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 Sunni Islam’s real Shahada
http://www.answering-islam.org/Shamoun/real_shahada.htm               
By Sam Shamoun. All emphases are the author’s
One of the essential pillars of Sunni Islam is the Shahadah (Testimony, Witness), otherwise known as the Kalimah (Kalima) (Creed, Statement). It is actually the first pillar of Sunni faith, and is basically a statement of faith regarding the person’s belief in Allah and Muhammad as his messenger. The confession is a fixed formula that is to be repeated in the following manner:
"Ashhadu an la ilaha illa 'llah; ashhadu anna Muhammadan rasulu 'llah"

"I witness that there is no god but Allah, and Muhammad is the messenger of Allah."

For more on this, please consult the article on page 3. 

Although currently still a small minority, there is a modern movement among Muslims that vigorously rejects such an assertion, denying that the Shahadah is an essential act or profession of the Islamic faith. These groups contend that there isn’t a single passage in the Quran requiring Muslims to utter this statement of faith. They insist that the Quran defines the true Shahadah as being nothing more than a declaration of Allah’s unity. They even accuse those Muslims who uphold this pillar of committing idolatry:

This is the true shahada of God, the angels and those who possess knowledge. See 3:18

Many Muslims insist on adding Muhammed's name to the shahada, defying God and the idea of keeping the religion absolutely to GOD ALONE. No where in the Quran can we find Muhammed's name added to the name of God in the shahada. The statement, "Muhammed Rasoul Allah" is a statement of fact and should not be confused with the statement of shahada that we bearwitness [sic].
The first pillar of Islam, (Shahada) is the same first commandment given to Moses, and it has to be the same commandment given to all the prophets and messengers.

"I, the Lord, am your God who brought you out of the Land of Egypt, that place of slavery. You shall not 
have any other gods beside me. ....." Deuteronomy 5:6

"We did not send any messenger before you (O Muhammed) except with the inspiration: "There is no god except Me; you shall worship Me ALONE." 21:25

The Islamic Shahada (that equals the first commandment) is mentioned in 3:18
"God bears witness that there is no god except He, and so do the angels and THOSE WHO POSSESS KNOWLEDGE. Truthfully and equitably, He is the absolute god; there is no god but He, the Almighty, Most wise." 3:18   (Source)

And:

Islamic exegisists have always maintained that the confession of faith, the "shahada", which is the first cornerstone of Islam is twofold and reads:

"I bear witness that there is no God but Allah and that Muhammad is His servant and messenger."
These exegisists are misleading those who claim to be Muslims, and those who claim to be Muslims are, by following these exegisists, buying hell for salvation.   Hell, they should remember, is forever.

These exegisists refuse to accept the clear injunctions of the Quran and insist on reiterating their corrupted confession of faith and associating the name of Muhammad with that of God.

In fact, based exclusively on the Quran, the confession of faith as expounded by the exegisists leads to perdition, if only they knew. Ibliss has so adorned their idolatry in their eyes that they are absolutely convinced of the rightness of their ways in spite of the Quran.

In the first place, God Himself lays down the confession of faith that is acceptable to Him.   In Chapter 3, 'Ali-I'mran, at verse 18, God, in His infinite mercy, gives us the right confession of faith.

"God bears witness that there is no god but Him and so do the angels and those possessed of knowledge. In justice, there is no god but Him, He is the exalted, the wise." 
This is the confession that God Himself bears witness to.  It makes no mention of any human being Muhammad included.  It must therefore stand as the confession which God sanctions for His servants and they have absolutely no right to deviate from it.

As for "...and Muhammad is His servant and His messenger." this is a statement of absolute fact. Anyone refusing to accept Muhammad as a messenger of God and the seal of His prophets falls outside the pale of Islam.   
The correct answer to the question 'is Muhammad a messenger of God and the last of the prophets?' is 'with certitude he is!'   It is not part of the confession of faith as dictated by God, but merely a statement of fact…

We have presented evidence, based exclusively on the Quran, beyond reasonable doubt, that those who insist upon including Muhammad's name in the confession of faith are, in fact, discriminating in his favour and are therefore not believers.

What, then, are they? Again the Quran tells us. Chapter 63, Al-Munafiqoon, verse 1 states:

"When the hypocrites come to you they say 'We bear witness that you are the messenger of God' God knows that you are His messenger, and God bears witness that the hypocrites are liars."
It is significant that God uses the term knows that Muhammad is His messenger.   He does not use the phrase bears witness. This further reinforces the concept that it is a fact that Muhammad is God's messenger but not the confession of faith.  Had it been the confession of faith God would have said "God bears witness that you are His messenger."   He does not; it is the Hypocrites who bear witness that Muhammad is God's messenger whereas God knows that Muhammad is His messenger and bears witness that the Hypocrites are liars.

Some misguided people claim that the two parts of the confession of faith are in the Quran with the second part, 'Muhammad is His messenger', is stated at chapter 63, Al-Munafiqoon, verse 1.

They should read it more carefully.   They will find that the phrase 'bear(s) witness' is used, in connection with Muhammad, only by the hypocrites, not by God as explained above.  God does bears witness that they are liars though.

Thus if they insist on this verse to support their claim, they are in fact using the confession of faith of the hypocrites who are, by God's testimony, liars…

God nowhere in the Quran commands us to bear witness that Muhammad is His messenger but He does, however, command us to accept him as the messenger and to believe him and encourage and support him and follow the light that was sent down to us with him. (Source)


Sunni Muslims will insist that the true followers of Islam do not follow the Quran alone, but also observe the Sunnah of Muhammad. They will argue that Muhammad's Sunnah is found partly in the Quran and partly in official Sunni Muslim sources such as the ahadith collection. It is in the ahadith, they will say, that the Shahadah/Kalimah is made an article of faith. Here are a few examples from the hadith literature:

Narrated Abu Ma'bad: 
(the slave of Ibn Abbas) Allah's Apostle said to Muadh when he sent him to Yemen, "You will go to the people of the Scripture. So, when you reach there, invite them to testify that none has the right to be worshipped but Allah, and that Muhammad is His Apostle. And if they obey you in that, tell them that Allah has enjoined on them five prayers in each day and night. And if they obey you in that tell them that Allah has made it obligatory on them to pay the Zakat which will be taken from the rich among them and given to the poor among them. If they obey you in that, then avoid taking the best of their possessions, and be afraid of the curse of an oppressed person because there is no screen between his invocation and Allah." (Sahih Al-Bukhari, Volume 2, Book 24, Number 573)

... Abu Dhar went to the Mosque, where some people from Quraish were present, and said, 'O folk of Quraish! I testify that none has the right to be worshipped except Allah, and I (also) testify that Muhammad is Allah's Slave and His Apostle.' (Hearing that) the Quraishi men said, 'Get at this Sabi (i.e. Muslim)!' (Sahih Al-Bukhari, Volume 4, Book 56, Number 725)

The only problem with this argument is that it fails to mention that the Shahadah found in the so-called sound narrations, found in those hadiths that are part of the sahih collections of Al-Bukhari and Muslim, do not limit the confession to Allah's unity and Muhammad's apostleship. There are other narrations that actually expand the creed to include a confession regarding the exalted status of Jesus and belief in the reality of the afterlife!

Narrated 'Ubada: 
The Prophet said, "If anyone TESTIFIES that None has the right to be worshipped but Allah Alone Who has no partners, and that Muhammad is His Slave and His Apostle, and that Jesus is Allah's Slave and His Apostle and His Word which He bestowed on Mary and a Spirit from Him, and that Paradise is true, and Hell is true, Allah will admit him into Paradise with the deeds which he had done even if those deeds were few." (Junada, the sub-narrator said, " 'Ubada added, 'Such a person can enter Paradise through any of its eight gates he likes.") (Sahih Al-Bukhari, Volume 4, Book 55, Number 644)

It is narrated on the authority of Ubadah b. Samit that the messenger of Allah (may peace be upon him) observed: HE WHO SAID: "There is no god but Allah, He is One and there is no associate with Him, that Muhammad is his servant and His messenger, that Christ is servant and the son of His slave-girl and he (Christ) His word which He communicated to Mary and is His Spirit, that Paradise is a fact and Hell is a fact," Allah would make him (he who affirms these truths enter Paradise through any one of its eight doors which he would like. (Sahih Muslim, Book 1, Number 0043)

The foregoing shows that Sunni Islam’s REAL and COMPLETE Shahadah must include a profession of faith in Jesus’ special relationship to God, i.e. that every Muslim must bear witness, testify that Jesus is the servant of God, the Word of God, and the Spirit of God. It must also include a profession of belief in heaven and hell. In other words, Sunni Islam’s Shahadah would look something like this:

I bear witness that there is no god but Allah.
I bear witness that Muhammad is his slave and messenger.
I bear witness that Jesus is his Servant, Word, Spirit, and the son of his slave-girl.
And I bear witness Paradise and Hell are true/real.

It is interesting to note that, according to Karen Armstrong, there even were certain Sufi Muslims whose Shahdahah didn't mention Muhammad, but Jesus!

The ulema were beginning to distinguish Islam sharply from other religions, seeing it as the one, true faith, but Sufis by and large remained true to the Koranic vision of the unity of all rightly guided religion. Jesus, for example, was revered by many Sufis as the prophet of the interior life. Some even amended the Shahadah, the profession of faith, to say: "There is no god but al-Lah and Jesus is His Messenger," which was technically correct but intentionally provocative. (Armstrong, A History of God: The 4,000-Year Quest of Judaism, Christianity and Islam [First Ballantine Books Edition, September 1994], p. 225)

So Sunni Muslims, why are you hiding this piece of information from people, especially from those whom you seek to convert? And, in light of the various formulations of the Shahadah found within the Sunni collections of hadith, which one is the REAL testimony which a person is required to profess in order to become an orthodox Sunni Muslim?

Shahada
http://www.answering-islam.org/Index/S/shahada.html                

By Sam Shamoun. All emphases are the author’s

Ar: to bear witness, to confess [that there is no god but Allah and that Muhammad is His Messenger]. 

Confession of faith, the first pillar of Islam, without which all the other pillars are of no value. This formula is to be repeated: "Ashhadu an la ilaha illa 'llah; ashhadu anna Muhammadan rasulu 'llah": "I witness that there is no god but Allah, and Muhammad is the messenger of Allah." Taken from Muhammad 47:19 and al-Fath 48:29. 

The importance of the Shahada to a Muslim is not only in what it says, but that by reciting it, a non-Muslim is converted to Islam. Muslim teachers, however, say that more than simply reciting these words in Arabic is necessary. Their meaning must be believed in the heart as well. Once the Shahada has been professed, no one can declare the confessor a non-Muslim, no matter how evil an act he may later happen to commit. Muslims believed that the first part is the same for all prophets, but that the second is changed to whichever the prophet is, ie. Moses: "There is no god but Allah, and Moses is the Converser with Allah"; Jesus: "There is no god but Allah, and Jesus is the Spirit of Allah," etc. 

Many Muslims utter the Shahada in the ears of the newly-born infants, and is the last word of the dying and whispered into their ears when the power of speech is gone. At the Muslim graveyard, all repeat it in unision. 

Shahada is mentioned after "Allahu Akbar" and at the end of prayer. It is done with first finger of right hand extended as a witness to the unity of Allah. 

In the Muslim Brotherhood, they repeat prayer for forgiveness 100 times, prayer for Muhammad 100 times, and Shahada 100 times. Repeating the Shahada is believed to be an act of piety. 

One tradition says that Hell fire will not touch anyone who has repeated "la ilaha illa 'llah". Another says that by repeating the Shahada 100 times, a man will "be raised up by Allah on the Day of Resurrection with a face shining like the moon on the night of its fullness." Another has Muhammad saying: "He who dies while acknowledging that there is no deity save Allah, and holds fast to his belief in it, will enter Paradise." Another has Muhammad saying: "A man will be brought along to the Balance on the Day, and there will be brought out for him 99 scrolls, every scroll of them stretching as far as the eye can reach, in which are written his sins and his guilty acts, and they will be put in one pan of the Balances. Then a piece of paper will be brought out about the size of an ant, on which is written the confession, 'There is no deity but Allah, and Muhammad is his servant and his apostle,' which will be put in the other pan, and it will outweigh all his wrong doings." (Traditions from Khazinat al-Asrar, Cairo, 1343 AH, see also [*, *, *, *]) 

Compare with Deuteronomy 4:35; 6:4, Isaiah 44:6; 45:21, Jeremiah 23:24, Mark 12:29-31, John 17:3. 

* Some Muslims, however, view the second part of the Shahada as shirk, since, they reasoned, it associates Muhammad with Allah. They only recite the first part of this formula. 

The true Shahada (on John 17:3)
http://www.answering-islam.org/authors/rogers/true_shahada.html                

By Anthony Rogers. All emphases are the author’s

"This is eternal life, that they may know You, the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom You have sent." (John 17:3) 
The words of Christ cited above are made up of several easily discernible notions, notions that are just as fundamental to everything Christian as they are contrary to all things Islamic. The disparity that exists here readily appears when a comparison is made between the foregoing statement of Christ and the fundamental confession of Islam, the so-called Shahada: "I witness that there is no god but Allah, and Muhammad is the messenger of Allah." 

Though Christians have not made John 17:3 into a creed to be feverishly chanted; nor made a wooden and ceremonious recital of it the condition of entrance into the fold of Christianity; nor turned it into something necessarily positioned at the beginning of certain prayers in order for those prayers to be heard by God; nor do they whisper it like magic words into the ears of newborn babies; nevertheless, the truths that it bespeaks are affirmed and experienced by all Christians everywhere. Its importance in this latter sense is undeniable. 
That the bulk of the world's Muslims do put their Shahada to such a use points up its importance relative to Islam. The relative minority of Muslims who have not accepted its formulaic use - pointing out that it is nowhere found in the Qur’an as such - nonetheless accept as true all of its central declarations. 


John 17:3 

An Islamic Proof-Text? 

In spite of the obvious differences between these two "creeds", many Muslims believe that John 17:3 is a leftover Islamic proof-text found in an otherwise corrupted book. Rather than teaching cardinal Christian truths, this passage is said to support two of the basic contentions of Islam over against Christianity: 1) a unitarian-Islamic version of monotheism, and 2) a denial of the deity of Christ. 

The first claim is immediately undermined by the fact that the one whom Jesus calls "the only true God" is the Father (John 17:1-2), a notion that Muslims anathematize. Therefore, even if this were some kind of unitarianism, it is certainly not Islamic-unitarianism. 

As for the second claim, that Jesus is not God, it rests on a logical fallacy. The reasoning goes something like this: The Father is the only true God; Jesus is not the Father; therefore, Jesus is not God. When stated more formally, the argument takes the following form: A is B; C is not A; therefore, C is not B. 

Even someone untrained in logic should be able to immediately see that this is fallacious. It is no different than arguing the following: Plato (A) is mortal (B); Socrates (C) is not Plato (A); therefore, Socrates (C) is not mortal (B). Both arguments - the one against Christ's deity and the one against Socrates mortality - take the same form; hence, both are fallacious. Things would be different if the text said "only the Father is God", or "the Father alone is the only true God", but it does not. [Muslim apologist Shabir Ally seems to recognize this, at least implicitly, assuming his remark wasn't intentional, for he unwittingly misquotes this verse in one of his articles attacking the deity of Christ, saying: "Jesus too confirmed that the Father alone is the only true God (see John 17:1-3)".]1 

{This argument might also be stated in the form of a conditional: "If one is the Father, then one is the only true God; Jesus is not the Father; therefore, Jesus is not the only true God". In this case, the fallacy committed is that of denying the antecedent. As above, things would be different if the text would yield: "If and only if one is the Father..." As above, this, too, is ruled out by the text. That much is clear.} 

Thus, in saying that the Father is the only true God in John 17:3, the deity of Jesus is neither affirmed nor denied, for it might be that Jesus is one with the Father or that He shares His Father's nature, a claim that Jesus repeatedly makes elsewhere in various ways. 

In sum, then, the conclusion at this point must be that the text stands over against Islamic-unitarianism and does not deny the deity of Christ. For these two reasons, we must conclude that John 17:3 is decidedly not an Islamic proof-text. 

The Trinity, the Deity of Christ, and Eternal Life 

It needs to be said at this point, if Muslims believe this verse is an uncorrupted witness of the truth, for only on that basis would it have been of any value in confirming the (supposed) truths of Islam, then the verse is also authoritative when it is discovered to teach contrary to what Muslims hold near and dear. An authority that is only submitted to when it agrees with what we feel or want to be true is a sham authority; more than this, our submission to it would be a sham submission. Any attempt to reject the authority or integrity of John 17:3 after it is shown to neither support Islam nor confute classical Christian orthodoxy will be ad hoc, showing a radical failure to submit to the authority of God, contrary to the boast of Muslims the world over. 

With that being said, three things point up the fact that this verse supports the Trinity and the Deity of Christ: first, it teaches the unity of God, as is manifest by the phrase "you, the only true God"; second, it teaches that the Father and the Son are personally distinct, as is manifest by the phrase "and Jesus Christ whom you have sent"; and third, it teaches that Jesus is God, co-equal with the Father, for, as John Gill put it: "...was he not [God], he would never, as here, join himself with [the Father] the only true God; and besides, eternal life is made to depend as much upon the knowledge of him, as of the Father."2 

It is on the third or last point that Muslims would undoubtedly voice the most protest, but several incontrovertible things make it quite impossible for them to base this protest on any revealed or logical grounds. 


1. The Conjoining of Father and Son 

That the apostolic writings repeatedly join the Father and the Son, as we find here in John 17, can hardly be gainsaid; that they do so in a unique way, one that defies any claim that Christ is a mere creature on a par with Muhammad, is easily attested. It is sufficient in this regard to note just two examples: "Whoever denies the Son does not have the Father; the one who confesses the Son has the Father also (1 John 2:23)"; likewise, we are told that all who want to honor the Father will also honor the Son "... even as they honor the Father. He who does not honor the Son does not honor the Father who sent Him." (John 5:23)." This kind of close association between the Father and the Son is tantamount to the sin of shirk in Islamic theology (were it not true), and if it is not, then nothing is. 

A number of Muslims seem to recognize this pattern of thought when they refuse to confess the second half of their own creed, i.e., the words pertaining to Muhammad. This was alluded to earlier as one of the perennial disputes between the main body of Muslims and a smaller but growing and vocal group of Muslims known as Submitters who follow the teachings of Rashad Khalifa.3 
These Muslims recognize that to associate Muhammad too closely with Allah, as most Muslims seem to do in practice when they repeatedly recite and intensely chant their Shahada, is to run perilously close to making a deity out of Muhammad. They may not call Muhammad God by name, but here the old adage applies: actions speak louder than words. Indeed, outright fetishism for Muhammad is not unknown in the Islamic world and the seeds for it are found right here, not to mention many other places in Islamic teaching. 


2. Father and Son are Coordinate Sources of Eternal Life 

The close conjoining of Father and Son leads to a further point, or at least to a deepening significance of the previous point. The fact that eternal life consists in a saving knowledge of both the Father and the Son, not one without the other, also bespeaks the closest possible relation between them. Also, it should be observed that the kind of knowledge spoken of here is not purely propositional or notional but involves a deeply personal and experiential component. To have eternal life is to have a deep, personal relationship with or knowledge of both the Father and the Son. And John 17 asserts that knowing the Father unto eternal life is not possible apart from simultaneously knowing and having fellowship with the Son, and says that having fellowship with the Son is having what the Son has had (i.e., fellowship) with the Father from all eternity. This very clearly assumes the loftiest conception of Christ. 

This understanding is confirmed elsewhere by the apostle John, who is the same divinely commissioned apostle that recorded the words of Christ that are found in John 17. To take one example, John said the following in his first epistle: 

"What was from the beginning, what we have heard, what we have seen with our eyes, what we have looked at and touched with our hands, concerning the Word of Life - and the life was manifested, and we have seen and testify and proclaim to you the eternal life, which was with the Father and was manifested to us - what we have seen and heard we proclaim to you also, so that you too may have fellowship with us; and indeed our fellowship is with the Father, and with His Son Jesus Christ. These things we write, so that our joy may be made complete." (vss. 1-4) 


3. Contextually Relevant Considerations 

Although the Muslim creed does not have a context to safeguard it from misinterpretation,4 Christ’s statement in John 17:3 is part of a larger context. The context of John 17:3 therefore becomes relevant to gleaning a proper understanding of the verse. And the context very clearly teaches that Christ pre-existed his incarnation - at which time, and in connection with taking human nature upon Himself, he was given authority to wield, words to speak, a work to do, and people to save – and not only so, but he pre-existed from eternity, before the world was, and in glory, the same glory that the Father has. Indeed, not only did Jesus exist in glory, a glory on full display in eternity but cloaked during the time of his suffering, but, upon accomplishing the God-glorifying and man-saving work that he came to perform, He was going to return to and in turn be glorified by the Father. To read it more in context, it becomes quite apparent that Jesus puts Himself forth as vastly greater than any mere creature: 

Jesus spoke these things; and lifting up His eyes to heaven, He said, "Father, the hour has come; glorify Your Son, that the Son may glorify You, even as You gave Him authority over all flesh, that to all whom You have given Him, He may give eternal life. This is eternal life, that they may know You, the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom You have sent. I glorified You on the earth, having accomplished the work which You have given Me to do. Now, Father, glorify Me together with Yourself, with the glory which I had with You before the world was." 

In fact, anyone who can read John 17 and still hold that these are the words of someone who thinks he was just another person on a par with all other creatures and even the best of prophets is invited to read the passage again and mentally insert the name of Muhammad in the place of Christ and see if it doesn’t (appropriately) strike them as blasphemous. 


The Contrast and the Conclusion 

As has been demonstrated, these two "creeds" are worlds apart. Unlike the words of Christ in John 17:3 which Muslims so often lay claim to, the Muhammadan creed knows nothing of the Fatherhood of God, the divine Sonship of Jesus, or that saving knowledge and intimate fellowship with the Father and the Son that belongs to those who believe. Furthermore, unlike confessing the Father and the Son, confessing Allah and Muhammad bring no assured word of salvation, no promise of eternal life, something the Muslim creed conspicuously, but nonetheless appropriately, lacks. 

In the end, Allah turns out to be an idol and Muhammad a worthless prophet, for to know the one through the word of the other brings no promise or assurance of eternal life; indeed, in Islam, where Allah does not beget neither is He begotten, the very quality of eternal life is anathematized, for according to Christ it consists of fellowship with the Father and the Son and Muslims do not know either one. 

"And we know that the Son of God has come, and has given us understanding so that we may know Him who is true; and we are in Him who is true, in His Son Jesus Christ. This is the true God and eternal life. Little children, guard yourselves from idols." (1 John 5:20) 

As the true God, Christ’s is the true Shahada. "This is eternal life, that they may know You, the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom You have sent." (John 17:3) To confess this with your mouth and believe this in your heart means life eternal. 

 



Originally published on Anthony Roger's blog, Semper Paratus, this article was updated and expanded for publication on Answering Islam. 



Footnotes

1 Accessed on the following website: http://www.islam-guide.com/ch3-10-1.htm#s6
2 Found in John Gill’s Exposition of the Entire Bible, which can be found here: http://eword.gospelcom.net/comments/john/gill/john17.htm
3 For an example of what Submitters contend, see these articles: http://www.submission.org/shahada.html, http://submission.org/muhammed/shahada.html
4 Although John 17:3 appears in the Bible that Christians look to as the inspired Word of God, the Islamic creed finds no place as such in the Qur’an, the book Muslims believe to be the word of their god – Allah, see footnote 3.
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