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MICHAEL PRABHU SEPTEMBER 20, 2021
The Weapon of the St. Gallen Mafia is Synodality
 Cardinal Martini lives on.
https://onepeterfive.com/the-weapon-of-the-st-gallen-mafia-is-synodality/    
Julia Meloni, September 20, 2021

ST GALLEN MAFIA’S LONG WAR TO CHANGE PRIESTHOOD WILL HAVE DECISIVE MOMENT AT AMAZON SYNOD 4 JULY 2019 

http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/ST_GALLEN_MAFIAS_LONG_WAR_TO_CHANGE_PRIESTHOOD_WILL_HAVE_DECISIVE_MOMENT_AT_AMAZON_SYNOD.doc
FILM LINKS FRANCIS TO MASONIC ‘ST. GALLEN MAFIA’ 10 JUNE 2021 JULES GOMES 
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/FILM_LINKS_FRANCIS_TO_MASONIC_ST_GALLEN_MAFIA.doc
THE ST. GALLEN MAFIA AND THE LATIN MASS 24 AUGUST 2021
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/THE_ST_GALLEN_MAFIA_AND_THE_LATIN_MASS.doc
This is a story about the origins of the “synod on synodality.”
It is a story about dreams—and déjà vu.
All his life, Carlo Maria Martini (pictured above left) was a dreamer. In the Italian documentary Vedete, Sono Uno di Voi, we hear Martini’s conviction that only dreams make reality bearable.

As a boy, Martini’s dream had been to throw himself into studying the Holy Bible. He grew up to be a respected Biblical scholar—until Pope John Paul II plucked the shy Jesuit from his books to become the new Archbishop of Milan.

That’s when the other dream gripped him.

In 1981—says biographer Marco Garzonio—Martini “began to speak of a ‘synodal Church,’” categorizing this goal as a “dream.” According to Garzonio, this was a “dream” because “as a realistic person, as well as a prudent Jesuit, he had understood that his arguments did not constitute material welcome to the leadership.”

“He presented his ideas as a goal that was perhaps a long way away, but he was not silent,” says Garzonio.

This tension between dreams and reality gnawed at Martini—and by 1999, he could no longer wait.

For Martini—the bookish Biblical scholar—had a secret. Since the mid-1990s, he had been leading the St. Gallen mafia. It was a clandestine group of high-ranking churchmen opposed to then-Cardinal Joseph Ratzinger. These men favored decentralizing and revolutionizing the Church—and, it is said, they at first wanted Martini to be pope.

At the mafia’s January 1999 meeting (according to the authorized biography of member Godfried Danneels), Martini shared the latest permutation of his dream. He said he wanted a new council.

A new council. It was the deepest dream of a man who would one day tell Aldo Maria Valli that the time of Vatican II had been the greatest period of his life (Valli, Storia di un Uomo: Ritratto di Carlo Maria Martini).

Later that year, at a synod on Europe, Martini stood up and shared a version of this “dream.” Invoking Vatican II’s memory, he spoke of a future “collegial and authoritative consultation among all the bishops.” Then he listed the “key issues” to address collegially, from “sexuality” to the “deficit… of ordained ministers.”

“Though Martini never used the words ‘a new council,’ the Italian press wasted little time reporting his comments that way,” says vaticanista John Allen, Jr. “Others, however, say Martini was talking about a new instrument between a synod and a council.”

Yet according to Garzonio, there was an edge of “bitterness and disappointment” in Martini’s voice. For as the new millennium approached, his dream remained elusive, unrealized.

Time passed. Martini revealed he was ill with Parkinson’s and retired to Jerusalem in 2002; Ratzinger was elected as Pope Benedict XVI in 2005; the St. Gallen mafia allegedly broke up around 2006; Martini died in 2012.

That’s when the déjà vu began.

***

“When Cardinal Martini talked about focusing on the councils and synods he knew how long and difficult it would be to go in that direction. Gently, but firmly and tenaciously.”
It was October 2013, and a new pope, Francis, was telling journalist Eugenio Scalfari of his plans to copy Martini’s focus on “councils and synods.” Soon, Pope Francis announced a synod on the family—and tapped St. Gallen alumnus Cardinal Walter Kasper to deliver an agenda-setting address at a key consistory. The subject of Kasper’s crusade was Communion for the divorced and civilly remarried, which Ratzinger had formally condemned through the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith in 1994.

The eerie part was that in 2009 Martini had himself told Scalfari that his dream was to hold, first of all, a council on the divorced (Scalfari, Il Dio Unico e la Società Moderna, p. 21). The opening synodal maneuver of the Francis pontificate had been presaged, years in advance, by another Scalfari interview.

In 2015, vaticanista Sandro Magister began decoding Martini’s 1999 “dream” speech as a blueprint for the Francis pontificate. Spotting the uncanny symmetry between Martini’s old wish list and Francis’s synods, Magister accurately predicted that the next synod after the family synods would address the ordination of married men.

Meanwhile, in 2016, vaticanista Edward Pentin—author of a key book on the rigging of Pope Francis’s first synod—published a report highlighting concerns about synodality’s subversive potential. As Pentin put it:

[S]ome are concerned that [synodality] is essentially ‘protestantizing’ the Church, turning it into a quasi-democratic republic rather than a papal monarchy that safeguards and defends Church doctrine.

One Church observer, an expert in ecclesiology… believes synodality as it is currently being discussed has Trotzkyist connotations (‘permanent synodality’ being synonymous with ‘permanent revolution’).

The current emphasis on synodality partly derives from the aspirations of the late Jesuit Cardinal Carlo Martini who hoped for ‘a sort of permanent council of regents for the Church, beside the Pope.’ He was one of the first to propose the model of a ‘synodal’ Church in which the Pope no longer governs as an absolute monarch.

Which means that the upcoming “synod on synodality” isn’t just a self-referential bureaucratic exercise.

“Given the tensions and acrimony associated with recent synods, and especially the national ‘Synodal Path’ underway in Germany, which critics say could lead the country’s Church into schism, apprehension is growing about the disunifying effects of this kind of governance and its tendency to be used to introduce heterodoxy into the Church,” Pentin notes.

The official preparatory document of the synod on synodality does little to soothe these fears. Mentioning some version of the terms “synod,” “synodal,” or “synodality” over sixty-five times, the document seems fixated on the very concept that Martini wanted to weaponize. The accompanying Vademecum text, notably, alludes to the controversial “synodal journey” in Germany. But it does not condemn this potentially schismatic energy; rather, it urges the country to “creatively articulate the synodal processes already underway.”

When the preparatory document, meanwhile, goes on to suggest “remaining open to the surprises that the Spirit will certainly prepare for us,” the déjà vu is undeniable: in Night Conversations, Martini had already talked of being “open to the surprises of the Holy Spirit.”

Because, almost a decade after his death, Martini still won’t let go. The synod on synodality will be yet another battle to escape the hold of a dream that refuses to die. With a synod about the very weapon of the St. Gallen mafia—a synod apparently approving the German path to schism—this could be the end game: Martini’s dream come true.

Julia Meloni is the author of The St. Gallen Mafia (TAN, 2021). 
SYNOD ON SYNODALITY-RELATED FILES IN CHRONOLOGICAL ORDER
PREPARATORY DOCUMENT FOR A SYNODAL CHURCH, FOR THE 16TH ORDINARY GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE SYNOD OF BISHOPS OCTOBER 9-10, 2021 FRANCIS 7 SEPTEMBER 2021

http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/PREPARATORY_DOCUMENT_FOR_A_SYNODAL_CHURCH_FOR_THE_16TH_ORDINARY_GENERAL_ASSEMBLY_OF_THE_SYNOD_OF_BISHOPS_OCTOBER_9-10_2021.doc
MISSION VADEMECUM OR HANDBOOK FOR THE SYNOD ON SYNODALITY 2021-2023 FRANCIS 7 SEPTEMBER 2021
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/MISSION_VADEMECUM_OR_HANDBOOK_FOR_THE_SYNOD_ON_SYNODALITY_2021-2023.doc
VATICAN RELEASES SYNOD ON SYNODALITY PREPARATORY DOCUMENT 7 SEPTEMBER 2021
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/VATICAN_RELEASES_SYNOD_ON_SYNODALITY_PREPARATORY_DOCUMENT.doc
VATICAN RELEASES SYNOD ON SYNODALITY PREPARATORY DOCUMENT-02 7 SEPTEMBER 2021
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/VATICAN_RELEASES_SYNOD_ON_SYNODALITY_PREPARATORY_DOCUMENT-02.doc
PREPARATORY DOCUMENT ON SYNODALITY PREFIGURES A CONFUSING SYNOD 7 SEPTEMBER 2021
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/PREPARATORY_DOCUMENT_ON_SYNODALITY_PREFIGURES_A_CONFUSING_SYNOD.doc
SYNODALITY HAS BEEN DECRIED BY LEADING PRELATES OF THE CATHOLIC CHURCH.

MORE SYNODALITY-RELATED FILES [LIST INCOMPLETE FOR SEP-OCT 2021]
SYNODALITY IN THE LIFE AND MISSION OF THE CHURCH FRANCIS/INTERNATIONAL THEOLOGICAL COMMISSION 2 MARCH 2018
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/SYNODALITY_IN_THE_LIFE_AND_MISSION_OF_THE_CHURCH.doc
EPISCOPALIS COMMUNIO – ON A SYNODAL CHURCH FRANCIS 15 SEPTEMBER 2018
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/EPISCOPALIS_COMMUNIO.doc
QUO VADIS PAPA FRANCISCO 26-THE DECENTRALIZATION OF DOCTRINAL AUTHORITY (SYNODALITY AND COLLEGIALITY) 12 APRIL 2016 111 PAGES
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/QUO_VADIS_PAPA_FRANCISCO_26-THE_DECENTRALIZATION_OF_DOCTRINAL_AUTHORITY.doc
COLLEGIALITY AND EUCHARISTIC INTEGRITY 23 JUNE 2021
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/COLLEGIALITY_AND_EUCHARISTIC_INTEGRITY.doc
A SHORT DEFENSE OF AUTHENTIC SYNODALITY 10 DECEMBER 2018
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/A_SHORT_DEFENSE_OF_AUTHENTIC_SYNODALITY.doc
WHERE DID ALL THESE REFERENCES TO “SYNODALITY” COME FROM? 7 MAY 2019
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/WHERE_DID_ALL_THESE_REFERENCES_TO_SYNODALITY_COME_FROM.doc
GERMAN BISHOPS’ “SYNODAL PATH” LEADS TO A “CATASTROPHE”-CARDINAL BRANDMULLER 29 JULY 2019 - AMAZON SYNOD 
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/GERMAN_BISHOPS_SYNODAL_PATH_LEADS_TO_A_CATASTROPHE-CARDINAL_BRANDMULLER.doc
VATICAN CARDINAL OUELLET WARNS GERMAN BISHOPS “SYNODAL PATH” REFORMS ARE “NOT VALID” 13 SEPTEMBER 2019 - AMAZON SYNOD 
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/VATICAN_CARDINAL_OUELLET_WARNS_GERMAN_BISHOPS_SYNODAL_PATH_REFORMS_ARE_NOT_VALID.doc
MARIANNE SCHLOSSER, THEOLOGIAN, REJECTS GERMAN BISHOPS’ SYNODAL PATH 23 SEPTEMBER 2019
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/MARIANNE_SCHLOSSER_THEOLOGIAN_REJECTS_GERMAN_BISHOPS_SYNODAL_PATH.doc 

CDL BRANDMULLER WARNS GERMAN CHURCH AGAINST SYNODAL PATH THAT LEADS TO “FINAL DECLINE” 1 OCTOBER 2019 - AMAZON SYNOD 

http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/CDL_BRANDMULLER_WARNS_GERMAN_CHURCH_AGAINST_SYNODAL_PATH_THAT_LEADS_TO_FINAL_DECLINE.doc
"IN SEARCH OF NEW PATHWAYS"–ON DAY ONE, A SYNODAL SPLASH 7 OCTOBER 2019 – AMAZON SYNOD 

http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/IN_SEARCH_OF_NEW_PATHWAYS–ON_DAY_ONE_A_SYNODAL_SPLASH.doc
SYNODALITY BROUGHT PAGANS TO “REJECT IDOLATRY”, POPE SAYS 23 OCTOBER 2019
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/SYNODALITY_BROUGHT_PAGANS_TO_REJECT_IDOLATRY_POPE_SAYS.doc
FOCUS ON ROLE OF WOMEN, INCULTURATION, SYNODALITY 23 OCTOBER 2019 - AMAZON SYNOD 
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/FOCUS_ON_ROLE_OF_WOMEN_INCULTURATION_SYNODALITY.doc
THE “SYNODALITY” MASQUERADE13 NOVEMBER 2019 - AMAZON SYNOD 
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/THE_SYNODALITY_MASQUERADE.doc
THE IMPACT OF POPE FRANCIS’ PROMOTION OF SYNODALITY 20 NOVEMBER 2019
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/THE_IMPACT_OF_POPE_FRANCIS_PROMOTION_OF_SYNODALITY.doc
THERE IS NO SYNODALITY WITHOUT FIDELITY TO DOCTRINE 14 DECEMBER 2019 - AMAZON SYNOD
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/THERE_IS_NO_SYNODALITY_WITHOUT_FIDELITY_TO_DOCTRINE.doc
BISHOPS SHOWCASE ‘NON-BINARY’ YOUTH AT OPENING OF GERMAN SYNODAL PATH 10 FEBRUARY 2020
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/BISHOPS_SHOWCASE_NON-BINARY_YOUTH_AT_OPENING_OF_GERMAN_SYNODAL_PATH.doc
CANONIST MOCKS FARCE OF GERMAN SYNODAL PATH IN WAKE OF QUERIDA AMAZONIA 15 FEBRUARY 2020
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/CANONIST_MOCKS_FARCE_OF_GERMAN_SYNODAL_PATH_IN_WAKE_OF_QUERIDA_AMAZONIA.doc
FRANCIS CALLS FOR NEXT BISHOPS’ SYNOD TO BE ON SYNODALITY 9 MARCH 2020
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/FRANCIS_CALLS_FOR_NEXT_BISHOPS_SYNOD_TO_BE_ON_SYNODALITY.doc
INFLUENTIAL GERMAN JESUIT BEHIND SYNODAL PATH STEPS DOWN 9 JANUARY 2021 
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/INFLUENTIAL_GERMAN_JESUIT_BEHIND_SYNODAL_PATH_STEPS_DOWN.doc
GERMAN BISHOP CASTIGATES GERMAN SYNODAL WAY PROCEDURES 4 FEBRUARY 2021
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/GERMAN_BISHOP_CASTIGATES_GERMAN_SYNODAL_WAY_PROCEDURES.doc
CONCERNING ‘SYNODALITY’ 10 FEBRUARY 2021
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/CONCERNING_SYNODALITY.doc
LUTHER’S HEIR RIPS FRANCIS’ SYNODAL WAY 6 MAY 2021
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/LUTHERS_HEIR_RIPS_FRANCIS_SYNODAL_WAY.doc
‘SYNODALITY’ IS FRANCIS’ LONG-GAME PLAN TO CHANGE CHURCH-CDL. TOBIN 18 MAY 2021
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/SYNODALITY_IS_FRANCIS_LONG-GAME_PLAN_TO_CHANGE_CHURCH-CDL_TOBIN.doc
FRANCIS’ SYNOD ON SYNODALITY BECOMES YEARLONG PROCESS WITH LAY PARTICIPATION 21 MAY 2021

http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/FRANCIS_SYNOD_ON_SYNODALITY_BECOMES_YEARLONG_PROCESS_WITH_LAY_PARTICIPATION.doc
2023 SYNOD ON SYNODALITY-A PROCESS ABOUT PROCESSES 26 MAY 2021
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/2023_SYNOD_ON_SYNODALITY-A_PROCESS_ABOUT_PROCESSES.doc
SYNODALITY BOOSTS GREEN AGENDA IN THE CHURCH 2 JUNE 2021
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/SYNODALITY_BOOSTS_GREEN_AGENDA_IN_THE_CHURCH.doc
EXPLAINING THE GERMAN ‘SYNODAL WAY’ 14 JUNE 2021
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/EXPLAINING_THE_GERMAN_SYNODAL_WAY.doc
FRANCIS ENCOURAGES GERMAN BISHOPS’ SYNODAL PATH 24 JUNE 2021 
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/FRANCIS_ENCOURAGES_GERMAN_BISHOPS_SYNODAL_PATH.doc
FRANCIS APPOINTS JESUIT CARDINAL TO KEY SYNOD ON SYNODALITY POSITION 8 JULY 2021
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/FRANCIS_APPOINTS_JESUIT_CARDINAL_TO_KEY_SYNOD_ON_SYNODALITY_POSITION.doc
TWO PARALLEL CATHOLIC CHURCHES AT THE SAME TIME? 8 JULY 2021
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/TWO_PARALLEL_CATHOLIC_CHURCHES_AT_THE_SAME_TIME.doc
SYNODALITY IS WHAT YOU MAKE OF IT 15 JULY 2021
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/SYNODALITY_IS_WHAT_YOU_MAKE_OF_IT.doc
CDL. MULLER CRITIQUES FRANCIS’ HARSHNESS ON TRADITIONIS CUSTODES AS COMPARED TO GERMAN SYNODAL WAY 19 JULY 2021
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/CDL_MULLER_CRITIQUES_FRANCIS_HARSHNESS_ON_TRADITIONIS_CUSTODES_AS_COMPARED_TO_GERMAN_SYNODAL_WAY.doc
‘SYNODALITY’ IS THE SMOKE OF SATAN IN THE CHURCH 26 JULY 2021
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/SYNODALITY_IS_THE_SMOKE_OF_SATAN IN_THE_CHURCH.doc
SYNOD ON SYNODALITY-HOW ITS DOCUMENTS COULD FUEL CONFLICT BETWEEN LAITY AND BISHOPS 8 SEPTEMBER 2021
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/SYNOD_ON_SYNODALITY-HOW_ITS_DOCUMENTS_COULD_FUEL_CONFLICT_BETWEEN_LAITY_AND_BISHOPS.doc
SYNODALITY IS WHAT YOU MAKE OF IT-02 9 SEPTEMBER 2021
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/SYNODALITY_IS_WHAT_YOU_MAKE_OF_IT-02.doc
2023 SYNOD ON SYNODALITY FACES CREDIBILITY AND PRACTICALITY GAP 17 SEPTEMBER 2021
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/2023_SYNOD_ON_SYNODALITY_FACES_CREDIBILITY_AND_PRACTICALITY_GAP.doc
HOW SHOULD CATHOLICS RESPOND TO THE SYNOD ON SYNODALITY? 18 SEPTEMBER 2021
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/HOW_SHOULD_CATHOLICS_RESPOND_TO_THE_SYNOD_ON_SYNODALITY.doc
POPE FRANCIS’ AMBITIOUS SYNOD ON SYNODALITY 18 SEPTEMBER 2021 
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/POPE_FRANCIS_AMBITIOUS_SYNOD_ON_SYNODALITY.doc
ABP. FELIX MACHADO AND BP. LUMEN MONTEIRO INITIATE FRANCIS’ SYNODALITY PUSH IN INDIAN CHURCH 10 SEPTEMBER/4 OCTOBER 2021
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/ABP_FELIX_MACHADO_AND_BP_LUMEN_MONTEIRO_INITIATE_FRANCIS_SYNODALITY_PUSH_IN_INDIAN_CHURCH.doc
GERMAN SYNODAL WAY SESSION VOTES BY A MAJORITY TO NOT HAVE PRIESTS IN THE CHURCH 6 OCTOBER 2021 VIDEO
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/GERMAN_SYNODAL_WAY_SESSION_VOTES_BY_A_MAJORITY_TO_NOT_HAVE_PRIESTS_IN_THE_CHURCH.doc
FRANCIS AND THE GERMAN CHURCH’S SYNODAL PATH-BP. ATHANASIUS SCHNEIDER VIDEO 7/8 OCTOBER 2021
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/FRANCIS_AND_THE_GERMAN_CHURCHS_SYNODAL_PATH-BP_ATHANASIUS_SCHNEIDER.doc
FRANCIS CALLS FOR OPENNESS TO THE ‘SPIRIT OF THE AGE’. IS THIS VATICAN III?-DR. JULES GOMES VIDEO 13 OCTOBER 2021
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/FRANCIS_CALLS_FOR_OPENNESS_TO_THE_SPIRIT_OF_THE_AGE_IS_THIS_VATICAN_III-DR_JULES_GOMES.doc
LINKED FILES TO BE UPDATED:
POPE FRANCIS FILES AT THIS MINISTRY’S WEBSITE AS ON 1 OCTOBER 2021 (1100+)

http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/POPE_FRANCIS_FILES_AT_THIS_MINISTRYS_WEBSITE.doc
AMAZON SYNOD FILES AT THIS MINISTRY’S WEBSITE AS ON OCTOBER 2021 (1350+) 
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/AMAZON_SYNOD_FILES_AT_THIS_MINISTRYS_WEBSITE.doc
