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TESTIMONY - HOW I FOUND JESUS – 144
Award-winning photographer gives up everything to become a Catholic religious
Canon Elvir Tabaković was an internationally-known photographer but decided to study to be a priest.
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If you needed a sign that God is still in control of His Church, have I got the story for you. In this powerful episode of The John-Henry Westen Show, I interview Canon Elvir Tabaković. Though today he is on his way to becoming a Catholic priest, Canon Elvir was actually an internationally-known, award winning photographer who got paid to travel the world. All before turning 25! Why did he give up his jet-setting life and follow Christ?

Born in Croatia in 1986, Canon Elvir was raised in a mixed Catholic-Muslim family. His father, a Muslim, didn’t know his mother had him baptized as an infant. Religion was “kind of taboo” in his family, he told me. But his mother and Grandmother raised him Catholic. At the age of 9, he wanted to become a priest.
When he turned 12-years-old, he completely left the faith. He said he began listening to punk rock music and got involved with computers and communist ideas. He believed that modern science proved religion was “primitive.” When he went with his classmates on a trip to Rome at age 15, he didn’t want to step inside St. Peter’s Basilica because he “really hated the church.”

Canon Elvir eventually got into photography so he could improve the websites he was working on. After high school, he began working professionally with many high-end clients, including the biggest car magazine in Croatia. He soon found himself being sent across the world — Spain, Germany, Latin America — to take photographs and write about his experiences. In one year alone, he traveled more than 85,000 miles. “It was the fulfillment of my dream,” he told me.

As he entered his mid-20s, he said he “realized there must be something more.” “I didn’t have tragedies in my life…but my heart was empty…I was very curious to see if the spiritual world really exists.” 

God indeed showed Canon Elvir that the “spiritual world” does exist. Thanks to several “demonic” encounters, Canon Elvir said he began to realize that God was real. His mother, he said, had been praying like St. Monica did when she was praying for St. Augustine. In December of 2011, after visiting Međjugorje — which he admits is controversial — he became “a new man.”  

“God gave me the perspective of eternal life so I could see this life is, in the face of eternity, so insignificant to attach ourselves to anything which is passing." Only God can fulfill your heart, he told me. 

Canon Elvir started attending mass every day and praying the rosary. He went to confession regularly and attended retreats, asking God to show him what to do.

“I asked Him to reveal to me His will…and He just made it very clear…not a voice, but a thought, ‘I created you to become a priest,’ and that was it…I didn’t need any time to think about it…I called my mother and said ‘Jesus has called me to be a priest, I’m going to a monastery.’”
Canon Elvir now attends school at the Angelicum in Rome. He still takes photographs but does so to glorify the beauty that God has created. “I am just using a talent God gave me…In the end I am a useless servant.” “Everything earthly is passing, it just goes away very quickly.” 

His advice for young people is that they should not be afraid. “Our Lord has conquered the world. Mary is so mighty Satan can't even pronounce her name…just follow what Our Lord told us, and you’ll be fine…don’t care so much about what other people think because they can’t save you. Only God can save you.” 
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TESTIMONY-HOW I FOUND JESUS-123 NOELLE RESSE 

http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/TESTIMONY-HOW_I_FOUND_JESUS-123.doc
TESTIMONY-HOW I FOUND JESUS-124 DR. PATRICE WINKEL 

http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/TESTIMONY-HOW_I_FOUND_JESUS-124.doc
TESTIMONY-HOW I FOUND JESUS-125 MIKE GOLDSMITH 

http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/TESTIMONY-HOW_I_FOUND_JESUS-125.doc
TESTIMONY-HOW I FOUND JESUS-126 DAVID HARRIS - CONVERT

http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/TESTIMONY-HOW_I_FOUND_JESUS-126.doc
TESTIMONY-HOW I FOUND JESUS-127 CYNTHIS GUNSOLLY
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/TESTIMONY-HOW_I_FOUND_JESUS-127.doc
TESTIMONY-HOW I FOUND JESUS-128 J.D. VANCE (NO RELIGION)
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/TESTIMONY-HOW_I_FOUND_JESUS-128.doc
TESTIMONY-HOW I FOUND JESUS-129 DAN BEAUDRIE 
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/TESTIMONY-HOW_I_FOUND_JESUS-129.doc
TESTIMONY-HOW I FOUND JESUS-130 FR. JEFFRREY KIRBY 
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/TESTIMONY-HOW_I_FOUND_JESUS-130.doc
TESTIMONY-HOW I FOUND JESUS-131 PIETRO SARUBBI [ACTOR, PASSION OF THE CHRIST]
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/TESTIMONY-HOW_I_FOUND_JESUS-131.doc
TESTIMONY-HOW I FOUND JESUS-132 OSAMU GIOVANNI MICICO [PAINTER]
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/TESTIMONY-HOW_I_FOUND_JESUS-132.doc
TESTIMONY-HOW I FOUND JESUS-133 BRAD MINER [THE CATHOLIC THING]
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/TESTIMONY-HOW_I_FOUND_JESUS-133.doc
TESTIMONY-HOW I FOUND JESUS-134 JOHN-HENRY WESTEN [HEDONISM, LIFESITENEWS]
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/TESTIMONY-HOW_I_FOUND_JESUS-134.doc
TESTIMONY-HOW I FOUND JESUS-134A JOHN-HENRY WESTEN [LIFESITENEWS]

http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/TESTIMONY-HOW_I_FOUND_JESUS-134A.doc
TESTIMONY-HOW I FOUND JESUS-135 KIM PHUC CAO DAI [VIETNAM NAPALM GIRL]

http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/TESTIMONY-HOW_I_FOUND_JESUS-135.doc
TESTIMONY-HOW I FOUND JESUS-136 CLAIRE CHRETIEN [LIFESITENEWS PRO-LIFE]

http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/TESTIMONY-HOW_I_FOUND_JESUS-136.doc
TESTIMONY-HOW I FOUND JESUS-137 FR. JEAN MARIE BENJAMIN [CABARET MUSICIAN, PADRE PIO]

http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/TESTIMONY-HOW_I_FOUND_JESUS-137.doc
TESTIMONY-HOW I FOUND JESUS-138 ST. KATHARINE DREXEL [CABARET MUSICIAN, PADRE PIO]

http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/TESTIMONY-HOW_I_FOUND_JESUS-138.doc
TESTIMONY-HOW I FOUND JESUS-139 CYRUS HABIB [LIEUTENANT GOVERNOR TO SEMINARIAN]

http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/TESTIMONY-HOW_I_FOUND_JESUS-139.doc
TESTIMONY-HOW I FOUND JESUS-140 FRS. PEYTON AND CONNOR PLESSALA [BROTHERS AND PRIESTS]

http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/TESTIMONY-HOW_I_FOUND_JESUS-140.doc
TESTIMONY-HOW I FOUND JESUS-141 MARY SEACOLE [FORMER PROTESTANT]

http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/TESTIMONY-HOW_I_FOUND_JESUS-141.doc
TESTIMONY-HOW I FOUND JESUS-142 SR. CLARE CROCKETT [FORMER ACTRESS]

http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/TESTIMONY-HOW_I_FOUND_JESUS-142.doc
+Over 2500 testimonies of Jesus experiences and conversion to Catholicism at 
http://www.ephesians-511.net/testimonies.php.
