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Syro-Malabar Church embroiled in forgery case
Syro-Malabar Church document forgery case: IIT Madras researcher arrested
http://www.newindianexpress.com/cities/kochi/2019/may/20/syro-malabar-church-document-forgery-case-iit-madras-researcher-arrested-1979152.html
Kochi, May 20, 2019
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The forged documents case, which rocked the Syro-Malabar Church, saw an intriguing twist on Sunday with the arrest of 24-year-old techie Adithya Valavi. Sources said Adithya allegedly e-mailed the documents to senior priest of Syro-Malabar Church Fr Paul Thelakkat, which were used to defame Cardinal George Alenchery. 
According to police, Adithya, a resident of Konthuruthi and researcher at IIT Madras, e-mailed the document found in the server of a multinational company to Fr Thelakkat. Police said the motive behind the forgery is under investigation, even as speculations were rife about the involvement of a young priest, Fr Antony Kallookaran, vicar of Muringoor Sanjoe Nagar Church, in the case. According to sources, Adithya had e-mailed the documents as instructed by Fr Kallookaran.

The police are yet to identify the documents and their source. “The documents are indeed forged. We have not yet identified any such document in the server of the company he was working for. The motive behind the forgery is under investigation”, said a police officer.  The police have registered a case under IPC Sections 468 (forgery for purpose of cheating) and 471 (using a forged document as genuine one).

The disappearance of a document in the server may occur when a new server is introduced. “During crime investigation, the timing and purpose of obtaining a particular document from a specific server, are very important. There are several possibilities for the disappearance of documents online. If one server in the chain is changed, then the entire document database may get wiped out, and we will not be able to source the documents thereafter,” said Dhanya Menon, cyber investigator.

Cardinal George Alencherry who responded to the media regarding the arrest of the techie said the police and Court would decide on whether there was any conspiracy in the forgery.  A protest by a group of people, including vicar of the Church of St John Nepumsian, Konthuruthy, Fr Mathew Edassery, was staged on Friday in front of the Aluva DySP office after Adithya was taken into custody.

Adithya Valavi, priest quizzed in church forgery case
https://www.deccanchronicle.com/nation/current-affairs/020619/adithya-valavi-priest-quizzed-in-church-forgery-case.html
Kochi, June 2, 2019
Adithya Valavi, the third accused in the alleged forgery of bank documents in the Church land scam case, appeared before the special investigation team for questioning along with fourth accused Fr Antony Kallookaran on Saturday. First accused Fr Paul Thelakat, who did not come to the cyber cell police station here, will turn up in the coming days, the police said.
Adithya, who is out on bail, was undergoing treatment at a hospital at Angamaly. He appeared before the police in the morning and the police quizzed both of them till 4 p.m.

According to K.A. Vidyadharan, DySP, Aluva, and the investigating officer, the officials were examining the laptops of both the priests. "We are currently extracting the details of the emails from the laptops through their mail accounts. It is a long process," he said. "
A meeting will be convened to decide on tomorrow's process of questioning. The interrogation will continue in the coming days," he said.

The investigators want to question the three together and they have given time till June 5 to complete the questioning. The Ernakulam principal sessions court had allowed the police to interrogate the priests in the presence of an advocate from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. with enough break time.

The case was registered based on a complaint of the Church of forging documents to defame Cardinal Mar George Alencherry. Adithya sent the documents to Fr Thelakkat who handed it over to Bishop Jacob Manathodath, the apostolic administrator of Ernakulam - Angamaly archdiocese.

He submitted it before the Syro- Malabar Church synod to check its veracity. The police arrested Adithya and charged him with forgery, and his lawyers had alleged severe police excess in the case.

Kochi: New twist in church record forgery case
https://www.deccanchronicle.com/nation/current-affairs/190519/kochi-new-twist-in-church-record-forgery-case.html
Kochi, May 19, 2019

The ‘forged’ document case linked with the Syro-Malabar Church took a new turn with the investigation team taking into custody a young engineering graduate from IIT identified as Aditya Valavi for questioning.
He was being held in the Aluva DySP’s office since Thursday. The police remained tight-lipped about the incident even as a group of people led by Fr. Mathew Edasserry, vicar of Syrian Catholic parish at Konthuruthy, Thevara, held a protest before the office of the DySP at Aluva demanding the release of Aditya. The Ernakulam-Angamaly Archdiocese in a statement by Dr. Paul Karedan, spokesperson of archdiocese, denied priests had not gone on an agitation.

The Archdiocesan Movement for Transparency (AMT), in a statement on Saturday claimed that Aditya had told the police that he had sent the e-mails containing the controversial documents to Fr Thelakkat. He, however, said that he had accessed the documents from the server of the company with global business transactions and that the firm may have removed the documents from its server after the matter came to light.
The engineer was allegedly taken into custody on Thursday after the police verified the statements made by Fr Thelakkat that he had received the documents from Aditya.

The investigation team is now in the process of ascertaining whether the business firm had wiped out the documents from its server or whether Aditya had forged the documents.

The parishioners, demanding the release of Aditya from Friday night onwards, continued the protest on Saturday also. Zachariah Valavi, farther of Aditya, has written a letter to the police requesting the release of his son. In the letter he stated that he was a heart patient and that his son was in “unjust” custody at the behest of vested interests.

The forged document case is connected with the allegation that Fr Paul Thelakkat, editor of Light of Truth, journal of Syro-Malabar Church, and Bishop Jacob Manathodath, archdiocesan apostolic administrator, were involved in forging the bank transaction documents against Cardinal George Alenchery, Major Archbishop of the Syro-Malabar Church. According to the police, the documents purportedly linking the cardinal with the accounts of a private bank were forged as he was found not operating any account in the bank named in the documents.

Kerala priests slam church head over forgery case
https://www.hindustantimes.com/india-news/kerala-priests-slam-church-head-over-forgery-case/story-QzR8iwKZsH2BurTV1WGbFO.html
Kochi, May 26, 2019

A crisis loomed large over Kerala’s influential Syro-Malabar Catholic Church with priests of an Archdiocese reading out a circular during Sunday mass in churches under its jurisdiction blaming Church head Cardinal George Alencherry over a criminal case filed against a section of priests.
The “unprecedented” move by the priests comes days after they came out openly against the arrest of a 24-year-old man for allegedly forging bank documents against Alencherry, who is also the major Archbishop of the Ernakulam-Angamaly Archdiocese.

The clarification circular issued by Vicar General of the Ernakulam - Angamaly Archdiocese, Fr Varghese Pottackal, said the Apostolic Administrator of the Archdiocese, Bishop Jacob Manathodath and senior priest Fr Paul Thelakkat were made accused in the forgery case filed on behalf of the Synod of the Syro-Malabar Church.

The circular was read out in many churches in the Ernakulam-Angamaly Archdiocese, a Church source said.
“It is an unprecedented situation. Such a move against the Church head is unheard in our Church,” the source said.

The circular said although the Cardinal had assured that everything possible would be made to get these two priests off the list of the accused as there was no intention to make them as accused in the case, no steps in this direction have been taken so far.

They still continue as accused in the case, it said.

Referring to the case against one more priest of the Archdiocese in connection with the case, the circular said not a single priest of the Archdiocese have made any sort of forgery of documents against the Cardinal.

The circular termed as “wrong” the propaganda that efforts were made to defame the Cardinal using the forged documents.

Alleging that the youth Adithya Valavi arrested was subjected to torture in custody, the Archdiocese urged the government to order either a CBI or a judicial probe into the forgery case.

The youth was kept in the police custody illegally and was subjected to torture to make him say names of priests in the case, it said.

The police said there were altogether four accused in the case Paul Thelakkat (first accused), Bishop Jacob Manathodath (second accused), Adithya Valavi (third accused), and Fr Antony Kallokkaran alias Tony (fourth accused).
Earlier, three bishops of the Ernakulam-Angamaly Archdiocese had come out openly against the arrest of Adithya Valavi, who is a post-graduate from an IIT, claiming that he is not a criminal and he had no role in forging documents.

The priests had claimed that the man, a faithful, while working as an intern with a reputed business group in Kochi, had taken a screenshot of documents allegedly having Alencherry’s name from the computer server of the firm and brought it to the notice of a church priest he knew.

The priest had reportedly shared it with another priest, who allegedly submitted it to a Synod of the Syro-Malabar Church.

The priests, including auxiliary bishops of the Ernakulam-Angamaly Archdiocese, had also demanded a high-level investigation into the forgery case.

Adithya’s father Zachariah had alleged that his son was physically and mentally tortured by the police in custody.
Adithya was also forced to make a statement against Father Tony Kallookaran, vicar of Muringoor Sanjoe Nagar church, he had alleged.

Refuting allegations of torture in custody, the police had said they were carrying out a “scientific probe” into the case.

The police said investigation has revealed that the forged documents were created by Adithya from his computer kept at his father’s hardware shop.

The issue of controversial land deals involving top priests of the Syro-Malabar Church has been in the news for quite some time.

The Syro-Malabar Church has over 30 dioceses in the country and four outside -- in the US, Canada, Australia and Britain -- serving over five million faithful.

Priests quizzed in forgery case
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/kerala/priests-quizzed-in-forgery-case/article27353508.ece
Kochi, May 30, 2019
A police team investigating the authenticity of a set of documents allegedly fabricated to defame Cardinal George Alencherry, Major Archbishop of the Syro-Malabar Archdiocese of Ernakulam-Angamaly, questioned senior priests Father Paul Thelakkat and Father Antony Kallookkaran for about six hours on Thursday.
The priests arrived at the office of the Deputy Superintendent of Police, Aluva, with their lawyers on Thursday morning. The questioning that started about 10 a.m. continued for six hours. They were ordered to make themselves available for questioning on Friday.

The Ernakulam district sessions court has ordered the police not to arrest the priests until their questioning was over. The court granted time between May 30 and June 5 for the police to complete the questioning.

The case relates to the production of a set of documents showing that Cardinal Alencherry transferred substantial sums of money from his private bank account to a prominent international business house.
The police had arrested Adithya Valavi, a young IT engineer and member of the archdiocese, for allegedly fabricating the documents. However, Adithya denied the charges and claimed that the documents were found by him on the server of a company for which he was working. He was released on bail on Wednesday.
Indian priests get bail in Syro-Malabar forgery case
https://www.ucanews.com/news/indian-priests-get-bail-in-syro-malabar-forgery-case/85406
June 12, 2019
Two Catholic priests of the Kerala-based Syro-Malabar Church have secured anticipatory bail in a case that accused them of forging documents to defame Cardinal George Alencherry, the church’s major archbishop.
The district court of Ernakulam in the southern Indian state on June 11 granted bail to Fathers Paul Thelakat and Antony Kallookaran, observing that it could not find a need to detain them for the continuing investigations.
The allegations of forgery were raised in a police complaint filed in February by a junior priest-official of the Syro-Malabar synod, the highest decision-making body of the Eastern rite self-governing church.
Father Thelakat was accused of forging documents and giving them to Bishop Jacob Manathodath, administrator of Ernakulam-Angamaly Archdiocese. The bishop is accused of presenting them to the synod with the aim of tarnishing the cardinal’s image.
Following an investigation, police on April 28 arrested Adithya Valavi, a Catholic software engineer, on charges of fabricating documents. His custodial interrogation led police to the two priests, claiming Valavi acted under their influence.
Valavi was bailed after three days in police custody. The priests, fearing their arrest, applied for anticipatory bail, which the district court granted.
Media reports said the prosecution now plans to approach Kerala High Court to oppose the district court’s decision.
“The state is the prosecutor. They may or may not move to the state High Court. We have nothing to do with that,” said John Varghese, the lawyer for the petitioner.
He said the petition does not aim for the arrest and jailing of any priest.
“All we complained about to police was the fake documents,” Varghese said. “The investigators are naming suspects. We cannot get in between and say he or she should not be included.”
The forged documents, according to the petition, claimed the cardinal had made inappropriate money transactions through his private bank account.
The case is linked to a land case involving Cardinal Alencherry. In November 2017, a group of priests in the archdiocese accused the cardinal and two priests of selling off land, incurring a loss of about US$10 million.
In June 2018, the Vatican removed the cardinal from administrative positions in the archdiocese and appointed Bishop Manathodath as its administrator.
The cardinal continues to be major archbishop and heads the synod, based at the church’s headquarters in Ernakulam.
