of the Sabbath. For on the day of their Sabbath their fish did come to them, openly holding up their heads, but on the day they had no Sabbath, they came not: thus did We make a trial of them, for they were given to transgression. When some of them said: "Why do ye preach to a people whom God will destroy or visit with a terrible punishment?" - said the preachers: "To discharge our duty to your Lord, and perchance they may fear Him." When they disregarded the warnings that had been given them, We rescued those who forbade Evil; but We visited the wrong-doers with a grievous punishment because they were given to transgression. When in their insolence they transgressed (all) prohibitions, We said to them: "Be ye apes, despised and rejected." S. 7:163-166; cf. 2:65

And for their covenant we raised over them (the towering height) of Mount (Sinai); and (on another occasion) we said: "Enter the gate with humility"; and (once again) we commanded them: "Transgress not in the matter of the sabbath." And we took from them a solemn covenant. S. 4:154; cf. 16:124

But there is a conflict of interest here since Muhammad deliberately adopted Friday as the day of assembly in order to slight Jews and Christians:

Narrated Abu Huraira: 
I heard Allah's Apostle (p.b.u.h) saying, "We (Muslims) are the last (to come) but (will be) the foremost on the Day of Resurrection though the former nations were given the Holy Scriptures before us. And this was their day (Friday) the celebration of which was made compulsory for them but they differed about it. 
So Allah gave us the guidance for it (Friday) and all the other people are behind us in this respect: the Jews' (holy day is) tomorrow (i.e. Saturday) and the Christians' (is) the day after tomorrow (i.e. Sunday)." (Sahih Al-Bukhari, Volume 2, Book 13, Number 1; see also Number 21)

Moreover, one of Muhammad’s widows, a Jewish captive who converted to Islam, was accused of observing the Sabbath, an accusation which she vehemently denied:

She still underwent difficulties after the death of the Prophet (salAllahu alayhi wasalam). Once a slavegirl she owned went to the Amir al Muminin Umar and said, "Amir al Muminin! Safiyya loves the Sabbath and maintains ties with the Jews!" Umar asked Safiyya about that and she said, "I have not loved the Sabbath since Allah replaced it with Friday for me, and I only maintain ties with those Jews to whom I am related by kinship." She asked her slavegirl what had possessed her to carries lie to Umar and the girl replied, "Shaitan!" Safiyya said, "Go, you are free." (Safiyya bint Huyay [based on a book by Ahmad Thompson]; source; see also here)

This is a rather perplexing statement in light of the arguments of so many Muslim apologists and polemicists who accuse Paul and/or the NT writers of setting aside certain OT commands, which presupposes that a true messenger or prophet would never allow such things to take place. One would therefore think that Muhammad and his Quran would enforce Sabbath observance upon the Jews.

Muhammad and the Mosaic law
http://www.answering-islam.org/Shamoun/nightjourney.htm EXTRACT
By Sam Shamoun. All emphases are the author’s

Muslims often criticize Christians for failing to uphold specific Mosaic injunctions such as not eating pork etc., which presupposes that Islamic law is in conformity with the Mosaic Law. 
In light of this assertion, the following question naturally comes to mind: Does Islam make it obligatory to keep Yahweh's Sabbaths? Are Muslims punished for failing to observe the Sabbath day? The answer is a resounding NO!
In fact, Muhammad deliberately chose Friday over the Sabbath as a way of degrading the Jews:

Narrated Abu Huraira: 
I heard Allah's Apostle (p.b.u.h) saying, "We (Muslims) are the last (to come) but (will be) the foremost on the Day of Resurrection though the former nations were given the Holy Scriptures before us. And this was their day (Friday) the celebration of which was made compulsory for them but they differed about it. So Allah gave us the guidance for it (Friday) and all the other people are behind us in this respect: the Jews' (holy day is) tomorrow (i.e. Saturday) and the Christians' (is) the day after tomorrow (i.e. Sunday)." (Sahih Al-Bukhari, Volume 2, Book 13, Number 1, see also Number 21)

Narrated Abu Huraira:
The Prophet said, "We are the last (to come) but we will be the foremost on the Day of Resurrection, nations were given the Book (i.e. Scripture) before us, and we were given the Holy Book after them. This (i.e. Friday) is the day about which they differed. So the next day (i.e. Saturday) was prescribed for the Jews and the day after it (i.e. Sunday) for the Christians. It is incumbent on every Muslim to wash his head and body on a Day (i.e. Friday) (at least) in every seven days." (Sahih Al-Bukhari, Volume 4, Book 56, Number 693)

Thus, Muhammad not only violated Sabbath observance, but deliberately chose a day by which he could assert his superiority over the Jews who were keeping to God’s express command to honor the Sabbath. Muhammad deliberately set himself against God’s commandment to Moses regarding the Sabbath, thereby coming under God’s judgment.

Muhammad also falsely claimed that the Sabbath was appointed only for people who differed about it:

The Sabbath was ordained only for those who differed about it, and most surely your Lord will judge between them on the resurrection day concerning that about which they differed. S. 16:124 Shakir

Ibn Kathir writes:

The Prescription of the Sabbath for the Jews

There is no doubt that for every nation, Allah prescribed one day of the week for people to gather to worship Him. For this Ummah He prescribed Friday, because it is the sixth day, on which Allah completed and perfected His creation. On this day He gathered and completed His blessings for His servants. It was said that Allah prescribed this day for the Children of Israel through His Prophet Musa, but they changed it and chose Saturday because it was the day on which the Creator did not create anything, as He had completed His creation on Friday. Allah made observance of the Sabbath obligatory for them in the laws of the Tawrah (Torah), telling them to keep the Sabbath. At the same time, He told them to follow Muhammad when he was sent, and took their promises and covenant to that effect. Hence Allah says: …

<The Sabbath was only prescribed for those who differed concerning it,>

Mujahid said: "They observed the Sabbath (Saturday) and ignored Friday." Then they continued to observe Saturday until Allah sent `Isa bin Maryam. It was said that he told them to change it to Sunday, and it was also said that he did not forsake the laws of the Tawrah except for a few rulings which were abrogated, and he continued to observe the Sabbath until he was taken up (into heaven). Afterwards, the Christians at the time of Constantine were the ones who changed it to Sunday in order to be different from the Jews, and they started to pray towards the east instead of facing the Dome (i.e., Jerusalem). And Allah knows best. It was reported in the Two Sahihs that Abu Hurayrah heard the Messenger of Allah say: …
<We are the last, but we will be the first on the Day of Resurrection, even though they were given the Book before us. This is the day that Allah obligated upon them, but they differed concerning it. Allah guided us to this day, and the people observe their days after us, the Jews on the following day and the Christians on the day after that.>

This version was recorded by Al-Bukhari. It was reported that Abu Hurayrah and Hudhayfah said that the Messenger of Allah said: …

<Allah let the people who came before us stray from Friday, so the Jews had Saturday and the Christians had Sunday. Then Allah brought us and guided us to Friday. So now there are Friday, Saturday and Sunday, thus they will follow us on the Day of Resurrection. We are the last of the people of this world, but will be the first on the Day of Resurrection, and will be the first to be judged, before all of creation.>

It was reported by Muslim. (Source)

Recall that in the above OT texts the Sabbath was established as the sign of the covenant God had made through Moses, being instituted on the basis that since God himself had rested on the Sabbath his people were to follow suit and do likewise.

The Qur’anic view of Christians
http://www.answering-islam.org/Shamoun/christians.htm EXTRACT
By Sam Shamoun
Muhammad's hatred for Jews and Christians stands out clearly. Muslims are told to oppose Jews and Christians by doing the opposite of what they do, and by not greeting them first along with forcing them to the narrowest part of the road. Muhammad even said that the reason why Muslims gather on Friday is to precede the Jews and Christians who gather on Saturday and Sunday respectively:

It is narrated by Abu Huraira and Huraira that the Messenger of Allah (may peace be upon him) said: It was Friday from which Allah diverted those who were before us. For the Jews (the day set aside for prayer) was Sabt (Saturday), and for the Christians it was Sunday. And Allah turned towards us and guided us to Friday (as the day of prayer) for us. In fact, He (Allah) made Friday, Saturday and Sunday (as days of prayer). In this order would they (Jews and Christians) come after us on the Day of Resurrection. We are the last of (the Ummahs) among the people in this world and the first among the created to be judged on the Day of Resurrection. In one narration it is: "to be judged among them." (Sahih Muslim, Book 004, Number 1862; see also Numbers 1858-1861, 1863)
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