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The lieutenant governor of Washington announced on Thursday that he will not seek re-election and instead will enter the Society of Jesus this autumn.
Lt. Gov. Cyrus Habib (D), 38, will end his eight-year career in public office after what he described as “two years of careful and prayerful discernment” led him to apply to join the Jesuits.

Habib, who was elected lieutenant governor in 2016, is the highest-ranking Iranian-American elected official in the United States.

As his discernment process was “almost entirely private,” Habib said that he expected many of his constituents and supporters would find his decision to be a “major surprise,” particularly he was considered by many to have a bright political future.

“Many will be wondering why someone who has spent the last eight years climbing the political ladder and who has a not insignificant chance of acceding to the governorship next year, would trade a life of authority for one of obedience,” Habib said in an essay explaining his decision in America magazine, which is published by the Society of Jesus.

In the essay, he credited his Catholic faith for initially motivating him to enter politics, and for guiding his decisions in office.

“My priorities in office were firmly rooted in Catholic social teaching, which places the poor, the sick, the disabled, the immigrant, the prisoner and all who are marginalized at the center of our social and political agenda,” he wrote in America.

Habib lost his sight at the age of eight due to cancer and is a three-time cancer survivor.

“I knew from childhood what it was like to be excluded for being a blind kid from an Iranian family, and I have tried to use the power I have been given by the voters to ensure that we move urgently toward that day when no one will feel left behind or left out in our society.”

Despite his political successes and bright prospects for the future, Habib told America that recently he felt called to a different lifestyle, “albeit one that is also oriented around service and social justice.”

“I have felt a calling to dedicate my life in a more direct and personal way to serving the marginalized, empowering the vulnerable, healing those who suffer from spiritual wounds and accompanying those discerning their own futures,” he said. 
“I have come to believe that the best way to deepen my commitment to social justice is to reduce the complexity in my own life and dedicate it to serving others.”

And while acknowledging the importance and influence of a role in public life, Habib said he realized that “meeting the challenges our country faces will require more than just policy-making,” and that people “are in dire need of spiritual support and companionship.”

Habib praised the Jesuits for their commitment to education, and said that it is “far too early” to know where his life in the order will lead him, “but I am confident that it will involve teaching, intercultural and interfaith dialogue, advocacy and spiritual accompaniment.”

Jesuit formation typically takes between eight and 17 years. Habib did not say which of the four American provinces of the Society of Jesus he would be entering in the fall, but he did request prayers.

“I ask you all to keep me in your prayers as I travel this new road; you will, of course, be in mine,” he said
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TESTIMONY-HOW I FOUND JESUS-125 MIKE GOLDSMITH 

http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/TESTIMONY-HOW_I_FOUND_JESUS-125.doc
TESTIMONY-HOW I FOUND JESUS-126 DAVID HARRIS - CONVERT

http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/TESTIMONY-HOW_I_FOUND_JESUS-126.doc
TESTIMONY-HOW I FOUND JESUS-127 CYNTHIS GUNSOLLY
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/TESTIMONY-HOW_I_FOUND_JESUS-127.doc
TESTIMONY-HOW I FOUND JESUS-128 J.D. VANCE (NO RELIGION)
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/TESTIMONY-HOW_I_FOUND_JESUS-128.doc
TESTIMONY-HOW I FOUND JESUS-129 DAN BEAUDRIE 
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/TESTIMONY-HOW_I_FOUND_JESUS-129.doc
TESTIMONY-HOW I FOUND JESUS-130 FR. JEFFRREY KIRBY 
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/TESTIMONY-HOW_I_FOUND_JESUS-130.doc
TESTIMONY-HOW I FOUND JESUS-131 PIETRO SARUBBI [ACTOR, PASSION OF THE CHRIST]
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/TESTIMONY-HOW_I_FOUND_JESUS-131.doc
TESTIMONY-HOW I FOUND JESUS-132 OSAMU GIOVANNI MICICO [PAINTER]
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/TESTIMONY-HOW_I_FOUND_JESUS-132.doc
TESTIMONY-HOW I FOUND JESUS-133 BRAD MINER [THE CATHOLIC THING]
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/TESTIMONY-HOW_I_FOUND_JESUS-133.doc
TESTIMONY-HOW I FOUND JESUS-134 JOHN-HENRY WESTEN [HEDONISM, LIFESITENEWS]
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/TESTIMONY-HOW_I_FOUND_JESUS-134.doc
TESTIMONY-HOW I FOUND JESUS-134A JOHN-HENRY WESTEN [LIFESITENEWS]

http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/TESTIMONY-HOW_I_FOUND_JESUS-134A.doc
TESTIMONY-HOW I FOUND JESUS-135 KIM PHUC CAO DAI [VIETNAM NAPALM GIRL]

http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/TESTIMONY-HOW_I_FOUND_JESUS-135.doc
TESTIMONY-HOW I FOUND JESUS-136 CLAIRE CHRETIEN [LIFESITENEWS PRO-LIFE]

http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/TESTIMONY-HOW_I_FOUND_JESUS-136.doc
TESTIMONY-HOW I FOUND JESUS-137 FR. JEAN MARIE BENJAMIN [CABARET MUSICIAN, PADRE PIO]

http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/TESTIMONY-HOW_I_FOUND_JESUS-137.doc
TESTIMONY-HOW I FOUND JESUS-138 ST. KATHARINE DREXEL [CABARET MUSICIAN, PADRE PIO]

http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/TESTIMONY-HOW_I_FOUND_JESUS-138.doc
+Over 2500 testimonies of Jesus experiences and conversion to Catholicism at 
http://www.ephesians-511.net/testimonies.php.
