[image: image1.jpg]


                                                                                              JUNE 6, 2019 
Tattoos
Should Christians get tattoos?

https://www.crosswalk.com/family/singles/is-it-biblical-for-christians-to-get-tattoos.html
By Will Honeycutt, September 9, 2018
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Tattoos are more popular than ever. Currently one in five U.S. adults has at least one tattoo (21percent) which is up from the 16 percent and 14 percent who reported having a tattoo in 2003 and 2008, respectively, by the Harris Poll. Entertainers, professional athletes, and even a 2009 version of Barbie, have multiple, and very visible, tattoos. With such prevalence and rising interest, Christians rightfully ask what the Bible says about tattoos.  
Is it a Sin to Get a Tattoo? What Does the Bible Say About Tattoos?

The short answer is...nothing. At least nothing definitive. The Bible makes no specific reference to tattoos as we understand them in modern times. Some Christians condemn all tattooing as immoral because God clearly forbids them in Leviticus 19:28. Since the word tattoo does appear in this verse in some popular English translations, this argument seems straightforward. For example, the NIV reads, “Do not cut your bodies for the dead or put tattoo marks on yourselves. I am the Lord.”  

Other Christians say this passage no longer applies to us because it is Old Testament law, and not for Christians. If you go online to try to answer the tattoo question, you’ll see both approaches and contradictory conclusions. Both of these approaches, however, are misleading because, as we will see, the answer to the tattoo question is that the Bible has nothing clearly to say about the practice of injecting ink under the skin to form permanent pictures, patterns or messages—a.k.a. tattooing.  

Leviticus 19:28 literally translates, “And a cutting for the dead you will not make in your flesh; and writing marks you will not make on you; I am the Lord.” The word writing refers to inscribed or engraved symbols/words, and is used only here. The word for marks, also used here alone, has an uncertain root, so we’re not really sure what the word means. Further, the word tattoo did not enter into the English language until the late 1700s.  This is probably why the KJV, written in the early 1600s, is closer to the literal translation saying, “Ye shall not...print marks upon you.”  
The background to this law was that Israel, after being rescued from slavery, was between Egypt and Canaan. Recent archeology indicates that, while Egypt did tattoo, it was limited to women. Evidence suggests that tattooing the body parts of women associated with fertility (breasts, thighs and abdomen) was believed to be a good luck charm to protect the birthing process. Women also frequently had imprints of the fertility goddess, Bes, which seems to support this theory.

In Canaan, evidence indicates that instead of marking the body with ink, more extreme scarification measures, like branding, slashing or gashing the skin were used. Archeology, backed by biblical texts, indicates the Canaanites would customarily slash their bodies for ritualistic purposes (1 Kings 18:28), especially to mourn their dead and honor their gods. Leviticus 19:28 seems to imply this when it says, “you will not make cuttings in your flesh, for the dead, nor print marks on you.” In light of this information from Egypt and Canaan, it would seem God was forbidding scarification, not tattooing as we know it.
With this said, while there may be no clear passage in the Bible addressing tattoos, this is hardly a license for unrestrained tattooing. You still need to think before you ink, especially if you’re a Christian. The following are guiding questions to help you think through your decision.  
Modification – Since the Bible does not explicitly forbid tattoos, are there any limits? We know our body is not our own, but rather God’s temple (1 Corinthians 6:19-20). The Bible has a high view of the body as God’s handiwork, which is not to be disfigured. Non-Israelites did not hold this view. Today, some have permanently modified their bodies to look more like animals or aliens than humans, who alone are created in his image. We must ask ourselves how much we can modify our bodies to suit our desires while not disfiguring the beauty of the human form as God made it.  
Motive for a Tattoo– Why get a tattoo? If it is in rebellion to parents, it is clearly not acceptable (Ephesians 6:1-3). And while artistic self-expression can be OK, our primary motive for anything we do should be to glorify God (1 Corinthians 10:31). This means seeking to honor and draw attention to him, not ourselves. Getting a tattoo for purposes of witness may be acceptable, but remember, this is not the primary or most effective way to evangelize. It is in no way a substitute for verbally communicating the gospel. You are not fulfilling the Great Commission simply because you have a tattoo of a Bible verse.
Modesty – Modesty means not being self-promoting. Are you seeking to direct people’s thoughts toward God or yourself? Tattoos often accentuate certain areas of the body and get our thoughts on that body part. It is hard to believe that anyone with a “tramp stamp” (a tattoo on the lower back) is really seeking to direct people’s thoughts toward God. Thinking modestly will lead you to think about, and even limit, the size, number, and locations of tattoos.
Marketability – Will employers want to hire you? Numerous companies don’t want your tattoo to be visible, and it can actually prevent you from being hired. Many employers will restrict your tattoos, requiring you to cover them up because they are not socially acceptable from a business standpoint.
Message of the Tattoo – What is it about yourself that you want to communicate to the world? Tattoos are powerful messages, automatically conveying what you value. They are nearly permanent and will likely be with you for life. A growing experience with tattoos is what has officially been termed, “tattoo regret.” As you mature, you may, like increasing numbers of people, regret your tattoos because you have outgrown their messages and changed your values. 
 

Money – Is this the wisest use of money? One website, Tattoo Info, says, “In America, you can expect a basic price of $80 to $100 an hour...very few shops will ever touch you for less than $40” (2004-2009). We are responsible to God for how we use our money. It’s also important to keep in mind that the removal technologies being developed are even more expensive than the cost of getting a tattoo in the first place.

Medical concerns – There are real health risks with tattoos. The Mayo Clinic warns, “Don’t take tattooing lightly”. They’ve resulted in severe allergic reactions, infections, unsightly scars, and blood-borne diseases like Hepatitis B and C. Tattooing deliberately opens skin and exposes your blood to unknown bacteria. Tattoo parlors are not medical clinics, although they are puncturing skin and exposing blood.
Please, think before you ink. Don’t make this decision hastily or rashly. Use these guiding questions to think through your decision. Discuss them with mature Christian adults you trust.

Is it Okay for a Christian to Get a Tattoo?
https://carm.org/it-okay-christian-get-tattoo
By Matt Slick
Tattoos are making a comeback in present day culture. From teenagers to housewives, they are appearing everywhere, even among Christians. So then, is it okay for Christians to get tattoos? To answer this, we need to see what the Bible says about it, if anything.

First of all, making marks on the skin is mentioned in several verses. The first is in Leviticus, and the rest are in the book of Revelation and deal with the Mark of the Beast.

(Lev. 19:28, "You shall not make any cuts in your body for the dead, nor make any tattoo marks on yourselves: I am the Lord."

(Rev. 13:16-17, "And he causes all, the small and the great, and the rich and the poor, and the free men and the slaves, to be given a mark on their right hand, or on their forehead. 17 and he provides that no one should be able to buy or to sell, except the one who has the mark, either the name of the beast or the number of his name." See also: Rev. 14:9, 11; 16:2; 19:20; 20:4.

Any Christian would have no problem denouncing the Mark of the Beast and saying it is sinful. Whether or not it is a physical mark has been debated, but it goes without saying that we are not to receive that mark. It is the Leviticus passage that we must now examine. To do that, we need to quote its context.
Lev. 19:26-30, "You shall not eat anything with the blood, nor practice divination or soothsaying. 27 You shall not round off the side-growth of your heads, nor harm the edges of your beard. 28 You shall not make any cuts in your body for the dead, nor make any tattoo marks on yourselves: I am the Lord. 29 ‘Do not profane your daughter by making her a harlot, so that the land may not fall to harlotry, and the land become full of lewdness. 30 You shall keep My sabbaths and revere My sanctuary; I am the Lord."

As you can see, tattooing is mentioned in the context of ancient pagan practices. But does this mean that tattooing is in itself a bad thing to do because unbelievers did it? We have to be careful not to make a logical error known as the genetic fallacy. This error says that something is false because of its origin. For example, it would be a fallacy that because the Nazi regime developed the Volkswagen Beetle, that the VW Beetle is a bad car. Likewise, just because unbelievers get tattoos does not mean Christians should not.

The Leviticus context also tells the Israelites to not round off the hair on the side of their heads nor shave the edges of their beards. Apparently, this is what the Egyptians did, and God's people were called to be separate from them. But, why such detail about hair? Perhaps Moses was concerned about the superstitious beliefs of the Egyptians to which shaving the head and beard had a religious significance. If this were the case, then God's people were certainly called to be separate from the false nations and their superstitions. But, such religious practices that require tattooing, cutting one's own skin, and/or shaving the head and beard are not around in present-day Western culture. So, the admonition against tattooing, based upon the cultural norm, can't apply for today.

If we must conclude that tattooing is automatically bad in and of itself, then we must also conclude that shaving off the hair on the side of the head and shaving edges of men's beards is also equally bad. But, since cutting hair and shaving beards is not sinful in itself, how could we conclude that tattooing is also automatically sinful? We can't.
Freedom in Christ
Something we must examine is whether or not we Christians are required to keep Old Testament Law. No, we are not. Now, this does not mean it's okay to lie, to cheat, and to steal. It means that we are not required to keep Old Testament Law in order to get or maintain our salvation. This is because we have died to the law and because of that, all things are lawful to us.

(Rom. 7:1, 4, "Or do you not know, brethren (for I am speaking to those who know the law), that the law has jurisdiction over a person as long as he lives? ...4 Therefore, my brethren, you also were made to die to the Law through the body of Christ, that you might be joined to another, to Him who was raised from the dead, that we might bear fruit for God."

(1 Cor. 6:12, "All things are lawful for me, but not all things are profitable. All things are lawful for me, but I will not be mastered by anything."

If a person wants to maintain that a Christian should keep the Old Testament Law concerning tattoos, then do they also keep the Old Testament law concerning not shaving the beard? Also, what would they do with the Scriptures that say we have died to the law and that all things are lawful? Would they require legalism?

First, we must retain the truth that we are not to violate any moral law of God. It is always wrong to lie, cheat, and to steal. Such commands are clearly reiterated in the New Testament and are based on the character of God. So, the Old Testament laws dealing with morality are definitely to be upheld. All of the Ten Commandments (except Sabbath-keeping) are referenced in the New Testament as still being valid (Mt. 19:17-19; 1 Cor. 5:11; 6:9; Rev. 13:6).

Second, we see no New Testament commands that tell us to keep the sacrificial system, forbid work on the Sabbath, forbid the shaving of beards, or forbid tattoos, etc. Since we have died to the law and all things are lawful (excluding, of course, sin), then the Christian is not under obligation to keep the Old Testament command not to get tattooed. Remember, if tattooing is a sin, then so is shaving the beard -- if we were to retain its command and the ones with it.

Third, let me ask a question. Is it okay to eat meat that has been deliberately sacrificed to idols? Would it be a sin to buy such meat in the marketplace and consume it as a Christian? The answer is, it's not a sin.

1 Cor. 10:25-29, "Eat anything that is sold in the meat market, without asking questions for conscience sake; 26 for the earth is the Lord’s, and all it contains. 27 If one of the unbelievers invites you, and you wish to go, eat anything that is set before you, without asking questions for conscience’ sake. 28 But if anyone should say to you, 'This is meat sacrificed to idols,' do not eat it, for the sake of the one who informed you, and for conscience‘ sake; 29 I mean not your own conscience, but the other man’s; for why is my freedom judged by another’s conscience?"

Paul is telling us that a Christian does not need to worry about a "pagan connection" because he is free in Christ. In this case, the Christian is free to eat meat sacrificed to idols. But, Paul makes it clear that we are not free to stumble anyone else such as a weaker Christian. We need to be wise in the application of our freedom and not cause anyone to stumble.

The point is that we are free and because of our sanctification in Christ what we touch becomes sanctified. The meat sacrificed to idols does not hurt the Christian when the Christian consumes it. If it were a sin to buy and consume such meat, Paul would have said so. Likewise, if tattooing is to be considered a sinful act because of its connection with the pagans of the Old Testament, and thereby we are not have anything to do with it, why did not Paul carry over the same logic to the issue of meat openly sacrificed to idols?

So, should a Christian get a tattoo? Well, personally, I would never do so. I would never mark my body permanently and I don't think it's a wise thing to do as a Christian since it is something that might be misinterpreted as being "ungodly." But, this is my opinion. Other Christians have other opinions, and each Christian is free to choose what he or she should do in this matter. The Christian should seriously consider the ramifications of a permanent marking upon the skin -- which often includes a social stigma. The Christian should ask whether or not it is a good witness and this is something only that individual Christian should decide.
Should we divide over this?
No, we should not divide over this. If personal opinions override scriptural teaching concerning our freedom in Christ, and division and anger are the result, then those who are dividing over this are the ones in sin.

Tattoos (a sedevacantist perspective)

http://www.traditio.com/comment/com1906.htm
Dear TRADITIO Fathers:
I am a retired military man who has tattoos received many years ago when I was in the service. I have confessed this sin. Other than that, what can I do now?
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THE TRADITIO FATHERS REPLY
At this point you have done all that you can reasonably do. At least try to keep the tattoos covered so as not to cause scandal to others. Be sure to pass on what you have learned to others, particularly young people, who have been failed by their spiritual, not to say medical, leaders about the evil of this practice, which is entirely un-Christian and specifically condemned in Sacred Scripture (the Bible). Unfortunately, it is only with considerable difficulty, pain, and expense that tattoos can be removed. All the more reason for Catholics to encourage young people, not to say adults, to exercise the principal Christian virtue, Prudence (Practical Wisdom).

Tattooing is regarded in Sacred Scripture as a pagan practice: "You shall not make any cuttings in your flesh for the dead, nor shall you make in yourselves any figures or marks: I am the Lord" (Leviticus 19:28/DRV). Tattooing is a sinful mutilation of the body in contravention of the Fifth Commandment. Exhibitionism is intrinsically un-Catholic as falling short of the virtue of humility. Would Our Lord have had a tattoo? Our Lady? Of course not.

Tattooing also involves unnecessary medical risks, which is also a sin against the Fifth Commandment of God. The tattoo inks contain carcinogens like lead and mercury. Tattooing transmits HIV and Hepatitis C. These viruses can erupt virulently, or they can lie dormant in the body for twenty or more years after the tattooing incident. Hepatitis can destroy the liver and thus weaken the body until it dies in agony. So dangerous is this practice that tattooed individuals cannot give blood so as not to transmit the viruses to others. Skin cancers, including the all-too-frequently lethal melanomas, have been reported within tattoo sites. Tattoo inks have been found to be contaminated with bacteria that can lead to serious injuries and an increased risk of infection because the skin barrier is broken during the procedure. Some infections can also leave permanent scarring.

Nor is tattooing morally acceptable when the tattoo is of a religious object, such as the Cross or Our Lady. In fact, the exact opposite is true. Such a mutilation of the body is an even graver sin as not only is the Fifth Commandment of God being violated but also the Second Commandment of God, because such a perversion of a sacred image constitutes the grave sin of blasphemy. Those who walk around with such images on their bodies are declaring to the world that they persist in Mortal Sin against God. It is noteworthy that these sins are now rife Hispanic countries, which were formerly devoutly Catholic, but now have gone into the heretical New Ordo and other Protestant sects. These people now freely desecrate their bodies with demonic tattoos of Our Lady and Our Lord cut into their bodies.

Are Tattoos and Christians compatible?
https://aleteia.org/2017/08/12/are-tattoos-and-christianity-compatible/
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With a little help from the Bible and a Catholic priest, we try to answer your questions.
Tattoos seem all the rage, from small subtle images to full-body decorations. The once highly-stigmatized body art is going through a renaissance, and you may be tempted to add a touch of it to your own skin. Before making the decision, you might be asking yourself all sorts of questions: Is it just a fad? Will I get bored with the image? Will it hurt? And perhaps, as a Catholic, you might be asking if your desired tattoo is compatible with the Christian faith and the Church. So, how do you make the decision — and live with it — without any regrets?

Reflect before getting a tattoo
For those who wish to get a tattoo, it can be tricky balancing what’s happening in contemporary culture with the weight of social norms and traditions. It’s important to take the time to reflect on your tattoo so you can make a good decision — one you won’t regret years down the line.

We spoke with one woman, Jessica — who, at the age of 20, got a tattoo of an owl and a cross on her body — to see what advice she might share. Her first tip is to take the time to really consider what you want. “If a person hesitates, it means she doesn’t have all the answers to her questions. Getting a tattoo is not something you embark on lightly. At the tattoo parlor, I had a good think, and changed my original idea of where to get tattooed. Initially, I wanted it on the forearm; however, after a little reflection, I wanted it closer to my heart, so that it would have even more meaning,” she explains.

“My tattoo [of a cross] symbolizes my faith, which explains why it is on the left side of my body, as faith comes from the heart and not the head. Its meaning is reinforced by the presence of an owl which symbolizes the messenger: like the owl, I carry a message of God on my body.”

The meaning of a tattoo should be the subject of some carefully weighed soul-searching: it can be simple and discreet, like a little charm that you always carry on you, or it can turn out to be a real point of reference as you travel through life’s uncertainties. A dove on the back of the neck, or a little cross on the wrist or the finger, are both subtle and feminine symbols. On a larger scale, a tattoo can be more visible and stretch over a larger part of the body, such as the forearm or the back, or even the whole body.

What does the Bible say about tattoos?

In Leviticus (19:28) tattooing is forbidden, but as Father Bertrand Monnier says: “This ban appears only once in the Bible; in exegetical jargon, something like this is called a ‘hapax,’ which has various possible implications. On one hand, this means it’s not as important compared to other prohibitions like that of eating pork, which recurs many times, and on the other hand it might actually be an annotation —that is to say, an add-on which wasn’t present originally.” Anyway, the ban seems pretty minor, inasmuch as Catholics are no longer subject to the law of the Old Testament (Romans 10:4). Therefore, for a person who wishes to get a tattoo, this issue should not be a concern.

As a permanent mark on the body and conspicuous decoration, however, the tattoo can draw attention to you, whereas Sacred Scripture invites discretion: “(…) women [should] dress modestly, with decency and propriety, not adorning themselves with elaborate hairstyles or gold or pearls or expensive clothes…” (1 Timothy 2:9). On this matter, Father Monnier invites us to a nuanced perspective: “It is a good idea to be attentive in our reading of certain Bible verses that remain open to interpretation. […] After several years questioning the issue, I am convinced that a tattoo should not be seen as a piece of jewelry, but as bodily expression. I would gladly compare it to dance or theater: the body expresses something in an artistic dimension.”
“When we’re speaking about tattoos, we’re speaking about human beings,” Father Monnier says. First, tattoos were tribal, systematic and not chosen; then, they were forbidden for political reasons, until finally today, they are seen as an expression of the fact that a person belongs only to themselves and to God.”
Going back to Jessica… While it is true that tattoos were not permitted in the Old Testament, the fact of being tattooed is today by no means saying that you lack faith. “God loves us how we are,” Jessica says. “After having experienced drug addiction, He helped me find my way. […] I think He wants our happiness, and if my happiness comes in the form of a tattoo, I don’t think that would really bother Him.”
Religious tattoos: wearing God on your skin

In many cases, a tattoo can express a religious sentiment, unifying the body with the immaterial. Many people get tattoos of a cross, rosaries, or even Bible verses, to testify to their belonging to God. We spoke with a tattoo artist, Mikael — who has specialized in the faces of saints and in stained-glass windows for 20 years — and asked him to share his experience.

As a history buff, who started drawing statues of illustrious characters such as Socrates, Mikael reminds us that prisoners and rebellious sailors used to get a tattoo of Christ’s face on their backs, to avoid being flogged. Nowadays, his clientele, of whom 60 percent are women, come to him to get this type of religious tattoo, but for more positive reasons. “As a reaction to recent terrorist attacks, many people came to get a tattoo of Saint Geneviève, the patron saint of the city of Paris.”

“Among the faces people ask for the most is that of Mary, whose iconography is the most abundant, and who also represents motherhood. The faces of other popular French saints are also frequently requested, such as Joan of Arc and Saint Michael,” adds Mikael. When he started out, people with tattoos were still perceived badly and were considered as social misfits; today, that has changed. “I’m regularly in touch with deeply religious people, and frequently even priests themselves are interested in my work.”
People often get tattoos because they’ve lost a loved one, whom they want to keep close and have them with them at all times. “Some people get a tattoo after a tragic event in their lives; others wish to express their gratitude to God, after someone came close to death,” Mikael explains. Getting a tattoo can also celebrate meeting someone, a sibling bond, or even the birth of a child. For many, a tattoo simply helps them to feel alive, and allows them to feel better in their carefully inked skin.

Should a Christian get a Tattoo?

https://aleteia.org/2016/10/22/watch-should-a-christian-get-a-tattoo/
By Zoe Romanowsky, October 22, 2016
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https://youtu.be/PpGNzlwSrSs 07:25

Fr. Mike Schmitz recommends asking yourself a few questions before permanently marking your body
In this Ascension Presents video, Fr. Mike Schmitz tackles the question of whether a Christian should get a tattoo. Keeping a few guidelines in mind, he suggests a few questions we should ask ourselves before placing a permanent marks on our bodies — because what we put on there says something about who we are.
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