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MICHAEL PRABHU SEPTEMBER 13, 2021
Swiss Guard to admit women?
https://www.catholicculture.org/news/headlines/index.cfm?storyid=52202  
September 13, 2021 
CWN Editor's Note: A new residence for members of the Swiss Guard is being designed to house female recruits, the Reuters news service reports. The Swiss Guard is currently confined to men, and members live in a barracks on the Vatican grounds. A spokesman for the firm supervising construction of a new residence said “it was important to us that the new building provide space for serving women.”
Vatican officials declined to comment on whether the Pope might allow women to enter the unit.
Vatican Swiss Guard's new barracks designed to include women, newspaper says
https://www.reuters.com/world/europe/vatican-swiss-guards-new-barracks-designed-include-women-newspaper-says-2021-09-12/  
September 12, 2021
The new barracks of the Vatican Swiss Guard, the elite and colourfully dressed corps that protects the pope, will be designed to accommodate female guards even though they are not yet allowed, a Swiss newspaper reported on Sunday.
Nearly all of the guard are single men who live in a communal barracks just inside the Vatican gates. The commanders and married members live in separate apartments. All members are Swiss citizens.

The 50 million Swiss franc ($54.49 million) project for a new barracks is due to be completed by 2026 and will upgrade the guards' quarters to single rooms with private bathrooms, Swiss newspaper SonntagsZeitung reported.

"From the beginning it was important to us that the new building provide space for serving women," the newspaper quoted Jean-Pierre Roth, who heads the foundation overseeing the project, as saying.

Allowing female recruits would require the pope's approval. The president of the Foundation of the Pontifical Swiss Guard, which supports the guard financially, said that would help to find new recruits for the 135-strong corps, which needs to hire around 30-35 a year to keep the number stable.
"As soon as female guards are allowed, the guard's recruitment potential will increase," foundation President Ruth Metzler-Arnold, told the newspaper.

A Vatican spokesman travelling with the pope in Hungary and Slovakia said he was not aware of the report and a security source aboard the papal plane said "We'll see" when asked if the Swiss Guard would one day allow women.

($1 = 0.9176 Swiss francs)

