[image: image1.jpg]EPHESIANS 511

FROM DARKNESS TOLGHT

METAMORPHOSE

A Catholic Ministryfor Exposing the Truth about Alternative Medicine, the Occult i Reik &
Pranic Healing and Orlental Spiitual Exrcises of the New Age Movement

For queries and detaled nformatio, please callon MICHAEL PRABHU

MICHAEL PRABHU, o:12, Dauin Aparments, 22, Lath Castle South Street Chennal-600 028 Tamilnady, nda
Phone: 431 () 2461 1606 | E-mall michaelrabhu@ephesians-5T1.net | Websit:wi ephesans 511 net





MICHAEL PRABHU, MARCH 19, 2019
Taped music at Mass
https://zenit.org/articles/taped-music-at-mass/
March 19, 2019
Q: In the case of a small parish where there is not an organ or piano or a musically talented person to lead singing, is it acceptable to use taped music during Mass for people to sing to? — N.B., Arlington, Texas
A: We answered a similar question on November 23, 2004. We will reuse some of this material with some updates.

 The relatively few norms that exist on this point tend to explicitly forbid using recorded music during the liturgy. This would also include, most of the time, pre-set accompaniment to live singing, a possibility offered by many modern organs.

 The principal documents that deal with music in Church always emphasize the importance of singing and presume the presence of live musicians who are considered as being part of the assembly.

 The 1958 instruction “De Musica Sacra” issued by the Congregation of Rites states: “Finally, only those musical instruments which are played by the personal action of the artist may be admitted to the sacred liturgy, and not those which are operated automatically or mechanically.”

 This document followed Pope Pius XII’s 1955 encyclical “Musicae Sacrae,” in which he insisted that liturgical music be “true art” if it is to be a genuine act of worship and praise of God.

 Although these documents precede the Second Vatican Council, there is practically nothing in the conciliar or post-conciliar documents which would contradict the principles enunciated or invalidate their general normative value.

 Indeed the council’s insistence that choir and musicians form part of the liturgical assembly would even strengthen the presumption against the use of mechanical music.

 According to the above documents, it is preferable to sing without musical accompaniment than resort to artificial means.

 The General Instruction of the Roman Missal states in Nos. 39-40:

 “The Christian faithful who gather together as one to await the Lord’s coming are instructed by the Apostle Paul to sing together psalms, hymns, and spiritual songs (cf. Col 3:16). Singing is the sign of the heart’s joy (cf. Acts 2:46). Thus Saint Augustine says rightly, ‘Singing is for one who loves.’ There is also the ancient proverb: ‘One who sings well prays twice.’

 “Great importance should, therefore, be attached to the use of singing in the celebration of the Mass, with due consideration for the culture of the people and abilities of each liturgical assembly. Although it is not always necessary (e.g., in weekday Masses) to sing all the texts that are of themselves meant to be sung, every care should be taken that singing by the ministers and the people is not absent in celebrations that occur on Sundays and on holy days of obligation.”

 Later, the same document (in No. 312) states:

 “The choir should be positioned with respect to the design of each church so as to make clearly evident its character as a part of the gathered community of the faithful fulfilling a specific function. The location should also assist the choir to exercise its function more easily and conveniently allow each choir member full, sacramental participation in the Mass.”

 The same principles are also valid for organists and other musicians.

 All the same, there is one circumstance where universal norms have permitted pre-recorded music, if somewhat timidly, in the Directory for Children’s Masses. No. 32 of this document states:

 “Care should always be taken, however, that the musical accompaniment does not overpower the singing or become a distraction rather than a help to the children. Music should correspond to the purpose intended for the different periods at which it is played during the Mass.

 “With these precautions and with due and special discretion, recorded music may also be used in Masses with children, in accord with norms established by the conferences of bishops.”

 Some bishops’ conferences have also published guidelines on this topic, for example, the U.S. bishops’ conference 2007 document “Sing to the Lord” says:

 “93. Recorded music lacks the authenticity provided by a living liturgical assembly gathered for the Sacred Liturgy. While recorded music might be used advantageously outside the Liturgy as an aid in the teaching of new music, it should not, as a general norm, be used within the Liturgy.

 “94. Some exceptions to this principle should be noted. Recorded music may be used to accompany the community’s song during a procession outside and, when used carefully, in Masses with children. Occasionally, it might be used as an aid to prayer, for example, during long periods of silence in a communal celebration of reconciliation. However, recorded music should never become a substitute for the community’s singing.”

 A similar document from the Canadian bishops’ conference was issued in 2015, stating:

 “33 The human voice: The human voice should always hold a primary place in the music-making of the Church. For this reason, recorded music must never replace the singing of the assembly, nor should it displace the ministry of other musicians. Only in cases of necessity may recorded music be used in the liturgy for the purpose of supporting the song of the assembly.”

 It later repeats this principle when referring to music at a wedding in No. 137.

 Strangely, however, when citing the possible exceptions “in cases of necessity” the footnote refers to the Directory for Masses with Children, No. 32. This would appear to be an extension of a limited exception to wider circumstances.

 On the other hand, the Italian bishops’ conference has gone further and has explicitly forbidden the use of recorded music in the liturgy. This prohibition even covers children’s Masses by calling attention to the need for the “veracity” of important liturgical signs such as singing, and furthermore “stresses the duty of educating in song the assembly of little ones that participate in the Sacred Celebration.”

 For this reason, the conference states, “It is good to use recorded music to teach the songs outside of the sacred celebration but it is not permitted to use it during Mass.”

 The reason the Church insist on this point is that the use of music in the liturgy is always to enhance the quality of liturgical prayer and can never be considered as entertainment.

 It is practically impossible for recorded music to serve the same function.

-Father Edward McNamara, professor of liturgy and dean of theology at the Regina Apostolorum university.
RELATED FILES
TRA LE SOLLECITUDINI – MOTU PROPRIO OF POPE PIUS X ON SACRED MUSIC PIUS X NOVEMBER 22, 1903 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/TRA_LE_SOLLECITUDINI.doc
MUSICAE SACRAE-ENCYCLICAL OF POPE PIUS XII ON SACRED MUSIC PIUS XII DECEMBER 25, 1955, 11, 176
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/MUSICAE_SACRAE.doc
DE MUSICA SACRA ET SACRA LITURGIA-INSTRUCTION ON SACRED MUSIC AND SACRED LITURGY SACRED CONGREGATION FOR RITES SEPTEMBER 3, 1958
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/DE_MUSICA_SACRA_ET_SACRA_LITURGIA-INSTRUCTION_ON_SACRED_MUSIC_AND_SACRED_LITURGY.doc
MUSICAM SACRAM AND COMPILED INFORMATION ON SACRED MUSIC-INSTRUCTION ON MUSIC IN THE LITURGY PAUL VI MARCH 5, 1967
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/MUSICAM_SACRAM_AND_COMPILED_INFORMATION_ON_SACRED_MUSIC.doc
CHIROGRAPH ON SACRED MUSIC JOHN PAUL II NOVEMBER 22, 2003
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/CHIROGRAPH_ON_SACRED_MUSIC.doc
SACRED MUSIC AT THE SERVICE OF TRUTH OFFICE FOR THE LITURGICAL CELEBRATIONS OF THE SUPREME PONTIFF DECEMBER 1, 2010
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/SACRED_MUSIC_AT_THE_SERVICE_OF_TRUTH.doc
CARNATIC MUSIC PERFORMANCE DESECRATES JESUITS CHURCH 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/CARNATIC_MUSIC_PERFORMANCE_DESECRATES_JESUITS_CHURCH.doc
THE HINDUISATION OF MUSIC IN THE CATHOLIC CHURCH 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/THE_HINDUISATION_OF_MUSIC_IN_THE_CATHOLIC_CHURCH.doc
A HOLY MASS FREE FROM LITURGICAL ABUSES 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/A_HOLY_MASS_FREE_FROM_LITURGICAL_ABUSES.doc
CARDINAL MALCOLM RANJITH ON THE LITURGY AND ITS ABUSES 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/CARDINAL_MALCOLM_RANJITH_ON_THE_LITURGY_AND_ITS_ABUSES.doc 
CHOIR AND THE LITURGY OF THE MASS 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/CHOIR_AND_THE_LITURGY_OF_THE_MASS.doc
CRITERIA FOR CHOIR MEMBERS, LECTORS, COMMENTATORS AND CATECHISM TEACHERS 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/CRITERIA_FOR_CHOIR_MEMBERS_LECTORS_COMMENTATORS_AND_CATECHISM_TEACHERS.doc
HOLY MASS RUBRICS-FLOWER ARRANGEMENTS, THE ALTAR, NON-CATHOLIC LECTORS, ETC 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/HOLY_MASS_RUBRICS-FLOWER_ARRANGEMENTS_THE_ALTAR_NON-CATHOLIC_LECTORS_ETC.doc
ON GREGORIAN CHANT 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/ON_GREGORIAN_CHANT.doc
ON MASS LITURGY AND SACRED MUSIC-BISHOP CAMILLO BALLIN

http://ephesians-511.net/docs/ON_MASS_LITURGY_AND_SACRED_MUSIC-BISHOP_CAMILLO_BALLIN.doc
PROFOUND LITURGICAL CRISIS IN THE CHURCH SINCE VATICAN II-CARDINAL SARAH 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/PROFOUND_LITURGICAL_CRISIS_IN_THE_CHURCH_SINCE_VATICAN_II-CARDINAL_SARAH.doc
SERVICE STATION LITURGY SUCKS THE LIFE OUT OF THE CHURCH 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/SERVICE_STATION_LITURGY_SUCKS_THE_LIFE_OUT_OF_THE_CHURCH.doc
ST PIUS X ON GREGORIAN CHANT 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/ST_PIUS_X_ON_GREGORIAN_CHANT.doc
THE UNHOLY LITURGICAL ENTERTAINMENT OF THE MASS 01 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/THE_UNHOLY_LITURGICAL_ENTERTAINMENT_OF_THE_MASS_01.doc 
THE UNHOLY LITURGICAL ENTERTAINMENT OF THE MASS 02 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/THE_UNHOLY_LITURGICAL_ENTERTAINMENT_OF_THE_MASS_02.doc 

TOP 28 ABUSES AT THE CATHOLIC MASS 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/TOP_28_ABUSES_AT_THE_CATHOLIC_MASS.doc 

WE NEED SACRED LITURGY NOT ENTERTAINMENT AT MASS 
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/WE_NEED_SACRED_LITURGY_NOT_ENTERTAINMENT_AT_MASS.doc
WE MUST SAVE OUR LITURGICAL MUSIC BEFORE IT’S TOO LATE - WORSHIP

http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/WE_MUST_SAVE_OUR_LITURGICAL_MUSIC_BEFORE_ITS_TOO_LATE.doc
If a file does not open, insert “recent” as in the link simmediately above
