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TESTIMONY - HOW I FOUND JESUS – 135
‘Napalm girl’ in famous 1970s war photo: ‘Those bombs led me to Christ’: Phan Thi Kim Phúc 
https://www.lifesitenews.com/news/napalm-girl-in-famous-1970s-war-photo-those-bombs-led-me-to-christ 
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The “napalm girl” famously captured in Nick Ut’s Pulitzer Prize-winning 1970s photograph has related her incredible journey from a pagan life of bitterness and hatred to a new life of love and forgiveness through her discovery of Christianity.  
On June 8, 1972, South Vietnamese military bombed Phan Thị Kim Phúc’s village. The highly flammable sticky napalm burned Phúc’s clothes and skin as she fled. As the nine-year-old Phúc ran naked and burning from the village, she was captured in a picture by a Vietnamese American photographer, Nick Ut.

The picture, named ‘Napalm Girl,’ became a symbol of the suffering and cruelty of the Vietnam war. When Phúc first saw the photo, 14 months after it was published, she wished it had never been taken. She wondered why the photographer would have taken that picture when she was “in agony,” “naked,” and “so ugly.”

Phúc was sent to a hospital where she underwent more than a dozen surgeries in 14 months. 

“I had to deal with the pain every single day,” she said in a video produced by CBC docs. 

Phúc related how she built up “hatred, bitterness, and anger” against the people who had done this to her. 

“I was just living with the question, ‘Why me?’ What that happened to me?’”

The pain and unanswered questions led Phúc to want to take her own life ten years later, in 1982.

“I thought that after I die, no more suffering, no more pain,” she said. 

"I was in agony. Naked. So ugly. I wish that picture wasn’t taken." Phan Thị Kim Phúc’s life changed forever when she became known as “the napalm girl” in a Pulitzer Prize-winning photograph.

She offers her Brief But Spectacular take on forgiveness and that girl in the picture. pic.twitter.com/H4zglrxkfk
— CBC Docs (@cbcdocs) January 16, 2020
Phúc was raised in the Cao Dai religion. For years, she prayed to the gods of Cao Dai for peace without receiving a response. She continually asked herself, “Why was I made to wear these awful scars?” Phúc was told that the reason she suffered was because “the life I had lived before my own must have been bad.”  

Phúc’s experience made her want to become a doctor. She devoted herself to her studies in an attempt to escape from her suffering. In 1982, while studying in Saigon, Phúc found a copy of the New Testament in a library and began reading the Gospels.

Her life was changed forever. 

Instead of taking her life, Phúc decided to become a Christian. That happened at Christmas that same year.  

“That faith, it helped me a lot,” she related. 

She was captivated by the suffering she read that Jesus had endured in order to bring people like her the possibility of a new life. “I had never been exposed to this side of Jesus—the wounded one, the one who bore scars,” she said.  

“His entire ministry, it seemed, pointed to one straightforward claim: “I am the way you get to God; there is no other way but me,” she continued.  
Phúc finally “experienced the kind of healing that can only come from God” on Christmas Eve of the same year when she converted to Christianity.
Phúc said the most difficult lesson for her to learn in her new faith was to forgive her enemies. She recalled that she was filled with anger and it seemed impossible to forgive her enemies. However, Phúc described how prayer helped her to heal.

“My enemies list became my prayer list,” she said in the CBC docs video. 

“I realized to myself, ‘Wow, Kim, you pray for your enemies? This means you love.’”

She now says that “forgiveness set my heart free.”

“I forgive everyone who caused my suffering, even the pilot, commander, people controlling me,” she said. 

In her testimony on Christianity Today, Phúc declared, “My faith in Jesus has enabled me to forgive those who have hurt and scarred me.” 

“Nearly half a century has passed since I found myself running—frightened, naked, and in pain—down that road in Vietnam,” Phúc said. “I will never forget the horrors of that day—the bombs, the fire, the shrieks, the fear. Nor will I forget the years of trial and torment that followed. But when I think about how far I have come—the freedom and peace that comes from faith in Jesus—I realize there is nothing greater or more powerful than the love of our blessed Savior.”

Although Phúc previously hated her photograph, she came to change, saying, “Today, I thank God for that picture. Today, I thank God for everything—even for that road. Especially for that road.” She now realizes that had it not been for the bombs that dropped, she never would have wanted to become a doctor, never would have embarked on the path of studies, never would have encountered the Bible, and never would have become a Christian. 

Phúc revealed on Premier Christianity that her scar from the napalm burns reminds her of God’s presence. She described her scar as a mark that God stamped onto her body to remind her of His constant presence. Phúc said the more she prayed, the more peace she felt. She continued, “Every time I touch my scar, I am so thankful.” She referred to her scar as a miracle.

Phúc’s dream is to one day meet the pilot who dropped the bomb on her. While the identity of the pilot is unknown, Phúc hopes that he is still alive so she can one day hug him. She desires to tell him, “I love you. I pray for you. I forgive you.”

“We have to show love, hope, and forgiveness because every person needs that – rich or poor, every human being needs those things,” she said. 

“I realize,” Phúc said, “That those same bombs that brought so much suffering also brought great healing. Those bombs led me to Christ.”

After the war, Phúc was used by the North Vietnamese socialist government as a war symbol. Phúc and her husband received permission from the government to travel to Russia for their honeymoon. When the plane stopped to refuel in Newfoundland, they left the plane to escape to Canada. They now live in Toronto with their two children and a grandchild.
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TESTIMONY-HOW I FOUND JESUS-112 EMILY MEYER 

http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/TESTIMONY-HOW_I_FOUND_JESUS-112.doc
TESTIMONY-HOW I FOUND JESUS-113 MOLLY PRUETT 

http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/TESTIMONY-HOW_I_FOUND_JESUS-113.doc
TESTIMONY-HOW I FOUND JESUS-114 MICHAEL SCHMIDT 

http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/TESTIMONY-HOW_I_FOUND_JESUS-114.doc
TESTIMONY-HOW I FOUND JESUS-115 GREG CLAUSON 

http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/TESTIMONY-HOW_I_FOUND_JESUS-115.doc
TESTIMONY-HOW I FOUND JESUS-116 GREG STOKESBERRY 

http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/TESTIMONY-HOW_I_FOUND_JESUS-116.doc
TESTIMONY-HOW I FOUND JESUS-117 KASEY KAIMANN 

http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/TESTIMONY-HOW_I_FOUND_JESUS-117.doc
TESTIMONY-HOW I FOUND JESUS-118 DEACON JOHN WINKEL 

http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/TESTIMONY-HOW_I_FOUND_JESUS-118.doc
TESTIMONY-HOW I FOUND JESUS-119 RYAN JANSA 

http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/TESTIMONY-HOW_I_FOUND_JESUS-119.doc
TESTIMONY-HOW I FOUND JESUS-120 RENEE BONDI 

http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/TESTIMONY-HOW_I_FOUND_JESUS-120.doc
TESTIMONY-HOW I FOUND JESUS-121 SHERI SPRINGMAN 

http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/TESTIMONY-HOW_I_FOUND_JESUS-121.doc
TESTIMONY-HOW I FOUND JESUS-122 EMILY LOGAN 

http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/TESTIMONY-HOW_I_FOUND_JESUS-122.doc
TESTIMONY-HOW I FOUND JESUS-123 NOELLE RESSE 

http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/TESTIMONY-HOW_I_FOUND_JESUS-123.doc
TESTIMONY-HOW I FOUND JESUS-124 DR. PATRICE WINKEL 

http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/TESTIMONY-HOW_I_FOUND_JESUS-124.doc
TESTIMONY-HOW I FOUND JESUS-125 MIKE GOLDSMITH 

http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/TESTIMONY-HOW_I_FOUND_JESUS-125.doc
TESTIMONY-HOW I FOUND JESUS-126 DAVID HARRIS - CONVERT

http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/TESTIMONY-HOW_I_FOUND_JESUS-126.doc
TESTIMONY-HOW I FOUND JESUS-127 CYNTHIS GUNSOLLY
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/TESTIMONY-HOW_I_FOUND_JESUS-127.doc
TESTIMONY-HOW I FOUND JESUS-128 J.D. VANCE (NO RELIGION)
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/TESTIMONY-HOW_I_FOUND_JESUS-128.doc
TESTIMONY-HOW I FOUND JESUS-129 DAN BEAUDRIE 
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/TESTIMONY-HOW_I_FOUND_JESUS-129.doc
TESTIMONY-HOW I FOUND JESUS-130 FR. JEFFRREY KIRBY 
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/TESTIMONY-HOW_I_FOUND_JESUS-130.doc
TESTIMONY-HOW I FOUND JESUS-131 PIETRO SARUBBI [ACTOR, PASSION OF THE CHRIST]
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/TESTIMONY-HOW_I_FOUND_JESUS-131.doc
TESTIMONY-HOW I FOUND JESUS-132 OSAMU GIOVANNI MICICO [PAINTER]
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/TESTIMONY-HOW_I_FOUND_JESUS-132.doc
TESTIMONY-HOW I FOUND JESUS-133 BRAD MINER [THE CATHOLIC THING]
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/TESTIMONY-HOW_I_FOUND_JESUS-133.doc
TESTIMONY-HOW I FOUND JESUS-134 JOHN-HENRY WESTEN [HEDONISM, LIFESITENEWS]
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/TESTIMONY-HOW_I_FOUND_JESUS-134.doc
TESTIMONY-HOW I FOUND JESUS-134A JOHN-HENRY WESTEN [LIFESITENEWS]

http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/TESTIMONY-HOW_I_FOUND_JESUS-134A.doc
+Over 2500 testimonies of Jesus experiences and conversion to Catholicism at 
http://www.ephesians-511.net/testimonies.php.
